PAGE  
12
Lesson 9 Video

Isaiah Part 1

Lesson 9 Video Pete De Lacy (55:30)
12/11/2008
The Word of the Holy One
Waiting for Salvation
About 4,000 years ago the patriarch Jacob gathered his sons in Egypt and for each son he pronounced a blessing and he prophesied the future over each one of those. But in the midst of all of that, we get to Genesis chapter 49, verse 18, he suddenly mentions salvation. He brings that word up in the context of a people who are not yet enslaved. But you see, God had already prophesied to Abraham and told him that his people would be enslaved in a nation for 400 years. But he talked about salvation. That word appears in Scripture in some of the most interesting places. When God is giving all this talk about judgment, He brings up salvation. When He talks about destruction, He mentions saving people from that destruction. So I began to think about this notion of salvation: what it really means, what it meant for Jacob and his sons. What it meant for the people in the day of Isaiah. What it meant for the people in the day of Jesus’ coming and dwelling among us. What it means for us today. What does it mean, this salvation and waiting for salvation? He said in verse 18:
Gen 49:18 [reads]
18 
"For Thy salvation I wait, O LORD. NASB
In Isaiah, we’ve already seen that. If you turn to Isaiah chapter 12, you’ll see that when He was talking about the remnant in chapter 11, what was going to happen, He’s talking about “in that day,” and resorting to the root of Jesse and those kinds of things. Chapter 12, talking about “that day”:
Isa 12:1-3 [reads]
1 
Then you will say on that day, "I will give thanks to Thee, O LORD; For although Thou wast angry with me, Thine anger is turned away, And Thou dost comfort me. 

2 
"Behold, God is my salvation, I will trust and not be afraid; For the LORD GOD is my strength and song, And He has become my salvation." 

3 
Therefore you will joyously draw water From the springs of salvation. NASB
You see, when judgment is coming, the natural question is: “Is there any hope? How can I get out of this judgment if there’s all this destruction? What’s going to happen?”
We’ve talked in previous times about how we should trust in God. Well, trust in God for what? Well, one thing is salvation for sure in coming judgment. What was our lesson about this week? Chapter 24 and 25. We had all that judgment and destruction that was coming, yet God held out that glimmer of hope of salvation. Even if it was only in there in one verse, there’s still that rescue that’s possible. Not only in Isaiah 12 have we seen God hold out the possibility but also in chapter 17. That was the oracle concerning Damascus. There’s a time coming, he’s talking about “in that day,” once again, “in that day.” Then he says there will be some destruction and branches will be abandoned and the land will be a desolation at the end of verse 9.
Isa 17:9-10 [reads]
9 
In that day their strong cities will be like forsaken places in the forest, Or like branches which they abandoned before the sons of Israel; And the land will be a desolation. Why?
10 
For you have forgotten the God of your salvation And have not remembered the rock of your refuge. Therefore you plant delightful plants And set them with vine slips of a strange god. NASB
You see, God had made Himself known; there was no reason they couldn’t know God. The issue was they had forgotten God even though they knew, had heard, had been taught, when pressure time came they had forgotten the God of their salvation. I think that’s where we are later in Isaiah, as well. There’s no reason to think that there wouldn’t be some forgetting of God or there wouldn’t have been the behavior that would require judgment; if they had remembered God, remembered His salvation, they wouldn’t have been behaving the way they were behaving, that’s part of it. As you know, in chapter 25, verse 9, it says:

Isa 25:9 [reads]
9 
And it will be said in that day, "Behold, this is our God for whom we have waited that He might save us. This is the LORD for whom we have waited; Let us rejoice and be glad in His salvation." NASB
So I started thinking about that expression that’s held out here, chapter 25 of Isaiah. “Waiting for salvation.” One of the things we as a people in this modern age in which we live have trouble with is waiting. We really, as a culture, we have trouble waiting at a red light for it to turn green. We have trouble waiting at the drive-in at the fast food restaurant. It’s not coming fast enough for us. We have trouble waiting in traffic if it happens to delay our trip by five minutes, or ten minutes, or, heaven forbid, an hour. As if an hour is a huge difference in our lives. I thought recently about the pace of our lives. How impatient we are with everything. 

Before the advent of the automobile, all of life traveled at the pace of a man walking or a horse walking. Everything you did involved that pace of life. If you lived three miles from the nearest town and you needed to go to the store, how long would it take you to get there? Now, if you’re a brisk walker and you walk a mile in twenty minutes, three miles is going to take you an hour to get to the store and an hour to come home. Today, how many of us would be willing to take an hour trip to the store? Three miles to the store? It’s nothing to us in our modern transportation. So our lives are geared to this rapid, rapid pace.
And, oh heaven forbid, this generation of the internet, email, and cell phone, and constant communication and information flow, at a rapid pace, waiting is not our thing. It’s so hard for us to think about waiting for God. When will Jesus come back? What does the Bible say? Soon. You see, “soon” to someone today is a slightly different concept from “soon” a hundred years ago, or two hundred years ago, or a thousand years ago, or four thousand years ago. How much patience do we actually lack waiting for God, waiting for His salvation? We’ll explore that a little bit later.
When we think about salvation we have to ask ourselves the question: saved from what? You can save a drowning person; you’re saving them from drowning. You can save a person from a fire. You’re saving them from being burned up in a fire. We understand that concept in our life. But what does the Bible talk about?
Isaiah 24 was talking about all kinds of destruction, was it not? You did your homework, you read the chapter, there were bad things happening to the earth, correct? So you could be saved from that destruction the same as being saved from a burning fire by a fireman or someone rescuing a drowning person out of the water. Or does God have something else in mind? What is He really saving us from?

