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The Word of the Holy One

I Have Heard Your Praise

The book of Isaiah opens telling us that this is the vision of Isaiah, son of Amoz, that happened during the reigns of four kings: Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah. Here we are in the concluding lesson of Part 1 of Isaiah and we’re dealing with this king, Hezekiah. If you think about what’s going on in all the chapters leading up to this we’ve seen so much judgment, woes and oracles, destruction on nation after nation. Not just Israel, not just Judah, not the city of Jerusalem, but Moab, and Egypt, and Aram, Assyria, Babylon, all these different lands. The common feature is judgment on them for how they related to God because they didn’t trust God, and didn’t believe in God, and they didn’t obey God. God brought judgment down upon them for that. He offered out the hope chapter after chapter for those who would be the remnant, the ones who would trust in Him, the ones who would believe in Him. He offered out hope and you kind of wonder if you were living in those days, what mind set would you have? After all, Isaiah, he prophesied for sixty years if you remember the span of his reign and the chart we have in our workbooks, almost sixty years he delivers the message from God. Do you remember when he was called? He said keep on giving the message but they won’t listen to you.

Isa 6:9-10

9 
And He said, "Go, and tell this people: 'Keep on listening, but do not perceive; Keep on looking, but do not understand.' 

10 
"Render the hearts of this people insensitive,, Their ears dull, And their eyes dim, Lest they see with their eyes, Hear with their ears,, Understand with their hearts, And return and be healed." NASB
How tired Isaiah must have gotten in giving that message over and over and over and yet things didn’t change. 

So I thought it would be worthwhile for us to go back and to see if we can find some relationship, how we might relate to the people who were hearing the message of Isaiah year after year after year. So I thought I’d take a little walk through Kings and Chronicles and look at those kings: Uzziah and Jotham and Ahaz and what went on in their days and what the message could have been, even though we might not explicitly have that in Isaiah.

So turn with me, if you will, to Isaiah. I actually want to start at chapter 7 of Isaiah to set the stage a little bit because there’s a, I think the first few verses of that sort of tell us what’s going on. Do you remember that it says:

Isa 7:1 [reads]
1 
Now it came about in the days of Ahaz, the son of Jotham, That’s where we get our first historical touch point of timing here, in the days of Ahaz, the son of Jotham and the son of Uzziah the son of Uzziah, king of Judah, that Rezin the king of Aram and Pekah the son of Remaliah, king of Israel, went up to Jerusalem to wage war against it, but could not conquer it. NASB
The contest that existed throughout all the years between Israel and Judah was just the same kind of contest as there was between these other nations. It was always somebody was somebody’s enemy. It dealt with enemies, it dealt with people coming against another nation and bringing the power and the might of it.

What’s interesting with Ahaz there when it was reported to the house of David, that would mean whoever was ruling in Judah, the Southern Kingdom, was all people from the house of David. Look at this phrase: 
Isa 7:2 [reads]
2 
When it was reported to the house of David, saying, "The Arameans have camped in Ephraim," his heart and the hearts of his people shook as the trees of the forest shake with the wind. NASB
They had no confidence. The people at that time had no confidence. How is it that they might have gotten to that point? What had happened before that? That’s why I thought that it would be good to go back and look at Uzziah and Jotham and see what are the things that transpired. Why would they be in this position that their hearts would shake like the leaves blowing in the wind? What is it that would cause them to feel that way? Didn’t they have confidence? Hadn’t they seen the demonstration of God’s power previously? What had their lives been like? You have to think about what Isaiah had gone through. 

Now Isaiah, if you remember, if we’re right on our chart, that he basically lived, or ministered anyway, from 739 BC to 681 BC. I think these dates are what the chart actually says. What happened in-between? What major event that should just scare the daylights out of Judah, happened in that event? Well, they saw the captivity of Israel. Right? They saw that all those people who had been part of the original, unified, united nation, or kingdom, if you will, of Israel, under Saul, under David, under Solomon, the part that split off to the north, the ten parts, were gone. Taken out of the land that God had promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Taken off to another land that was not their land, where a language was spoken that was not their language, and a religion that was not their religion, strangers. Taken away. How would you react if you were in Judah? If you had seen them go? Would you say, “Wow! I’ll learn my lesson by watching what happened to those guys and I’ll straighten up and fly right.” Or would you say, “Naw, it won’t happen to me. We’ve got Jerusalem and we’ve got the Temple.” You see, that’s exactly what happened. What happened is they began to trust in the form of religion rather than their relationship with God. 

If we can think about that in our own lives, when we begin to trust in our form of religion rather than our relationship with God, than maybe we can identify with the people living in the days of Isaiah. Just to capture the flavor of what it must be like to have lived in that time, to have seen what happened, to have heard that message, as we approach the times of Hezekiah. Then maybe that helped to set the stage for what happens in the days of Hezekiah, the things you’ve studied, the things you’ve talked about, that happened in the days of Hezekiah. I just thought it would be worthwhile for us to take that trip back through memory lane, if you will, in Kings and Chronicles and look at some of those kinds of things.

Where would we find Uzziah in the Bible if we wanted to see what Uzziah was like? We go back to 2 Kings 15 or 2 Chronicles 26. For us, let’s go to 2 Kings 15. 2 Kings 15 talks about Uzziah, here he’s called a different name, Azariah, but he’s really the same guy, he’s mentioned later. But we find out that he came into power at a certain year, and it doesn’t matter what the year is. He was sixteen when he became king. He reigned for a long time there; it tells us even his mother’s name. Then in verse 3 and 4 it says:

2 Kings 15:3-4 [reads]
3 
And he did right in the sight of the LORD, according to all that his father Amaziah had done. 

4 
Only the high places were not taken away; the people still sacrificed and burned incense on the high places. NASB
So on the one hand, Uzziah was doing the right thing, but on the other hand there’s still this idolatry going on in the land. The high places were still there and the people still worshipped and sacrificed there. So we examine the leadership of Uzziah and we say, was he really following God with a whole heart the way his father David had, or was there some part of him who just didn’t have the courage, maybe, to go take away the high places? Was it not his job to uphold the right worship of God? Was it not, as the king, the representative of all the people before God? So he wasn’t 100% there; he was doing well but he didn’t take away the high places. So you ask yourself, what is it we need to learn from that? Briefly in verse 5, it says:

2 Kings 15:5 [reads]
5 
And the LORD struck the king, so that he was a leper to the day of his death. And he lived in a separate house, while Jotham the king's son was over the household, judging the people of the land. NASB
That full story is taught over in 2 Chronicles 26. So we do want to turn over there. It says in 2 Chronicles 26:

2 Chron 26:4-7 [reads]
4 
And he did right in the sight of the LORD according to all that his father Amaziah had done. 

5 
And he continued to seek God in the days of Zechariah, that’s another prophet who’s mentioned here who had understanding through the vision of God; and as long as he sought the LORD, God prospered him. 
6 
Now he went out and warred against the Philistines, and broke down the wall of Gath and the wall of Jabneh and the wall of Ashdod; and he built cities in the area of Ashdod and among the Philistines. 

