THE GOOD, THE BAD AND THE UGLY – LESSON 1
“Reconstructing Your Life”

Kay Arthur, Teacher

 Do you realize, my friend, what you have accomplished, what you are about to finish?   You are about to finish ten courses on the kings and the prophets.  You have seen what God has done from the days of Saul (really David, when we start in Kings), all the way—what God has done from the kings of Israel.  You under-

stand about Saul; you understand about David, you understand about Solomon.  You understand about the division of the kingdom.  You know about the kings of the north, and you know about the kings of the south.  You have seen the Northern Kingdom go into captivity in 722 B.C.   And now we’re standing on the brink of the Babylonian captivity.  You saw it; you read about it, you studied it when God shows Habakkuk what is going to come to pass.  Now, precious ones, we are about to walk through that.  

What is the theme for the lesson today as we studied Manasseh?  We could very simply say, “It’s the lessons we learn from the life of Manasseh.”  But I rather call it this, “How do you reconstruct a life when you’ve made a mess of it?”  This is a message that we need to understand, because there are so many people out there that have not listened to God.  There are so many people who have turned aside from His precepts and from His statutes.  They have forgotten that there is a God in heaven, and that we are to honor Him as God, and to walk in His statutes, to fear Him, to keep His commandments.  If we don’t, there are consequences to bear. Whether you believe in God or not does not alter the fact that He exists.  The question is, then, “How do you reconstruct a life?  How do you put a life back together again after you have made a mess of it?”  This is what we are going to look at. 

Go to 2 Chronicles 33.  I want you to remember, as we talk about “How do you reconstruct a life that you have made a mess of?” that we are going to see eight truths, eight precepts of life that can keep you from this destruction.  We are going to see eight truths and precepts that can either keep you from destruction, or help you reconstruct the destruction you brought upon yourself.  You need to remember that destruction is always self-inflicted.  You need to know, and you need to understand that.  Destruction is always self-inflicted, because God always has a way out of every situation.  God always has a way of victory.  God always has a way of triumph.  In 1 Corinthians 10:13, He tells us that there is no temptation or trial or testing that has come into your life but that God is faithful, and He is able to deliver you out of that temptation.  He is able to keep you from stumbling.  He is able to help you walk as more than a conqueror.  So there is a way of escape.  This is what we need to see.

If we have not escaped, if we have been trapped because we did not listen to God, then you and I need to know, also, that there is healing.  There is healing because God’s name is Jehovah-rapha, the LORD God that heals.  There is healing, and there is the promise of Romans 8:28-30, which says that God, because He is sovereign, keeps on causing all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose.  This is not a promise for the world, but this is a promise for those who believe in Jesus Christ.  This is a promise to those who receive Jesus Christ.  So God promises that all things will work together for good (they will result in good) to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose.  Why?  Because whom God foreknew He predestined.  He marked out beforehand for you and me to become conformed to the image of His son.  So one way or another, we’re going to be able to be conformed to the image of His son.  

Turn to2 Chronicles 33:1.  “Manasseh was twelve years old when he became king, and he reigned fifty-five years in Jerusalem. (2) He did evil in the sight of the LORD according to the abominations of the nations whom the LORD dispossessed before the sons of Israel. (3) For he rebuilt the high places which Hezekiah has father had broken down;” [If you have been studying with us through Kings and Chronicles, you knew that there was a revival under Hezekiah.  If you’re doing your homework, and you’re in a class and discussing this, you discussed the fact that there was a revival during the days of Hezekiah.  When Hezekiah came to power, the first thing that he did was he went in and cleaned out the temples.  He got rid of the altars.  He called the people back to worship the Lord.  He went not only to the Southern Kingdom, the kingdom he was king over, but he went to the Northern Kingdom, and gave them a chance to repent before they were taken captive by the Assyrians.  So we know that Manasseh comes from a godly heritage.  

