THE GOOD, THE BAD AND THE UGLY—LESSON 5
“Cleanse My Heart—Give Me Hope!”
Teacher, Kay Arthur


 Do you remember, beloved, the very first time you ever heard Jeremiah 29:11?  “‘For I know the plans that I have for you,’ declares the LORD, ‘plans for welfare and not for calamity to give you a future and a hope.’”   And when you heard those verses, wasn’t your heart stirred?  Your heart was stirred, because you want a future; your heart was stirred because you want hope.  Well, today I want us to look at the heart, because the heart is a matter of our hope.  If our heart is right, then you can know, and you can understand, that no matter the circumstances, no matter what is going on, no matter what is happening around you, you can have hope with God, if your heart is right before the LORD.

Today I want to do something that I have never done before.  I want us to move through a book of the Bible, and the book that we’re going to move through is Jeremiah.  I want us to move through that book simply looking at every time he uses the word “heart,” because I want us to see what Jeremiah says from Jeremiah 3, all the way through Chapter 51.  We are going to see God’s heart in this.  We’re going to see Israel’s heart, and we’re going to see Jeremiah’s heart.  In the process, I want us to see our heart.  So we are simply going to explore the book of Jeremiah.  We’re going to look for every reference to “heart,” and there are lots of references to “heart.”  As we do, I want you to ask God to cleanse you with the washing of the water of His word.  I want you to ask God to reveal your heart to you, so that you might know how you can have hope, because hope is all centered in the heart.  Haven’t you heart someone say, “I’ve just lost heart.”  When they say, “I’ve just lost heart,” what have they said?  “I don’t have a future.  I have no hope.  My hope is gone.  I have lost heart.  My heart is faint.  I’ve given up.”  We don’t want you to give up.  We want you to know what God’s word has to say.  So let’s go to the Lord in prayer.


Precious Father, I ask You now, in the name of Your Son, to take Your word and to wash our hearts with Your word.  Cleanse us with the washing of the water of Your word.  I ask You to take Your word and use it to plant the seed of hope in our hearts, Father, so that we will not faint in the day of distress, and so that our hearts will safely trust in You, so that we will know what it means in Jeremiah 29 when You say, “If you seek for Me and search for Me with all your heart, I will be found of You.”  So, Father, as we look at these Scriptures, show us how to seek for You.  Show us how to search for You with all of our heart.  We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.


I want us, before we go to Jeremiah, to go Genesis 6, to the very first place that the word “heart” is used in the word of God.  In Genesis 6, it is used to show us the condition of man’s heart.  Remember, this is the condition of man’s heart because man has chosen to walk his own way.  Man has chosen to be his own god.  Man has chosen, through Eve, to not listen to God, but to be like God.  Consequently, Eve sinned, and when Eve sinned, then Adam and Eve reproduced little sinners, because Adam sinned.  So by one man, sin entered into the world.  Because it entered into the world, it affected the heart.  In Genesis 6:5, it says, “Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. (6) And the LORD was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart.”


When man’s heart is evil, what does it do to God’s heart?  It grieves God’s heart.  It grieves God’s heart, because God made man in His image.  Now, God knows and He understands the condition of our heart.  In Deuteronomy 30, the last book of the Torah (the Law), after He gives the blessings and the curses, He talks to the nation of Israel about their heart.  (1) “So it shall be when all of these things have come upon you, the blessings and the curses which I have set before you,” [Now, as we have studied through the history of Israel, as we have gone all the way up through the Kings and the Prophets, we have seen the blessings under David and under Solomon, and we have seen the curses.  We are about to see Israel reap the harvest of those curses.] (1) “So it shall be when all of these things have come upon you, the blessings and the curses which I have set before you, and you call them to mind in all nations where the LORD your God has banished you,” [That’s what we are about to see happen.] (2) “and you return to the LORD your God and obey Him with all your heart “ [So the heart is where obedience begins.] “and soul according to all that I command you today, you and your sons, (3)  then the LORD your God will restore you from captivity, and have compassion on you, and will gather you again from all the peoples where the LORD your God has scattered you.” (6) “Moreover the LORD your God will circumcise your heart” [Why?  The heart is deceitful.  The heart is desperately wicked.  The heart is evil.  It has a covering over it, so to speak, that needs to be cut away, that covering of stone that needs to be cut away, so that the heart of flesh is revealed underneath.] (6) “Moreover the LORD your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your descendants, to love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, so that you may live.” [Man, because of sin, has an evil heart.  God knows that the thoughts and intents of our heart are evil.  And God knows if we are going to have the blessing of God upon us, then we have to love Him with all of our heart.  So God has to move, and God moves to circumcise our heart.  This is the promise that He gives them.  This promise takes you now all the way to what you studied in Ezekiel 36, where He talks about Israel and how He will bring them back to the land, and how He will cleanse them.  Then after He cleanses them, how He will deal with their heart, how He will remove the heart of stone, and how He will give them a heart of flesh.  (I am combining Jeremiah 31:31-34 with Ezekiel 36:26-27.)   And how He will write His laws upon their heart and He will put a Spirit within them, and they will obey His laws, and they will keep His commandments.  So this is the big picture.]

