Jeremiah, Pt 1

Lesson 1

Heed the Word of the Lord

Kay Arthur


Oh generation, HEED the Word of the Lord. God is contending with His people. God is calling them into court. His word to you; His word to me; His word to the nations is, “HEED the word of the Lord.”
I want you to turn in your Bibles to Jeremiah 2:31. What I want us to do is start at the end of the lesson.  We went through Jeremiah 2. We studied Jeremiah 1 and Jeremiah’s calling. We got to Jeremiah 2 and as I was studying and praying, this phrase hit my heart.  Jeremiah 2:31 

                                                      31 “O generation, heed the word of the Lord. 

He is not saying, “Listen to the word of the Lord.” But He is saying to do more than listen to the Word. It is time for us to hear and to heed, to pay attention to, to order our lives according to the Word of the Lord.  
If you look at Jeremiah 2:9  “Therefore I will yet contend with you,” declares the Lord, “And with your sons’ sons I will contend. 
When He says, “I will contend with you,” He has a gavel. “I am standing as a judge.”  When He uses the word “contend” He is using the word “rib” in the Hebrew. It is the same word He uses in Hosea 4 when He says “I have a case against you.” In the book of Jeremiah, God is calling for that generation to heed the word of the Lord because God is about to do something just like Habakkuk 1:5 warned them.
5 “Look among the nations! Observe! Be astonished! Wonder! Because I am doing something in your days— You would not believe if you were told. 
And what Habakkuk was told, Jeremiah was prophesying about.
Jeremiah 2:31  “O generation, heed the word of the Lord. Have I been a wilderness to Israel, or a land of thick darkness? Why do My people say, ‘We are free to roam; We will no longer come to You’? 
In other words, what has it been like in your relationship with Me? Heed the word of the Lord. Has being with Me been like walking in a wilderness or in a thick darkness where you can’t see and you don’t know what is going on?   

31….Why do My people say, ‘We are free to roam; We will no longer come to You’? 
How many people do you know like that, that are sitting in the pews, that are sitting beside you in church that are maybe holding positions of authority. They say, “Oh, it’s alright. O surely God doesn’t mean that. But you don’t understand; I’ve got to. You see, this is the situation.” What they do is they excuse their behavior because they refuse to heed the word of the Lord.

He goes on to say in Jeremiah 2:32 

32 “Can a virgin forget her ornaments, Or a bride her attire? Yet My people have forgotten Me Days without number. 

Let me ask you a question. Do you remember the dress that you wore?  Do you remember what you did on that day you were married even though it was long ago? I remember what I wore. I remember standing at the back of the church putting on my fingernail polish. ( I had been ironing my boys’ clothes so that they would be all set when I went on my honeymoon with Jack. I remember that.

32… Yet My people have forgotten Me days without number. 

That should not be. More and more and more in this nation, God is not being considered.  God is forgotten. He is pushed aside. He is pushed aside because of the way that we are living and because we have a generation and another generation and another generation that have not heeded the word of the Lord. 

Jeremiah 2:33-35 He is talking about them seeking love in all the wrong places (as we sing).

Jeremiah 2:33  “How well you prepare your way To seek love! Therefore even the wicked women You have taught your ways. 
You are seeking love, but what kind of love are you seeking?  You are seeking an illegitimate love. The wicked women are watching you and they are learning from you. That’s how bad it is.
34 “Also on your skirts is found The lifeblood of the innocent poor; You did not find them breaking in. But in spite of all these things, 35 Yet you said, ‘I am innocent; Surely His anger is turned away from me.’ Behold, I will enter into judgment with you Because you say, ‘I have not sinned.’ 

“There is nothing wrong.” If you look at our society today, if you turn on ET, if you pick up certain magazines, or if you listen to the news, or even if you listen to the talk show host - I hope you are horrified. I hope you are grieved and burdened at the things that we talk about and the things we accept and permit. We have gone so far from God. We have so forgotten Him that there is not sense of shame, there is not sense of guilt, there is no sense of hiding because there is no sense of right and wrong, and black and white, no sense of absolutes.  We have lost our fear of God.
Jeremiah 2:35  Yet you said, ‘I am innocent; Surely His anger is turned away from me.’ Behold, I will enter into judgment with you Because you say, ‘I have not sinned.’ 