Well, what happened back in Genesis chapter 3? What happened in Genesis chapter 3? We had mankind created by God in the Garden of Eden. Then there was a character called a serpent. The serpent came to Eve and started questioning God’s motives, His love, His care for mankind. “Did God really say you shouldn’t eat of that fruit?”

Gen 2:17

17 
but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat from it you shall surely die."  NASB

Gen 3:1-6

1 
Now the serpent was more crafty than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said to the woman, "Indeed, has God said, 'You shall not eat from any tree of the garden'?" 

2 
And the woman said to the serpent, "From the fruit of the trees of the garden we may eat; 

3 
but from the fruit of the tree which is in the middle of the garden, God has said,' You shall not eat from it or touch it, lest you die.' "  

4 
And the serpent said to the woman, "You surely shall not die! 

5 
"For God knows that in the day you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil." 

6 
When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was desirable to make one wise, she took from its fruit and ate; and she gave also to her husband with her, and he ate. NASB

Then Eve and then Adam both ate of the fruit. The first disobedience of God because He said, “Don’t eat of that fruit.” Sin. Because of that sin we talk about the fall of mankind and there were consequences for that sin. One of the consequences is death. Separation from God. Remember when they were naked, and they realized they were naked, and they were ashamed, and they hid from God? They heard God walking in the cool of the evening and they hid themselves because they were naked and ashamed.
Gen 3:7-13

7 
Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loin coverings. 

8 
And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 

9 
Then the LORD God called to the man, and said to him, "Where are you?" 

10 
And he said, "I heard the sound of Thee in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid myself." 

11 
And He said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?" 

12 
And the man said, "The woman whom Thou gavest to be with me, she gave me from the tree, and I ate." 

13 
Then the LORD God said to the woman, "What is this you have done?" And the woman said, "The serpent deceived me, and I ate." NASB
Then God asks them, “Where are you? What’s happened? What is your problem?” The problem was sin. So if we think about salvation and the Biblical context of salvation, not the fireman rescuing someone from a fire or someone rescuing a drowning person, a lifeguard or something like that, it’s from sin.
Our connection to Isaiah 24 is what? There’s going to be judgment and destruction on earth because of sin. Right? That’s really the issue. The issue is what’s going on with mankind, the disobedience to God. Why would He lay the earth waste, devastated, and distort the surfaces, and scatter its inhabitants? Why would He do such a thing? Well, it can’t be because He doesn’t like the earth. After all, He created the earth. Is He not the Creator of earth? But He doesn’t like what happens to the earth. What happens to the earth. It’s polluted. Verse 5 of Isaiah chapter 24 says:
Isa 24:5 [reads]
5 
The earth is also polluted by its inhabitants, for they transgressed laws, violated statutes, broke the everlasting covenant. NASB
Of course, you say, that’s right. We’ve got acid rain, and we’ve got run off from chemical plants, and we’re burying trash, and we’re polluting. “Give a hoot, don’t pollute!” That’s not what the Scripture says. The inhabitants of the earth do what? They have transgressed laws, violated statutes, broke the everlasting covenant. That’s what pollutes the land. Disobedience to God. Now, has this ever happened in the past, did anyone ever have to wait it in the past?

Well, how about Noah? Genesis chapter 6. There was a time when God saw the evil on the face of the earth and He was sorry that He’d made man.

Gen 6:5-6 [reads]
5 
Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 

6 
And the LORD was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart. NASB
What a contrast from Genesis chapter 1 when the creation story is being told. And there was evening and there was morning and there was the first day, and evening and morning and the second day, and evening and morning and the third day, and every one of these days He says is good. He saw all that He had made and it was good. That was His creation. But here we are after the fall, after that sin in Genesis chapter 3.
Gen 6:5-7 [reads]
5 
Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 

6 
And the LORD was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart. So what’s His consequence? He eradicates man. He leaves the earth, right? Wrong.
7 
And the LORD said, "I will blot out man whom I have created from the face of the land, from man to animals to creeping things and to birds of the sky; for I am sorry that I have made them." NASB
He was ready to judge the entire world for the wickedness in the world. The land was polluted, which God has said was good, very good, was now wicked and needed judgment. So what did He promise to do? I’ll just paraphrase the story. He said, “I’m going to send a flood to destroy the earth.”
Gen 6:17

17 
And behold, I, even I am bringing the flood of water upon the earth, to destroy all flesh in which is the breath of life, from under heaven; everything that is on the earth shall perish. NASB
We talk about everything dying in the flood, but the flood, if you study the records, water has tremendous power. Water rising to the level of floating the ark above all the mountains and then receding and all that process, changed the face of the earth. Not like we poured water on the earth and then the water dried up and everything was just like it had been before. Think about it. That doesn’t happen. Things are different. If you study Genesis, the flood, the record, and what happened, and the affects of what happened, things are different after the flood. It’s not the same as was originally created. He’s doing it because of wickedness. Turn over to chapter 9. On the other side of the flood, after the flood is over, after the flood has receded, after man is on the earth again. Noah, and Shem, and Ham, and Japheth, and their wives, and all the animals that have been preserved on the ark have gone out of the ark.
Gen 9:1 [reads]
1 
And God blessed Noah and his sons and said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth. NASB

Gen 1:28

28 
And God blessed them; and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; and rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky, and over every living thing that moves on the earth." NASB
That was the command given to Adam, to be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth. But things have changed. Back in Genesis, when the creation was, he’d been given all the plants and seeds to eat and leaves to eat. But now He says:
Gen 9:2-6 [reads]
2 
And the fear of you and the terror of you shall be on every beast of the earth and on every bird of the sky; with everything that creeps on the ground, and all the fish of the sea, into your hand they are given. Things have changed.
3 
Every moving thing that is alive shall be food for you; I give all to you, as I gave the green plant. 

