	Kay arthur – Someday the world’s party will be over
	isaiah lesson 9



I just received and email last night from a very beloved co-laborer, a Precept leader. She shared a story of a heart break. She said, “I have been through the ringer. The day after Christmas I got a phone call from my daughter.” Her daughter has an apartment. Her daughter is a godly young woman. The daughter  got a phone call at 11:00 PM from a gal that who was desperate, who was at a party, she couldn’t get away. And would she please come and rescue her from this party. This party was 15 minutes away. She had her cell phone. She is bad at directions. Her friend directed her how to get to this house. 15 minutes later she arrived.
 When she arrived a party was going on. She expected a party. She looked for her friend but she couldn’t find her friend anyplace. She had had a bottle of water in her hand. She set it down. She had gone to look for her friend. She couldn’t find her. She picked up the bottle of water; she was so thirsty. Drank it down. 
At 6:00 AM she woke up, stark naked on a bed next to a man that she had no idea who he was. She got up quietly. She dressed. She said, “God I thank you that I am alive.” She went out of the house and it took her several days for her to tell her mother because she didn’t want to ruin the Christmas holiday. She had been drugged. She thinks that she was sold as a virgin. 
A party of iniquity, deceit, deception, a party of violence because that night she lost her virginity to a man she does not know, in a night that she can’t remember (thankfully). Fortunately there is no pregnancy. Fortunately there no venereal disease that they know of. Fortunately she is alive. 

On the way down to the hospital, my husband started praying. He praised that Lord, “Thank you that we did not find (and I’m not going to tell you her name) in that field over there. Thank you, Lord, that You put  Your hand on her mind so that she has no memory. Thank you , Lord, that she wasn’t brutalized. Thank you Lord that you can use this in her life to make her more like you. “ The girl said, “Mama, you said that our battle isn’t with flesh and blood. Our battle is in the heavenlies. The evil one was controlling this man. Can we pray to God to use us?” and we did. 
What a contrast between light and darkness. What a contrast between righteousness and unrighteousness and ungodliness of men.  It makes you sick. It makes me sick. It makes me angry. And yet I know that someday the party will be over. The world’s party will be over.
God will rule in justice and righteousness. Never doubt it. Never doubt it. There is a God in heaven and everyone will recognize it. There is a God in heaven all the world will recognize that He is God. There is a God in heaven who is righteous.  There is a God in heaven who says sin can go so far and then it will never go any farther. This is what we are looking at when we look at Isaiah 24, 25, 26 and 17. 
In Isaiah 13 God begins His oracles to the nations. He begins with Babylon. He talks about the ultimate demise of Babylon. 
In chapter 14 He shows us that there is a place called Sheol that those who are in the place of the dead are cognoscente. They know what is going on.  They can recognize each other. We see how the King of Babylon is brought down and how he is brought low because there is a God in Heaven.

Isaiah 14:24 The Lord of hosts has sworn saying, “Surely, just as I have intended so it has happened, and just as I have planned so it will stand,
 Isaiah 14:26-27 “This is the plan devised against the whole earth; and this is the hand that is stretched out against all the nations.27 “For the Lord of hosts has planned, and who can frustrate it? And as for His stretched-out hand, who can turn it back?”
And what He has planned is this: that someday the worlds’ party is over and God will rule in righteous.
Now we move through the oracles of the nations all the way up to chapter 23. We see the oracles to specific nations: Moab, Babylon,  Egypt and other nations. 
But then in chapter 24-27 we have a segment where God says, “OK, I’ve talked to you about the nations. Now let me talk to you about the world. Let me talk to you and tell you what is going to happen to the world. Man cannot transgress God’s laws. Man cannot violate His statutes. Man cannot break the everlasting covenant and get away with it. They can’t because there is a God in heaven who rules in heaven over the earth. He rules over the angelic host whether they be good or be they evil; who rules over all mankind whether they be good or they be evil.  There is a God in heaven.

