THE GOOD, THE BAD AND THE UGLY – LESSON 2
“How Will Peace Come to the World?”

Kay Arthur


 You who are praying for world peace, you who are doing everything that you can to bring it about, you who long for the nations to come together and put down their swords and turn them into plow shares, do you know that you are laboring in vain?  Do you know that you are praying in vain if you are praying simply for world peace, that you are laboring in vain if you think that you can bring it in in this way?  Do you not know how peace comes?  Those of you that are praying for the peace of Jerusalem, who are praying that there will be peace in the Middle East, you need to pray for the coming of “the day of the Lord.”  Because, beloved, it’s only the “day of the Lord” that is going to bring world peace.  

But you say, “Look at what I have learned about “the day of the Lord.”  That’s right.  You have learned that it is a day of gloom, that it is a day of judgment, that it is the day of the Lord’s wrath.  You say, “But how is that going to bring in peace?”  Well, if you want to pray for peace for the world then you want to  pray that they will believe on the Prince of peace, the Lord Jesus Christ, because when that final one is brought into the body of Jesus Christ, when the fullness of the Gentiles has come in, then we’re moving toward world peace, as we move into and through “the day of the Lord.”  That’s what we are going to see as we look at this awesome book of Zephaniah.  

Let’s begin with Zephaniah 1:1.  “The word of the LORD” [This is what is so essential for you to understand, so essential for you as teenagers to understand—God has spoken.  When God has spoken, what He says is going to come to pass.  His word is absolute, pure, unadulterated truth.  You’re going to leave high school, go to college.  You’re going to have all these professors around you, and they are going to laugh at you because of the word of God.  You are going to move into dorms, and they are going to try to persuade you to let that dorm become a brothel of iniquity.  Why?  Because that’s the way the world is living.  But listen to me carefully, hear the word of the Lord, and know this: whether you believe it or not, it will surely come to pass.  The Lord has spoken.]  

(1) “The word of the LORD which came to Zephaniah son of Cushi, son of Gedaliah, son of Amariah, son of Hezekiah,” [As we have studied the Kings and the Prophets, and as we have moved through Kings and Chronicles, you know that Hezekiah was the king of Israel under whom there came a great, great revival.  So it seems, if you take it at its clear teaching, that this man Zephaniah, who is not mentioned any place else in the word of God, was of the royal line, that some where he had royal blood in him.  It is very, very unusual in the Minor Prophets (in fact, you don’t see it any place else) for God to go back and take you back this many generations, and give you the genealogy of that prophet.  But I think He wants us to understand something.  I think He wants us to understand that here was a man that moved in royal circles by virtue of his blood line.  Here was a man who spoke in the days of Josiah son of Amon, king of Judah.  Josiah’s father was Amon, and he only reigned two years.  His grandfather was Manasseh, and there was no king who did more evil in all of Jerusalem and Judah than Manasseh.  He was an evil and wicked king, and you saw, only at the very end of his life, when he finds himself, so to speak, with the hooks of the enemy in his jaws, taken away into captivity, that he finally understands that God is God.  He didn’t understand that God was God until judgment came upon him.  Once judgment came upon him, then he had the sense to wake up and realize that God is God, that He has spoken, and that we are to listen to Him, and we are to obey Him.  This is when this prophesy comes.]  

Go to Isaiah 1:1.  “The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz, concerning Judah and Jerusalem which he saw during the reigns of Uzziah (a time of prosperity), Jotham, Ahaz (wicked king Ahaz), and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.” [So Zephaniah’s prophesy had been preceded by Isaiah’s.  What was Isaiah’s message? Well, I want to look at it in regard to peace, because those of you who are praying for world peace, those of you who are working for world peace, those of you who are praying, as Psalm 122 says, to pray for the peace of Jerusalem, you need to understand how it is going to come.  You need to understand (and we’re going to see it) what your role is in world peace.  So in Isaiah 9:6, Isaiah gave this prophesy: “For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; and the government will rest on His shoulders;” [In other words, He’s the one who is going to reign.  He’s the one who is going to rule.  He’s to reign and to rule in our lives right now.  But ultimately He is going to be the king of all the earth.] “And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.” [He is the One that rules over peace.  This is Jesus Christ, a child that is born, a Son that is given, One who has the name of Wonderful Counselor, One who bears the title Mighty God, because He is God incarnate, and One who is the eternal Father.  He is the everlasting One.  He is the great I AM.  He is the One that has been and will be and will ever be.  He is one with the Father.  He says He is the Prince of Peace.] (7) “There will be no end to the increase of His government or of peace,” [In other words, the government is going to be upon His shoulders, and when He is ruling with the government upon His shoulders across the face of this world, there will be no end to His peace.  There will never be calamity again.] “on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness from then on and forevermore.”  

