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Comfort My People

Will the Lord Keep Silent?
What is the situation of the people? (Isaiah 63)
- It is desperate. No longer God’s people.

What is the request? (Isaiah 64)

- “Lord, would You come down?”

What is the condition of the people? (Isaiah 64:5–7)

What are the people like?

 - They are deep in their sins.

How does God respond? (Isaiah 65 and 66)

- He will not keep silent.

- There will be judgment or blessing.

What is the purpose of prophecy?

 - To return to God.

By the Word . . .

1. the world was created.

2. the world was destroyed.

3. future judgment will happen.

A good friend of mine named Frank Hitchings, was on a mission trip to the Ukraine a couple years back. His adventures took him to a small village. There was no electricity, no running water. He walked into this small one-roomed house and there sat this little old lady in a babushka, wrinkled from ages and ages of hard winters and hard life. But yet, she knew Jesus Christ as her Lord and Savior. The very first thing that came out of her mouth, she spoke it obviously in Russian, but when she spoke it, it was translated. The question addressed to my friend from America was this: “Are you excited about the return of the Lord?” The very first question: Are you anticipating the return of Jesus Christ? Are you looking forward to the end, to the culmination of all that we’ve been reading and studying and thinking about?

My friends, you’re studying Isaiah and you are to be commended on the hard work that you put forward. But it ends, doesn’t it? It ends in a surprising manner. It ends with the very end of time. But it ends not with just heaven; it ends with a very somber glimpse at God’s judgment, at God’s wrath. We’ve got 66 chapters of an ancient Hebrew piece of literature. It has narrative in it. It has history, it has prophetic history, future history, poetry, imagery. It has kings and kingdoms and all these various things. And there are time phrases and repeated words and descriptions of God and who He is and what He’s like. My question for us today is: how then should we study this text? Why should we study this text? What is the purpose of a book like Isaiah?

One-third of the Old Testament is prophetic literature. One-third of the Old Testament is prophetic literature. Most of the Old Testament then is described as narrative, but in this aspect it is described as a prophetic literature. Which means it not only talks to a specific people about a specific time, but it has implications to readers even to today and yet to come. How then should we study this prophecy?

Let me ask you my friends, are you longing for the return of the Lord? Do you wake up in a daily manner and ask God, “Lord, would You maranatha, would You come quickly Lord Jesus?” I know for me, Mondays I do that. Sundays I’m kind of celebrating. But Mondays I have that, “Lord would You come back?”
We’re going to look at Isaiah 64 through 66, as we close out our series. And we’re going to ask the text a couple of questions. I want you to first start with me in Isaiah 63. We’ll begin in verse 15. Isaiah 63, verse 15. 
We have a prayer that starts in 15. It goes all the way through the chapter of 64. So, let’s back up to 63:15. Let’s see what is this question, what is this request, what is the request that he is making here of God. Verse 15:

Isa 63:15-19 [reads]
15 
Look down from heaven, and see from Thy holy and glorious habitation; Where are Thy zeal and Thy mighty deeds? The stirrings of Thy heart and Thy compassion are restrained toward me. 

16 
For Thou art our Father, though Abraham does not know us, And Israel does not recognize us. Thou, O LORD, art our Father, Our Redeemer from of old is Thy name. 

17 
Why, O LORD, dost Thou cause us to stray from Thy ways, And harden our heart from fearing Thee? Return for the sake of Thy servants, the tribes of Thy heritage. 

18 
Thy holy people possessed Thy sanctuary for a little while, Our adversaries have trodden it down. And look how he describes the people of Israel in verse 19:
19 
We have become like those over whom Thou hast what? never ruled, Like those who were not called by Thy name. NASB
So, we want to look at this prayer. And the first thing I want you to see is this situation that is described here in 63 and the last paragraph. What is the situation of the people? [writing on board] In other words, what is the cause, why this request of God? Look how he describes the people. He says:
Isa 63:18 [reads]
18 
Thy holy people possessed Thy sanctuary for a little while, Our adversaries have trodden it down. NASB
In other words, we’re the ones that You have decided to set apart. The people of Israel and Judah are the ones that God has said, not based upon anything they’re bringing to the table, not based on their strength, their beauty, their majesty. You know, their intellect, their resources, nothing based upon what they have, but simply, Deuteronomy tells us, simply because of His love and affection has been placed on them.
Deut 7:7-8

7 
The LORD did not set His love on you nor choose you because you were more in number than any of the peoples, for you were the fewest of all peoples, 

8 
but because the LORD loved you and kept the oath which He swore to your forefathers, the LORD brought you out by a mighty hand, and redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. NASB
That makes them different. That makes them holy, literally set apart. A people designed and shaped for Himself and for His purposes. But, what are these holy people like? Look at verses 18 and 19:
Isa 63:18 [reads]
18 
Thy holy people possessed Thy sanctuary for a little while, In other words, there’s a temporary description being made. But the end of verse 18 tells us what happened. What happened are adversaries, those against us, have literally [stomping his feet] have trodden us down. They have literally demolished us. They have put us beneath their boot and squished us. This is the status of the holy people. Our adversaries have trodden it down. NASB
And he says in verse 19:

Isa 63:19

19 
We have become like those over whom Thou hast never ruled, Like those who were not called by Thy name. NASB
What are we like? Well, we’re like those You’ve never ruled over. We’re like those nations of whom worship pagan deities. We have become like those of our enemies. We’re like people who have literally never been called by Your name. As if You had never laid Your affections upon us. Oh, what a dire situation the people of Israel are describing here. We are like those of whom You have never cast Your love and Your affection, Your provision, Your protection upon. “Lord, here it is: we’re strangers. Separated, excluded, removed from Your covenants, from Your promises, from Your position. We are no longer Your people.” That’s the situation. It is a situation that is desperate. [writing on board] It is a situation that Lord, “We’re in trouble. We are no longer, in a sense, Your people. We’re no longer a part of Your promises. It feels like You have excluded us, abandoned us, and rejected us.
So, how does He respond? What is the request that He makes in light of the situation? What then, is the request? [writing on board] Well, we see the request being described in Isaiah 64, in the first part. Let’s look at the, what he actually prays to God. In 64 he asks this: verse 1.
Isa 64:1-2 [reads]
1 
Oh, that Thou wouldst rend the heavens and come down, That the mountains might quake at Thy presence —  

2 
As fire kindles the brushwood, as fire causes water to boil — To make Thy name known to Thine adversaries, That the nations may tremble at Thy presence! NASB
All right. Remember I told you that prophetic literature has imagery in it. It has this very colorful imagery. What is the image that is described that he’s calling for God to do in verse 1? What does he say he wants Him to do to the heavens? He wants Him to what? To rend them! To rip them apart! To tear them open! And what is the result of that when God grabs a hold of the handles of heaven and He opens them up? What is the result he looks for there in verse 1? He says, “That You would rend the heavens and come down.” 

And what would happen to the mountains? Those mountains that we think don’t move; those things that we think are the stability of the earth? The very pillars of the earth? He says, “Lord, will You take the heavens and rip them open that the mountains may begin to tremble, and the mountains may begin to quake at Your presence?” Isaiah is calling for action; he’s calling for God to come off His throne, to step off His throne, and to come amongst His people with great power, isn’t he? To demonstrate His almighty holiness, to flex His divine muscles so that the adversaries would know He’s here. 

Why such a request? They’re desperate. They feel as if they have been rejected. They feel as if God has abandoned them, in a sense. That they’re no longer like the people called by His name. So, he says, “Lord would You rend the heavens and come down?”
Then in verse 3, he reminds God. He’s done this before. He reminds God that this is part of His nature, part of His history. Look at what he says in verse 3:

Isa 64:3-4 [reads]
3 
When Thou didst awesome things which we did not expect, Thou didst come down, the mountains quaked at Thy presence. 

4 
For from of old they have not heard nor perceived by ear, Neither has the eye seen a God besides Thee, Who acts in behalf of the one who waits for Him. NASB
Ah! This is great stuff. Isaiah’s not just praying something that he’s never heard of. He’s not asking for the impossible. He’s literally taking God up at His Word. He reminds God, the image, I don’t know if this is the exact image, but the image that came to my mind as I studied this was Exodus 19. Do you remember this when God said, “Moses, come up on the mountain. I want to talk to you. But be very clear Moses. Don’t let anybody or anything touch the very edges of this mountain. For if I’m going to place My glory upon it, it will be holy and if anything or anyone touches it they die.” That’s how holy this is going to be. Moses is the only one allowed. Moses goes up to this mountain and then it says the glory of the Lord as represented as some kind of cosmic cloud, sat down on top of the mountain. And then their conversation began.
Do you remember their conversation, how it sounded to the people down in the valley? It was like thunder. Like a noise they had never heard. The very mountain began to shake and to quiver. God! The Creator was speaking! It had such an effect on everything around it. The mountain shook; Moses’ face changed. He came down the mountain, he freaked the people out. He was glowing! Then they, “Put a veil on! What is wrong?” The very molecules in his face responded to its Creator’s glory! But the people said, “Please, please, Moses! Please do not let God speak again. For if He does, surely we will . . .” What? “We will die!”

Ex 20:19

19 
Then they said to Moses, "Speak to us yourself and we will listen; but let not God speak to us, lest we die." NASB
Now, let me just ask you a question. What’s going on there? What is God doing? Is He the kind of God that says, “Hey, listen. I’ve got some suggestions for you. You know, if you’re not liking your life very much and you’d like to have a little more peace, a little more happiness, why don’t you try Me for awhile?” 
Is that the God that’s described here? Is that a God saying, “Listen, I’ve got some ideas that might help you have a better life, a better marriage, make your kids turn out a little bit better.” Uh uh. This is One, when He speaks we shake and quiver, right? He’s so awesome, He’s so holy that we feel like we’re not even worthy to be altogether in our molecules. 

I wonder if that is what’s wrong with the church today? If we’ve forgotten the holiness of God. We go to some churches today and God is like a rock star, right? His Word is not opened. Instead, we just sing and holler and whoop and do crazy things and laugh and all kinds of stuff goes on in churches today. Yet His Word is not opened and reverence is not given. 

Isaiah’s prayer reminds us, “Lord, would You rend the heavens? Would You take the very cosmos and rip it apart and enter into our presence like You did before? Like You did before?” That’s the request: “Lord, would You come down?” [writing on board]

I love this mental picture of coming down. Don’t you? I mean, we know our theology, we know that. Where is God? Right now? Where is God? Is He right there? [pointing to the left of the stage.] Is He right there? [pointing to the right of the stage.] Is He in Tokyo? Yes. How about Africa? Yes. In fact, there is nowhere God is not. Right? He is omnipresent, is the term we give for it.

So, when we say, “God, come down.” We’re not changing our theology and saying, “Lord, I know You’re up in the heavens and You’re sitting on Your throne and You’ve got Your angels doing Your work. But would You personally come down?” That’s not what we’re asking. When we ask God to enter into our life and to come down, we’re saying, “Lord, we need Your power and Your presence!” Right?
What does it mean when God says, “I will be with you.” He’s not talking about His ontological essence, His being. It’s His favor. Right? It’s His righteousness, it’s His holiness. It’s the way He changes things and circumstances and situations.

