Jeremiah, Pt 1

Lesson 5

Our God is Different From All Other Gods

Pete DeLacy


Ho w do you choose your role model? How do you choose your friends? Is it because they are good-looking? Wealthy? Popular? Powerful or influential? What are the qualities that make you look up to someone else. Well, as we have looked at Jeremiah 10-12 this week, the Judah had a hard time picking role models. They looked up to and worshipped all the wrong things. In fact you may remember that American philosopher, Forrest Gump, who had a saying he got from his momma. “Stupid is and stupid does.”  If there was anything Judah was doing, it was being stupid because anyone who would go after an idol such as this had to be stupid. And that is what Jeremiah said, “You have to be stupid to look at an idol that you cut from a tree with your own hands and shaped with your own hands and then decorated with your own hands and then nailed it with a hammer and nails with your own hands so that it wouldn’t fall over with your own hands, and then bow down and worship it. You are stupid  to do that.” And he is right. 
Israel before (in time) Judah had this problem of looking around them and choosing to do this. In fact here in this chapter, one of the most important phrases is (I think) the message, ‘not to learn the way of the nations.’ And what is the way of the nations?

In this chapter it continues on that it was about those idols. But if we would go back and review what we have seen in Jeremiah so far, we would remember some other things. We would learn that Israel was on the road to Egypt or the road to Assyria to drink from the rivers of the Nile or from the River Euphrates. Do you remember that? In other words, they were going to trust in other nations. That will help me if I am allied with this nation or that nation. We know that this book was written in the days of Josiah, and if we go back to our studies of the Kings and Chronicles we might recall that Josiah in 609 BC choose to go out to challenge Pharaoh Neco of Egypt who was on his way to assist Assyria against Babylon.  The timing of all of this what when the Babylonian empire was reaching some ascendancy over the Assyrian empire which had been the dominant empire within the region for a number of years.  Assyria, of course, was the nation that took Israel into captivity.  And Babylon was rising up. It had been a province of Assyria. They had actually battled at Ninevah. Then they moved further up the River to a place called Carchemish where there was great battle. And here came Pharaoh Neco and he is allied with Assyria and Josiah goes against him. What happens to Josiah in that battle? He is killed. Even the king of Egypt said, “Even your God said for you not to come and do this. Listen to your God.”  But alliances like that were the order of the day. “Who is the biggest and baddest and the most powerful nation? I know; I’ll make them your friend?
Well, how do you know make friends with another nation? What do you do? You can pay them tribute; you can be their servant. Or you can start to act like them, and they’ll say, “Oh, they are just like us. They will fit in nicely with us.” And not only do they trust in another nation but they trusted in fortified cities in the same way. Assyria trusted in Ninevah. Then they had to trust in Heron. Each one of those cities was reduced. The city didn’t protect them. The fortified cities of Israel didn’t protect them against Assyria. And all though Israel thought the fortified cities protected them against Assyria – remember the days of Hezekiah when the Assyrians came down and attacked Judah? It wasn’t the fortified city, or they might have thought so. It was God!

So if you start to trust in, “Oh, our cities will protect us,” then you like the other nations because the other nations think their cities will protect them. 

And so what do other nations do that Judah might become like? Well, the other nations had prophets. But those nations weren’t speaking for God. They were false prophets. And the other nations had sacrificial systems. You could make sacrifices to your gods, and Israel could make sacrifices. So they fit in. We have system of worship. 

But there was one thing that was quite different about Israel. Israel’s God claimed to be the only God. In the culture of the time, there was a thing called henotheism – worshipping one god while acknowledging the existence of other gods.  Israel was different. What was different with Israel? “There is one God. There are no other gods.”  Henotheism said, “Yes, I will worship Molech, but there is also Chemnosh and Asherah and other gods. “Even though this is my god, yes, there are other gods.” You remember the story of the ark being taken captive? And they took the ark and were did they place it? In the temple of Dagon. So they are worshipping Dagon but they are not denying that there is a God of Israel. “Yes, there is a God of Israel too along with our god. We will not deny our god by worshipping Israel’s God; we will just add Israel’s God to our power base.” See, if I can capture your God and put Him in my temple, I not only (under this theory of henotheism) I not only have the strength of my god, but I also gain the strength of your God. So the more idols I can get, the stronger I am because the more gods I have.” That is the prevailing culture of the time of Jeremiah.
Now you would think, “Certainly, that has gone away.” But you know that is not true. You know that exists in the world today. There are places in the world that have many, many gods. So there is not just worship of one God, there is worship of many gods. And even in our culture today, “Oh, there are many paths to the Lord. Whatever is right for you.” So they actually practice a form of henotheism today in that they say, “There is this god and that god and that god, too.” We may call them by different names.

