Chronology of Josiah’s Reforms
At 16 years of age…
	2 Chron 34
	Began to Seek the LORD


At 20…

	2 Chron 34
	Judah, Jerusalem: Began to purge high places, Asherim, carved & molten images

	2 Chron 34
	Northern Kingdom: Tore down Baals, etc, burned idols, bones of priests


At 26…

	2 Chron 34
	Began to repair the house of the LORD

	2 Kings 22
	Josiah trusted the priests: No accounting, because they were faithful

	2 Chron 34
	Hilkiah, the priest, found the book of the Law by Moses 

Josiah heard the words of the law: tore his clothes b/c God’s wrath is great, our fathers have not observed the LORD’s words!

	2 Chron 34
	Josiah sent men to “inquire of the LORD” for me, remnant in Israel & Judah

                   Huldah, prophetess

1. God: I am bringing UNQUENCHABLE evil on this place b/c they have forsaken Me, burned incense to other gods to provoke Me to anger

2. Josiah will die “in peace” b/c his heart was tender, he humbled himself before God when he heard the words against this place

	2 Chron 34
	Josiah read words of the law to all the people at God’s house

	2 Chron 34
	Josiah made a covenant: 

1. walk after the LORD 

2.  keep His commandments with all his heart, soul

Josiah made all who were present to stand with him. 



	2 Kings 23
	Jerusalem: Josiah commanded priests to bring out of the temple all the vessels made for Baal, Asherah, all the host of heaven…burned them outside in Kidron, carried ashes to Bethel.

Broke down houses of male cult prostitutes in the house of the LORD, where women were weaving hangings for Asherah

Broke down roof altars, high places of Ahaz, Manasseh, Solomon!

	2 Kings 23
	Judah: broke down high places of the gates, defiled Topheth (Molech)
          Burned “chariots of the sun” 

	2 Kings 23

1 Kings 13
	Northern Kingdom: Broke down Jereboam’s altar at Bethel…according to the word of the LORD!

	2 Chron 34
	Josiah removed all the abominations from all the lands belonging to the sons of Israel and made all who were present in Israel to serve the LORD their God. Throughout his lifetime (13 more years), they did not turn from following the LORD God of their fathers.

	2 Chron 35
	Josiah celebrated the Passover 

   Moved the holy ark into the house

Josiah contributed to the lay people 33,000 sacrificial animals

His officers contributed 2,900 sacrificial animals

Levites contributed 5,500 sacrificial animals

Passover celebration done according to Moses, David, Josiah

…nothing like it since the days of Samuel, the prophet!