7 
And God helped him against the Philistines, and against the Arabians who lived in Gur-baal, and the Meunites. NASB
So anyone who was alive in the days of Uzziah, like Isaiah was, and then was also alive in the days of Hezekiah, should have a memory of God helping the king.

Interesting thought to think about. Had they ever seen God help the king against an enemy before? Well, under the days of Uzziah they had; they’d seen God be faithful to the king. Can they get away with the excuse: we have to trust in horses and chariots and other nations? You see the evidence is right here in Scripture that they had already witness to the fact that God would help the king who trusted in God. You see, He doesn’t just help everybody; He helps those who trust in Him. So we have Uzziah building towers and being successful here and the Ammonites giving tribute. But look what happens over in verse 16.

2 Chron 26:16 [reads]
16 
But when he became strong, speaking of King Uzziah his heart was so proud that he acted corruptly, and he was unfaithful to the LORD his God, for he entered the temple of the LORD to burn incense on the altar of incense. NASB
Now, if you study anything in the law with regard to the functions in the Temple, back in the Torah, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, where all the duties are being laid out, priests burn incense, not the king. The king doesn’t do the sacrifice, the king doesn’t do the table of showbread, the king doesn’t do the altar of incense, the king doesn’t do the incense on the golden altar of incense right before the veil, and certainly the king doesn’t enter into the Holy of Holies where God dwells. That was reserved to THE high priest on THE one day of the year, the Day of Atonement, when first he had to cleanse himself and then he could go and sprinkle the blood. God laid out what was to be done. 

So what was Uzziah doing going into the Temple to burn incense on the altar of incense, except having a higher opinion of himself than he ought? Now, so his success is probably, what’s happening here, is the success that he’s had he’s not giving credit to God at that point, he’s giving credit to himself or he wouldn’t be proud. God says, “Let Me prove to you who’s in charge,” and strikes him with leprosy. He has to live apart; can’t go into the Temple any more because he’s unclean, unclean, unclean.

2 Chron 26:19-21

19 
But Uzziah, with a censer in his hand for burning incense, was enraged; and while he was enraged with the priests, the leprosy broke out on his forehead before the priests in the house of the LORD, beside the altar of incense. 

20 
And Azariah the chief priest and all the priests looked at him, and behold, he was leprous on his forehead; and they hurried him out of there, and he himself also hastened to get out because the LORD had smitten him. 

21 
And King Uzziah was a leper to the day of his death; and he lived in a separate house, being a leper, for he was cut off from the house of the LORD. And Jotham his son was over the king's house judging the people of the land. NASB
He can’t go to church anymore. Barred from the premises because he is unclean. Has to live in a house separate from everybody else because he is unclean. So his son has to come to power to reign, because he can’t reign, he can’t perform the functions of the king. That’s what happened to him. Jotham, his son, was made king. 

So immediately if we’re thinking along the lines of Hezekiah, right? We say, “Hmm, was there anytime in Hezekiah’s life where there was an opportunity to have an enemy come against Judah, and then Hezekiah could rely on God?” Ding, ding, ding, bells go off. Sure! Was there any incidence of illness in Hezekiah’s life, ‘cause here we have the leprosy, in Hezekiah we had an illness, right? So how interesting. Was God foreshadowing anything with Uzziah that God is in control over your enemies and God is in control over your sicknesses, right? Elsewhere in the Scriptures it is “I who wound, it is I who heal. I give life and I put to death.”

Deut 32:39

39
'See now that I, I am He, And there is no god besides Me; It is I who put to death and give life. I have wounded, and it is I who heal; And there is no one who can deliver from My hand. NASB
God is in control of all those things. “Oh, the Arameans may come. Oh, the Northern Kingdom of Israel may come. Oh, the Assyrians may come, the Babylonians may come.” But who’s in charge of life and death? Who’s in charge of your health and who’s in charge of your healing? God can afflict and God can heal. That message was clear in the days of Uzziah. 

Certainly Jotham would have understood that. Jotham would have been first-hand saying, “Wow! I got to be king here because my dad’s got leprosy, because he went into burn incense when God said that’s not your job.” Jotham might have had a little bit stronger understanding of that concept. 

So, you kind of wonder about the guy, Jotham. So where do we find him? Well, we pick up either in 2 Chronicles, right where we are, or we go back to 2 Kings 15 to pick up on Jotham. But we can just stay where we are and look at the end of the chapter, into chapter 27, there’s Jotham.

He’s twenty-five when he becomes king; it gives the length of his reign and the name of his mother. Verse 2 tells us about Jotham.

2 Chron 27:2 [reads]
2 
And he did right in the sight of the LORD, according to all that his father Uzziah had done; however he did not enter the temple of the LORD. But the people continued acting corruptly. NASB
So, what he’s saying is, he did what his dad did except he didn’t make that mistake of going in to burn incense. He learned the lesson. He saw his dad’s leprosy and said, “I’m not going to do that one.” But he followed his father, Uzziah, in the other respect, that what? The people continued acting corruptly. So, just like in the days of Uzziah, his dad, in the days of Jotham we still have the people acting corruptly. Which means they’re burning incense and sacrificing on the pagan places instead of the one place they were supposed to.

Once again, he builds some things; he builds cities, he builds fortresses. So, he’s got strength, he fought with the Ammonites.

