THE GOOD, THE BAD AND THE UGLY –LESSON 3

“Where Are Those Who Sigh Over Sin?”

Kay Arthur, Teacher


 Who do you know among you, beloved, who longs, and I mean longs, for holiness?  Who longs for righteousness?  Who longs for revival, so that there is that purity of walk with God, and the knowledge of God’s presence, and the sense of His blessings and of His power because He is pleased with you?  Who do you know like that?  How many do you know like that?  How many do you know that look at our society and moan and sign and groan over all the abominations being committed in our midst?  How many of you just agonize because of what you see happening, because you see them saying that it is unconstitutional to forbid a homosexual marriage, or that it is not right to tell people that they cannot live together, or to call sin sin?  How many people do you know that really agonize over the culture, a culture that is so far away from God?  How many people do you know that look at the church, and say, “Really, what is different about us?  Is there any difference in our lifestyle?  Is there any difference in our priorities?  Is there any, differences in our relationships?”  Because, as you look at the statistics, you are seeing a church that is more like the world than like their God, and you see a church that has failed.  

Barna did some statistics recently, and he was absolutely appalled.  He was appalled at the number of people who professed to be Christians, and who did not even name their child’s salvation as one of their priorities in their lives.  They gave priority to education, rather than to the knowledge of God and the walking in His statutes.  Where are we as a nation?  Why are we there?  Well, I believe that we are there because, if we looked around us, we would not see many that are longing and driven in a desire to be holy, to be righteous before God, to be God’s man, to be God’s woman, to stand out in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, and live a life in such a way that they hold forth the word of life, and stand firm with it, and stand firm on the character of God.  What is your desire?  I want us to take just one moment and pray together, beloved.  I want us to ask God to rend the heavens and to meet with us and to speak with us.  I want us to ask God to send revival in the midst of our days, to revive us according to His precepts, as Psalm 119 says.  Let’s pray.  


O Father, we cry to Thee.  We cry to Thee because of what we see.  We see a church that is so far away from Your precepts, from Your standards of righteousness.  We see a church that does not hate every false way, because they don’t know Your precepts.  We see a church, Father, that is so like the world.  We see a syncretism in our religion and in our worship; a syncretism of taking the things of God and blending them with the world, and thinking that is pleasing to You.  O God, I ask You to speak to us.  I ask You to revive us. I ask you to move.  I ask to hear, O Lord, and to move, and to cleanse us and to renew Your spirit within us, and fill us with Your spirit, Father, so that we might desire holiness above all, and that we might pursue holiness, knowing that without it, no man will ever see you.  So, Father, speak to our hearts.  Cleanse us.  You know what we need, and may we have ears to hear, and may we have a heart to believe.  Thank You, Father, for Your word, which is alive and powerful and sharper than any two edged sword, which is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of our heart.  Discern now, Father, and may we in turn be cleansed with the washing of the water of Your word.  In Your name we pray.  Amen.


I would like you to go back to 2 Chronicles 26:5.  I want us to look at two what I call “revivals” in the Scriptures, and I want to see what preceded each one of these revivals.  When we go back to 2 Chronicles 26, we come to king Uzziah.  You remember that King Uzziah was a king that prospered greatly.  He prospered greatly because he sought the Lord.  (5) “And he continued to seek God in the days of Zechariah, who had understanding through the vision of God; and as long as he sought the LORD, God prospered him.” [You know as God prospered Uzziah, God prospered the Southern Kingdom of Judah.  Yet he became very, very strong.] (16) “But when he became strong, his heart was so proud that he acted corruptly, and he was unfaithful to the LORD his God, for he entered the temple of the LORD to burn incense on the altar of incense.” [You remember Uzziah.  Isaiah 6:1 says that it was in the year that king Uzziah died that Isaiah saw the Lord.  We know that Uzziah died as a leper, because when he went in and insisted on offering incense (which was a duty of only those who were from the tribe of Levi and the house of Aaron) that God struck him with leprosy.  So he dies, and he dies a leper in his own house.]