So how do you choose your role models and how do you choose your friends. What do you do in order to do that? 

If you are going to worship gods like the other nations, if you are going to trust in fortified cities like the other nations, you are going to build alliances with other nations like the other nations, you start to look like the other nations, don’t you? There is just one small problem. What God told Israel in His revelation to Israel was that He is different. He is different. So when you compare the nation of Israel with all the other nations, there is a huge difference because their gods are different. That is what chapter 10 was going after in terms of the differences.

What are the differences? I just described it: they are cut by hand, they are crafted by hand, decorated by hand, fastened by hand. They can’t speak. They must be carried; they can’t walk. Don’t fear them; they can’t do harm. They can’t do any good. If you remember Isaiah 40, this same thing was described there. Isaiah brought the same message. And there are at least two Psalms: 115 and 135 that say the same thing. In fact, I like how Psalm 115 says it the best.

Psalm 115:5-8 

5 They have mouths, but they cannot speak; They have eyes, but they cannot see;

6 They have ears, but they cannot hear; They have noses, but they cannot smell;

7 They have hands, but they cannot feel; They have feet, but they cannot walk; They cannot make a sound with their throat.

8 Those who make them will become like them, Everyone who trusts in them.  

You will lose your ability to hear and see and speak truth. What was missing? Truth. If you worship an idol and bow down to it, you will become just like it. Deaf, dumb and blind.

That is an interesting thing to think about because what did God say about His people. They don’t hear Me when I talk. And because they do that, I’m not going to hear them when they talk. Why should I listen? Why do they do that? Are they trying to spite Me when they do that? Do they think that they are somehow going to get even with Me by doing that? What childishness, what silly nonsense, what immaturity, that it there. But the God that we have is the maker of the heavens and the earth, the Creator God. If you remember and you go back to Genesis chapter 1 and look at creation account. 
Genesis 1:3-4 

3 Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light.
4 God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 

He spoke things into being. He didn’t send messages by prophets; He spoke the world into being. Then He saw the light and said it was good. It wasn’t just that He could know what was going on, but the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob is different. Which one of those hunks of tree that was carved and decorated could speak things into existence, could see the hearts of men.

2 Chronicles 16:9 

9 “For the eyes of the Lord move to and fro throughout the earth that He may strongly support those whose heart is completely His. You have acted foolishly in this. Indeed, from now on you will surely have wars.” 

There are several places where that phrase is used. It is rather interesting when you look at it. It says:

Psalm 33:18 

18 Behold, the eye of the Lord is on those who fear Him, On those who hope for His lovingkindness, 

Psalm 34:15 

15 The eyes of the Lord are toward the righteous and His ears are open to their cry. 

Proverbs 5:21 

21 For the ways of a man are before the eyes of the Lord, And He watches all his paths. 

And to bring it into Jeremiah when he says I don’t know why the wicked prosper:

Proverbs 15:3 

3 The eyes of the Lord are in every place, watching the evil and the good. 

See, it is not just a matter of knowing what is going on. God is superintending over everything. 

“God is not the author of evil. I know that Bible says that.” But do you remember the days of Noah.

Genesis 6:5-6 

5 Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.

6 The Lord was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart. 

Which of those idols would react in such a way, that he was grieved in his heart? The God of Israel is different than the gods of all those nations. 
In fact, in terms of speaking to us, I am reminded of Hebrews.

Hebrews 1:1-2 

1 God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways,

2 in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the world. 

