Jeremiah, Pt 1

Lesson 9

Good Shepherds vs. Bad Shepherds

David Arthur

Introduction. What comes to your minds when I read these names to you? _______________________________ (list of names of evil leaders.) What kind of feelings come to mind when you hear this list? If I add to this list: Adolph Hitler, Joseph Stalin, Benito Mussolini? You could categorize this entire list as a list of what kind of leaders? Evil, bad leaders. Some of these guys are still alive today. We have in chapters 22, 23, and 24 the closing of Jeremiah Part 1 and it ends with a focus on the leadership. We see the kings in chapter 22 Jehoahaz, Jehoiakim, Jekoniah or Jehoichin, he’s got a couple of different names—Coniah actually in the NASB. We also have Zedekiah listed in our text for today. And then in between the list of kings there’s an address directly towards the prophets and towards those who claim themselves to be shepherds and leaders of Israel. Thinking biblically this is a problem that we have throughout the Scriptures—a problem of leadership. If you think about the Bible going from the very beginning all the way through, there’s this underlying question – this underlying desire—we need a good leader. Because when a bad leader is in place, the people follow and consequences come with following that bad leadership. For instance, with Moses we need a leader that would not fail. We needed a leader that would speak to the rock and not strike it. We need a leader in Joshua who would complete the task—who would drive out completely those whom God had told him to drive out. With Aaron we needed a leader who doesn’t give in to the desires of the people. With Eli we needed a leader who would not put himself and his sons over the righteousness of God. In the whole book of Judges, we needed a leader that simply didn’t die. Right? You remember the pattern. They cried out, they went into evil—God brought judgment. They cried out for help. God sent a judge and restoration and rescue came. But then when the leader died, it was back to ground zero. We needed a leader that didn’t die. We needed a leader in the Book of Judges that didn’t let power go to their head. Gideon—Gideon of all people, power rose up in his head and he became something he should not have become. Samson, his strength became a weakness in his life. All the prophets, we needed prophets who would tell the truth. We needed prophets who would speak the Word of God and not give in to political pressures—not tell the other rulers or the people of God what they wanted to hear, but what God was saying. We needed good leaders in the prophets. And in the Book of Kings we needed leaders who didn’t just do what was right in their own eyes. We needed kings who would do what was right in God’s eyes and those who did, we needed them not to die for when they died it seemed the people would go back to their evil. Leadership makes a big difference, doesn’t it? Let me read you a quote and see if you can identify who this is. This is from a very famous leader in history. “As a Christian I have no duty to allow myself to be cheated, but I have the duty to be a fighter for truth and justice.” There are some good things in there. Do you know who said that? Adolph Hitler, a man who single-handedly took a nation to destroy the people of God. He took a nation and developed a whole structure and slaughtered six million Jews. One man took an entire nation down the wrong path of destruction. Leadership is absolutely important.
Jeremiah 22 kings. Well let’s look at our text today. Let’s go to Jeremiah 22 and let’s start by looking at these kings. First of all, we notice that the word of the Lord is mobile—that God is using Jeremiah to take the Word to specific locations. So far we’ve seen him in the streets of Jerusalem; we’ve seen him in the very temple of God, now we see him in essence in the throne room of the kings. In Jeremiah 22 we have this very gracious offer. The “if/thens” we want to look for, remember? 
· So let’s start with verse 1.  Thus says the Lord, “Go down to the house of the king of Judah, and there speak this word 2 and say, ‘Hear the word of the Lord, O king of Judah, who sits on David’s throne, you and your servants and your people who enter these gates. 3 ‘Thus says the Lord, (here’s the message) “Do justice and righteousness, (do justice and righteousness—we’ve heard this several times now) “Do justice and righteousness, and deliver the one who has been robbed from the power of his oppressor. Also do not mistreat or do violence to the stranger, the orphan, or the widow; and do not shed innocent blood in this place. As I break down verse 3 it looks like the basic command is to do justice and righteousness and then everything after that in verse 3 supports those two things. In other words, if you’re doing justice you’re taking care of those who had been robbed by the oppressor. If you are doing righteousness you are not shedding innocent blood in this place. So the basic command, the basic message from God through the prophet Jeremiah to the kings, to the rulers, the leadership of His people, is do justice and righteousness. 
