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The Word of the Holy One . . .

Consent and Obey or Refuse and Rebel?

Welcome to our study of Isaiah, one of the major prophets. One of the most talked about or perhaps known books in terms of knowing the name of a prophet but perhaps not so well-known for what it contains and what message it brings. How relevant is the message of Isaiah to us today? Well, that’s what we’re embarking on in our fourteen-week study of Isaiah Part 1, the first fourteen lessons covering the first 39 chapters of that great book, one of the longer books of the Bible. One of the ones that’s been around for so long and so often quoted but perhaps so little understood. So we’re glad you chose to join us and we hope that you enjoy what we learn here today.
Because many of you have not been involved in studying the Kings and Prophets series, leading up to this study of Isaiah, I thought it might be wise for us to go back and cover a little ground that has been covered before as we studied Kings and Chronicles. If you have studied the Kings and Prophets you know that as we came to each of the kings of Israel, or the kings of Judah, as we went through time, we stopped and looked at those, what we call, minor prophets, the shorter little books that the prophets have at each place where it applied so that if this was the time when Amos was speaking we studied Amos. We didn’t do that for Isaiah. We chose to put Isaiah off until we completed our study of Kings and Chronicles so that we could look at the 66 chapters of Isaiah in one entirety. And that’s where we are. So even if we have studied the Kings and Prophets it might have been a little while since you were in those books and you might not remember how we got to where we are when the vision came to Isaiah, son of Amoz.
So let’s go back in time, in the history of Israel. After they entered the Promised Land and conquered the lands and drove out their enemies, God divided up various portions of this Promised Land to the different tribes of Israel. And there were twelve apportionments of land. And they were all one group. And they were ruled by judges for 3 or 400 years. But around 1100 BC, or something like that, the children of Israel said, “Hey! we want to be like everybody else around us. We don’t want to be different; we want to have a king.” God said, “Okay, you can have a king just like the nations around you.”

1 Sam 8:5-22

5 
and they said to him, "Behold, you have grown old, and your sons do not walk in your ways. Now appoint a king for us to judge us like all the nations." 

6 
But the thing was displeasing in the sight of Samuel when they said, "Give us a king to judge us." And Samuel prayed to the LORD. 

7 
And the LORD said to Samuel, "Listen to the voice of the people in regard to all that they say to you, for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected Me from being king over them. 

8 
Like all the deeds which they have done since the day that I brought them up from Egypt even to this day — in that they have forsaken Me and served other gods — so they are doing to you also. 

9 
Now then, listen to their voice; however, you shall solemnly warn them and tell them of the procedure of the king who will reign over them." 

10 
So Samuel spoke all the words of the LORD to the people who had asked of him a king. 

11 
And he said, "This will be the procedure of the king who will reign over you: he will take your sons and place them for himself in his chariots and among his horsemen and they will run before his chariots. 

12 
And he will appoint for himself commanders of thousands and of fifties, and some to do his plowing and to reap his harvest and to make his weapons of war and equipment for his chariots. 

13 
He will also take your daughters for perfumers and cooks and bakers. 

14 
And he will take the best of your fields and your vineyards and your olive groves, and give them to his servants. 

15 
And he will take a tenth of your seed and of your vineyards, and give to his officers and to his servants. 

16 
He will also take your male servants and your female servants and your best young men and your donkeys, and use them for his work. 

17 
He will take a tenth of your flocks, and you yourselves will become his servants. 

18 
Then you will cry out in that day because of your king whom you have chosen for yourselves, but the LORD will not answer you in that day." 

19 
Nevertheless, the people refused to listen to the voice of Samuel, and they said, "No, but there shall be a king over us, 

20 
that we also may be like all the nations, that our king may judge us and go out before us and fight our battles. "  

21 
Now after Samuel had heard all the words of the people, he repeated them in the LORD'S hearing. 

22 
And the LORD said to Samuel, "Listen to their voice, and appoint them a king." So Samuel said to the men of Israel, "Go every man to his city." NASB
That king was Saul.
1 Sam 9:17

17 
When Samuel saw Saul, the LORD said to him, "Behold, the man of whom I spoke to you! This one shall rule over My people." NASB
Saul was like the kings of the nations around them. He was tall, rugged, good-looking guy. Gregory Peck kind of guy. This was a guy who stood head and shoulders taller than all the others around him. The kind of guy everybody would like to follow, except for one thing: he had character flaws. He had character flaws. He was disobedient to God. 
So God raised up another king.

1 Sam 13:14

14 
But now your kingdom shall not endure. The LORD has sought out for Himself a man after His own heart, and the LORD has appointed him as ruler over His people, because you have not kept what the LORD commanded you." NASB
He raised up a man who had a heart like His own. A man after God’s own heart. His name was David. And David was the king over all Israel. Although David had committed sin with Bathsheba, and David was a man of war, he still was a man that God loved so much that God said, “I’m going to make you a house, David. You’re going to have a throne and one of your descendants will sit on that throne forever.”
2 Sam 7:11-13

11 
even from the day that I commanded judges to be over My people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies. The LORD also declares to you that the LORD will make a house for you. 

12 
When your days are complete and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your descendant after you, who will come forth from you, and I will establish his kingdom. 

13 
He shall build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. NASB
And God provided that son, interestingly enough, through Bathsheba. That son was named Solomon.
2 Sam 12:24

24 
Then David comforted his wife Bathsheba, and went in to her and lay with her; and she gave birth to a son, and he named him Solomon. Now the LORD loved him NASB
Solomon was not the oldest son of David, nor the youngest. He was kind of like the middle child out of about nineteen or so children that are named in the Bible, sons that are named in the Bible. 

And Solomon may be familiar to you because as king of Israel, his reputation was that he was like the smartest guy that ever was. Do you remember the story about the baby, the two women who had babies and one rolled over and killed her baby and that one claimed that the other mother’s baby was hers. And they came to Solomon and said, “You decide.” And Solomon says, “I know what I’ll do. Cut that baby in half.” The real mother said, “Oh no! Spare the child’s life!” And that’s how he knew who the real mother was.
1 Kings 3:16-27

16 
Then two women who were harlots came to the king and stood before him. 

17 
And the one woman said, "Oh, my lord, this woman and I live in the same house; and I gave birth to a child while she was in the house. 

18 
And it happened on the third day after I gave birth, that this woman also gave birth to a child, and we were together. There was no stranger with us in the house, only the two of us in the house. 

19 
And this woman's son died in the night, because she lay on it. 

20 
So she arose in the middle of the night and took my son from beside me while your maidservant slept, and laid him in her bosom, and laid her dead son in my bosom. 

21 
And when I rose in the morning to nurse my son, behold, he was dead; but when I looked at him carefully in the morning, behold, he was not my son, whom I had borne." 

22 
Then the other woman said, "No! For the living one is my son, and the dead one is your son." But the first woman said, "No! For the dead one is your son, and the living one is my son." Thus they spoke before the king. 

23 
Then the king said, "The one says, 'This is my son who is living, and your son is the dead one'; and the other says, 'No! For your son is the dead one, and my son is the living one.'" 

24 
And the king said, "Get me a sword." So they brought a sword before the king. 

25 
And the king said, "Divide the living child in two, and give half to the one and half to the other." 

26 
Then the woman whose child was the living one spoke to the king, for she was deeply stirred over her son and said, "Oh, my lord, give her the living child, and by no means kill him." But the other said, "He shall be neither mine nor yours; divide him!" 

