Jeremiah, Pt 1

Lesson 8

Practice Righteousness and Justice
Kay Arthur

You walk into the court and what do you except? You expect justice. If there is anyplace in the world where you except justice, it is when you walk into a court and you stand before a judge, or you sit in the court room and the case is tried. When you don’t get justice, what is there inside of you? Indignation, a righteous indignation because justice has not been performed, the law has not been withheld because me have acted iniquitous ways because men have lied, because men have cheated or been greedy. And even in that courtroom justice is not done. And you begin to wonder, “When will we see justice on the earth? When will be see righteousness? When will we be vindicated?
When our lesson opens today, you see Jeremiah who has been told by the Lord, “Go down to the valley of Ben-Hinnom. As you go to that valley, and as you go there today and it is very beautiful, but it was a valley of fire. It was a valley of iniquity. It was a valley where people would go and offer sacrifices to Baal. It was a place that distressed God’s heart, that broke God’s heart. God will say in Ezekiel, “Oh how My heart has been broken by your adulterous ways.”

So God wanting His people to understand who He is and what He is, and that He is the Potter, but He is the God of justice, and He is the God of righteousness, sends Jeremiah to this valley outside the Potshard gate and there he makes this proclamation. He takes the pot and lifts it up and he reminds them once against that God is the potter. And that He is the One that is over that nations, and He can do whatever He pleases because He is God. But He is also about to let them know that about what He is about to do, He is doing it out of His justice; He is doing it out of His righteousness. 
So Jeremiah takes the pot, and down it goes. (Kay drops clay pot on floor.)and it is in a bunch of little pieces. The pot is so ruined that it cannot be put back together again. God says, “So I am going to do to you.”

You and I have to understand that there is a high court in heaven. We saw previous:

Jeremiah 17:12 

12 A glorious throne on high from the beginning Is the place of our sanctuary. 

It is the place of our sanctuary because from that throne comes righteousness, from that throne comes justice, from that throne God rules over the face of the earth.

So as we look at the pot, as we look at the pot (and it wasn’t a big one) and we see it shattered, ruined and destroyed, so God is going to tell them in Jeremiah 20 what is coming from Babylon.

For the first time in the book of Jeremiah God names the enemy. If you will look at Jerusalem on a map, you remember the enemy was described as coming from the north. Well, Assyria is in the north.  Babylon, really as we look at it is to the east. But anybody that is going to coming against Jerusalem from the east, is going to have to either come from the south, from Egypt, or they are going to have to come from the north because of the desert the is directly east of Israel. Finally God names the nation, the people, and it is Babylon.

I am going to take it that you have done your homework and that you have discussed it and everything and I am going to build on that. I want to look first of all that God is a God of justice. The next thing I want us to see is how God deals in justice and what happens. 
But when we come to Jeremiah 20 Pashhur the priest has had Jeremiah beaten, he has had Jeremiah put in stocks. They don’t know exactly what they were but they think they were stocks that caused is a distortion of the body. Perhaps they were sitting on the floor with their legs straight out in stocks and then their hands in stocks down by their feet. They are in a very uncomfortable position. There he is in stocks. He is in stocks right outside the Benjamin Gate which is by the temple. 
When Pashhur releases Jeremiah, God tells Pashhur that his name is going to be changed to “terror on every side.” 

Jeremiah 20:4 

4 “For thus says the Lord, ‘Behold, I am going to make you a terror to yourself and to all your friends; and while your eyes look on, they will fall by the sword of their enemies (He has been talking about the sword.). So I will give over all Judah to the hand of the king of Babylon (first mention), and he will carry them away as exiles to Babylon and will slay them with the sword. 

Using a pencil, you might want to write in the margin, “first mention of Babylon” so that I know it and remember it in the future.

Look at your map and see Babylon. You’ll also see the Euphrates and Tigris Rivers. The king of Babylon needs water for his people so he’ll come up along the Euphrates and then he’ll come down to Jerusalem.

