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Let me ask you a question, beloved.  Why should you die when you can live?  Now, I am not talking about just dying physically.  I’m not talking about just dying and going to hell.  I’m talking about, in any given situation of life, in any circumstance that you find yourself, why would you die in that circumstance?  Why would you be defeated when you could live?  Why would you be conquered when you could be more than a conqueror?  This is the question I want to ask you.  This is the question that I want to answer.


I want us to begin by going to Jeremiah 27.  Remember that Jeremiah was told to put on a yoke, and put on bonds, and he was told to go and speak first to the nations (the nations that were surrounding Israel), then he went to Zedekiah, and then to the priests and the people.  His message, in essence, was this, “Why should you die when you can live?”  God tells Jeremiah to do this, to put on this yoke, and go and stand before these people, and ask them the question, “Why should you die when you can live?”  Live, live, live; because God is a God of life.  Jesus said to us, in John 10:10, “I have come that you might have life and that you might have it abundantly.”  God is a God of life; He is not a God of death.  So the question is, “Why should you die when you can live?”  

As he brings this message, this is what he tells them, “You go to these people that are coming to King Zedekiah, these messengers, and you take this message back to the kings, and you tell them to come under the yoke of Babylon and you will live.”  Now when God says that, He points out something about Himself and this is what I want you to see and understand.  Jeremiah 27:5, “I have made the earth, the men and the beasts which are on the face of the earth” [If you want to know where man came from, He just told you.  He made you; He made the beasts; He made the earth.  If you want to know where it comes from, this is where it comes from.  Now you can listen to a lie, and you can come up with the speculations of man, but you have chosen to listen to a lie.  Listen to me very carefully; a lie always ends in death.] (5) “I have made the earth, the men and the beasts which are on the face of the earth by My great power” [Is there anyone on the face of this earth, or any other god that is omnipotent?  No.  God is creator, and God is omnipotent.] “and by My outstretched arm,” [And God is sovereign.] “and I will give it to the one who is pleasing in My sight.” [So He is saying, “Listen, I am telling you to come under the yoke of Babylon.  If you will listen to Me, you will live.  Why should you die when you can live?”  Now, after he does this, it says in v. 12.] “And I spoke words like all these to Zedekiah king of Judah, saying,” [I put a great big red cloud around the rest of the verse, so that I could see it.] “‘Bring your necks under the yoke of the king of Babylon, and serve him and his people, and live!’” [And the next question is, “Why will you die?”  He says, in other words, “If you will listen to Me, you will live.  If you don’t listen to Me, you will die.”  

I found myself in that situation yesterday.  It was a situation where I was either going to die, not physically, under that situation, or I was going to live.  I was either going to let my circumstances dictate the way I felt, and dictate and increase the pressure that was on me, or I was going to live.  So, this is what I want you to draw (because this is the way we live many, many times).  I want you to draw a circle.  Then inside the circle I want you to put a stick figure with its head down and its hands hanging down.  This is a death situation.  You see, every time we enter into a difficult situation, it is going to be a situation of either dying or living through that situation.  It is going to be either a situation where we are going to believe God, or where we are going to not believe God.  It will be a circumstance of life, or it will be an event of life.  So this circle, with this person in it hanging down, is an event of life or a circumstance of life.  Maybe somebody said something to you, and you are depressed.  Maybe some situation has happened to you—you have lost your job, you are going to lose your car or something, and you feel like you are going to die, and you’re coming down like this in the midst of that circle.  If you die in that situation (you know what I am talking about), I’m talking about if you fail.  I’m talking about if you don’t have victory; I am talking about if you are conquered in that situation rather than being the conqueror.  That’s what I mean by “if you die in that situation.”  If you die in that situation, it’s because this is where your eyes are.  As you are down there, your eyes are on the ground; you’re eyes are controlled by the circumstance.  

