THE GOOD, THE BAD AND THE UGLY – LESSON 4

“Judgment or Revival?”

Kay Arthur, Teacher


 Well, beloved, we’re nearing the end of this series on the Kings and the Prophets.  We’re coming to the end of a great accomplishment.  Many of you have been with us since the book of Genesis.  You have moved all the way through the Old Testament with us.  Others of you have joined along the way, because someone has invited you, or because there is a hunger in your heart and you have prayed and cried out to God.  You have said, “God, I want to know Your word.  I want to know how to study it for myself.”  Someone told you, and God brought you, and God has opened the eyes of your understanding, and you have joined the ranks of multitudes that have said to me, “I have finally, all these years I have been in the church, all these years I have been crying out to God, and finally, I have learned how to study God’s word for myself.  I have learned more through this study than I have learned in all my years as a child of God.”  The reason that you have is not because of this study, but because you have learned skills that have brought you face to face with the word of God, because you have gone to God’s book itself, and you have said, “God speak to me”; and God has shown you how to observe the text, how to discover what it says, how it interpret it and find out what it means, and then you have had the opportunity through these studies as I have written them (as we have written them together) to apply these truths to your life.  Many of you have been transformed, and so as I speak today, I want you to know that I realize that I am speaking to a group of people that have gotten hold of the word of God, and who have been steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the word of the Lord and in the work of God because you have a heart for God, because way back there, maybe when you studied about David, you said, “God, I want to have a heart after Your own heart.”  Or when we studied in 2 Chronicles, and you heard about Asa, and you heard about (2 Chronicles 16:9) the eyes of the Lord running to and fro throughout the whole earth looking for a man/a woman whose heart is fully His, that He might show Himself strong on your behalf.  You have said, “Lord, here am I, here am I.  I want to be Your man.  I want to be Your woman.”  

Yet there could be among you, some who have studied, some who have heard the words of God, but you really haven’t listened, and it’s you I am very concerned about.  It’s absolutely critical, beloved, that you know that if you have heard these words, but you have not listened to them, then someday they will be your judge.  The words that God has spoken are holy words.  They have come straight from the throne of heaven.  If we do not live by them, then we miss holiness.  We don’t want you to miss holiness.  As we listen to this lesson, and as I give it to you, I want to stop and ask you, face to face, eyeball to eyeball, “Precious one, are you proclaiming what you are hearing?  What you have heard in secret in the inner recesses, and as you have met with God, are you taking those truths, and are you holding them forth in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation?  
Romans 10:17 says, “Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ,” and if you and I are not giving forth the word, then how are they going to believe in someone of whom they have never heard?  How are they going to hear unless someone be sent, and how beautiful are the feet of those that preach the glorious gospel of Jesus Christ.  You say, “But we have been in the Old Testament.”  Listen, the Old Testament is God’s book as well as the New Testament.  As you move through the Old Testament, you’re getting a progressive revelation of the sin of man, and the failure under the old covenant, and the need for man to hear the word of God, to see his sin, and to cry out to God, and ask God to deliver them from their sin, so that He, in turn, might move on your behalf, and you might see and understand that Jesus Christ died according to the Scriptures, according to the Old Testament.  He was buried, and He was raised the third day, according to the Scriptures.   That is the glorious gospel, and you and I have to get it out.  

But let’s look and see where we left off, and where we are going in 2 Kings.  Go to 2 Kings 23.  We find a revival taking place.  A revival takes place, because what was found and where was it found?   What was found?  The word of God.  Where was it?  In the house of God.  What had happened to it in the house of God?  It had gotten lost in the house of God.  When the book was brought to Josiah, and he heard the book for the first time, what did he do?  He tore his clothes.  He wept before God.  And because he wept before God, because he tore his clothes, because he humbled himself, because he brought himself low, because he realized that great was the wrath of God upon them because their fathers had not listened to the words of this book.  They had not kept the words of this book.  Then when he cried to God, God heard him, and God said, “I am going to stay my hand of judgment.  Judgment is coming, especially because of the sins of Manasseh, but I am going to stay My hand of judgment, and you will go to your grave in peace.”   


