Jeremiah, Pt 1

Lesson 2

I Am Willing to Heal Your Faithlessness

Kay Arthur


It is January 20, 2009, and I don’t usually tell you that. It is a very significant day in the life of the United States of America. It is the inauguration of the first African-American as the President of the United States in all of our history. As you have been watching the news, you know that that man is going to stand before a capitol that was built primarily by slaves. And here we have come this far as a nation. So it is a very, very historic time, so it just ends up that the day we meet for Precept on Tuesday is a very historic time. It was 9/11 2001 that I was up in my house and all of a sudden my son was calling me, “Turn on the television immediately.” When I did, I watched the second plane go into the Twin Towers. I was teaching Joshua at the time. I was teaching a scripture that went right with the lesson. It was incredible. It was like it was divine. Today, when President elect Obama becomes the President of the United States of America, I understand that he is going to speak on responsibility and accountability. And today what I want to do is talk to you about responsibility. I want to talk to you about accountability. I want us to look at the 3rd and 4th chapter of Jeremiah.
As we look at that, I want to ask you a question: Have you had a problem with besetting sin in your life? Have you had a problem with a sin that has so easily overtaken you? Is there something in your life, precious one, that you know does not belong there. You’re doing it, but you know that you are being displeasing to God. You are walking in a way that you shouldn’t walk. You are thinking in a manner that you shouldn’t think. Or you are responding in a way that you should not be responding; acting in a way that you should not be acting maybe in your relationships with someone else. Is there something in your life that you are convinced is sin. You are absolutely convinced that if you were to talk to God face to face, He would say the same thing. “This is sin, and it is displeasing to Me.”
Is there something that you are holding onto that you are refusing to let go of? Or maybe, you are walking uprightly with God and there is nothing that you are hanging onto, but you have a loved one, or you have someone at church, or it may be in the pulpit, it maybe in the Sunday School class, it may be a ruler or an elder or a deacon in the church. It may be your husband or your child. You know that they are entangled in a sin, and you know that they are not doing anything about it. What is God’s word to any of those scenarios today? Do you know what His word is? It comes straight out of Jeremiah.

Jeremiah 3:22 “Return, O faithless sons, I will heal your faithlessness.”

I am so excited about today’s lesson. And do you know why? I am so excited about today’s lesson because it can be the turning point in your life. It can be a turning point because as I read this and as I thought about that verse and as I prayed about this lesson, I thought, “Oh God, Oh God, what a message.” It doesn’t matter how deep your sin. It doesn’t matter the captivity you feel like you’re in, the bondage that you are in, the bondage that you are facing, the hopelessness that you are in thinking I can never be free of this. It doesn’t matter. And I will tell you why? God is standing there and He is saying:

Jeremiah 3:22 

22 “Return, O faithless sons, I (God) will heal your faithlessness.” “Behold, we come to You; For You are the Lord our God. 
What He is saying is, “Listen, I know your sin. But I want you to know that because I am who I am, I am willing to heal your faithlessness. And I am able, I AM ABLE, to heal your faithlessness. This is the message.
So whether it pertains to you or not, I guarantee you, it pertains to someone you know. You need to understand what God has to say because in understanding it then you will be able to help others. 

That’s what I did on a plane coming home. I had planned to work on this lesson to lead the leaders, but I ended up in the sovereignty of God changing seats and sitting down next to a gal who was disillusioned by Christianity by the places she had worked (she was in the media) and by the things she had seen – by the corruption and greed, the lack of kindness and caring and compassion and the hypocrisy of it all. Fresh out of a Christian college – so eager to serve the Lord – lands a job with this great TV group and comes away absolutely, absolutely disillusioned. And when I sat down next to her – I guess it is because I had my Bible, or I don’t know, maybe she had seen me or what – and I didn’t ask her why. But she asked, “Are you in Christian ministry?” Now I didn’t know any of this so I said, “Yes.” Then I had to explain to her, “Hey, we are not all like that. We are not all like that.” But the harlotry that she had seen in the lives of these people and others who she was working with in the media – the stories that they were telling – that harlotry that she had seen had, in a sense, had polluted her life. And she went off and she played the harlot, physically. In the grace of God, got two twins that she dearly loves. But I had the opportunity to sit there and minister to her and calling her to return to the Lord and even praying with her that she would. 