Now go to Jeremiah 1.  When we open Jeremiah now, and we read those first three verses, they take on a whole new dimension.  (1) “The words of Jeremiah, the son of Hilkiah, of the priests who were in Anathoth in the land of Benjamin, (2) to whom the word of the LORD came in the days of Josiah, the son of Amon, king of Judah,” [Who is Josiah?  Josiah is the one who found the word of God which was lost in the house of God, and who followed God with all of his heart.] “in the thirteenth year of his reign.” [What happened in the eighteenth year of Josiah’s reign?  He found the word of God that had been lost in the house of God.  So this came five years before Jeremiah began to proclaim His message.  So the first part of Jeremiah has to deal with the days of Josiah.  I put that in your lesson.] (3) “It came also in the days of Jehoiakim, the son of Josiah, king of Judah, until the end of the eleventh year of Zedekiah, the son of Josiah, king of Judah, until the exile of Jerusalem in the fifth month.” [So now you and I are now in what period?  We are in the period of Zedekiah.  When the LORD sends His word to Jeremiah, He tells Jeremiah, (in v. 9), “Then the LORD stretched out His hand and touched my mouth, and the LORD said to me, ‘Behold, I have put My words in your mouth.”  

As we look at these words in Jeremiah, whose words are they?  They are God’s.  So as we look at what he has to say about our heart, then we’re hearing the very words of God.  Go to Jeremiah 2:13, where he summarizes the sin of His people.  (13) “For My people have committed two evils: They have forsaken Me, the fountain of living waters,” [In other words, if they have forsaken Him, what has happened to their heart?  It doesn’t mention heart here, but what’s happened to their heart?  Their heart is turned away from God.  They’re not seeking God, as Jeremiah 29 says, with all their heart.  So this is the first evil.  Evil #2 is: “to hew for themselves cisterns, broken cisterns that can hold no water.” [In other words, here is God, and He is the fountain of life.  He is the fountain of water.  He is the source of everything that you need.  These people, instead of drinking from God, have turned from the fountain of living waters, and they have gone over here and begun to dig cisterns, broken cisterns that cannot hold water.  The water comes in, and the water dissipates, because they are broken.  These are the two evils.  They have not only forsaken Him but they have turned to broken cisterns.  So God talks to them, and says, “Why are you doing this?”]  

(2:20) “For long ago I broke your yoke and tore off your bonds; but you said, ‘I will not serve!’  For on every high hill and under every green tree you have lain down as a harlot.” [We know those high hills are the high places, and we know that they have committed harlotry with sticks and stones.  We have seen this.] (21) “Yet I planted you a choice vine, a completely faithful seed. [You will understand, in a sense, that allegory of the vine as you do your homework next week.] “How then have you turned yourself before Me into the degenerate shoots of a foreign vine? (22) Although you wash yourself with lye and use much soap, the stain of your iniquity is before Me,’ declares the Lord GOD. (23) ‘How can you say, “I am not defiled, I have not gone after the Baals”?  Look at your way in the valley!  Know what you have done!  You are a swift young camel entangling her ways, (24) a wild donkey accustomed to the wilderness, that sniffs the wind in her passion.  In the time of her heat who can turn her away?  All who seek her will not become weary; in her month they will find her.’”  [They are talking about an animal that is ready for reproduction.] (25) “‘Keep your feet from being unshod and your throat from thirst; but you said, “It is hopeless!”’” [Now, today, as you listen to this message you might say, “My heart is deceitful; I have wondered away from God, and it is hopeless.  I have played the harlot, and I have followed after other lovers, and there is no way, my hope is gone.  Listen, hope is a matter of the heart.  If you get your heart right, you will have hope no matter where you have been, no matter what you have done.  What did you see in Deuteronomy 30:1-6?  After the blessings, after the curses, then there is still hope because God can circumcise your heart so that you can have hope.  So that you can have hope, so you don’t say “It is hopeless.”  “No!  For I have loved strangers, and after them I will walk.”  