But now, around this circle I want you to put another circle, only dot it all the way around.  Don’t make it a solid circle.  Now, if you are going to live in that situation, (you would have to draw another circle to get this), so draw another circle], you’re in your situation.  If you’re not going to die, if you’re not going to be like this, but you are going to live, then act like you’re living.  Draw that stick figure with two feet firmly planted, and come on up and put the hands up there as more than a conqueror.  Then, from the circle which is the head, I want you to draw one line out past the circle, and put an eyeball over there.  I want you to draw the other eye out past the other side of the circle, and put an eyeball there.  Then I want you to put that circle that I told you with the dots around it.  And this is the secret—if we are going to live, we are not going to let our circumstances define us, we’re not going to let that event overpower us or conqueror us.  But, if we’re going to live, then our eyeballs are going to come out beyond that event, to this outer circle which represents God.  So we’re going to look, not at the things which are seen (solid circle), but we’re going to look beyond that to the things that are not seen.  We’re not going to live by the circumstances and the events, but we’re going to live by faith.  What is faith?  Faith is (Hebrews 11:1) the substance of things hoped for, and the evidence of things not seen.  So we’re going to live that way.  This is the way that Jeremiah lived.  Jeremiah lived with his eyeballs outside the circle.  Zedekiah lived with his eyeballs in the circle.  


Now I want to show you how we live outside the circle.  I want to show you what happened to me yesterday.  My husband went to a meeting last night.  It was a beautiful night!  I came in just absolutely overwhelmed, so I went into the parlor (the converted carport), turned on all the lights, and I got down by my chair.  It is my winter quiet-time chair.  I got down on my knees, and I threw my eyeballs outside of the circumstances, and I did what I had just taught for television.  I did what I had just taught on Philippians 4:6.  “Be anxious for nothing,” [That’s a command.  It is an imperative command, and the construction of it means, “Stop being anxious.  You are being anxious, and I want you to stop it right now.”]  

How do you stop being anxious?] “but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.”  So “prayer” is general prayer; it is the word “proseuche”.  Philippians 4:6 says, “but in everything by prayer” (and that is general prayer.)  General prayer is looking at who God is.  See, when God tells the kings of the earth to bring themselves under the yoke of Babylon, what does He say?  He says who He is.  He says, in Jeremiah 27:5, “I am the One that created the earth, I am the one that created man, and I am the one that created the beasts.  I am the One who has power, and I am God.  I am God.  I am the One that can take and give a nation to a nation.  I am God.”  So that is general.  So when He told them to bring themselves under the yoke of Babylon, He explained, “You do this because of who I am.  I am God.  I am the sovereign ruler over all the universe.  I am omnipotent.  I made the heaven and the earth.  I control the men; I control the beasts; I am God.”  How stupid you would be not to submit to God!  

So that’s what I did.  I just got on my knees, and I began rehearsing everything that I know about God.  The Scriptures just flowed.  I was just praying Scripture after Scripture after Scripture to God.  Then it says, in Philippians 4:6, “and supplication,” so then I told Him my specific request.  Then because He is God, because He is sovereign, and because I know that if we’re going to get out of the situation that we’re in, if we’re going to come out of the situation okay, it’s got to be Him, because I can’t do anything about it.  “I have done the best I can.  I may have messed up things; I don’t know, but God you know.  You’re greater than all the things that I could mess up.  So God, I am trusting You in this.  This is my specific supplication, but I’m telling You, whether You do it or not, to teach me a lesson, or whatever You want to do, You are God.  It doesn’t matter.  You are God, and You are in control.  Your way is perfect.  I know that we have a future, and I know that we have hope; not because I’m grabbing the verse you gave to the children of Israel, but because I am grabbing the verses in the New Testament that tell me the same thing.”  Romans 8:28-29 says that all things are going to work together for good, that I’m going to be conformed into the image of Jesus Christ, and that this is His ministry.  He is in charge of this ministry, and He can do whatever He wants with it.  I didn’t bring it into existence, I can’t keep it going.  I can’t do this; I can’t do that.  (It’s not that the ministry going.  I’m just telling you everything is in God’s hands.  The ministry is going great, but anyway, it is in this particular situation.)  