We have a message. And this is one of the reason we are studying Jeremiah – so that you might know God. You are studying Jeremiah that you might understand His ways. You are studying Jeremiah because man lives by every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God. But you are also studying Jeremiah because if you would go to Romans chapter 15, he tells us in Romans 15 what God is doing through the Old Testament. So many times people look at it, “Hey, it’s old. It’s over; it’s past; it’s done. I am a New Testament Christian.” If you stay in the New Testament, you know what? You miss God. God introduces Himself in the Old Testament. God explains Himself in the Old Testament. God shows us who He is.

So in Romans 15:4 

4 For whatever was written in earlier times (Old Testament) was written for our instruction, so that through perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.  

So the Old Testament is for our instruction. It is for our encouragement. It is to cause us to preserve. Remember when Jesus was on the road to Emmaus? (Luke 24) He was talking to those men. They say, “You don’t know what was going on? We thought that this was the Christ.” Then Jesus turns to these two men on the road to Emmaus and He says, “Oh you fools and slow of heart to not believe all that was written by Moses in the Law and the Prophets concerning Me.”
So we are looking at the Old Testament. Our message today is, “Return faithless one, and I will heal your faithlessness.”

Now, the word for return is “shub.” It means to turn. But it has the connotation to return. In other words, it means to come back. It is talking about coming back. It is the 12th most used verb in the Old Testament. (TWOT p. 909) it is used 1050 times in the Old Testament. Do you know which Old Testament book it is used the most? ( It’s Jeremiah. In Jeremiah the verb is used 111 times. Then it moves to the Psalms where it is used 71 times. Now if it is used that many times in Jeremiah, it is a key word. But the problem is (and we have to discern this) there are basically 10 meanings to this word “shub.” There are 10 meanings and underneath that there are subcategories.  They say 3 of the uses of this word are significant.

#1 – it is used of a physical motion. I am including that one because when He says, “Return,” it implies a physical motion, coming back to God.

#2 An auxiliary verb to repeat the action of the second verb

So it is like emphasizing it. It would be translated, for example, as “again.”

#3 The way that it is used most importantly is returning to God, in Israel’s returning to God.

Better than any other verb, it combines in itself the two requisites of repentance. 

#1 – to turn from evil

#2  - to turn to the good.

So it is not just returning from evil and putting on the breaks and stopping, but it means you are going to turn from evil but you are not just going to stop and put it in neutral but you are going to turn to the good.
It is used this way in Jeremiah 48 times. 

Now listen, we just finished studying Isaiah. It is only used 6 times in the first 39 chapters of Isaiah. And you know in Isaiah 40 we turn to comfort.  In chapters 40-66, it is only used 4 times.

And so what you see, is you’re beginning to see –and this is important as you’re beginning to study the prophets – and as you study Jeremiah. Because Jeremiah is going to hammer it home, hammer it home, hammer it home, hammer it home, hammer it home until you are almost going to get sick of it. But he is hammering it home because if they don’t listen, if they don’t respond, they are going to put their hands on their heads and they’re going to go into captivity and it is not what God ever designed for His covenant people. This is His bride, His wife, and God does not want that for His people. It’s like God, the lover, God the husband reaching out and saying, “No, no; come back, come back. Return to Me. Return to Me faithless one. I know you are faithless. But I will heal. I will heal your faithlessness. I am able because I am God. I am the wellspring, the source of all things. So return to Me.” So this is the message.

In a number of places it also means this: and I want you to get this:

It means to return from exile.

Listen, anytime you and I walk away from God, anytime you and I allow a besetting sin in our lives, we are wandering farther and farther and farther away from God. And sin leads to bondage. And whoever commits sin is a slave to sin. And so He is talking about, “return from exile; return from that captivity; return from that sin that so easily besets you, that is going to destroy you, that’s going to make you less than you ought to be as My bride.”