Isaiah is crying out to God at the end of this prophecy, “Lord, would You come down?! Would You show Yourself?! Remember, remember how You did it in Exodus? Remember how You did it on Mount Sinai? Would You do it again? Would you come back? Would You show Your favor? Would You bare Your arm of strength?” That’s the request. 

But, what is the condition? I know we have a situation. We talked about it being separate. But what is the condition of the people? [writing on the board] A little bit different question here than the situation. This is what’s kind of going on. But what are they, in other words, what are they like? But what are the people like? What are they up to? What is going on in their lives? And we’ve got lots of text we could answer this question with. But I want to draw your attention to the end of verses 5 and 6 and 7 of 64. Look at verse 5. He says:
Isa 64:5 [reads]
5 
Thou dost meet him who rejoices in doing righteousness, Who remembers Thee in Thy ways. Behold, Thou wast angry, for we What? Sinned. Right. A key word. You marked this in your text. sinned, We continued in them What is “them”? Our sins. a long time; And shall we be saved? NASB
This is the status of the people. They’ve sinned. They have decided that they are going to go, basically, here’s God’s agenda, here’s God’s ways, and they said, “No thanks. We’ll take ours. I see it, I know, I know. I got it, I got it. I read it. What ‘cha talking about? I want my way.” That’s what we’re saying to God. The people here, “We’ve sinned. And we’ve done it for a long time.” And the question is: Can we be saved? Shall we be saved?
Look at verse 6. He says:

Isa 64:6 [reads]
6 
For all of us have become like one who is unclean, And all our righteous deeds Those things that we think make us special. The things that we point to, the badges that we wear. You know, “Hey! I’ve got a Bible study badge. I’ve done the whole book of Isaiah with Precepts. In fact, I’ve done even more than that. I’ve done my homework. Right? I’ve been to six of the eight classes.” We’ve got little badges. Or, “I’ve never beaten my wife. I’ve never kicked my kids. Right? I’ve never cheated on my taxes.” All these righteous deeds they’ve got, you know, as merit badges all over them. And He says, “But, really when we look at it [pft] they’re unclean. In fact, the imagery here is nasty garments. It’s things you flush, let me just say that. It’s, it’s disgusting. He says that the very thing that we’re proud of, the very thing that we think make us look like You want us to be is exactly the opposite. That’s the condition. They are deep in their sins. They are deep in their sins. So the question is: Shall we be saved? Is there hope for us? Unclean, filthy. He says, look at what He says at the end of verse 6. He says:

Isa 64:6 [reads]
6 
For all of us have become like one who is unclean, And all our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment; And all of us wither like a leaf, And our iniquities, like the wind, do what? take us away. NASB
Now, let me just say something. That’s what sin does. If you’re wondering, if you’re playing with it, if you’re thinking about doing some sin, let me just go ahead and tell you the end game with sin. It wants to drag you away, right? Sin is never satisfied with just a little bit of your heart. Right? It starts off that way. It just says, “That’s okay. It’s just a little bit of indulgence. That’s not so bad. Right? Nobody knows. I mean, I’m not doing it out in public.” It has a way of like, it’s like the Spiderman movie that just came out. The black spider, you know, costume, it just consumes you. It just eats you up. It says, “Our sins, our iniquities, like the wind, have just taken us away.” That’s the condition of the people.
Look at what he says in verse 7:

Isa 64:7 [reads]
7 
And there is no one who calls on Thy name, Who arouses himself to take hold of Thee; For Thou hast hidden Thy face from us, And hast delivered us into the power of our iniquities. NASB
My time spent as a pastor, I can tell you story after story of people that started off with well intensions. But they gave into a little bit of sin, which lead them a little bit further. And they gave into a little bit of sin, and finally, sitting in my office destitute, literally begging and crying for help. 
And Isaiah says, “There’s no one now who can call on Your name. There’s no one who can wake themselves up to take a hold of You. We’ve got no voice! The people of God are desperate. We are deep in our sins.” So the request is what? “Come down. Come down.”

So, how does God respond? Well, wooh! We could look at this several ways. Let me just show you one other thought in 64. In 64, the prayer is described this way. In 64, verses 1 and 2, he says, “Will You come down? Will You rend the heavens? Would You do the things that we did not expect?”
And look with me at 64, verse 12. Here’s the question. Here’s the actual, the come down. How does that show up? What is He going to say? He says in 64, verse 12:

Isa 64:12 [reads]
12 
Wilt Thou restrain Thyself at these things, O LORD? Wilt Thou keep silent and afflict us beyond measure? NASB
What is he referring to: these things in verse 12? What is he saying: “Will you restrain Yourself with these things?” In other words, what is being described in the verses preceding this that would cause God to stand up and bow up? That would cause God to take vengeance and wrath? Look again at 64, verses 8 through 12.
Isa 64:8 [reads]
8 
But now, O LORD, he’s still in his prayer in 64. Thou art our Father, Oh, I love that. Reminding them of what You told us. We are the clay, and Thou our potter; And all of us are the work of Thy hand. NASB
Listen, that is the way to approach a holy God. Reminding Him of what He has said to you and then taking the position of humility. Saying, “I have no rights. I have no demands I can make on You. My agenda is worth [thhht] when it comes to Yours. I lay it, I am like soft clay in Your hands. You are the Potter. You are the One who determines my future. You are the One of whom I will follow. Lord, will You shape me according to Your pleasure? You are my Father. I’m clay, You are the Potter.”
Look at what he says:

Isa 64:9 [reads]
9 
Do not be angry beyond measure, O LORD, Neither remember iniquity forever; Behold, look now, all of us are Thy people. NASB
Now, verses 10 and 11, he’s going to describe some things that are shocking that according to history, have not yet happened, right? Look at what he says in verse 10:

Isa 64:10-11 [reads]
10 
Thy holy cities have become a wilderness, Zion Right? The Mount Zion, where the temple, and that’s the headquarters of Yahweh, that is the place on earth where God has placed His name. has become a wilderness, empty, right? Desperate, desolate Jerusalem a desolation. Not only that but verse 11:
11 
Our holy and beautiful house, What is he referring to there? The temple of God. Where our fathers praised Thee, Has been burned by fire; And all our precious things There I think of the Arc of the Covenant. I think of all the different instruments and the pieces of furniture that represent God and His holiness in this house. He says: have become a ruin. NASB
Okay. Can you see the picture? Can you picture this? The people that are listening to Isaiah? Right? That are hearing this prayer or perhaps reading it. Maybe even a couple of years afterward or reading this scroll, “What? Jerusalem a desolation? Zion a wilderness? I don’t see a wilderness. Here I am standing on the front porch of the temple. What do you mean? I was just there! I just gave my sacrifices. Everything is great. Right? It looks good to me!”
“Your house has been burnt by fire. Your precious things have been taken away. We’ve lost them. They’re in ruins.” Can you see? There’s a tense moment there as the reader listens to that. But we know that after 586 BC, when the house was burnt, when Zion was a wilderness and Jerusalem was desolated, that the people then took up this Word again, “Oh, He is a God of truth. He is a God who tells us the future, who determines the future. He really must be the God, that there is no other. He must be the One and holy God.”
This is why in verse 12, God is asked, “Lord, can You sit there and take it? Can You restrain Yourself at these things?” And the final question, verse 12, is: “Will You keep silent?”

Isa 64:12

12 
Wilt Thou restrain Thyself at these things, O LORD? Wilt Thou keep silent and afflict us beyond measure? NASB
Will You be silent? How does God respond? Well, two ways God responds is in 65 and 66. One aspect is He says, “I will not keep silent.” Look at 65. We’ll start in verse 1.

Isa 65:1-2 [reads]
1 
"I permitted Myself to be sought by those who did not ask for Me; I permitted Myself to be found by those who did not seek Me. I said, 'Here am I, here am I,' To a nation which did not call on My name. How does this look? Verse 2:
2 
"I have spread out My hands all day long to a what? to a rebellious people, Who walk in the way which is not good, following their own thoughts, NASB
Do you see the picture here? God is offering Himself. God is leaning down and leaning towards and extending His grace. And how are they receiving Him? “No thanks.” Look at what they, look at how He describes them in verse 2:
Isa 65:2 [reads]
2 
"I have spread out My hands all day long to a rebellious people, Who walk in the way which is not good, How do they do that? following their own What? thoughts, NASB
“I know better.” That’s the message: “I know better! I know David Arthur better than God does. I know what David Arthur needs, so leave me alone! I’ve got my agenda.” Right? They follow their own thoughts. But look at what their response is. Look at the reaction here in verse 3. What does this do to God? It says:
Isa 65:3 [reads]
3 
A people who continually What? Provoke. You all know what provoke is, right? Remember this is: “Come on! What ‘cha got? Who are you? Na na na na na na na.” Right? [making weird sounds] That’s what your little brother does to you, right? When he’s trying to pick a fight. I mean it’s in your face! It’s not subtle. You know, you do your thing and I’ll do my thing. We’ll have our own separate lives.” It’s flagrant. I mean, how does He describe this flagrant provoking? 

Isa 65:3-5 [reads]
3 
A people who continually provoke Me to My face, Offering sacrifices in gardens Is “gardens” where sacrifices are supposed to be made? No. The temple. and burning incense on bricks; 

4 
Who sit among graves, and spend the night in secret places; Who eat swine's flesh, And the broth of unclean meat is in their pots. 

5 
"Who say, 'Keep to yourself, do not come near me, For I am holier than you!' These are smoke in My nostrils, A fire that burns all the day. NASB
He says, “What is this like?” How does this, in verses 3 through 5, what is, what is this appear to God? How does God perceive this “provoke”?
Isa 65:5 [reads]
5 
"Who say, 'Keep to yourself, do not come near me, For I am holier than you!' These are smoke in My nostrils, A fire that burns all the day. NASB
The imagery there comes out of Leviticus. Leviticus. They told them over and over again, “These are the sacrifices I want you to do. This is how we’ll keep our relationship in synch. When you sin, you offer these sacrifices and literally, you’ll burn the carcasses of your best and choice animals. And when the smoke comes up I, Yahweh, I God, [sniffs] will see if it’s pleasing or not.” So, the whole goal of the sacrifices was to please God. Was to literally, fill His nostrils with the aroma of their sacrifices. But He says, “Here I smell smoke. I smell smoke, a fire that burns all day.”
And He says in verse 6, “Here’s what I’m going to do to your question: “Will You keep silent?” Verse 6:

Isa 65:6-7 [reads]
6 
"Behold, it is written before Me, I will not keep silent, but I will What? repay; I will even repay into their bosom, 

7 
Both their own iniquities and the iniquities of their fathers together," says the LORD. Why? "Because they have burned incense on the mountains, And scorned Me on the hills, Therefore I will measure their former work into their bosom."  NASB
Now, we see this, there’s several places in our text that we studied this week, where God says, “I’m going to bring judgment.” But the end is what I want you to see, is when Isaiah says, “Lord, will You keep silent?” The first thing He says is, “No, I won’t keep silent. I won’t keep silent. But the voice you’re going to hear, some of you are going to hear, is a voice of judgment, a voice of wrath. A holy God drawing a line in the sand and saying, ‘If you decide to stay on this side of the sand, which is not My side, then prepare to hear My voice. Prepare to hear and experience the power of God.’ ” It is the glory of God. But it’s not the side of the glory that you want to see. No one will stand up against it.
But then there’s another aspect to what He says: He will not keep silent. Look at 65, verse 17. He says:

Isa 65:17-20 [reads]
17 
"For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; And the former things shall not be remembered or come to mind. 