4 
Only you shall not eat flesh with its life, that is, its blood. 

5 
And surely I will require your lifeblood; from every beast I will require it. And from every man, from every man's brother I will require the life of man. 

6 
"Whoever sheds man's blood, By man his blood shall be shed, For in the image of God He made man. NASB
If you look at the record as we continue in the history of Israel, we go into Numbers where we’re getting the Law of the children of Israel. He even institutes a part of the law where He creates this thing called “the blood avenger” because blood pollutes the land.
Num 35:9-34

9 
Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 

10 
"Speak to the sons of Israel and say to them, 'When you cross the Jordan into the land of Canaan, 

11 
then you shall select for yourselves cities to be your cities of refuge, that the manslayer who has killed any person unintentionally may flee there. 

12
'And the cities shall be to you as a refuge from the avenger, so that the manslayer may not die until he stands before the congregation for trial. 

13
'And the cities which you are to give shall be your six cities of refuge. 

14
'You shall give three cities across the Jordan and three cities in the land of Canaan; they are to be cities of refuge. 

15
'These six cities shall be for refuge for the sons of Israel, and for the alien and for the sojourner among them; that anyone who kills a person unintentionally may flee there. 

16
'But if he struck him down with an iron object, so that he died, he is a murderer; the murderer shall surely be put to death. 

17
'And if he struck him down with a stone in the hand, by which he may die, and as a result he died, he is a murderer; the murderer shall surely be put to death. 

18
'Or if he struck him with a wooden object in the hand, by which he may die, and as a result he died, he is a murderer; the murderer shall surely be put to death. 

19
'The blood avenger himself shall put the murderer to death; he shall put him to death when he meets him. 

20
'And if he pushed him of hatred, or threw something at him lying in wait and as a result he died, 

21 
or if he struck him down with his hand in enmity, and as a result he died, the one who struck him shall surely be put to death, he is a murderer; the blood avenger shall put the murderer to death when he meets him. 

22
'But if he pushed him suddenly without enmity, or threw something at him without lying in wait, 

23 
or with any deadly object of stone, and without seeing it dropped on him so that he died, while he was not his enemy nor seeking his injury, 

24 
then the congregation shall judge between the slayer and the blood avenger according to these ordinances. 

25
'And the congregation shall deliver the manslayer from the hand of the blood avenger, and the congregation shall restore him to his city of refuge to which he fled; and he shall live in it until the death of the high priest who was anointed with the holy oil. 

26
'But if the manslayer shall at any time go beyond the border of his city of refuge to which he may flee, 

27 
and the blood avenger finds him outside the border of his city of refuge, and the blood avenger kills the manslayer, he shall not be guilty of blood 

28 
because he should have remained in his city of refuge until the death of the high priest. But after the death of the high priest the manslayer shall return to the land of his possession. 

29
'And these things shall be for a statutory ordinance to you throughout your generations in all your dwellings. 

30
'If anyone kills a person, the murderer shall be put to death at the evidence of witnesses, but no person shall be put to death on the testimony of one witness. 

31
'Moreover, you shall not take ransom for the life of a murderer who is guilty of death, but he shall surely be put to death. 

32
'And you shall not take ransom for him who has fled to his city of refuge, that he may return to live in the land before the death of the priest. 

33
'So you shall not pollute the land in which you are; for blood pollutes the land and no expiation can be made for the land for the blood that is shed on it, except by the blood of him who shed it. 

34
'And you shall not defile the land in which you live, in the midst of which I dwell; for I the LORD am dwelling in the midst of the sons of Israel.' "  NASB
In order to cleanse the land, expiate it from the blood that’s been shed, that death has to be avenged. He sets up a procedure by which the manslayer can flee to a city of refuge, but the murderer shall surely be sought out. So it’s going back to this very concept of blood polluting the land, death, the things that people do to each other, what’s done to mankind. Then if you read down further, verse 8 says:
Gen 9:8-13 [reads]
8 
Then God spoke to Noah and to his sons with him, saying, 

9 
"Now behold, I Myself do establish My covenant with you, and with your descendants after you; 

10 
and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the cattle, and every beast of the earth with you; of all that comes out of the ark, even every beast of the earth. 

11 
And I establish My covenant with you; and all flesh shall never again be cut off by the water of the flood, neither shall there again be a flood to destroy the earth." 

12 
And God said, "This is the sign of the covenant which I am making between Me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all successive generations; 

13 
I set My bow in the cloud, that’s the rainbow and it shall be for a sign of a covenant between Me and the earth. NASB
So when we look at Isaiah 24 and we talk about breaking the everlasting covenant that God had with the earth, here’s the covenant. This is the covenant that’s being broken. How’s it being broken? It’s broken by disobedience, it’s broken by sin, it’s by, what did He say? What polluted the earth? Transgressions, breaking the law. That’s all this was about in the first place. Why did He have flood destroy the earth? Wickedness, law breaking, not being obedient to God. This time He sends a flood. Next time it will be different because it won’t be a flood by the promise that’s right here. 
So several times there in those verses, in chapter 9, He reiterates this covenant between Himself and the earth. Here’s My promise: “I’ll never do a flood again. Any judgment that comes in the future will come some other way.” But yet, what He’s really holding out here is the idea that there is a judgment. You know, when you make a covenant, has anybody here done that lately, made a covenant? Well, we talk about a marriage covenant. But in general we don’t run around making covenants with each other. 
We watch a few cowboy movies from the wild west where they become blood brothers and things like that. If you study the idea of covenant what it really is, is a solemn binding agreement between two parties. The two parties enter into this solemn binding agreement called a covenant and in many, many cases the reason that they’re doing like the Indian blood-brothers, cutting the wrists and mingling the blood, is that now we’re one. We’re together. 