· God said. Verses 4 and 5 are the “ifs” and you want to mark those. 4 “For if you men will indeed perform this thing, then kings will enter the gates of this house, sitting in David’s place on his throne, riding in chariots and on horses, even the king himself and his servants and his people. Verse 4 is if you follow God’s ways then David’s throne will filled and it will be good days—good days. This is the way if God provides good leadership and they have godly leadership that are about doing justice and righteousness, He said, then things will work out. But verse 5 if you want to flip it, 5 “But if you will not obey these words, (and look at this next phrase) I swear by Myself,” (now I’m not overly confident of this, but so far in my studies it seems that when God brings a prophecy and He uses Himself as collateral—He puts up His character—He puts up His name against it—that that is not one of those prophecies that can be changed. That seems to be what we call in theology an “internal decree”—it’s a non-changeable statement.) So God says, “...if you will not obey these words, I swear by Myself,” declares the Lord, “that this house will become a desolation.” ’ ”. 7 “For I will set apart destroyers against you, Each with his weapons; And they will cut down your choicest cedars And throw them on the fire. 8 “Many nations will pass by this city; and they will say to one another, ‘Why has the Lord done thus to this great city?’ 9 “Then they will answer, (And here’s the reason—we’ve seen it before.) 9 ‘Because they forsook the covenant of the Lord their God and bowed down to other gods and served them.’ ” The message then, “We need a good leader.” We need a leader who is about the actions of doing two things: (1) Justice and what was the second one? (2)Acts of Righteousness. That’s my symbol (abbreviation) for righteousness. So that’s what we’re looking for. We’re looking for a leader that is doing justice and righteousness.  So what do we find? 
· Jehoahaz. In verses 10-12 he goes after the king and his name is Shallum or he’s also called Jehoahaz. And in Jehoahaz, in his message to him, is what’s going to happen. Verse 11, “He will never return there; 12 but in the place where they led him captive, there he will die and not see this land again.” Okay, so the first king, how’s it going to work for him? Not good. Right? He’s not going to return. 
· Jehoiakim. The second king, Jehoiakim, which seems to be addressed there in the next paragraph, what’s going to happen to him? Verse 19. How’s he going to end up his days? Look at verse 19. 19 “He will be buried with a donkey’s burial, (What’s that look like?) Dragged off and thrown out beyond the gates of Jerusalem. If you had a dead donkey you didn’t have to do a nice little burial thing. You didn’t have to take him down to the vet and have him taken care of. If you had a dead donkey, you went out to the dump of the city and you tossed his rotting carcass out into the field. That’s how Jehoiakim’s end is going to be. He is going to end up like a donkey in his burial. 

· Jehoiachin. And then look at verses 24-30. This king, Jehoiachin, what’s he going to be like? Well look at verse 26, 26 “I will hurl you and (who?) your mother (now we’ve read about her—Nehushta—now remember we’ve read about her earlier. This is the king that only reigned for three months.) 26 “I will hurl you and your mother who bore you into another country where you were not born, and there you will die. 27 “But as for the land to which they desire to return, they will not return to it. And then he describes him in verse 28. Look how he describes him. 28 “Is this man Coniah a despised, shattered jar? That’s an image we know very well. Or is he an undesirable vessel? Why have he and his descendants been hurled out And cast into a land that they had not known? 29 “O land, land, land, Hear the word of the Lord! So far we’ve got Shallum, Jehoiakim and Jehoiachim and none of them—none of them—fit the idea of doing justice and righteousness. Not one of those kings falls into that category of doing justice and righteousness. 