In chapter 24-27 we get the assurance of God’s judgment, the reminder that some day the world’s party will be over. Then we get the assurance of His reign on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem.

This is what we are looking at today.

Isaiah 24  In verses 1-3 we see God leveling the playing field as He tells us that the earth is going to be completely laid waste and it is without respect of persons. There is no one because of their elevation, because of what they have obtained in this world – that will escape His judgment.
24:1 Behold, the Lord lays the earth waste, devastates it, distorts its surface and scatters its inhabitants.2 And the people will be like the priest, the servant like his master, the maid like her mistress, the buyer like the seller, the lender like the borrower, the creditor like the debtor.3 The earth (This is what God wants you to understand) will be completely laid waste and completely despoiled, (why?)for the Lord has spoken this word.

In other words, the One who spoke and brought the world into existence has also spoken and said that this earth that I have spoken into existence will be completely laid waste.

And you say, “Why? Why?’

Verse 4-6 – the “why” of why God is going to do it. This is a very important segment. God is going to do it. 

4 The earth mourns and withers, the world fades and withers, the exalted of the people of the earth fade away.5 The earth is also polluted by its inhabitants, 
(That man who took advantage of that girl, whoever it was who put that drug into that drink is one of these who has brought about the judgment of this world)  


for they transgressed laws,
They have crossed over the righteous line that God put down. They have stepped across that line. They have crossed over. They have refused to live by the word of God. You see it in Romans 1:18-32 – when men knew God , they glorified Him not as God.  They became vain in their imaginations. Their foolish hearts were darkened. Professing to be wise, they became fools. They changed the glory of an incorruptible God into the image of corruptible man.” 
The second thing it says that they have done is:


violated statutes, 
That word “violated” means they have altered. They have called good evil and evil good.
 It’s going on right now.  There is a big stir in Christendom today about the Emergent Church. This church that is saying there are no absolutes, that you can’t hold this rigid, rigid line. You have to go by what you feel. They don’t even have their doctrine all together, but I can tell you this. It is not biblical doctrine. 
It is exactly what God says is going to happen:

2 Timothy 4:1  I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge (the party is over) the living and the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom:
What does Isaiah put to at the end of chapter 24 and in chapter 25 (and then we see it again in chapter 26 and 27)? It is to the time of His judging and setting up of His kingdom.

2 Timothy 4:2 preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction.
What do preach? Not your experiences, not your feelings. You preach the Word. You don’t entertain them. You give them truth.  Why? It is truth that sets you free.
“Reprove, rebuke” – the Emergent Church would have none of that.  Our society would have none of that. “Don’t reprove me. Don’t rebuke me. Don’t tell met that homosexuality or adultery or stealing or drugs or fornication – don’t tell me that it is wrong.”

God says you exhort. How do you do it? With great patience. You do it with instruction.

2 Timothy 4:3 (Why?) For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires,
This is happening today. They will flip the TV channel until they find something to tickle their ears – that will promise them whatever they want: wealth, health, prosperity, popularity, the secret of attraction which they will combine with Christianity. They will attract their own teachers. 

2 Timothy 4:4 and will turn away their ears from the truth and will turn aside to myths.
What is our job? Why does God have us in Isaiah? God has you in Isaiah, precious one, so that you will understand this book because it is a major work in the whole Word of God. To be ignorant of Isaiah is to be in deficit of your understanding of God. And not only for the present time and the historical time but for the eschatological  and apocalyptic things that God is going to tell us will to take place. And then the very end when God comes and when He begins to reign: we need to know it, we need to understand it. 

As we met with our Precept leaders and discussed it yesterday, the thing that we were talking about was how vital it is that you stick with it. Isaiah is not easy. But you are going to know so much more about God and about what is to come and so much more about what is to come and the assurance of the fact that some day the party will be over so that when you get hurt by the world, you know that there is a day that is coming where a righteous God will deal in righteousness and holiness and triumph over the world and all the forces of Satan. He will reign in Jerusalem and He will rule from Mount Zion.
I have read the rest of Isaiah. And I’m sure you have too. I have poured over it. What we are getting He is going to amplify and add to. The best is yet to come and it comes in part 2 of Isaiah.