27 
Then the king answered and said, "Give the first woman the living child, and by no means kill him. She is his mother." NASB
We use that incident, it’s in secular understanding, it’s not just Bible students who know about the wisdom of Solomon. They talk about making a decision and they refer to Solomon as being so wise because he could discern how to tell who was really the child’s mother.
And those tribes of all Israel were united in the kingdom under Solomon as well.

But there was one problem. And in 1 Kings 11 we find out what that problem actually is. It tells us that King Solomon had many foreign women and he loved them. And he names them there, and it talks about the nations that they come from.
1 Kings 11:1

1
 Now King Solomon loved many foreign women along with the daughter of Pharaoh: Moabite, Ammonite, Edomite, Sidonian, and Hittite women, NASB

But it says there in verse 2:

1 Kings 11:2 [reads]
2 
from the nations concerning which the LORD had said to the sons of Israel, "You shall not associate with them, neither shall they associate with you, for they will surely turn your heart away after their gods." Solomon held fast to these in love. NASB

1 Kings 11:4-6 [reads]
4 
For it came about when Solomon was old, his wives turned his heart away after other gods; and his heart was not wholly devoted to the LORD his God, as the heart of David his father had been. 

5 
For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians and after Milcom the detestable idol of the Ammonites. 

6 
And Solomon did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, and did not follow the LORD fully, as David his father had done. NASB

1 Kings 11:9 [reads]
9 
Now the LORD was angry with Solomon because his heart was turned away from the LORD, the God of Israel, who had appeared to him twice, NASB
Now, he turned away from God. Does that concept remind you of anything you read in Isaiah chapter 1 this week? They had, what? Turned away. And he did what God had commanded him not to do. So verse 11 said:

1 Kings 11:11 [reads]
11 
So the LORD said to Solomon, "Because you have done this, and you have not kept My covenant and My statutes, which I have commanded you, I will surely tear the kingdom from you, and will give it to your servant. NASB
And the history of Israel from that point on in Kings, is that tearing apart of that united kingdom, of dividing the tribes up into two different kingdoms. And what caused it to be divided was going after idols, worshipping so-called gods that was not the God of Israel. The God who had brought them out of Egypt, the God who had led them through the wilderness, the God who had provided them manna, the God who had provided them water, the God who had provided them protection against the Amalekites, the God who had made sure that the soles of their shoes and their clothing did not wear out for forty years, the God that brought them across the Jordan River, the God that flattened the walls of Jericho, the God who did all these things, providing this great land, and whenever they had a problem with a foreign oppressor, the God who raised up a judge to deliver them from that oppressor. The God who gave them the king of their dreams and when he turned out to be not what they needed, the God who raised up David. And then the God who provided all that wisdom to Solomon. And yet they turned away to things that they made with their own hands.
Isa 2:8

8 
Their land has also been filled with idols; They worship the work of their hands, That which their fingers have made. NASB
When I was a little boy, one of the presents that I wanted and received early on was, you know, what they called a jackknife. You know, a pocket knife, foldable blades. Then when I was young, I was in scouting so I had a Boy Scout knife. Really cool. You gotta have a knife if you’re a kid. And one of the things I wanted to learn how to do was to whittle, you know, carve something out of wood with my little knife. I was never any good at it. What I usually did was take a big stick and make a smaller stick. If I had any speed about me, I could have made my own toothpicks, but probably my teeth would have fallen out before I ever got the first one made. But I was really good at taking a big stick and making a small stick out of it. But I like to whittle.
Now, can you just imagine, you take this hunk of wood you found on the ground, you sit there with your knife and you carve it up. You say, “Ah ha! I’ve made a god! Let me worship it!”

It sounds idiotic, but that’s the nonsense that was going on. Then: “Oh! There’s a high hill and a tree sitting on it. Since it’s so high, maybe I should worship it!” 
Now, you can imagine a God who had provided everything that I just recited might be a little bit steamed if they would turn away in that way. But if He really loves like God says He loves in the Bible, than wouldn’t He want to do something within His power to bring them back? Wouldn’t He want to say something to His children whom He loves to get them to change their ways?
My dad had a way of changing my ways. Uh huh, sure. He used to give me pats on the back. Sometimes high and sometimes a little lower. But the idea was to change my ways. You know, actually, the pats on my back were to keep doing what I was doing well and the ones that were lower was to get me to stop doing the silly things I was doing. But, He wanted me to change. He wanted me to turn from the ways that I was going.

So, here is God, who has taken Israel and adopted them as His own people, cared for them in the way that I just described. Gone through all this trouble to get them to worship Him rightly; even gave them the scout law, and the scout oath, and everything, right?

I mean, I usually like to bore people to death with remembering the scout oath from when I was twelve years old. You know, the, a good scout is trustworthy, loyal, helpful, friendly, courteous, kind, obedient, cheerful, thrifty, brave, clean, and reverent. Did I get it right Boy Scouts of America? Do you remember, right? 

Ten Commandments, right? You’ve got ten laws to follow, ten words, ten commandments, do these things. What was the first one? I’m the Lord your God, you shall have no other gods before Me, right? You shall not make any graven images or bow down to them. 
Ex 20:2-5

2 
"I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 

3 
"You shall have no other gods before Me. 

4 
"You shall not make for yourself an idol, or any likeness of what is in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the water under the earth. 

5 
You shall not worship them or serve them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children, on the third and the fourth generations of those who hate Me, NASB

First two things you had to think about, even if you can’t remember ten, you ought to be able to get the first two. But they couldn’t even do that. So, Solomon, the wisest of all can’t do that, so he tears the kingdom apart. Idolatry was the issue; failure to obey the first two parts of the law.
[Use the map from lesson 4: “Dividing the Land,” to help with this next section.]
Now, those, that division of the kingdoms then, gives us two kingdoms. I’m going to walk over here to the board and just draw a picture to help you visualize what we’re talking about. So, if we imagine that we have the Mediterranean Sea and Israel is the land immediately to the east of the Mediterranean Sea. And you’ve got the Sea of Galilee, Jordan River, and the Dead Sea down here, and Israel occupies land here, here, and some over here to the east of the river: for Gad, and Reuben, Gad, and half of Manasseh stayed east of the river when the rest went and settled to the west of the river. Essentially, Jerusalem is right about there. Essentially, everything to the north and all of this over to the east, all of that, is known as the Northern Kingdom and is often called, most of the time, is called Israel. From the time of the divided kingdom, when it is divided into two, this northern part is called Israel. Then, from Jerusalem southward is the Southern Kingdom and is called the Kingdom of Judah. That southern kingdom really only has two tribes in it. It has the tribe of Judah and it has the tribe of Benjamin.
And that’s what God basically said when He told Solomon that He was going to tear the kingdom out of his hands. It amplifies it a little bit later and I’m just teaching through it without reading every verse. But He said, “I’m going to take ten pieces and tear it away from you. But for the sake of your father, David, I’m going to leave you this little remnant.”

And David was, remember, and Solomon therefore because he was the son of David, were of the tribe of Judah. So Judah remains, and Benjamin remains. And it’s kind of important for Benjamin to remain because that’s kind of where Jerusalem is, is right there at that edge where Benjamin and Judah come together, is where Jerusalem is in terms of the division of the land.