“God is not going to judge me. God is a God of love.” As long as we would step into society and as long as we would proclaim that God is a God of love and all that God wants is for you to be happy. That’s all that He wants, young man. Just be happy. Just be happy. Be satisfied. 

If you and I would proclaim those things, and if we would not talk about righteousness and justice, and if we would not bring forth absolutes, if we would not say immorality and homosexuality are wrong; if we would not say you shouldn’t lie or you shouldn’t steal, if we wouldn’t say there is one way to heaven, we would be widely accepted. And they wouldn’t want us back (hiding) in our churches and houses with our mouths shut. But they throw open the doors and say, “Come and join us.” Why? Because this nation that was built on a respect, fear and trust of God – and you know that because God’s name is emblazed and engraved on monuments throughout Washington DC and when you walk through courts of justice or when you read the decrees of our early presidents, God is before us – that divine providence, that great and awesome God that even sinful Benjamin Franklin who lived the licentious lifestyle when he got to Paris – when he called the people when they were making the constitution, “How dare we seek to make a constitution that is going to govern so great a nation as we hope it will be without seeking divine providence.”  But we have forgotten God. We have forgotten Him days without number. Why? Because we have generation after generation that has ceased to heed the word of God.
Jeremiah 2:35-36  Yet you said, ‘I am innocent; Surely His anger is turned away from me.’ Behold, I will enter into judgment with you (why? Watch what He says.)Because you say, ‘I have not sinned.’  (I haven’t sinned. There is nothing wrong with what I am doing.) 36 “Why do you go around so much changing your way? Also, you will be put to shame by Egypt As you were put to shame by Assyria. 
What is He saying in verse 36? What you’ve trusted, who you’ve leaned on is not going to work. They are going to topple. You are going to topple with them.

Assyria and Egypt are going to topple. 

Jeremiah 2:37  “From this place also you will go out With your hands on your head; (Kay demonstrates) For the Lord has rejected those in whom you trust, And you will not prosper with them.”  
Why? You were called into court, and you did not heed. You did not obey the words of the Lord so you are going to go into captivity.

Why? For the Lord has rejected those in whom you trust, And you will not prosper with them.”  
You have leaned on Assyria. You have leaned on Egypt, and God has rejected them. When He rejects them, then you will not prosper with them.

What is He saying? He closes that second chapter (He is not finished, obviously) but we bring that second chapter to a close with this: You are headed for captivity. Why are you headed for captivity? Because God is God. He can call you into court. And His decisions will stand. He is in charge. God is in charge.
This is a people who God says walks after emptiness:

Jeremiah 2:5  Thus says the Lord, “What injustice did your fathers find in Me, that they went far from Me And walked after (what?) emptiness and (what did they become?) became empty?
The word there is the word for “vanity.” They walked after vanity. They walked after something that did not exist or profit, that was empty. That is where our society is today. 
You know what? You and I have the answer. You and I can reach out to this society. Because what is Jeremiah all about? Jeremiah is all about God choosing a man and saying to that man, “Come with me. Come with me. I have got a call on your life. I’ve got a job for you to do. And I want you to know, don’t say to me, ‘I am a youth.’  

God has this call on all of us. This is what I prayed that you would see.

When you look at this people, and they are walking after emptiness and are becoming empty, honestly, when you look at our society, doesn’t that describe our society? Doesn’t it describe where they are and what they are doing? But as God calls them in, and God contends with them, you have got to know that God has a plan. 
God does not want to do what He is about to do. God does not want His people in captivity. Do you know why? It is not only painful for them, but it is a reproach to Him because they bear His name. 

When you look at Jeremiah, you have to remember that the primary recipients of the book of Jeremiah , the ones that he is going to talk to except for specific instances and chapters  and segments is Israel, God’s chosen people, the first fruits of His harvest.

What is happening in chapter 1? God is calling them into court. God wants them to heed the word of the Lord. If they are going to heed the word of the Lord, then they’ve got to hear the word of the Lord and know what the word of the Lord is. So what does God have to do? He appoints a man.
Jeremiah 1 is what it is all about – God appoints a man to tell the people what He wants them to know and to heed. 

