God’s Commands Against IDOLATRY 
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Exodus 20:1-7
1
Then God spoke all these words, saying, 
2“I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 


3
“You shall have no other gods before Me. 


4
“You shall not make for yourself an idol, or any likeness of what is in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the water under the earth. 


5
“You shall not worship them or serve them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children, on the third and the fourth generations of those who hate Me, 6 but showing lovingkindness to thousands, to those who love Me and keep My commandments. 


7
“You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not leave him unpunished who takes His name in vain. 

Taking the Lord’s name in vain: To the protagonists of Hebrew ethical monotheism the worst sins of God’s people were idolatry and idolatrous syncretism, that is, combining the worship of Yahweh with elements of paganism. This almost always included ritual sexual activity of one type or another. Israel’s greatest sin was syncretism more than the outright rejection of Yahweh. The nation worshiped other gods alongside of its worship of the true God. This syncretism included both the making of images of these gods, making images to represent Yahweh symbolically, and falling down in worship before them.

IDOLATRY: Professing to be wise, they became fools. They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, worshiping and serving the creature rather than the Creator         Romans 1
                          …no immoral or impure person or covetous man, who is an idolater, has an inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God.                                                 Ephesians 5:5

Punishment of Idolatry

Death Penalty for Gentile who seduced, led a Jew into idolatry (Deut 13:6-16) 
                AND for the Jew who worshiped any other god (Deut 17:1-7) but YHWH.
  It is not just that idolatry was one vice among many of which the heathen were guilty; rather, idolatry is a defining feature of the heathen, whose way of life is characterized inevitably by this sin.

What is the Attraction of Idolatry?

Many have wondered why the Israelites were so easily led away from the true God, into the worship of idols. (1) Visible, outward signs, with shows, pageants, parades, have an attraction to the natural heart, which often fails to perceive the unseen spiritual realities. (2) But the greatest attraction seems to have been in licentious revelries and obscene orgies with which the worship of the Oriental idols was observed. This worship, appealing to every sensual passion, joined with the attractions of wealth and fashion and luxury, naturally was a great temptation to a simple, restrained, agricultural people, whose worship and laws demanded the greatest purity of heart and of life.

IDOLATRY:  Anything that helps us avoid the tension and demand of a personal encounter with Almighty God                                                                    (Word Biblical Commentary)
                                                                      …Can include things like fame, reputation, hobbies, pride, and deeds done in the name of the Lord                (Nelson’s New Illustrated Bible Dictionary)

                                                          Expecting benefits from people or possessions which only God can give
Mankind is prone to political idolatry.                                                                                                                                                                                     (Samuel Adams)
Whatever you can’t give up for God                      Wherever you get your identity apart from God







          (unknown)        

How to OPPOSE Idolatry

RIDICULE it: Human Origin, Lifeless, Powerless, Perishable, Deceptive (disappointment, shame for those who trust in them)  (Ps 115:4-8, 135:15-18;1Ki18:27; Is 44:9-20, 57:13; Hos 8:4-6;Hab 2:18-19; Jer10:3-5;14:22; I Cor 12:2)

ABHOR it, TURN from it, DESTORY it: (Deut 7:25-26; Ac 14:15, Rom1:18-32; 1 Tim 6:10)

…you turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God, and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, that is Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath to come.                                                                                                                                                                                      1Thessalonians 1:9-10    
Different Prophets Fought Different Types of Idolatry

Pre-Exilic Prophets

Hosea: denounced the stubborn spiritual and physical harlotry of Israel (2:16-17;8:4-6;13:2)
Amos: spoke out against the Canaanite high places 

Isaiah grieved over the idolatry of Israel

Zephaniah: warned against the worship of astral deities, Milcom, pagan superstitions (1:2-9)

Habakkuk: pronounced woes upon those who would worship a god made with their own hands (2:18-19)

Jeremiah fought a variety of apostasies most vehemently (10, 11, 14) just before God exiled, and destroyed Jerusalem & the Temple.
Ezekiel fiercely denounced the sacrifice of children to the gods (16:20-21)
Post Exilic Prophets

Ezra, Nehemiah, Malachi strongly opposed any marriages of Jews with pagans. Those who had already done so had to put away their pagan wives.
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