We come now to 2 Kings 23:28.  “Now the rest of the acts of Josiah and all that he did, are they not written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Judah? (29) “In his days Pharaoh Neco king of Egypt went up to the king of Assyria to the river Euphrates.  And King Josiah went to meet him, and when Pharaoh Neco saw him he killed him at Megiddo.” [What is happening here?  Let’s go back, and I know in your discussion group that you reviewed your history, but I want to make sure that you understand it.  We have to go back beyond this time, beyond 609, to 612 B.C.  In 612 B.C., what happens?  Nineveh fell to Babylon, to the Neo-Babylon Empire.   Who was the king that conquered Nineveh?  It was Nabopolassar.  Nabopolassar was the father of a man that is going to take front and center in a lot of the prophets, and his name is Nebuchadnezzar.  So Nineveh fell.  God had warned Nineveh through the prophet Nahum.  

So this is what happened.  It is Babylon that comes and attacks Nineveh right here, and Nineveh is the capital of Assyria, and so Assyria retreats.  They lose Nineveh.  Assyria is going to come over to Carchemish, and Pharaoh Neco from Egypt is going to come up and meet him at Carchemish, and they are going to go after this Babylon Empire, this Babylonian power that is coming up on the scene.  Why?  Because Assyria is the dominant power up to the North, and Egypt is the dominant power of the South.  They don’t want them coming over from Babylon, from Chaldea, and taking over.  So we find in 609 B.C. that Pharaoh Neco starts up to Carchemish.  On the way, Josiah comes out and meets him, and 2 Chronicles 35:20-24 tells us about the discussion.  (Kings does not tell us.)  Neco says, “Go home; my war is not with you.  This is not your war; go home.”  But Josiah will not listen, and consequently Josiah dies.  Now we come to the text that we have been studying.


2 Kings 23:31.  “Jehoahaz was twenty-three years old when he became king, and he reigned three months in Jerusalem; and his mother’s name was Hamutal the daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah. (32) He did evil in the sight of the LORD, according to all that his fathers had done. (33) And Pharaoh Neco imprisoned him at Riblah in the land of Hamath, that he might not reign in Jerusalem; and he imposed on the land a fine of one hundred talents of silver and a talent of gold. (34) And Pharaoh Neco made Eliakim the son of Josiah king in the place of Josiah his father,” [So we have one son, Jehoahaz, as king, and he reigns only three months.  Then he is imprisoned by Pharaoh Neco of Egypt.  Then Pharaoh Neco made Eliakim the son of Josiah king in the place of Josiah his father, and changed his name to Jehoiakim.  As we look at this, I want us to look at the period of Jehoiakim’s reign.  We know that Jehoahaz is only on the scene three months, so he’s not really an essential figure in us remembering the history of Israel.  But Jehoiakim is very, very important, because his life, as shown to us by the prophet Jeremiah, has much to say to us today.  It has much to say to us, because the church is in much the same state that the children of Israel were in the days of Jehoiakim.]  

I would like to quote to you from David F. Wells.  David F. Wells wrote a pamphlet called “The “Bleeding Church”.  When he wrote this, he wrote it because he was very, very burdened.  He says, “The church is a mile wide, but it is only an inch deep.”  It is a mile wide but only an inch deep, because we are not a people of the book.  “Because the word of God, in essence, has gotten lost in the house of God, as it had in the days of Josiah.”  This is what he says, and I am only giving you part of the book.  “First we must recover the lost word of God.  The problem is not, of course, that the Bible itself has disappeared.  There are, in fact, enough Bibles in America to put one in every single home.  No, the problem is that we’re not hearing the word of God.”  That’s the problem.  We have the word, but we are not hearing the word of God.  “It does not rest consequentially upon us.  It does not cut.”  He goes on to say, “It is surely one of the great ironies of our time, that in the 1970’s and 1980’s, so much effort was put forth into the defining inspiration.”  They were very concerned about people holding to the Biblical inerrancy of the word of God, and looking at the best words to express and protect it; protect it, as it is the word of God.  