So I am telling Him this, and then what do I have to do?  Philippians 4:6 says to do it with thanksgiving.  I do it with thanksgiving, because that is the faith.  That is the sacrifice of praise.  You go outside the camp (Hebrews 13:12-15—the last part), with Jesus, and you suffer whatever you have to suffer, and you offer Him the sacrifice or praise that is the fruit of your lips.ebrewsHH  Then what does He promise in Philippians 4:7?  “And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”  That word “guard” (I don’t know if you saw the special on Alexander the Great, but Alexander the Great had a battle strategy that was awesome.  Part of his battle strategy was (and they fought with arrows in those days) he would put his men in like a phalanx.  It would be like a square, a rectangle of men.  So you would have men all on the outside, and then men on the inside, and they would all have their shields.  They would pick up their shields, if they were on the outside, and their shield would go shield to shield.  Then, the next level in, the center level, would take their shields and hold them over their heads.  So what you have is virtually a tank.  You have a tank moving forward.  You have the arrows coming down, and you have this tank, and the arrows cannot penetrate them until they are ready to fight, until the other guys’ arrows are all gone.  So this is what he is saying in Philippians 4:7, “And the peace of God that surpasses all comprehension will guard (put up this phalanx) your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.”  I want to tell you something—when I got up off my knees, it was fine.  It was absolutely fine.  Why should I die when I can live?  Why should I be defeated by my circumstances, overcome by my circumstances, overcome by an event, overcome by some news, overcome by some person that wants to hurt you, or some person who hurts you unintentionally, why should I be overcome by that?  Why should I die when I can live?  

This is what God is saying to Zedekiah.  “Zedekiah, listen to Me.  Why should you die when you can live?”  So, I want you to say it with me in the first person.  “Why should I die when I can live?”  Okay, say it, “Why should I die when I can live?”  So in any situation, in any circumstance, what you have to ask God is, “Okay, God, why should I die when I can live?”  Now watch what happens, and I want you to understand this.  Basically (let’s say this platform represents me, so here is the stick figure), in the world, there are two systems.  There is the system inside that immediate circle, which is the world in which you live.  It’s the world that you can see.  It’s the culture that you are in; but beyond that is that doted system, which is God.  So, in every situation of life I have a choice, and that choice in my situation is either to let the world define me and squeeze me into its mold, or to believe God.  And you can see those basic systems.  


I have not taken you back to Genesis, and I need to do that (just to keep my reputation).  Go to Genesis 3:15.  I want you to see these two world systems.  In Genesis 3:15, God is speaking to the serpent.  He’s speaking to the serpent after Eve listened to the serpent and believed a lie.  Eve listened to the serpent instead of listening to God, because she operated in the first circle instead of the outside circle, the God circle, and she died.  Genesis 2:17 says, “The day that you eat of the fruit of that tree you shall surely die.”  The serpent is inside the circle, and the serpent is saying, “You shall not die.  You’re not going to die.  God knows you are going to be like God.  Then you won’t need this outer circle; you can be your own god.”  God turns to the serpent after feeding this woman the lie, and says to him, “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed (the serpent’s seed) and her (the woman’s) seed; He (the ultimate woman seed is Jesus Christ) shall bruise you on the head, and you (Satan) shall bruise him on the heel.”  Now bruising on the heel is temporal.  Crucifixion is the only death that really bruises the heel.  But, in the bruising of Jesus’ heel, Jesus crushed the head of the serpent.  He crushed the head through His death, burial, and resurrection.  So there are two systems.  