It is now 750 B.C., and we find Jotham, in 2 Chronicles 27:2, doing right in the sight of the LORD.  (2) “And he did right in the sight of the Lord, according to all that his father Uzziah had done; however he did not enter the temple of the LORD.  But the people continued acting corruptly.” [So we have a Godly king, but we have an ungodly people.] (6) “So Jotham became mighty because he ordered his ways before the LORD his God.” [Here was a man that was mighty in power because he ordered his ways before the Lord.  Yet the people are acting corruptly.]

In 735 B.C., Ahaz takes the throne.  In 2 Chronicles 28 we find that he does evil in the sight of the Lord.  (2) “But he walked in the ways of the kings of Israel; he also made molten images for the Baals. (3) Moreover, he burned incense in the valley of Ben-hinnom, and burned his sons in fire, according to the abominations of the nations whom the LORD had driven out before the sons of Israel.” [In other words, here is a king that is doing what the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, and the inhabitants of the land who lived there before God brought Joshua across that Jordan River, and the people occupied the land.  He was imitating those people, and it was an abomination.  As a result of that, God had driven out the people before the sons of Israel, and now the sons of Israel are doing the same.] (4) “He sacrificed and burned incense on the high places, on the hills and under every green tree. (5) Wherefore, the LORD his God delivered him into the hand of the king of Aram;” [So he ends up in the hands of the king of Aram; and yet, even with this, and even with his deliverance, he does not turn to the Lord.] (19) “For the LORD humbled Judah because of Ahaz king of Israel, for he had brought about a lack of restraint in Judah and was very unfaithful to the LORD.” [He brought about a lack of restraint in Judah and was very unfaithful to the Lord.]

Beloved, as the leadership of a country goes, usually, the people follow.  If you find unrestraint in the leadership, you find it in the people.  I don’t mean to be rude, I don’t mean to be cruel, but go back and look at the history of the United States of America.  Someday historians will look back, if they look back with honest eyes, and they will see that during the reign of President Clinton, during his days in the White House, when he lied to the American public, and it was not judged, we overlooked it.  And we overlooked it because we preferred prosperity to righteousness.  We did not want to call his hand, because what did our society say?  Our society said this, “What he does in private has nothing to do with what he does politically.”  But it does, it does.  The character of a man, the character of a leader, sets the character of the nation.  You will find out, if you study very carefully, that from that time forward we have had a problem.  We have had a problem among our young people with increased immorality, and especially in the area of oral sex, thinking that it is all right.  “And it really isn’t sex, because after all, the President of the United States said it.”  He did it, and very few said that it was wrong, and he was allowed to stay in power.


So you see that his (Ahaz) infidelity to the Lord brings about a lack of restraint in Judah, and he was very unfaithful to the Lord.  He is distressed again by the king of Aram. (22) “Now in the time of his distress this same King Ahaz became yet more unfaithful to the LORD.” [In times of distress, as we see in Amos 3:6, if there is a calamity in the city, the Lord has done it.  Times of distress are permitted by God.  They are filtered through His sovereignty, and they have a purpose, and that purpose is to bring us back to God.  Yet in his time of distress he did not turn to God, rather he was more unfaithful to God.  

We are living in a time of distress.  We are hearing about it as we turn on the news, as we listen to what is happening.  Yesterday we heard about a gang, a very vicious, violent gang of people that have come over the border from Mexico and that are terrorizing people, absolutely brutal in their dealings.  We hear that there is no safety in the air because of small planes, and they are not being guarded.  We’re hearing that there is a high terrorist alert that comes and goes in our society, and God is trying to get our attention.  And all of this that you and I have been studying in Kings and Prophets (No you are not going to remember every single king, unless you are brilliant.)  But you are going to remember that the kings of the North, from the time of the division of the kingdom, did evil in the sight of the Lord.  You are going to see that, from the time of the division of the kingdom, that the kings of the South (some of them) did what was right in the eyes of the Lord and some of them did what was evil in the sight of the Lord.  And according to that, the land prospered, or the land was judged by God.  And you see that God is sending prophet after prophet after prophet, calling them to awaken, calling them to see their sin, calling them to depart from their iniquity.  

