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Notes from Kay’s Lecture

Isaiah, Pt 1                                                                                                                                 Lesson 8

More… Middle East History
EGYPT
Egypt is one of the oldest civilizations in the world. Because of the richness of the Nile Delta, they were able to develop a culture unlike any others in the Middle East or in Africa--an awesome culture!
3200BC       The first unified kingdom of Egypt, many Egyptian dynasties
341 BC        Conquered by the Persians, followed by Greek, Roman, and Byzantine dynasties 
634-636 AD      Battle of Yarmuk (river, near Jordan & Syria) marked first Muslim conquest of “Christian”lands.

                          Arabs introduced Islam and the Arab culture to the Egyptians.

1250                  A local Muslim caste called the Mamlūk controlled Egypt for about 300 years
1517                  Ottoman Empire (think, Turkey) expanded into North Africa

1869 Suez Canal completed 
1882
   British seize control of Egypt, because of its position: economically and militarily
               When the British arrived, Egyptians were now free to hear the Christian gospel 

1922       Egypt gets partial independence
1948       WWII ends, Egypt gets complete independence 
               Built: Aswan High Dam (to prevent flooding, supply water for agriculture) and Nasser Lake. 

   Now, no longer completely dependant upon the Nile, but a drought situation would still be possible.
Currently, Egypt is at peace, open communication with Israel. Ethnically: 98% Egyptian. Official language: Arabic. Religion: 90% of the country is Muslim, mostly Sunni.

SUNNI vs. SHIITE MUSLIMS

	Sunni
	Shiite

	Ancient,  traditional sect
	New sect: claims to be descended from Mohammed thru the Allah branch of the family. 
- First appeared in order to legitimize control of Islam 
- Governed by the Iman, “the most able ruler” from the prophet’s family

- Believes that Allah will soon send a Mahdi to establish a correct
                  government and religion throughout the Muslims lands

- Believes this Mahdi will rule the world 
- Radical sect, insists on literal translation of the Koran

- Funds majority of terrorist activity in the world


ARABIA

Saudi Arabia is the birth place of Islam. It contains two of Muslim’s holiest shrines: Mecca and Medina. Saudi Arabia is believed to hold 25% of the world’s petroleum reserves. Encourages foreign investments there, but will keep outsiders in their own compound, making it illegal and nearly impossible to share the gospel with anyone. If you do, you are deported out of the country. While Saudi may seem wealthy and westernized, the women behind the veil are much oppressed. 