18 
"But be glad and rejoice forever in what I create; For behold, I create Jerusalem for rejoicing, And her people for gladness. 

19 
"I will also rejoice in Jerusalem, and be glad in My people; And there will no longer be heard in her The voice of weeping and the sound of crying. 

20 
"No longer will there be in it an infant who lives but a few days, Or an old man who does not live out his days; For the youth will die at the age of one hundred And the one who does not reach the age of one hundred Shall be thought accursed. NASB
He says, “Listen. It’s not like it is here on earth. It’s not like what it is now. What I have planned for you is better than you can imagine. It’s the reality that you now think you live in. I’ve got so much more planned for you.” He says in verse 21:
Isa 65:21-24 [reads]
21 
"And they shall build houses and inhabit them; They shall also plant vineyards and eat That was a new thing for the people of Israel. In the exile periods, when the nations would come in and conquer them, when they’d be pulled out of their lands. their fruit. 

22 
"They shall not build, and another inhabit, They shall not plant, and another eat; For as the lifetime of a tree, so shall be the days of My people, And My chosen ones shall wear out the work of their hands. 

23 
"They shall not labor in vain, Or bear children for calamity; For they are the offspring of those blessed by the LORD, And their descendants with them. 

24 
"It will also come to pass that before they call, I will answer; and while they are still speaking, I will hear. NASB
So, we have in this sense, we have God saying, “No, I will not keep silent.” There’s more of that, you know this. You’ve done your homework. There’s more of this kind of blessing that’s described.
In 66, He says, “It’s going to be like peace. Peace to you is going to be like a river. Ah! Peace like a river. It’s just going to come and overwhelm you. It’s going to just surround you and carry you and absorb you.”

Isa 66:12

12 
For thus says the LORD, "Behold, I extend peace to her like a river, And the glory of the nations like an overflowing stream; And you shall be nursed, you shall be carried on the hip and fondled on the knees. NASB
“My shalom, My design, My peace for you, it’s got you.” That’s, he says, “Will You keep silent?” “No. I won’t keep silent. I won’t keep silent for those who will reject Me. There will be judgment. But for those who will follow Me, oh, I will not be silent. I will bring restoration like you can’t even imagine. I’ll bring peace that you just can’t even contain. It will contain you. I’ll blow your, I’ll blow your imaginations with my blessings. It’s going to be so crazy that lions will eat straw. And a wolf and a lamb who don’t get a long here on earth, will be licking each other’s ears. They’re going to be laying down, they’re going to be playing together. A wolf and a lamb. In other words, My restoration is going to reverse things. My restoration is more than just making things feel a little bit better. My restoration is amazing.”

Isa 65:25

25 
"The wolf and the lamb shall graze together, and the lion shall eat straw like the ox; and dust shall be the serpent's food. They shall do no evil or harm in all My holy mountain," says the LORD. NASB
“O Lord, would You rend the heavens and come down?” God’s answer is, “Yes, I will. Yes, I will. But be prepared for when I come, there will be either judgment or there will be blessing. Which will it be for you?” He says, “Shall I be saved?”
Now, one of the things I want to specifically point out to you is, and you marked this word “call.” Right? “Called” in your text. It’s a synonym for prayer several times. But this one stuck out to me. Call. I found it first in 64 and his description is prayer. Right? 64 verse 7. You all saw that? Where he was saying, “Listen, Lord, There’s no one (what?), who calls on Your name.”
Isa 64:7

7 
And there is no one who calls on Thy name, Who arouses himself to take hold of Thee; For Thou hast hidden Thy face from us, And hast delivered us into the power of our iniquities. NASB
And there’s a sense in which the people of God in their misery, in their sin, were calling out to God and yet God was not answering. It shows up again in verse 12 of 65. “Because I called and You did not answer. I spoke and You did not hear.”
Isa 65:12

12 
I will destine you for the sword, And all of you shall bow down to the slaughter. Because I called, but you did not answer; I spoke, but you did not hear. And you did evil in My sight, And chose that in which I did not delight."  NASB
There, He’s speaking of the people of God in their rebellion are calling out to God and God is not responding. So, in a sense, we have, part of this, the dialog here is, there seems to be a gap. There seems to be a wall. There seems to be an interruption of the discussion between man and His Creator.
[He’s having a dialog with the audience here.] Now, from the study of Isaiah, what is it that separates us from God? Now come on. Are you sure about that? Can you prove it? Is there a verse that says our iniquities separate us from God? Where is it? I mean, God’s a God of love. He can never be separated from . . . What do you mean? Do you know this for sure? Right? Where is it? Come on! 59 what? 59 verse 2. Excellent! Right. 
Isa 59:2

2 
But your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, And your sins have hidden His face from you, so that He does not hear. NASB
We saw a specific example of that in what chapter? A specific example of: “You call on Me but I do not hear.” That was described in what chapter? Because you’re fasting and you’re praying but I’m not listening. Yeah. Chapter 58! Our sins separate us from God.