2 Chron 27:3-6

3 
He built the upper gate of the house of the LORD, and he built extensively the wall of Ophel. 

4 
Moreover, he built cities in the hill country of Judah, and he built fortresses and towers on the wooded hills. 

5 
He fought also with the king of the Ammonites and prevailed over them so that the Ammonites gave him during that year one hundred talents of silver, ten thousand kors of wheat and ten thousand of barley. The Ammonites also paid him this amount in the second and in the third year. 

6 
So Jotham became mighty because he ordered his ways before the LORD his God. NASB
Verse 5, he prevailed over them so that they gave him tribute, just as the Ammonites had given his father tribute. So, Jotham became mighty and look at the reason why. Jotham became mighty because he ordered his ways before, who? All right, so there’s a pattern building. Uzziah became successful because he ordered his ways before the Lord because he served the Lord and did the right things in the sight of the Lord. Now his son, Jotham, seems to be following the same pattern and he’s going to be strong because he’s following the ways of the Lord.

Judah, the people in Judah and Jerusalem ought to be getting what picture? You’ll do well, you’ll be okay, you’ll defeat your enemies if you trust in God. That would seem to me if I’m living in those       days . . . Let me see, first king okay, second king okay, maybe when the third one, fourth one comes around we ought to have the pattern down. How many kings does it take to build a pattern? So, I’m trying to think, if I’m living in those days and I’m, these years have gone by and I’m a little older and I’m trying to assess what’s going on, where does success come from? Where does defeat come from? So, that’s about all it really says to Jotham. But there is one thing in 2 Kings we should look at, so we’re going to dip back there for just a second. Just because this is the time we need to witness something very, very important.

In 2 Kings 15, starting at verse 32:

2 Kings 15:32-35 [reads]
32 
In the second year of Pekah the son of Remaliah king of Israel, Jotham the son of Uzziah king of Judah became king. 

33 
He was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem; and his mother's name was Jerusha the daughter of Zadok. 

34 
And he did what was right in the sight of the LORD; he did according to all that his father Uzziah had done. 

35 
Only the high places were not taken away; the people still sacrificed and burned incense on the high places. He built the upper gate of the house of the LORD. NASB

2 Kings 15:37 [reads]
37 
In those days the LORD began to send Rezin king of Aram and Pekah the son of Remaliah against Judah. NASB
But what years are we talking about? What years are we talking about when he’s reigning? He’s reigning in the time, it’s not quite to the Assyrian captivity, but if you look at verse 29, in the days of Pekah, right? Remember that Jotham became king in the second year of Pekah. 

2 Kings 15:29 [reads]
29 
In the days of Pekah king of Israel, Tiglath-pileser king of Assyria came and captured Ijon and Abel-beth-maacah and Janoah and Kedesh and Hazor and Gilead and Galilee, all the land of Naphtali; and he carried them captive to Assyria. NASB
[Use the map Lesson 4, “Dividing the Land” and the map from lesson 7, “Israel and Judah” to help with this section.]

Now, if I can quickly sketch up a map for you of the areas that were inhabited by the tribes when they entered the land when under Joshua when they conquered. We’ll do our quick little sketch. Let’s see, Galilee, Jordan River, Dead Sea kind of thing. Mediterranean over here and Reuben, Gad, and half the tribe of Manasseh settled on that side of the river. They did not go over and take an inheritance in the land. They saw that land was good for grazing and flock and herds and said, “Can we please stay here?”

Num 32:1-5

1 
Now the sons of Reuben and the sons of Gad had an exceedingly large number of livestock. So when they saw the land of Jazer and the land of Gilead, that it was indeed a place suitable for livestock, 

2 
the sons of Gad and the sons of Reuben came and spoke to Moses and to Eleazar the priest and to the leaders of the congregation, saying, 

3 
"Ataroth, Dibon, Jazer, Nimrah, Heshbon, Elealeh, Sebam, Nebo and Beon, 

4 
the land which the LORD conquered before the congregation of Israel, is a land for livestock; and your servants have livestock. "  

5 
And they said, "If we have found favor in your sight, let this land be given to your servants as a possession; do not take us across the Jordan." NASB

Num 32:16-22

16 
Then they came near to him and said, "We will build here sheepfolds for our livestock and cities for our little ones; 

17 
but we ourselves will be armed ready to go before the sons of Israel, until we have brought them to their place, while our little ones live in the fortified cities because of the inhabitants of the land. 

18 
We will not return to our homes until every one of the sons of Israel has possessed his inheritance. 

19 
For we will not have an inheritance with them on the other side of the Jordan and beyond, because our inheritance has fallen to us on this side of the Jordan toward the east." 

20 
So Moses said to them, "If you will do this, if you will arm yourselves before the LORD for the war, 

21 
and all of you armed men cross over the Jordan before the LORD until He has driven His enemies out from before Him, 

22 
and the land is subdued before the LORD, then afterward you shall return and be free of obligation toward the LORD and toward Israel, and this land shall be yours for a possession before the LORD. NASB
The quid pro quo for that was they had to go over and fight with the rest of the tribes to capture the land of Canaan then they were permitted to go back to these lands. So, they left their wives and their children and their flocks and their herds on the east side of the Jordan, went over, participated in all the campaigns of Israel to capture the land that God had promised on this side of the Jordan. At the end of that they went back and they lived here happily ever after, except that they got to experience the onslaught of foreign nations sooner than these people did because they were over on this side. What is happening here? Because we read, was that Gilead, right? This is Gilead, Gilead is essentially from the Yarmuk River that comes down here down to the Arnon River, that’s essentially Gilead. Taken captive. Two and a half tribes are taken captive before the 722 occurs. Who else was taken captive? What did it say? The Galilee and all the land of Naphtali. Well, I seem to remember in Isaiah there’s a place that where it talks about how this light’s going to shine in Galilee of the Gentiles, right?