He is telling us what they have done.

The third thing that they have done:

Isaiah 24:5 ….they broke the everlasting covenant.

You transgressed, you violated, you broke the everlasting covenant. Now broke could be translated, “You set it aside.” You ignored it. Therefore:

6 Therefore, a curse devours the earth, and those who live in it (earth) are held guilty. Therefore, the inhabitants of the earth are burned, and few men are left.
In other words, the majority of mankind is going to be held guilty for the party, for the way that they lived, for what they transgressed, violated and broke. They are going to be held guilty.

In the light of that, I want to take a quick run from the beginning. You know that it is my habit to go to Genesis.  You just can’t teach the Bible unless you go to Genesis.

Genesis 1  In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.2 The earth was formless and void, and darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was moving over the surface of the waters.3 Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light.4 God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness.5 God called the light day, and the darkness He called night. And there was evening and there was morning, one day.6 Then God said, “Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.”7 God made the expanse, and separated the waters which were below the expanse from the waters which were above the expanse; and it was so.8 God called the expanse heaven. And there was evening and there was morning, a second day.9 Then God said, “Let the waters below the heavens be gathered into one place, and let the dry land appear”; and it was so.10 God called the dry land earth, and the gathering of the waters He called seas; and God saw that it was good. It says, “God said,” “and it was so.” Then it says, “it was good.”  
It is God Almighty who is the originator of the heavens. He is the originator of the earth. it is His creation. He spoke and it came to pass. And it was good!!! 
Genesis 1:26 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them rule over the fish (the fish that He made) of the sea and over the birds (that He made) of the sky and over the cattle (that He made) and over all the earth, (that He made) and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”
Genesis 1:28 God blessed them; and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, (make more men, make more women) and subdue it; and rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”29 Then God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the surface of all the earth, and every tree which has fruit yielding seed; it shall be food for you;30 and to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the sky and to every thing that moves on the earth which has life, I have given every green plant for food”; and it was so.31 God saw all that He had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.
But what has man done?  Man has despoiled the earth. Man has filled the earth with violence. Man, instead of obeying God and living righteously has had a party. But the party will one day be over.

Genesis 3:23 therefore the Lord God sent him out from the garden of Eden, to cultivate the ground from which he was taken.
Man sins in Genesis 3. God sends him out of the garden. He sends him east of Eden and now they will have to cultivate the ground. Why? Because man disobeyed.

Genesis 3:24 So He drove the man out; and at the east of the garden of Eden He stationed the cherubim and the flaming sword which turned every direction to guard the way to the tree of life.
Why? Lest he eat and live forever as a sinner. God was going to provide another way for life. He was going to provide another tree. 

Galatians 3:13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for us—for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree”—
He was going to take His Son and nail His Son to that tree so that we might eat the fruit of that tree.

So He sends Adam out. Adam and Eve have two sons. (Genesis 4) Cain and Abel.

Genesis 4:9 Then the Lord said to Cain, “Where is Abel your brother?” And he said, “I do not know. Am I my brother’s keeper?”10 He said, “What have you done? The voice of your brother’s blood is crying to Me from the ground.
Cain is jealous. Cain is mad at God. Consequently he kills his brother in his jealously. 

Genesis 4:10 He said, “What have you done? The voice of your brother’s blood is crying to Me from the ground.

What has Cain done? He has transgressed. He has violated God. He has killed. He has brought death on the face of the earth. 
What does God say to him:

Genesis 4:12 “When you cultivate the ground, it will no longer yield its strength to you; you will be a vagrant and a wanderer on the earth.”13 Cain said to the Lord, “My punishment is too great to bear!14 “Behold, You have driven me this day from the face of the ground; and from Your face I will be hidden, and I will be a vagrant and a wanderer on the earth, and whoever finds me will kill me.”15 So the Lord said to him, “Therefore whoever kills Cain, vengeance will be taken on him sevenfold.” And the Lord appointed a sign for Cain, so that no one finding him would slay him.16 Then Cain went out from the presence of the Lord, and settled in the land of Nod, east of Eden.