If you study that subject from the Old Testament, well, a lot of times what you see there is the idea of death to the one who breaks the party. If you study it back in Abraham where he cuts open these animals and lays them side by side.

Gen 15:9-10

9 
So He said to him, "Bring Me a three year old heifer, and a three year old female goat, and a three year old ram, and a turtledove, and a young pigeon." 

10 
Then he brought all these to Him and cut them in two, and laid each half opposite the other; but he did not cut the birds. NASB
Jeremiah talks about the passing between the flesh. Basically you’re saying: “As was done to that animal do it to me if I break the covenant.” In other words, I deserve death if I break this promise.
So if the earth, the people who inhabit earth, break the covenant with God, what they’re saying is we deserve judgment for breaking the covenant. Really interesting concept. You give your word, you break your word, there ought to be a consequence. Sounds just to me, doesn’t it? 
So ask yourself, how serious is it if I break a covenant with God? What can man do to us? I could be in prison, I suppose, if a few things happen. But what can God do to us? What did God do to the earth? What did Isaiah 24 say?
Isa 24:1 [reads]
1 
Behold, the LORD lays the earth waste, devastates it, distorts its surface, and scatters its inhabitants. NASB
I don’t know any man who can do that. God is more powerful than anything that man can do to breaking a promise with another man. God can do this. Verse 3 says:
Isa 24:3-4 [reads]
3 
The earth will be completely laid waste and completely despoiled, for the LORD has spoken this word. 

4 
The earth mourns and withers, the world fades and withers, the exalted of the people of the earth fade away. NASB

Isa 24:19-20 [reads]
19 
The earth is broken asunder, The earth is split through, The earth is shaken violently. 

20 
The earth reels to and fro like a drunkard, And it totters like a shack, For its transgression is heavy upon it, And it will fall, never to rise again. NASB
All these are descriptions of what God can do to the earth, when He judges the earth. Why would He judge the earth? Because the earth is polluted, they’ve broken the everlasting covenant, therefore, there deserves to be some action by God on the one who’s broken the covenant. This is not fun stuff. It’s not fun stuff to think about actually having to bear these consequences. 

But that’s where salvation comes in. You see, there’s no salvation necessary if there hasn’t been sin. No rescue is needed if people aren’t in danger. So if God is a God who never judges sin and there’s never any consequences, and there’s never any destruction then there’s really never any need for salvation. So the whole concept of salvation only comes in because there are these consequences for sin. There is punishment that is something you can’t do anything about. You can’t buy your way out of it; you can’t bribe your way out of it. 
So, if God is not going to judge by a flood, how will God judge the earth? What is He going to do? Besides Isaiah 24, what else do we know about judgment? Well, we can turn, if you will, to 2 Peter chapter 3.
2 Peter 3:10 [reads]
10 
But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up. NASB

2 Peter 3:12 [reads]
12 
looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, on account of which the heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the elements will melt with intense heat! NASB
God said there won’t be a flood next time, but a fire. A fire to destroy the earth. The prophets kept telling, it wasn’t just Isaiah, the prophets kept trying to tell people this throughout the ages. God says that even though I’ve done this already there will still come another time. Hebrews chapter 12:
Heb 12:25-29 [reads]
25 
See to it that you do not refuse Him who is speaking. For if those did not escape when they refused him who warned them on earth, much less shall we escape who turn away from Him who warns from heaven. 

26 
And His voice shook the earth then, but now He has promised, saying, "Yet once more I will shake not only the earth, but also the heaven."  

27 
And this expression, "Yet once more," denotes the removing of those things which can be shaken, as of created things, in order that those things which cannot be shaken may remain. 

28 
Therefore, since we receive a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us show gratitude, by which we may offer to God an acceptable service with reverence and awe; 

29 
for our God is a consuming fire. NASB
God talks about a fire. So I thought about fire for awhile. I know what God says about fire in the Bible and I remembered an illustration that was taught to me years ago that If you have metal which has impurities in it, you put it in a crucible and heat that metal. The impurities come to the surface. It’s called dross. You clear away that dross and then you turn the heat up and more impurities come out and they rise to the surface and you clear away that dross and the person working with that metal knows that it is pure when he can see his own reflection in that pure molten liquid metal. What they’re doing is they are purifying that metal with fire. So fire is used for purification. 

But fire is only used for purification for those things which can really stand the heat. In the law God talks about cleansing and purifying and interestingly enough, He says this: things like metal, like gold, the silver, and the bronze, those kinds of metals, the iron, those are purified by cleansing with fire.
Num 31:22-23

22 
only the gold and the silver, the bronze, the iron, the tin and the lead, 

23 
everything that can stand the fire, you shall pass through the fire, and it shall be clean, but it shall be purified with water for impurity. But whatever cannot stand the fire you shall pass through the water. NASB
But the things which cannot stand the fire are cleansed with water because the fire would destroy them. If you have a dirty piece of cloth you can’t clean it with fire because the fire will burn it up. But if you have an impure lump of gold, fire is used to purify it. The washing won’t do it. So He uses things to cleanse, to purify, but He also uses fire to destroy.
What is he talking about in 2 Peter? What did He say was going to happen with the earth? It would be burned up with the fire, which means what about the earth? It’s not purified with fire, it’s destroyed by fire. So I started thinking about that. I said to myself: burned up, destroyed. Is there anywhere in the New Testament, anything at all, that talks about some things being burned up and other things not being burned up? The judgment of our works.