Isa 49:6

6 
He says, "It is too small a thing that You should be My Servant To raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved ones of Israel; I will also make You a light of the nations So that My salvation may reach to the end of the earth." NASB
Naphtali, Zebulun, and those kinds of things. The rest of the tribes to up north to Mount Hermon, you had Dan over on the coast, here you had Asher and you had Naphtali; this is all in the Galilee, right? Zebulun’s in there, too, somewhere. I’ve probably got these reversed. Then you’ve got the Valley of Megiddo and below that you have the rest of Manasseh. Issachar’s in here somewhere, too. You have the rest of Manasseh over here and then you have the hill country of Ephraim in here before you get down to Benjamin and Judah and Simeon’s stuck down here with Judah. So, if I’ve taken Gilead and I’ve taken Galilee with Naphtali, I don’t have much left of the Northern Kingdom. Only a few tribes are left. If this happens in the reign of Jotham, then the people living in the times of Jotham, as well as his son Ahaz, should understand that God is, in fact, willing to judge Assyria. It didn’t just happen at one fell swoop. All ten tribes disappeared. This is about 732 BCish, in that neighborhood, when that occurred; 733, maybe a little earlier. But it was before that final captivity of Assyria in 722. It’s not like it happened all of a sudden. It happened in stages. He came, he took. At this point even Ephraim and Manasseh ought to get wise. But they don’t. They don’t learn. They don’t learn. So Jotham is only described briefly. 

So, we move on to his son, Ahaz, right? Since we’re now in 2 Kings 15, we can turn over at 2 Kings 16, where we have the son of Jotham, a guy named Ahaz, becomes king. 

Now, the other thing that I think is happening in the pattern of Uzziah and Jotham and Ahaz and Hezekiah is that God turns up the heat. He adds pressure. He adds opportunity for trust, you know? For many of us we’ve heard the metaphor, the description for faith is a muscle. Faith only grows if you exercise it, just like a muscle only grows when you exercise it. If you don’t exercise muscle it will atrophy. And faith, if it’s not exercised will atrophy, it will grow weak. I’ve often used this, and I don’t know if I’ve used it with you in this series, or if maybe you know it from some other series that I’ve done, that I’ve always thought of the analogy of going to the fitness center in terms of our faith with God that what we have in God through the Holy Spirit is our own personal trainer. With our own customized fitness plan for whatever part of our faith muscles need developing. If you were a weight lifter, a body builder, and you were going to enter one of those competitions you do specific exercises to exercise certain muscles to build up your strength and your appearance in those things. If you have, for example, great upper body development but weak lower body development than you need a customized fitness plan to develop your lower body, or the other way around, or left or right, or whatever else, right? Abs, so you can have that 6-pack. There’s nobody here with a 6-pack, is there? Certainly not moi! Most people liken mine to a keg. I’m in shape! Round is a shape! I’ve used this analogy before. But in terms of my faith muscle what does it look like? Is God developing a 6-pack there? Is God working away at me to have strong well-sculpted faith that’s able to perform every movement or under God’s control? My personal trainer, the Holy Spirit, working with me. 

So, what I believe is happening progressively through Uzziah to Jotham to Ahaz to Hezekiah is opportunity after opportunity after opportunity to exercise faith. It’s already demonstrated. “Respect Me. Treat Me as holy. Don’t mess around with what I tell you to do. Here’s an opportunity. I’ve given you the picture now. Most of Israel’s gone up to captivity. What do you think’s coming next? I’m not down to your place in Judah and Jerusalem yet.” Remember Isaiah’s prophesying to the Southern Kingdom, Judah, right? “We’ll take care of your sister in the north, Israel, watch out! Pay attention. Don’t think I’m fooling around!”

So here comes Ahaz, son of Jotham. He should have seen everything that went before him. He was twenty years old when he became king. That’s old enough to recognize what had happened with your father, true? What a guy.

2 Kings 16:2-3

2 
Ahaz was twenty years old when he became king, and he reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem; and he did not do what was right in the sight of the LORD his God, as his father David had done. 

3 
But he walked in the way of the kings of Israel, and even made his son pass through the fire, according to the abominations of the nations whom the LORD had driven out from before the sons of Israel. NASB
He did not do what was right in the sight of the Lord. What’s the contrast with the other two? They did what was right in the sight of the Lord. He did not do what was right in the sight of the Lord. He walked in the ways of the kings of Israel. Look at this next phrase: “even made his sons pass through the fire according to the abominations of the nations whom the Lord had driven out from before the sons of Israel.”

In Jerusalem, if you think of the walled city of Jerusalem, there’s a valley on the east side, and there’s a valley that comes around the south side that goes to the west. There used to be, you can’t see it today, but there used to be a valley that went up through the middle of Jerusalem. Now, [he’s pointing east of the Temple mount] this is the Kidron Valley, the Mount of Olives is over here [he keeps going east]; It’s right to the east of the old city and the Temple Mount. This valley right here [pointing to the south of the Temple Mount] is usually called the Tyropoeon Valley. You can hardly see it because the city’s been rubbled and rebuilt and rubbled and rebuilt and basically the valley’s been filled in so much. But you do know is that the territory right here where the Temple sits is higher than the area right to the west. This part of the city over here [pointing west of Temple Mount] is higher than this, so you get the idea that there’s sort of a valley there, but, this valley here that comes around the south and to the west is called the Valley of Ben Hinnom. The Valley of the Son of Hinnom. That translates, sometimes, into the Valley of Gehenna. The place of burning. Which takes us in the New Testament to the idea of the Lake of Fire. But what happened in this valley, some scholars say, was they burned their trash there, that’s why it’s the valley of fire. Others say, no. This is where they worshipped the god Molech, where they literally would take their children and make them a burnt offering. That’s what it means by “passing their sons through the fire.” That they would offer their children as a sacrifice to this pagan god by placing them in a fire. There’s variations on a theme as you study different scholars and commentators. But that’s probably the accuracy.

What was it that Ahaz did?

2 Kings 16:3-4 [reads]
3 
But he walked in the way of the kings of Israel, and even made his son pass through the fire, according to the abominations of the nations whom the LORD had driven out from before the sons of Israel. 