Jeremiah 2:31, “O generation, heed the word of the LORD.  Have I been a wilderness to Israel, or a land of thick darkness?  Why do My people say, ‘We are free to roam; we will no longer come to You’?” [Listen to me very carefully.  God has never been a land of darkness to us.  He is light and no darkness abides in Him.  God is never a wilderness to us.  He is the fountain of living waters.  He is the bread of life.  And no mater when you walk through the wilderness, if your heart is His and it is set on Him, He will provide, and He will take care of you.  So then you cannot say, “We are free to roam.”  No, you are not free to roam, because if you roam, then God will have to deal with you.  This is what Israel did.]  

The first mention of heart in Jeremiah is in 3:6.  “Then the LORD said to me in the days of Josiah the king,” [You understand that in a way you have never understood it before, don’t you?  Isn’t it wonderful?  I am so proud of you.] “‘Have you seen what faithless Israel did?  (Talking about the Northern kingdom.)  She went up on every high hill and under every green tree, and she was a harlot there.’” [She was a donkey in her season, sniffing in the wind.] (7) “And I thought, ‘After she has done all these things she will return to Me’; but she did not return, and her treacherous sister Judah saw it.” [Judah is down here in the south.  She sees what Israel is doing in the north.  She sees it.] (8) “And I saw that for all the adulteries of faithless Israel, I had sent her away and given her a writ of divorce, (which is like the captivity in 722 B.C.) yet her treacherous sister Judah did not fear;” [She didn’t learn anything from it.] “but she went and was a harlot also. (9) Because of the lightness of her harlotry, she polluted the land and committed adultery with stones and trees.” [Now listen, when we commit spiritual adultery, we pollute the land.  When we commit physical adultery, we pollute the land.  You saw that in the two prophets, Ahab and Zechariah, when you studied that in Jeremiah 24, how these two prophets were committing physical adultery.  And God had to deal with them, and God killed them as a result of that.] 

(10) “Yet in spite of all this her treacherous sister Judah did not return to Me with all her heart,” [You saw in Jeremiah 29, when you seek me (how) casually?  No, when you seek Me with “all your heart.”]  “Judah did not return to Me with all her heart, but rather in deception,” declares the LORD.” [So I want to ask you a question.  You don’t want your heart to be deceived.  You want to cry out to God, as we finish this course, “O God, don’t let me return to you in deception.  Don’t let it be a show.  Don’t let it be a sham; but let me return to You with all my heart.  Let me love You with all my heart, with all my soul, with all my body, with all my strength.  As you called us through Jesus to love you, let me do this.]

Go to Jeremiah 3:15. “Then (when He brings you back to Zion) I will give you shepherds after My own heart,” [What are shepherds after God’s own heart like?] “who will feed you on knowledge and understanding.”  [Not miracles, and signs, and wonders, but with knowledge and with understanding, because you have got to know the LORD.] (17) “At that time they will call Jerusalem ‘The Throne of the LORD,’ and all the nations will be gathered to it, to Jerusalem, for the name of the LORD; nor will they walk anymore after the stubbornness of their evil heart.” [In other words, there is coming a day when the LORD sets up his Throne in Jerusalem, and where men will no longer walk after the stubbornness of their own heart.  That day is coming.]

In Jeremiah 4:4, what does God say?  “Circumcise yourselves to the LORD” [Now remember, we saw that God was going to circumcise their hearts in Deuteronomy 30.] “and remove the foreskins of your heart, men of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem, or else My wrath will go forth like fire” [So listen, there is a responsibility on our part: that responsibility on our part is to have a circumcised heart.]