Yet we know from 33:2 that “he did evil in the sight of the LORD.”  How did he do evil?  (3) “For he rebuilt the high places which Hezekiah his father had broken down; he also erected altars for the Baals and made Asherim, and worshiped all the host of heaven and served them.” [Deuteronomy 4:19 made it very, very clear that you were not to worship the sun or the moon or the stars.  This is an abomination unto God, because the sun and the moon and the stars were made by God.  They are not God.  To think that you can order your life by the course of the stars, or whether you are a Sagittarius, Capricorn, etc. is absolutely ridiculous.  To pick up the horoscope in the newspaper and to read it to find out what you are to do is absolutely foolishness.  Because that sun, that moon, those stars were made by God.  You are worshipping the figment of man’s imagination, and ordering your life according to something that has been created rather than the dictates of the creator.]


(3) “He also erected altars for the Baals and made Asheim, and worshiped all the host of heaven and served them. (4) He built altars in the house of the LORD” [He went in to the house of the Lord where God’s name was to be, and he built altars in the house of the LORD.] “of which the LORD had said, ‘My name shall be in Jerusalem forever.’ (5) For he built altars for all the host of heaven in the two courts of the house of the LORD.” [You step out into the courts, and you look at Solomon’s temple, and you see the court of the Gentiles, and you see the court of the women, and that.  You step out into those courts, and this is where he built altars to the host of heaven.] (6) “He made his sons pass through the fire in the valley of Ben-hinnom; and he practiced witchcraft, used divination, practiced sorcery and dealt with mediums and spiritists.” [In other words, he contacted demons, and acted under their powers.  He used divination; he used omens, to decide if he was to go here or whether he is to go there.  He practices this sorcery, and he contacts these mediums and spiritists that contact other spirits.  They are able to contact other spirits, but they are demonic spirits, and we don’t know that. They are deceivers and imitators.  This is the depths of sin that he went into.]  

(6b) “He did much evil in the sight of the LORD, provoking Him to anger. (7) Then he put the carved image of the idol which he had made in the house of God, of which God had said to David and to Solomon his son, ‘In this house and in Jerusalem, which I have chosen from all the tribes of Israel, I will put My name forever; (8) and I will not again remove the foot of Israel from the land which I have appointed for your fathers, if only they will observe to do all that I have commanded them according to all the law, the statutes and the ordinances given through Moses.’ (9) Thus Manasseh misled Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem to do more evil than the nations whom the LORD destroyed before the sons of Israel.” [In other words, when they came into the land of Canaan, they saw all the Canaanites, Amorites, Hittites, and Perizzites (and all the “ites”) in the land.  They saw the abominable way that they lived, the way that they worshipped.  When they saw that, he’s saying that these people, God’s people, who had the statutes, who had the ordinances, who had the law, who had the commandments, who had the temple, who had the sacrifices, who had the feasts, that these people of God did more abomination than the inhabitants of the land when they got there.  That’s how bad it got.]  

I am going to give you eight points—but not yet.  I want to stop here for a minute, and I want us to remember what Chronicles is all about, because I chose to teach you out of Chronicles today rather than Kings, and I chose to teach you out of Chronicles today rather than Kings because there is a purpose in what I want to do.  The name “Chronicles” in the Hebrew Bible is titled “The Account of the Days.”  We don’t know exactly when Chronicles was written, but we do know that it was written after they were taken into captivity.  It was written after they went into bondage.  It was written after the end of Kings, and after they were in the land for some time.  Now the question is, “Why would he write Chronicles when we already have the historical account?”  In Chronicles you are going to find so many of the same things that you find in Kings, so why would He write Chronicles?  He wrote Chronicles because he wanted the exiles who were going to come back from captivity to know how to reconstruct their worship, how to reconstruct the nation of Israel.  So that’s why He wrote it.  God knows that these people are going to go back, so He is going to tell them things in Chronicles that are imperative for them to remember, so that when they go back, and they reconstruct the kingdom of Israel, when they rebuild Israel, they need to remember the principles and precepts of life that are set down in Chronicles.  So He is going to give us insights, and you know this from reading about Manasseh, because Kings does not tell you that Manasseh repented.  Kings does not tell you that Manasseh reconstructed his life.  Kings left you with Manasseh being more evil and doing more evil than any other king, and then just dying.  That’s where it leaves you.  So, if you didn’t read Chronicles you wouldn’t know that Manasseh turned around.  