Shepherds. Let’s go now to Chapter 23. He goes to another set of leadership. This time it is the shepherds whom we find out to be prophets and to the prophets he compares these guys as bad shepherds. You know what a shepherd’s job was to do, right? Basic job was to take care of the sheep, right? And not only was he supposed to take care of them, what was it to involve? Okay, you need to guard them because there are wolves and other things. Themselves too—they are stupid—they’ll walk off cliffs. You have to guard them—you have to protect them. You also have to feed them. And then if you remember a shepherd, his job is not just go out into a field –yes there are some sheep out there—he’s one that knows each one of his sheep—and every time he goes from one pasture to another what’s he doing? There’s that one, that one, that one—sometimes he may be counting them—good shepherds probably had little names for them. There goes Baa Baa, Fluffy, there goes Whitey. You know, he goes through all the sheep—he goes through and he names them. And he has a way because he has to keep them together. Well, what is the role, what’s happening here with these shepherds? We find out that they are destroying and scattering the sheep. Now how are they doing this? Obviously they are not sheep. Obviously they are not shepherds with sticks. This is a metaphor that he is describing. How are they actually misleading and destroying and scattering them? I want to pick up in chapter 23:16. 16 Thus says the Lord of hosts, “Do not listen to the words of the prophets who are prophesying to you. They are leading you into futility; They speak a vision of their (what?) own imagination, Not from the mouth of the Lord. And here’s the message. 17 “They keep saying to those who despise Me, ‘The Lord has said, “You will have peace” ’; And as for everyone who walks in the stubbornness of his own heart, They say, ‘Calamity will not come upon you.’ First of all, what is the source of their message? What is the source of the false prophets? Exactly! It’s their own imagination. That tells us that they are not distributing whose word? God’s Word. They are coming up with things that are coming from their own mind—their own imagination. And the lie that is built in this message is: Even if you are rebellious to God and not listening, you will have (what?) peace. Peace. This is a heresy that has been going on for a very long time isn’t it? We call it many different things. But one of the ideas that we come up with in modern culture is we say, “Look, God is a God of love and a God of love would never, ever send His people to hell. There’s multiple paths to God. It doesn’t really matter what you do.” Gnosticism started in the second century and y’all it’s still alive. It’s still going strong. And Gnosticism basically said, “Look, it doesn’t really matter. What really matters is this higher level—this connection—you have with God.” It’s still alive. “God will forgive you of your sins. What really matters is that connection.” I’ve heard people tell me living in clear sin, “Look, it’s okay David” when I was their pastor. “It’s okay pastor. God and I have an understanding.” No! No! No! No! No! You’ve been misled. No! No! That’s what the false prophets were saying. Listen, their source is not God. Their source is themselves and their message is peace, peace, peace. Let me ask you a question. What kind of a reception does a prophet get when he says, “Hey, everything is going to be fine.” A pretty popular one, right? What about a pastor today that simply tells you, “All you need to do is just be really nice.” Listen a positive attitude will get you a long way, right? Pastor Happy—somebody just said that. It’s a message that takes away the truth because it takes away the Source. You know, if your sermon has more to do with your self-esteem and less to do with doing justice and righteousness, you know your sermon is not from God’s Word. God didn’t come here just to make us feel better about ourselves. And regardless of what you heard and regardless of what you read, your best life is not happening here on earth. Hebrews tells us very clearly—they are pointing ahead—the whole Book of Hebrews—the better life is yet to come—the better life is yet to come. Now this life, Paul tells us, there are momentary light afflictions (2 Cor. 4:17). This is the guy who had stripes on his back from being beaten and beaten and beaten and beaten. But he says they are achieving for me an eternal weight of glory (2 Cor. 4:17). He would never say, “My best life is right here, y’all.” My best life is yet to come. These false prophets are not about doing justice and righteousness. They’re about giving their own message which is peace, peace, peace. 
Prophets’ source. Now let’s look and see at their source. Go with me to Jeremiah 23:21-22. God says about these prophets—they are giving this message. 21 “I did not send these prophets, But they ran. I did not speak to them, But they prophesied. So far we know something’s really bad because a prophet was not supposed to come up with his own message. A prophet was a messenger, right? He was simply to tell what God had said to His people. Remember we drew this diagram in one of our lessons about over here the prophet is simply pointing back to God’s Word or to His Covenants and reminding them—He’s a Covenantal lawyer. He’s saying, “Don’t you remember? Don’t you remember? Return to the ways of the Covenant—to His Laws.” So they are not supposed to make up their own. But He says, “These guys they are running around. They’ve got a great message. They’re prophesying, but I didn’t tell them what to say.” Now look how he contrasts that in verse 22. 22 “But if they had stood (where?) in My council (who’s council? God’s council), Then they would have announced (who’s words?) My words to My people, And would have turned them back from their evil way And from the evil of their deeds. 