Go to Romans 2:29, when He is talking about a true Jew.  (29) “But he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that which is of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter;” [If it’s by the Spirit, which covenant is He talking about?  The new covenant that puts the Spirit within us.  “Not by the letter” is talking about what covenant?  The Law.  The Law cannot circumcise your heart.] “But he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that which is of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter; and his praise is not from men, but from God.”


Go back to Jeremiah 4:14.  What does he say?  He’s telling them, “Circumcise your heart.  Remove the foreskins of your heart.”  (14) “Wash your heart from evil, O Jerusalem, that you may be saved.” [Listen, if you want hope, beloved, if you want hope, and you want to be saved in times of distress, you can have hope, and you can know that you will be saved, if you have washed your heart, if your heart is clean, if your heart is a heart of flesh, if your heart is set upon God.]  (5:22) “‘Do you not fear Me?’ declares the LORD.  ‘Do you not tremble in My presence?’” [What is your attitude toward God?  There ought to be a fear of God, a respect, a trust, a trembling.] “‘For I have placed the sand as a boundary for the sea, an eternal decree, so it cannot cross over it.  Thought the waves toss, yet they cannot prevail; though they roar, yet they cannot cross over it.’” [In other words, “Who am I?  I am God.  Look at what I have done.  Do you not fear Me?} (23) “‘But this people has a stubborn and rebellious heart; they have turned aside and departed. (24) They do not say in their heart, ‘Let us now fear the LORD our God, who gives rain in its season, both the autumn rain and the spring rain, who keeps for us the appointed weeks of the harvest.’” [You are going to see, in next week’s lesson, the awesome opportunity that God gives Hezekiah.  You are going to see him fear man rather than fear God.  He’s saying, “Fear God.  He’s the one that gives the rain.  He’s the one that is in charge of the seas.”]  

(7:23) “I commanded them (your fathers), saying, ‘Obey My voice, and I will be your God, and you will be My people; and you will walk in all the way which I command you, that it may be well with you.’ (24) Yet they did not obey or incline their ear, but walked in their own counsels’” [Not in the counsel of the word of God.  Remember, good shepherds give you knowledge and understanding of God. “…but they walked in their own counsel.] “‘and in the stubbornness of their evil heart, and went backward and not forward.’” [Now listen, when you are walking in the stubbornness of your own evil heart, you are not going forward, but you are going backward.  You’re not going forward toward God, you’re going backward.  Listen, if that’s the way you are walking, then, you, with every step backward, you are losing hope, because your hope is in your heart that is set upon God.  That’s where your hope is.  If your heart is right before God, you have hope.  You have hope, because God is on your side.  He does not have to judge you.  He has not come against you as an adversary.]   

Jeremiah 8:18 says, “My sorrow is beyond healing, my heart is faint within me!” [So here is a heart that is about to faint.  Here is a heart, because of the sorrow, that is beyond healing.  Then listen to what he says.] (19) “Behold, listen!  The cry of the daughter of my people from a distant land: ‘Is the LORD not in Zion?  Is her King not within her?’” [Listen, God’s in Zion.  You have hope.  You’re heart does not need to faint.] “Why have they provoked Me with their graven images, with foreign idols?” [God is there.  Why have they turned away from Me?  Why have they gone after their graven images and their foreign idols?] (2) “Harvest is past, summer is ended, and we are not saved. (21) For the brokenness of the daughter of my people I am broken; I (Jeremiah) mourn, dismay has taken hold of me. (22) Is there no balm in Gilead?  Is there no physician there?  Why then has not the health of the daughter of my people been restored?” [Your heart can be in perfect working condition, your wounds can be healed, because there is a balm in Gilead, if your heart will only be towards the LORD.] 


Go to 9:13.  He’s talking about the land is ruined.  “The LORD said, ‘Because they have forsaken My law which I set before them, and have not obeyed My voice nor walked according to it,’” [Listen, why is America being ruined?  Because of this very same thing, because we are a nation whose heart is not set on God.  We are a church (everyone that professes Christ), collectively, our heart is not set on God.  Our heart is set on us.  It’s all about me.  Just look at the giving in the church.  Among Christians, it’s about 2 ½ % of the income.  What does that tell you?  Where is our heart set?)] (14) “but have walked after the stubbornness of their heart and after the Baals, as their fathers taught them,” [Our nation is in trouble because our children are walking after the Baals of the world, because they have been taught to do so by their fathers, because their fathers’ hearts turned away from God.]  