I have shared with you that in 1878, Julius Welhausen came up with this theory that the Bible was not inspired by God, but that it contained error.  That damnable, destructive, demonic doctrine found its way into our seminaries, and it created a group of men that did not trust the Bible as the inerrant word of God.  They turned from the word of God to the philosophy of man, and the philosophy of man, as we have seen in our society, cannot heal man.  It cannot heal man.  Philosophy and psychology are a bandage, but they are not a cure for the cancer that is spreading throughout our land.  

He goes on to say, “All the while that that work was going on, unnoticed by us, the church was quietly unhitching itself from the truth of Scripture in practice.  Biblical inspiration was affirmed, but its consequences were not worked out for our preaching, our techniques for growing the church, our techniques for healing, our own fractured Scriptures.”  In other words, we tried to heal the church, we tried to build the church, unhitched from the word of God.  Do you understand?  We turned to man’s ways.  We turned to marketing.  We turned to looking at our society, and what does our society wants, and where is our society.  So we started dressing more like the world, in order to communicate to the world, watering down the message, not speaking about sin, and just bringing them in.  Instead of giving time to the word of God on the platform, we give time to skits.  We give more time to music than we give to the word of God, so the word of God has gotten lost or neglected in the house of God.  

These all happen largely without the use of Scripture.  “It is as if we think that while the Bible is inspired, it is nevertheless inadequate to the task of sustaining and nourishing the church.”  I want to ask you a question.  Do you believe that the Bible is inadequate for us to reach this culture that we have, and to introduce them to Jesus Christ, and to call them to holiness of living?  Do you believe that?  Do you believe that we have got to go the way of the world?  Are we quicker to open a book on church planning or growing the church than we are to open the Bible and to understand it?  Are we quicker to preach the poems and the philosophies, and show the movies of man than we are to opening the Bible and explaining the Bible?  

I want us to go from here to Jeremiah 26:1, because all we hear here is about Jehoiakim, and we hear it in very few versus.  You have studied it, and basically it is that he lived, that he died and that he interacted with Pharaoh—and that was it.  But Jeremiah the prophet gives us insight into what is going on in those days, and what happened in the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim, and that is important.  (1) “In the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, this word came from the LORD, saying, (2) ‘Thus says the LORD, “Stand in the court of the LORD’s house, and speak to all the cities of Judah, who have come to worship in the LORD’s house, all the words that I have commanded you to speak to them.  Do not omit a word!’” 

What had God told Jeremiah when he began his ministry?  Let’s go back and review Jeremiah 1.  In Jeremiah 1, we know from v. 2, that Jeremiah began prophesying in the thirteenth year of Josiah.  (4) “Now the word of the LORD came to me saying, ‘Before I formed you in the womb I knew you,” [Did God know you before you were formed in your mother’s womb?  Yes, Psalm 139.] “And before you were born I consecrated you;” [Has God consecrated you before you were born?  Yes, Ephesians 2:10 says, “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.”  When did He foreordain these good works for us to walk in?  Before the foundation of the world.]  

Go to Ephesians 1:3, and just see this, because I want you to see (that although we are studying the times of Jehoiakim) that still in the word of God, in the New Testament, we have the same confirmation.  (3) “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, (4) just as He (God) chose us (thee and me) (where) in Him (when) before the foundation of the world, (why) that we should be holy and blameless before Him. (5) (In love) He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will,” [God has a will.  God has a plan for each one of you.] (9) “He made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His kind intention which He purposed in Him (through Jesus).” (11) “also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will,” 

Do you have any problem with predestination when you read that?  Why don’t you have a problem?  Because you have been in the Old Testament, and because you have seen over and over and over and over again what God has done, and you see Him predestining.  What did you see Him predestining Josiah for?  To burn the bones on the altar, as was prophesied back in 931 B.C., and he does it in 622 B.C.  So you see, you begin to know God in the Old Testament.  So when you start at the beginning of the Book, and you move through book by book, precept upon precept, you’re building your knowledge of God.  You’re coming to understand His ways, and with His precepts you are getting understanding.  By the time you get to the New Testament, it’s no problem, because you know, when you read in Romans 9:13, “Jacob have I loved and Esau have I hated.”  You don’t have any problem with that because you understand, because you studied it in Genesis, and because you know your God, because you understand His ways.