So Cain goes out.

Genesis 6:1-3 Now it came about, when men began to multiply on the face of the land, and daughters were born to them,2 that the sons of God saw that the daughters of men were beautiful; and they took wives for themselves, whomever they chose.3 Then the Lord said, “My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, because he also is flesh; nevertheless his days shall be one hundred and twenty years.”5 Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth, (man has violated, man had transgressed, man has broken the everlasting covenant) and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.6 The Lord was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart.7 The Lord said, “I will blot out man whom I have created from the face of the land, from man to animals to creeping things and to birds of the sky; for I am sorry that I have made them.”
It says that earth will be devastated. But a few men will remain.

8 But Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord.

11 Now the earth was corrupt in the sight of God, and the earth was filled with violence.
What did you study? You studied and you saw that God is going to destroy this earth because man has filled it with violence. They violated this 19 year old virgin. They violated her. Strangers she did not know. A friend supposedly, an acquaintance. But with a heart of compassion she went to the aid of an acquaintance. And the acquaintance had plotted her demise.  Sold her as a virgin to a party of people that had broken and transgressed and violated  God.
God looked on the earth:

Genesis 6:12 God looked on the earth, and behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted their way upon the earth.13 Then God said to Noah, “The end of all flesh has come before Me; (why? – it is just the same reason mentioned in Isaiah) for the earth is filled with violence because of them; (because of them. Because of man) and behold, I am about to destroy them with the earth.
He put man on the earth to tend His creation, to take care of it, not to violate it. He made man to be in the image of God, to be rulers, vice-reagents, under what God had created.  They violated it.
Genesis 6:14 “Make for yourself an ark of gopher wood; you shall make the ark with rooms, and shall cover it inside and out with pitch.
 Genesis 6:17-18 “Behold, I, even I am bringing the flood of water upon the earth, to destroy all flesh in which is the breath of life, from under heaven; everything that is on the earth shall perish.
18 “But I will establish My covenant with you (Noah- there will be a few left); and you shall enter the ark—you and your sons and your wife, and your sons’ wives with you.

Noah had been righteous.

So the flood is over.  The ark has settled. Noah has made his sacrifice. 

Genesis 9:1-2  And God blessed Noah and his sons and said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth.2 “The fear of you and the terror of you will be on every beast of the earth and on every bird of the sky; with everything that creeps on the ground, and all the fish of the sea, into your hand they are given.
They are given another chance. Yes, they are sinners. But another chance.

Then He says in verse 5. Listen carefully.

5 “Surely I will require your lifeblood; from every beast I will require it. And from every man, from every man’s brother I will require the life of man.6 “Whoever sheds man’s blood, By man his blood shall be shed, For in the image of God He made man.7 “As for you, be fruitful and multiply; Populate the earth abundantly and multiply in it.”

So then what does God do? He makes a covenant.

9 “Now behold, I Myself do establish My covenant with you, and with your descendants after you;…11 “I establish My covenant with you; and all flesh shall never again be cut off by the water of the flood, neither shall there again be a flood to destroy the earth.”

Last night I had to go grocery shopping. I am standing in the grocery store and Bunny and I are standing in the check-out line. There is one of those scandalous sheets and it says: another flood is coming to destroy the earth.  There is this scientist and he is building his own ark. And I’m thinking: he didn’t read far enough. ( He is wasting him time. His neighbors are upset with him. I almost spent the money to bring it to show to you. ( 
 Genesis 9:12-13 God said, “This is the sign of the covenant which I am making between Me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all successive generations; I set My bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a sign of a covenant between Me and the earth.
 Genesis 9:16-17   “When the bow is in the cloud, then I will look upon it, to remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.”17 And God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant which I have established between Me and all flesh that is on the earth.”
I want you to know. I want you to understand that I am a righteous God. I’ve made you. I’m sorry I made you because you took My creation and you filled it with violence. Because of that I am going to wipe you out but I am going to save a few. After He does it and after the few are standing there, He says, “Now listen to me.  I promise you that I will never ever flood the world again. 
Genesis 9:15 and I will remember My covenant, which is between Me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and never again shall the water become a flood to destroy all flesh.
 But what does Isaiah say? God will not flood it but He will… what?
Isaiah 24:6 Therefore, a curse devours the earth, and those who live in it are held guilty. Therefore, the inhabitants of the earth are burned, and few men are left.
God will burn it! There is a day when the party of the world is over. A righteous God must judge sin.