How will it be accomplished?  How will there be no end to His peace?  (7b) “The zeal of the LORD of hosts will accomplish this.”  Peace is coming, but it is not coming in the way that you and I think.  You and I can labor, we can negotiate, we can get into politics, we can get into world government issues.  We can think that we can bring in peace, and that we can make governments democratic, and that peace will reign on the face of this earth, and I am telling you that it is a disillusion.  It is a disillusion, because the word of the Lord has spoken.  Peace is only going to come when Jesus Christ, the son of David, takes His throne, and then, as He begins to govern, there will be peace forever on the face of this earth.  

Now, in the light of that I want us to go to Jeremiah1.  I want to give you the setting.  Isaiah comes before Zephaniah.  He’s the prophet, and he’s prophesying during the days of Hezekiah.  Hezekiah is in the blood line, four generations back of Zephaniah.  (1) “The words of Jeremiah, the son of Hilkiah, of the priests who were in Anathoth in the land of Benjamin, (2) to whom the word of the LORD came in the days of Josiah, the son of Amon, king of Judah, in the thirteenth year of his reign.” [So we know that Isaiah preceded Zephaniah.  Isaiah talked about peace coming, and we know that Jeremiah was the one that started prophesying in the days of Josiah, and prophesied all the way until the kingdom was dissolved and the Babylonians judged it.   Now what is the word?]  

Go back to Zephaniah 1:2.  What is the word?  What is he telling us?  God is speaking. (2) “‘I will completely remove all things from the face of the earth,’ declares the LORD. (3) ‘I will remove man and beast; I will remove the birds of the sky and the fish of the sea, and the ruins along with the wicked; and I will cut off man from the face of the earth,’ declares the LORD.” [So the word of the Lord, when it comes, the first thing He’s letting us know in these three verses is that judgment is coming on all the earth.  When judgment comes on all the earth, it is God that is going to move.  And it is God who is going to remove man and beast from the face of this earth, the birds from the sky, and the fish of the sea.  He’s going to get rid of it.  This is what is going to come to past.  The question is: where will you be?  Where will I be?  Will the world know this?  Because if I know it, then as we saw in Habakkuk, the vision is yet for an appointed time.  Write it down, that those that see it may read and run with it.]  

And when God speaks, He speaks to us because He does nothing in secret, as Amos 3:7-8 says, but what He tells His prophets ahead of time.  But the lion has roared, and if the lion has roared who can but speak?  Who can but prophesy?  Who can but stand in the midst of India, Bahamas, Taiwan, Africa, Korea, Germany, Canada, England, and Portugal?  Who can but stand?  Who can help but stand and speak and bring forth the message?  Who can help but stand and bring forth?  You are hearing the word of the Lord, and the word of the Lord is a great and terrible word right now.  “I (God) am going to remove man from the face of this earth.”  

You say, “Will there be none left?”  It sounds like there’s none left until you look at the whole context.  And one of the things that you have to understand, when God says, “I am going to remove man from the face of the earth,” He still has a remnant, a remnant of the righteous.  The righteous are the ones that step in.  The righteous are the ones that deliver the message.  The righteous are the ones that say, “Listen, if you want world peace, and you want to work for world peace, then you’re going to be an ambassador, an ambassador of Jesus Christ, holding forth the word of life in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, telling people that (2 Cor.5:21) Jesus, who knew no sin, was made to be sin for them that they in turn might have His righteousness, and having His righteousness might have peace with God.  That’s where peace begins; that’s where world peace begins.  It begins here, and then me, understanding peace and understanding that to me a child has been born, to me a Son has been given.   Then I believe on Him; I receive Him, and He is the way, He’s the truth, and He’s the life.  And when I know He is the way, and I know He is the truth, and I know that He is the life, and I believe in Him, then I am no long at enmity with God, but I have been reconciled with God, and I have been given the ministry, the ministry of reconciliation.   And the ministry of reconciliation is getting out the gospel to the four corners of the earth, and saying, “There is peace now, peace in the midst of turmoil.”  But know this: that the government will soon be upon His shoulders, and He will rule and there will be no end to His peace or the increase of His government.  Do you want to be there?  Do you want to experience it?  There is only one way, and that is through Jesus.  So he says, “This is what I am going to do.” 