We have listened to the prophets, and we have heard over and over and over again about the righteousness of God, the holiness of God, and how we have to be careful in our prosperity.  Amos he warns us during that time that when we are prosperous then we forget God.  The very same thing is said in Deuteronomy 6:10-12.  He said, “Now when you go into that land, and you take over houses that you didn’t build, and you sit, and you eat the fruit of the crops that you did not sow, be careful lest you forget God.”  We’re living in times that are epochal, beloved, and we need revival.  We are living in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation.  

Listen to what it says in 2 Chronicles 28:23.  “For he sacrificed to the gods of Damascus which had defeated him, and said, ‘Because the gods of the kings of Aram helped them, I will sacrifice to them that they may help me.’” [How is he walking?  Is he walking according to the statutes of the word of God?  No, he is walking to the rationale of his mind.  He looks at the situation; he looks at it apart from the word of God, and in the rationale of his mind and the human reasoning, he says this, “I am defeated.  I was defeated by Aram.  It must be the gods of Aram that gave them the power to defeat me, so therefore I will worship the gods of Aram.”  Instead of stopping and opening the book, and saying, “O my God, look at what I have done!  And because I have been unfaithful, it is you, God, who has judged me, just as you said that you would judge me.  And I fall on my knees, and I repent, and I cry to You, because I know that I am in dire trouble because of what your word says.”  No, he doesn’t go that way.  He walks in the human reasoning of his mind.  

And you watch in our culture right now, and you watch in the church, and you watch people reason and rationalize their behavior according to the culture of the world, because surely God knows that we are living in this culture, and we cannot hold to that straight and narrow path of the word of God.  You say, “That’s stupid.”  Yes it is, but I want to tell you something, when you look at the statistics, this is exactly the way the church is walking.  The church’s worldview is not a Biblical worldview, for the most part.  The percentage of those that hold a Biblical worldview, and that means that you look at the world through the lens of the word of God, and you analyze everything according to the word of God, and if what is happening in the world does not match up to the word, it is not the word that is wrong, it is not the word that is out of date, rather it is the world out of step with God.  There is only one God, the sovereign ruler of all the universe, and He is a Holy God, and in righteousness and holiness He will judge this earth.  If we would not judge ourselves, then we would be judged of God.  

So what do we need?  We need revival.  We need to judge ourselves. (23) “But they (these gods) became the downfall of him and all Israel. (24) Moreover, when Ahaz gathered together the utensils of the house of God, he cut the utensils of the house of God in pieces; and he closed the doors of the house of the LORD, and made altars for himself in every corner of Jerusalem.” [He made altars.  Altars to God?  No, altars for himself, altars to worship the gods of Aram, the gods of Damascus.] (25) “In every city of Judah he made high places to burn incense to other gods, and provoked the LORD, the God of his fathers, to anger.”  [That is in the days of Ahaz, in 735 B.C.]

Then came revival.  Then came revival, because this is what they needed, and God in His mercy, and God in His grace, puts a man on the throne who is the son of ungodly Ahaz, and his name is Hezekiah.  He is only twenty-five years old when he becomes king, and he reigns twenty-nine years in Jerusalem.  Listen, we must reach our children; we must teach our children.  We must call our children to holiness and righteousness.  We must explain to them that there is a world out there that is anti-God and that is going to try to squeeze you into its mold, but you don’t have to be squeezed into its mold.  You can stand firm, and you can know the Scriptures from a child, which are able to make you wise unto salvation.  This is what we need.  We need parents that will go back home.  We need parents that will raise their own children, instead of putting them in the nursery, and putting them in the day schools.  You say, “But they are in Christian ones.”  Okay, I want to know how Christian they are.  I want to know how righteous they are.  I want you to know that if you ever study about children, children bond to the ones that they are the closest to physically.  So what are you going to have them bond to?  Who is going to influence your child?  If God gave you that child, did He give you that child to be raised by someone else?  You say, “But I won’t have—we won’t have—and we won’t be able to educate—.”  Listen, all of that is God’s business.  You and I are to seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and He will take care of everything else.  And it doesn’t matter if you are poor.  It doesn’t matter whether you are from the north or south, and you are poor.  It does not matter; because it is God who will take care of you, and provide for you, and who will use you—if you will simply seek Him.