If you build with wood and hay and those works are tested, what happens? They burn up. They’re worthless.

1 Cor 3:12-13

12 
Now if any man builds upon the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 

13 
each man's work will become evident; for the day will show it, because it is to be revealed with fire; and the fire itself will test the quality of each man's work. NASB
They won’t stand the heat. So you have to have the right kinds of things. So the earth itself is going to be burned up. What does that mean? 

The corrupt earth that we have isn’t worth keeping around. You’ve got to be kidding me! We love the earth, don’t we? We want the earth to last another thousand years, don’t we? Two thousand? A million? Four million? I mean, we’re really concerned about the earth lasting, aren’t we? Is God? Or does God see it as corrupt; does He see it as polluted because of the disobedience of the people and something that should be burned up, because it’s not really worth lasting for all of eternity? 

That’s an interesting thing to think about. Is there anything you’re wearing or anything you own right now that is worth lasting for all of eternity? Store up for yourself treasures in heaven not on earth. 

Matt 6:20

20 
"But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal; NASB

As much as we treasure the things we have, really nothing is an eternally lasting kind of thing. Even the body that each of us inhabits right now is not an eternally lasting body. We’ve talked about that before. What really is of eternal value? A sobering thought to think about.
But that’s part of that whole salvation idea, is it not? Is it not true that here we are as believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, having believed His gospel message that He died and shed His blood for the forgiveness of our sins and believing we have everlasting life. Is that not a good paraphrase of the gospel? Everlasting life. In this body? No, that’s not what 1 Corinthians 15 tells us, is it? Turn to 1 Corinthians 15.

1 Cor 15:50 [reads]
50 
Now I say this, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. NASB
It means the kingdom of God is incorruptible. What we are inhabiting now as a body is.
1 Cor 15:51-54 [reads]
51 
Behold, I tell you a mystery; we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 

52 
in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. 

53 
For this perishable must put on the imperishable, and this mortal must put on immortality. 

54 
But when this perishable will have put on the imperishable, and this mortal will have put on immortality, then will come about the saying that is written, "Death is swallowed up in victory. NASB
Death is swallowed up in victory. Where does that come from?
Isa 25:8

8 
He will swallow up death for all time, And the Lord GOD will wipe tears away from all faces, And He will remove the reproach of His people from all the earth; For the LORD has spoken. NASB
So I’m thinking about the connection between my body, having to be an imperishable body in order to be in the kingdom of God, which is an incorruptible kingdom. I’m thinking about the earth upon which we all dwell, which is a perishable, corrupted thing, and somehow for all of eternity we must be in this incorruptible thing. I wonder what that’s called. How about the new heaven and the new earth? Not like the one that we have now, but something different. That to me is sort of the connection in all of this. Somehow we have to be relieved of this thing which shall be judged, this mortal body that is perishing and will rot in a grave if its not burned up in some way, and put on this immortal thing which is the only thing qualified to go to that immortal, imperishable, incorruptible kingdom of God and dwell on this new heaven and new earth. That’s what I’m thinking. Does any of that make any sense at all? I don’t know. What does the Scripture say? Is it true or is it wrong?
Isaiah 25, what we were just talking about there, said:

Isa 25:6-8 [reads]
6 
And the LORD of hosts will prepare a lavish banquet for all peoples on this mountain; A banquet of aged wine, choice pieces with marrow, And refined, aged wine. 

7 
And on this mountain He will swallow up the covering which is over all peoples, Even the veil which is stretched over all nations. 

8 
He will swallow up death for all time, And the Lord GOD will wipe tears away from all faces, And He will remove the reproach of His people from all the earth; For the LORD has spoken. NASB
There is some time in the future when this covering, this veil, stretches over all peoples and over all nations will be removed and He follows that up immediately with He will swallow up death for all time.
I suddenly, in my own mind, got the picture in the gospels of the disciples and the women going to the tomb, when Jesus had been in the grave and they came and the stone was rolled away. Remember that Peter and John were running there and peered inside and what did they see? They saw a covering and separate from it a veil. There it’s called a face cloth.

John 20:3-7

3 
Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and they were going to the tomb. 

4 
And the two were running together; and the other disciple ran ahead faster than Peter, and came to the tomb first; 

5 
and stooping and looking in, he saw the linen wrappings lying there; but he did not go in. 

6 
Simon Peter therefore also came, following him, and entered the tomb; and he beheld the linen wrappings lying there, 

7 
and the face-cloth, which had been on His head, not lying with the linen wrappings, but rolled up in a place by itself. NASB
So, I wondered if God isn’t at least alluding to, if not making direct reference to, the grave clothes being removed, as a parallel for swallowing up death. That He removes, this is my own little private speculation here, check me out and see if I’m wrong. If you disagree, some commentators do, that’s okay. I just thought about the parallel that there’s this covering that Lazarus was all bound up and covered in when Jesus called him out of the grave. 

John 11:38-44

38 
Jesus therefore again being deeply moved within, came to the tomb. Now it was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. 

39 
Jesus said, "Remove the stone." Martha, the sister of the deceased, said to Him, "Lord, by this time there will be a stench, for he has been dead four days." 