You see this in Jeremiah 22:10. Let’s look at it.

Jeremiah 22:10  “Shub” is used here.

10 Do not weep for the dead or mourn for him, But weep continually for the one who goes away; For he will never return Or see his native land.  

The dead – it’s over for them. There is no coming back after death, there is no turning around.

But it says: But weep continually for the one who goes away; For he will never return Or see his native land.  

God’s intention for His people was never captivity. Captivity is a curse as we saw in Deuteronomy. God wants us to see from the very beginning of Jeremiah’s ministry that Israel belongs to Him. Israel is in a covenantal relationship that is a marriage relationship.

So what He does is He brings this out in Jeremiah chapter 1:16. Now He is not mentioning marriage here, but He is mentioning the breaking of a covenant relationship.
Jeremiah 1:16 

16 “I will pronounce My judgments on them concerning all their wickedness, (God is talking to Jeremiah and how He is going to lead them into captivity. “I will pronounce My judgments on them concerning all their wickedness. It is wicked to turn away from God. Have you got it? It is wicked to turn away from God. It is wicked to turn your back on Him. It is wicked to lift up your skirt to every passer by. It is wicked to play the harlot.) 

16…. whereby (#1) they have forsaken Me and have offered sacrifices to other gods, and worshiped the works of their own hands.
So right in that first chapter, He is naming it. They have what? Now watch. (Kay walks away.) They have forsaken Me.  They have walked away. So what is His call? His call is to return faithless one and I will heal your faithlessness.

Then we come to Jeremiah 2.

Jeremiah 2:2 

2 “Go and proclaim in the ears of Jerusalem, saying, ‘Thus says the Lord, “I remember concerning you the devotion of your youth, The love of your betrothals, Your following after Me in the wilderness, Through a land not sown. 

You were covenanted to Me in a marriage. You were betrothed. And I remember the love of your betrothals.

Jeremiah 2:13 

13 “For My people have committed two evils: They have forsaken Me, The fountain of living waters, To hew for themselves cisterns, Broken cisterns That can hold no water. 

They have forsaken God. They followed Him through the wilderness but now they have forsaken Him.

They are going to Assyria to drink water out of the Euphrates. (Jeremiah 2:18) They are going to Egypt to drink water out of the Nile. “You have forsaken Me and I am the fountain of living waters. I am the one that satisfies you, My dear. I am the one that satisfies you, My beloved. I am the one that meets your every need.” And isn’t that what God says? He says that He will supply all of our needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus. “I am the one that satisfies.”
And here she is, turning from the one that satisfies, and going after broken cisterns that hold no water.

Look at verse 20. 

Jeremiah 2:20 

20 “For long ago I broke your yoke and tore off your bonds (I brought you out of the land of Egypt. You were slaves); But you said, ‘I will not serve!’ For on every high hill And under every green tree You have lain down as a harlot. 

Israel was faithless. You know that faithless is in the Hebrew? “Meshuba.” What do you see? Shub. You see shub. They were faithless. They walked away. And so what He is saying is, “You lay down as a harlot.” A harlot with what? You have to think this through. It is a harlot with the nations. It is a harlot with their gods. It is not just idolatry but it is running to someone else to meet your needs. See, have you run to pornography to meet your needs. That is not legitimate. Have you run to someone else other than your mate to get that affirmation, that approbation? That is not legitimate. God is to meet your needs. You are not in a sense to satisfy yourself. You are to allow God to satisfy you.

In Jeremiah 3:1 what does He say?

Jeremiah 3:1 

1 God says, “If a husband divorces his wife and she goes from him and belongs to another man, Will he still return to her? Will not that land be completely polluted? But you are a harlot with many lovers; Yet you turn to Me,” declares the Lord. 

What He is saying is adultery pollutes the land. And if a woman marries one man and he writes her a bill of divorce and sends her away (because Moses allowed it because of the hardness of their heart – Jesus says this in Matthew 19) and she goes and marries another man and he puts her away, she cannot go back to husband #1 because it pollutes the land. There is a sacredness about the marriage union.