How did they come up with this false message? Well, it’s definitely not from God’s council you see because God’s council described here is His Word. Now that could mean both His written Word as the Covenants. That could also mean His revelation that He gave directly to His prophets specifically for His people. But the contrast here is those who go with their own imagination versus those who go with God’s Word—God’s council.

Where did their false messages come from? How did they sell these false messages? Beginning in verse 25 we see the description of where these false messages actually come from or perhaps it could be the way they sold them to their people. Do you know what I mean? Let’s look at verse 25. 25 “I have heard what the prophets have said who prophesy falsely in My name, saying, ‘I had a dream, I had a dream!’ 26 “How long? Is there anything in the hearts of the prophets who prophesy falsehood, even these prophets of the deception of their own heart, (What a great description. Sometimes we want to say they are sometimes flat out evil and they have an agenda. Sometimes yes, but sometimes they work for a bigger evil entity and they are literally deceived in their own hearts) Now with their dreams... 27 who intend to make My people (what?) forget My name (that’s their purpose—and how do they do it?) by their dreams which they relate to one another, just as their fathers forgot My name because of Baal? 28 “The prophet who has a dream may relate his dream, but let him who has My word speak My word in truth. What does straw have in common with grain?” declares the Lord. 29 “Is not My word like fire?” declares the Lord, “and like a hammer which shatters a rock? His conclusion is: 30 “Therefore behold, I am against the prophets,” declares the Lord, “who steal My words from each other. You see the bad leadership the way they are scattering and the way they are destroying the sheep, which is the people of God, is through these messages that they make up or they have some kind of dreams. Now I don’t know--it might be demonic. There might be some of these dreams that Satan and his demons have conjured up and have visited them in their sleep and have given—I don’t know how that comes. The devil is—his favorite thing to do is to deceive. And to deceive is to put a wolf in sheep’s clothing—to make them think they are worshiping God when in reality they are praising the name of Satan or they are cursing the name of God. 
Well, how do I know David? How do I know if I’m getting a message from God or if I’m getting a message from the devil? How do I know if I’m not one of these prophets who is just passing along a false dream? Can I know? Oh yes. Look what He said. They’re the ones who stand in (where?) My council. For you and me brothers and sisters, that is the Word of God. If you feel like you’ve got a message from God that’s not in His Word, you need to go back to Him and talk because it’s not. God will never change His message. His Word is sure and amen. You know what? Sometimes there’s a temptation, there’s a temptation to want to compel people. I know this. One of my personality traits is “persuader/seller” so when I find myself not getting what I want to get, I try to persuade harder and I try to sell harder. And that can be a danger as a teacher. Maybe we can fall into the trap of saying, “You know, the Lord has told me to tell you this.” Now hear me clearly. I’m not saying the Lord doesn’t give messages for His people through His people. But if it’s a revelation that’s not or contrary to His Word, you’re not hearing from God. Either you’re making it up yourself at your own imagination, or you have a false message from the enemy himself. Oh heaven forbid that we become conduits for Satan—that we fall into the trap of becoming preachers for the enemy! We are preachers of the Gospel. We are preachers of the Word. So how do we keep ourselves from falling into that trap? How do we do that? We go back to His council. That’s why what you are doing as students of God’s Word is so very important because you are studying it for yourself! You know it’s true because you’ve dug it out. You’ve mined the treasure yourself! And you believe it—you trust it—because you’ve dug it out yourself! Instead of Pastor “so and so” or commentary “so and so” telling you that’s what it is, you’ve done the hard work. That’s what it means to stand in the council of God and to speak from that council and to speak from His Word. 