Look at Hezekiah, in 2 Chronicles 29:1.  “Hezekiah became king when he was twenty-five years old; and he reigned twenty-nine years in Jerusalem.” [They make a point of telling you who his mother was, because obviously his father was a bad influence.] “and his mother’s name was Abijah, the daughter of Zechariah.” [She has a godly heritage.] (2) He did right in the sight of the LORD, according to all that his father David had done. (3) In the first year of his reign,” [this 25 year-old guy, in his first year of reign], in the first month, he opened the doors of the house of the LORD and repaired them.] (4) “He brought in the priests and the Levites, and gathered them into the square on the east. (5) Then he said to them, ‘Listen to Me, O Levites.’” [Listen.  God is saying to you, “Listen to Me, O child of God; listen to Me, O Christian.] “‘Consecrate yourselves now, and consecrate the house of the LORD, the God of your fathers, and carry the uncleanness out from the holy place. (6) For our fathers have been unfaithful’” [We have seen “unfaithful” three times, just in my reading.  Unfaithful.  What does “unfaithful” mean?  It means we are not walking according to the word of God.  It means we are not adhering to the word of God.  It means this God has spoken, and this is what He has said, and we have turned away from it.  We have not embraced His truth.  We have walked our own way.  We have done our own thing.]


(6) “For our fathers have been unfaithful and have done evil in the sight of the LORD our God, and have forsaken Him and turned their faces away from the dwelling place of the LORD, and have turned their backs. (7) They have also shut the doors of the porch and put out the lamps, and have not burned incense or offered burnt offerings” [Incense was to be offered twice a day.  Morning sacrifice and evening sacrifice and burnt offerings were love offerings.] “in the holy place to the God of Israel. (8) Therefore the wrath of the LORD was against Judah and Jerusalem,” [In other words, why do you think it failed during the days of my father?  Why do you think the kings of Aram overcame my father?  It was not because of the gods of Aram were stronger, but rather, it was because a Holy God was not treated as holy.  He says, in Leviticus 10:3, “I will be treated as Holy by all those who come before Me.”] (8) “Therefore the wrath of God was against Judah and Jerusalem, and He has made them an object of terror, of horror, and of hissing, as you see with your own eyes. (9) For behold, our fathers have fallen by the sword, and our sons and our daughters and our wives are in captivity for this.”

Our children are in captivity.  Our young people are in the captivity of immorality.  They go away to school (and I shared this with you earlier), but there is an article written that says that schools have become dorm brothels.  Even the girls that go there with their virginity intact, because of the pressure of the culture and because of all they see, and all that is accepted, it is like offering your daughter up as a prostitute in college.  They are brothels, because there are no restraints at all.  We are in captivity, because we have turned away from God.  We are not in captivity because the world is so lousy, because the world has always been lousy.  Ever since Adam and Eve sinned, sin has been in the world.  There have been those, as God says in Genesis 3:15, when he spoke to the serpent, “I will put enmity between you (the serpent) and the woman; between your seed and her seed;” Satan has a seed, and Satan has a people.  Those people are just like their father, who was a murderer, a liar, and a destroyer, and has been once since the beginning.  We’re living in the midst of that crooked and perverse generation, but we have the God who is above all, who tells Satan, “This is your limit.”  We live in the midst of this crooked and perverse generation, and God has allowed us here that we might be light in the midst of the darkness, that we might be salt to stop the spread of corruption.