Now it is all yet future in chapter 20. But then He goes on to say:

Jeremiah 20:4 

4 “For thus says the Lord, ‘Behold, I am going to make you a terror to yourself and to all your friends; and while your eyes look on, they will fall by the sword of their enemies. So I will give over all Judah to the hand of the king of Babylon, and he will carry them away as exiles to Babylon and will slay them with the sword. 

Now watch, some are going to be back to Babylon. They are going to make the journey north. They’re going to come down along the Euphrates and then come to Babylon. But then others, he is going to slay with the what? Sword. He is going to slay them with the sword.
Then he says what else is going to happen:

Jeremiah 20:5-6 

5 ‘I will also give over all the wealth of this city, all its produce and all its costly things; even all the treasures of the kings of Judah I will give over to the hand of their enemies, and they will plunder them, take them away and bring them to Babylon.

6 ‘And you, Pashhur, and all who live in your house will go into captivity; and you will enter Babylon, and there you will die and there you will be buried, you and all your friends to whom you have falsely prophesied.’ ” 

Now the people who are going to enter Babylon, most of them are not going to die because God is going to tell them, “Settle down in Babylon. Establish yourself there. Pray for the welfare of Babylon because you’re living there. You’re going to have homes and businesses there. ” He is going to tell them how long they are going to be in captivity. 

But, Pashhur, who is terror on every side because of what he has done, a just God will deal with Pashhur. A just God will take Pashhur, and He will kill him. He will die because God is just. Don’t you want justice? Don’t you want justice? You say, “Yes, unless it is me. Then I want mercy.”

We know that the Lord is merciful. We know that the Lord is full of lovingkindness. We know that the Lord is slow to anger. We know all those things.  We have seen it as we have studied the Old Testament. He has waited and waited and waited  -all this time as they have gone from one evil king to another evil king. He has waited. We know He is merciful. -> Manasseh is so evil that God is going to destroy them and yet He allows them to find the book of the law in the house of God. When they find it, and they repent of what they have done, and they desire to seek God, God stays His hand of judgment. And yet, because He is just, judgment will come after the death of Josiah because of the sins of Manasseh. God’s justice and His righteousness command and demand His judgment on those who do not repent, on those who forsake Him.

So He tells them what is going to happen to Pashhur.

Jeremiah 20:6 

6 ‘And you, Pashhur, and all who live in your house will go into captivity; and you will enter Babylon, and there you will die and there you will be buried, you and all your friends to whom you have falsely prophesied.’ ” 

This is the last of Jeremiah’s lamentations towards God because the book is changing in chapter 21. In chapter 21 we will step into more historical times. We will see how Jeremiah deals with the kings and confronts them. We will be told history. But here is Jeremiah’s lamentation. He talks about:
Jeremiah 20:7-8 

7 O Lord, You have deceived me and I was deceived; You have overcome me and prevailed. I have become a laughingstock (people are laughing at him while he is in the stocks) all day long; Everyone mocks me.

8 For each time I speak, I cry aloud; I proclaim violence and destruction, Because for me the word of the Lord has resulted In reproach and derision all day long. 

Why does he proclaim violence and destruction? He proclaims violence and destruction because the Potter is just and righteous. That is why he proclaims violence and destruction. He is doing what God has told him to do.

Jeremiah 20:8-9 

8 For each time I speak, I cry aloud; I proclaim violence and destruction, Because for me the word of the Lord has resulted In reproach and derision all day long.

9 But if I say, “I will not remember Him Or speak anymore in His name,” Then in my heart it becomes like a burning fire Shut up in my bones; And I am weary of holding it in, And I cannot endure it. 

You know the judgment is coming. It is not easy to go out and speak for God when everybody is saying, “Peace, peace.The temple, the temple. God would not destroy us.”

And so in the midst of it, here he is.

Jeremiah 20:9-10 

9 But if I say, “I will not remember Him Or speak anymore in His name,” Then in my heart it becomes like a burning fire Shut up in my bones; And I am weary of holding it in, And I cannot endure it.