So, what happens is we now we have two kingdoms. Now, the guy who takes over as the king in the north, Jeroboam, son of Nebat, he’s not part of Judah. It doesn’t really matter what tribe he’s from because he’s not in that descendant line from David. That’s what’s going to be the king in Judah, is the line of the descendants from David. Remember God said, “David, I’m going to give you a house, going to keep you a man on the throne forever.” It’s going to be a descendant of David on the throne. This kingdom is reduced to just Judah, just two tribes.
Now, when you read carefully, a few other folks join up with them. A few survivors from the other tribes say, “I think I’d rather stick with the group in the south.” And they do it for a very particular reason. The reason they stick with the tribe in the south is because they believe in worshipping in Jerusalem at the temple, God’s way. 

In the north they said, “Well, if Jerusalem is in Judah and we don’t live in Judah, I‘m afraid the people will return to God, return to David, and return to Judah because the temple is down there. So, to prevent that, I know what we’ll do, we’ll institute our own worship system. We don’t have to do it God’s way.
1 Kings 12:26-33

26 
And Jeroboam said in his heart, "Now the kingdom will return to the house of David. 

27 
If this people go up to offer sacrifices in the house of the LORD at Jerusalem, then the heart of this people will return to their lord, even to Rehoboam king of Judah; and they will kill me and return to Rehoboam king of Judah." 

28 
So the king consulted, and made two golden calves, and he said to them, "It is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem; behold your gods, O Israel, that brought you up from the land of Egypt." 

29 
And he set one in Bethel, and the other he put in Dan. 

30 
Now this thing became a sin, for the people went to worship before the one as far as Dan. 

31 
And he made houses on high places, and made priests from among all the people who were not of the sons of Levi. 

32 
And Jeroboam instituted a feast in the eighth month on the fifteenth day of the month, like the feast which is in Judah, and he went up to the altar; thus he did in Bethel, sacrificing to the calves which he had made. And he stationed in Bethel the priests of the high places which he had made. 

33 
Then he went up to the altar which he had made in Bethel on the fifteenth day in the eighth month, even in the month which he had devised in his own heart; and he instituted a feast for the sons of Israel, and went up to the altar to burn incense. NASB
“What we’ll get is our own priests. John, would you like to be a priest? If you just give me seven bulls and a couple of goats and rams you can be a priest. I’ll make you a priest if you’ll pay my price.”
So, John says, “Sure! I’ll be a priest, I got the money. I’d like to be a priest. Big deal, you know?”

So he gets to be a priest because he buys his way into the priesthood. So, he creates this priesthood. 

Well, what’s the Levitical priesthood going to do? Well, they’re headed to Jerusalem where they can do their responsibility. So we get some Levites going down south, too. So we’ve got this worship system.

2 Chron 11:14

14 
For the Levites left their pasture lands and their property and came to Judah and Jerusalem, for Jeroboam and his sons had excluded them from serving as priests to the LORD. NASB
“Now, okay, well now. So if the temple is in Jerusalem and Jerusalem’s in Judah and all the priests have gone down to Jerusalem into Judah to do worship the way God said, now, I’ve got these priests, where and how are we going to worship?”
Well, Jeroboam, son of Nebat, and the gang up north says, “I’ve got it! Jerusalem’s on a hill. We need to have something on a hill. So we’ll figure out what we can do.”

What they do is they say, “Hmm. Worship, worship, worship. Got it! Golden calf! Great idea! Right? Let’s build a couple of golden calves. We’ll put one here in Samaria, one up in Dan. Now we don’t have to travel all the way down to Samaria, you know, that was so burdensome to have to go to Jerusalem three times a year when we live way up north. If we put an idol up north then we only have to go a short way. We can make worship easier.”

So, we’re worshipping something made with our own hands in violation of commandment two, right? And we’re worshipping with the wrong priesthood in the wrong place, the wrong way, worshipping the wrong thing. That’s the condition of this Northern Kingdom right here [Points to white board.] for two hundred years, between the time, about 931 BC, when the, between the time when the kingdom split, down to the time of Isaiah. That’s the condition of the Northern Kingdom. 

Southern Kingdom still has Jerusalem, the temple, and the proper worship system, almost. Oh, they have Jerusalem, they have the temple, they have the legitimate Levitical priesthood, but it’s almost worship the right way because they get caught up like Solomon with worshipping idols, too.
Now, how many of you have ever signed a contract? Anybody ever signed a contract? Okay. Whoever you signed a contract with expects you to hold up your end of the contract, right? Say, for example, you buy a house, you sign a contract, right? You say, “Okay bank, I’m going to pay you this much money and after a certain while, you know, the house is mine.” That’s the contract we’re going to keep up, right? You stop paying on the house, the bank takes the house. Says, “Whoops! Sorry, no money, I’ll take the house. You broke the contract.” There’s a judgment against you. The judgment is the loss of the property.

So, that’s where we find God in the time of Isaiah. He says, “Now, wait a minute. Back there on Mount Sinai you said . . .” What did it say? I mean, I think we had some readings in our homework, did we not? Turn to Exodus chapter 34, verse 12.
Ex 34:12-14 [reads]
12 
Watch yourself that you make no covenant with the inhabitants of the land into which you are going, lest it become a snare in your midst. 

13 
But rather, you are to tear down their altars and smash their sacred pillars and cut down their Asherim 

14
— for you shall not worship any other god, for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God —  NASB
He doesn’t want to share you with anybody. He has something and He doesn’t want someone else to have it. That’s the people Israel.
Ex 34:15-16 [reads]
15 
lest you make a covenant with the inhabitants of the land and they play the harlot with their gods, and sacrifice to their gods, and someone invite you to eat of his sacrifice; 

16 
and you take some of his daughters for your sons, and his daughters play the harlot with their gods, and cause your sons also to play the harlot with their gods. NASB
Right? Sounds like Solomon. The sad thing is, it didn’t stop with Solomon. It didn’t stop with his son Rehoboam, and it didn’t stop when they tore this thing in two. They didn’t get the picture, they didn’t understand, they didn’t seem to understand that the problem was the idolatry. It kept on going. It kept on going time after time. And what He says in Deuteronomy, and the places you read, says, “Listen, if you don’t do what I tell you to do, curses, curses on you. Blessings on obedience, but curses for disobedience.” One of the curses being: “I’m going to tear you out of the land.”
See Deuteronomy 28.

Deut 29:24-28

24 
"And all the nations shall say, 'Why has the LORD done thus to this land? Why this great outburst of anger?' 

25 
"Then men shall say, 'Because they forsook the covenant of the LORD, the God of their fathers, which He made with them when He brought them out of the land of Egypt. 

26
'And they went and served other gods and worshiped them, gods whom they have not known and whom He had not allotted to them. 

27
'Therefore, the anger of the LORD burned against that land, to bring upon it every curse which is written in this book; 

28 
and the LORD uprooted them from their land in anger and in fury and in great wrath, and cast them into another land, as it is this day.' NASB

So, we looked at a timeline, did we not? We looked at a timeline and what famous thing happened in the year 722 BC? Anybody recall? What happened in 722 BC? Going once, going twice. The Assyrian captivity. If you studied the Kings and Prophets you know that some of the tribes were actually taken captive into, by Assyria, by as early as 732 BC, 733 BC, but 722 was the end of it all. By that time, by the time of 722, that part was gone into captivity. 
Now, you’d think, you’d think that might serve as a warning to Judah. But it didn’t because they trusted in their temple. They said, “God wouldn’t let His temple by destroyed. God wouldn’t actually let that happen to us in Judah, because after all, we’re Judah. We have Jerusalem and the temple where God placed His name. So we’re safe.”