Go to Matthew 13.  I want you to see this—that in any situation you are in, “Why should I die when I could live?  I’m going to die if I stay in the inner circle.  I’m going to live if I go outside of that circle, if I put my eyeballs outside that circle, and look at Biblical truth.”  So what we have, and what we are living in, and what you have to understand is, for all your life, until you die, you’re going to live in a conflict.  It is a conflict that has been going on since Genesis 3.  It is a conflict between a lie and truth, between darkness and light, between the kingdom of Satan and the kingdom of God.  This is the conflict that Zedekiah was in.  Why was Zedekiah in a conflict?  Let’s stop for just a minute (we’ll go into it later), but Zedekiah was in a conflict because he was living in this inner circle.  He was hearing the word of God.  He was hearing, “Why should you die when you can live?”, but what was he doing?  He was living in his circumstances.  And you are going to see this in your homework next week even more clearly.  He could have lived; that nation could have been spared  (we saw that this week), if only he has listened to God, if only he had looked to God.  But instead, what was doing?  He was looking at Babylon; he was looking at Egypt; he was looking at his circumstances; he was listening to the false prophets, because they were all within this world system.  That’s where he was living, and this is when you die.  You die when you are listening to the wrong person.  You die when you let the wrong people influence you.  

Matthew 13:36.  “Then He (Jesus) left the crowds, and went into the house.  And His disciples came to Him, and said, ‘Explain to us the parable of the tares of the field.’ (37) And He said, ‘The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man, (38) and the field is the world;’” [So here is the world, this circle, and the field is the world.] “‘and as for the good seed, these are the sons of the kingdom; and the tares are the sons of the evil one;’” [So really, within this circle of the world you have the good seed and the tares.  The good seed are from God.  Tares are the sons of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil.  The harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels.] (40) “‘For just as the tares are gathered up and burned with fire, so shall it be at the end of the age.’” [Not now; we would like it to be now.  We would like God to come down and strike them dead with lightning, but God doesn’t do that.  It’s not God’s style.  So we’re living, wheat and tares, sons of the God and sons of the evil one, in the circle.  Now we can listen to the words of the tares, and we can watch their lifestyle, and live like them, but you know what?  You will die.  You will blow it.  You look at sports figures that have thought they could get away with it—Pete Rose, the famous ball player, who would bet on his own games, and not see it as wrong.  He never saw it as wrong.  He never admitted it was wrong.  He was kicked out of the profession that he absolutely loved, that he absolutely excelled at.  Now you may not know who he was, but if you study sports history you will find he was one of the greatest athletes of his time.  But he listened to the wrong message.]  

So this is Zedekiah, and as you do your homework, you’re going to watch.  Zedekiah has a message, a word coming from God through Jeremiah.  He has another message coming from the false prophets.  And the false prophets (you saw it in Jeremiah), that come along, and say to him, “Listen, in two years everything is going to come back from Babylon.  In two years Babylon is going to be gone.”  That was a lie.  He should have been watching and listening to Jeremiah, because all the way along Jeremiah was telling him what was going to happen, and it came to pass.  Then, in that very same year, Hananiah, this false prophet dies.  What better proof do you want?  But Zedekiah—duh!  Why should you die when you can live?  But don’t just don’t go, “O Zedekiah, you duh.”  Because when you and I are in that circumstance, and we have the people from the evil one talking to us, and we listen to them, and we let them define us—duh!  You know, “Why should we die when we can live.”  Now watch what it says in Matthew 13:40. “For just as the tares are gathered up and burned with fire,” [That’s their end, but it’s not the end of the children of God.  We have to keep that in mind.]  

Go to John 8:44.  (I am going to come back to Jeremiah and Zedekiah, but I just want you to see all of this played out.)  Jesus turns around to the Pharisees, to the religious leaders, who are tares, most of them are tares.  They are religious leaders, but they are tares.  They have been sown with the good seed.  And He says, (44) “You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father.  He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him.  Whenever he speaks a lie,” [Because sometimes he does speak truth] “he speaks from his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies.”  [So now watch, here I am in this circle.  I’m in this event, in this circumstance, and in this event or circumstance I can take the way of the world, I can listen to the world, I can let the world define me, I can let the world tell me I am stupid, that I’m no good, that I shouldn’t be here, that I never should have been born, many things that you have heard.  I can let the world hurt me and not forgive them, and have a root of bitterness springing up in me and trouble me and defile others.  I can do all that, or I can put my eyeballs outside that circle, and my ears with it, and I can listen to God.  I can look at the word of God, and I can listen to the word of God, and I can live and not die.  God never intends for any circumstance, any event, beloved, to define you.  He does not mean for that circumstance or that event to control you, because He is greater than that event, because He is God.  He is the creator.  He is the all powerful one.  He is the sovereign ruler of the universe, and you will see that even clearer in 2 Peter 1.  