This is what we see in Genesis 9.

Go back to Isaiah 24. In the next segment –and this is the way that I have personally divided it for this message – but the next segment of Isaiah 24 starts at verse 7 and goes to 16. I titled this paragraph: The party is over and the righteous rejoice.  He talks about the gaiety and the revelry that is banished.  30:37
Look at verse:

Isaiah 24:11 There is an outcry in the streets concerning the wine; All joy turns to gloom. The gaiety of the earth is banished.12 Desolation is left in the city And the gate is battered to ruins.13 For thus it will be in the midst of the earth among the peoples, As the shaking of an olive tree, 

You go to the olive tree and you shake it. The fruit falls off. But there are few olives left at the top.

13….As the gleanings when the grape harvest is over. (It is over)14 They raise their voices, they shout for joy; They cry out from the west concerning the majesty of the Lord.15 Therefore glorify the Lord in the east (it is interesting), The name of the Lord, the God of Israel, In the coastlands of the sea.
Think of Israel.  Think of everything that is east of Israel. Think of the west so to speak. Where has the gospel been the strongest? Where has the gospel been proclaimed? Where has God name been engraved on monuments and things like that? It is to the west. You move through Germany. You move through England. You move across the ocean and you see what happens when these nations colonize others.  – how the gospel is taken.
Isaiah 24:15-16 Therefore glorify the Lord in the east, The name of the Lord, the God of Israel, In the coastlands of the sea.16 From the ends of the earth we hear songs, “Glory to the Righteous One,”
The party is over!!!!!!!  The party is over, rejoice. The righteous can rejoice. But what does Isaiah do?
 But I say, “Woe to me! Woe to me! Alas for me! The treacherous deal treacherously, And the treacherous deal very treacherously.”

Now we move into verse 16 of Isaiah’s grief. Why his grief?
Isaiah 24:16  From the ends of the earth we hear songs, “Glory to the Righteous One,” But I say, “Woe to me! Woe to me! Alas for me! The treacherous deal treacherously, And the treacherous deal very treacherously.”
Isaiah say - Yes, yes, this is coming. But the treacherous are dealing treacherously. Woe is me. He looks and he sees it. Like my friend whose daughter was spared but my friend goes through this agony. She is so thankful that her daughter knows the Lord because she remembers when she went through a similar violation and she did not know that Lord and how she turned into rebellion until the grace of God reached down and pulled her out of the pit.

Psalm 40:1-3 I waited patiently for the Lord; And He inclined to me and heard my cry.2 He brought me up out of the pit of destruction, out of the miry clay, And He set my feet upon a rock making my footsteps firm.3 He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God; Many will see and fear And will trust in the Lord.
In verses 17-23 He takes us from the shaking of the earth to the reign of the Lord.
Because although the righteous are rejoicing, although the song is being sung in the west and is to be sung in the east by those that believe. But we have is the treacherous dealing treacherously. Why? Because the prophesy is yet to be fulfilled. It is for a future time.

So this is what He says:

Isaiah 24:17-18 Terror and pit and snare Confront you, O inhabitant of the earth.  (This is what is going to happen. This is still to come)18 Then it will be that he who flees the report of disaster will fall into the pit, And he who climbs out of the pit will be caught in the snare; For the windows above are opened, and the foundations of the earth shake.
  “For the windows above are opened”  - Does that remind you of something? Does that remind you of when the flood came? And there was rain for the first time on the face of the earth and the fountains of the deep were opened up? 