In Chronicles, God is writing to a group of people to tell them principles and precepts and lessons from the lives of these people on reconstructing their nation.  I want to give you several points under this.

#1—They  left erites (?) Israel (“erites” means the land of Israel, a land that was promised by covenant to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and his twelve sons as a everlasting possession.

#2—They left that land because of sin.

#3—They had broken God’s covenant.  They had broken the law.  Now, they had broken the covenant, and they had started right with the first commandment, “Thou shall have no other gods beside Me.”  So they went in idolatry.  They had broken this commandment.  They had worshipped other gods, and they suffered the consequences that were spelled out for them in Deuteronomy.  


I want to talk about Deuteronomy for just a minute.  You studied Deuteronomy, Chapters 28-30 and part of 31.  To me, Deuteronomy was to the generation that grew up in the wilderness what Chronicles is to the generation that is going back into the land.  Let me explain that.  Remember, He says, “You are going to wander in this wilderness, and I’m going to put to death every man who is 20 years and above, because you didn’t believe Me, and you didn’t obey Me.  When you went in and spied out the land, and you came back, and you said, “Yes, it’s a land that flows with milk and honey; nevertheless there are giants in the land.  Because there are giants in the land, we’re going to go back to Egypt.”  They wanted to stone Moses.  Remember, God says, “O no, get out of My way; I’m going to destroy them.”  You know that God does not destroy them.  God said, “You’re not going into the land.  Joshua and Caleb will go into the land, but all the others that did not believe Me are going to die in the wilderness.  So they die off after forty years of wandering in the wilderness.  Then they come to the edge of the Jordan River.  They are there in the region of Mount Nebo where Moses goes up and looks into the land, and then dies.  There what does He do?  He gives them the Law again.  

Deuteronomy is many times referred to, because of the Latin, “the giving of the second law.” But it’s not the second law.  It’s not a new Law; it’s the same law given a second time.  So Deuteronomy is literally a book of remembrance.  What is Chronicles?  It is a book of remembrance.  These are the things that I want you to remember, because you’re going back into the land, and I don’t want you to forget these principles or precepts.  Deuteronomy was a book of remembrance.  It was a reminder of a commitment to a covenant.  

Go to Deuteronomy 29:10.  I think that it is so beautiful to see. As I was thinking and meditating on all this, all of a sudden it just occurred to me the parallel between Chronicles and Deuteronomy in the situation. (10) “You stand today, all of you, before the LORD your God: your chiefs, your tribes, your elders and your officers, even all the men of Israel, (11) your little ones, your wives, and the alien who is within your camps,” (12) “that you may enter into the covenant with the LORD your God, and into His oath which the LORD your God is making with you today.” [Why?  Because these people were not around when the Ten Commandments were inaugurated.  They were not there; they had not been born yet.  So He says, “You are going to enter into the covenant.]