So we see as he gives his message, the first part of his message is that there is judgment on the earth.  There is going to be judgment on the earth, on all the earth, and that’s in Zephaniah 1:2-3.  Now I want you to go to these two prophets that we looked at.  Go to Isaiah 24:1.  Isaiah has already talked about this.  He has already prophesied this sometime between the days of Uzziah and the days of Hezekiah.  (1) “Behold, the LORD lays the earth waste, devastates it, distorts its surface, and scatters its inhabitants. (2) And the people will be like the priest, the servant like his master, the maid like her mistress, the buyer like the seller, the lender like the borrower, the creditor like the debtor.” [What is he saying?  He says all men are going to be leveled.  All men are going to be on an equal plane when the Lord lays the earth waste.] (3) “The earth will be completely laid waste and completely despoiled, for the LORD has spoken this word.  (4) The earth mourns and withers, the world fades and withers, the exalted of the people of the earth fade away.” [They are all on a level playing ground.] 

(5) “The earth is also polluted by its inhabitants,” [Listen to me carefully, young people, because immorality is not even considered immorality in your culture.  Sex in any form, in any shape, is acceptable.  But when you do not listen to God, you are despoiling the earth.  You are contaminating and destroying the culture.  Listen to me, adults, when you walk away from your mate, when you break up that family, when you cheat, when you lie, when you steal, when you step on the backs of others in order to elevate yourself, you are despoiling the earth.  Unrighteousness, ungodliness despoils the earth, and that’s why the earth must be laid waste.]  (6) “Therefore, a curse devours the earth, and those who live in it are held guilty.” [The gavel on the judge’s bench, the divine bench, comes down, and it says, “Guilty; the world is guilty!”] “Therefore, a curse devours the earth, and those who live in it are held guilty. Therefore, the inhabitants of the earth are burned, and few men are left.”              

Now go to Jeremiah 25:31 “A clamor has come to the end of the earth, because the LORD has a controversy with the nations.” [The nations are not going to bring in world peace.  If you think it, you do not understand the word of God.  You do not understand the innate nature of man, when David says, in Psalm 51:5, “In sin was I conceived.”  I am born a sinner, all of sin.  Unless there is righteousness, there will not be peace.] “Because the LORD has a controversy with the nations.  He is entering into judgment with all flesh; as for the wicked, He has given them to the sword,’ declares the LORD. (32) Thus says the LORD of hosts, ‘Behold, evil is going forth from nation to nation, and a great storm is being stirred up from the remotest parts of the earth.” [God is moving.] (33) “And those slain by the LORD on that day will be from one end of the earth to the other.” [In other words, the earth is going to be heaped with the bodies of mankind.] “They will not be lamented, gathered or buried; they will be like dung on the face of the ground. (34) Wail, you shepherds, and cry;” [Because God is going to move.] 

Now go back to Zephaniah.  In Zephaniah 1:4, all the way through 2:3, you are going to see that judgment is going to be on Judah and Jerusalem.  Why is judgment going to be on Judah and Jerusalem?  Well, there is a principle, and you see that principle in the New Testament, when He says this in 1 Peter 4:17, “Judgment begins at the house of the Lord.”  And if the righteous just barely survive, what will happen to the rest of this earth?  Yes, judgment is coming upon all the earth, but judgment has to come on Judah and Jerusalem.  Judgment has to come on Judah and Jerusalem because—well, let’s read it.  (4) “So I will stretch out My hand against Judah and against all the inhabitants of Jerusalem.  And I will cut off the remnant of Baal from this place, and the names of the idolatrous priest along with the priests. (5) And those who bow down on the housetops to the host of heaven,” 