They trusted in their religion not in their relationship. Does that ring a bell with anything you’ve ever been taught about a religion versus a relationship? The Jews had their religion of going to the temple in Jerusalem and performing the sacrifices, thinking that would keep them safe. As opposed to a relationship with a holy God. A relationship with a holy God meant that they had to be holy, too.

1 Peter 1:15

15 
but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your behavior; NASB
So, that’s where we pick up in Isaiah. And what did he say there in chapter 1 of Isaiah? I think the words ring true having set that background of what’s really going on in Isaiah. He says:

Isa 1:2-3 [reads]
2 
Listen, O heavens, and hear, O earth; For the LORD speaks, "Sons I have reared and brought up, But they have revolted against Me. 

3 
"An ox knows its owner, And a donkey its master's manger, But Israel does not know, My people do not understand." NASB
They did not seem to realize who God was in terms of relationship. A stupid donkey knows its master’s manger. A dumb ox knows who its owner is. But yet, these people don’t know who their Master is and who their Owner is, Almighty God. They’re dumber than an ox, more stupid than the stupidest donkey. He says:
Isa 1:4 [reads]
4 
Alas, sinful nation, People weighed down with iniquity, Offspring of evildoers, Sons who act corruptly! They have abandoned the LORD, They have despised the Holy One of Israel, They have turned away from Him. NASB
You know what that word “despised” means? The Hebrew word there translated as “despised” in the New American Standard means this: I once regarded you highly but now I’ve chosen to regard you with contempt. So, I know that I have changed my view of you. It’s not just I forgot or I slipped into it; it’s I once had a high view and I don’t anymore. It’s kind of like: “God, what’s He done for me lately? You know, I’m dead broke. My car broke down. My wife left me, dog ran away. You know, everything in the world’s gone wrong in my life. What’s God done for me lately?”
You get down on yourself because of life’s circumstances. You’ve got sickness, you’ve got relationship problems, you’ve got all these things weighing you down. You say, “What is God doing for me here while I‘m going through all of this?” And see, what you forget at that point, is that He saved you. 

1 John 4:10

10 
In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. NASB
That He loved you. That He didn’t have to do that. But He chose to. Out of love. So, you forget that He loves you. Even though you’re going through all the hard times, He’s loving you through those hard times. And some of those hard times are there specifically to exercise your faith muscle. So that you can build faith; so they can grow stronger by the trial that you go through and the love is still there.

But they just turned away. He says:

Isa 1:5-6 [reads]
5 
Where will you be stricken again, As you continue in your rebellion? The whole head is sick, And the whole heart is faint. 

6 
From the sole of the foot even to the head There is nothing sound in it, Only bruises, welts, and raw wounds, Not pressed out or bandaged, Nor softened with oil. NASB
What imagery. Can you imagine a human being that looks that way? A human being who is bruised with welts and raw wounds not pressed out or bandaged? A man who has all these things from the sole of his foot all the way to his head? Could it be possible that any man would ever look like that? What would that be like? Isn’t that an interesting thing to think about, that that’s a perfect description of what happened to Jesus when He took all your sin on Him? From the Garden of Gethsemane to the cross when He became sin?
2 Cor 5:21

21 
He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. NASB
Isn’t that an interesting thing that Isaiah uses that imagery? I wonder if he has any idea of pointing forward in time to anything that might be true later. Do you think maybe somewhere in Isaiah we’re going to get some glimpses of Messiah? See, these people, He says, “That’s what you look like. You’re just battered. What’s it going to take to wake you up? To make you understand?”
Isa 1:7-9 [reads]
7 
Your land is desolate, Your cities are burned with fire, Your fields — strangers are devouring them in your presence; It is desolation, as overthrown by strangers. 

8 
And the daughter of Zion is left like a shelter in a vineyard, Like a watchman's hut in a cucumber field, like a besieged city. 

9 
Unless the LORD of hosts Had left us a few survivors, We would be like Sodom, We would be like Gomorrah. NASB
Do you remember the story of Sodom and Gomorrah? In Genesis, when fire rained down from heaven and burned up everything that was there?

Gen 19:24-25

24 
Then the LORD rained on Sodom and Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the LORD out of heaven, 

25 
and He overthrew those cities, and all the valley, and all the inhabitants of the cities, and what grew on the ground. NASB
He said we’d be destroyed like those two cities unless God had enough grace to leave a few survivors, a remnant. It doesn’t use the word “grace” here, but that’s what He’s talking about. So He says:
Isa 1:10-13 [reads]
10 
Hear the word of the LORD, You rulers of Sodom; Give ear to the instruction of our God, You people of Gomorrah. 

11 
"What are your multiplied sacrifices to Me?" Says the LORD. "I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams, And the fat of fed cattle. And I take no pleasure in the blood of bulls, lambs, or goats. 

12 
"When you come to appear before Me, Who requires of you this trampling of My courts? 

13 
"Bring your worthless offerings no longer, Incense is an abomination to Me. New moon and sabbath, the calling of assemblies—I cannot endure iniquity and the solemn assembly. NASB
They were going through the motions of religion, doing the things that God said to do, but there wasn’t any truth in what they were doing because they were filled with iniquity and they were only performing a ritual. 
You can go to church; you can put your offering in the plate, if you use a plate, or a basket, or however you do it. Maybe you lay it up on the altar. You can do all that, but if iniquity is in your heart and you do not really love or worship God, and you go through that motion, everybody around you will say, “Look at that person! Aren’t they a fine Christian?” ‘Cause you go forward and you’re there every Sunday. “Wow! Look at that: faithful attendance.”

But deep down within you you’re just filled with iniquity and you’re no more a child of God than the next person, God would say to you, “I’ve had enough of your offerings. I’ve had enough of this pretense of loving Me. I hate your coming to church every Sunday unless you get right with Me in relationship.” You can be right in the religion but not right in the relationship. That’s what He’s talking about here. He says:

Isa 1:14-15 [reads]
14 
"I hate your new moon festivals and your appointed feasts, They have become a burden to Me. I am weary of bearing them. 

15 
"So when you spread out your hands in prayer, I will hide My eyes from you, Yes, even though you multiply prayers, I will not listen. I’m not going to hear them. Because it’s just nonsense. It’s just words. You don’t mean it. Your hands are covered with blood. NASB
Ps 24:3-4

3 
Who may ascend into the hill of the LORD? And who may stand in His holy place? 

4 
He who has clean hands and a pure heart, Who has not lifted up his soul to falsehood, And has not sworn deceitfully. NASB
What do the psalms tell us about who can come to the hill of the Lord? How do you come? Clean hands and a pure heart. Your hands are covered with blood. It says you’re not coming to Me that way. Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean. Remove the evil of your deeds from My sight. Cease to do evil.

Isa 1:15-16

15 
"So when you spread out your hands in prayer, I will hide My eyes from you, Yes, even though you multiply prayers, I will not listen. Your hands are covered with blood. 

16 
"Wash yourselves, make yourselves clean; Remove the evil of your deeds from My sight. Cease to do evil, NASB
Coming to church and giving the offering, the temple in their case, right? But yet they’re doing evil. Hypocrites. 