40 
Jesus said to her, "Did I not say to you, if you believe, you will see the glory of God?"  

41 
And so they removed the stone. And Jesus raised His eyes, and said, "Father, I thank Thee that Thou heardest Me. 

42 
"And I knew that Thou hearest Me always; but because of the people standing around I said it, that they may believe that Thou didst send Me."  

43 
And when He had said these things, He cried out with a loud voice, "Lazarus, come forth."  

44 
He who had died came forth, bound hand and foot with wrappings; and his face was wrapped around with a cloth. Jesus said to them, "Unbind him, and let him go."  NASB

Then in John where they went inside the tomb there was the covering that He would have been wrapped in plus this separate cloth that was over the face. When they saw it, it was in a separate place there in the tomb because He was gone. When Jesus was gone, guess what? Death was swallowed up. He wasn’t dead anymore. He was resurrected. He was alive. He didn’t need grave clothes, He wasn’t in the grave. Death covers all men right now. Does not every man die? So removing those coverings to me is a picture, at least, of removing death one day.
So in Isaiah, when it’s talking about is the whole idea of something happening down the road. So I asked myself, didn’t that happen when Jesus came? From Isaiah, it’s future, but from where we stand, isn’t it past? Here we are, the cross came two thousand years ago. Isaiah came 600 to 700 years before that. So from Isaiah’s perspective the cross is future, from our perspective the cross is past. Didn’t Jesus take care of that right then and there? For everyone who believes. Only the ones who believe are the ones who have eternal life. Well, is there any future salvation? Could he be preaching to Israel about something of the future, still from where we are today, some other point in time when they might believe and be saved? Because this time that we’re talking about when God is going to swallow up death for all time the Lord is going to wipe all tears from all faces and it’s never going to happen again.
Isa 25:8

8 
He will swallow up death for all time, And the Lord GOD will wipe tears away from all faces, And He will remove the reproach of His people from all the earth; For the LORD has spoken. NASB
You and I might not have to fear death. You and I might have eternal life, but I think still today, pretty much all people are going to die, are they not? Interesting thing to think about. When is that going to be? How is that going to work out that it’ll be gone for all time? There’s where I think the new heaven and the new earth come in. That’s where I think we get to the point where there’s no more crying and no more pain, no more . . .
Turn to Revelation chapter 20, where there’s the Great White Throne Judgment. Verse 14 says:
Rev 20:14

14 
And death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. NASB

Then chapter 21 starts out with:
Rev 21:1 [reads]
1 
And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth passed away, and there is no longer any sea. NASB
Well, how did they pass away according to 2 Peter 3? They were burned up.
Rev 21:2-4 [reads]
2 
And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband. 

3 
And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, "Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, and He shall dwell among them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself shall be among them, 

4 
and He shall wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there shall no longer be any death; there shall no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away."  NASB
I don’t know when that is but I know for certain it’s coming. I may not have my timeline down just exactly so, but I know the sureness of its coming. Those words sound an awful lot like what we were reading in other places. So, there’s this not quite understandable to our limited human minds, this glorified transformation of our bodies, which is imperishable and incorruptible, there’s somehow the heaven and earth is going to pass away with this great fire and a new heaven and a new earth where there’s no more death, no more tears, no more crying. It says it’s going to happen. I wonder how long it will be? How long will I have to wait? Now we’re back to that question, how long do I have to wait? Well, if we’re to go back to 2 Peter, chapter 3, he gives us a little clue. It’s only a little clue.
2 Peter 3:8 [reads]
8 
But do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. NASB
Okay, think that through with me. How long, if you can describe for me, how long is eternity? If I were to try to act it out here on the stage, would I start here? How much further do I have to go to get to eternity past? How far do I have to go to get to eternity future? You know I can’t walk that far and can’t see that far. Eternity is bigger than we can actually grasp or draw. Right? Does that make sense? So man lives how long? Seventy or eighty years? It used to be 120 years in the old days,     but . . . it’s true, there’s a verse back there, back there in Genesis with Noah.
Gen 6:3 [reads]
3 
Then the LORD said, "My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, because he also is flesh; nevertheless his days shall be one hundred and twenty years." NASB
So let’s say we live seventy or eighty years. So if you were going to draw this eternity past or eternity future on a piece of paper, with a line, how big would that time span be of seventy or eighty years? On this line of eternity. With the Lord a day is a thousand years and a thousand years is as a day. He is beyond time; He is the Creator of time. You can’t even measure time without the rotation of the earth. The earth around the sun, that’s how we measure time. We’ve divided the rotation of the earth into twenty-four hours, sixty minutes in an hour, and sixty seconds in a minute and we have a measurement of time by this rotation of the earth. Well, when there’s no more present heaven and no more present earth, what happens to time? What is the new heaven and new earth like? What about time if we’re going to be there forever? So this little tiny blip called our life to God is like nothing. Even a thousand years is like nothing to a day to Him. All that verse is saying is you can’t count time the same way God counts time. So when He says soon, don’t worry about it. You can’t figure it out. Look what it says in verse 9:
2 Peter 3:9 [reads]
9 
The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance. NASB