Now listen, here is a syncretism.  Syncretism is when you take two things that are really not the same, and you blend them together, and you try to make them compatible.  Syncretism is prevalent in the way that those who name Jesus are living, because they are taking their Christianity, and they are taking the world, and they are trying to marry both.  You will see it often in the way young people and adults dress.  I look at some of the youth work, and I look at the youth workers, and I think, “You are dressing like the teenagers, and the teenagers are dressing like the ungodly rock stars and musicians.”  So what has happened to this leader up here?  The leader is being lead by the people he is trying to lead, who in turn are following the world, and yet singing the Christian songs, and talking about holiness while they’re all exposed, and talking about holiness when they go home and they take the hands of God and make them the members of a harlot.  It’s syncretism.  So he is saying, “You are going up, and you’re worshipping God, but you’re going up on your house top and you’re bowing down.  And as you bow down, you are worshipping the host of heaven.  You are reading your horoscope.”  

Zephaniah 1:5, “and those who bow down and swear to the LORD and yet swear by Milcom,” [In other words, they’re bowing down to God, and they are swearing to God, and they are swearing to a false god.] (6) “And those who have turned back from following the LORD,” [I mean, they call themselves Jews, but they don’t believe anything about God.] “and those who have not sought the LORD or inquired of Him.”  [In other words, they just order their lives.  And what does He say in James 4:13-15?  “Hey, you, you are going tomorrow to such and such city and you are going to do this business.”  He says, “Wait a minute!  Wait a minute!  You’re supposed to say, “If the Lord wills, this is what I will do.”  So he is speaking to the remnant of Baal.  

I look at this, and I think, “Okay, is Zephaniah bringing his message after the revival and reforms of Josiah.?  After Josiah finds the word of God in the house of God, and after he finds that word and he takes it and gives it to the people, and they all gather, and they make a covenant that they are going to obey God?  Then they go, and they clean out the house of God, where there is an awful syncretism, because in the house of God those people now have homosexuals in there—men that are lying with men in the house of God.  You’ve read it, and you’ve studied it, the sun gods in the house of God, all the impurities, the syncretism in the house of God.  They have forgotten that they are holy people.  

So the word of God is found in the house of God.  A revival comes, and they go through and clean the land.  “Hallelujah, we’ve been praying for a revival.”  There had been revivals in the United States.  There was the first great awakening.  There was a second great awakening.  There was an awakening when Jonathan Edwards went to his pulpit, took out his manuscript, opened it up, and never lifted his face, never looked at the congregation, and told them about sinners in the hands of an angry God.  And there was a revival.  But is the United States living that way now?  We’ve had two great awakenings.  There was a revival in Wales, the great Welch revival.  Is Wales a country that loves the Lord?  No!  Not any more.  There are dear brothers there that are seeking for revival.  And we’re bringing the word of God to Wales, but it hasn’t come yet.  So what does it say, “the remnant of Baal”?  I think it is very important.  I think he is saying that you had a revival, but the revival didn’t last because it didn’t go deep.  The revival didn’t last because it didn’t go deep.  If a revival is going to last, it’s individual, and it lasts because, first, it goes deep.  It goes all the way down into your toe nails, and it cleanses you all the way up, in the way that you walk, in the way that you move, and the way that you dress, the way that you talk, and what you hear, and what you see, and what you think.  A revival is only good for its depth and its length, for how long that it lasts.  So I think he is saying, “All right, there is judgment on Judah and Jerusalem because, in essence, I brought you the word, you found the word, you heard what you were supposed to do, but you didn’t continue in it.  There was a remnant of Baal.  Some of you still went up onto the roof tops, some of you still swore to the Lord, but you swore to Milcom, and some of you just flat out turned your back.  Judgment is coming.  

Zephaniah 1:7, “Be silent before the Lord GOD!  For the day of the LORD is near,” [Now we find that term, “the day of the Lord”.  As you have gone through Kings and Prophets, our study, our series, you’ve been marking “the day of the Lord.”  But you know, because you have been doing your homework, that when you get to this time, when you get to this book, you learn more about “the day of the Lord” than any other minor prophet, because this book is soaked in the teaching of “the day of the Lord.”