Isa 1:17 [reads]
17 
Learn to do good; Seek justice, Reprove the ruthless; Defend the orphan, Plead for the widow. NASB
Get right. I love that next verse: “Come now, let us reason together.” Think through what I’ve been saying about who you are. Think about who you are, what you’ve been doing and reason together. He says:
Isa 1:18 [reads]
18 
"Come now, and let us reason together," Says the LORD, "Though your sins are as scarlet, They will be as white as snow; Though they are red like crimson, They will be like wool. NASB
Once again, does that sound like anything you’ve ever heard before? Where does that seem to be going? He says, “Cleanse yourselves; make yourselves clean. Wash yourselves.” But what’s the reality? Can you cleanse yourself? We learn in Hebrews, there’s, right? You have to have the cleansing by blood and the blood has to be pure blood. And there’s only one pure blood that will ever take away the stain of sin.

And though your sins be of scarlet, yet they will be white like wool, when it’s the blood of Jesus that washes away your sin.

Heb 10:1-4

1 
For the Law, since it has only a shadow of the good things to come and not the very form of things, can never by the same sacrifices year by year, which they offer continually, make perfect those who draw near. 

2 
Otherwise, would they not have ceased to be offered, because the worshipers, having once been cleansed, would no longer have had consciousness of sins? 

3 
But in those sacrifices there is a reminder of sins year by year. 

4 
For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins. NASB

1 Peter 1:18-19

18 
knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, 

19 
but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ. NASB
Here’s Isaiah giving us these little nuggets. He’s not talking about somebody named Jesus, I mean, I didn’t see Jesus’ name here, did you? Oh no. But He’s talking about something that’s going to happen that’s going to cleanse Israel. Something’s going to go on that sounds like some things we already know about. And look what He says in 19:
Isa 1:19-20 [reads]
19 
"If you consent and obey, You will eat the best of the land; 

20 
"But if you refuse and rebel, the opposite of consent and obey You will be devoured by the sword." Truly, the mouth of the LORD has spoken. NASB
So what is He saying here? “How you live, how you really relate to Me will determine your outcome.” I think that’s echoed in the New Testament, if you believe you have everlasting life.
John 3:36

36 
"He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him." NASB

Mark 9:46

46
[where their worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched.]  NASB
If you don’t believe than you have everlasting death. On the one hand, life and heaven and presence of the Lord. And on the other hand, the Lake of Fire where the worm does not die and the flame is not quenched. You’re outcome is determined by your faith, the New Testament says.
As we read on and look, He says:

Isa 1:21-26 [reads]
21 
How the faithful city He’s talking about Jerusalem. He’s talking about Zion. He’s talking about this kingdom of Judah. has become a harlot, She who was full of justice! Righteousness once lodged in her, But now murderers. 

22 
Your silver has become dross, the throw away part. Your drink diluted with water. 

23 
Your rulers are rebels, And companions of thieves; Everyone loves a bribe, And chases after rewards. They do not defend the orphan, Nor does the widow's plea come before them. 
24 
Therefore Because this is the way things are in Jerusalem and Judah. the Lord GOD of hosts, The Mighty One of Israel declares, "Ah, I will be relieved of My adversaries, And avenge Myself on My foes. 

25 
"I will also turn My hand against you, And will smelt away your dross as with lye, And will remove all your alloy. 

26 
"Then I will restore your judges as at the first, And your counselors as at the beginning; After that you will be called the city of righteousness, A faithful city." NASB
There’ll be a purging that God does, to clean away the evil. We’ll get rid of that junk. I’ll put something in you that will take care of it.
Ever had your mother tell you that you ought to have your mouth washed out with soap? ‘Cause there was something dirty in that mouth, right? Something nasty came out of that mouth. “I’ll clean you up,” she said. I can see you’re laughing ‘cause you must identify with that somewhere along the line. Something nasty came out of that mouth. “We’ll clean you up.” That’s all God is saying. “I’ll clean you up.”
Isa 1:27 [reads]
27 
Zion will be redeemed with justice, And her repentant ones with righteousness. NASB
What is repentance? Something that turns around and goes the other way. Right? It could be translated: returnees. That’s interesting. How does that relate back to chapter 1, verse 4?
Isa 1:4
4 
Alas, sinful nation, People weighed down with iniquity, Offspring of evildoers, Sons who act corruptly! They have abandoned the LORD, They have despised the Holy One of Israel, They have turned away from Him. NASB

Isa 1:27-29
27 
Zion will be redeemed with justice, And her repentant ones with righteousness. 

28 
But transgressors and sinners will be crushed together, And those who forsake the LORD shall come to an end. 

29 
Surely, you will be ashamed of the oaks which you have desired, And you will be embarrassed at the gardens which you have chosen. NASB
They have turned away. Now, He’s talking about those who will have turned back. They’ve turned away. He’s talking about those who turned back from going the way they’ve gone. And they’ll be redeemed with justice and with righteousness. The transgressors and sinners, the ones who twist and pervert God’s law, they’ll be judged as well; they’ll be crushed. The ones who forsake the Lord will come to an end. “And you’ll be ashamed of the oaks which you desire.” That’s that imagery of worshipping that tree on the high hill. That kind of thing that He’s talking about.
Isa 1:29-31 [reads]
29 
Surely, you will be ashamed of the oaks which you have desired, And you will be embarrassed at the gardens which you have chosen. 

30 
For you will be like an oak whose leaf fades away, Or as a garden that has no water. 

31 
And the strong man will become tinder, His work also a spark. Thus they shall both burn together, And there will be none to quench them. NASB
That’s the judgment on the wicked, the judgment on those who will not turn back from having turned away. He brings this judgment and says, and why is it possible, why is it right for him to bring this judgment? Because they entered into that covenant with Him on Mount Sinai. Everybody there at Mount Sinai, when Moses relayed what God had said: “This is the law; this is how we will relate to one another.” They said, the ones standing there said, “We’ll do it! Every word you’ve written, we’ll do.” 
When that generation was dead and Moses stood with the children of Israel on the Plains of Moab, just before crossing the Jordan River, he repeated the whole thing. He renewed the covenant. That generation said, “Yep! We’ll do it. We promise. We will.” And they broke their promise. But when they break their promise God has a right to call into account the promise that they made.

That was way back in Exodus at about 1400 BC. Now we’re down to the time of Isaiah here, which is around 730 BC, or something like that, if I remember my timeline correctly. 700 years having gone by. But God is not short-tempered or He wouldn’t still be giving them a chance after that many years. He’s a faithful and patient God: waiting for them to change.

Now, here in chapter 2, as He continues, He seems to speak of another time. He says: “Now it will come about in the last days . . .” And in your homework, if you did your homework, you looked up in Hebrews where the writer says: “In these last days He has spoken to us in His Son.” Right?
Isa 2:2

2 
Now it will come about that In the last days, The mountain of the house of the LORD Will be established as the chief of the mountains, And will be raised above the hills; And all the nations will stream to it. NASB

Heb 1:2

2 
in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the world. NASB
So, what did that tell us? That told us that the last days were a time in which Jesus was there speaking. So technically, what we meant for your homework, that the last days are from the time of Jesus onward.
So, when Isaiah says, “In the last days . . .” he’s saying the fulfillment won’t come until the time of Jesus. Then, here’s what’s going to happen. Now you do have to ask yourself: in the last days: was it at the first coming of Jesus or the second coming of Jesus? Either way, it’s in the days of Jesus, is it not? So He says:

Isa 2:2 [reads]
2 
Now it will come about that In the last days, The mountain of the house of the LORD Will be established as the chief Now, He’s talking about Jerusalem, Israel. Remember that’s the capital of our southern kingdom of Judah, is Jerusalem. That’s where the right worship is supposed to happen. He says it will happen. of the mountains, And will be raised above the hills; And all the nations will stream to it. NASB
And we can study the prophets and parallel this. We could go to Micah, we could go to Joel, we could go to Zechariah. We could see how the nations are supposed to stream to Jerusalem in this day, whenever that day is that’s coming. That’s part of the days that is involved with Jesus. He’ll have that judgment there. Of course, verse 4, that wonderful verse 4 of chapter 2, that talks about the people’s hammering their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks.
Isa 2:4

4 
And He will judge between the nations, And will render decisions for many peoples; And they will hammer their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not lift up sword against nation, And never again will they learn war. NASB
That little verse that’s quoted, I believe, it’s on a statue out in the courtyard of the United Nations in New York City, about hammering swords into plowshares, spears into pruning hooks. They don’t quote the first part about God judging between the nations. Because the United Nations with its headquarters in New York, they’re trying to judge between the nations on a human level. They’re not trying to judge according to God’s judgment, or there wouldn’t be all those resolutions against Israel. It’s man’s kind of judgment. 