In the first 3 verses, we are given the setting of Jeremiah. We are getting a glimpse into the heart of God. Jeremiah 1:1  The words of Jeremiah the son of Hilkiah, of the priests who were in Anathoth in the land of Benjamin, 
In Joshua 21:13-18 – they talk about setting aside the city of Anathoth for the priests. Remember in Joshua they go into the land and conquer the land that God gave Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and his descendents forever as an everlasting possession. When they go into the land and conquer the land, they divide the land among the sons of Israel. Anathoth is a city in the land of Benjamin north of Jerusalem where some of the priests were to live.

Jeremiah 1:2  to whom the word of the Lord came in the days of Josiah the son of Amon, king of Judah, in the thirteenth year of his reign. 

And so He tells us when Jeremiah’s ministry starts. It starts in the 13th year of the reign of Josiah. You looked at that. You looked at that in 2 Chronicles 34. 

But I want to take you back to 2 Chronicles 33. I want to show you, I want you to see and understand what the culture of the nation was like when Josiah comes into power at 8 years of age. Before Josiah was king, his father was king. His father was Amon. Amon reigned 2 years. What was Amon like?

Look at 2 Chronicles 33:21-22  Amon was twenty-two years old when he became king, and he reigned two years in Jerusalem. 22 He did evil in the sight of the Lord as Manasseh his father had done, and Amon sacrificed to all the carved images which his father Manasseh had made, and he served them. 
What is he talking about? He is talking about idols. (You may have marked “idol” with a black “I.”)  They were serving idols. These idols had come from the time of Manasseh. 

2 Chronicles 33:23-24  Moreover, he did not humble himself before the Lord as his father Manasseh had done, but Amon multiplied guilt. Finally his servants conspired against him and put him to death in his own house. (So it is at 8 years of age that Josiah becomes king.)

He has wicked father, a father who has been murdered. And yet you know from doing your homework that Josiah is a man who is going to walk after the way of David. He is in the line of David but he isn’t anywhere close chronological to David. Yet God wants us to see that He has raised up a godly king.

At the age of 16 he begins to seek the Lord. At age 20 (12th year of reign) he begins to purge Jerusalem (of the high places.)

What happens in the 18th year of his reign (age 26)? The word of God is found in the house of God  – the Word of God that was lost to the people was found in the house of God during Josiah’s reforms. This is the setting. 

But I want to take us back. Here is Josiah. He is a godly king and remains a godly king until he is killed by Pharaoh Neco of Egypt. But when you look at him and you look at his background, this is what you see. You see a young man who has an ungodly father and an ungodly grandfather, that decides to serve the Lord. He will not be shaped by his past. He will not be shaped in a sense by his current genealogy. He will not be shaped by the wickedness of his grandfather, Manasseh, or by the wickedness of his father. But he will stand for the Lord.
I am saying all of this because I want you to get the setting. I want you to know that so many times what happens is that we give God an excuse. We say, “God, I’m the way that I am because of my family, because of the way that I was raised.” You don’t have to be that way. Josiah wasn’t that way. You don’t have to be shaped by your culture; you can be shaped by God. 

And so we go back one more to verse 9 where it talks about Manasseh, this wicked, wicked king. He reigned 55 years!!! 

2 Chronicles 33:9  Thus Manasseh misled Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem to do more evil than the nations whom the Lord destroyed before the sons of Israel. 

In other words, God sent Joshua into the land to destroy the people in the land because their cup of iniquity was full and running over. The time of their judgment had come because God is judge of all the earth. He sent Joshua in to get rid of those people. God said, “You keep yourselves separate, and you don’t intermarry. You don’t learn their ways because it will corrupt you. Drive them out of the land. ”  

But, of course, they didn’t do that. Israel learned their (pagan) ways; Israel took some of their gods. But what God is saying, is in the days of Manasseh – Manasseh was so evil, so absolutely evil – at that time he seduced those people so that they were worse than the inhabitants that lived in the land in the days of Joshua.

Sin is never satisfied. Sin’s appetite is never gratified. You take a little bit, you want more, you want more, you want more. Then you want something new; you want something in addition. 

This was the state of the people. But THEN – and I love this. And you don’t get it in Kings when you read that account but in verse 10:

2 Chronicles 33:10-11  The Lord spoke to Manasseh and his people, but they paid no attention. (They did not heed the Word of the Lord) 11 Therefore the Lord brought the commanders of the army of the king of Assyria against them, and they captured Manasseh with hooks, bound him with bronze chains and took him to Babylon. 