Well, go back to Jeremiah 1:5.  “Before you were born I consecrated you; I have appointed you a prophet to the nations.” [Now what was a prophet?  A prophet was a person who simply spoke for God.  What did he speak for God?  Not anything of his own imagination, but he spoke the words that God gave him to speak.  That is what a true prophet did.  In Jeremiah, you see a lot mentioned of the false prophets.  But the true prophet spoke what God told him to speak.  Now, what about us?]  

Go to Hebrews 1:1.  “God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways,” [You know that He spoke in different ways.  You have seen it.  He spoke in a dream.  He spoke in a vision.  You see that He spoke through the Urim and Thummim.  You see the different ways that God spoke.  You see that He spoke to Moses face to face.] (2) “in these last days has spoken to us in His Son,” [Listen very carefully, not just through His Son, but in His Son.  Not just through the words that Jesus said, but through the life that He lived, that life of total dependence, that life of obedience which laid down His life, who took the form of a servant, and being found in the form of a servant became obedient until death, even death on a cross.  So you have seen it.  You also see from this passage that we are in the last days, because the last days God has spoken in His Son.] “to us whom He (Jesus) appointed heir of all things, through whom also He has made the world.” [So God has spoken.  His revelation is complete, and when you come to the end of Revelations, (22:18), it says, “I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book:” [In all probability, Revelation.]  “if anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues which are written in this book; (19) and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his part from the tree of life and from the holy city, which are written in this book.” [Then you have the end of the book, the end of 66 books.] 



It ends this way.  Revelation 22:20, “He who testifies to these things says, ‘Yes, I am coming quickly.’  Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. (21) The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all.  Amen.” [So what does Paul say?  Paul says in 1 Corinthians 15:10, “but the grace of God in me.”  So he labors, and he labors through the grace of God, and the grace of God is not in vain.  So you and I have a complete revelation of God.  So what are we to do with this complete revelation of God?]  

Go to 2 Timothy 4.  This is Paul’s last epistle, and then he is beheaded for the gospel of Jesus Christ.  This is what he said, and he is saying it to you today.  (1) “I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom:” [This is what Revelation talks about.]  (2) “preach the word;” [Preach the word!  Preach the word!] “be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction. (3) For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine (or sound teaching); but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires; (4) and will turn away their ears from the truth, and will turn aside to myths.” [That is exactly what was happening in the day of Jehoiakim.  It is exactly what was happening in the day of Jeremiah.  It is exactly what is happening today.]


As Jeremiah was God’s prophet in that day, God has chosen you.  God has given you the Book, and you have a commission, and that is to preach this word, in season and out of season, to take it and use it to reprove, to use it to rebuke.   “Reprove” and “rebuke” means sometimes they will listen and they will change.  The other word means they will not listen and they will not change.  But whether they listen, or whether they do not listen, you are to give forth the word of God.  You are to give forth the word of God.  Have you got it?  You are to give forth the word of God, in season and out of season, when it’s convenient and when it’s not convenient.  You are to use it to reprove and rebuke, and you are to do it with longsuffering, with gentleness.  Don’t be a nasty Christian. Don’t be wagging your finger in their face.]  