Jeremiah 3:1 

1 God says, “If a husband divorces his wife And she goes from him And belongs to another man, Will he still return to her? Will not that land be completely polluted? But you are a harlot with many lovers; Yet you turn to Me,” declares the Lord. 

You are a harlot with many lovers and you want to come back to Me and you want to get the things that you want but you don’t want to be faithful. You are faithless.

Isn’t that the way? Didn’t God say in Isaiah that you’re going into the temple and you’re making your sacrifices and all of this and you’re  full of sin. And this is what He is saying to them because they are still full of sin. 

But now He is speaking to them because they are on the edge of captivity. They are about to go down and down and down; and He is speaking to them. He is saying, “Return to Me; return to Me faithless one. I know what you are. I understand what you are. I know the sin in your life. You are hiding it from other people but you’re not hiding it from Me.”
Numbers 32:23 

23 “But if you will not do so, behold, you have sinned against the Lord, and be sure your sin will find you out. 

“I know!! And with all that knowledge, I am not saying, ‘Just go away. I don’t want to see you anymore. I don’t want you in the house anymore. I don’t love you. I don’t want to meet needs.” He is not saying that because He is God! He is hesed. He is lovingkindness, compassionate, merciful.  It is not, “Get your act together. Do everything  you need to do.”  

Oh you’re saying, “There’s no responsibility on my part. I can just come back.” Oh, there is a responsibility and we are going to look at that. He is very clear as we look at it.
As you look at “harlotry” in chapter 3:1, 2, and 9. You can see this. It pollutes the land.

On this historic occasion when our first African-American President is being inaugurated, when he is calling for responsibility, when he is talking about accountability. You and I as we listen to the word of God, as we listen to Jeremiah and his message to Judah and his message to the nations, it is this: “I am God.” If you look at the history of the nations, if you look at England, Germany, Switzerland, USA – those are nations that have played the harlot. Those are nations that once embraced God, acknowledged God, at one point in their history or had the glorious reformation or had the word of God proclaimed and had the blood of martyrs shed so that they might know truth, yet where are those nations now? They walked away from God. They did not return. 

What is our call, our passion at Precept Ministries? Our call, our passion is not to only reach the United States but to reach the world and bring them face to face with who God is, let them discover truth for themselves so that they can see who God is, so that they can see that no matter where you are or what you have done, His arms are open as wide as Calvary. He is saying, “I have loved you. Return to Me and I will heal your faithlessness.”

Yes, harlotry pollutes the land. And this is a historic occasion in this land because it is an African-American president. That is what makes it historic. If I were president and if I were the 1st African-American president, I would do everything that I could to make that nation under my rule, under my leadership, to be the greatest nation that it could be. But I want to tell you that we will never be great if we do not return to God!! So you and I have a call on our life because this is an untested man (Obama.) We are to pray but we don’t know. But you and I know truth and we, I believe, as I talked to you last week – we are to be an elite force of Jeremiahs that go forth with the message to a country, a land, a nation, that is so polluted that the stench is coming up in the nostrils of God.

What does it do?

Jeremiah 3:2-3 brings the judgment of God through nature.

Jeremiah 3:2-3 

2 “Lift up your eyes to the bare heights and see; Where have you not been violated? By the roads you have sat for them Like an Arab in the desert, And you have polluted a land With your harlotry and with your wickedness.

3 “Therefore the showers have been withheld, And there has been no spring rain. Yet you had a harlot’s forehead; You refused to be ashamed. 

You are refusing to be ashamed.  You look at the USA. We are so immersed in sin. It is such a part of us and our culture that we don’t know how to blush. We are not ashamed. We flaunt our sin openly not realizing that there is a holy God. You and I need to be at work to raise up a counter-culture of people who have returned to the Lord and whose faithlessness has been healed so we can be everything God wants us to be. 
Harlotry:

Jeremiah 3:24 

24 “But the shameful thing has consumed the labor of our fathers since our youth, their flocks and their herds, their sons and their daughters. 

It consumes our children. So look at the children in the USA. Look at where they are at.