Now watch, and let’s see what we can learn about “the day of the Lord.”  Zephaniah 1:7 says, “Be silent before the Lord GOD!  For the day of the LORD is near,” [You say, “It hasn’t happened yet.”  You live as if it is near.  You live as if it could come.  You live so that you are not caught unaware.] “For the LORD has prepared a sacrifice, He has consecrated His guests. (8) Then it will come about on the day of the LORD’s sacrifice,” [What did you learn about “the day of the Lord”?  “The day of the Lord” is the day of the LORD’s sacrifice, when He is going to lay the earth bare, when the bodies are going to be scattered all over the earth.] (8) “Then it will come about on the day of the LORD’s sacrifice, that I will punish” [Now watch, He is talking to Judah and Jerusalem.] “that I will punish the princes, the king’s sons, and all who clothe themselves with foreign garments.” [Aren’t we doing the same?  Is my dress foreign to holiness?  Is my dress like the world’s?  Then I am in a foreign garment.  Does that mean I can’t look nice?  I hope I look nice.] 



(8) “…that I will punish the princes, the king’s sons and all who clothe themselves with foreign garments.  (9) And I will punish on that day all who leap on the temple threshold, who fill the house of their lord with violence and deceit. (10) ‘On that day,’ declares the LORD, ‘there will be the sound of a cry from the Fish Gate, a wail from the Second Quarter, and a loud crash from the hills. (11) Wail, O inhabitants of the Mortar,” [The Mortar is the district of Jerusalem.  It is like downtown, the center of the town.] “For all the people of Canaan will be silenced; all who weigh out silver will be cut off. (12) And it will come about at that time that I will search Jerusalem with lamps, and I will punish the men who are stagnant in spirit,” 

What does God say to the church in Revelation 3:14-16, to the church of Laodicea?  He says, “I wish that you were hot, or I wish you were cold.  But because you are lukewarm, I could vomit.  You make Me want to vomit.  And you make me want to vomit because you are stagnant in spirit.  I want you hot, and if you aren’t going to be hot for Me, I want you icy cold, so that everybody knows that you don’t belong to Me.  I don’t want lukewarm.”  See, there are people that will tell you, “Listen, God would never do that to all the earth.  God is a God of love!  Don’t talk to me about hell; talk to me about heaven.  You don’t know God.  You don’t understand.”  Anybody that says that to you does not know God.  They do not understand.  Listen very carefully.  The righteousness of God demands the justice of God, and it commands the wrath of God, because if you are going to be just, you have to say there is a right and a wrong.  If you are going to be just, you cannot tolerate sin.  

He says, (12) “And I will punish the men who are stagnant in spirit, who say in their hearts, ‘The LORD will not do good or evil!’ (13) Moreover, their wealth will become plunder, and their houses desolate; yes, they will build houses but not inhabit them, and plant vineyards but not drink their wine.” [Now those that were living in the days of Josiah, if they had already found the book of the law in the house of the Lord, would have stood in front of the temple with Josiah and all the elders and all the people of the land, the little kids, the big kids and the adults as he opened the book and read from the book of the law.  So they either read all of Deuteronomy, or if they read all the Torah, they began, “In the beginning God created the heavens and earth.”  God did it.  It’s not evolution.  God said it, He did it.  He can, He’s God.  If  He can destroy the earth, He can create the earth.  When they got to Deuteronomy 28:30, they heard these same words.  “You’re going to build houses, but you aren’t going to live in them.  Why are you not going to live in them?  You’re not going to live in them because I am God, because judgment must begin at the house of God, and because My justice demands that I play no favorites.  Therefore, I have to judge you.”]  


(14) “Near is the great day of the LORD, near and coming very quickly; listen, the day of the LORD!  In it (in the day of the LORD) the warrior cries out bitterly.” [So many are playing these games on their computers.  They’re playing the war games, and playing the battles.  They have these mighty warriors, with shoulders like this and waists like that.  (I should be so fortunate!)  But they are muscular and strong, and they have these weapons, and they are so cleaver.  And you look at them, and what does He say?  “In it the warrior cries out bitterly.”  What game do you have on your computer where they all lose, because there is a God, and only the righteous survive?]