Go to 2 Peter 1:2.  This is exactly what I did last night.  I got peace, had peace, had peace this morning, talked to the Lord about it again, not begging, not pleading, reminding Him of our conversation, and thanking Him that if the problem is going to be solved that He has to do it, because He’s God and I am man.  “Tell me anything that I need to do, God, and I will do it.”  (2) “Grace and peace be multiplied to you” [My granddaughter was telling me the other day she is having trouble with her multiplication tables.  Well, multiplying is a fast way of adding.  So here is grace and peace, not just being added, but being multiplied.] “in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord;” [Not in the knowledge of the world; not in the wisdom of the world.] (3) “seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness,” [So, in any circle that you find yourself, in any event, you have everything that you need that pertains to life and godliness in that circle.  How?] “through the true knowledge of Him who calls us by His glory and excellence.”  

In the light of that, let’s go back to Jeremiah 27:12b.  “‘Bring your necks under the yoke of the king of Babylon, and serve him and his people, and live! (13) Why will you die, you and your people, by the sword, famine and pestilence, as the LORD has spoken” [Why will you die by sword and famine and pestilence when the Lord has spoken?  Why don’t you go out here and take Him at His word, and hold on to that promise?  Why are you going to let your circumstance and event define you?] “‘to that nation which will not serve the king of Babylon? (14) So do not listen to the words of the prophets who speak to you, saying, “You will not serve the king of Babylon,” for they prophesy a lie to you;”’” [Remember that in this world there is wheat and there are tares, there are sons of God and there are sons of the evil one.  Who are you going to listen to?  Are you going to listen to those whose father is the devil?  Are you going to listen to those that the devil sows around you, and sows in your life?  Are you going to listen to them, or are you going to listen to God?  Now, God is not going to take them away.  God says, “I will take care of them at the end of this age.”  They are right there beside you, and talking to you, but you know what?  You don’t need to listen to them, and you don’t need to let them define you, because God is God.  

So how am I going to live?  I am going to live by faith.  Faith is taking God at His word.  Jeremiah 27:16 says, “Then I spoke to the priests and to all this people, saying, ‘Thus says the LORD:  Do not listen to the words of your prophets who prophesy to you, saying, “Behold, the vessels of the LORD’s house will now shortly be brought again from Babylon”; for they are prophesying a lie to you.’” [They are prophesying a lie to you; don’t listen to them.  Where is the lie coming from?  From the father of lies, who is the devil, who we met in the garden of Eden when he gave Eve a lie.] (17) “Do not listen to them; serve the king of Babylon and live!”  [Why should they serve the king of Babylon?  Because that is what God told them to do.  It doesn’t make sense;   but God told them to do it, and they are to do it, whether it makes sense or doesn’t make sense.  It doesn’t make sense for me to be in the middle of a trial, an event, and find the situation so hard, it doesn’t make sense for me to get on my knees, and get up and have all the pressure gone, and have the peace.  It doesn’t make worldly sense, but it sure makes spiritual sense.  That’s what God calls us to do.  Why should I die when I can live?]  