4 
And he sacrificed and burned incense on the high places and on the hills and under every green tree. NASB
Now, let’s pause there for a second. What had we seen under Uzziah and Jotham? Uzziah and Jotham acted accordingly, or the proper way, in the sight of God, the way David had done. But the people offered sacrifices in the high places, right? Now, we have the king himself not only offering the sacrifices in the high places, but burning incense where the pagans burned incense, but he’s actually making a child sacrifice out of his own kids. Not all of them, but at least one of them. The king is now worse than the people. Or, at least, equal to them. So God said, “Well, no problem, that’s okay. I don’t mind. I forgive you.” No. He offers Ahaz a wake-up call. 

2 Kings 16:5 [reads]
5 
Then Rezin king of Aram and Pekah son of Remaliah, king of Israel, came up to Jerusalem to wage war; and they besieged Ahaz, but could not overcome him. NASB

So what does Ahaz do? Look at verse 7.
2 Kings 16:7-9 [reads]
7 
So Ahaz sent messengers to Tiglath-pileser king of Assyria, saying, "I am your servant and your son; come up and deliver me from the hand of the king of Aram, and from the hand of the king of Israel, who are rising up against me." 

8 
And Ahaz took the silver and gold that was found in the house of the LORD and in the treasuries of the king's house, and sent a present to the king of Assyria. I read that word [present] as bribe. Payoff. “If I give you what you value most: silver and gold, will you help me remain free from domination by the nations to my north?”
9 
So the king of Assyria listened to him; and the king of Assyria went up against Damascus and captured it, and carried the people of it away into exile to Kir, and put Rezin to death. NASB
Now Ahaz, so grateful, goes to Damascus to meet the king of Assyria, sees an altar there at Damascus and then has Urijah, the priest, make a pattern, go back and make the altar just like it. And where does he put it? He puts it where the bronze altar [altar of burning sacrifices] used to be. Because verse 14 says:

2 Kings 16:14 [reads]
14 
And the bronze altar, which was before the LORD, he brought from the front of the house, from between his altar and the house of the LORD, and he put it on the north side of his altar. NASB
So, in the picture of the temple, the tabernacle, it’s the same basic thing, which you were supposed to have was, you had your table of showbread in the holy place with your lampstands and your altar of incense before the veil and out in front you had your altar and your laver, right? What he’s done, he’s put this altar that he had made according to the pattern of the one he saw in Damascus, right there and moved the bronze altar, the one God told Moses to make, actually Solomon had a replacement for it, and moved it over [so they are sitting side by side, but bronze altar is out of place]. So what has he said to God? The god of Damascus is in first place and You’re in second place. A lot like Uzziah, who said, “I’m in first place, You’re in second place.” ‘Cause Uzziah said, “I’m going to offer incense, that’s what I think is best. I don’t care what You said.” This king [Ahaz] said, “I don’t care what You said, here’s what I’m going to do. I’m going to have sacrifices on that altar not the pattern given in the Word of God.”

So, Ahaz is not like Uzziah. He’s not like Jotham. He’s way, way worse. He’s not giving any credit or acknowledgment to God for what’s going on, is he? Do you see that anywhere here? Where he says, “Oh God, thank You for what You’ve done for me. Let me worship You.” No. He’s going to offer the sacrifices, verse 15:

2 Kings 16:15 [reads]
15 
Then King Ahaz commanded Urijah the priest, saying, "Upon the great altar burn the morning burnt offering and the evening meal offering and the king's burnt offering and his meal offering, with the burnt offering of all the people of the land and their meal offering and their libations; and sprinkle on it all the blood of the burnt offering and all the blood of the sacrifice. But the bronze altar shall be for me to inquire by." NASB
All of that on that, but the bronze altar he’s only going to use for him to inquire by. Nowhere, anywhere in the law, did anyone tell a king of Israel to use the bronze altar to inquire of God by. Actually all the inquiries of God were done by the Urim and Thummim, by those devices which were part of the breast plate, piece, of the high priest. That’s how inquiry of God was to be made. But we should come to Him directly with no intermediary and what we call prayer and ask God what to do.

That’s not Ahaz. Ahaz is going to use the bronze altar to inquire of the Lord. Then perhaps what they were going to do was look at the color of the smoke or something. I’m imagining that, that’s not in the Scripture. The Scripture says he’s using the bronze altar to inquire of the Lord. He’s not using what God has given as a pattern. So this guy, Ahaz, is about as far down as you are able to go. There ought to be a message. Anyway, he died. Good riddance. Well, seriously, right? He was a pagan, sacrificing to all the gods except God. He provoked God to a great deal of anger. If we went to the 2 Chronicles passage, the parallel passage, we’d have the same basic thing described. But it says:

2 Chron 28:23 [reads]
23 
For he sacrificed to the gods of Damascus which had defeated him, and said, "Because the gods of the kings of Aram helped them, I will sacrifice to them that they may help me." But they became the downfall of him and all Israel. NASB
Now, I’ve got to sit down for that one because that one takes my breath away. What did we read in Kings? Aram and Israel came against Judah, correct? Now, they couldn’t defeat Judah, but he sent silver and gold from the treasury of the Temple and his own treasury to the king of Assyria for help, right? And what happened to Aram? They were defeated by Assyria, that’s what we just read in 2 Kings. Correct? With me? Everybody’s nodding yes, I’m with you. So what is this business about sacrificing to the gods of Aram because the gods of the kings of Aram helped them, what? Go into captivity? Isn’t that what we read? That they took Aram captive?

2 Kings 16:9

9 
So the king of Assyria listened to him; and the king of Assyria went up against Damascus and captured it, and carried the people of it away into exile to Kir, and put Rezin to death. NASB
This guy’s not just disobedient to God, he is an absolute nutcakes. He’s, looking at the facts, Aram was taken captive by Assyria, and taking those facts and saying, “The gods of the kings of Aram helped them, I will sacrifice to them that they may help me.” If that’s not calling black, white and white, black, just absolutely turning things completely on their head. The opposite of what the truth is, he has got to be out of his mind. He’s not seeing anything as it really is. 

So, then it talks about what else he did.

2 Chron 28:24-25 [reads]
24 
Moreover, when Ahaz gathered together the utensils of the house of God, he cut the utensils of the house of God in pieces; and he closed the doors of the house of the LORD, and made altars for himself in every corner of Jerusalem. 