Dr. Maurice Rawlings is here, and I used to be his nurse before he became a Christian.  I didn’t give him the gospel in the sweetest way, and I apologize again.  In the sweetest way that I could have given it, because I was a young zealous Christian, and I remember telling him, and he’d say, “Leave me alone.”  It’s a wonder he didn’t fire me.  He’d say, “Leave me alone,” and he would say, “I’m going to heaven.”  I would say to him, “Dr. Rawlings, if you are going to heaven, you’re really going to get it at the judgment seat of Christ.”  Well, he wasn’t going to heaven, and he didn’t discover he wasn’t going to heaven until he resuscitated a man that had died, and said that he was in hell, and said, “Tell me how to get saved.”  He knew how to tell them how to get saved, but he hadn’t gotten saved yet.   That was what God used to bring him to Himself.  We have got to preach the word.  We’ve got to know that, even thought they want their ears tickled, we are not to tickle their ears.  
Go back to Jeremiah 1:7.  “But the LORD said to me, ‘Do not say, “I am a youth,” because everywhere I send you, you shall go, and all that I command you, you shall speak. (8) Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you to deliver you,’ declares the LORD.” (9) “Then the LORD stretched out His hand and touched my mouth, and the LORD said to me, ‘Behold, I have put My words in your mouth.’” [Then he goes on to say,] (17) “Now, gird up your loins and arise, and speak to them all which I command you.  Do not be dismayed before them, or I will dismay you before them.” [You’re commissioned; you’ve got the truth.  You’ve seen the parallel.  Now, you are to do as God shows us in Jeremiah.  You are to do as God commands us in 2 Timothy.]  




This is what God says in Jeremiah 26:1.  “In the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim… (2) “speak to them.  Do not omit a word!” [Do not omit a word.  Now what is happening with you?  You, beloved, are learning the whole counsel of God.  You are learning the whole of counsel of God so that no matter where a person is coming from you can whip out the sword of the Spirit (which is the word of God), and you can take that sword, and you can wield that sword with grace.  You don’t jab the sword, but you wield the sword with grace, and you stab them with grace, with the word of God.  You then wiggle it, and let it do its work.  But you can come from every aspect.  You can speak to Jews.  I just spoke to Jews, three members of the Knesset in this place, at this breakfast that Israel sponsored.  I speak to these Jews, and I take Zechariah and I put Zechariah with the Book of Revelation, and say that Jesus is the fulfillment of the King who is going to come—and these men are sitting and weeping, amazed at the way the word of God goes together.  So we live by every word.  


Go back to Jeremiah 26:3.  “Perhaps they will listen and everyone will turn from his evil way, that I may repent of the calamity which I am planning to do to them because of the evil of their deeds.” [Now listen, He has told Josiah, “Calamity is coming.”  And yet here is this gracious, compassionate God  that has written the judgment, and yet is saying to those people, “If you will repent, if you will turn,” and Jeremiah keeps saying, “If you will return to Me,” “If you will return to Me, I will return to you.”  He is a spokesman for God, and He gives them this chance.] (4) “And you will say to them, ‘Thus says the LORD, “If you will not listen to Me, to walk in My law which I have set before you, (5) to listen to the words of My servants the prophets, whom I have been sending to you again and again, but you have not listened; (6) then I will make this house (God’s house) like Shiloh, and this city I will make a curse to all the nations of the earth.”’” [So He is sending then down, and He’s sending them to stand at the house of the LORD and to proclaim the word of God.  He has told them He has sent them to the people—to the people, not just the leaders.  Have you got that?  Not just to the officials, but He has sent them to the common people.  And He has sent them to the common people, and He is speaking the word of God in their language, that they can hear, and that they can understand, so that they might repent, so that they might return.  And He warns them at the same time that if you do not do this, then you will not be blessed of God.  You will be judged instead.]

This is what David Wells says, “If we do not recover the sufficiency of the word of God in our time, if we do not relearn what it means to be sustained by it, nourished by it, disciplined by it, and unless our preachers find the courage again to preach its truth, to allow their sermons to be defined by its truth, we will lose our right to call ourselves protestants, and we will lose our capacity  to be the people of God, and we will set ourselves again on a path that leads right into the old discredited liberal Protestantism.”  It goes on to say, “We have to recover the otherworldliness by making ourselves once again captives to the truth of God, regardless of the cultural consequences.”  That’s the first thing.  He goes on to say that the church has lost its holiness because they have lost a reverence for the word of God.  That’s exactly what happened here, and that’s exactly what is happening in our society.