10 For I have heard the whispering of many, “Terror on every side! Denounce him; yes, let us denounce him!” All my trusted friends, Watching for my fall, say: “Perhaps he will be deceived, so that we may prevail against him And take our revenge on him.” 

All my trusted friends – what are they doing? They are watching for my fall. They are waiting for me to stumble, to fall. 

10… say: “Perhaps he will be deceived, so that we may prevail against him and take our revenge on him.” 

They do not like his message. They unjustly want to come against the man who is proclaiming the justice of God. 

So Jeremiah says:

Jeremiah 20:11 

11 But the Lord is with me like a dread champion; Therefore my persecutors will stumble and not prevail. They will be utterly ashamed, because they have failed, With an everlasting disgrace that will not be forgotten. 

I think of Paul and how he says at the end of 2 Timothy. 

2 Timothy 4:16-17 

16 At my first defense no one supported me, but all deserted me; may it not be counted against them.
17 But the Lord stood with me and strengthened me, so that through me the proclamation might be fully accomplished, and that all the Gentiles might hear; and I was rescued out of the lion’s mouth. 

Did Paul die? Yes. What he beheaded? Yes. He couldn’t be crucified because he was a Roman citizen, but he could be beheaded. And yes he died. But it was alright because the Lord stood with him and the Lord strengthened him. 

This is what Jeremiah is saying:

Jeremiah 20:11 

11 But the Lord is with me like a dread champion; therefore my persecutors will stumble and not prevail. They will be utterly ashamed, because they have failed, With an everlasting disgrace that will not be forgotten. 

Why? Because God is just.

Because:

Jeremiah 17:12 

12 A glorious throne on high from the beginning Is the place of our sanctuary. 

He says:

Jeremiah 20:11-12 

11 But the Lord is with me like a dread champion; Therefore my persecutors will stumble and not prevail. They will be utterly ashamed, because they have failed, with an everlasting disgrace that will not be forgotten.

12 Yet, O Lord of hosts, You who test the righteous, Who see the mind and the heart; (You are a just God.)  Let me see Your vengeance on them; For to You I have set forth my cause. 

There is a holy court. There is a holy court. Jeremiah is appealing to the Judge of all the earth and he is asking for vengeance. When you walk out of the courtroom and you see the perversion of the law, you see the payoffs, you see the lying, the stealing, the covering up, what do you want when you walk out of the court? You want vengeance. You want righteousness. And it’s alright. It is alright to want to justice to be done. It is alright to want righteousness to be done. That is God in you. And God in you is just, and God in you is righteous. And it’s alright. There is nothing wrong with Jeremiah wanting this.

Jeremiah 20:12-13 

12 Yet, O Lord of hosts, You who test the righteous, Who see the mind and the heart; Let me see Your vengeance on them; For to You I have set forth my cause.

13 Sing to the Lord, praise the Lord! For He has delivered the soul of the needy one from the hand of evildoers. 

He comes down with His gavel and He says, “Innocent.” He says, “Justified. Not condemned.”

13 Sing to the Lord, praise the Lord! For He has delivered the soul of the needy one from the hand of evildoers. 

14 Cursed be the day when I was born; Let the day not be blessed when my mother bore me!

15 Cursed be the man who brought the news To my father, saying, “A baby boy has been born to you!” And made him very happy.

16 But let that man be like the cities Which the Lord overthrew without relenting, And let him hear an outcry in the morning And a shout of alarm at noon;

17 Because he did not kill me before birth, So that my mother would have been my grave, And her womb ever pregnant.

18 Why did I ever come forth from the womb To look on trouble and sorrow, So that my days have been spent in shame? 

It’s funny isn’t it? He goes from one emotion to another emotion. But remember what he has been through. Remember he did not choose to be God’s messenger. God choose him. And when he was a youth he began this. As he brought forth this message it was hard on him. Who wants to be the messenger of that, of the justice of God? Who wants to be the messenger of that? So cursed be the day that I was born. Why? Because finally God’s word regarding Israel that began in the days of Moses – and really began in the days of Abraham – but God’s word concerning Israel is finally here. It is finally coming to pass. And those last days are horrific. So “Cursed be the day that I was born.”