2 Peter 3:15 [reads]
15 
and regard the patience of our Lord to be salvation; just as also our beloved brother Paul, according to the wisdom given him, wrote to you, NASB
Isn’t that interesting? So here you are waiting for salvation, how do you do it with your patience? How are we doing with the coming of the Lord and our patience? How are we doing with waiting for that time when the Lord comes back and renders upon the earth all He talked about back in Isaiah 24? How is your patience? What are you waiting for? Wouldn’t you rather have Him delay that so that others can come to salvation before He renders that judgment? We just want Jesus to come back so soon. We want to be changed, we want to go be with Him, and yet regard the patience of Lord as salvation. But for who? Those who have not yet come to salvation. For every moment that He tarries, every moment that He delays there could be another and another.
Did you watch Schindler’s List? At the end of the movie he takes off his ring, he takes off his pin, and he says I could have had one more. I could have saved one more. The patience of the Lord is: one more, one more. Whatever His plan is for how many are coming into the kingdom, the longer He waits, that’s one more. So while we want the return of the Lord quickly, we may not like our circumstance here, we may want to get rid of this body which is giving us pain, we’d like to get rid of our situation because we’d like to have the Lord come back and be done with all this mess. Every moment He tarries it’s one more, it’s one more, it’s one more. God’s perspective of all the fullness of whoever the Gentiles are who are coming into the kingdom, whatever that time period is, it’s one more whenever He delays. So how soon is soon? How soon would you like it to be? The answer ought to be not until God is ready. Not until God’s ready. Not until He says to the Son, “Now is the day, go get Your bride. Today’s the day when You come back. We finally got everybody we’re going to get.” I don’t know when that is, I don’t know how long that is, but think about how long, if we’ve been waiting for our just puny lives, how long has Israel been waiting? They didn’t even recognize their Messiah when He came. Remember, He came to His own and His own received Him not.

John 1:11

11 
He came to His own, and those who were His own did not receive Him. NASB
They didn’t recognize Him. They’re still waiting. It’s been two thousand years since He was here and they’re still waiting. Every Passover. Every year at Passover there’s an empty place at the table. Do you know who it’s for? Elijah. Because He promised that He would send Elijah before He sent Messiah. So they have a child go to the door and open the door to see if Elijah has come. “Well, maybe next year. Maybe next year.” They’re waiting and looking for Messiah. They’re waiting and waiting and waiting because they didn’t recognize Him. Two thousand years have gone by, but to the Lord that’s just a couple days. Right? In the scope of things, just a little bit of time. 

Paul and Peter, when they were writing their books of the Bible about His soon coming, His soon coming. See, we approach it from our context today, our MacDonald’s context. “Soon” to us is the next fifteen seconds. “Soon” to the Lord is, who knows how long? But the timing will be right. Ask yourself: what can I do? Is there something I can do to speed this up? Is there something I can help God with? Maybe it’s my fault He’s not coming. I don’t think so, don’t put yourself under that guilt trip. Because God doesn’t really need your help. He does give commands and tell us to share the gospel but it’s not your fault that God hasn’t come, because people will put you under that guilt trip. “It’s your fault. You haven’t gone out and shared the gospel.”
But the point is you can get put under that guilt complex. “It’s your fault.” I think God can come whenever God is ready to come and He can get it done any way He wants to get it done. I think that’s not an excuse to sit back and say, “Well, I don’t have to do anything.” Because He does command us to share the gospel. But the timing is completely up to God. So what does He want from us? Well, He wants a quality we don’t do very well with in our day and age. He wants patience. I know this for a fact because I’ve researched the word patience in the Bible. So lick your fingers, get nimbled up, cause here we go. Does God want patience from us? Start with:
Gal 5:22-23 [reads]
22 
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

23 
gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. NASB
Those are the qualities He wants us to have. He wants us to have patience.
Eph 4:1-3 [reads]
1 
I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, entreat you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called, 

2 
with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing forbearance to one another in love, 

3 
being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. NASB
Patience for what? Patience for God to do His work?
Col 1:9-12 [reads]
9 
For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we have not ceased to pray for you and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, 

10 
so that you may walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; 

11 
strengthened with all power, according to His glorious might, for the attaining of all steadfastness and patience; joyously 

12 
giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in light. NASB

1 Tim 1:16 [reads]
16 
And yet for this reason I found mercy, in order that in me as the foremost, Jesus Christ might demonstrate His perfect patience, as an example for those who would believe in Him for eternal life. NASB
Now, what did Paul mean by patience? Without going to Acts, and going through Paul’s life, Paul, Saul of Tarsus, was present on the very day, at the very moment when they were stoning Stephen outside the gate in Jerusalem. He held the cloak of those doing the stoning. From that time on Paul was a persecutor of the church. Remember he had letters from the officials and he was headed to Damascus to go try and grab people there and put them in chains, and drag them before the courts, and put them in prison for blaspheming God, because they were declaring that Jesus was in fact God, the Son of God, the Savor, the Messiah. He laments the rest of his life that he was such a persecutor of the church. But he’s grateful for what? God’s patience that waited for Saul, to that moment in time when Saul would see the light. And isn’t that what he saw on the road to Damascus? He saw the light. Everyone of us has been on that same trail. Even if we weren’t actively seeking out, persecuting Christians in our midst. There are those in our world today who actively seek out and persecute Christians.
But what about the ridicule that people put, or the “I’m going to ignore God.” I had this really great philosophy of life when I was younger. “God and I understand each other perfectly,” I used to say. “I leave Him alone and He leaves me alone.” That’s exactly what I said one day to a pastor who asked me, you know I was a regular church attendee. But he said, “There’s something wrong here.” I said, “It’s simple. I leave God alone, He leaves me alone.” God did not strike me dead with a lightning bolt. But He was patient toward me, waiting for that moment in time, that day that was appointed for me, however that works in God’s economy, when I would see the light. I was on my own road to Damascus. I was going to do my own thing, which wasn’t God’s thing. It was against what God wanted. I wasn’t persecuting, I was in church, but I sure didn’t have one care in the world for what God said or wanted. I mean, church attendance was good enough, wasn’t it? But I saw the light. God was patient for me all that time. I was thirty-one years old; there’s some patience. Anybody else share that experience? God was patient. He didn’t strike us dead for the things we did beforehand. 