Isaiah 24:18-20 Then it will be that he who flees the report of disaster will fall into the pit, And he who climbs out of the pit will be caught in the snare; For the windows above are opened, and the foundations of the earth shake.

It sounds like an earthquake. You have seen what has happened on TV how the buildings sway. You see the earth breaking asunder. Some have fallen into it.

20 The earth reels to and fro like a drunkard And it totters like a shack, For its transgression is heavy upon it, And it will fall, never to rise again.
Now I want us to look at anther prophet.

Haggai 2 – Look at what God says. This message is not just spoken in the prophet Isaiah. I know of no other Old Testament prophet that gives so graphically in Isaiah 24 -27. 

When I was writing this lesson and preparing and just reading 24 -27 – reading that whole thing because it is a unit set right in the midst of Isaiah that the party will someday be over. The Lord will reign on Mount Zion.As I read it, I sat there and wept. I was awestruck. I was overwhelmed. I was reduced, in a sense, in my spirit to dust as I saw the magnificence of God. I truly was overwhelmed.

Haggai 2:6 “For thus says the Lord of hosts, ‘Once more in a little while, I am going to shake the heavens and the earth, the sea also and the dry land.7 ‘I will shake all the nations; and they will come with the wealth of all nations, and I will fill this house with glory,’ says the Lord of hosts.

And they look at this pitiful little house that they have rebuilt (the temple) and it is nothing compared to Solomon’s temple. And He says that, I want you to know that I will fill this house with glory.

The glory of God in the days of Ezekiel departs before He destroys the temple:  (586 BC) 

Ezekiel 10:18-19 Then the glory of the Lord departed from the threshold of the temple and stood over the cherubim.

19 When the cherubim departed, they lifted their wings and rose up from the earth in my sight with the wheels beside them; and they stood still at the entrance of the east gate of the Lord’s house, and the glory of the God of Israel hovered over them.
But Ezekiel also sees the glory of the Lord returning: 

Ezekiel 11:22-23 – Jehovah Shammah –the Lord is there.
Haggai 2:8 ‘The silver is Mine and the gold is Mine,’ declares the Lord of hosts.9 ‘The latter glory of this house will be greater than the former,’ says the Lord of hosts, ‘and in this place I will give peace,’ declares the Lord of hosts.”
We’ve seen that in Isaiah 6. It all begins to fall together. 
Isaiah 9:6 For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; And the government will rest on His shoulders; And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.) 

Go to Hebrews 12  - the wonderful, magnificent, epistle that is distinctive from all the other epistles in the New Testament. An epistle that the party again someday will be over.

Hebrews 12: 25 See to it that you do not refuse Him who is speaking. For if those did not escape when they refused him who warned them on earth, much less will we escape who turn away from Him who warns from heaven.
God is speaking to us in Isaiah. He is telling us what is to come to pass. God is telling us that this party is going to be over. He is going to judge the earth. We need to listen.

Hebrews 12:26 And His voice shook the earth then, but now He has promised, saying, “Yet once more I will shake not only the earth, but also the heaven.” (He is quoting Haggai 2:6)
27 This expression, “Yet once more,” denotes the removing of those things which can be shaken, as of created things, so that those things which cannot be shaken may remain.28 Therefore, since we receive a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us show gratitude, by which we may offer to God an acceptable service with reverence and awe;29 for our God is a consuming fire.

It is with fire that He will burn up the earth.


Isaiah 24:21 So it will happen in that day, That the Lord will punish the host of heaven on high, 
Why? The one that rules over men, the one that has mankind in this grip:

Ephesians 2:2 in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.
The devil will be judged. You read Revelation 12. Someday he will be cast out of heaven. He will be brought down to earth. he knows that his time is short. His angels will come down with him.  Very soon their party will be over.