And then:

Jeremiah 4:11, 12, 16, 17 – it brings the judgment of God. This judgment is not just nature which can be pretty bad.  But this is the judgment of God from the nations and from the wars and the sword.

Evil touches the heart, the command center of man. Jeremiah 4:18 

18 “Your ways and your deeds have brought these things to you. This is your evil. How bitter! How it has touched your heart!” 

You started out here with your evil and you didn’t know that it was going to come in and eat your heart. You didn’t know that it was going to destroy you.

I Kings 11 – what is significant? In 1 Kings 12 you have the division of the 12 tribes. You end up with the northern kingdom and the southern kingdom because of the sin of one man who did not guard his heart. Who is that man? Who was the last king of the united kingdom? It is Solomon.
1 Kings 11 is talking about Solomon.

1 Kings 11:1-2 

1 Now King Solomon loved many foreign women along with the daughter of Pharaoh: Moabite, Ammonite, Edomite, Sidonian, and Hittite women,

2 from the nations concerning which the Lord had said to the sons of Israel, “You shall not associate with them, nor shall they associate with you, for they will surely turn your heart away after their gods.” Solomon held fast to these in love. 

Yet, this is what they are doing. In Jeremiah, they are running to Egypt and Assyria.

1 Kings 11:2 

2 from the nations concerning which the Lord had said to the sons of Israel, “You shall not associate with them, nor shall they associate with you, for they will surely turn your heart away after their gods.” Solomon held fast to these in love. 

Evil companions corrupt good morals. (1 Corinthians 15). He says, “You were to be separate from the nations. But you went after the nations. You have lifted up your skirt to every passerby (these nations.) and now what has happened to you? It has gotten to your heart.

1 Kings 11:2 

2 from the nations concerning which the Lord had said to the sons of Israel, “You shall not associate with them, nor shall they associate with you, for they will surely turn your heart away after their gods.” Solomon held fast to these in love. 

So now your heart is an unfaithful heart. Now your heart is not loving God with all your heart, soul and mind (Mark 12:30) now you are loving the things of this world, the pride of life, other things have taken your love away from God.

1 Kings 11:3-4 

3 He had seven hundred wives, princesses, and three hundred concubines, and his wives turned his heart away.

4 For when Solomon was old, his wives turned his heart away after other gods; and his heart was not wholly devoted to the Lord his God, as the heart of David his father had been. 

1 Kings 11:9 

9 Now the Lord was angry with Solomon because his heart was turned away from the Lord, the God of Israel, who had appeared to him twice, 

So what you see is: harlotry, evil, touches the heart and it turns your heart away from being wholly devoted to God. 

Jeremiah 4:20  Harlotry brings devastated. 
20 Disaster on disaster is proclaimed, For the whole land is devastated; Suddenly my tents are devastated, My curtains in an instant. 

Listen, whoever our president is, if America doesn’t repent, if American does not turn from the evil from her ways, if America doesn’t come back to God it is destroyed. Our nation is devastated.

We can be like the days of Josiah where the word of God that was lost in the house of God is found and proclaimed and we can stay the hand of judgment, but unless there is a wholesale, mass returning to God.

And I am not just talking about supporting Israel because a nation can support Israel but if a nation is not righteous then God says in Ezekiel 14 that that nation is going to be judged by God.

Jeremiah 4:20 

20 Disaster on disaster is proclaimed, For the whole land is devastated; Suddenly my tents are devastated, My curtains in an instant., 

27 For thus says the Lord, “The whole land shall be a desolation, Yet I will not execute a complete destruction. 

Harlotry destroys you.

Jeremiah 4:30-31. It destroys you. You are destroyed by what you love. 

I just got a message from someone who is dear to me and her son just confessed (and he is married) that he is deep into pornography. It is destroying him. It is destroying his marriage. It is destroying his mother and father’s heart. It is destructive. God is saying, “Return faithless one.”

All that young man has to do is return and God will heal his faithlessness. God will heal him.  There is not any one that cannot be healed.

Jeremiah 3:20 harlotry is treacherous.