(13) “in order that He may establish you today as His people and that He may be your God, just as He spoke to you and as He swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. (14) Now not with you alone am I making this covenant and this oath, (15) but both with those who stand here with us today in the presence of the LORD our God and with those who are not with us here today.” (21) “Then the LORD will single him out for adversity from all the tribes of Israel,” [Who is He going to single out for adversity?  He is going to single out for adversity the man described in verse 19. Let’s go back to v.18.] “so that there will not be among you a man or woman, or family or tribe, whose heart turns away today from the LORD our God, to go and serve the gods of those nations; that there will not be among you a root bearing poisonous fruit and wormwood.” [He says, “I don’t want any among you that would bear poisonous fruit and wormwood.  That’s what you see Manasseh doing, because he causes them to sin like they haven’t sin before.] (19) “It shall be when he hears the words of this curse, (this man) that he will boast, saying, ‘I have peace though I walk in the stubbornness of my heart in order to destroy the watered land with the dry.’” [I have peace; get off my case; leave me alone.  “I want you to know that my husband did not satisfy me.  He did not love the Lord, and when I met this man, even though he was married, and his wife was the same way as my husband, when we started to pray together, when we started to study the Bible together, then we realized that we could serve the Lord.  And we know that this is of God, so don’t tell me that divorcing my husband and his divorcing his wife is wrong.  It is perfectly all right, because I am serving the Lord.”  Have you heard it?  Yes, you’ve heard it in one form or another.  You have heard people excuse sin.  This is what he is talking about.  He says, “You have made a covenant.  But if there is someone who hears the words of this curse, and he boasts in saying, ‘I have peace though I walk in the stubbornness of my heart’…”  He says, “Forget it.”]  

(20) “The Lord will never be willing to forgive him, but rather the anger of the LORD and His jealousy will burn against that man, and every curse which is written in this book will rest on him, and the LORD will blot out his name from under heaven. (21) Then the LORD will single him out for adversity from all the tribes of Israel,” [Listen, He’s going right down and get this one man, and say, “I will take this man and I will single him out, and I will deal with him.”  In other words (listen to me carefully), there is a mass of mankind, but God knows you by name, and God knows you by behavior.  He wants them to understand that no individual will get away with it.] (21) “Then the LORD will single him out for adversity from all the tribes of Israel, according to all the curses of the covenant which are written in this book of the law.” [In other words, it is laid down here, and you need to understand it, and you need to remember it.]

So Chronicles is an account of the days.  It’s a book of selected segments from Israel’s history to remind them of Biblical precepts by which they are to live, so that when they go back to the land they won’t become discouraged.  They won’t become defeated.  They won’t look at their enemies, and tremble before their enemies.  But they will know how to live, as they go back and reconstruct what they have lost through their disobedience.  So what about us?  We have Deuteronomy for the children of Israel that are going to go into the land, and it is the second giving of the law.  It is a book of remembrance.  We have the accounts of Israel’s history, Chronicles, to remind them of what happens when they go back into the land.  What does God have for you and me?  God has for you and me the lessons from these men, so that you and I might look at these people, and we might understand these lessons; we might understand these precepts of life.  

Go to 1 Corinthians 10.  Normally I take you to Romans 15:4, but go to 1 Corinthians 10:11.  “Now these things happened to them as an example,” [It happened to the children of Israel as an example.] “and they were written for our instruction,” [To whom is he writing?  He is writing to the church.] “for our instruction, upon whom the ends of the ages have come. (12) Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed that he does not fall. (13) No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able to endure it. (14) Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry.” [No other gods in your life.]


The eight principles, the eight precepts of life, that help you reconstruct your life when you have failed to obey, or better still, in these eight precepts of life you are going to see how you can keep from self-destructing.  


#1—2 Chronicles 33:1-2a.  You can’t go against what is written in the word of God and get away with it.  Write it down.  Remember it.  Deuteronomy 29:29 says, “The secret things belong to the LORD our God,” [In other words, there are some things that God is not going to reveal.  There are some things that God is going to wait to reveal.  The prophets wrote about the Messiah, but they did not really understand about Him.  Daniel wrote, but he did not understand everything that he wrote.] “The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the things revealed belong to us and to our sons forever, that we may observe all the words of this law.” [In other words, if it is here in the Bible it isn’t a secret.  He has revealed it to you, and you have the full counsel of God, and you, beloved, are going to be judged by the words of the Bible.  You cannot go against the word of God and get away with it.  You say, “But I didn’t know it!”  Did you have a Bible?  Romans 1:18-20 tells you that  even the heathen that doesn’t know the word of God are responsible and accountable to God for the conscience that is within them.  For the things that they do by nature, they are going to give an account.  