21 …that the Lord will punish the host of heaven on high, And the kings of the earth on earth.22 They will be gathered together Like prisoners in the dungeon, And will be confined in prison; And after many days they will be punished.

Gather all the men of iniquity. Put them in this place. You saw in Isaiah 14 those in Sheol.

2 Peter 2:4 For if God did not spare angels when they sinned (He is talking about in the days of Noah), but cast them into hell and committed them to pits of darkness, reserved for judgment;

5 and did not spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a preacher of righteousness, with seven others, when He brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly;6 and if He condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to destruction by reducing them to ashes, having made them an example to those who would live ungodly lives thereafter;7 and if He rescued righteous Lot, oppressed by the sensual conduct of unprincipled men9 then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from temptation, and to keep (hold) the unrighteous under punishment for the day of judgment,10 and especially those who indulge the flesh in its corrupt desires and despise authority. Daring, self-willed, they do not tremble when they revile angelic majesties,

You see here that they are going to be gathered together.

Jude 6 And angels who did not keep their own domain, but abandoned their proper abode, He has kept in eternal bonds under darkness for the judgment of the great day,
Revelation – judgment coming:

Revelation 20:11 Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon it, from whose presence earth and heaven fled away, and no place was found for them.12 And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne, and books were opened; and another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were judged from the things which were written in the books, according to their deeds.13 And the sea gave up the dead which were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead which were in them; and they were judged, every one of them according to their deeds.14 Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire.

There is judgment coming. There is judgment to false teachers (2 Peter). There is judgment for angels that disobeyed God. There is judgment to the beast and the false prophet. (Revelation 19) they are cast into the lake of fire.  You see in Revelation 20 the devil bound for a thousand years. You see him loosed in chapter 20 and then you see him cast into the lake of fire.
Matthew 25:41 “Then He will also say to those on His left, ‘Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels;
But man is going there because he has violated the earth.What you see in chapter 24:17-21: from the shaking of the earth to the punishment of the host of heaven and the inhabitants of the earth to the ultimate reign of the Lord.

25:23 Then the moon will be abashed and the sun ashamed, For the Lord of hosts will reign on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem, And His glory will be before His elders.
If you follow the chronology in verses 21-23 and if that is what God means for us to do here: and you follow that fact that this wicked people and this wicked host are going to be gathered into one place awaiting the judgment of God…If you make the judgment that I read about in Revelation 20 then you move to Revelation 21 –and when you move to Revelation 21:
Revelation 21:1-5 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth passed away, and there is no longer any sea.2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband.3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, and He will dwell among them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself will be among them,4 and He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will no longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away.”5 And He who sits on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” And He said, “Write, for these words are faithful and true.”
What are you studying? You are studying the word of God. It is faithful. It is true. There is a day coming when the party is over.  There is a day of triumph coming.
Then you move to Isaiah 25. Remember there are no chapter divisions in the original text. Verses 1-6 – a hymn of praise. There are hymns of praise in Revelation.
Isaiah 25  O Lord, You are my God; I will exalt You, I will give thanks to Your name; For You have worked wonders, Plans formed long ago, with perfect faithfulness.2 For You have made a city into a heap, A fortified city into a ruin; A palace of strangers is a city no more, It will never be rebuilt.4 For You have been a defense for the helpless, A defense for the needy in his distress
This girl that was violated at this party, this girl is able to go on. She is loving Him with a greater passion than she loved Him before. She sees the mercy of God.

4…, A refuge from the storm, a shade from the heat; For the breath of the ruthless Is like a rain storm against a wall. The breath of the ruthless is coming against you. But He is your wall, your defense, your triumph. 5 Like heat in drought, You subdue the uproar of aliens; Like heat by the shadow of a cloud, the song of the ruthless is silenced.

So here is this hymn of praise: God our defense, shelter, defender, victor.

God’s triumph:


6 The Lord of hosts will prepare a lavish banquet for all peoples 
Not just for Judah, not just for Jerusalem. We have seen in Isaiah 2 that nations coming up to Jerusalem. When they come up to be taught of the Lord and envelope His peace) 
                on this mountain; A banquet of aged wine, choice pieces with marrow, And refined, aged wine.