He is saying, that because you have not lived the way God says, (9) “our fathers have fallen by the sword, and our sons and our daughters and our wives are in captivity for this.” [That is exactly what has happened.  We hear it over and over and over and over again—sin, sin, sin, sin.  Now, we can choose sin, or we can choose righteousness.  If you have been involved with sin, how do you get away from that sin?  How does revival come?  Well, it comes with consecrating ourselves.  It comes with getting rid of the uncleanness.]  

Watch what he does.  Hezekiah begins with the priests and the Levites.  The Levites are the teachers; the priests are the ones that have charge of the temple.  So he begins with them.  What are his first words to them?  “Consecrate yourselves; set yourselves apart.” (5) “Listen to me, O Levites.  Consecrate yourselves now (now is the time), and consecrate the house of the LORD, the God of your fathers, and carry the uncleanness out from the holy place.” [If you and I are going to have revival, then it begins with the awareness of your sin.  It begins with the forsaking of that sin.  It begins, first of all, with you, with you consecrating yourselves.  How do you consecrate yourself?  You cannot consecrate yourself, set yourself apart, if you are going to have sin in your life.  It says, in Romans 12:1, “I beseech you therefore, brethren, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable unto the LORD, which is your reasonable service of worship.”  You cannot present your body as a sacrifice to Him if you are going to cling to sin.  It has to be gone.  You have to get rid of it.  You have to consecrate yourself.  You have to go before the Lord.  And as you go before the Lord, and as you sit at His feet, then He begins to cleanse you through the washing of the water of God’s word.]

Have you studied revivals?  Do you know about the revival in Wales?  There was a revival in Wales under Evan Roberts.  Evan Roberts was a coal miner, and God gripped his heart, and he came out of the coal mines, and had the fire of God on him to go about and to preach in Wales.  It was called the Welch Revival.  In one year, they saw a hundred thousand people come to Christ.  Now there was a problem—it didn’t last terribly long.  It didn’t last terribly long, and some of those who professed to know Christ turned away.  But during that time, and in those cities, there were coal mines there.  And in those days, coal meant money, so people flocked to make money.  When the coal miners would come out, and on the way home they would stop in the church, their faces black with soot, their clothes covered with the dust of coal, and they would begin crying out to God, agonizing, and lead by the spirit of God to go into that church.  And as they began crying to God, the black washed away with the water of their tears.  

They went home, and drunkards who had spent all their money, and never brought home their paycheck, and left the families in poverty, the drunkards now stopped drinking.  Many of the pubs had to close, and the police, all of a sudden, didn’t have very much to do, because there was a change.  And the obscenities that were written on the walls of public buildings were then erased and changed, and on the walls came Scriptures.  There was revival.  In ten weeks they saw three thousand converts.  Three thousand converts in this one little town, which was one-tenth of the population.  And it changed the character of the town.  It was an awesome, awesome time.  They would go, and they would sing to the Lord, and they would call each other to holiness.  One would come and start to pray for the young people.  A young man came two hundred and forty miles (and most of that on bicycle) because he wanted to come from England to Wales, because he had heard about this revival.  He stood and he said. “Pray for the people in our colleges.  You don’t know the temptations.”  That was the Welch Revival.  That was a hundred years ago.  This is what happened, and it lasted for awhile, and then it was over.  By the way, that revival affected twelve other countries, because they came because they were hungry for righteousness, hungry for holiness, longing to know the power of God and the peace of God.


You find now, as you study Hezekiah, that He moves from the priest to the people, and they offer the sacrifices.  The first offering that they are offering is the sin offering.  The second offering that they offer is the burnt offering, which is the love offering.  Then the people come, and they begin bringing their sacrifices and thank offerings to the Lord because of the movement of God.  (You see the word “consecrate,” “consecrate,” and you marked it all over.)  Then they celebrated the Passover.  As they celebrate the Passover, there is a moving of God.  Hezekiah sends a message to the north, and he sends a message up to Samaria, and to the lands of Manasseh, and Ephraim, and all those people, and he sends the message to come down and to celebrate this Passover.  This is in 728 B.C.  