“Well, the Palestinians were there first.” Yes, you’re right. There were people living in the land of Canaan before the Israelites came across the Jordan River. Is that not right? True? But, what did God say about that land? “I’m giving it to you, Israel, as an everlasting possession. I’m going to tear them out of that land. I’m God.” Right? I’m not, me! I’m not . . . understand! God is saying, “Look, I created it, I can give it to whomever I want to give it to. It’s My creation and I can give it out to whomever I want to give it to. And if I choose to give it to this people, whom I picked out of all nations of the earth to be My people and worship Me in this place, I can give it to them.”
Gen 17:8

8 
And I will give to you and to your descendants after you, the land of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and I will be their God." NASB

Deut 7:1

1 
"When the LORD your God shall bring you into the land where you are entering to possess it, and shall clear away many nations before you, the Hittites and the Girgashites and the Amorites and the Canaanites and the Perizzites and the Hivites and the Jebusites, seven nations greater and stronger than you, NASB

Deut 9:4-5

4 
Do not say in your heart when the LORD your God has driven them out before you, 'Because of my righteousness the LORD has brought me in to possess this land,' but it is because of the wickedness of these nations that the LORD is dispossessing them before you. 

5 
It is not for your righteousness or for the uprightness of your heart that you are going to possess their land, but it is because of the wickedness of these nations that the LORD your God is driving them out before you, in order to confirm the oath which the LORD swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. NASB
And how long has God been in existence? Forever. How long will He be in existence? Forever. Then He has the ability to give it as an everlasting possession. Because there’s no man on earth who ever has that ability to be around as long as God. Well, we can follow those laws. “That’s My property. I can give it to whom I want to give it to. Right? You can’t be taking that away from Me, that’s Mine,” God says. “It’s Mine. I can give it to whom I want.” So He makes that and the nations; God will judge between the nations.
So, He asks Jacob to walk in the light of the Lord.

Isa 2:5-6 [reads]
5 
Come, house of Jacob, and let us walk in the light of the LORD. 

6 
For Thou hast abandoned Thy people, the house of Jacob, Because they are filled with influences from the east, And they are soothsayers like the Philistines, And they strike bargains with the children of foreigners. NASB
He talks about, how God, verse 6, has abandoned His people, the house of Jacob. How they’re filled with influences from the east. Oh, oh. Let’s read that one again. Verse 6. 

“They are filled with influences from the east.”

Hmm. Did you ever wonder where the zodiac came from? You know, the horoscope and the twelve signs of the zodiac? That’s one of those eastern things where they’re looking at the stars trying to tell the future based on the positions of the stars. Not the God who hung the stars, but the stars themselves. Instead of worshipping the Creator, they’re worshipping the creation . . . oh! Romans chapter 1, right?
Rom 1:25

25 
For they exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen. NASB

Isa 2:6

6 
For Thou hast abandoned Thy people, the house of Jacob, Because they are filled with influences from the east, And they are soothsayers like the Philistines, And they strike bargains with the children of foreigners. NASB
They’re soothsayers like the Philistines. You can drive down here, in Chattanooga, you can leave our property on Noah Reid Road, you go down the next intersection, turn left, Shallowford Road, and head toward Interstate 75 and the mall. Over there on the right hand side, for years and years and years and years there’s a sign, right? Do you know it? The audience here? Palm reading, soothsaying, telling of your future, from what? The lines on your hand, the bumps on your head, or a bunch of cards, that they turn over and say, “Huh!!” You know, or whatever. Or some other silly promise: “Oh! You’re going to win the lottery!” 

They struck bargains with the children of foreigners. Hmm. “If you’ll just leave me in peace, I’ll give you this much of my land.” They’re still bargaining with the children of foreigners. Instead of standing on the promise of God. They’re bargaining with the children of foreigners.
Isa 2:6-11 [reads]
6 
For Thou hast abandoned Thy people, the house of Jacob, Because they are filled with influences from the east, And they are soothsayers like the Philistines, And they strike bargains with the children of foreigners. 

7 
Their land has also been filled with silver and gold, And there is no end to their treasures; Their land has also been filled with horses, And there is no end to their chariots. 

8 
Their land has also been filled with idols; So with the prosperity God gave them they took the liberty to also fill their land with other things that the nations had, that included idols. They worship the work of their hands, back to my whittling example. That which their fingers have made. 

9 
So the common man has been humbled, And the man of importance has been abased, But do not forgive them. 

10 
Enter the rock and hide in the dust From the terror of the LORD and from the splendor of His majesty. 

11 
The proud look of man will be abased, And the loftiness of man will be humbled, And the LORD alone will be exalted in that day. NASB
Now, He’s talking about a specific day in the future in which the proud will be humbled. He repeats that down in verse 17.
Isa 2:17 [reads]
17 
And the pride of man will be humbled, And the loftiness of men will be abased, And the LORD alone will be exalted in that day. NASB
Now, God gives us pictures of these things throughout history and time. He does things to show us what He’s talking about. And I believe you went back and looked in Kings about King Uzziah and Jotham, about what life was like in those days. We didn’t have you look in Chronicles. If you look in 2 Chronicles, it tells the story a little more fully about King Uzziah.

See 2 Chronicles 26.

King Uzziah was a good guy. He did a lot of wonderful things for Israel. He built up fortifications and, you know, he was doing a lot of great things. But pride got a hold of him. Pride got a hold of him. His heart was lifted up and he decided he could go offer incense in the temple. Even though God’s law had said only the priests may put incense on the golden altar and take incense in a censor and offer it up before God as a sweet aroma. Only the priest. This king, Uzziah, who is a descendant of David, therefore, from the tribe of Judah, not from the tribe of Levi, decided that he would go in and offer incense. And the minute he did, God struck him with leprosy that day. And because he was leprous and unclean, he could no longer even enter the courts of the temple. Because he was unclean he had to go live outside the camp until he was clean. The law said he would go stay outside the camp and then he could show himself to the Levitical priest to prove that he was healed and he was clean and he could rejoin the assembly. But he was a leper until the day of his death.
Lev 13:46

46 
"He shall remain unclean all the days during which he has the infection; he is unclean. He shall live alone; his dwelling shall be outside the camp. NASB
Also see Leviticus 14:1–32.