Jeremiah 3:20 

20 “Surely, as a woman treacherously departs from her lover, so you have dealt treacherously with Me, O house of Israel,” declares the Lord. 

It is unfaithfulness. It offends God. When you are doing this you are acting treacherously against the Lord, the lover of your soul.

Now, what does returning look like?
Jeremiah 3:22 

22 “Return, O faithless sons, I will heal your faithlessness.” “Behold, we come to You; For You are the Lord our God. 
There are 8 precepts for returning from chapter 3 and 4:
#1 Know that it is the will of God that you return to Him.

Jeremiah 3:7, 10, 14, 22; Jeremiah 4:1 

It is the will of God, the desire of God, the heart of God, that you return to Him.

And I have just quoted every verse where God says return to Me.  God is saying, “Return to Me.” It is not God saying, “Good-bye. I am so glad that I got rid of you. You are hurting Me. You are ruining My reputation.” No, it is God who says all those times, “Return to Me.”

So I want you to see no matter how faithless you are, how treacherous you have been against God, where you have played the harlot, it is the will of God that you return. Isn’t that awesome? Doesn’t that tell you the awesomeness of God? Doesn’t it show you the heart of God?

Jeremiah 35:15 

15 “Also I have sent to you all My servants the prophets, sending them again and again, saying: ‘Turn now every man from his evil way and amend your deeds, and do not go after other gods to worship them. Then you will dwell in the land which I have given to you and to your forefathers; but you have not inclined your ear or listened to Me. 
What is He saying? “I have been sending prophet after prophet. Then I sent you another prophet. Then I sent you another prophet. Don’t you get the point?  The point is, I don’t want this schism. I don’t want this alienation. I don’t want you going into captivity. I don’t want you being judged by Me and your land being devastated and polluted. I WANT YOU! And I have told you over and over and over again. Return to Me!! Return to Me faithless one and I will heal your faithlessness. 

It is not His will that we would walk away. It is not His will that we would perish. It is not His will that we would go to the divine woodshed to get the tar wailed out of us.  It is not His will.

 The second thing:

#2 it must be a matter of the heart. If you are going to have your faithlessness healed, you can’t return superficially. It has to be something that is going on in your whole heart.

2 Corinthians 7 – an awesome chapter. He talks about 2 kinds of sorrow.

2 Corinthians 7:10 

10 For the sorrow that is according to the will of God produces a repentance ( a returning) without regret, leading to salvation, but the sorrow of the world produces death.  
So it has got to be a sorrow of your heart, a matter of your whole heart. This is what God is saying:

Jeremiah 3:10 

10 “Yet in spite of all this her treacherous sister Judah did not return to Me with all her heart, but rather in deception,” declares the Lord. 

You cannot do it for show. You can’t do it just to walk the isle again. You can’t do it just because you’re sorry you got caught.  You can’t do it just because you feel bad and it’s making you miserable. You’ve got to return to God because you’re breaking the heart of God. He is saying, “Return to Me.”
#3 Jeremiah 3:13. You’ve got to acknowledge your iniquity.

Jeremiah 3:12 

12 “Go and proclaim these words toward the north and say, ‘Return, faithless Israel,’ declares the Lord; ‘I will not look upon you in anger. For I am gracious,’ declares the Lord; ‘I will not be angry forever. 

Jeremiah 3:13 

13 ‘Only acknowledge your iniquity, That you have transgressed against the Lord your God And have scattered your favors to the strangers under every green tree, And you have not obeyed My voice,’ declares the Lord. 

You can’t come back to God and say, “You know, if I have sinned. Well God, if it’s wrong, I’m sorry.” 

Oh no, there is no casualness to this. This is to be a broken heart. It is a heart that is broken by sin.

This is why so many people are hooked on things. They have a worldly sorrow. They don’t have a godly sorrow that leads to repentance. This is looking at sin casually. This is not understanding God.

I remember when God showed me pride in my heart when I was studying to write Isaiah. And I got to Hezekiah and I was sitting on that little love seat in my kitchen and it was shaking. I was sobbing because I had not seen it and God showed it to me. And I was heartbroken and ashamed that I had not guarded my heart more carefully. 