What happens in 722 B.C.?  They are taken captive.  Here is a chance for revival.  As the message goes out, it says, in 2 Chronicles 30:10, “So the couriers passed from city to city through the country of Ephraim and Manasseh, and as far as Zebulun, but they laughed them to scorn and mocked them.” [Listen to me very carefully.  Let the world laugh; let them laugh.  As long as you know that you are right with God, as long as you are holy before the Lord, let them laugh.)  They laughed, they mocked, they scorned, and they went into captivity.  They were taken into captivity.]  (11) “Nevertheless some men of Asher, Manasseh and Zebulun humbled themselves and came to Jerusalem.” [They humbled themselves.]  

One of the things that you will see that is a common characteristic of every revival is a humbling of yourself.  There is a bringing of yourself low.  I told you when I studied Hezekiah that God brought a revival in my life, and how God searched my heart, and how God showed me, as I looked at Hezekiah and how he slipped into pride because of all that God was doing, and how God showed me pride in my own life.  How I wept, and how the couch shook!  Why do I tell you this?  It is a means of humbling myself.  It’s a means of letting you know, “Hey, this woman is not absolute perfection.”  Of course, if you work with me, you know that.  But I am pressing on.  I was reading in Matthew, and it talks about every word; we will be judged for every word, every word, because of the power of the tongue, and because the tongue comes from the heart.  We have to humble ourselves.  This is what he did, and there was revival.]  


Who is Hezekiah’s son that mounts the throne after Hezekiah dies?  It is Manasseh.  What do you know about Manasseh?  You know that Manasseh did more evil than any other king at that time (2 Kings 21:9), and that he led the people to do more evil.  He seduced them, it says.  As you study about Manasseh,  Manasseh seduced the people to do sin.  As a result of that, you find the kingdom again, for almost fifty-five years, in a state of sin that is so great, so great that it is worse than the state of the sin of the Canaanites and Perizzites and Hittites, the people that lived in the land before Joshua took them in.  It is so bad that it is worse than then.  In other words, they are worse than the world.  If something doesn’t happen, beloved, in the United States of America, then we are going to be worse than the world.  

He seduced the people.  In 2 Chronicles 33:9, it says, “Thus Manasseh misled Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem to do more evil than the nations whom the LORD destroyed before the sons of Israel.” [Now, we know, from Chronicles  33:10-13, that when he is led by hooks in his nostril, and taken in that great humiliation and pain, and being led by the enemy down to captivity, then he recognizes that God is God, and then he repents.  Then he calls on the Lord.  And God, who is gracious and compassionate, hears him, and hears his cry, and He takes him out of captivity, and He takes him home.  (We looked at it last week.)  But then Manasseh dies, and then we have a revival, I believe, of the kind that we need today.  That is the revival that comes under the king Josiah.


Josiah becomes king when he is eight years old.  At the age of sixteen, he begins to seek God.  At the age of twenty, he begins to purge the land.  At the age of twenty-six, he decides that now he is going to clear the house of the Lord, and cleanse the house of the Lord.  When he does, and his workmen go in, Hilkiah comes back, and he says, “I have found the word of God which was lost in the house of God.”  When he finds the word of God, what does this young man do?  


Go to 2 Kings 22:11.  “When the king heard the words of the book of the law, he tore his clothes.”  (13) “Go, inquire of the LORD for me and the people and all Judah concerning the words of this book that has been found,” [“That has been found.”  I want you to see, it has been found.  The word of God is back on the scene.  It has been found.] “for great is the wrath of the LORD that burns against us, because our fathers have not listened to the words of this book, to do according to all that is written concerning us.” [Now listen, our fathers have not listened to the words of this book, to do according to all that is written.  What did he find?  He found Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy.  He found the Torah.  Hilkiah reads to him the Torah, and as he reads to him the Torah, and he sees the history, and he sees that when man makes his choice to believe, that he can be like God, and eats the fruit of the tree, that from that point on there is trouble.  When man believes he can be what?  What did the serpent say?  (Gen.3:5) “In the day that you eat of the fruit of that tree you shall be as God.”  No longer man, dependant on God, accountable to God, but you shall be as God.  You shall know the difference between good and evil.  You don’t need God.  God is holding back on you.