(15) “A day of wrath is that day, a day of trouble and distress, a day of destruction and desolation,” [Did you mark it?  It’s a day of destruction and desolation.] “a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness, (16) a day of trumpet and battle cry against the fortified cities and the high corner towers. (17) I will bring distress on men, so that they will walk like the blind, because they have sinned against the LORD; and their blood will be poured out like dust and their flesh like dung.” [Isn’t that what we read in Jeremiah?] (18) “Neither their silver nor their gold will be able to deliver them.” [Everything that they have worked for, everything that they have accumulated, everything that they have got in the bank.  Nothing can buy them out of God’s judgment.] “on the day of the LORD’s wrath; and all the earth will be devoured in the fire of His jealousy, for He will make a complete end, indeed a terrifying one, of all the inhabitants of the earth.” [Now we know from reading it that there is that remnant, and we are going to look at it.]
  
Zephaniah 2:1, “Gather yourselves together, yes, gather, O nation without shame, before the decree takes effect—“[Gather; come before the decree takes effect, before all of a sudden, before the trumpet is blown, and the battle begins, before the decree takes effect—] “The day passes like the chaff—before the burning anger of the LORD comes upon you, before the day of the LORD’s anger comes upon you. (3) Seek the LORD, all you humble of the earth who have carried out His ordinances; seek righteousness, seek humility.  Perhaps you will be hidden in the day of the LORD’s anger.” [Perhaps you can hide.  What is He telling you?  There is a day coming, a day of wrath, a day of judgment, a day of the LORD’s burning anger, a day when all the earth will be laid low, but there are those that could be hidden in the day of the LORD’s anger, if they seek righteousness, if they seek humility, if they seek the LORD.]  

I want to stop and look at “the day of the LORD’s wrath,” because I have told you that “the day of the Lord” is what starts to bring peace on all the earth.  So, if it’s the day of the LORD’s wrath, and it starts to bring peace, then let’s look at it.  I want you to see that His righteousness demands justice, and it commands wrath.  Go to Revelation 11.  It is at the end of the trumpets.  Seven trumpets are being blown.  The last three trumpets are the last three woes of the trumpets.  The second woe, v. 14, is past.  In other words, the sixth trumpet has been blown.  The third woe, the seventh trumpet, is going to be blown quickly.  (15) “Then the seventh angel sounded; (it’s a trumpet)” [By the way, I wore this jewelry on purpose, because when I wrote Israel, My Beloved, the novel, the true story of the history of Israel, (You would love it, and you would get an education on world history also.) when I got these coins, I got coins that have trumpets on one side, and   they have a vine on the back, which is a symbol of Israel.  And the trumpets say, “For the peace of Jerusalem.”  These are the first Jewish coins that were ever minted.  They go back to about 146 A.D., “For the peace of Jerusalem.”] 

Revelations 11:15, “Then the seventh angel sounded; and there were loud voices in heaven, saying, ‘The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ; and He will reign forever and ever.’ (16) And the twenty-four elders, who sit on their thrones before God, fell on their faces and worshiped God, (17) saying, ‘We give You thanks, O Lord God, the Almighty, who are and who were, because You have taken Your great power and have begun to reign. (18) And the nations were enraged, and Your wrath came, and the time came for the dead to be judged, and the time to reward Your bond-servants the prophets and the saints and those who fear Your name, the small and the great, and to destroy those who destroy the earth.’” 

If you back up to Revelation 10:7, it says, “But in the days of the voice of the seventh angel (the seventh trumpet), when he is about to sound, then the mystery of God is finished, as he preached to His servants the prophets.” [Because finally the day of the Lord has come; finally this day of judgment has come.  Now, in the light of that, it is a judgment that is going to come on the whole earth.]  

Go to Revelations 3, and this is just to tuck in your spiritual bonnet, and think about it.  (10) 
“Because you (speaking to the church at Philadelphia, the church in Philadelphia before whom He has set an open door which no man can shut) have kept the word of My perseverance, I will also will keep you from the hour of testing, that hour which is about to come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth.”  [He says there is an hour coming.  “An hour is coming upon the whole earth where I am going to test all those who dwell upon the earth.”  But to the church, those who belong to Christ, He says, “I will keep you from that hour.”  This Scripture makes me believe (this, and 2 Thessalonians 2) that the church will not be on the face of the earth at this time.]  