So he goes on to say, (17) “Do not listen to them; serve the king of Babylon and live!” [I put a red cloud around all of that, and then I boxed in this.] “Why should this city become a ruin?” [Now look, here you are in the circle. Why should you be like this?  Why should you be scraping the ground?  Why should you be defeated?  Why should you become a ruin?  Why should you allow someone else to define you, when God defined you when He says you were accepted in the beloved, when you were chosen by Him before the foundation of the world?  When He says, (in Psalm 139:13) “I knew you and formed you in your mother’s womb,” and (in Jeremiah 29:11), “I know the thoughts and plans that I have for you.”  Romans 8:29 says, “For those whom He (God) foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son,”.  Everything that you go through is not to define you; it is to cause you to be the woman and man that God wants you to be, by listening to God.  So why should this city, why should this person, become a ruin?  What you have to realize is, here is Israel, here is the Southern Kingdom, here is the city of God, here is the earthly Zion, here is the great Temple of Solomon, it can last, it can continue—if you just listen.”  Why should you die when you can live?  Say it, “Why should I die when I can live.”  That’s what He is saying, “Why should I become a ruin, why should I become a wreck, why should I become a basket case when I don’t have to?  All I have to do is believe.  You say, “You are making it too simple.”  No, I am making it biblical.  You have those exceeding great and precious promises.  You go outside your circle, you take hold of them, and all you do is believe that God is God.  He says what he means, and means what He says, and you are going to live by every word that comes out of the mouth of God.  Though He slay you, you will trust Him.  And you end will be greater than your beginning, just like in the book of Job.  

Now watch as we come down to the end of this chapter, and then we move to another event in the same year, but look what He says in Jeremiah 27:21. “Yes, thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, concerning the vessels that are left in the house of the LORD, and in the house of the king of Judah, and in Jerusalem, (22) ‘They will be carried to Babylon’” [Why?  Because He chose to die and not live.] “‘and they will be there until (time phrase) the day I visit them,’ declares the LORD.  ‘Then I will bring them back and restore them to this place.’” [“Listen, go under the yoke of Babylon.  It is all right.  I’ve got it all under control.  He’s going to take the vessels, but I want you to know I am God.  I am the creator, I am all powerful.  I am the one who sets up kings; and I’m telling you that I’m going to bring a king, and He is going to send you back home, and your vessels are going to go with you, because I am God.  Why should you die when you can live? Why?”  

Go to Ezekiel 17:12.  You studied Ezekiel, and you know the riddle.  You know the riddle of the two eagles, the riddle of the eagle of Babylon, and the riddle of the eagle of Egypt.  You know that then the riddle is explained.  When the riddle is explained, watch what happens. (12) “Say now to the rebellious house, ‘Do you not know what these things mean?’ say, ‘Behold, the king of Babylon came to Jerusalem, took its king and princes, and brought them to him in Babylon.’” [Now who is that?  That’s Jeconiah (Jehoiachin), and that is 597 B.C.] (13) “‘And he took one of the royal family and made a covenant with him, putting him under oath.  He also took away the mighty of the land, (14) that the kingdom might be in subjection, not exalting itself, but keeping his covenant, that it might continue.’” [What covenant is He talking about?  What king is He talking about?  He’s talking about Zedekiah.  He’s talking about, how Nebuchadnezzar takes Jeconiah (Jehoiachin), and he takes him down to Babylon.  And he puts Zedekiah, his uncle, on the throne.  He puts him on the throne, and then the king of Babylon sits on his hand, and the king of Judah sits on his hand, and they make a covenant.  That covenant is made one of two ways.  It is either made by sitting on a hand, or it is made by striking the hands, by bringing the hands together where you would make a cut in the hands (cutting a covenant), and then showing that we are bonded in this covenant.  This is what he did.  He made a covenant.] (15) “‘But he (Zedekiah) rebelled against him (Babylon) by sending his envoys to Egypt that they might give him horses and many troops.  Will he succeed?’” [When did this happen?  Well, when you get to the beginning of 2 Kings 25, you see that it happened between the ninth and the eleventh year, because in the ninth year the siege of Judah began, the last and final siege began.  You are going to study that in the week to come.  But we studied this part, him making a covenant and breaking the covenant, but he breaks the covenant by sending to Egypt for help.  You see that he sent to Egypt for help when Babylon was laying siege of Jerusalem.] 