And if you really want to see a difference of all the gods of all the nations and our God, look at the difference in Jesus. Remember the book of Hebrews tells us how Jesus is better than… He is better than the angels. He is better than Moses. He is a better High Priest. Right? Right. And that is just in comparison to the Old Testament covenant of the Law. But here we are talking about how our God is better than all the other gods of all the other nations. 

So:

1) A different quality. There is a qualitative difference. So why would you go after such a thing? Well, because you are stupid. ( Well, that is what it says.

Jeremiah 10:8 

8 But they are altogether stupid and foolish in their discipline of delusion—their idol is wood! 

That word that is translate “delusion” is the same Hebrew word that shows up all through the book of Ecclesiastes is “vanity.” If you studied Ecclesiastes you saw it was foolishness, vapor, nothing. And that is what he is saying. It is same Hebrew word. It means the same thing.

They are altogether stupid, foolish and deluded because they are worshipping a hunk of wood. Yet, they have the living God. They have the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. They have the One who has made the earth, by whose wrath the earth quakes and all the other attributes that you looked at in the lesson and discussed.

So why would someone burn incense to a hunk of wood covered in silver and dressed in purple?  When in fact you have a God really, really smells the sweet aroma of the things which He calls sweet aroma which is not burning an actual piece of incense. What are the things that God says are sweet aroma.
Here are some interesting cross-references for you.

2 Corinthians 2:14-15 

14 But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and manifests through us the sweet aroma of the knowledge of Him in every place.

15 For we are a fragrance of Christ to God among those who are being saved and among those who are perishing; 

Now that is an interesting couple of verses. What does it tell us? It tells us when any of us goes and tells anyone else of the knowledge of God, that comes to God as a sweet aroma, a fragrance, which is clearly far superior to burning incense in front of a wooden object. 

So our sharing our faith, our sharing the truth is a fragrance to God.

Philippians 4:18 

18 But I have received everything in full and have an abundance; I am amply supplied, having received from Epaphroditus what you have sent, a fragrant aroma, an acceptable sacrifice, well-pleasing to God. 

The context of that is giving. One part of the body had taken up an offering to go and help another part of the body. That was a sweet aroma to God. So not only is our sharing of faith a sweet aroma to God, but so is our giving to help others. It is a giving unto the Lord for the work of the Lord is a pleasing act to him.

You may be familiar with Revelation 8:3-4 

3 Another angel came and stood at the altar, holding a golden censer; and much incense was given to him, so that he might add it to the prayers of all the saints on the golden altar which was before the throne.

4 And the smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints, went up before God out of the angel’s hand. 

I take from that prayer to God is a sweet aroma that is pleasing to Him.

So instead of bending over to a some little stupid wooden idol that has been tacked down so it doesn’t fall over, instead of burning incense to that, we can send up a fragrant aroma to our real powerful living heavenly Father by prayer, by giving and by sharing our faith. Isn’t that interesting? 

So what is true worship? Not bowing down to an idol. True worship to God is exercised at least in those 3 ways because our God does see and hear and smell.

We might say, “Aren’t you getting a little anthropomorphic quality to God?” I’ve heard some really bad teaching about God being 6 feet tall and all those kinds of things. But the scriptures say these things come before Him as a pleasing aroma. If the scripture says that I don’t have to say He has a nose like mine but He certainly receives those in the same way that I would have a pleasant aroma in front of my physical nose. 

So why in the world, if we look at that, and we do this comparison with other places in Scripture, why in the world would anyone envy one of the gods of all those other nations – why would Moloch, or Chemosh or Milcom or Asherah, Baal – why would they be envied. Why would you say, “I’ve got the God of Israel but oh I wish I had….”  What would make some one think, “I think I really need to have that too.” What would make them choose as a role model the worship of another nation? Do they just want to fit in? Do they just want to be like the other nations because, “They don’t like me because I’m different. Do I really have to be different? Dad, can’t I just do what the other kids do?” You think about that. You go all the way back to the forming of the nation of God, that qualitatively different God also has a different relationship. 

2) a different relationship with His people. 