Go to Jeremiah 9:25.  “‘Behold, the days are coming,’ declares the LORD, ‘that I will punish all who are circumcised and yet uncircumcised— ‘” [Talking about Jews who are circumcised physically, but not spiritually.] (26) “Egypt, and Judah, and Edom and the sons of Ammon, and Moab, and all those inhabiting the desert who clip the hair on their temples; for all the nations are uncircumcised, and all the house of Israel are uncircumcised of heart.” [Just as we saw in Romans 2:29.] 

Go to 11:2.  “Hear the words of this covenant, and speak to the men of Judah and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem;” [Think of this in light of what you have seen in your study this week.] (3) “and say to them, ‘Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, “Cursed is the man who does not heed the words of this covenant”’” [What covenant is he talking about?] (4) “which I commanded your forefathers in the day that I brought them out of the land of Egypt, from the iron furnace, saying, ‘Listen to My voice, and do according to all which I command you; so you shall be My people, and I will by your God,’” [What covenant is he talking about?  The Law, the old covenant.] (5) “‘in order to confirm the oath which I (God) swore to your forefathers, to give them a land flowing with milk and honey, as it is this day.’ (6) And the LORD said to me, “Proclaim all these words in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem, saying, ‘Hear the words of this covenant and do them.”’” [Do them.  Seek for Me.] (7) “‘For I solemnly warned your fathers in the day that I brought them up from the land of Egypt, even to this day,’” [Even to this day—all this time.] “‘warning persistently, saying, “Listen to My voice.” (8) ‘Yet they did not obey or incline their ear, but walked, each one, in the stubbornness of his evil heart; therefore I brought on them all the words of this covenant, which I commanded them to do, but they did not.’”     

Remember, we started this course with going back and looking at Deuteronomy, and looking at the consequences of the blessings and the cursings.  Look at 11:20.  I want you to see about God.  “But, O LORD of hosts, who judges righteously,” [Now what does He do?] “who tries the feelings (literally, it is “kidneys” there, and your passion there) and the heart,” [Listen, when you are in a difficult situation, when you are surrounded by adversity, if your heart is right before God, you can know this, that when God tries the heart, you will come forth as silver refined (Psalm 66:10).  You will come forth as pure gold, because your heart is set on Him, not on your circumstances, not on your surroundings.  He’s going to try your heart.  He’s going to test your heart.  When you are in the midst of that test, if you want hope, if you want to understand the future, all you to do is cling to Him.  All you do is cling to Him, and love Him with all your heart.]  

Jeremiah 12:11.  It is talking about his vineyard again.  “It has been made a desolation, desolate, it mourns before Me; the whole land has been made desolate, because no man lays it to heart.” [Now what is he saying here?  This is what he is saying, “There is all this sin going on.  There is all this iniquity in your midst and no one is laying it to heart.”  That’s why this land is desolate, because no one has taken it to heart, because no one is concerned, because no one is standing for what is right.  Well, Jeremiah is, but he’s a lone voice in the wilderness.]  

Jeremiah 13:20. “Lift up your eyes and see those coming from the north.  Where is the flock that was given you, your beautiful sheep? (21) What will you say when He appoints over you—and you yourself had taught them—former companions to be head over you?  Will not pangs take hold of you, like a woman in childbirth? (22) If you say in your heart, ‘Why have these things happened to me?’  Because of the magnitude of your iniquity your skirts have been removed, and your heels have been exposed.” [What is he saying?  All of a sudden, you are in calamity.  All of a sudden, things aren’t going your way.  And you’re saying, “What is happening to me?”  What does he say here?  “You say in your heart, why have these things happened to me?”   When things adverse are happening to you, or things are not going your way, or you don’t have peace, the first thing you need to say to God (in your heart) is, “Why have these things happened to me?”  And God will let you know that they are either to judge you, as He is saying here, or they are to test you and try you.  Either way, to judge you or to test you or to try you, if your heart will be pliable in His hands, if you will get circumcised, so to speak, the foreskins of your heart, if you will cleanse your heart, if you will purify your heart, then you can know that whether they are judgments, or whether they are tests, that you have hope, because God is with you, because your heart is right with God.  So you need to say in your heart, “Why have these things happened to me?”] 