They captured Manasseh with hooks!! You put a hook in the jaw, you start drawing them, you put a hook in the flesh and you start pulling them, they are not going to lag behind, I guarantee you. They are going to stay right with you. So they put hooks in Manasseh.

Now watch:

2 Chronicles 33:11-12  Therefore the Lord brought the commanders of the army of the king of Assyria against them, and they captured Manasseh with hooks, bound him with bronze chains and took him to Babylon. 12 When he was in distress, he entreated the Lord his God and humbled himself greatly before the God of his fathers. 

God got a hold of this evil king who had been evil for 55 years. God brings him to the ground when He brings him into captivity!
2 Chronicles 33:13  When he prayed to Him, He was moved by his entreaty and heard his supplication, and brought him again to Jerusalem to his kingdom. Then Manasseh knew that the Lord was God. 

2 Chronicles 33:17  Nevertheless the people still sacrificed in the high places, although only to the Lord their God. 
What did they do? They had been taught this evil. They had this idolatry. They had their high places. Those people who had been taught to do evil, never made a clean break with evil. They never made a clean break with evil.  They compromised. It is called syncretism.  You put two things together to get what you want, and you miss purity, truth and the blessing of the Lord. 

Manasseh – 55 years of evil so that the people learned to do evil. (Kings tells you this.)
2 years under Amon – evil.

Josiah – 21 years old
Jeremiah – steps on the scene. 

So you have a godly king, and now you have a prophet called by God. This is what you see. You see God and the heart of God. You see God knows what is going to happen.

Jeremiah 1:3  It came also in the days of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, until the end of the eleventh year of Zedekiah the son of Josiah, king of Judah, until the exile (Kay puts her hands on top of her head) of Jerusalem in the fifth month. 

Does God know what His people are going to do? Does God know they are not going to heed the words of the Lord? Yes. But does God stop trying? Does God give up? Does God step back and fold His hands. Does God walk away? No. god does not walk away. God stays, and God pleads and God says, “Oh generations, heed the word of the Lord.” He raises up Jeremiah.

Jeremiah 1:4-5  Now the word of the Lord came to me saying, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, And before you were born I consecrated you; I have appointed you a prophet to the nations.” 

It is not priestly duties that you are going to be about. You are going to be My spokesman.

Jeremiah 1:6-7  Then I said, “Alas, Lord God! Behold, I do not know how to speak, Because I am a youth.”

7 But the Lord said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am a youth,’ Because everywhere I send you, you shall go, And all that I command you, you shall speak. 
So God has a plan. God is at work. As God called this ordinary man, who was a youth, who said he couldn’t speak, - as God called this ordinary man, I am absolutely convinced – look at me – I wish I could get in each of your faces – I wish I could come down and cup your face in my hands and say to you, “I am absolutely convinced, and I am, that God wants to use you. And it’s going to be costly. But you are His woman. You are His man. God has a plan.  
God wants to take us and send us forth to say, “Oh generation, heed the word of the Lord.”  God wants them to hear His word even though they may not listen. Remember what happened in the days of Isaiah?  What did God say? “You are going to go to them. They are not going to listen. They are going to have ears to hear, but they are not going to listen. They are going to have eyes to see, but they are not going to see.

Isaiah 6:9-10  He said, “Go, and tell this people: ‘Keep on listening, but do not perceive; Keep on looking, but do not understand.’10 “Render the hearts of this people insensitive, Their ears dull, And their eyes dim, Otherwise they might see with their eyes, Hear with their ears, Understand with their hearts, And return and be healed.” 
Isaiah says, “How long, Oh Lord?” 

And God says you GO because there is a seed in the stump; there is a remnant. You go until every city in this land is destroyed. You go until all the people are taken into captivity because there is a seed in the stump. And what he is saying is, “There is a remnant.” As you go, there will be some who will listen.

Jeremiah was appointed before he was born.

You saw it in Ephesians 1:4  just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. 

If you are a child of God, you are appointed, chosen by God. 

Ephesians 2:10  For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them. 

It was a different calling than what you would expect. And I want you to know, where I am and what I do is something that I never expected or dreamed would do.

Jeremiah was born to serve in the temple. Instead God makes him a prophet.

He is a man who is inadequate, who is a youth. He is a man who doesn’t know how to speak. But he is a man who is made adequate by God!!!!!

What does God say? I have called you. I have commissioned you.