It’s not just an idol to be worshipped by whoever. This God says, “I’m gong to have a relationship with you.” And He does it on the basis of covenant. 
Oh, that Genesis 12:1-3 

1 Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go forth from your country, and from your relatives And from your father’s house, To the land which I will show you;

2 And I will make you a great nation, And I will bless you, And make your name great; And so you shall be a blessing;

3 And I will bless those who bless you, And the one who curses you I will curse. And in you all the families of the earth will be blessed.” 

I made a covenant with you. So there is a qualitatively different God and a different relationship. And that covenant relationship requires some certain things. We studied it:
Exodus 20:2-4 

2 “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.

3 “You shall have no other gods before Me.

4 “You shall not make for yourself an idol, or any likeness of what is in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the water under the earth. 

Why? Because He is a jealous God. Qanna – Jealous. That is the Hebrew term.

What is jealousy? You are mine and I’m not sharing you with anybody. God is not envious. He’s not looking at someone else saying, “I wish I had what he had.” Think about that for a second. (
 God can’t be envious. How can God envy anything or any person? God is the Creator and owner of everything. He can’t be envious but He sure can be jealous. He can say, “You’re mine, and I’m not sharing you with anybody.” And that concept that we have looked at – that God has in a sense taken Israel as a wife, right, and if she decides to go and fool around with someone else, it’s called adultery. If she is taking pay it is harlotry. In this case, Israel is doing both. She’s not just an adulterous; she is doing it for pay. And we could go back to Kings and Chronicles where in fact Israel actually gave money (they did it the other way around). The idea is that those gods don’t have anything that God doesn’t have. He doesn’t envy those gods but He is jealous for the one that is betrothed to Him. 

So it can’t be envy. How could they be envious? So maybe they want to worship those other gods because they’re fearful. “If I don’t worship the god, Milcom, bad stuff is going to happen to me. Maybe if I can appease the god, Chemosh, then everything will go ok. Well, there are those other gods of the moon, stars, earthquake, wind, rain, lightening… I probably ought to - just to cover my bets – I’ll worship them all. Then I’ll have favor with all – oh and the god of fertility. Maybe I need to cover all of those bases because I just want to be safe.  What can it hurt? I’ve still got my God. But I also have all of these other gods. So they set up idols in the temple of the Lord. What are they doing? They are covering all their bases. Are they fearful? Fearful of who?  
Had God withheld rain so they thought they needed to appease the rain god? Yes, God had withheld rain.  Why?
Deuteronomy 11:10-14 

10 “For the land, into which you are entering to possess it, is not like the land of Egypt from which you came, where you used to sow your seed and water it with your foot like a vegetable garden.

11 “But the land into which you are about to cross to possess it, a land of hills and valleys, drinks water from the rain of heaven,

12 a land for which the Lord your God cares; the eyes of the Lord your God are always on it, from the beginning even to the end of the year.

13 “It shall come about, if you listen obediently to my commandments which I am commanding you today, to love the Lord your God and to serve Him with all your heart and all your soul,

14 that He will give the rain for your land in its season, the early and late rain, that you may gather in your grain and your new wine and your oil. 

God controls the rain. God withheld the rain because of disobedience. How many places? Go back to Solomon dedicating the temple. What did he say? If they were disobedient, the sky would become like bronze. God had done that. The problem was, Israel hadn’t figured out what the problem was. They hadn’t figured out that it was their disobedience that had caused the drought. They thought it was because they hadn’t appeased the rain god. Wrong solution to the problem.  “Let’s go appease all these other gods. I’ll worship them so they will help me.” But God had made a covenant that said ‘no other gods.’ 

Or maybe it was a desire to fit in like everyone else. Let’s go back to the days of Samuel. They said (after the period of the judges.) Samuel is getting old and his sons aren’t doing a great job of being judges and they’re a little upset about that. So they said, “We’re tired of this judge’s nonsense. Give us the king like all the other nations have.” Samuel was a little upset about that. But God said, 
1 Samuel 8:7 

7 The Lord said to Samuel, “Listen to the voice of the people in regard to all that they say to you, for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected Me from being king over them. 

So they wanted a king like everyone else. Who do they get? Saul who was head and shoulders taller than anyone else. Just the kind of guy you want to be the king over your nation so when everyone looked at your king, they would say, “Wow, look at him. They have a king.”