So he had to live in a separate house. Because he got so prideful he thought he could be the priest. God wouldn’t even let him enter His house anymore and made him go live apart from everyone else. The proud will be humbled. And that picture from King Uzziah is this: when God gives you some great blessing, such as strength or wisdom or wealth or power, don’t start getting the impression that you’ve gotten all of that because of you. ‘Cause it’s not about you. It’s about God. And if Uzziah had simply exalted God instead of exalting himself, that never would have happened and he would have been able to go in and worship God as God said in His Word, for the rest of the days of his life.
So He gives us these little pictures, these little vignettes along the way, about the difference between God and man. Man, who can create an idol; man, who can go put incense on an altar. I mean, any human being can do it, but God said, “That’s not the way to approach Me. You’ve got to do it My way.” He says, “Don’t make a graven image of Me because there’s no object on earth that I have created that represents Me. I don’t look like a chair. Why make a chair as an idol? I don’t look like a calf. So, why would you make a calf as an idol? That’s part of My creation, that’s not Me.” That’s something you see around you, that’s, can’t be God.
So, when man gets proud and he’s full of himself, God has to empty him of that self and bring him low. 

Do you remember King Nebuchadnezzar? Anybody study Daniel? Remember King Nebuchadnezzar?
Dan 4:29-34

29 
"Twelve months later he was walking on the roof of the royal palace of Babylon. 

30 
"The king reflected and said, 'Is this not Babylon the great, which I myself have built as a royal residence by the might of my power and for the glory of my majesty?' 

31 
"While the word was in the king's mouth, a voice came from heaven, saying, 'King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is declared: sovereignty has been removed from you, 

32 
and you will be driven away from mankind, and your dwelling place will be with the beasts of the field. You will be given grass to eat like cattle, and seven periods of time will pass over you, until you recognize that the Most High is ruler over the realm of mankind, and bestows it on whomever He wishes.' 

33 
"Immediately the word concerning Nebuchadnezzar was fulfilled; and he was driven away from mankind and began eating grass like cattle, and his body was drenched with the dew of heaven, until his hair had grown like eagles' feathers and his nails like birds' claws. 

34 
"But at the end of that period I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes toward heaven, and my reason returned to me, and I blessed the Most High and praised and honored Him who lives forever; For His dominion is an everlasting dominion, And His kingdom endures from generation to generation. NASB
About the time he says, “Look at what all I’ve done!” He’s walking around one night, bragging about all this magnificent stuff, God puts him on his hands and knees. He crawls around for seven years, you know, grows bird feathers like a bird; his nails like claws, until he figured out, “Oh! That was God!” And then he got his mind back and stood upright again. God did that to bring him low so he’d have right appreciation, of a right relationship between man and God. 

So God keeps giving us these pictures throughout Scripture so that we would understand that so we don’t get full of our self and have to go through what different people have gone through. I don’t want to have to go through what Uzziah went through. I don’t want to have to go through what Nebuchadnezzar went through. I need to be reminded of it. 

How can I be reminded of it? I need to keep reading His Word so I’m reminded of it. ‘Cause there it is starring me in the face every time I go and open it up and look at it again. “Oh yeah, I remember that story. Man, the proud, will be abased. The one who is lifted up will be brought low.”

Isa 2:9-12

9 
So the common man has been humbled, And the man of importance has been abased, But do not forgive them. 

10 
Enter the rock and hide in the dust From the terror of the LORD and from the splendor of His majesty. 

11 
The proud look of man will be abased, And the loftiness of man will be humbled, And the LORD alone will be exalted in that day. 

12 
For the LORD of hosts will have a day of reckoning Against everyone who is proud and lofty, And against everyone who is lifted up, That he may be abased. NASB
And He does it in so many ways. Look at verses 13 through 16 of chapter 2.
Isa 2:13-14 [reads]
13 
And it will be against all the cedars of Lebanon that are lofty and lifted up, Against all the oaks of Bashan, 

14 
Against all the lofty mountains, Against all the hills that are lifted up, NASB
He’s going through some poetic parallelism here. Cedars and oaks, mountains and hills. Right? High towers, fortified walls. So, it’s against the very nature, I mean, “Don’t trust in your natural resources. I gave them to you. You may have discovered that oil in the ground, but who do you think made the oil? You didn’t. Don’t trust, don’t trust in the fact that you live in the mountains. God, I, God, made the mountains. You’ve got high towers and fortified walls? Who gave you the ability to do that? Where’d the rocks come from that you built them with? I’m against the thing, and you think you can trust in your ships of Tarshish which carry wonderful things back from the lands they’ve been to? I control the seas.”
He taught Jonah that lesson. “You can’t get in any ship and get away from Me.” He says the pride of man will be humbled.

Isa 2:17

17 
And the pride of man will be humbled, And the loftiness of men will be abased, And the LORD alone will be exalted in that day. NASB
You see, man starts trusting in things he didn’t make, that he didn’t really produce. That was the issue. He didn’t make any of it. You didn’t produce any of it. You’re just using what God has already given you.
Solomon was not wise because Solomon got wisdom from himself. Solomon had wisdom because God gave it to him. Anybody here has any particular talent or ability, God gave it you. Oh, you may have practiced and gotten better at using that talent, but God gave that to you. And when you start getting proud about what you developed, remember God can take it away from you. He can make you a leper, metaphorically speaking. He says:

Isa 2:17-18 [reads]
17 
And the pride of man will be humbled, And the loftiness of men will be abased, And the LORD alone will be exalted in that day. 

18 
But the idols will completely vanish. NASB
He’s talking about a day when even though man wants to make idols, even though they like to worship the things they made with their hands, in that day, only the Lord will be exalted. Which means all those other things will have to go away. In that day, only the Lord will be exalted.
I think that day is not today. Would you agree with me that today is not that day? You can look around you, is only the Lord exalted? Well, then, it can’t be that day. Right? So, probably, that day is still yet future to us. But that day is coming. What’s really amazing is, if you read enough of the Bible, you put the pieces together. You begin to understand some of these things.
2 Peter talks about how the present heavens and the present earth will be totally burned up. You get a new heaven and a new earth. So whatever is in this earth, goes away.

2 Peter 3:10

10 
But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up. NASB

Rev 21:1

1 
And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth passed away, and there is no longer any sea. NASB
Those idols will vanish. So will those fortified walls and towers and everything else that we’ve ever accumulated. 

You’ve heard that expression: “You can’t take it with you”? There you go. Stay here and get burned up. I mean, you can have a really neat headstone on your grave in the cemetery, you know? It can have a catchy little saying on it. But it’s just a thing. It’s just part of the earth. It’s going to perish. Even though it’s the finest marble or granite that you think is going to last forever and ever. 
“My people built monuments to themselves, don’t they?” But they’re going to vanish and perish. That’s what the pyramids of Egypt are, are they not? Great big burial monuments, you know, and they’re crumbling. Time will have its toll on the natural things of earth.