Jeremiah 1:9-10  Then the Lord stretched out His hand and touched my mouth, and the Lord said to me, “Behold, I have put My words in your mouth. 10 “See, I have appointed you this day over the nations and over the kingdoms, To pluck up and to break down, To destroy and to overthrow, To build and to plant.” “Appointed” is used twice. It is used in verses 5 and 10. I have appointed you. I have a calling on your life.
It reminds me of Paul in 2 Corinthians when he is talking about proclaiming the gospel, being a minster of the new covenant:

2 Corinthians 2:16  to the one an aroma from death to death, to the other an aroma from life to life. 
And who is adequate for these things?  And the answer is no one.  But then he says:
2 Corinthians 3:5  Not that we are adequate in ourselves to consider anything as coming from ourselves, but our adequacy is from God, 
Precious ones, I believe that through this study, you are going to get a grasp on God; you are going to understand that you cannot live in sin and get away with it. And that God is the Redeemer and that He wants to redeem you. He doesn’t want you in captivity. You are going to get to know God. 
And you are also going to get to know Jeremiah in such a way because this prophet is going to bear his soul.  He is like Paul in 2 Corinthians (he does the same thing). He lets you know the fears within and the tribulations without.  You are going to see him grapple with God and cry and weep and suffer. Yet he has this promise from God.

Jeremiah 1:18-19  “Now behold, I have made you today as a fortified city and as a pillar of iron and as walls of bronze against the whole land, to the kings of Judah, to its princes, to its priests and to the people of the land 19 “They will fight against you, but they will not overcome you, for I am with you to deliver you,” declares the Lord. 

They will fight against you, but you will be like a fortified city.  
I am sending you as a prophet to your people and to the nations. 
So who is Jeremiah’s audience and what are they like. The focus is on Jerusalem. The people have done 3 things:
Jeremiah 1:16  “I will pronounce My judgments on them (He is calling them into court. He is contending with them and He is pronouncing His judgment, “Guilty.”) concerning all their wickedness, whereby they have forsaken Me and have offered sacrifices to other gods, and worshiped the works of their own hands. 

What are you guilty of:

1) forsaking God

2) offering sacrifices to other gods

3) worshipping the works of their own hands

Does that describe us? Does that describe our nation? Yes.

You go to Jeremiah 2:1-2: These were a people who were followed God and were protected by God. They followed Him through the wilderness.  Anyone that came after them were found guilty. God was their wall of protection. God was the one that took care of them.
Jeremiah 2:3  “Israel was holy to the Lord, The first of His harvest. All who ate of it became guilty; Evil came upon them,” declares the Lord.’ ” 

Charles Feinberg writes commentaries.(Jeremiah, A Commentary – Zondervan pg. 32) Feinberg points out that the firstfruits belong to the Lord. When the Firstfruits of your crop came in, you gave them to the Lord. If you ate them, you were guilty. And what God is saying is “Hey, you are My Firstfruits. “
To the Jew first and then the Gentile. Anyone that came against Israel was guilty. “I protected you.”
 Look at verses 2, 4 and 5. Then, they are a people who need to be challenged, to examine what is so wrong with God that they would walk after emptiness and become empty. Challenge people. Talk to people. Ask God to lead in the conversation. Ask people to share, “Where is God is all on this? What do you think about God?
If someone were to ask you to describe God, how would you describe God? What role does God play in your life? You might ask them, “Do you ever feel a sense of emptiness in your life?  Have you ever thought why you feel empty?” Get them to share what their lifestyle is like, what they are going after, what they are pursuing. You are going to find out that they are exhausted, that they are worn out. And then you ask them…. You are God’s spokesman. God put His words in your mouth because you have the whole counsel of God. 
Jeremiahs’ people didn’t have that. We have the Old Covenant and the New Covenant. Jeremiah is going to be the prophet that is going to tell us about the New Covenant.  But we’ve got it.
Ask them. Ask them if they have considered God. Ask them if they have considered putting God in the equation. Invite them to learn. Teach them. Take a 40 Minute Study. Anyone can use it. Use in one on one. Do the one on “Making Choices You Won’t Regret”.