From there I want us to go to Jeremiah 36:1.  In the fourth year of Jehoiakim, what does God do?  In the fourth year of Jehoiakim, God sends Nebuchadnezzar (king of Babylon), in 605 B.C., up here to fight the battle at Carchemish, when Egypt and Assyria joined in fighting the king of Babylon.  He wins the battle, changes the political landscape of that part of the world, and becomes the new dominant world power (Daniel 12:37-38, 4:11-12,22), the head of gold, and the tree where all the birds of the field rest.  It is the dominate power, and then he comes down (while he is on this side of the world), to Israel, and he conquers in 605 B.C., and he leaves Jehoiakim in the land.  We know that he is in the land because of these verses that we are reading.  He leaves Jehoiakim here, and he takes Daniel and others back up along this route, back to Babylon.  So you have to understand what is happening at this time.  (1) “In the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, this word came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying, ‘Take a scroll and write on it all the words which I have spoken to you concerning Israel, and concerning Judah, and concerning all the nations, from the day I first spoke to you, from the days of Josiah, even to this day.” [So he’s going back, and we know that by this time he’s been prophesying for twenty-three years.  So he is to take His message of the past 23 years, and he is to write it on a scroll.  He is to write it down so that those words that have been spoken might be read and heard again.] (3) “Perhaps the house of Judah will hear all the calamity which I plan to bring on them, in order that every man will turn from his evil way; then I will forgive their iniquity and their sin.’”


So listen, if you are going to preach the word of God according to this message instead of according to the culture, what do you have to preach?  You have to preach the judgment of God.  You have to preach the calamity of God.  Men have to know and understand that there is a consequence to their sin.  They have to know and understand that a holy God can not let sin go unjudged.  We have seen this.  So he has got to, in that message, write down the calamity, so that they might hear that, and turn.  Well, you know that Baruch writes it down, and Jeremiah 36:5 says, “I am restricted; I cannot go to the house of the Lord.” [The king has forbidden that, why?  In Jeremiah 26, he is standing at the house of the Lord, and what is he doing?  He’s giving the message.  He’s not omitting a word, and he’s giving a message of judgment.  He’s giving a message that God is going to have to deal with them if they do not repent.  So he stands there and gives that message.  Well, now Jehoiakim is not going to have anymore of that.  “You are forbidden to go to that house of the Lord.”]

Now listen, you may be forbidden to go someplace, but I’ll tell you, God will give you a Timothy, or God will give you a Timothea that will go for you.  You may be handicapped, you may be at home, you may be old, you may be unable to get out, but I am telling you to cry to God for a Timothy or a Timothea, and teach them the word of God.   We have got the tools to help you teach anybody, any place, any where, any time, any age, any language, we have got it, so that they can know God’s word itself.


So he sends Baruch there.  Jeremiah 36:6 says, “So you go and read from the scroll which you have written at my dictation the words of the LORD to the people in the LORD’s house on a fast day.  And also you shall read them to all the people of Judah who come from their cities. (7) Perhaps their supplication will come before the LORD, and everyone will turn from his evil way, for great is the anger and the wrath that the LORD has pronounced against this people.” [Watch; this is what he does.  He takes the scroll, goes to the house of the LORD, because Jeremiah is not allowed to; he’s standing there, and he’s reading the very words of God, given by God to Jeremiah and recorded by Baruch.  He is reading this, and he is telling about the calamity, and he’s telling about the holiness of God, and he’s telling them about the judgment that is coming, and as he does, he’s saying, “Perhaps someone will hear; perhaps someone will hear this and hear about their sin, and begin to make supplication to God.  (Because if they are coming on a day of fasting, and it’s a fasting according to the LORD, it is a fasting so that you might be right with God.)  So perhaps they are going to come; perhaps their going to do this; perhaps they will make supplication to the LORD, and they will turn from their evil way.  What do you see?  You see that the word of God goes forth.  It strikes the heart when the heart is ready to receive it.  It strikes the heart, and it causes the people then to communicate with God.  God has communicated with them through the word.  When they hear the word of God, they are smitten.  That, in turn, causes them to make supplication to God, to pray to God, and as they make supplication to God, and decide that they are going to repent, and they are going to turn from their evil way, then God hears.  That’s what our business is all about.  You and I have a job description.  That job description is to take the word of God, no matter who we are, and to proclaim it in season and out of season.  Some of the people going into that temple won’t listen; some will listen.  In Jeremiah 35:2-11, he tells them to go to the Rechabites and offer them wine.  They were forbidden by their father to drink wine, and they said, “No, we’re not going to do it.” [They said no to Jeremiah.  And God says in Jeremiah 35:13,] “See, these people have listened to their father and have obeyed him.  My people have not listened to Me, their God, and they have not obeyed Me.” [Then he reads from the book—in the  fourth year.]