What was the problem with Saul? Heart. 

David was just a lad. But what was his quality that endured him to God? A man after God’s own heart.

Acts 13:22 

22 “After He had removed him, He raised up David to be their king, concerning whom He also testified and said, ‘I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after My heart, who will do all My will.’ 

Being like the other nations could be a motivator. It could be fear. It could be envy. It could be “I just want to fit in.”  I want to wear the cool clothes. What is in fashion this year? Anybody buying what is in fashion? See, you want to fit in. its true, we do. What about popular hair styles? Sure we want to fit in. it’s a human trait of community. There isn’t anything wrong with fitting it, it’s what you will compromise with fitting in. being part of a group and being attractively dressed – there’s nothing wrong with that. It’s what you compromise with to fit in. Mostly where you end up compromising when you’re choosing your friend or your role model is in behavior. That is where the big compromise comes in.

“Oh, I can look at that. It won’t bother me. Oh, I can listen to those words on that CD. That won’t bother me. oh, I can watch that television program, that doesn’t affect me.” and little by little by little, those things that God clearly calls sin in His word become part of our lives to the degree that we don’t even recognize it. There are enough people in this audience as old as I am who perhaps remember what the standard was for television and movies were in the 1950’s. How far we have come in what doesn’t bother us and what we look at and how far we have compromised.  There are those in this day in age who will tell us that there are far more important issues that the Bible calls sin that we begin to wonder  - well, maybe it’s not so bad if…….fill in the blank. 
Compromise in behavior to fit in, to be like the other nations. In Israel’s case, what were they doing? It was the idolatry. It was the behavior and oh, there was that god Moloch, that temple down there in the valley of Ben-Hinnom? Do you remember that one? To be like all the other nations, we should sacrifice our children. Because then we will worship the same god that everyone else worships. I’m sure there’s a rational explanation for why that’s ok. What can it hurt? It can’t hurt.
But that covenant relationship with God says to Israel, “If you don’t do what I tell you to do, there’s consequences. 

The consequences for Israel for disobedience was to be slung out of the land. 

Jeremiah 10:18 

18 For thus says the Lord, “Behold, I am slinging out the inhabitants of the land At this time, And will cause them distress, That they may be found.” 

Because there was a covenantal relationship there were consequences. It wasn’t that there were a set of do’s and don’t (and there certainly were) but remember how they were framed in Deuteronomy as blessings and curses? One of curses was to be tossed out of the land so that they would know there was a God in Israel who had a special relationship, who was qualitatively different than all the other gods, who cared about them living according to the pattern that He had given them because they had a purpose in the world. So not only did they have a God that was qualitatively different and not only did they have a different relationship with their God , but they had a different purpose as a nation.

#3 A different purpose for His people.

They had a purpose on earth as God’s people. It was to be a light to the Gentiles, that the world may know God. The reason for them to live a holy life:

Leviticus 11:44-45 

44 ‘For I am the Lord your God. Consecrate yourselves therefore, and be holy, for I am holy. And you shall not make yourselves unclean with any of the swarming things that swarm on the earth.

45 ‘For I am the Lord who brought you up from the land of Egypt to be your God; thus you shall be holy, for I am holy.’ ” 

…was to show the world what holiness was. They were to demonstrate to everyone in the world how they really should be. 

That’s what you get right at the end where it says:

Jeremiah 12:16 

16 “Then if they will really learn the ways of My people, to swear by My name, ‘As the Lord lives,’ even as they taught My people to swear by Baal, they will be built up in the midst of My people. 

There was a different purpose. The nations were to learn from Israel, not Israel to learn from the nations. 
Is there a parallel; is there a lesson in there for us? What would that lesson be? What do we know from the New Testament? What do we know about church? Oh, let’s see. I’m sure some where in there, there was some sort of commandment given to us? 

Remember the debate? What is the greatest commandment?

Matthew 22:37-39 

37 And He said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’

38 “This is the great and foremost commandment.

39 “The second is like it, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 

Do you remember that when Jesus answered that?

John 13:34  - but  then He gave a new commandment.