But in the day when God is going to render this judgment against everything that man has lifted up, everything man thinks is his doing, his creation, his work, his strength, his power, his wisdom, his creativity, all these things, He says:

Isa 2:19 [reads]
19 
And men will go into caves of the rocks, And into holes of the ground Before the terror of the LORD, And before the splendor of His majesty, When He arises to make the earth tremble. NASB
You can flip ahead to Revelation and see where the men say the wrath of God is come upon us and hide themselves from the wrath of God. They think they can hide themselves from the wrath of God. What a lack of understanding.
Rev 6:15-17

15 
And the kings of the earth and the great men and the commanders and the rich and the strong and every slave and free man, hid themselves in the caves and among the rocks of the mountains; 

16 
and they said to the mountains and to the rocks, "Fall on us and hide us from the presence of Him who sits on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb; 

17 
for the great day of their wrath has come; and who is able to stand?"  NASB
If you think you can like a mole bury yourself in the ground and that will hide you from the wrath of God, you’ve never owned a Labrador retriever. ‘Cause they dig the hole right up to get the mole out. I mean, if a dog can do that, what’s God going to do?
You think you can go hide in a cave, you know, bats live in a cave, right? Go hide in a cave. God won’t find you there. What are you thinking? You cannot hide from God and His judgment. And, by the way, I thought it was kind of interesting that He talks about bats and moles here in verse 20, in the caves and the holes in the ground, and earlier He had said . . . what were we going to do? We were going to verse 5 of chapter 2. He said:

Isa 2:5 [reads]
5 
Come, house of Jacob, and let us walk in the light of the LORD. NASB

Isa 2:20
20 
In that day men will cast away to the moles and the bats Their idols of silver and their idols of gold, Which they made for themselves to worship, NASB
What’s common, what’s common between moles and bats? Darkness. They’re blind in the daylight. Moles live in the darkness of a hole in the ground. Bats live in the darkness of a cave. They come out at night. By the way, come sit on your porch some evening, and watch the bats fly around catching the mosquitoes. You thought they were birds, didn’t you? You didn’t know they were bats. They come out in the night. They don’t see by the light of the day, they see by these sort of like radar. They send out sound and it comes back to them and they’re navigating. They don’t walk by the light of the day. So the moles and bats hide in the holes and caves because it’s dark in there. He says, “That’s what men will be like. They’ll go hide in the darkness.”
Ever play pick-a-boo with a baby? All you have to do is cover your face with your hands. “Here I am.” You didn’t go anywhere. You just . . . thinking, oh, they can’t see me. God sees everywhere. God knows everything. God judges all the stuff that we do and all the stuff that we think. He knows whether we really love Him when we attend church and give our offerings and sing in the choir and act as an usher, and lead a Bible study and help with this project and that ministry. He knows whether we really love Him. And unlike Santa Claus, who was just a figment of somebody’s imagination, God has the ability to bring the proud low.

Isa 2:21 [reads]
21 
In order to go into the caverns of the rocks and the clefts of the cliffs, Before the terror of the LORD and the splendor of His majesty, When He arises to make the earth tremble. NASB
I love that verse. We always think about God sitting on His throne, do we not? Sitting on His throne, His arms right there. [His arms are out like they’re resting on the arms of the throne.] What is He like? What does the Bible say He’s like? He’s got hair like wool, right? He’s got robes and He’s on this big throne. We’ve got flashes of lightning and stuff, and some pool of glassy sea. Does that sound familiar to anything you’ve ever read in the Bible?
Dan 7:9

9 
"I kept looking Until thrones were set up, And the Ancient of Days took His seat; His vesture was like white snow, And the hair of His head like pure wool. His throne was ablaze with flames, Its wheels were a burning fire. NASB

Rev 4:5-6

5 
And from the throne proceed flashes of lightning and sounds and peals of thunder. And there were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God; 

6 
and before the throne there was, as it were, a sea of glass like crystal; and in the center and around the throne, four living creatures full of eyes in front and behind. NASB
There’s God, right? Flashing eyes, powerful, right? There He sits on His throne and then He arises to take His vengeance on the men who have turned away from Him and have forsaken Him. He says, “That’s not right!” And you think you can hide from that? You think you can go into a hole? 
You see, the things you make with your hands, whether it’s an idol or a fortified wall or a high tower, the things that might carry you away like a ship or an airplane or a ground conveyance of some sort, made with man’s hands, are those going to save you from the terror, from the wrath of God? Not at all. So why would you regard man? Verse 22:
Isa 2:22 [reads]
22 
Stop regarding man, whose breath of life is in his nostrils; For why should he be esteemed? NASB
He didn’t make any of that stuff. Oh, you may have fashioned the steel, but where did the iron ore come from in the first place? You see, it’s God all the way. And what He’s asking for is a right relationship in terms of holiness. The holy One of Israel, He’s called in verse 4 of chapter 1.
Isa 1:4

4 
Alas, sinful nation, People weighed down with iniquity, Offspring of evildoers, Sons who act corruptly! They have abandoned the LORD, They have despised the Holy One of Israel, They have turned away from Him. NASB
A couple of dozen times, that phrase is used. The holy One of Israel. The issue is the sin of mankind, what they’ve done that’s disobedient. Where they have not consented and obeyed but have refused and rebelled. And that’s the choice He lays before you and me all the time. Obedience or rebellion. 
In the New Testament it’s very clear. God said in 1 John, I believe it is. Chapter 5, verse 2 of 1 John, God said:

1 John 5:2 [reads]
2 
By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and observe His commandments. NASB
I think in that phrase that “loving God” and “observing commandments,” go together. I don’t think they’re separated. I don’t think you can say you love God and not observe His commandments. So when He says: love God and observe His commandments, that’s one thing. That’s what shows you love the children of God, is because you’re loving God, observing His commandments. 

The issue is: how do you relate to God? We talked about how do you come to the Lord. How do you come to the Lord? Clean hands, right? And a pure heart. 

Ps 24:3-4

3 
Who may ascend into the hill of the LORD? And who may stand in His holy place? 

4 
He who has clean hands and a pure heart, Who has not lifted up his soul to falsehood, And has not sworn deceitfully. NASB

What does God really want? You know, there’s about, I’m trying to think, 1 Samuel 15, when Saul was supposed to kill Agag, the king of the Amalekites and all everybody and all the ox and the children. And Samuel came and said, “What’s that, what’s that lowing of cattle, bleating of sheep that I hear?” He said, “Well, I saved them, the best, for sacrifices, you know?” And there Samuel delivered that message, and says, “You know, that rebellion is like divination. It’s just a big sin to not do what God said, as to go after some spiritist or medium or soothsayer or fortune teller or witch or whatever else you want to call it. He doesn’t really want the sacrifices, He wants obedience.”
See 1 Samuel 15.

That’s the problem in Isaiah chapters 1 and 2. We don’t have the obedience even though we have the sacrifices. This continues for hundreds of years in Israel. You go to the time of Malachi and he says the same thing.

He says, “Why do you keep bringing Me that same old sacrifice when your heart’s not in it? You’re not doing it because you love Me. You’re doing it because you’re trying to show off.”

Mal 1:7-10

7 
"You are presenting defiled food upon My altar. But you say, 'How have we defiled Thee?' In that you say, 'The table of the LORD is to be despised.' 

8 
"But when you present the blind for sacrifice, is it not evil? And when you present the lame and sick, is it not evil? Why not offer it to your governor? Would he be pleased with you? Or would he receive you kindly?" says the LORD of hosts. 

9 
"But now will you not entreat God's favor, that He may be gracious to us? With such an offering on your part, will He receive any of you kindly?" says the LORD of hosts. 

10 
"Oh that there were one among you who would shut the gates, that you might not uselessly kindle fire on My altar! I am not pleased with you," says the LORD of hosts, "nor will I accept an offering from you. NASB
God Himself wants us to be holy and to love Him whole-heartedly. And if God came back today, what would He say about you? Would He say you’re one of the ones who’s been humble, one of the ones who’s regarded man? Or one of the ones who’s loved Me? The challenge before us is to take the heed of the message to Isaiah, or from Isaiah, through Isaiah, to Israel, to Judah, Jerusalem at that time. You say, so how does that relate to me? Well, I love God and stop playing with religion.