Ezekiel 17:15.  “‘But he rebelled against him by sending his envoys to Egypt that they might give horses and many troops.  Will he succeed?  Will he who does such things escape?  Can he indeed break the covenant and escape?’” [Zedekiah makes a covenant; it is a covenant of convenience.  He’s going to be put on the throne.  But then it becomes inconvenient, because Babylon is now is besieging him.  So it is somewhere after the ninth year.  This is a prophesy.  So, in this circumstance, instead of listening to God (that covenant was going to save him.  That covenant was going to save Israel, but because that covenant was, “I am going to come under submission; I am going to come under your yoke.”  But now he thinks, “I can get out of it; I can turn to the arm of flesh.”  This is what he does; he turns to the arm of flesh.  He sends to Egypt, and he says to Egypt, “Come up and help us.”  Egypt comes up.  Babylon looks at them.  Babylon withdraws the siege, and goes after Egypt.  But they are staying in that circle.  They are not listening to God.] (16) “‘As I live,’ declares the Lord GOD, ‘surely in the country of the king who put him on the throne,’” [Zedekiah in the country of Babylon] “‘whose oath he despised, and whose covenant he broke, in Babylon he shall die.’” [Why shall he die?] (18) “‘Now he despised the oath by breaking the covenant, and behold, he pledged his allegiance,’” [That word “pledged” means he gave his hand.  They would sit on their hands as part of a sign of making a covenant.] “‘yet did all these things; he shall not escape.’ (19) Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD, “As I live, surely My oath which he despised and My covenant which he broke,” [Why?  Because this covenant was of God, to submit to Babylon, and he wouldn’t do it.] “I will inflict on his head.” [All of this it sounds bad, but then, watch what God does.  He gives us this continuing thing.] (22) “Thus says the Lord GOD, ‘I will also take a sprig from the lofty top of the cedar and set it out; I will pluck from the topmost of its young twigs a tender one, and I will plant it on a high and lofty mountain. (23) On the high mountain of Israel I will plant it, that it may bring forth boughs and bear fruit, and become a stately cedar.  And birds of every kind will nest under it; they will nest in the shade of its branches.’”  [What is He talking about?  He’s talking about the kingdom of God.  He’s pointing them to the future, that if they would only bring themselves under this yoke, they would not die and eventually He would bring them the future.]  

Go to Matthew 13:31. “He presented another parable to them, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took and sowed in his field; (32) and this is smaller than all other seeds, but when it is full grown, it is larger than the garden plants and becomes a tree, so that (quoting Ezekiel 17) the birds of the air come and nest in its branches.’”  

Go back to Ezekiel 17:24.  “All the trees of the field (all the nations) will know that I am the LORD; I bring down the high tree, exalt the low tree, dry up the green tree, and make the dry tree flourish.’”  Isaiah 53:2 says that the Messiah is like a tree, a root out of dry ground.  He will reign.  Go to Jeremiah 33:15, and you see  this awesome, awesome promise.  (14) “‘Behold, days are coming,’ declares the LORD, ‘when I will fulfill the good word which I have spoken’” [God watches over His word to perform it.  These are exceeding and great and precious promises.  You listen to them, and you live.  You don’t die.] “‘concerning the house of Israel and the house of Judah. (15) In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch of David to spring forth;’” [What is He doing?  He is taking us from 2 Samuel 7, and the promise that David will always have someone to sit on the throne; He takes us from the covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob that Israel will be a nation forever; He takes us from the Davidic covenant that David will have someone to sit on the throne, and He reminds them, “I am God.  I am in charge, and there is a future.  There is a hope.  Believe Me, and live.  Why should I die when I can live?]  