You’ve got to acknowledge your evil.

It’s 1 John 1:9 

9 If we confess (homologéō – say the same thing as God about it. Name it for what it is.) our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  

Jeremiah 3:22 

22 “Return, O faithless sons, I will heal your faithlessness.” “Behold, we come to You; For You are the Lord our God. 

That is so precious to me. that is so precious to me. Do you know that that means that there is not anyone who is caught in sin that cannot be delivered!! Because it was not only written for them, it was written for us upon whom the end of the ages has come so that we might be instructed, persevere and have hope. 

Jeremiah 3:22-23 

22 “Return, O faithless sons, I will heal your faithlessness.” “Behold, we come to You; For You are the Lord our God.

23 “Surely, the hills are a deception, A tumult on the mountains. Surely in the Lord our God Is the salvation of Israel. 

You are running up these hills and you are playing the harlot under every green tree, with every stick, with every stone. They are a deception.

23… Surely in the Lord our God is the salvation of Israel. 

“Return to Me faithless one, and I will heal your faithlessness. If you will turn, if you will acknowledge your evil, then this is what I will do. I will heal you because I am your salvation.”
Pastor Sy was addicted to opium. He wasn’t a pastor then. He was a brilliant man. He was taking the opium for his pain and then he became addicted. It ruled his life. China inland Mission was trying to reach the Chinese and they gave a monetary award for those who would write the best thesis and they gave them a Biblical topic. He won and he won and he won. He sent in a pseudo name. Then he had to show up to get his prize. He came to know Jesus Christ. He battled with the opium. One day he walked in and he locked the door and he said, “I am not coming out until I am free from my opium.” It was hell, it was torture. His body was in agony. The devil told him he was going to die. But he said, “In God is my salvation.” He was delivered and mightily used in Inland China for the gospel of Jesus Christ.

#4  Come to Him. He is your salvation. Only in Him is true salvation from any condition. You can go to any counselor (and I am not knocking them) but it is GOD who is your salvation. It is the promises of God, it is the character of God, it is the Spirit of God , it is the power of God. That is your true salvation.

How do I know that?

Jeremiah 17:12-14 

12 A glorious throne on high from the beginning is the place of our sanctuary.  (He is our sanctuary) 

13 O Lord, the hope of Israel, All who forsake You will be put to shame. Those who turn away on earth will be written down, because they have forsaken the fountain of living water, even the Lord.

14 Heal me, O Lord, and I will be healed; Save me and I will be saved, for You are my praise. 

This is where salvation is and healing is.

So, do you have any responsibility? Oh yes.

#5 You must put away any detestable things and not waiver. 

You must cleanse yourself from things.  You can’t say, “God help me get rid of this pornography, this stronghold in my life” and stay on the internet.
You can’t say, “God deliver me from this desire to drink” and keep alcohol around. You can’t do it. You must put away the detestable things.

Look at Jeremiah 4:1-2 

1 “If you will return, O Israel,” declares the Lord, “Then you should return to Me. And if you will put away your detested things from My presence, And will not waver,

2 And you will swear, ‘As the Lord lives,’ In truth, in justice and in righteousness; Then the nations will bless themselves in Him, And in Him they will glory.” 

In other words, you will become such a testimony of deliverance that others will look at you and bless the Lord. 
You must put away detestable things and not waver. 

#6 You must live who He is.

Who He is: 4:2  He is truth, justice and righteousness.

God is truth. He is the righteous one. He is just in all His ways. You must live accordingly. You must walk in truth. You must walk in righteousness. 

2 Corinthians 5:21 

21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. 

So you have to live righteously.

#7  you must break up the fallow ground and not sow among thorns.

In other words, you plow that ground. You take those clumps of hard earth and you chop them down. You get that soil ready. And when you sow, you don’t sow among thorns. 

What are the thorns in Mark 4:19? 

19 but the worries of the world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the desires for other things enter in and choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful. 