Underneath this I want you to see Deuteronomy 30:11. “For this commandment which I command you today is not too difficult for you, nor is it out of reach.” [In other words, don’t say, “Oh, that is too hard.  I can’t understand it.  I can’t get into it.”] (12) “It is not in heaven, that you should say, ‘Who will go up to heaven for us to get it for us and make us hear it, that we may observe it?’ (13) Nor is it beyond the sea, that you should say, ‘Who will cross the sea for us to get it for us and make us hear it, that we may observe it?’ (14) But the word is very near you, in your mouth” [In other words, you can quote it.) “and in your heart, so that you may observe it.”  [Have you got it?  So that you may observe it.  (This is all under that first point.)  

Go to Deuteronomy 31:1-5. What he is basically telling them is in v. 4.] (4) “The LORD will do to them (these nations) just as He did to Sihon and Og, the kings of the Amorites, and to their land, when He destroyed them. (5) The LORD will deliver them up before you, and you shall do to them according to all the commandments which I have commanded you.” [What I want you to see is this: God has given you the word, but He has left you in the world.  And the world hates the word, and the world hates you.  Jesus prayed, in John 17:15, “Father, I do not ask You to take them out of the world, but to keep them from the evil one.” (17) “Father, sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth.”  [So, what’s the principal that I want you to get and I want you to understand here?  I want you to understand this: although you are in the world, when you have the word, you cannot be overpowered by the world.  Have you got that?  Although you are in the world, because you have the word of God, whatever degree you have it, because there is no temptation taken you but such as is common to man, God will not permit you to be tried or tested above what you are able to bear.  You always have the truth, so you are able to overcome.  

You can see this in 1 John 5:4.  “For whatever is born of God overcomes the world;” [Have you got it?] “and this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith.” [What is faith?  Faith is saying, “Okay, God, you said it, and I am going to believe it, and I am going to obey it.”] (5) “Who is the one who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?” [So you can know this, you can’t go against what is written in the Bible and get away with it.  (Sub-point.)  The reason you can’t go against it and get away with it is because the world is under your thumb of faith.  The world is under your thumb of faith.  In other words, you put the world down through the word.  You are overcoming the world.  

Go to Deuteronomy 31:6.  “Be strong and courageous, do not be afraid or tremble at them, for the LORD your God is the one who goes with you.  He will not fail you or forsake you.” [So you have the word that overcomes the world, and you’ve got God who is with you and will never fail you or forsake you.  You say, “But that is Old Testament.”  Go to Hebrews 13:5-6.]  It says, “For He has said I will never (never, never) leave you, nor ever (never) forsake you,” (6) so that you can boldly say, “The LORD is my helper, I will not fear what man shall do unto me.” [So therefore, what do you need to do?  You need to be strong, and you need to be courageous.  The word for “strong” means “to fasten on, to get a grip on, seize it, and don’t let it go.”  So to be “strong” means that God has given you the word, the word is what enables you to overcome the world; there is no temptation that you cannot bear.  Jesus is with you, and He will not leave you nor forsake you, so get a grip on it.  Hang on to it, and don’t let it go.  Be strong and be courageous.  “Courageous” means to be alert physically and mentally.  It means that you do not fall apart.  So when temptation comes your way or when the world is trying to squeeze you into its mold or the world is threatening you, what do you do?  You stand there, and you know, “I cannot go against what is written in the Bible.”  If you will just stand on that principle, and know that you don’t have to, because it is truth.  Because you can ovecome the world through your faith, and you have God with you, there is no need to yield.  There is no excuse to yield.  Do you understand that?]  