This is a people who have forgotten God. (v. 6) They didn’t remember His goodness.
Jeremiah 2:8  “The priests did not say, ‘Where is the Lord?’ And those who handle the law (scribes)did not know Me; The rulers also transgressed against Me, And the prophets prophesied by Baal And walked after things that did not profit. 
The word for “rulers” is “shepherds.” A ruler is to be a shepherd. Our President, Obama, is to be a shepherd to us. Bush was to be a shepherd to us. One of things that Bush said on a recent interview  when he was going out of office, they asked him about his ratings and how he felt. And he said, “You know, the important thing is when all of this is over, and I stand and look in the mirror, what kind of a man do I see? Will I be able to live with myself? 
Jeremiah 2:8  “The priests did not say, ‘Where is the Lord?’ And those who handle the law did not know Me; The rulers also transgressed against Me, And the prophets prophesied by Baal And walked after things that did not profit. These are a people who have forgotten God.  
According to verse 7, they have defiled His land and made it an abomination. These are a people who have walked after things that do not profit. Now let me ask you a question. Are you walking after things that do not profit? Are things that do not profit, that do not build you as a person, are those things keeping you from the Word of God?  What is going to keep you from finishing this course on Jeremiah?  
Look at it: I am going to drop out of this course on Jeremiah because….write it out. Write it out if you’re going to drop out. And then look at the “because.” Will the “because” profit you? You say, “It’s because I can’t help it.” 

My daughter-in-law died this past August, suddenly and unexpectedly. And I miss her. Has it stopped me? Have the things that I have gone through in the past three years stopped me? No, because I need God. I need the Words of God. I need the knowledge of God. I need the communion with God. I need the quiet with God. I need the assurance of God.  I need the knowledge of God at my back, at my side; God within. That profits me.

They went after things that did not profit. So God has a case against them. 
Jeremiah 2:9  “Therefore I will yet contend with you,” declares the Lord, “And with your sons’ sons I will contend. 

I am not only going to contend with you. I am going to contend with your sons, your children. I’m not only going to contend with them. I am going to contend with your children’s children. I am going to contend with your grandchildren. This does not stop at one generation. You may be out of here, but what about your heritage? 
And so He says: (He is contending with them. He is bringing charges against them because His people have committed how many evils? 2
Jeremiah 2:11  “Has a nation changed gods When they were not gods? But My people have changed their glory For that which does not profit. 

How many evils have they committed? 2. It is wrapped up in 2.  It is wrapped up in what? “They have forsaken Me, the fountain of living waters.”
Jeremiah 2:13  “For My people have committed two evils: They have forsaken Me, The fountain of living waters, To hew for themselves cisterns, Broken cisterns That can hold no water. 

What have they done? They have broken the 1st commandment.  You shall have no other gods before Me. I am a jealous God!!  Exodus 20. I am a jealous God. What have you done? 
I am the fountain of living water. You can’t live without water. Mine is living water.
Jesus said: John 7:38-39  “He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, ‘From his innermost being will flow rivers of living water.’ ”39 But this He spoke of the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were to receive; for the Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified. 

But when the Spirit came, He is our guarantee, He is our pledge that someday this mortal, (this body) will put on immortality. This incorruptible will put on incorruptibility. We will pass from death to life and live forever. That is God. That is what God promises. He is light and there is no darkness in Him. He is life. He is God. “And they have forsaken Me, the fountain of living water.” And wherever you dig your cistern, whether it  is in education (God is not against education), but God says, “I am first.” Whether it is in business, whether it is in whatever – a career of any sort, an art, anything. He is saying, “It is evil for you to turn from Me. Period. I am the fountain of living water.”
My people have committed, My people who followed Me in the wilderness. They have committed two evils. The first evil is: to forsake. My people have forsaken Me. I mark it with a red arrow going down. It’s going to take you down. It is going to take you into the depths of despair and destruction, all sorts of things. “Forsaken Me” is going to be used over and over. You don’t want to miss it. 
Jeremiah 2:13  “For My people have committed two evils: They have forsaken Me, The fountain of living waters, To hew for themselves cisterns, Broken cisterns That can hold no water. 

What is the second evil?  They have hewn out broken cisterns that cannot hold water. 
There is a God-shaped vacuum in each of us that only God can fill. If you turn from God, you will turn to something else.  You will turn to something else. Some of you turn because you think you don’t deserve any better. I want you something: You don’t know God because what you don’t deserve, God wants to give you. And that is His grace and His love.
Jeremiah 2:11  “Has a nation changed gods When they were not gods? But My people have changed their glory For that which does not profit. 
Do you know what the glory of man is? It is you and me in the image of God, you and me changed into the likeness of Jesus Christ.  Our glory is our God. 
For that which does not profit. If you turn from God, you are going after something that does not profit.
In verses 14-16 He says, “You will become a prey.”
Verse 17 “You will get the fruit of your ways.” You will be looking to other sources to quench your thirst.