Jeremiah 15:1-2. “Then the LORD said to me, ‘Even though Moses and Samuel were to stand before Me, My heart would not be with this people; send them away from My presence and let them go! (2) And it shall be that when they say to you, “Where should we go?” then you are to tell them, ‘Thus says the LORD: “Those destined for death, to death; and those destined for the sword, to the sword; and those destined for famine, to famine; and those destined for captivity, to captivity.”’” [What is God saying?  “I, a holy God, cannot let an uncircumcised, evil heart, stubborn heart, go unjudged.  And even though Moses, the Law giver, were to come and stand before Me, even if Samuel the prophet, that godly man that was the one who anointed David as a king, as a man after His own heart, were to stand before Me, I would send these people away, because My heart would not be with this people.”  You can know this, if sin is in your heart, if you are serving God, but it is with a deceptive heart, you really don’t have a future and a hope in that incident, because your heart is not right with God.  Your heart needs to be right with God.]  

Go to Jeremiah 15:15.  This is Jeremiah speaking.  Look at the contrast of Jeremiah in v. 15.  “You who know, O LORD, remember me, take notice of me,” [Jeremiah is having a very, very hard time.  Not until we study Jeremiah are you going to understand how lonely this man is, but you are going to get a glimpse of it.] “You who know, O LORD, remember me, take notice of me, and take vengeance for me on my persecutors.  Do not, in view of Your patience, take me away; know that for Your sake I endure reproach.” [If your heart is set on God, you are going to endure reproach for His sake.] (16) “Your words were found and I ate them,” [That’s what you are doing.  You are finding His words, beloved, and you are eating them.] “And Your words became for me a joy and the delight of my heart;” [Are God’s words a joy and delight of your heart?] “For I have been called by Your name, O LORD God of hosts. (17) I did not sit in the circle of merrymakers, nor did I exult.  Because of Your hand upon me I sat alone, for You filled me with indignation.” [Why did God fill Jeremiah with indignation?  Because he heard God’s words, he ate God’s words, because God’s words were a joy and delight to him, and he saw the heart of God; and because he saw the heart of God, and he saw the sins of the people, then he was filled with indignation.]

Jeremiah 16:12.  (He is talking to Israel again.) “‘You too have done evil, even more than your forefathers; for behold, you are each one walking according to the stubbornness of his own evil heart, without listening to Me.  (13) So I will hurl you out of this land into the land which you have not known, neither you nor your fathers; and there you will serve other gods day and night, for I will grant you no favor.’” [Why is God granting them no favor?  Because they are walking in the stubbornness of their own evil heart.]  (17:1) “The sin of Judah is written down with an iron stylus; with a diamond point it is engraved upon the tablet of their heart…”

[Beware of sin, beloved, because you start dabbling in sin, and it goes deeper and deeper and deeper into your heart.  As it goes deeper and deeper and deeper into your heart, the cords of sin get stronger and stronger and stronger.] (5) “Thus says the LORD, ‘Cursed is the man who trusts in mankind and makes flesh his strength, and whose heart turns away from the LORD.” [That man is cursed.  If you trust in your flesh—and that is where most of America is trusting.] “and whose heart turns away from the Lord. (6) For he will be like a bush in the desert and will not see when prosperity comes, but will live in stony wastes in the wilderness, a land of salt without inhabitant.” [Is there any hope there?  No.] (7) “Blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD and whose trust is the LORD. (8) For he will be like a tree planted by the water, that extends its roots by a stream and will not fear when the heat comes;” [Why?  Because his heart is right before God.] “but its leaves will be green, and it will not be anxious in a year of drought nor cease to yield fruit.” [Why, because if your heart is right with God you always have a future, you always have hope.  You have the blessing of God.]  

(17:9) “The heart is more deceitful than all else and is desperately sick; who can understand it?” [The heart is deceitful above all else.  This is why, beloved, you need a heart transplant (Jeremiah 31).  That is why you need a heart transplant, so that you no longer have a deceitful heart.] (10) “I, the LORD, search the heart, I test the mind,” [There again it is “the kidneys”.] “even to give to each man according to his ways, according the results of his deeds.” [Why? Well, if we had time we would go to Matthew 15:18-19, and you would see that out of the abundance of a man’s heart he speaks.  You would see that adultery, and stealing, and all sorts of evil things come from the heart.  So the heart has to be right.]