So what is life?  Go to Deuteronomy 30:19-20.  “I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have set before you life and death, the blessing and the curse.  So choose life.” [Here’s life.  Here’s death.  You have a choice.  What are you going to choose?  You choose life.  How do you choose life?  You choose by obeying God.  You choose by going by what’s written in the Bible.  Watch what He says.] “I have set before you life and death, the blessing and the curse.  So choose life in order that you may live, you and your descendants,” [How do you choose life?] (20) “by loving the LORD your God, by obeying His voice, and by holding fast to Him; (get a grip on Him) for this is your life and the length of your days, that you may live in the land which the LORD swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give them.” [So what do you do?  If you want to not have to reconstruct your life, then what do you do?  You get a hold of the word of God.  If you have to reconstruct your life, what do you do?  You get a hold of the word of God, and you don’t go against it.  And you realize that if you do, you won’t get away with it.  And you won’t get away with it because God is God.

#2—In 2 Chronicles 33:9.  “Thus Manasseh misled Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem to do more evil than the nations whom the LORD destroyed before the sons of Israel.” [When you live as if you can disobey God, and this is what He wants these people that are going back from the exile to know and understand: when you live as if you can disobey God and get away with it, you mislead others.  Have you got it?  When you live as if you can disobey God and get away with it, when you live in direct opposition to His commandments, when you stand there and you, created in the image of God, take that image and suppress it and bring it down to all this greed, immorality, idolatry, adultery, homosexuality, and all these sins that are named for us in Romans 1, when you do that, you are misleading others.  Do you know why?  Because they look at you, and they say, “He did it; I can do it.”  And also because you when you live that way, you want others to live the way you’re living.  Go to Romans 1.  He tells us in Romans 1:18, “For the wrath of God is revealed (it’s in the present tense) from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who suppress the truth in unrighteousness,” [Then go down to v.28.  It is talking about these men, and it says,] (28) “God gave them over to a depraved mind.” (32) “and although they know the ordinance of God, that those who practice such things are worthy of death, they not only do the same, but also give hearty approval to those who practice them.” [Manasseh gave hearty approval to the people that worshipped on the altars that he constructed.  So you need to know that when you live as if you can disobey God and get away with it, you mislead others.  And you will experience God’s righteous anger and His just wrath.  That’s what you see in Romans 1.]  

#3—2 Chronicles 33:10.  “The LORD spoke to Manasseh and his people, but they paid no attention.”  [I want you to see, and what He wants these people to understand is this: God not only gives you the Word, but He gives you warnings from people.  Maybe you had a mother that said to you, “Son, don’t do that.  You’re going to be sorry.  You can’t do that and get away with it.”  Or, “Listen; let me warn you, God is not going to bless you if you commit adultery.”  “Let me tell you this, you may think that homosexuality is all right, but if you commit homosexuality or adultery, you’re sinning against your own body.  You are opening yourself for sexually transmitted diseases.  God is going to judge you.”  So you need to know that God will warn you.  God warned Manasseh.  Listen to what it says (10) “The LORD spoke to Manasseh and his people, but they paid no attention.”  

God will warn you, or God will bring you a dream.  Did you know that there are a lot of Muslims that are coming to know Christ?  They are His sheep that He chose before the foundation of the world.  He’s opening their eyes.  Many of them are having their eyes opened, because they dream, and they see Jesus in the dream, and Jesus is telling them He is the son of God.  (These are true stories.)  And then they go and they see the Jesus film, and right in the middle of it they say, “That’s Him!”  “What do you mean ‘That’s Him?’”  “That’s the one I saw in my dream.”  So God warns.  We know God warns in different ways, and we know that from studying this, but we know that God warns through His prophets.  

