Precept Upon Precept






Notes from Kay’s Lecture

Isaiah, Pt 1                                                                                                                    Lesson 7

Short History of “The Palestinians”
Ancient History 
Philistine Origin: Aegean “Sea Peoples” from the Mycean period in mainland Greece. They invaded Egypt in about 1188 BC battling Ramses III who defeated them. Then they moved east and fought the Hittites in Anatolia and northern Syria. Their original homeland was Crete (Amos 9:7). The Philistines are mentioned as a threat to Israel for the first time in the book of Judges during the reign of Samson (Judges 18:22-29) They forced Dan to move north. Saul lost his life to them at Mount Gilboa. (1 Sam 31)  Tiglath-Pileser III of Assyria conquered them by 732 BC. 

City-States: Five towns: Ashdod, Gaza, Gath, Ashkelon and Ekron. Each of these was ruled in Biblical times by a lord. They were experts in metallurgy and because they were (1 Samuel 13:19-22) it gave them a military advantage. 

Religion: Worshipped:  Dagon, Ashtoreth, and Beelzebub. (1 Samuel 5:1-5). Dagon fell over and broke when the Ark of the Covenant was put in its temple.  Soothsayers.  Ezekiel, Amos, and  Zechariah prophesy their destruction. 
More Recent History
70 AD
       Roman’s re-named Israel, “Palestine” to make Jews forget their “homeland” during Diaspora.
315             Under Byzantine occupation (Constantine)
634-636      Battle of Yarmuk (river, near Jordan & Syria) marked first Muslim conquest of “Christian” lands
1070           Invaded by Turks & Crusaders

1100-1200  Muslims reestablished control, headquartered in Gaza

1516           Incorporated into the Ottoman Empire. 
1799 
      Occupied by the French. 

                   Under Ottoman Empire, until 1923
1917     Balfour Declaration: English declared Jews’ right to part of that land as their Jewish homeland.

1948     Arab-Israeli war: Israelis captured 26% of the British mandate’s territory west of the Jordan River
             (West Bank). Jordan captured 21% in that Arab-Israeli war. Egypt captured Gaza. 
1964     PLO was founded by the Arab league with the formal goal to drive Israel into the sea. 

1993     Arafat settled for a two-state solution which states that Israel does exist. 
             Israeli PM Rabin recognizes the PLO and says – “OK, you have a right to exist.”
1994     Palestinian Authority created to administer Gaza and parts of the West Bank.

2004     US Congress declared the PLO to be a terrorist organization.  
The Palestinians are NOT a people group. They represent a variety of migrants from various nations over the centuries. The PLO played on this mis-conception to help them establish a “homeland”. 
The PLO is considered the richest of all terrorist organizations possibly $50 billion in assets. Annual income of just $2 billion from donations, extortion, pay-offs, illegal arms, drug trafficking, money laundering and fraud. 
[For a valuable 10-minute historical video clip, visit http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YLmc8PMuZmI&NR=1 , also accessible through http://www.laprecept.com/forStudentsAdults_KP_IS_1.html Lesson 7]
MOAB - JORDAN

Moab comes from Lot, the nephew of Abraham. (Genesis 12:5) Lot is called in “a righteous man.” 2 Peter 2:6-8. Lot settles in Sodom and Gomorrah (Genesis 19:24-38) which are destroyed. He is preserved. His wife dies. His daughters get him drunk because they think he is the last man on earth and they want to carry on his seed. They have 2 children, who become the fathers of the Ammonites and Moabites. They become what we call today – modern-day Jordan. 
End of WWI, Great Britain took control of most of the Middle East: Israel and modern day Jordan, which is east of 
                      the Jordan River. 

December 9, 1917 , the Ottoman rule came to an end. Two days later, General Allenby who was a British field marshal entered Jerusalem and pronounced Jerusalem the capital of the country that they referred to as Palestine. The Balfour Declaration promised an establishment of a national home for the Jews.  They said, “OK, you can come back to your land”
1920’s    called Trans-Jordan. (meaning – on the other side of the Jordan), part of the British Mandate
1946       Jordan gained its independence from the British Mandate, now a separate country. 
May 14, 1948  Jews proclaimed the Independent state of Israel. The next day, Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, Egypt, and Iraq ganged up to attack fledgling Israel. 
Israel won. However, when the cease-fire was signed, Jordanians remained in the West Bank. Jerusalem was divided and Jordan held the old city of Jerusalem. So Jordan, who lived on the other side of the river, still held the city of Jerusalem! If you were a Gentile, you could visit the Old City. If you were a Jew you couldn’t get in there because of the border. 

1950
 Trans-Jordan’s name was changed to Jordan.
1953
 King Hussein gained the throne of Jordan with British support.

1967
Six-Day War. Israel was attacked, but won the victory. Jerusalem was reunited under Jewish sovereignty for the first time since the Bar-Kochba Revolt ~132 AD. It was a momentous, momentous time. 2 momentous times: 1948 -they became a nation. But now in 1967 they get Jerusalem from Jordan.

1994 Israel and Jordan sign peace treaty. Today, 2008 they basically live at peace.
          Jordanians speak Arabic. English is widely understood and used among the educated. Jordan is 92% Sunni Muslim. 

DAMASCUS - SYRIA

Damascus- the oldest and continuous inhabited city of the world. It was a minor town until the rise of the Arameans. This semi-nomadic people from the Arabian peninsula migrated north into the region currently occupied by the Syrians. The city became the center of Aramean power. 

1918  After the fall of the Ottoman Empire, controlled by France & Britain. 

1946  Gained independence from France. 
1967  Arab-Israeli war. Jordan lost the Golan Heights to Israel, which really originally belonged to Israel. 
         Today, if you go with us to Israel, we go up to the bunkers and you can see where the Syrians sat firing   rockets on the people that were settled in that area. Israeli children lived in bunkers, not having the sun of day. 

Syria is currently ruled by Bashar Asad – a dictator whose sponsors terrorism. He is under the influence of Iran, militarily and financially. Syria’s official language is Arabic, but they also speak Kurdish, French. Syria is a destination point for men and women of Southeast Asia and Africa who are smuggled there for unpaid servitude and sexual exploitation. They take away their passports.  It is a horrible, horrible atmosphere to live in. Syria has had control of Lebanon. It is a very dangerous enemy to the north of Israel. Banding with Iran which says, “Wipe Israel off the map.”