What happens in the fifth year?  In the ninth month of the fifth year there is another fast.  So he (Baruch) goes again, and he reads the book of Jeremiah in the house of the LORD in the chamber of these officials.  These officials now hear the words of God, and they say to Baruch, “Go hide.”  They go to the king, and they tell the king what he is reading.  What does the king do?  Jeremiah 36:22, “Now the king was sitting in the winter house in the ninth month, with a fire burning in the brazier before him. (23) When Jehudi had read three or four columns, the king cut it with a scribe’s knife,” [He takes the knife and cuts the paper.  It was written in columns, and he cuts three or four columns, and he has them throw it in the fire.  You can just see the insolence; you can see the attitude.  He listens to these words; he listens to the judgment; he listens to the holiness of God, and he takes it and throws it into the fire.] “and threw it into the fire that was in the brazier, until all the scroll was consumed in the fire that was in the brazier. (24) Yet the king and all his servants who heard all these words were not afraid, nor did they rend their garments.” [He cuts it up, he burns it, and what does God say to Jeremiah?  “Write it again, because My word will abide.  My word will abide.  My word will not be changed.  No man can stop My word.”]

In 1381, Wycliffe, who was a professor of Bible and President of the Ballot College at Oxford, was upset with the Pope.  I am not talking about the Catholic Church.  It was the only church that there was at that time, and church history talks about the corruption.  This man had attracted students from England and all over the continent, because he began criticizing the Pope, criticizing the church, which was full of faction, which full of unrest, much that was brought on because the Pope was greedy for money.  He couldn’t get enough money, and he kept making these demands.  Because of that, he was dismissed from Ballot College at Oxford.  Now the church had ruled the people.  Now I want you to stop and listen with me for a minute.  They ruled the people.  They had power over the people, because they controlled the people’s minds by controlling their education.  They controlled their education by controlling their language.  These are people that spoke English, but only Latin was allowed in the places of education.  Only Latin was spoken in the church.  The Scriptures could only be read in Latin.  So you had the clerical people, you have your educated people, but the common people cannot understand the word of God.  They go to church, they go to mass, go through all of this, but what are they hearing?  They don’t know, because it is in Latin, and it is a language that they do not know.  The church forbade the reading of the Scriptures in any other language than Latin.  

Wycliffe’s determination was to give the common man the Bible.  He wanted, like Jeremiah and Baruch, to go to the temple, and stand there and read the word of God in a language that they could understand.  This is what he wrote, “No man was so rude a scholar but that he might learn the words of the gospel according to its simplicity.”  The church was saying that you can’t give the word of God to the common people, because they are vulgar, because they won’t understand it.  “We don’t want them speaking it in their vulgar tongue and in their vulgar language.  This is a holy book, and it is to be reserved by the church, and by the Pope, and by the clerics.” The problem was they had the Bible, but they did not live by it.  They were corrupt to the core.  

In his latter years, with his workers, he translated the Bible from Latin into English, and his work was completed in 1382.  This translation was later corrected and revised, and made just really accurate by a close friend, John Purvay(?).  That translation held sway until the 16th century.  Well, Wycliffe was older, and Wycliffe was banned by the church, so Wycliffe gathered other men, and together they translated the New Testament from Latin into English.  Then he had men, and they called them Lollards, and he gave them portions of the Scriptures.  The Lollards, at the peril of their own lives, would go from village to village, and they would read these Scriptures to the people in the common language.  And in the common language, those people would hear the word of God for the first time and understand it, and they would begin to instruct it.  