Chapter 24—A Bright Spot. In Chapter 24, we also have a description of bad leadership. I thought about how to try and illustrate this—if I could just find some bad figs—I changed my mind on that thank heavens. In chapter 24 he gives them another visual image—two baskets—one that has what kind of figs? Good figs and one that has bad figs. Interesting. There’s a surprise in this story—in this text. Look at verse 4. Here’s a surprise—verses 4-7. 4 Then the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 5 “Thus says the Lord God of Israel, ‘Like these good figs, so I will regard as good the captives of Judah, whom I have sent out of this place into the land of the Chaldeans. (Or the Babylonians—Okay? So where are the good figs going? Babylon—they’re not staying in the land. They are not in the Promised Land. They’re not in their great big houses and everything is fine and hunky dory, right? Because of the sins of the whole nation these good figs are going to be ripped up out of their land and they are going to be planted in a foreign land—in the land of the Chaldeans, but look what’s going to happen.) I love it. Verse 6. He says, 6 ‘For I will set My eyes on them for good, (Now remember I told you there’s not a lot of bright spots in Jeremiah so when you find one you want to camp there. This is a bright spot!) 6 ‘For I will set My eyes on them for good, and I will bring them again to this land; (There’s a return from exile described there. Look at the verbs. See if they sound familiar.) and I will build them up and not overthrow them, and I will plant them and not (what?) pluck them up. (Does that sound familiar? Does that sound much like the calling we saw in Chapter 1? That we’ve seen these verbs and those descriptions throughout? There’s a surprise then. Those who are going to go away are actually going to be returned back because they are good figs not bad figs.) And look at how He’s going to do this in verse 7. I love this. This is how He’s going to bring them back. Y’all this is the curtain being pulled back here on this scene. This is not a group of people who simply had great discipline who simply said, “I can endure this. I will do well. I will try hard. I will try hard and tomorrow I will try even harder.” That’s not. The secret is pulled back in verse 7. In other words, how are the good figs going to be good? How are the good figs going to come from the land of the Chaldea—from the land of Babylon? How are they not going to want to set up camp and stay there but are willing to come back in the return from exile? What is the secret? What is the power? What are the resources made available to these people? Well verse 7 tells us. 7 ‘I will give them a (what?) a heart (what kind of heart?) a heart to know Me, for I am the Lord; and they will be My people, and I will be their God. Don’t you love it? That’s the Covenants. That’s the summary of the Covenants. They will be My people, and I will be their God, (why?) for they will return to Me with (what?) with their whole heart. Interesting. It doesn’t say “I will reshape their hearts.” It doesn’t say “I will start cleaning their hearts.” Alright? Chiseling away. I’m going to do (what?) I’m going to give them a heart. That’s foreshadowing. And we’re going to find out in Jeremiah Part 2 how that’s going to work and I won’t spoil the discovery for you, but it’s got to do with the heart. That’s going to be the key—that’s going to be the secret—for those who are going to be “good” figs—for those who are going to return from exile—for those who are going to see the Kingdom—for what He has. So we have here a surprise in the good figs and the bad figs. And we know how it’s going to happen—verse 7—they’re going to be given a heart to look at Me. 

Justice and Righteousness. Now, let’s do this. So we know we need we need a leader, right? And what kind of leader are we looking for? One who does justice and righteousness—not one who talks about it, right?—not one who pretends, but one who is actually engaged in those two things—justice and righteousness. Let’s go back to the first chapter—22 and I jumped over one of the descriptions of the kings. Did you notice that in Jeremiah 22? It’s in verse 15 and 16, well back up to verse 13 though (Jeremiah 22:13-16). And here he’s talking to Jehoiakim and in Jehoiakim’s description he is going to compare him to another king. And this other king we find out to be his father who is Josiah. Remember Josiah? He’s the one who found God’s word in His house and brought revival to the land. Cleaned it off, read it, went into mourning and repentance. Look how He describes him. Go back up to verse 13 of chapter 22. 13 “Woe to him who builds his house without righteousness And his upper rooms without justice, (the two key words we’re looking for, right?) 13 “Woe to him who builds his house without righteousness And his upper rooms without justice, (What does that look like? I think He describes it here.) Who uses his neighbor’s services without pay And does not give him his wages, (How can we describe those actions? Those are what kind of justice? Injustice, right? The opposite of justice. It’s because of my position, because of my power, I’m going to take from those who don’t have much and I’m going to have them bless me and work for me but I’m not going to pay them their wages. Right? This is oppression. This is injustice. And He says, “How should this person feel about himself?” W–O–E. Woe. “Woe to him who builds up his empire, his kingdom, his house, his place with acts of injustice by oppressing those and not paying for those services.”) Then look what He says in verse 14. Woe to him 14 Who says, ‘I will build myself a roomy house With spacious upper rooms, And cut out its windows, Paneling it with cedar and painting it bright red.’ (Ick—must have been a hip thing back then—bright red paneling. It must have been the 70’s.) 15 “Do you become a king because you are competing in cedar? (Do you think because of the surroundings that you place yourself in that that actually makes you “kingly?” Because you’ve got this great palace that you’ve built for yourself with these huge upper rooms and all this is described as extravagant and lavish accommodations—Do you think that just because you surround yourself with red paneling that you now are a king?) Look what He says, Did not your father eat and drink And do justice and righteousness? (That’s what we’re looking for.) Did not your father (Josiah) eat and drink And do justice and righteousness? (And how did it work for him?) Then it was well with him. Now look at verse 16. Here’s an explanation of why it went well. 16 “He (Josiah) pled the cause of the afflicted and needy; Then it was well. (Now I LOVE this question.) Is not that what it means to know Me?” Declares the Lord. (Whistles) What does it mean to really know God as a leader? Well, I’ve got His Bible. I’ve got His stuff carved into my courtrooms. I’ve His stuff on my dollar bills. I’ve got His pictures. I’ve got His quotes. I use some of His language in my speeches. Uh uh. (no) He says it’s pleading the cause of the afflicted and needy. Keep your hand there and go with me back to Chapter 9 and you’ll want to write this cross-reference down between these two—between 22:16 and 9:23-24. You remember this. Chapter 9, verse 23, 23 Thus says the Lord, “Let not a wise man boast of his wisdom, and let not the mighty man boast of his might, let not a rich man boast of his riches; 24 but let him who boasts boast of this, that he understands and knows Me, that I am the Lord who exercises lovingkindness, (and then two other things) justice and righteousness on earth; (why?) for I delight in these things,” declares the Lord. This is what makes a smile come across our heavenly Father’s face—doing and exercising acts of lovingkindness, justice and righteousness. Boasts, that he understands and (what?) knows Me. That’s what we are to be about! I know God! Really? Tell me about it. What do you know about God? Well, (stumbling) He makes me feel better and when I go to bed at night I say prayers and I wake up healthy and okay, you know? When I make that long, 18 foot putt I say a little prayer to God and He helps that little ball get in that little hole over there. Seriously? No, no, no. Or, I go to church, or I pay my tithe, or I do this, or I’m nice to people, or I don’t cheat on my wife, or I don’t beat my kids, or I pay my taxes. No, no, no. It’s about those who KNOW God are engaged in what delights God. What HE delights in and specifically—specifically—exercising acts of justice and righteousness. He says (22:16) Josiah, is that not what it means to know Me? 16 “He pled the cause of the afflicted and needy. We can’t get around this can we? He’s not just paying his taxes so that the afflicted and the needy are taken care of. It’s part of his agenda. He’s pleading a cause. He wakes up thinking about it. He organizes his day around taking care of pleading the cause of the afflicted and the needy. He doesn’t have his arms crossed saying, “Well the government will take care of them. We’ve got a welfare program. They’ll take care of it.” No, his agenda is about taking care of the afflicted and the needy. Why? Because he knows God. Why does he know God? Because God says I delight in those who exercise justice and righteousness. What about today? Does that still apply to us today? Is that somehow, you know, that’s an Old Testament thing because they were a theophany and a theocracy and Israel and its uniqueness? No. Today does my salvation, does my position with God have anything to do with me exercising justice and kindness? Yes, let’s go to 1 John 3—remember we’ve talked about 1 John 3 in the past. The whole purpose, we’re told in this book, the whole purpose is found in 1 John 5:13 in which he says, 13 These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, (so who is he writing to? Believers. Why is he writing?) so that (“so that” always tells you “why.”) so that you may know that you have eternal life. That is the purpose of 1 John. So all you have to do is read 1 John now with that purpose in mind and every time you see the word “know” what do I know? And it’s all over the book—and he tells you—these are the things you can go look at and “know” if you have eternal life. Not to become believers—no—no—no—it’s not the way—that was in the Gospel of John—the purpose of the Gospel of John tells you how to become a believer. 1 John tells you how to know if you are a believer. Well, look at 1 John 3:17. 17 But whoever has the world’s goods, and sees his brother in need and closes his heart against him, how does the love of God abide in him? The implied answer is: It doesn’t. It’s not there. 18 Little children, let us not love with word or with tongue, but (how?) in deed and truth. The idea here then is how do you know you are a believer? Well you can go through the list he gives you in 1 John but guess which is one of those lists? One of the items on the list is what am I doing about those brothers who are in desperate need around me? And if your heart is closed against them—if your heart is calloused against them—and you say, “That’s their problem. That’s their scenario leave me alone. I just want to make sure my 401K is fully funded this year.” Then you might want to check because you might not be a believer. John says, How then could the love of God live (dwell, abide, remain) within you? Because my love delights in (what?) according to Jeremiah? My love delights in justice and lovingkindness and acts of righteousness—that’s what I’m about. So if I’m indwelling you then that love should come out, right? We should be funnels for God’s love—not reservoirs—not holding it in for ourselves but we should be distributing God’s love. That’s one of the ways you know. 