So then we come to Jeremiah 21. Now it is the reign of King Zedekiah. Now by the time of Zedekiah you have had the first siege of Jerusalem in 605 BC. You have had the second siege of Jerusalem in 597 BC. 10,000 have been taken out of Jerusalem and over into Babylon. Now it is King Zedekiah’s rule. Zedekiah sees the enemy outside the gates. Zedekiah wants to know what is going on. Zedekiah wants Jeremiah to pray.  And you are going to learn more about Zedekiah, and I want you to discover it for yourself. 

But he tells him, he wants him to pray. He sends these two men. So he sends Pashhur - a different one than chapter20, the genealogies tell you that – so he sends Pashhur and he si going to be mentioned again in 38:1. So you want to pay attention to this man. 
Jeremiah 38:1 

1 Now Shephatiah the son of Mattan, and Gedaliah the son of Pashhur, and Jucal the son of Shelemiah, and Pashhur the son of Malchijah heard the words that Jeremiah was speaking to all the people, saying, 

Jeremiah 38:2 

2 “Thus says the Lord, ‘He who stays in this city will die by the sword and by famine and by pestilence, but he who goes out to the Chaldeans will live and have his own life as booty and stay alive.’ 
We have already been marking those.

You come to Zephaniah who is the priest, Zephaniah is going to be mentioned in Jeremiah 29, 37, 52:24, Jeremiah 52 is the account of what happens:

Go to Jeremiah 52:24-25 

24 Then the captain of the guard took Seraiah the chief priest and Zephaniah the second priest, with the three officers of the temple.

25 He also took from the city one official who was overseer of the men of war, and seven of the king’s advisers who were found in the city, and the scribe of the commander of the army who mustered the people of the land, and sixty men of the people of the land who were found in the midst of the city. 

So these men who you are meeting here in chapter 21 are going to be mentioned again.

You come down and the Lord is speaking:

Jeremiah 21:5 

5 “I Myself (God) will war against you with an outstretched hand and a mighty arm, even in anger and wrath and great indignation. 

What kind of anger? Righteous anger. It doesn’t say that but if it is God it is a righteous anger. But He is going to do it in wrath. What kind of wrath? If it’s God it’s going to be a righteous wrath. If it is great indignation it is a righteous indignation. 

Jeremiah 21:6-7 

6 “I will also strike down the inhabitants of this city, both man and beast; they will die of a great pestilence.

7 “Then afterwards,” declares the Lord, “I will give over Zedekiah king of Judah and his servants and the people, even those who survive in this city from the pestilence, the sword and the famine, into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and into the hand of their foes and into the hand of those who seek their lives; and he will strike them down with the edge of the sword. He will not spare them nor have pity nor compassion.” ’ 

He is mentioning Nebuchadnezzar by name, the king of Babylon in the days of Zedekiah.

Now watch what He comes down and says in:

Jeremiah 21:11-12 

11 “Then say to the household of the king of Judah, (speak to the king; speak to the ruler) ‘Hear the word of the Lord,

12 O house of David, thus says the Lord: “Administer (what?) justice every morning; And deliver the person who has been robbed from the power of his oppressor, that My wrath may not go forth like fire And burn with none to extinguish it, Because of the evil of their deeds. 

I am telling you, there is still time Zedekiah. So this one, God that is the Potter that is going to break the vessel is a God of compassion, of longsuffering is saying to the King of Judah, “Still administer justice. Do what is right. And I won’t do it. (destroy you.) if you will do what I tell you to do.”

Remember that as we go along and watch Zedekiah.  