Go to 2 Kings 21:10-12.  “Now the LORD spoke through His servants the prophets, (He’s talking about Manasseh) saying, (11) ‘Because Manasseh king of Judah has done these abominations, having done wickedly more than all the Amorites did who were before him, and has also made Judah sin with his idols; (12) therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, ‘Behold, I am bringing such calamity on Jerusalem and Judah, that whoever hears of it, both his ears will tingle.’” [Then He goes on to tell what is going to happen.] (16) “Moreover, Manasseh shed very much innocent blood until he had filled Jerusalem from one end to another; besides his sin with which he made Judah sin, in doing evil in the sight of the LORD.” [He was warned, and he was warned, and he was warned.  Do we know the names of those prophets?  No, but tradition tells us, and the Jews believe it, that one of those prophets was Isaiah.  And that Manasseh had him sawed in two with a wooden saw.  The Jewish Mishnah explicitly states that Manasseh slew Isaiah.  Josephus talks about Manasseh killing Isaiah, and another book talks about it.  Justin Martyr, in his controversial dialogue with the Jew Trifle (?) reproaches the Jew with this acquisition, “Whom you sawed asunder with a wooden saw.”  Hebrews 11:37 says, “Some were sawed in two.”  So it could be.  He had the word of the LORD.  So listen, what would you do?  You would listen to the word of the LORD.  If you would listen to the word of the LORD, then you would not have to reconstruct.  The next thing I want you to see under that point is this, (2 Peter 3:7-9), God is not wishing any to perish.  God doesn’t want us to perish.  That’s why He sends us a prophet.  That’s why He sends us a person.  This is why He sends a mother, a daughter, a friend, a preacher, someone to warn us that we cannot sin and get away with it.  

#4—2 Chronicles 33:10-11.  “The LORD spoke to Manasseh and his people, but they paid no attention. (11) “Therefore the LORD brought the commanders of the army of the king of Assyria against them, and they captured Manasseh with hooks, bound him with bronze chains and took him to Babylon.”  The fourth thing that I want you to remember is this:  You will reap what you sow.  There is a law of the harvest, and this is what we see in Deuteronomy 29:24-28.  He tells them this is going to happen (not the hooks), but you are going into captivity.  If this is what you do, this is the curse: you reap what you sow.  Go to Jeremiah 25:14.  “For many nations and great kings will make slaves of them, even them; and I will recompense them according to their deeds and according to the work of their hands.”  You reap what you sow.  Galatians 6:7-8 says, “If you sow to the flesh you will of the flesh reap corruption.” 

Go back to 2 Chronicles 33:12-13.  “When he was in distress, he entreated the LORD his God and humbled himself greatly before the God of his fathers. (13) When he prayed to Him (God), He (God) was moved by his entreaty and heard his supplication, and brought him again to Jerusalem to his kingdom.  Then Manasseh knew that the LORD was God.”  I want you to see that if you disobey all those things, and you end up in captivity, there is hope.  There is recovery.  If you self-destruct, God can reconstruct.  Have you got that?  If you self-destruct, God can reconstruct.  There’s hope, and there’s recovery.  Now listen, it’s not because of who you are, but it’s because of who God is.  It isn’t because of what you’ve done, whether it’s little or much; it’s because of who God is.  In Exodus 34 (and remember this, and there are many other scriptures that go along with this), (6) “Then the LORD passed by in front of him (Moses) and proclaimed, “The LORD, The LORD God, compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in lovingkindness and truth; (7) who keeps lovingkindness for thousands, who forgives iniquity, transgression and sin;” [Who is He?  He is compassionate, and He is gracious.  As you have studied all the prophets, what have you seen over and over?  You have seen the compassion of God.  You have seen that God is merciful.]  

In Lamentations3:19, which is written after the captivity by Jeremiah.  As they sit there after the city has been besieged, this is what you read: ((19) “Remember my affliction and my wandering, the wormwood and bitterness. (20) Surely my soul remembers and is bowed down within me. (21) This I recall to my mind, therefore I have hope. (22) The LORD’s lovingkindnesses indeed never cease,” [So if you have self-destructed, and know it is self-destruction, know this: there is reconstruction.  There is reconstruction if you are alive, because there is God.  And because (22) “The LORD’s lovingkindnesses indeed never cease, for His compassions never fail. (23) They are new every single morning;” [What did Manasseh have?  And what had Chronicles recorded?]