If we had time, we would look at Revelation 5:9-10. We would see a song:

Revelation 5:9-10 And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are You to take the book and to break its seals; for You were slain, and purchased for God with Your blood men from every tribe and tongue and people and nation.10 “You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to our God; and they will reign upon the earth.”
7 And on this mountain He will swallow up the covering (death)which is over all peoples, Even the veil which is stretched over all nations.
What is it? It started in Genesis 3 because man sinned. Romans 5:12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned—)

But what is God going to do?

8 He will swallow up death for all time, (We just saw that in Revelation 21) And the Lord God will wipe tears away from all faces, 
(The face of my precious friend whose daughter was violated. The face of this precious little girl who was violated. God Himself has seen your tears. He has collected them in a bottle. He will wipe them all away Himself from every person.)

8…  God will And He will remove the reproach of His people from all the earth; For the Lord has spoken.9 And it will be said in that day, “Behold, this is our God for whom we have waited that He might save us. This is the Lord for whom we have waited; Let us rejoice and be glad in His salvation.”

Israel will say this. And all of those who have believed in the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, all those who are of the see of Abraham. 

Isaiah 25:6-10 you have God’s triumph.
10 For the hand of the Lord will rest on this mountain, And Moab will be trodden down in his place As straw is trodden down in the water of a manure pile.

In Isaiah 25:10b-12 – God’s victory in contrast to the pride of man. you have the lines drawn very, very clearly.

10b And Moab will be trodden down in his place As straw is trodden down in the water of a manure pile.

There is a play on words there. There is a play on words between “Moab” and “manure.”  
11 And he will spread out his hands in the middle of it As a swimmer spreads out his hands to swim, But the Lord will lay low his pride together with the trickery of his hands.

I will never forget the story of the persecution of people that went against the communist mantra: that there is no God.  They came into the city and they gathered people who worshipped some sort of deity. They began to interrogate them. They put them in small little huts and tortured them.  They left them in the sun as well. The ultimate punishment was to take these people whether Buddhist, Hindu, Muslim anybody that professed some god. They put them in a vat of manure.  They would hold their head down in that manure. A man that survived this place had been interrogated. The communist soldier said, “You say there is a God.  You believer there is a God. You prove it. Pray. You say he answers prayer.” (This man had said that there was a God and that He answered prayer. He had a personal relationship with Jesus) 

Communist continued. “You say that. Pray. Ask Him for something. Get on your knees.”

The man got on his knees. In his heart he told God that he didn’t know how to pray or what to pray for. Pray through me, God. He found himself crying out to God saying, “If it takes for this man to be made blind that he might see who You are, turn Him blind. And the man began to scream because he went blind. He staggered. They put him in the hospital. He was an officer. He called for the man that had prayed.  He said, “Tell me about this God who can make me blind. I want to know Him.
He led him to Christ. The communists  were mad and they began to torture him. They said, “If you do not renounce your faith, you will die.” He said, “I will see my God. I will not die.”  

They put him to death and he saw his God.

When the party is over, those who have transgressed, those who have violated, those who have broken the everlasting covenant will see the lake of fire.  

Those who have believed. Those who have persevered, will see the Lord and will be at a banquet in the New Jerusalem, a lavish banquet and they will feel the hands of God, the fingers of God, wiping away their tears. 

What a segment. What a segment we have come to in Isaiah. God is going to build on it more and more and more.  He started it at the beginning of Isaiah and He’s brought this one segment of truth to us to show us that someday the party will be over. God will be vindicated. Those who have been unjustly treated will be vindicated as well. And the God will rule in Zion in Jerusalem forever and ever and ever and ever and ever.
 The question is, will you be there? Examine yourself and see if you are in the faith.  

12 The unassailable fortifications of your walls He will bring down, Lay low and cast to the ground, even to the dust.
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