34 “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another. 

You see the purpose of God’s people today is to demonstrate love to the world. The kind of love Jesus had for us, we are to love one another.

John 13:35 

35 “By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

That is what will distinguish us – by how we love. We’re not to learn how the nations love. They don’t love, they lust. We are not to learn how the nations do things; they are to learn from us. We are to teach them what it means to have real love. 

And also, I think, besides that great commandment, there was also a thing called the great commission.

Matthew 28:19-20 

19 “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,

20 teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” 

So the purpose of the people of God today is to show what God is like through our love of one another and our neighbor and of our God AND to make disciples teaching them about God. That is our purpose. That purpose what Israel’s purpose. They may not have known the name Jesus, but their love of God and their holy behavior and their lives were to reflect the reality of God. Remember, Jesus said, “If you’ve seen Me, you’ve seen the Father.”

John 14:9 

9 Jesus said to him, “Have I been so long with you, and yet you have not come to know Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; how can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 

So the qualities and characteristics of Jesus are the qualities and characteristics of the Father that the Old Testament Israelites are dealing with – the same truths about God. They were to show that to the world. 

Remember the Sermon on the Mount?

Matthew 5:13 

13 “You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt has become tasteless, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled under foot by men. 

Matthew 5:14 

14 “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden; 
Matthew 5:15 

15 nor does anyone light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. 

That was Israel’s call to be that light. But they chose to be like everyone else. Those are the compromises that we have to guard against. It’s not a matter of fashion – doing something fancy with your hair, clothes…  that wasn’t the issue. It wasn’t what the Jews wore. That’s not how we learn about God. Well, you do learn a little about God in terms of modesty. But it really has to do with how we act. We act in love and in concert with God’s words. Or we shall be like Forrest Gump when he says – stupid. Because stupid is as stupid does.  So if we want to do stupid things it will prove that we are stupid. It’s not a matter of IQ. It’s not a matter of education. It’s a matter of obedience of God to what God says. If you don’t do it you’re stupid. It’s a hard message. They don’t really want to hear it that way. But the reality is we are talking about ourselves. If we do that, if we compromise what God has set before us in terms of His holiness and how we should live, honoring Him and trusting Him and not in alliances, fortified cities and other gods, then we are among all people stupid and foolish living in our delusions. And so the challenge that I think Jeremiah offers to Judah is the challenge I think he’s presenting to us is not having all these other gods but having one God alone. A God, by the way, in whom we are in covenant with. 

We have a covenant relationship.

Our God is qualitatively different.
He is relationally different. 

He clearly has a different purpose for us.

Bottom line message: 

John 17:15 

15 “I do not ask You to take them out of the world, but to keep them from the evil one. 

Protect them from idols who can’t speak? No.  Remember they can’t do anything.  But, the evil one. Behind every idol is demonic work. Those other gods are the work of demons.

You remember that satan can disguise himself as an angel of light. If he can do that can not his messengers do likewise? There are things that go on in this world that are subtle, but if they look good, it’s a disguise. So we have this issue of living in the world but not being sucked in by world values.

James 4:4 

4 You adulteresses, do you not know that friendship with the world is hostility toward God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. 

 I believe that the message here is: if I conform to the world’s way of thinking and acting, then I have become a friend of the world.
If you ask yourself, what is the purpose of church? Are we to be changed by the culture or are we to be culture-changers in the world? Are we to spread the love of Christ and the message of salvation through Christ alone through faith alone. That there is redemption from sins, that there is forgiveness. Where is that come from? Chemosh, Milcom, Asherah or the living God, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of Israel who set His only begotten Son that we might have that personal relationship. That’s why we say Christianity is a relationship and not a religion because we have a relationship with a different God who has a different purpose for our lives. That I believe is the underlying message of Jeremiah 10, 11, 12 for us to take home this week and for us to remember that we are supposed to be different in the way we love, in the way we live, that we shine as alight in our generation, that we influence the world in our culture of scripture, that we make a difference that people know that there is a God in heaven and He has a Son and His name in Jesus. Let’s live that way this week. 

Jeremiah Part One Lesson Five     1