Real Faith. There’s another one in James. Go with me to James 2:14-17. One of the things he’s doing in the Book of James—his agenda is to show you what real faith looks like—real faith—not blah, blah, blah faith but actual, regenerate, “I’m saved by the grace of God faith,” “I’ve gone from a dead man to a live man faith,” “I’m no longer in the kingdom of darkness-I’m in the kingdom of light faith.” What does real faith look like? How do I know it? Can I see it? Look at verse 14. 14 What use is it, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but he has no works? Can that faith (what faith? The faith that has the talk but doesn’t have the walk, right? The one that blah, blah, blah but doesn’t have anything to back it.) Can that faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food, 16 and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and be filled,” and yet you do not give them what is necessary for their body, what use is that? 17 Even so faith, if it has no works, is (what?) is dead, being by itself. Now isn’t it interesting, verse 14 describes a dead faith and verse 17 describes a dead faith so what are verses 15 and 16 doing? They are illustrating. James is getting very specific, isn’t he, with his application? I’m talking about a dead faith. I’m talking about a faith that talks but has no walk—that has all the right answers—has their bible all marked up—has the key words all identified—can make the charts—their At a Glance charts are completely filled out—I’m being a little silly now but I’m saying there is the one (I’m all for filling out At a Glance charts and key words, okay? Please keep doing that! LOL it’s the way you stay in His council.) Those who have just the right information but when they come across a brother or sister in need and all they can give them is talk but not actual justice, not actual mercy, James says it’s a dead faith. You’re fooling yourself! You’re absolutely fooling yourself. I took two of my daughters to Egypt last year. We went into the garbage city of Egypt and I sat there with a whole entire family that lived in a room that was about 5’x8’. No bathroom, no running water—dirt poor—and just giving them gifts. I was the one blessed—not them. I gave them shirts and clothes and shoes and things—my heart was just overflowing with gratitude because of that. Jesus is right—it’s more blessed to give than to receive (Acts 20:35). How do we know we have a real faith? James would tell us and John would tell us: Are you about doing acts of justice and acts of mercy? 