25 
And in every city of Judah he made high places to burn incense to other gods, and provoked the LORD, the God of his fathers, to anger. NASB
It wasn’t just enough that the people sacrificed, it wasn’t just enough that the king joined them in sacrificing to other gods, he closed the doors to the Temple to the God of Israel and then made altars for himself and made other places. He didn’t just follow the people, he was leading. And he was leading them straight down the road to destruction. There was no Highway of Holiness for this king; there was the road to destruction. What else could God do but bring judgment on such a king and judgment on such a people that they might wake up. How much farther could they go? They’ve already shown the captivity of the Northern tribes. Didn’t we say it was all of Gilead and all of the Galilee down through Naphtali taken away? What else could He do? What else can God do? 

Or is God the kind of God that not only can bring judgment, but He can also provide an opportunity to change? He doesn’t just judge us, He gives us an opportunity to change our minds. To repent. To recognize that what we’re doing is sin. To call sin, sin and then turn from it. That’s the God that we know. Is it not? If we confess our sins He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. That’s who God is.

1 John 1:9

9 
If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. NASB
So as bad as Ahaz is, as bad as the people of Judah are acting right now under the leadership of king Ahaz, God, because He is a God of second chances, gives the people of Judah and Jerusalem another chance. He allows another king to take the scene and his name is Hezekiah, right? He brings in Hezekiah. He says, “Okay, we didn’t get there with Uzziah, we were okay sort of with Jotham, then we fell off the edge of the earth into the abyss with Ahaz. What about Hezekiah?”

Does Hezekiah, just because he’s the son of Ahaz, act the same as his father? Is he doomed to the same mistakes, or does he personally have a chance to be a different kind of king? He has a chance. My disobedience, my obedience is not dependent on what my father was like. I have every chance under God’s grace and mercy to be different from the way my father was. I can be worse; I can be better. Right? I’m an individual. I’m not trapped by my heritage. I’m not trapped by my family circumstance. I’m not trapped by those things. And Hezekiah had a chance. 

We studied chapters 36, 37, 38, and 39 of Isaiah and we looked at some cross references to verify from Kings and Chronicles the stories that were there. So you know that story. I don’t have to go into a great amount of detail because you spent time discussing it in class as well. We know that he had two major challenges in his life that were talked about. He had an illness, right? And he had an enemy. In each of those cases he had an opportunity to trust in physicians or God, or an army or God. True? What did Hezekiah do? You tell me. What was Hezekiah’s reaction when faced with an army coming against him from Assyria? What did he do? He prayed! See, he didn’t go to this bronze altar made to the north of, the altar from Damascus as his father Ahaz did to inquire of God. He didn’t go to some high place somewhere around Jerusalem to inquire of these other gods. He prayed to the One true living God. And how did God answer? How did God answer him in the case of this enemy coming against him? He delivered Hezekiah and Jerusalem. He did it in a way that couldn’t possibly be attributed to another king or another army. Do you remember the story? They left of their own accord. They left of their own accord and the king of Assyria died. How? Because Israel defeated him? Because Judah’s army was mighty? No. God did it Himself through his own family.

2 Chron 32:21

21 
And the LORD sent an angel who destroyed every mighty warrior, commander and officer in the camp of the king of Assyria. So he returned in shame to his own land. And when he had entered the temple of his god, some of his own children killed him there with the sword. NASB

Absolutely amazing. If you were living in Israel at the same time, what lesson would you have drawn? If you’d been alive to see Ahaz as king, and then Hezekiah as king, what would you have learned? Was there a lesson you could discern? Was it obvious or clear, was all of Israel involved or was it just Hezekiah? Was he in his own private, quiet, prayer chamber where no one else knew about it or was he in public? Remember? Do you need to go look at the text and read it to be sure? Nobody’s answering me so I’m not sure you know. Maybe we should open the text and see what happened. Where was that? Where was that story of his prayer? In Isaiah 37.

Isa 37:1-6 [reads]
1 
And when King Hezekiah heard it, he tore his clothes, covered himself with sackcloth and entered the house of the LORD. 

2 
Then he sent Eliakim who was over the household with Shebna the scribe and the elders of the priests, covered with sackcloth, to Isaiah the prophet, the son of Amoz. 

3 
And they said to him, "Thus says Hezekiah, 'This day is a day of distress, rebuke, and rejection; for children have come to birth, and there is no strength to deliver. 

4
'Perhaps the LORD your God will hear the words of Rabshakeh, whom his master the king of Assyria has sent to reproach the living God, and will rebuke the words which the LORD your God has heard. Therefore, offer a prayer for the remnant that is left.' "  

5 
So the servants of King Hezekiah came to Isaiah. 

6 
And Isaiah said to them, "Thus you shall say to your master, 'Thus says the LORD," Do not be afraid because of the words that you have heard, with which the servants of the king of Assyria have blasphemed Me. NASB
So, he gives back the message, right? But look over at verse 14. He takes this letter that comes from the Assyrian representative and reads it where? He goes up to the house of the Lord and spread it out before the Lord. That’s verse 14 of Isaiah 37.

Isa 37:14-15

14 
Then Hezekiah took the letter from the hand of the messengers and read it, and he went up to the house of the LORD and spread it out before the LORD. 

15 
And Hezekiah prayed to the LORD saying, NASB
He’s in the Temple! He must have opened the door that his father closed, right? If you go to Chronicles and you look at the story, there’s this great revival, great revival under Hezekiah. Maybe we just need to turn back to 2 Chronicles. Hold your finger there in Isaiah and turn back to 2 Chronicles 29.

First year of his reign. First month he opened the doors of the house of the Lord and repaired them. He didn’t just take over, he went in, literally, cleaned house. He brought in the priest, the Levites.

2 Chron 29:3-5 [reads]
3 
In the first year of his reign, in the first month, he opened the doors of the house of the LORD and repaired them. 