Remember that in your life. Maybe you deserve the just judgment of God. Maybe you deserve God to talk you to the divine woodshed. But what if you would repent? What if you would return? What if you would put away those broken cisterns that you dug, those holes in the ground to hold water? What if you returned to the fountain of living waters? And so he is saying:

Jeremiah 21:12 

12 O house of David, thus says the Lord: “Administer justice every morning; and deliver the person who has been robbed from the power of his oppressor, That My wrath may not go forth like fire And burn with none to extinguish it, Because of the evil of their deeds.
Then you come to chapter 22. We’ll look at it in a minute. He talks about justice 3 times in that chapter. He is calling them to justice. 

I want to look at several scriptures on justice.

Go to Psalm 97:1-2 

1 The Lord reigns (remember that glorious throne on high from the beginning), let the earth rejoice; Let the many islands be glad.

2 Clouds and thick darkness surround Him; righteousness and justice are the foundation of His throne. 

Let’s say this podium is His throne. Righteousness and justice are the foundation of His throne. His whole sovereignty and rulership is based on the face that God is righteousness, that He always does what is righteous. You can always trust Him. And He always just. He is always fair. That is why, precious one, there will be a judgment seat of Christ. 
Romans 14:10, 2 Corinthians 5:10 – as Christians we will stand before the judgment seat of Christ and give an account of the deeds that are done in our body. When Jesus comes He is coming in the clouds and great glory:
Revelation 22:12 

12 “Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to render to every man according to what he has done. 

He is giving according to our deeds because righteousness and justice are the foundation of His throne.

Look at Psalm 37: - this is a very interesting Psalm.

Psalm 37:1-3 

1 A Psalm of David. Do not fret because of evildoers, Be not envious toward wrongdoers.

2 For they will wither quickly like the grass And fade like the green herb.

3 Trust in the Lord and do good; Dwell in the land and cultivate faithfulness. 

Then he talks about what you must do. Then in verse 6:

Psalm 37:6 

6 He will bring forth your righteousness as the light and your judgment as the noonday. 

All these evildoers around you who seem to be winning, quit fretting. He will bring forth your righteousness. Why? Because the foundation of His throne is righteousness and justice.

Look at Psalm 37:27-28 

27 Depart from evil and do good, So you will abide forever. (You will not be destroyed)

28 For the Lord loves justice And does not forsake His godly ones; They are preserved forever, But the descendants of the wicked will be cut off. 

You may not get your way in the court. You may be dealt with unjustly, but 2 Thessalonians 1:8-9 

8 dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.

9 These will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power, 

But listen, you are to do justice and righteousness. And listen to me very carefully. You can not as a Christian sin and get away with it. 

Numbers 32:23 

23 “But if you will not do so, behold, you have sinned against the Lord, and be sure your sin will find you out. 

You can’t be told, “Get off drugs.” And stay on drugs and not reap the consequences. You can’t be told, “Get off alcohol.” And stay on alcohol and not reap the consequences. You are not a special child. God’s throne is based on righteousness and justice. So therefore you and I need to remember that judgment begins in the house of God. He wants us to be righteous.

Psalm 37:28-29 

28 For the Lord loves justice And does not forsake His godly ones; They are preserved forever, But the descendants of the wicked will be cut off.

29 The righteous will inherit the land and dwell in it forever. 

What land do you think He is talking about? The land of Israel, that will go down into Egypt, that will go over into Jordan that will go north into Syria and Lebanon –all the way over to the Euphrates. 

Psalm 106:3 

3 How blessed are those who keep justice, Who practice righteousness at all times! 

Listen, regardless of what has happened to you, regardless of what you have suffered, regardless of what you have been through, a just God has filtered it through His sovereign fingers of love, He has purpose in it and He expects you to live righteously and justly. You got it? You got it? This is what we are to do. 

3 How blessed are those who keep justice, who practice righteousness at all times! 

Go to Genesis 18:19 – where you find the first mention of righteousness. God is talking to Abraham. God is going to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah 

This is the foundation. This is the father of the nation of Israel.

Genesis 18:19 

19 “For I have chosen him, so that he may command his children and his household after him to keep the way of the Lord by doing righteousness and justice, so that the Lord may bring upon Abraham what He has spoken about him.” 