Now go back to Zephaniah.  Now He comes to the judgment on the surrounding nations.  When I am talking about the surrounding nations, I am talking about the nations that are surrounding Israel.  This is what we see in 2:4, all the way to the end of chapter 2.  We see the judgment on the surrounding nations.  (4) “For Gaza will be abandoned and Ashkelon a desolation; Ashdod will be driven out at noon, and Ekron will be uprooted. (5) Woe to the inhabitants of the seacoast, the nation of the Cherethites!  The word of the LORD is against you, O Canaan, land of the Philistines; and I will destroy you, so that there will be no inhabitant.” (7) “And the coast will be for the remnant of the house of Judah, they will pasture on it.  In the houses of Ashkelon they will lie down at evening; for the LORD their God will care for them and restore their fortune.”  [So He is saying, “Yes, there is going to be judgment on the earth.  There is going to be judgment on Judah, and Jerusalem.  There is going to be judgment on the nations surrounding them, but in the midst there is a remnant, a remnant that God is going to protect.”]  

(9) “‘Therefore, as I live,’ declares the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, ‘surely Moab will be like Sodom, and the sons of Ammon (present day Jordan) like Gomorrah—a place possessed by nettles and salt pits, and a perpetual desolation.  The remnant of My people will plunder them, and the remainder of My nation will inherit them.’” [The remainder of My nation, the remnant, those that passed through the fire.] (10) “This they will have in return for their pride, because they have taunted and become arrogant against the people of the LORD of hosts.” [You have read the rest of that, and I want you to see that there is judgment on the surrounding nations, because they have been arrogant against the people of God.]  

Then we come to 3:1-7.  We move back to judgment on Jerusalem.  He is coming back now, because He wants to talk to us against Jerusalem.  You hit one, two, and then you hit the pinnacle--judgment on Jerusalem.  (1) “Woe to her who is rebellious and defiled, the tyrannical city! (2) She heeded no voice,” [She didn’t listen to the word of the Lord.  She accepted no instruction.  If you want to live, young people, and you want to experience life at its fullest, then you need to remember that you are still a teenager, and that there are adults who have gone before you, and that they have learned tremendous lessons that you can learn from them—if you will listen, if you will accept instruction.  If you will accept instruction from the Lord, then you won’t get into the mess that I got into—married, divorced, immoral, my sons having two fathers.  My first husband committed suicide, and when he would tell me he was going to kill himself, I would say, “Do a good job, so I get your money.”  I didn’t look to my future; I didn’t accept instruction.  I didn’t listen.  And the same with the adults—we have got to listen.)  

(2) “She did not trust in the LORD; she did not draw near to her God. (3) Her princes within her are roaring lions, her judges are wolves at evening; they leave nothing for the morning. (4) Her prophets are reckless, treacherous men;” [You see, from the priest to the prophet to the people that they are all in sin.] 
“Her priests have profaned the sanctuary.  They have done violence to the law.” [Then He goes on to say what He’s going to do.] (6) “I have cut off nations; their corner towers are in ruins.  I have made their streets desolate, with no one passing by; their cities are laid waste, without a man, without an inhabitant. (7) I said, ‘Surely you will revere Me,’” [You saw what I did to the nations.  You heard what I was going to do to Assyria.  You saw Me do this to Assyria.  Surely you would think and listen to Me then.] (7) “I said, ‘Surely you will revere Me, accept instruction.’  So her dwelling will not be cut off according to all that I have appointed concerning her.  But they were eager to corrupt all their deeds.”

Now, you come back to judgment on the earth.  It starts at 3:8, and it goes all the way down to v.13, and then you have Israel’s glorious future.  Judgment on the earth.  (8) “‘Therefore, wait for Me,’ declares the LORD, ‘for the day when I rise up as a witness.  Indeed, My decision is to gather nations, to assemble kingdoms, to pour out on them My indignation, all My burning anger; for all the earth will be devoured’” [He comes back to the way He opened up.] (9) “For then I will give to the peoples purified lips, that all of them may call on the name of the LORD, to serve Him shoulder to shoulder.” 

Now what is this last message?  This last message, I believe, goes all the way through beginning at this verse, in a sense, “Wait for God.”  See, we get so anxious that we run ahead of God, that we grab, that we go after it, and God is saying, “Wait for Me!  Wait for Me.  I am going to judge.  Wait for Me!  I am a righteous judge.  Wait for Me.”  