Go to Jeremiah 18:11.  “So now then, speak to the men of Judah and against the inhabitants of Jerusalem saying. ‘Thus says the LORD, “Behold, I am fashioning calamity against you and devising a plan against you.  Oh turn back, each of you from his evil way, and reform your ways and your deeds. (12) But they will say, ‘It’s hopeless!  For we are going to follow our own plans, and each of us will act according to the stubbornness of his evil heart.’” [And it will be hopeless—if that is the way you are going to live.  It will be hopeless.  There will be no great and glorious future there at all.  What have these people done?  They have lost heart; they have said, “It’s no use, it is hopeless.”  Well, it’s not “no use.”  All you have to do is obey God.]


 Go to 20:7-8.  Jeremiah is crying to God.  “O LORD, You have deceived me and I was deceived; You have overcome me and prevailed.” [He’s in the pits right not.] “I have become a laughingstock all day long; everyone mocks me.  (8) For each time I speak, I cry aloud; I proclaim violence and destruction, because for me the word of the LORD has resulted in reproach and derision all day long.” [Would you be willing to do that?  If it resulted in reproach and derision, would you be willing to cry the word of the LORD?  A lot of people aren’t.  They aren’t even willing to witness because of the reproach they may have.  That person is going to hell, and needs the gospel, but we won’t do it, because it would bring reproach upon us.  Shame on us!] (9) “But if I say, ‘I will not remember Him (God) or speak anymore in His name,’ then in my heart it becomes like a burning fire shut up in my bones; and I am weary of holding it in, and I cannot endure it.” [In other words, I cannot keep it there.] (12) “Yet, O LORD of hosts, You who tests the righteous, who see the mind and the heart.” [He sees the mind, and He sees the heart.]   

Go to Jeremiah 22:17.  He is talking to the king, and he says, “You are building your house of cedar, etc.”  (17) “But your eyes and your heart are intent only upon your own dishonest gain,” [What is your heart set on?  Where are the affections of your heart?  Is it on dishonest gain?] “and on shedding innocent blood” [That is abortion.] “and on practicing oppression and extortion.” [Where is your heart set?]  Go to 23:9.  Jeremiah is speaking.  “As for the prophets:  My heart is broken within me, all my bones tremble;” [His hearts is broken because the prophets are prophesying falsely.  When you turn on Christian television (some is Christian, and some is not), but when you turn it on, and you hear error, and you watch people manipulated, is your heart broken?  This is what he is saying.  “My heart is broken within me.”] (16) “Thus says the LORD of hosts, ‘Do not listen to the words of the prophets who are prophesying to you.  They are leading you into futility; they speak a vision of their own imagination, not from the mouth of the LORD.’” [We have so much to teach right here in the word of God.  We don’t need to teach anything else.] (17) “‘They keep saying to those who despise Me, “The LORD has said, ‘You will have peace’”; and as for everyone who walks in the stubbornness of his own heart, they say, ‘Calamity will not come upon you.’” [How wrong—how terrible.] (20) “The anger of the LORD will not turn back until He has performed and carried out the purposes of His heart;” [It is His heart against the prophets, and that’s what you saw happen in Chapter 24.] (23:26) “How long?  Is there anything in the hearts of the prophets who prophesy falsehood, even these prophets of the deception of their own heart,” [Everybody that speaks in the name of the LORD is not speaking for the LORD, and you need to know and understand that.]  

Jeremiah 24:7.  He is telling us about the future for Israel.  “And I will give them a heart to know Me, for I am the LORD; and they will be My people, and I will be their God, for they will return to Me with their whole heart.” (29:13) [This is His promise to you, beloved.  “You will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart.”  We saw the same thing in Jeremiah 3.  They were not searching for God with all their heart.  But when you search for God with all your heart you are going to have hope, because when you search for Him with all of your heart you are going to find Him.  And He is going to, in a sense, find you.  You are going to be found of God.]  