Well then, can’t we have patience for His second coming? Can’t we patiently endure what goes on in the world knowing that God is going to judge fairly in the end? In the end, it’s going to be all right. We can pray for the hastening of the coming. We can do the work that God lays out before us in sharing the good news. But the timing of all that, I believe, is in God’s hands. In between now and then, patience is what God asks of me. It’s what He wants me to exhibit in my life as a demonstration of God’s patience. See, that’s what He’s saying here. It’s a demonstration of God’s perfect patience as an example for those who would believe. It doesn’t matter who you are, or how long it’s been, or where you are now that God can still do that work.
It’s part of what I consider as part of the mystery of all salvation, is how in the world that works. If you look in:

James 5:10 [reads]
10 
As an example, brethren, of suffering and patience, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. NASB
Now we’re back to Isaiah, right? Take the patience of the prophets as an example. Despite being ignored, they kept on prophesying. Wasn’t that true of Isaiah’s call? We got it in chapter 6, did we not? How long does he have to prophesy? They won’t hear, they won’t see, but he has to keep on prophesying. In our own lives patience becomes such a great virtue because they may not hear, they may not see, they may not believe, they may not turn, they may not respond the way we want.
Isa 6:9-11

9 
And He said, "Go, and tell this people: 'Keep on listening, but do not perceive; Keep on looking, but do not understand.' 

10 
"Render the hearts of this people insensitive,, Their ears dull, And their eyes dim, Lest they see with their eyes, Hear with their ears,, Understand with their hearts, And return and be healed." 

11 
Then I said, "Lord, how long?" And He answered, "Until cities are devastated and without inhabitant, Houses are without people, And the land is utterly desolate, NASB
But we have patience. We wait for the salvation of the Lord. We who have already received salvation should be so grateful for what we have received that we have a heart that others will have that same thing. That may take some time for others to come. Wouldn’t we want the Lord to tarry? Wouldn’t we want the Lord to have a little more patience? For those we see around us for whom we really care, those we really love, waiting for salvation to come. What about the nation Israel? If it’s true that they’re going to look upon Him whom they pierced as the prophets taught us . . .
Zech 12:10

10 
"And I will pour out on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the Spirit of grace and of supplication, so that they will look on Me whom they have pierced; and they will mourn for Him, as one mourns for an only son, and they will weep bitterly over Him, like the bitter weeping over a first-born. NASB
We haven’t had time to go to all those wonderful Scriptures, but one day when the Lord comes back and they see Him coming . . . Did you not read Revelation 19 somewhere in one of these lessons about Him coming on the white horse and everybody seeing this. That was last week, wasn’t it? They’re going to see Him coming.
Rev 19:11-16

11 
And I saw heaven opened; and behold, a white horse, and He who sat upon it is called Faithful and True; and in righteousness He judges and wages war. 

12 
And His eyes are a flame of fire, and upon His head are many diadems; and He has a name written upon Him which no one knows except Himself. 

13 
And He is clothed with a robe dipped in blood; and His name is called The Word of God. 

14 
And the armies which are in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, were following Him on white horses. 

15 
And from His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may smite the nations; and He will rule them with a rod of iron; and He treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty. 

16 
And on His robe and on His thigh He has a name written, "KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS." NASB
Will they see Him as a Savior coming to rescue them or will they see Him as a Judge coming to condemn them? Whenever that day is when He comes, it requires patience to wait for that, and that’s what God asks of us, to wait for His salvation. So Isaiah 25, when He says:
Isa 25:9 [reads]
9 
And it will be said in that day, "Behold, this is our God for whom we have waited that He might save us. This is the LORD for whom we have waited; Let us rejoice and be glad in His salvation." NASB
That’s the cry you would hope that people would say on that day when He comes to be seen. “Here He is! He’s finally come! We’ve waited for so long.”
Isa 25:10 [reads]
10 
For the hand of the LORD will rest on this mountain, And Moab will be trodden down in his place As straw is trodden down in the water of a manure pile. NASB
The glory of God being spread in the land at the time of His coming will overshadow the destruction that goes before it. As horrible as it’s going to be with all the death and destruction that’s going to occur, everything that you could have seen in Revelation, with all the seals and trumpets and bowls, and all that other stuff that’s talked about, how people are going to be destroyed. When we get on the other side of all that and we’re in the glorious presence of the Lord, He’s going to wipe away every tear, no more mourning, no more crying. That’s hard to fathom. That is absolutely hard to fathom. Because what we do know in our own lives is crying, and tears, and mourning, and loss. That’s what we know in our own lives. Everyone of us has lost someone and we have tears and mourning and crying and loss. One day that all goes away. I don’t understand that, but I cling to it. I would love for that to come today so we don’t have to have all the tears and mourning. But God tells me I have to be patient. Patient. Because He’s coming when the time is right. That’s what I hold onto everyday. Everyday I wait for that day when the Lord comes. When the Lord sets everything right from everything that was wrong. But we’re not going to talk about rapture, the tribulation, and how and when people go up and down, and that kind of thing. What we’re sure of is that He’s coming back a visible, bodily return with His saints. Somehow that’s going happen. There’ll be a judgment of the world, but there’ll be a rescue of those who believe, a new heaven and a new earth where there’s no more mourning and no more tears, for that I’m patient. I wait and I urge you to be patient and wait as well.