In 2 Thessalonians 1 (we have looked at this before) it tells us that He is coming, and that we need to wait for Him.  (3) “We ought always to give thanks to God for you, brethren, as is only fitting, because your faith is greatly enlarged,” (4) “therefore, we ourselves speak proudly of you among the churches of God” [Now listen, He’s been waiting.] “for your perseverance and faith in the midst of all your persecutions and afflictions which you endure.” (6) “For after all it is only just for God to repay with affliction those who afflict you, (7) and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire,” [He is coming, and He will bring relief.]  

Go to Zephaniah 3:11.  “In that day you will feel no shame because of all your deeds by which you have rebelled against Me; for then I will remove from your midst your proud, exulting ones, and you will never again be haughty on My holy mountain.” [Wait for Me.  I am going to judge the sinners.  I’m going to get rid of them in Jerusalem.] (12) “But I will leave among you a humble and lowly people, and they will take refuge in the name of the LORD. (13) The remnant of Israel (listen carefully) will do no wrong and tell no lies, nor will a deceitful tongue be found in their mouths; for they will feed and lie down with no one to make them tremble.” [Wait for Me.  I am going to bring your peace.  I am going to let you lay down.  I am going to keep you from trembling.  Wait for Me.  I’m coming.]


(14) “Shout for joy, O daughter of Zion!  Shout in triumph, O Israel!  Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter of Jerusalem! (15) The LORD has taken away His judgments against you, He has cleared away your enemies.  The King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst;” [The Prince of Peace is there.  The government is upon His shoulders.  There will be no end to His peace, because He is going to rule over the face of the earth.  This is what He promised David.  The Son of David has mounted His throne, the throne that was promised to David in 2 Samuel 7:12-13, that he will not fail to have one of his descendants sit on the throne forever.  The child that is born, the Son that has been given, now the government is upon His shoulders, and there will be no end to His government or the increase of His peace. You will fear disaster no more.]  

Zephaniah 3:16, “In that day it will be said to Jerusalem: ‘Do not be afraid, O Zion; do not let your hands fall limp. (17) The LORD your God is in your midst, a victorious warrior.  He will exult over you with joy, He will be quiet in His love, He will rejoice over you with shouts of joy.’ (18) I will gather those who grieve about the appointed feasts—’ [They grieved in the days of Josiah because they hadn’t celebrated the feasts.] “They came from you, O Zion; the reproach of exile is a burden on them. (19) Behold, I am going to deal at that time with all your oppressors, I will save the lame and gather the outcast, and I will turn their shame into praise and renown in all the earth. (20) At that time I will bring you in,” [This is Israel’s future.  This is the peace of Jerusalem that you are praying for.  This is the One that you give Him no rest, as Isaiah 62:7 says, until He establishes Jerusalem a praise on the face of this earth.] (20) “At that time I will bring you in, even at the time when I gather you together; indeed, I will give you renown and praise among all the people of the earth, when I restore your fortunes before your eyes,’ says the LORD.” [So there is judgment on the earth; there is judgment on Judah and Jerusalem; there is judgment on the surrounding nations; there is judgment on Jerusalem; there is judgment on the earth.  And then there is what?  It begins with judgment—it ends with joy, and that is the end of judgment.  It is joy; it is rejoicing.  That is why He says, “Rejoice, rejoice, the time has come to rejoice.”  He is going to exalt over you with joy.  

I want to share with you, precious one, that this is the message of peace.  The message of peace is this, that there is no peace without righteousness.  There is no peace until God deals with sin, which He did at the cross, and with sinners who refuse to believe in Him.  There is no peace until then.  John 3:16, says, “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life. (17) For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world might be saved through Him. (18) He who believes in Him is not judged;” [Have you got that?  He who believes is not judged.] “he who does not believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. (19) And this is judgment, that the light has come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the light, for their deeds were evil.”  

He has offered us escape from judgment through His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.  But if we refuse that, then what awaits us?  It says in John 3:36, “He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son” [because belief and obedience are synonymous] “will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.”  The wrath of God abides on him.  

What will it be, beloved—belief and obedience, or refusal to come to the light and continuing in darkness, and experiencing the wrath of God.  Remember, the justice of God, the righteousness of God, demands justice, and justice commands wrath, because the Holy God has to deal with sin.  
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