Jeremiah 2:18  “But now what are you doing on the road to Egypt, To drink the waters of the Nile? Or what are you doing on the road to Assyria, To drink the waters of the Euphrates? 

You are thirsty. And that thirst is not going to go away. You are going to fill it with something, but it is not going to work. You will experience bitterness.
Jeremiah 2:19  “Your own wickedness will correct you, And your apostasies will reprove you; Know therefore and see that it is evil and bitter For you to forsake the Lord your God, And the dread of Me is not in you,” declares the Lord God of hosts. 
My people have committed two evils:

1) Forsaken Me

2) Hewn out broken cisterns. It is evil. And it is bitter water. I have drunk bitter water, and it has brought bitterness to my soul.

Jeremiah 2:19  “Your own wickedness will correct you, And your apostasies will reprove you; Know therefore and see that it is evil and bitter For you to forsake the Lord your God, And the dread of Me is not in you,” declares the Lord God of hosts. 
The fear of the Lord is not in you. The fear of the Lord is:
Proverbs 1:7  The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; Fools despise wisdom and instruction. 

The fear of the Lord is what keeps you and restrains you. The fear of the Lord is what causes you to cling to Him.
Verses 20-25 : He makes it clear: (You and I need to understand this.) your sin and its consequences are a matter of choice. It is your choice.

He is there. He knows you’re headed for captivity because you have forsaken Him, yet He is there and He is sending someone to speak to you even as He sent Jeremiah to speak to them.
Verses 20-25 He talks about what they have done and how they are trying to get clean from their own sin and they can’t get rid of the stain of their iniquity. They are saying, “I am not defiled.” They are saying this while they are walking after Baal.

They are like a donkey in heat, sniffing the wilderness trying to find anything to satisfy the desire of being in heat. Very graphic, isn’t He.
He says in Jeremiah 2:25 “Keep your feet from being unshod And your throat from thirst; But you said, ‘It is hopeless! No! For I have loved strangers, And after them I will walk.’ 

 I want you to know, precious one, that it is NOT hopeless.  Jeremiah shows you that. God knows that His people are going to go into captivity and yet He offers them hope. He offers them a change. He offers to stop  - and you are going to see it – His judgment. If they will just return.
Verses 26-28: when you don’t listen, when you walk your own way, it only brings shame.

Jeremiah 2:26-28  “As the thief is shamed when he is discovered, so the house of Israel is shamed; They, their kings, their princes And their priests and their prophets, Who say to a tree, ‘You are my father,’ (ridiculous – if your were your father, you would be a tree.) And to a stone, ‘You gave me birth.’ For they have turned their back to Me, and not their face; But in the time of their trouble they will say, ‘Arise and save us.’ (Foxhole prayers)
28 “But where are your gods which you made for yourself? Let them arise, if they can save you In the time of your trouble; For according to the number of your cities Are your gods, O Judah. 

You wanted it. Let your god save you in your time of trouble.

What you see is God is saying to them, “Heed the word of the Lord. I am speaking to you. Listen to Me. Obey Me.”
As I bring this to a close, my question is this. Are you empty? If you are empty you can know this, it is because you are pursuing emptiness.
What about those you come into contact with? I think a good question this week for those you come into contact with is, “Are you feeling empty? Are you running on empty?” And take it from there. but just know this, people are running on empty.  It is because they have forsaken God and tried to fill the void with false gods, with idols, with worshipping the works of their hands, with going after things that do not profit, with trying to quench their thirst at broken cisterns. And you know what? They desperately need to hear the word of the Lord from you. You need to rescue them. You need to be God’s Jeremiah for this day. Don’t be afraid. I guarantee that He will go with you.
Hebrews 13:5-6  Make sure that your character is free from the love of money, being content with what you have; for He Himself has said, “I will never desert you, nor will I ever forsake you,”6 so that we confidently say, “The Lord is my helper, I will not be afraid. What will man do to me?” 

You are called. Go.
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