Go to 30:23.  Now we hear God’s heart here.  (23) “Behold, the tempest of the LORD!  Wrath has gone forth, a sweeping tempest; it will burst on the head of the wicked. (24) The fierce anger of the LORD will not turn back until He has performed and until He has accomplished the intent of His heart;” [Because God is a righteous God, because He is a pure God, because He is holy and just, He must deal with sin; and He deals with it in wrath.  This is part of the intent of the heart of God.  So you have got to know and understand that if you think you can deceive Him—what did He say when Samuel was looking to anoint someone as the king, and he saw David’s brothers, and He says, (1Samuel16:7) “O no, man looks on the outside; I look on the heart.”  There is no hiding from the eyes of God.]  

Jeremiah 31:33.   “I will put My law within them, and on their heart I will write it;” [So, when you and I come to God in the new covenant, the Law is not something that is external now that we have to seek and to find and to obey, but the Law is written in our heart; so that as we walk this way, and as we walk that way, His law in our hearts tells us how to be obedient.  And it is because His Spirit is there also, and He leads us.  It is the same thing that you see in Ezekiel 36.  God is speaking. (37) “Behold, I will gather them out of all the lands to which I have driven them in My anger, in My wrath,” [Because God’s heart has to deal with that.] “and in great indignation; and I will bring them back to this place (to the land of Israel) and make them dwell in safety.  (38) And they shall be My people, and I will be their God; (39) and I will give them one heart and one way, that they may fear Me always, for their own good, and for the good of their children after them.” [When we fear God, it is for the good of our children after them.  You, precious young people here, you fear God, because of the godliness of your parents.] (40) “And I will make an everlasting covenant with them that I will not turn away from them, to do them good; and I will put the fear of Me in their hearts so that they will not turn away from Me. (41) And I will rejoice over them to do them good, and will faithfully plant them in this land with all My heart and with all My soul.” [This is the other side of the heart of God.]  

Skip over to Jeremiah 48:36.  He is talking about Edom.  “Therefore My heart wails for Moab like flutes;” [He’s talking about God.  His heart is wailing because of what He has to do to Moab.] (40) “For thus says the LORD: ‘Behold, one will fly swiftly like an eagle, and spread out his wings against Moab. (41) Kerioth has been captured and the strongholds have been seized, so the hearts of the mighty men of Moab in that day will be like the heart of a woman in labor.”  (49:16) “As for the terror of you, (talking to Edom now) the arrogance of your heart has deceived you,” [Beware of an arrogant heart.  That’s a heart that walks in pride, and a heart that is independent of God.] (22) “Behold, He will mount up and swoop like an eagle, and spread out His wings against Bozrah;” [You studied about Edom in the book of Obadiah.] “and the hearts of the mighty men of Edom in that day will be like the heart of a woman in labor.”  

Now we come to 51:46.  It’s the last reference to the heart. (45) “Come forth from her midst” [He is talking about Babylon, come out from Babylon.  Babylon is a system and a nation that is against God.  It starts in the book of Genesis, and goes all the way through.] “Come forth from her midst, My people, and each of you save yourselves from the fierce anger of the LORD. (46) Now so that your heart does not grow faint, and you are not afraid at the report that will be heart in the land—” (48) “‘Then heaven and earth and all that is in them will shout for joy over Babylon, for the destroyers will come to her from the north,’ declares the LORD.”  

That takes me right to Revelations 19, when they are praising God because of the destruction of Babylon.  (6b) “‘Hallelujah!  For the Lord our God, the Almighty, reigns. (7) Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come and his bride has made herself ready.’ (8) It was given to her to clothe herself in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints.” [The righteousness of the saints, and where does the righteousness of the saints come from?  It comes from a heart that is fully and completely and absolutely set upon God.]

O, beloved, has your heart been circumcised?  Have you had the heart of stone removed?  Do you have a heart of flesh?  Does your heart belong to “Daddy”?  Do you love Him with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength?  If you do, then there is no fear, for He has promised that “all things will work together for good to those who love Him (Romans 8:28-29), to those who are called according to His purpose.  For whom He foreknew He predestined (He marked out beforehand) for us to become conformed into the image of His Son,” so that our heart now beats with His heart.  And that’s what you want.  You want a heart that is in unison with God’s heart.  
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