Psalm 119

Eight primary terms used in Ps 119 for the Word of God are used as rough synonyms, but each has its own shade of meaning. 

Law  
Rule of Conduct, not just talked about, but to order a person’s life, constant guide. It has the basic biblical meaning of instruction by God about how to live in His will in order to please Him. There is nothing arbitrary or capricious about the law.

Testimony 
is often synonymous with covenant. God commands His people to bear witness to His character. His testimonies bear witness to our hearts what is righteous.
Precept (or statute, same Hebrew term) refers to a revealed command that is to be guarded, obeyed.

Commandment 
designates a Commander’s order to be obeyed. It carries the authority of the one who issued it, so God’s commandments are the key to victory-- won only by strict, diligent obedience to His commands.
Judgment 
identifies a decision by God about issues of human behavior. His judgments are not made as bad behavior emerges but were made in advance against particular lines of conduct.

Statute, Ordinance (a different Hebrew term than statute/precept above) 

Engraved, clearly drawn as in a map which shows the proper path to be taken. Not confined to written law.
Word 
The actual spoken, written pronouncement from the mouth of God-- A SURE Word!
Way
The way God walks in holiness...as He would have us walk on the King’s Highway.
The Believer’s 8 Responsibilities
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1) We’re to love Scripture (vs. 97,159)

2) We’re to value Scripture (vs. 72, 128)

3) We’re to study Scripture (vs. 7,12, 26, 27)

4) We’re to memorize Scripture (vs. 11)

5) We’re to meditate on Scriptures (vs. 15, 23, 48)

6) We’re to trust Scripture (vs. 42)

7) We’re to obey Scripture (vs. 1 - 8)

8) We’re to declare/share Scripture (vs. 13, 26)
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LOVING-KINDNESS

Hesed
חֶסֶד (ḥesed) kindness, loving-kindness, mercy (kjv). steadfast love, loyalty (rsv), lovingkindness, kindness, love (nasb), unfailing love. (niv)

ḥesed is practiced in an ethically binding relationship of relatives, hosts, allies, friends and rulers. It is fidelity to covenantal obligations. While a loving relationship is present, the ḥesed is freely given. “Freedom of decision” is essential. The central feature is that the help is vitally needed, someone is in a position to help, and the helper does so in his own freedom. The care of Saul’s body by the men of Jabesh-Gilead seems clearly to have been a free act of kindness. God’s love is not merely a factor in a covenant, rather the covenant is the sign and expression of his love.

Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament

FAITHFULNESS: hesed is associated with endurance, that which stands firm, can be trusted, stable amid the unsettling circumstances of life, realized that God’s truth has established them (Ps 119:30). We have a deeply rooted reliance upon God, because of His justice and wisdom in running the universe.

Our Father Abraham, Jewish Roots of the Christian Faith
 by Marvin Wilson


LOYAL
fidelity

devoted attachment

affection

allegiance
constancy

dependability

commitment to a course of action
relentless
STORK Hebrew word, hasida, rooted in hesed, “loving-kindness”. Its Hebrew name reflects the character of the bird which is noted for its special kindness to its young. They return to Israel each spring to occupy their old nests. One account tells of a stork’s devotion during a raging fire in the city of Delft. After unsuccessful attempts to carry off her young, she chose to remain and perish with them rather than leave them to their fate alone. While the stork is distinguished for her affection, the ostrich is noted for her indifference to her young. 





LOYALTY: Using difficult times to demonstrate my commitment to God and to those He has called me to serve.


Greater love has no man than this: that one lay down his life for his friends.        John 15:13





TREACHEROUS


infidelity


hypocrisy


traitorousness


betrayal


fickle


undependable


false-hearted