Isa 58:3

3
'Why have we fasted and Thou dost not see? Why have we humbled ourselves and Thou dost not notice?' Behold, on the day of your fast you find your desire, And drive hard all your workers. NASB
So, one of the blessings, one of the answers to this prayer that we have is found in God finally answering. Look at, if you went through and marked “call” you’ll see it. Go to chapter 65, verse 24. I love this. This is one of the implications that you’re restored. That God has brought His blessing upon you because you’re willing to align yourself with Him. Look at what it says:
Isa 65:24 [reads]
24 
"It will also come to pass that before they What? call, I will answer; and while they are still speaking, I will hear. NASB
Do you know what came to my mind when I read this? I’ve been married for twenty years, now. I have three daughters, no sons. So, and you can imagine, and they’re all teenagers, so you can imagine what my house is like. Right? I mean, I have to tiptoe, I have to be careful, I have to watch for moods and you know, and facial expressions, you know. Sometimes I can tease and sometimes I can’t even think about teasing, right? I mean, it’s very delicate. Sometimes I feel like I don’t understand y’all. We were just laughing and now you’re crying! You know, why? I don’t know. Well stop. I can’t. You know, it’s just a, there’s times when my wife, I’ll look at my wife and say, you know, what? I mean, I can just tell there’s something wrong. What? And she’ll look at me and she’ll say, “You don’t know?” Right. Men, if that happens to you, pull out! Just say you’re sorry, you know, buy her something. Clean the kitchen. Do something. It’s like she wants me to know what she’s thinking before she even has to say it. 
But God is saying: “Listen. When I restore our relationship it’s like a husband and wife who are in synch.” And I’ve experienced this, too. It’s when I, when we’re sitting at a party and we’re thinking the same thing about this conversation going on. We’re in synch. We’ve been living together and intimate for so long that we do, we know each other’s thoughts sometimes. 

And God says: “When I will not keep silent. When I come it will be like we’re reading each other’s minds. I will know what you call before you even ask.” That’s great isn’t it? That’s a blessing. That’s just one specific example I want to show you.

Now, let me ask you, let’s finish our time by applying this. Remember we started off saying, “Do you long for the day of the Lord?”

Let me get on my soap box for a minute. My soap box, I’ll stand up here for a minute. [He stands on one of the rungs of his stool so that he’s a little higher than he was just standing or sitting.] My soap box with prophecy and the American church is, often times it is abused. What do I mean by that? [He gets down off the rung of his stool.] Prophecy often times, is something that pastors or television preachers will, they feel like prophecy as the sole purpose is to make charts. Right? I mean, it’s almost like they’re fortune tellers. You know, they like to fascinate the listener. And they, sometimes, they’ll grab little news clippings that just happened and say: “Ha! Ezekiel 17:49. Ah ha! Isaiah 44 . . .” and just [bllll] and you just look at it and go, huh? And I’ve got friends who aren’t Christians and they’ll turn the TV on and they’ll sit there and laugh! Or they’ll be disgusted like I am and it’s just like, “No, no, no, that’s not what prophecy’s for!”
Prophecy is not some kind of chart-making industry or, you know, it’s not just to make charts. It’s really to shape our hearts. The purpose of prophecy is not simply to just inform us of the future. Now, it does that. It does. It informs us of the future, doesn’t it? But that’s not it’s sole purpose. Instead of just informing us of the future, is not prophecy there to form us for the future?

When I was reading in our text this week and I saw this description of potter and clay, it reminded me of another prophecy. In Jeremiah 18, where God tells Jeremiah, “I want you to go down to the potter’s house.” And if you’ve read Jeremiah, you’re used to this, because it’s some weird stuff, right? One time he’s told to do a little, make some clay soldiers. Another time he’s told to be naked, you know, it’s some weird stuff. 

So, he’s told to go down to the potter’s house. So, Jeremiah goes down to the potter’s house and he walks in and says, “Can I see the potter? What’s he doing?” “He’s making pots. He’s taking soft clay and he’s making pots.”
Well, one of the pots breaks, so what does he do? He changes it. Can you see that? It’s spinning in the wheel. He’s got a good shape and all of a sudden, blip! So, what does he do? He takes it and crumbles it all up and he starts over. In other words, a pot designed to be, let’s say, a soup pot. If it doesn’t work right he can change it and make it a vase. Right? He can make it however he wants.
Jer 18:1-6

1 
The word which came to Jeremiah from the LORD saying, 

2 
"Arise and go down to the potter's house, and there I shall announce My words to you." 

3 
Then I went down to the potter's house, and there he was, making something on the wheel. 

4 
But the vessel that he was making of clay was spoiled in the hand of the potter; so he remade it into another vessel, as it pleased the potter to make. 

5 
Then the word of the LORD came to me saying, 

6 
"Can I not, O house of Israel, deal with you as this potter does?" declares the LORD. "Behold, like the clay in the potter's hand, so are you in My hand, O house of Israel. NASB

And so, God tells Jeremiah in that visual picture there, He says, “Now, listen to Me. If I call for judgment, if I pronounce judgment on a nation, on a people, and in the middle of this, this judgment, they decide to repent, and in the Hebrew it’s shub, [shub/shuwb – to return] to return to Me. If they decide to quit running from My ways and to turn around, I can change the judgment. I can call it back. I can call it off. Visa Versa. If I promise blessing for a people and in the middle of this blessing, if somewhere in here, they decide, no, uh uh, we want to do it our way.” He says, “I can change that. Just like a potter can change what he’s making.”
So, what than is the purpose of prophecy? Why do we, I mean, most of us in this room are not Jews. Right? We don’t live in Jerusalem. So, why are we studying this? What is the purpose of the people of God to study prophecy? In other words, why did God give the “thus sayeth the Lord,” to these individuals throughout history? What’s the purpose of this? We’ve got several examples. 
We’ve got the story of Jonah. You know, Jonah didn’t want to do it. He didn’t want to go to Nineveh. He finally goes to Nineveh and he pronounces judgment against Nineveh. Do you remember what Nineveh did? They repented. Maybe, perhaps, the Lord would change. And what happened? They repented and did God change His ways? Yes. God, it says, God relented from His judgment of those people.
Jonah 3:9-10

9 
"Who knows, God may turn and relent, and withdraw His burning anger so that we shall not perish?" 