4 
And he brought in the priests and the Levites, and gathered them into the square on the east. 

5 
Then he said to them, "Listen to me, O Levites. Consecrate yourselves now, and consecrate the house of the LORD, the God of your fathers, and carry the uncleanness out from the holy place. NASB
He cleaned house. We’re not going to read every verse, but it goes down to, verse 10 says:

2 Chron 29:10 [reads]
10 
Now it is in my heart to make a covenant with the LORD God of Israel, that His burning anger may turn away from us. NASB
So, it talks about what they did. It talks about that consecration, it talks about the altar and the blood atonement for all of Israel, the sin offerings there and the worship that goes on over that time. It goes all the way through chapter 29 over into chapter 30. It talks about how they celebrated the Passover. After they cleansed everybody they celebrated the Passover. Verse 6 says:

2 Chron 30:6-9 [reads]
6 
And the couriers went throughout all Israel and Judah with the letters from the hand of the king and his princes, even according to the command of the king, saying, "O sons of Israel, return to the LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, that He may return to those of you who escaped and are left from the hand of the kings of Assyria. 

7 
And do not be like your fathers and your brothers, who were unfaithful to the LORD God of their fathers, so that He made them a horror, as you see. 

8 
Now do not stiffen your neck like your fathers, but yield to the LORD and enter His sanctuary which He has consecrated forever, and serve the LORD your God, that His burning anger may turn away from you. 

9 
For if you return to the LORD, your brothers and your sons will find compassion before those who led them captive, and will return to this land. For the LORD your God is gracious and compassionate, and will not turn His face away from you if you return to Him." NASB
Wouldn’t you love to have that leader in your country? Any country. That’s the kind of leader you really want to have, who knows his place before God. Who understands God well enough to know that if we will turn to Him He will have compassion. Verse 12 says:

2 Chron 30:12 [reads]
12 
The hand of God was also on Judah to give them one heart to do what the king and the princes commanded by the word of the LORD. 
So, it goes on to describe that wonderful time. This is all stuff that happened in that first year.
2 Chron 30:13-27
13 
Now many people were gathered at Jerusalem to celebrate the Feast of Unleavened Bread in the second month, a very large assembly. 

14 
And they arose and removed the altars which were in Jerusalem; they also removed all the incense altars and cast them into the brook Kidron. 

15 
Then they slaughtered the Passover lambs on the fourteenth of the second month. And the priests and Levites were ashamed of themselves and consecrated themselves, and brought burnt offerings to the house of the LORD. 

16 
And they stood at their stations after their custom, according to the law of Moses the man of God; the priests sprinkled the blood which they received from the hand of the Levites. 

17 
For there were many in the assembly who had not consecrated themselves; therefore, the Levites were over the slaughter of the Passover lambs for everyone who was unclean, in order to consecrate them to the LORD. 

18 
For a multitude of the people, even many from Ephraim and Manasseh, Issachar and Zebulun, had not purified themselves, yet they ate the Passover otherwise than prescribed. For Hezekiah prayed for them, saying, "May the good LORD pardon 

19 
everyone who prepares his heart to seek God, the LORD God of his fathers, though not according to the purification rules of the sanctuary. "  

20 
So the LORD heard Hezekiah and healed the people. 

21 
And the sons of Israel present in Jerusalem celebrated the Feast of Unleavened Bread for seven days with great joy, and the Levites and the priests praised the LORD day after day with loud instruments to the LORD. 

22 
Then Hezekiah spoke encouragingly to all the Levites who showed good insight in the things of the LORD. So they ate for the appointed seven days, sacrificing peace offerings and giving thanks to the LORD God of their fathers. 

23 
Then the whole assembly decided to celebrate the feast another seven days, so they celebrated the seven days with joy. 

24 
For Hezekiah king of Judah had contributed to the assembly 1,000 bulls and 7,000 sheep, and the princes had contributed to the assembly 1,000 bulls and 10,000 sheep; and a large number of priests consecrated themselves. 

25 
And all the assembly of Judah rejoiced, with the priests and the Levites, and all the assembly that came from Israel, both the sojourners who came from the land of Israel and those living in Judah. 

26 
So there was great joy in Jerusalem, because there was nothing like this in Jerusalem since the days of Solomon the son of David, king of Israel. 

27 
Then the Levitical priests arose and blessed the people; and their voice was heard and their prayer came to His holy dwelling place, to heaven. NASB
Then chapter 31 says:

2 Chron 31:1 [reads]
1 
Now when all this was finished, all Israel who were present went out to the cities of Judah, broke the pillars in pieces, cut down the Asherim, and pulled down the high places and the altars throughout all Judah and Benjamin, as well as in Ephraim and Manasseh, until they had destroyed them all. Then all the sons of Israel returned to their cities, each to his possession. NASB
Now, why did they say Ephraim and Manasseh? Remember, everything north of Ephraim and Manasseh had already been taken captive. Those people were gone. This was all that was left of the Northern Kingdom. So he goes there and he cleans house there. Remember that when the Northern Kingdom was established, they had their own worship system with the golden calves and Dan and Bethel and they had false priesthood and all that. 

1 Kings 12:26-33

26 
And Jeroboam said in his heart, "Now the kingdom will return to the house of David. 

27 
If this people go up to offer sacrifices in the house of the LORD at Jerusalem, then the heart of this people will return to their lord, even to Rehoboam king of Judah; and they will kill me and return to Rehoboam king of Judah." 

28 
So the king consulted, and made two golden calves, and he said to them, "It is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem; behold your gods, O Israel, that brought you up from the land of Egypt." 

29 
And he set one in Bethel, and the other he put in Dan. 

30 
Now this thing became a sin, for the people went to worship before the one as far as Dan. 

31 
And he made houses on high places, and made priests from among all the people who were not of the sons of Levi. 

32 
And Jeroboam instituted a feast in the eighth month on the fifteenth day of the month, like the feast which is in Judah, and he went up to the altar; thus he did in Bethel, sacrificing to the calves which he had made. And he stationed in Bethel the priests of the high places which he had made. 