These Lollards were taught by Wycliffe, “You have the word of God, and I want you to continue until death.”  And many of them were persecuted, they were burned, and they were put to death.   Also, when they would find the Scriptures, just like in the days of Jehoiakim, when they would find these translations, they would throw them into the fire, and they would burn them.  As a matter of fact, as they burned them, they would think they were stamping out the word of God; but God, just like Jeremiah, had another scroll ready to go.  The church said about Wycliffe’s translation, “By this translation the Scriptures have become vulgar, and they are more available to lay people, even to women who can read, whores, than they were to learned scholars who have a high intelligence.”  

They said, “The pearl of the gospel has been scattered to the swine.”  And the swine were the common people that only spoke English.  But God, God was behind it all.  Two hundred copies of this New Testament escaped destruction, but it wasn’t the best translation because it was done from the Latin Vulgate into the English, rather than from the Greek.  

In 1450, God had a man by the name of Gutenberg come up with a moveable kind of type, so that there could be a printing press that could get out the word of God.  The first thing that came off that printing press was the Gutenberg Bible.  That Bible came off the press, and finally, the word of God was available to the people.  Now it would take maybe a year’s salary, at first, to be able to afford that.  In 1483, Luther is born, and he dies in 1546.  He’s in Germany.  In 1517, he puts his 95 thesis on indulgences on the door of the church, and in 1521, he begins his translation from the Greek into German, so that Germany has the Bible.  In 1516, Erasmus comes up with a Greek New Testament.  Erasmus is the man who is the influence for William Tyndale.  William Tyndale, a student at Oxford and Cambridge, discovered the freedom and joy of the doctrine of justification by faith as he is studying Erasmus Greek New Testament.  He determines that English men and women are going to have the have their language, translated from the original language into English.  He declares this: “If God spare my life err many years I will cause a boy that driveth the plow to know more of the Scriptures than thou does.”  Where did he get that?  He got it from Erasmus, who wrote, “I would to God that the plowman would sing the text of Scriptures from his plow, and the weaver at his loom would drive away the tediousness of time by quoting the Scriptures.  I would that the wavering man, with his pastime, would expel the weariness of his journey.”  In other words, what did he want?  He wanted every man and every woman, no matter who they were, to know the word of God, to meditate upon the word of God, that they might know how they could live.  

Well, this translation cost William Tyndale his life.  He was betrayed, and he was condemned as a heretic.  At the stake, on October 6, they put a rope around his neck, they strangled him and they burned him, but before they did, this is what he prayed, “O LORD, open the King of England’s eyes.”  “O Lord, O Lord,” it must have been Jeremiah’s prayer.  “O Lord, open the eyes of Jehoiakim.”  But his eyes were shut, and they were shut tight, and his ears were filled with his fingers, because he did not want to hear the word of God.  After eleven years in power, he was dead, and doomed for all eternity, because he refused to listen to the word of God.  


Beloved, you and I have been given the word of God, and no man can stamp it out.  Now, you and I have the commission to take it, to preach it in season and out of season, to stand at the house of the LORD, and let the word of God be heard, to go into the market place, and let the word of God be heard.  And know this, that if the word of God is heard, the church of God will be healed.  If the church of God is healed, then society will see a fire burning brightly from people who are impassioned, because their lives have been changed—and we could have a revival before the judgment of God comes.  We could either repent and return to the Lord, or we, as a nation, will suffer the judgment of God.  Now, take the message.  Don’t fear their faces; don’t be dismayed by them.  You give His word, and if you don’t, and you’re dismayed by their faces, God will dismay you before them, because you are not to be ashamed of the word of God, even if it costs you your life.  

Let’s pray.  Father, thank You.  Thank You for the Word.  Thank You for history.  Thank You, Father, for showing us the lives of valiant men and women, who are going to stand and hold forth the word of God, Your Word Father, in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation.  They may seek to cut it up; they may seek to burn it, but Father we know that no one has ever been able to wipe out the word of God.  Centuries have shown that rulers have tried to do it, that the church has tried to keep it from the common people, but You know, Father, that man does not live by bread alone but by every word that comes out of Your mouth.  Because of that You have preserved it.  Now, Father, may we preach it and proclaim it.  In Your name we pray.  Amen.  
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