10 
When God saw their deeds, that they turned from their wicked way, then God relented concerning the calamity which He had declared He would bring upon them. And He did not do it. NASB
The purpose of prophecy in Jonah then, was for those people to repent. I think that’s, I don’t want to get too simplistic, but the purpose of prophecy, you know, in addition to informing us of the future. Which it does that. I don’t want to take that away. But the general purpose of why we study prophecy is to return to God.
I don’t know about you, but I’m not Jewish and so, I’ve not been thinking about the implications, especially of what we’ve read in some of these things where it gets very specific about Jerusalem and things. That hasn’t really hit home with me. But what has hit home with me is as I listen to Him talk to His people, I’ve heard Him talking to me: 

“David, what are you holding onto that you need to let go? What are you trying to control that’s not yours? What other gods are you bringing to the table when it comes time to meet with Me? Repent, there is no other god besides Me. What is it that’s competing for your heart to be solely mine? Let it go.”

“I’ve got idols, idolatry, agendas, desires, what is it, what is it Lord, that I need to let go?” And He’s been talking to me through this lesson. He’s calling me to do what? To return to Him.
Let me show you in the New Testament and we’ll finish with this. Go with me to 2 Peter chapter 3. I love this. Oh, I love this. This is so powerful. You know, Peter is writing to people who are dispersed and they’re dispersed because of, I mean, they’re suffering. Let’s just put it this way, they are suffering because they have decided to follow Jesus. And so, they’ve made their decision. They’ve placed their loyalties with God and so he says there are going to be times when you’re going to be mocked. You’re going to be persecuted. And he gets specific in chapter 3. He says, this is my purpose. 

Now, we’re going to ask ourselves a couple of questions. First, why is he going to do this? See if you can find the purpose of what he’s about to do. How is he going to do it and then, what is the application? Those are the questions. So, what is the purpose? Let’s look at verse 1:

2 Peter 3:1 [reads]
1 
This is now, beloved, the second letter I am writing to you in which I am stirring up your sincere mind by way of reminder, NASB
Okay. So, what is it he wants to do? He wants to make a couple of suggestions, some humble suggestions for you to consider. Is that what he says? What’s the image? “I want to stir it up!” Think of a hornet’s nest. “I want to shake things up, all right. I want to get inside your mind, I want to remind you, I want to stir up your thinking. I want to stimulate you,” right? What’s he going to do to stimulate them? Verse 2:
2 Peter 3:2 [reads]
2 
that you should remember the words spoken beforehand By who? by the holy prophets and the commandment of the Lord and Savior spoken by your apostles. NASB
Okay. How’s he going to stir up our hearts, our minds? With the prophets. Ah! The Old Testament guys. The Isaiahs. He’s going to bring that to our mind and recall it. And he says in verse 3:
2 Peter 3:3-4 [reads]
3 
Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their mocking, following after their own lusts, And here’s what they say, verse 4:
4 
and saying, "Where is the promise of His coming? Where is it? You talk about this promise. Where is it? Where is the promise of His coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from the beginning of creation." NASB
You see, they’re reasoning. “I don’t see any difference.” It’s like people saying, “If God is real make Him show up right here. Prove it.” Right? That’s the kind of mocking, it’s scorning, it’s in your face. It says, “Nothing has changed since the beginning.” But they forgot. Verse 5:
2 Peter 3:5 [reads]
5 
For when they maintain this, it escapes their notice they forgot! that by the what? word of God the heavens existed long ago and the earth was formed out of water and by water, NASB
What’s he describing there? Right? They forgot by the Word, number 1: What has happened? The world was created. [writing on board] Okay. This is all about the promise now. The world was created. All right. 

The second thing he brings to their mind. Look at verse 6:

2 Peter 3:6 [reads]
6 
through which the world at that time was destroyed, being flooded with water. NASB
What’s he describing there? Right? The world was created and the world was destroyed. [writing on board] All life on earth. Again by the Word.
Thirdly, look what he brings to their mind. Verse 7:

2 Peter 3:7 [reads]
7 
But the present heavens and earth by His what? word are being reserved for what? for fire, kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men. NASB
Okay. So, they forgot. Those who mock you say, “The Word, the promise that God has made is not real. See, nothing’s changed.” But they forgot. It’s how it started, it’s what happened in the times of Noah. 
And thirdly, it’s also referring to what? To the future, right? Future judgment in which the present heavens and the world will be destroyed. [writing on board] So, he says, “But here’s the deal.” Verse 8:
2 Peter 3:8-9 [reads]
8 
But do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 

9 
The Lord is not slow So the one day, a thousand years, don’t try to make a formula out of that. Okay? That’s not math. That’s not some kind of hidden code to figure out when is Jesus coming back. It’s saying, “His timing is not yours.” Have we read that before? Right. 