Go to 2Chronicles 6:24-25, where God had recorded the prayer of Solomon.  “If Your people Israel are defeated before an enemy, because they have sinned against You, and they return to You and confess Your name, and pray and make supplication before You in this house,” [Is this what Manasseh did?  Yes, towards that house.] (25) “then hear from heaven and forgive the sin of Your people Israel.” (29) “whatever prayer or supplication is made by any man or by all Your people Israel, each knowing his own affliction and his own pain, and spreading his hands toward this house, (30) then hear from heaven Your dwelling place, and forgive, and render to each according to all his ways, whose heart You know for You alone know the hearts of the sons of men, (31) that they may fear You, to walk in Your ways as long as they live in the land which You have given to our fathers.” [You need to remember this, that there is hope, and that there is recovery.  You self-destructed, but there is reconstruction to your life because there is God.  

#6—You must humble yourself.  If you are going to reconstruct, God is there, and there’s hope and there’s recovery, but you have a responsibility.  You must humble yourself.  Go to 2 Chronicles 7:13.  God is speaking now, and this is thirteen years after 2 Chronicles 6.  He appears to Solomon at night and this is what He says: (3) “If I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or if I command the locust to devour the land, or if I send pestilence among My people, (14) and My people who are called by My name humble themselves and pray, and seek My face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven,” [Is this what Manasseh did?  Yes, he did all these things.  He humbled himself.  He prayed.  He sought God.  He turned from his wicked ways.] “I will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.” [What’s the promise to us?] 1 John 1:9 says, “If we confess our sins, (name them for what they are) He (God) is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 

#7—There is life and service after sin.  This is what you see in 2 Chronicles 33:14. He goes back, and it says” (14) Now after this he built the outer wall of the city of David” (15) “He also removed the foreign gods and the idol from the house of the LORD,” (16) “He set up the altar of the LORD and sacrificed peace offerings and thank offerings on it; and he ordered Judah to serve the LORD God of Israel. (17) Nevertheless the people still sacrificed in the high places, although only to the LORD their God.”  What I want you to see if this: If you self-destruct (and it’s self destruction; don’t forget that), there is reconstruction.  And if there is reconstruction, there is service after reconstruction.  There is still a life.  You are not set on a shelf.  It may be in a different arena because of your sin, but there is service for the LORD afterwards.

#8—2 Chronicles 33:18.  The consequences of your sin are not obliterated.  They are just forgiven.  They are not obliterated; they are just forgiven. (18) “Now the rest of the acts of Manasseh even his prayer to his God, and the words of the seers who spoke to him in the name of the LORD God of Israel, behold, they are among the records of the kings of Israel. (19) His prayer also and how God was entreated by him, and all his sin, his unfaithfulness, and the sites on which he built high places and erected the Asherim  and the carved images, before he humbled himself, behold, they are written in the records of the Hozai.”  So listen; the consequences of your sin are not obliterated.  They are not, so to speak, erased from the annals of history, but do you know what you can do?  You can use them as a platform to warn others that there is a God in heaven who is to be obeyed, who has spoken, and you are accountable for what He has spoken, and you are to order your life accordingly.  And you are to know that if you don’t, God will judge you.  The righteousness of God demands that He judge your sins.  

Yet in the midst of that judgment, if you will confess, if you will repent, if you will humble yourself, if you will cry to God, then God, no matter how bad you have been (you couldn’t get any worse than Manasseh), no matter how bad you have been, beloved, God will hear from heaven.  And God will forgive, and God will restore.  He will give you back, in a sense, the years that the locusts have eaten.  And He will use you for His glory as long as you live according to His precepts for life.  He is God.  These are the lessons that we need to get from the life of Manasseh.  Looking at them, we need to know that reconstruction is possible after self- destruction, and it is possible because God is God.  He is gracious.  He is compassionate.  His lovingkindness endures from generation to generation, and His mercy triumphs over judgment.  
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