Let me ask you a question. Is there anything that you are hiding in your home? Is there anything that you wouldn’t want the kids to find in a drawer, the alcohol, or on the computer where you have gone to pornography or under the bed where certain things are that are not righteous, or into your bank account or into your mail? Is there anything that you kids could walk in your home and all of a sudden discover that it is unrighteous! He doesn’t want that.
Abraham is to command his household to keep the way of the Lord by doing righteousness and justice. 

We did a film for promotion for homeschoolers for our children’s ministry. 3 mothers where sitting in the control room watching their children on camera. Here are young kids that are being brought up in righteousness and justice and taught the word of God. That is what we are supposed to do. If you are not putting into your children the word of God, then shame on you because that is your job. It is not the job of the church or the school or the youth group. It is your job. God doesn’t mention the Sunday School or the youth group or the school; He mentions the parents. This is what we are to do.

Go to 2 Samuel – God expected this from the rulers.
2 Samuel 8:15 

15 So David reigned over all Israel; and David administered justice and righteousness for all his people. 

Remember as they defined the kings: he walked after his father, he did evil. But way down when Josiah  - he walked in all the way of who? His father David because he was administering righteousness and justice.

1 Kings 10:9 The queen of Sheba is awed with Solomon:

9 “Blessed be the Lord your God who delighted in you to set you on the throne of Israel; because the Lord loved Israel forever, therefore He made you king, to do justice and righteousness.” 

Isaiah 1:17 Isaiah mentions “justice” more than any Old Testament Prophets. 

Isaiah 1:16 “Wash yourselves, make yourselves clean; Remove the evil of your deeds from My sight. Cease to do evil, 

17 Learn to do good; Seek justice, Reprove the ruthless, Defend the orphan, Plead for the widow. 

All of that is wrapped up in justice. In justice you take care of the widow and the orphan. In justice don’t do the poor in. In justice you don’t make your laborers work for you and not pay them a fair wage. 

You don’t do that in justice.

Many churches are unjust toward their pastors and their workers because they expect them to do work for nothing. I’m not saying you spend a fortune on them but I am saying that it needs to be equitable.

Isaiah 61 this is the last mention of justice in Isaiah.

Isaiah 61:8 For I, the Lord, love justice, (He is just.) I hate robbery in the burnt offering(You’re coming to Me and you’re bringing me a burnt offering and you’re robbing Me at the same time.); And I will faithfully give them their recompense (He is just.) And make an everlasting covenant with them. 

“Injustice” is mentioned in Jeremiah 2:5 

5 Thus says the Lord, “What injustice did your fathers find in Me, That they went far from Me And walked after emptiness and became empty? 

What injustice did your Fathers find in Me that they walked away from Me? that they walked after emptiness and became empty. I am not injust.

Then God calls for justice among His people. 

So in Jeremiah 4:1 (It is also in verse 2)

1 “If you will return, O Israel,” declares the Lord, “Then you should return to Me. And if you will put away your detested things from My presence, And will not waver, 

I believe that God is speaking to someone here. I believe God is saying, “Put away your drugs, put away your alcohol. Put away your pornography. Put away your cheating, corruption, stealing, unjust ways. Put it away.

Jeremiah 4:2 And you will swear, ‘As the Lord lives (and He does),’ In truth, in justice and in righteousness; Then the nations will bless themselves in Him, And in Him they will glory.” 

Next to that write 5:1

Jeremiah 5:1 “Roam to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, And look now and take note. And seek in her open squares, If you can find a man, If there is one who does justice, who seeks truth, Then I will pardon her. 

But can He find someone like that? No. That is why in chapter 19 He breaks the pot because He can’t find it. 

Next to 5:1 put 7:5

Jeremiah 7:5 “For if you truly amend your ways and your deeds, if you truly practice justice between a man and his neighbor, 

He is not speaking to the king. He is speaking to those going in and out of the Lord’s house.
Jeremiah 7:6 if you do not oppress the alien, the orphan, or the widow, and do not shed innocent blood in this place, nor walk after other gods to your own ruin, 

Do you have an alien living next to you? Are you going to oppress him by driving him out of the land? God reminds Israel that they were once aliens.