33 
Then he went up to the altar which he had made in Bethel on the fifteenth day in the eighth month, even in the month which he had devised in his own heart; and he instituted a feast for the sons of Israel, and went up to the altar to burn incense. NASB
This guy Hezekiah is not just cleaning up Jerusalem, he’s not just cleaning up Judah, he’s going to clean up the whole nation of Israel as he sees it, of what’s left. He’s not just doing the right thing in the sight of God and then letting the people still sacrifice on the high places as Uzziah and Jotham did. He’s not leading the people in this abomination of idolatry as his father Ahaz did. He’s cleaning up the whole kingdom. There’s a faithful man, right? He does it by prayer. He took it to the house and prayed, Isaiah told us, right? He laid it out before God. Look at his prayer. I mean, if you want to study prayers in the Bible, Hezekiah’s, his prayers are among the most glorious. Look at it:

Isa 37:16-17 [reads]
16 
"O LORD of hosts there’s one name, the God of Israel there’s another name, who art enthroned above the cherubim, Thou art the God, Thou alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth. Thou hast made heaven and earth. Now He’s the Creator
17 
"Incline Thine ear, O LORD, and hear; open Thine eyes, O LORD, and see; and listen to all the words of Sennacherib, this king of Assyria who sent them to reproach the living God. NASB

He describes what the kings of Assyria are like and what they have done and he asks in verse 20:
Isa 37:20 [reads]
20 
"And now, O LORD our God, deliver us from his hand that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that Thou alone, LORD, art God." NASB
Now, we’ve got to stop there for a second. He did not pray: “O Lord, deliver us from the hand of the king of Assyria so that we may live in peace and safety.” Did he? He didn’t say, “O Lord, deliver us from the hand of the king of Assyria so that we may live and not die.” He didn’t ask for that either. What did he ask for? What did he want in this deliverance? The words are:

Isa 37:20 [reads]
20 
"And now, O LORD our God, deliver us from his hand that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that Thou alone, LORD, art God." NASB
Now that is worship. That’s having God’s interests foremost. He didn’t consider what he would gain. He didn’t consider what the people would gain. He was considering how God’s reputation would gain. What the world would see if God would answer that request, that prayer.

Isa 37:21-22 [reads]
21 
Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent word to Hezekiah, saying, "Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, 'Because you have prayed to Me about Sennacherib king of Assyria, 

22 
this is the word that the LORD has spoken against him: "She has despised you and mocked you, The virgin daughter of Zion; She has shaken her head behind you, The daughter of Jerusalem! NASB
It shows the destruction of Sennacherib is what comes next, and in that, if you look at verse 26, I believe that God is speaking:

Isa 37:26 [reads]
26 
"Have you not heard? Long ago I did it, From ancient times I planned it. Now I have brought it to pass, That you should turn fortified cities into ruinous heaps. NASB

Isa 37:28-29 [reads]
28 
"But I know your sitting down, And your going out and your coming in, And your raging against Me. He’s talking to Sennacherib.
29 
"Because of your raging against Me, And because your arrogance has come up to My ears, Therefore I will put My hook in your nose, And My bridle in your lips, And I will turn you back by the way which you came. NASB
This is God’s message to Sennacherib. The answer to Hezekiah’s prayer. Here’s what I’m going to do, Sennacherib. And the message is in there. Who is God and what’s the relationship? What’s that prayer? Did God hear Hezekiah’s prayer? Did you go back to Chronicles and read that story of how he cleansed the Temple and restored right worship and cleansed the land? And even went so far as to go to Ephraim and Manasseh to cleanse the land. You know that God sees Hezekiah and says, “This man has the right heart.” Hezekiah gives God every opportunity to demonstrate His holiness and His power by trusting Him, by not going to another kingdom for help. He has that same kind of problem, idea and therefore, opportunity when he’s ill. And this is irrespective of whether we think the illness came first or second. That’s not the point. That’s a different discussion for a different time and place. The point is, when faced with an illness, how does Hezekiah react? What is his character? What is his heart? What does he do?

Isa 38:2-5 [reads]
2 
Then Hezekiah turned his face to the wall, and prayed to the LORD, 

3 
and said, "Remember now, O LORD, I beseech Thee, how I have walked before Thee in truth and with a whole heart, and have done what is good in Thy sight." And Hezekiah wept bitterly. 

4 
Then the word of the LORD came to Isaiah, saying, 

5 
"Go and say to Hezekiah, 'Thus says the LORD, the God of your father David," I have heard your prayer, I have seen your tears; behold, I will add fifteen years to your life. NASB
He could have sent for all of his physicians and said cure me of this disease. In fact, when you go through the history of the kings of Israel you find out that there were kings prior to this who did, in fact, trust in physicians and not in God and therefore were diseased until their death, because they didn’t turn to God. Here he’s healed and gets fifteen more years of living because he trusted in God and did not trust in man or himself or another king or horses or chariots or some other device.

So, when we pray and ask God to consider something, does God hear our prayer? How will God answer? Will it be because we’re glorifying Him by turning to Him? How will He answer us? I’m not saying that He will heal our illnesses because we prayed to Him, but I’ll tell you, He probably won’t heal your illness if you don’t pray to Him. That’s radical because I do appreciate medicine, but you’ve got to understand that what we tend to do with our illnesses is trust in medicine first and pray second. Have you ever heard anyone say, “All we can do now is pray”? See how backward our thinking is when we do that? Our thinking should be, “Let’s pray.” Let’s do that first. Let’s go to that doctor in faith, asking him to be God’s agent in taking care of that problem. Showing God that we value Him first and medicine second. When we have an enemy coming against us, let us live our life in a way that we show God that we trust in Him first and then our skills, abilities, and strengths and allies second. That’s the lesson of Hezekiah. 

So, here are the people who’ve lived through everything that’s come up to this point and now they’re living under the king, Hezekiah, and what do you think could be the understanding of a person who lived in that day? Here’s one idea as we close. Here’s one idea that I think could be possible. They could look at what happened in Hezekiah’s life and his prayers to God and say, “You know what? If it could happen to Hezekiah it could happen to me. If God can answer Hezekiah, and deliver him from an enemy and deliver him from an illness then it can happen to me.”

If the people of Isaiah’s day came to that conclusion, can we not come to the conclusion ourselves today? If God can do this for Hezekiah can He not do that for me against my enemies and in my illnesses? If we grasp that message then we’ve put ourselves, so to speak, back in the days of Isaiah and living in the same kind of intimate relationship with God and worshipping God through our rushing to Him first and not relying on our own strengths or our allies, but relying only on God. Trusting in Him for the skill and care that others might give, but not their skill and care as our trust. If God can do it for Hezekiah, if He can answer his prayer, He can do that for you. He can do that for me.