Jeremiah 33:15.  “‘In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch of David to spring forth; and He shall execute justice and righteousness on the earth. (16) In those days Judah will be saved, and Jerusalem will dwell in safety; and this is the name by which she will be called: (Jehovah-tsidkenu) the LORD is our righteousness.’ (17) For thus says the LORD, ‘David shall never lack a man to sit on the throne of the house of Israel; (18) and the Levitical priests shall never lack a man before Me to offer burnt offerings, to burn grain offerings and to prepare sacrifices continually.’” (19) The word of the LORD came to Jeremiah, saying, (20) ‘Thus says the LORD, “If you can break My covenant for the day, and My covenant for the night, so that day and night will not be at their appointed time, (21) then My covenant may also be broken with David My servant’” [Can you break those covenants?  No.  “Zedekiah, you may break a covenant, but because I am a covenant administrator I will take care of you.  I want you to know this; I never break My covenant, because I am God.  Because I am God, you can live outside that circle.  You can live in that other realm; you can put your eyes there, and know that these are My exceeding great and precious promises.”]  

Go to Jeremiah 37.  It is a parallel with Ezekiel 17, except for the end. (17) “Now King Zedekiah sent and took him (Jeremiah) out; and in his palace” [He was in prison.  Why had put him in prison?  Because when Egypt came up, the Babylonians went out to take care of them, so the siege stopped.  Jeremiah walks outside the city because the siege has stopped, but when he walks outside the city, they say, “You are going over to Babylon.”  He says, “No, I’m not.  I’m going out to check out my property.”  He says, “I’m not going to Babylon.”  They say, “Yes, you are,” and they put him in prison.  So Zedekiah hears that he’s in prison.  And Zedekiah, in this circle, wants to know what God is saying out here.] “and in his palace the king secretly asked him and said, ‘Is there a word from the LORD?’  And Jeremiah said, ‘There is!’” [Listen, he is in prison.] “Then he said, ‘You will be given into the hand of the king of Babylon!’” [You are going to die.  That is the word.  Where does he get the chutzpah to do that?  Where does he get the courage to do that?  Because he is not living in the circle that says, “You have to conform, and if you don’t conform you’re going to die.”  Because he is not living in this circle, he is living beyond the circle in the word of God.  And watch what happens.]  

(18) “Moreover Jeremiah said to King Zedekiah, ‘In what way have I sinned against you, or against your servants, or against this people, that you have put me in prison? (19) Where then are your prophets who prophesied to you, saying, “The king of Babylon will not come against you or against this land”? [He’s here!](20) “But now, please listen, O my lord the king; please let my petition come before you, and do not make me return to the house of Jonathan the scribe, that I may not die there.” [Do you see his frailty?  Do you see him, in a sense, going down?  Naturally, but what is going to bring him up?]  

Jeremiah, Chapter 1 will bring him up.  Jeremiah 1 is the thing that made him stand and tell the truth to Zedekiah when he knew that Zedekiah could have him put to death, but he knew that Zedekiah could not do it without God’s permission.  In Jeremiah 1:17, God is speaking to Jeremiah at the beginning of his ministry.  He is putting His hand on him, and commissioning him.  (17) “Now, gird up your loins, and arise, and speak to them all which I command you.  Do not be dismayed before them,” [See, we die when we are dismayed.  We are dismayed, we’re overcome by the event, and we’re overcome by the circumstance.] “Do not be dismayed before them, or I will dismay you before them.” [In other words, if you are going to live in that inner circle, and you are going to be dismayed, and you are not going to do and by My man/My woman, and you’re going to conform, then I am going to dismay you before them.] (18) “Now behold, I have made you today as a fortified city, and as a pillar of iron and as walls of bronze against the whole land, to the kings of Judah, to its princes, to its priests and to the people of the land. (19) And they will fight against you, but they will not overcome you,” [Why?  I’m God.] “for I am with you to deliver you,” declares the LORD.” [Where is deliverance?   In any event, in any circumstance, where does it come from?  Only from God.  So, “Why should I die when I can live?”] 

How do you live?  You live by every word that comes out of the mouth of God.  “Jeremiah, they are going to come against you.  Don’t be dismayed.  They are not going to overcome you.  Because I am your God, you can live.”  And Jeremiah knew that.  Zedekiah didn’t believe it.  And because Zedekiah didn’t believe it, not only did he die, but countless others died, and the city was a ruin.  If you don’t believe God, you’ll become a ruin, and a lot of those around you will become a ruin.  Why should I die when I can live?  
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