6… do not oppress the alien, the orphan, or the widow, and do not shed innocent blood in this place, nor walk after other gods to your own ruin,

They were offering their children as sacrifices. Abortion, I believe, is a child offered on the altar of our convenience.
Jeremiah 7:6-7 

6 if you do not oppress the alien, the orphan, or the widow, and do not shed innocent blood in this place, nor walk after other gods to your own ruin, (I won’t break the pot.)

7 then I will let you dwell in this place, in the land that I gave to your fathers forever and ever. 

From there you need to go to Jeremiah 10:24 

24 Correct me, O Lord, but with justice; Not with Your anger, or You will bring me to nothing. 

Jeremiah is speaking. Correct me with justice.

 The next scripture is Jeremiah 12:1 

1 Righteous are You, O Lord, that I would plead my case with You; Indeed I would discuss matters of justice with You: Why has the way of the wicked prospered? Why are all those who deal in treachery at ease? 

God I have to talk to you about this because it doesn’t seem right. And so he is bringing it to God.
Jeremiah 21:12 

12 O house of David, thus says the Lord: “Administer justice (isn’t that what David did? Yes) every morning; And deliver the person who has been robbed from the power of his oppressor, That My wrath may not go forth like fire And burn with none to extinguish it, Because of the evil of their deeds. 

Next to that write Jeremiah 22:3. This is God’s word to the kings. 

Jeremiah 22:11 For thus says the Lord in regard to Shallum the son of Josiah, king of Judah, who became king in the place of Josiah his father, who went forth from this place, “He will never return there; 

Jeremiah 22:13 

13 “Woe to him (Jehoiakim) who builds his house without righteousness And his upper rooms without justice, Who uses his neighbor’s services without pay And does not give him his wages,, 

24 “As I live,” declares the Lord, “even though Coniah the son of Jehoiakim king of Judah were a signet ring on My right hand, yet I would pull you off;

What does He say to the kings in general:

3 ‘Thus says the Lord, (to the kings, servants and those who enter the gates) “Do justice and righteousness, and deliver the one who has been robbed from the power of his oppressor. Also do not mistreat or do violence to the stranger, the orphan, or the widow; and do not shed innocent blood in this place. 

4 “For if you men will indeed perform this thing, then kings will enter the gates of this house, sitting in David’s place on his throne, riding in chariots and on horses, even the king himself and his servants and his people. 

In other words, if you will just do justice, if you’ll just do righteousness, this is what will happen.

Jeremiah 22:13-15 

13 “Woe to him who builds his house without righteousness And his upper rooms without (what?) justice, Who uses his neighbor’s services without pay And does not give him his wages,

14 Who says, ‘I will build myself a roomy house With spacious upper rooms, And cut out its windows, Paneling it with cedar and painting it bright red.’

15 “Do you become a king because you are competing in cedar? Did not your father (who is his father? Josiah) eat and drink And do justice and righteousness? Then it was well with him. 

It was well with Josiah.

Jeremiah 23:5 

5 “Behold, the days are coming,” declares the Lord, “When I will raise up for David a righteous Branch; And He will reign as king and act wisely And do (what?) justice and righteousness in the land. 

Who is this righteous king?

Jeremiah 33:15 

15 ‘In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch of David to spring forth; and He shall execute justice and righteousness on the earth. 

But now listen, when He comes to execute justice and righteousness on the earth, He is coming in judgment. This earth will reel with the judgment that comes upon the face of the earth. 

He is coming. How are you and I to live? We are to live as our God would have us live, in righteousness and dealing justly with all people, not hiding our sin, not covering our sin.

Numbers 32:23 “But if you will not do so, behold, you have sinned against the Lord, and be sure your sin will find you out. 

But by being righteous, because righteousness exalts Him and He judges all those who suppress His righteousness in their ungodly living. 
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