I have a friend right now and in a sense she is falling apart because of a situation in her life. You cannot fall apart. Do you understand? I determined when all these things happened these past 3 years, “I will not fall apart. I will believe God. He is sovereign. He has not left His throne. He knew my daughter in law was going to die. He knew my son was going to have a blood clot on his brain. He knew the other things that we were going to go through. He knew that. I will not fall apart.
I love them. I care for them, but I will not fall apart. 

He said:

Hebrews 13:5-6 

5 Make sure that your character is free from the love of money, being content with what you have; for He Himself has said, “I will never desert you, nor will I ever forsake you,”

6 so that we confidently say, “The Lord is my helper, I will not be afraid. What will man do to me?” 

I will not fall apart.
And so that is chapter 4:3

 Jeremiah 4:3 

3 For thus says the Lord to the men of Judah and to Jerusalem, “Break up your fallow ground, And do not sow among thorns. 

#8 Circumcise your heart. You must remove the foreskin of your heart. You must wash your heart from evil. You must say, “Off with the old. Wickedness has got to go.”

Jeremiah 4:4 

4 “Circumcise yourselves to the Lord And remove the foreskins of your heart, (get rid of the old; cut it away) Men of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem, Or else My wrath will go forth like fire And burn with none to quench it, Because of the evil of your deeds.” 

Jeremiah 4:14 

14 Wash your heart from evil, O Jerusalem, (why?) That you may be saved. How long will your wicked thoughts Lodge within you? 

Do you see the role that you have? It is not an apathetic returning to God and just standing there and doing nothing. He says, “Return to Me and I will heal your faithlessness. “ But He heals your faithlessness by giving you things to do. 

If you’re not willing to do them, then you won’t be healed.

He says, “I am master over you. You got in this problem because you did not obey My commandments.” You carry this into the New Testament.   – circumcising the heart – getting rid of the old, the evil, the not going near it:
So Jesus stands

Matthew 5:28 

28 but I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 

What is the solution? Pull out your eye. Cut off your hand. What is He saying? You have to do this. It is not being there and being placid and inactive but it is you doing what you need to do.

Romans 6:12-22 

12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its lusts,

13 and do not go on presenting the members of your body to sin as instruments of unrighteousness; but present yourselves to God as those alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God.

14 For sin shall not be master over you, for you are not under law but under grace.

15 What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? May it never be!

16 Do you not know that when you present yourselves to someone as slaves for obedience, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin resulting in death, or of obedience resulting in righteousness?

17 But thanks be to God that though you were slaves of sin, you became obedient from the heart to that form of teaching to which you were committed,

18 and having been freed from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.

19 I am speaking in human terms because of the weakness of your flesh. For just as you presented your members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness, resulting in further lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness, resulting in sanctification.

20 For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness.

21 Therefore what benefit were you then deriving from the things of which you are now ashamed? For the outcome of those things is death.

22 But now having been freed from sin and enslaved to God, you derive your benefit, resulting in sanctification, and the outcome, eternal life.

Romans 6:4 

4 Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 
The old man is dead.

Ephesians 4:21-24 

21 if indeed you have heard Him and have been taught in Him, just as truth is in Jesus,

22 that, in reference to your former manner of life, you lay aside the old self, which is being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit,

23 and that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind,

24 and put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth. 

There is a role, there is an activity. And when you and I do what we need to do, He meets us with His power. By the virtue of our position in Him, He gives us the power to do it. Because the Spirit inside of you gives you power. 

Your act of obedience unleashes that power so that you can walk in righteousness and holiness, truth and justice. 

You can be what God ordained for you to be. God will do His part if you sincerely come to Him and do what He says.

Return to Me faithless one and I will, I will heal your faithlessness. I will bring the healing. You just do what I say. 
Remember that salvation is in Me. it’s not just for the salvation for the penalty of sin; it’s salvation from the power of sin.  Someday it’s the power of salvation from the presence of sin. And you will hear, “Well done, My good and faithful servant.”
Oh what a message we have: responsibility, accountability but a divine ability to be and do what God ordained for us to be.

Besetting sin – lay it aside. You are able to do it because God says I will heal you faithlessness.
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