The Coming King. So we need a king—we need a king like Josiah don’t we? That’s what Josiah was like. If Josiah just didn’t (what?) die—if he just didn’t die. We need a king. Does the text give us any kind of indication of a king that is coming that won’t die? Oh yes he does! Go back to Jeremiah. Let’s look at Jeremiah 23:5-7 and it’s a little bright spot beginning in verse 5 and it only lasts 2 verses, but it’s a great bright spot. 5 “Behold, the days are coming,” (there’s a time phrase—a future event so you want to put your clock out next to it and you want to put your squiggly under the phrase so it stands out. You know He is now prophesying about something in the future.) 5 “Behold, the days are coming,” declares the Lord, “When I will raise up for David a righteous (what?) a righteous Branch; And He (the Branch) will reign as king and act (what?) wisely (Do you feel the contrast? What we’ve been reading about in Jeremiah 22-24, we’ve been reading about these kings and are they reigning and acting wisely? No! Absolutely not! Instead we’ve got these kings who are blowing it left and right. The one glimmer of a king that was doing good is now dead. But verse 5 says I’m going to put one in David’s throne. He’ll reign as king and act wisely.) What’s he going to do? There it is! And do justice and righteousness in the land. 6 “In His days Judah will be saved, And (look who he includes—big sister Israel up north) and Israel will dwell securely; And this is His name by which He will be called, (here’s His name) ‘The Lord our righteousness.’ Who is this righteous Branch? Who is this One who will sit on the throne of David and will reign and act wisely? Who is this One who will bring together Judah and Israel back into one nation? Who is this One who will sit on the throne and He’s about exercising delighting in what God delights in? He’s about exercising justice and righteousness. Who is He? It’s your Sunday school answer! It’s Jesus! Isaiah 11 tells us the same thing. Isaiah 11 takes us through and tells us what the Messiah will be like and the descriptions and they match up perfectly! We need a Shepherd! We need a King! We need One who stands in the council of God’s Word and doesn’t die and doesn’t fail and doesn’t compromise! We need Jesus! Do you see how the text is— I love it—how the Old Testament is just packed like it’s about to pop with the message of the Gospel!  So as you are reading through it now, because we are Christians we know the answer—we’re on THIS side of it—we know it’s the Messiah Jesus that is coming! Write down 2 Samuel 7 and you want to go through and look at the dialog between God and David. And the basic story is this: David said, “Look, I’m living in this great house. You’re still in the tabernacle. You’re still in a mobile home. I need to build you a house. I want to build you a house—a great big glorious house.” God flips it on him. Literally flips it on him and says, “No, I’m going to build you a house but it’s not one of these houses.” He begins to describe the Davidic Covenant—the promise that He makes with David. And He says, “I’m going to put someone after you on your throne.” He begins to describe and I love it. There are things that try to take it down like death. “When your days are complete,” He says, “I’ll still fill it. Death cannot destroy it. And then when he sins—when he commits iniquity—I will be a Father to him.” Sin cannot annul it. God will bring judgment and discipline and He will, with a rod, bring this throne back. Even sin can’t annul it. And then He said, “And this throne will be established forever.” Time cannot exhaust it. This covenant is absolutely beautiful! And we hear in Jeremiah a reminder of that covenant. Who will sit on that throne? Who will reign there? 

Go with me to Psalm 89. You know this Psalm. 1I will sing of the lovingkindness of the Lord forever; To all generations I will make known Your faithfulness with my mouth. 2 For I have said, “Lovingkindness will be built up forever; In the heavens You will establish Your faithfulness.” 3 “I have made a covenant with My chosen; I have sworn to David My servant, 4 I will establish your seed forever And build up your throne to all generations.” And the whole Psalm is about this. About David and the covenant that’s done with him, but look at verse 49 and the question asks, 49Where are Your former lovingkindnesses, O Lord, Which You swore to David in Your faithfulness? The question, here the people are writing back, Lord you made a promise, where are they? Where is the One who will sit on Your throne who won’t compromise, who won’t give up, who won’t fail, who won’t let the power go to His head and turn things for His own good? But One who will come and serve His people. One who will be a Shepherd who will protect and provide and watch over and not let them be scattered. A Shepherd that knows His sheep. A Shepherd who is willing to lay down His life! Who will be that shepherd? Jesus answers in John 10:11 11 I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep. There is the answer to our question! We need a leader—we need a leader who does justice and righteousness. We need a leader who doesn’t die. We need a leader who will be faithful and watch over His sheep. We didn’t know it was going to come through Jesus who was willing to lay His life down. We thought He would come in with a great army and a great victorious battle that He would come in and just wipe out the Romans—wipe out whoever stood in His way, but instead He came through a virgin. He came from Nazareth. He was born in a manger. And He allowed—He allowed—us to pin Him to a tree. For even though He knew no sin He became sin that we might become exercisers of justice and righteousness. May His name be praised!

Let’s pray together. Father we thank you for your Word. We thank you for Jesus. Lord help us to never lose sight of the power that comes from being united with Jesus Christ. For there is no other leader, there is no other way that can lead us to You heavenly Father but that only through the One who does Your will, who stands in Your council, who brings Your will to bear perfectly and completely and eternally, that is Your Son Jesus. In His name we pray. Amen.
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