Do you know when our trouble began?  Our trouble began in the 1800’s, because there was a German theologian by the name of Julius Welhausen.  Julius Welhausen and other German rationalists got together.  One man, as a catalyst with these other men, and they got together and they decided that the word of God was not inerrant.  They decided the word of God was written by man, and there was truth in it, and then there was man’s truth in it, and therefore, man had to walk by his reasoning.  And so they turned from the divine inspiration of the word of God to saying it contains error, it contains things that are not right about God.  You, rational man, are to look at this Bible, and you, because of your capability, can sit in judgment upon God.  You can be like God.  You can decide.  That was the first time in history that the word of God had been doubted as being the inerrant, inspired word of God, God-breathed, without mistake, without error in the original languages.  And (2 Peter 1:20,21) so spoken in such a way, that when holy men of God wrote or spoke, as they were moved by the Holy Spirit, it was not of their own interpretation, of their own devising, but they wrote down the very words of God.  Not the thoughts of God, but the very words of God.  So, in 1878, you have a new wind of doubt that blows across the continents.  It is doubt, it is distrust of God, and it is a spiritual restlessness.  Why?  Because they no longer believe that this book is a divine revelation, but it has religious views that are anchored in human reasoning.  That’s when we got in trouble.  

That was in 1878, and we are reaping the harvest of this today.  We’re reaping the harvest of this today, because this is the way we are living.  We are not living by every word that comes out of the mouth of God.   So what needs to happen?  We need to find the word of God in the house of God, and we need to read it, and we need to hear it, and we need to humble ourselves, and we need to weep before God, and we need to tear our clothes, so that God can move from heaven in a Holy Ghost revival.  That’s what we need.  That’s what we so desperately, desperately need, beloved.


I really believe with all my being that God has brought Precept Ministries International to the kingdom for such a time as this.  When Bill Bright called me (this was a number of years ago) I was on my way to Israel, at an airport ready to get on a plane, and I said, “I will call you from Israel.”  I called him from Israel.  He said, “I have been fasting; I have been seeking God,” and he says, “I believe that God wants us to call others to fasting and prayer to seek God for revival.  Would you be part of the initial team?”  And I said, “Yes,” and I was part of that initial team, along with others.  But one of the things that I felt that God was dropping into my heart was, “We are not ready for revival.”  The reason we’re not ready for revival was because, I thought, “If it happens, it won’t last.  If it happens, it won’t last because we don’t have enough people in the churches that know the word of God.  We don’t have enough people that know this book, that know the character of God, that know the difference between human reasoning and rationale, and what the very words of God say so that we can live by them.”  

I believe that God wants to build up an army of men and women, you and me, who want to seek God, who want to consecrate ourselves, who want to carry the uncleanness out of our lives, and carry the uncleanness out of the temple of God;out of this temple (my body), because my body is His temple, but also out of the temple of the local church, so that the local church becomes a church that is pure, that is like a bride.  Paul says, “I desire to present you as a chaste virgin.”  A “chaste virgin” means you are pure all the way.  It doesn’t mean you have just retained your virginity, and done everything else on the side.  But it means that you, as a child of God, are a chaste virgin, that there is a purity to your life, that there is a purity of your heart, and your passions, and your desires, and your walk, and your talk, etc.  So since He desires to present us as a chaste virgin, then we consecrate ourselves.  We go to the church, and we get the message, and we get them into the word, so that they are cleansed with the washing of the water of the word, that they might present to the Lord an acceptable sacrifice.  So this is what happens.