Remember in Isaiah: “His ways, His thought are not your ways and your thoughts.” Right. So, don’t forget, but verse 9, the point is:
2 Peter 3:9 [reads]
9 
The Lord is not slow about His what? promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to what? repentance. NASB
What’s the purpose of prophecy? Return to God or repentance. Here we have in 2 Peter 3 the day of the Lord being described. Right? And he’s saying God is not slow, but rather He’s waiting for what? He’s waiting for them to return to God. He’s waiting for repentance. He says in verse 10:
2 Peter 3:10 [reads]
10 
But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed how? with intense heat, Does that sound like prophetic language to you? and the earth and its works will be burned up. NASB
I mean, it’s like we slipped right back into the Old Testament prophets. He’s saying the same thing. But look what he says since then. Here’s the application. Verse 11:
2 Peter 3:11 [reads]
11 
Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, NASB
Here’s the question: All right. So, God has made this prophecy. And, yes, the world is mocking it. They forgot that He keeps His promises, very, very clearly in history. Creation by His Word. The flood by His Word. The future day of judgment by His Word. But, He’s holding back. What’s He waiting for? For us to return to God. 
So, here’s the application. So, then what should we be doing? Believers, followers of Jesus Christ, people of God. What should we be doing?
Here’s what I see. I see us circling the wagons. I see us circling the wagons and trying to just stay clean. We’re going into our little cliques. We’re going into our little circles and we’re turning our back to the world and we’re doing this. [He has run to the back of the stage and with his back to the audience is huddling like he’s in a group. His arms are out like they’re around someone’s shoulders.] And every now and then we’ll yell at the world, “Hey! You’re sinners!” But we’ll go back to our lives. Right? It’s like we want to go into caves and just wait for God to return. We’re not like that woman in Ukraine in her humble means, comes out. What is she looking for? The return of God. She, and Frank said on her little weathered-up face, she was full of joy. Full of anticipation and expectation.

Peter says, “What, how then shall we live?” Basically is the question. How then shall we live? He says we ought to be holy. Look at verse 11:

2 Peter 3:11 [reads]
11 
Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, NASB
What will that do? Is he just saying behave? Just behave. Or is he saying something much bigger? This is amazing.

2 Peter 3:11-12 [reads]
11 
Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, 

12 
looking for and what? hastening the coming of what? the day of God, on account of which the heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the elements will melt with intense heat! NASB
Oh my goodness! That’s not, that’s not just being ready. ‘Cause there’s some fixed point in time where we’re just kind of holding out, we just, you know, the message of prophecy is just hold on. It’s going to get better. That’s not the message of prophecy. That’s not just, it’s already set and determined so just hold on. Let’s just wait and see what happens. We know it’s going to happen so let’s, kind of like that. [he’s grimacing like it’s hard, with his hands clenched into fists] It’s not like a plane ride where you just get on, just kind of lock in and just wait till we land. It’s rather a God who says, “Listen, My purpose is for My people to come to Me. I’m wanting them to repent. I’m drawing them to Myself and I’m calling them to Myself and to repent to Me. I’m doing things like rending the heavens. I’m doing things, amazing things, throughout this world. I’ve made My promises. I’ve kept My promises and I’m calling My people to come back to Me.”
He calls us, His followers, to live holy and godly lives. Looking for, but not just looking for, but what else? Hastening. Literally, speeding it’s coming. I don’t want to sound weird but, I wonder sometimes if God is waiting on us. Now, I know He’s God. I know there’s nothing that manipulates Him and changes His ways and His wills. He’s not a manipulable God. Right? There’s nothing we can do to change His mind, in a sense. He is the holy Creator. But there’s something in His design that He has stooped down to us like children and He’s talking our language so that we can understand Him and He’s saying, “My dear one, the world will go to hell without My Son Jesus in their life. They will go to hell. Now, I’m calling you to take the Word and to go out and to draw them back to Me. I’m calling you to live lives that are different than the world. Holy in your conduct. Holy in your godliness. So that the world looks at it and says, ‘I want some of that!’ ” Right? Instead of what we’re doing.

We’re circling the wagons and when we decide to come out of our little protected circle we come out with fingers pointing at the world. Doing boycotts, right? Shaking our fist at the world. Suing one another. Suing the world. 

Jesus says: “I want you to come out. I want you to love your enemies. Right? I want you to loose your life for My sake. When you’re persecuted, I want you to bless.”
Matt 5:44

44 
"But I say to you, love your enemies, and pray for those who persecute you NASB

For without Jesus, it’s very simple, for without Jesus people go to hell. And so He’s called us, to spread His Word. He’s called us, in a sense, to be like Isaiah in 64. To cry out, “Oh, Lord, would You come down? Would You rend the heavens? For we are unclean people. We’re desperate. We’re deep in our sins. Would You come and save us?”

He is calling us, His followers, to take this Word, you have now studied it. You are now equipped, right? You’re now accountable. You’re now ready to take this Word to a world that needs to hear Jesus Christ. And to live your life in such a radical manner that the world knows there’s something, there’s something different about this person. “And I want it.” That’s what He is calling us to do. That is why we study the Word. That is why we spend hours and energy. It is not so that we can have these great Bibles and these wonderful charts and we have all of our theology laid out. We study the Word that it may transform us. Rebuking and correcting and equipping us for the work that He has called and has set up for us to do.

My dear brothers and sisters, would you run in the path of His commands. With the Word He has now equipped you, for the world needs it. The world desperately needs the gospel of Jesus Christ. Let’s pray together.

Father, we thank You for Your Word. We thank you for, um, the Holy Spirit who is our resident teacher. And Holy Spirit, we ask that You would not let us drift away from this dock, this sure foundation of truth that we’ve been tied to for the past nine weeks of Isaiah. 
Lord, instead, would You hold us close that we might understand what You are calling us specifically to do with these truths. 
Lord, put us in the paths of people who are in darkness. And bring that light that You tell us is going to, that comes in and through Jesus and through Your Word. 
Lord, would You bring light to darkness? That You might be considered holy, that the world may respond to You and that they may return to You. For You are their Creator and You are their Redeemer. 

This we ask with anticipation and expectation. In the name of our Redeemer, the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