You see Huldah, the prophetess, saying, in 2 Kings 22:18b, “‘Regarding the words which you have heard, (19) because your heart was tender and you humbled yourself before the LORD when you heard what I spoke against this place and against its inhabitants that they should become a desolation and a curse, and you have torn your clothes and wept before Me, I truly have heard you,’ declares the LORD. (20) ‘Therefore, behold, I will gather you to your fathers, and you will be gathered to your grave in peace, and your eyes will not see all the evil which I will bring on this place.” [I am going to bring wrath.  I have to bring wrath.  You know why He has to bring wrath.  He tells us, as you go over to 2 Kings 23:26, “However, the LORD did not turn from the fierceness of His great wrath with which His anger burned against Judah, because of all the provocations with which Manasseh had provoked Him.” [It was like this, Manasseh was the last straw with God.  So wrath is going to come, but not during the days of Josiah.] 


Now, you and I know we have studied the Minor Prophets, “the day of the Lord” is coming.  It’s a day of distress.  It’s a day of darkness.  It’s a day of gloom.  It’s a day of wrath.  It’s a day of the Lord’s anger.  It’s coming.  Yes, it is coming.  But if you and I would find the word of God, and we would get it into the house of God, and we would proclaim it to the people of God, and we would call them to holiness, and say, “Follow me, because I am following Jesus Christ,” then we could stay the hand of God’s judgment.  We could see revival.  We could see a hundred thousand in a year come to know the Lord Jesus Christ.  I mean, genuinely come to know Jesus Christ.  I am weary and weary of messages that give forth the gospel, but never deal with sin, because the gospel is for sinners.  Jesus died for our sins.  We’ve got to deal with sin.  


This is what happens, so what does Josiah do?  He makes a covenant.  When he makes this covenant, this is what he does.  He stood by the pillar, (2 Kings 23:2b) “and he read in their hearing all the words of the book of the covenant, which was found in the house of the LORD. (3) And the king stood by the pillar and made a covenant before the LORD,” [Listen, this is what God wants from you.] “a covenant before the LORD, to walk after the LORD, and to keep His commandments and His testimonies and His statutes with all your heart and all your soul, to carry out the words of this covenant that were written in this book.” [You see, we are no longer under the old covenant, but that doesn’t mean that we break the old covenant.  It means that the new covenant has given us the Spirit that enables us to keep the old covenant, that enables us to keep the law, that enables us to fulfill the righteousness of God, not the law in the letter.  You understand what I am saying.  But that we walk in righteousness, because the Spirit in us enables us, as Romans 8:3-4 says, “For what the law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did: sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh.”  [He then, through us, fulfills the law.  In other words, we walk in righteousness, and this is what I am talking about.]  

So he enters into the covenant.  Now watch, when he enters into the covenant, what does he do?  He cleans house.  And he cleans house so thoroughly that when you get to verse 2 Kings 23:12, you find that he reaches back to the abominations of former kings.  He reaches back to Ahaz, he reaches to Manasseh, he reaches to Jeroboam I, and he reaches all the way to Solomon, that great king.  But that great king who seduced the people also by making altars in high places for the gods of his wife.  So then the people went and worshipped them, and the result of them going and worshipping them, on those high places, then God divides the kingdom.  God divides the kingdom.  And when He divides the kingdom, from that time on, those high places remain intact from 931 B.C. until 622 B.C.  When you find the word of God, which is lost in the house of God, beloved, and you find the word, and it is not just a desire to be holy, not just a desire to get away from sin, not just a desire to be righteous, but it is a desire to know every word that comes out of the mouth of God.  When you do that, then you have a cleansing like you’ve never had before.  You have a Passover, a celebration like you’ve never had before.  

This was the revival of revival, because it was based on the word of God.   And that is your challenge, and that’s my challenge today, beloved—to so know this book, to so love this book, to be so obedient to this book, why?  Because it’s a book?  No, because it’s the very words of God.  So to have an allegiance to this book, and to love this book, and so desire to walk according to these statutes and commandments, then, beloved, when we do that, we’re ready for revival.  We’re ready for what God does in the lives and the hearts of others.  

O God, give us a revival like the days of Josiah, because throughout his lifetime the people, because they had found the word of God in the house of God, did not turn from following the Lord God of their fathers.  May it be so with us.  
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