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 When I was in Canada (speaking for Precept Ministries International in Canada), I picked up a newspaper.  I like to pick up the newspapers in the countries that I am in, if I can read them; or catch the news, so that I understand what is going on in that culture, so that when I teach them I can use illustrations from their country, and show them how the word of God speaks to any culture.  Well, when I picked up the newspaper, it was the newspaper about the pilgrims, and the pilgrims being cut off as they went into Rome, and the great disappointment.  But the article that fascinated me and caught my eye was this:  “A troubled son’s halting words break a B.C. (British Columbia) mother’s heart.”  It says, “Galina Glennis (she is Russian) didn’t know what to think when she picked up the phone.  All of a sudden she could hear her son sobbing.  Finally he said, “Mom,” and she said, “Benjamin.”  He said “Yes, Mom.”  He was crying so badly.  She asked, “Are you hurt?”  He said “No.”  She said, “Did you hurt someone else?”  All of a sudden she heard this wailing, this crying.  He said, “I didn’t know, I didn’t know.  The police were chasing me, and I hit the gas, and I went through this stop sign, and I hit a car.  Mother, I killed him.  I killed him, Mother.”  

As you open the rest of the newspaper (and it amazes me that they would take this much space in this major newspaper), it said, “Father had warned his son against making bad choices.”  A father had warned his son.  This boy, Benjamin, was the son of two Russian immigrants that went to Canada, and divorced when Benjamin was only eight years old.  That family split when he was only eight years old, and it tore that kid up very badly.  Because of that divorce, that child ended up being a troubled son.  He would stay with his mother rather than his father, although his father was a hands-on man, because she didn’t have the rules that the father had.  He didn’t like the strictness of the father.  He goes on to tell of how finally she couldn’t handle him.  She called the authorities, and they put him in a home.  In the home, he met a group of other boys, a group of his peers, and he listened to the peers instead of listening to the people that were the adults.  When he listened to the peers he got involved in drugs.  He got out, and his father had warned him.  As a matter of fact, one day, the article said, his father told Benjamin at the time, “You’re going to do something that you’re not going to be able to take back or undo, something you’ll be paying for the rest of your life.”  As I read this article about Benjamin, I could not help but think about Zedekiah.  Zedekiah!  He had been warned, and he had been warned, and he had been warned.  God, his Father, so to speak, had warned His son against making bad choices, but he did not listen, did he?  

I want to talk to you today about: How do you know that God is speaking to you?  See, we have to realize that Zedekiah was here.  He was not a distant king; he was among the people.  He knew what was going on, and as Zedekiah walked among the people, he heard the voice of the prophets.  He knew the voice of the prophets.  Remember that he had Jeremiah right there prophesying, and he had other godly prophets.  But he also had the false prophets.  So the question is: when you’re standing in the midst of a culture, how do you know if what you are hearing is true or not?  When you’re sitting in a church, and you move from this church to that church, and you hear a different message, how do you know whether the message is true or not?  How do you know?  Then, once you are listening, how do you know what the will of God is?  See, you have a decision to make.  How are you going to know what the will of God is?  Well, that is what I want to look at today.


I want us to take Zedekiah, and I want us to learn some lessons from the life of Zedekiah.  I want to take you to Romans 15 again.  I know that you know this passage (or may be unfamiliar with it, depending on how much you are listening to our teaching, or how much we repeat it).  But I want to go to Romans 15:3.  “For even Christ did not please Himself;” [In other words, Christ did not walk according to His own desires.  We know from the gospels, and we know from John, that Jesus always and only did those things that pleased the Father.  He said, “The works that I do are the Father’s works.  The words that I speak are the Father’s words.”  Now how did He know this?  We have to remember that not only was He God, but He was man.  When He became man He laid aside His deity, so to speak.  It wasn’t that He ceased to be God, but He lived as a man.  He was tested in all points as you and I are tempted, in every way.  He was “the man” that was like the second Adam, who would be tested and temped by the devil, and yet who would pass the test, who would not yield to temptation, and who would be the exemplary son of man.  So, as we look at His life we know that as Christ walked, we are to walk.  Paul said, “Be an imitator of me, even as I am of Jesus.”  So when we look at this, the first thing that I want you to see is this; he is just concluding a teaching about weak and strong brothers, and he’s talking about their differences in the way that they walk with the Lord, according to their legalistic or non-legalistic background.  But then he makes this statement, “For even Christ did not even please Himself, but as it is written, ‘THE REPROACHES OF THOSE WHO REPROACHED YOU FELL ON ME.’”  In other words, “God, I was willing to be Your man.  I was willing to take the wrath of man, the reproaches of man that would be towards You, and I was willing to bear them.”  Then he says, (4) “For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction.”  

We are going to look at the life of Zedekiah.  We’re going to see:  what are God’s instructions in the life of Zedekiah.  What can we learn from the life of Zedekiah?  Then it says, “So that through perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.”  This is what I want you to see—that God has spoken.  His word is true, and you and I are to live in the light of that word.  That word is an instruction for us.  When we look at that instruction, we are to persevere.  We are to obey that instruction.  It is for our perseverance, but it is also for our encouragement, because on the other side of obedience is hope. He is the God of all hope.  So hope is an element that belongs to God, and belongs to those who belong to the Kingdom of God.  I want to give you seven things that you need to know when you are seeking to know the will of God.  These are lessons that we are going to take from Zedekiah’s life.


#1 – The will of God will always be in accord with the Word of God.  Go to 2 Chronicles 36.  This is an awesome chapter.  He mentions the names of the last five kings of Judah.  He takes us from Josiah, who dies in 2 Chronicles 35:20-24, after reigning for 31 years.  When we think of Josiah, what do we think of?  We think about (2 Chronicles 34:14-31) the word of God being found in the house of God.  It had gotten lost, and he found it.  When he found it, there was a revival.  We have to remember that it is only four kings later, and basically just 22 years later, that we have the captivity.  Everything is coming to an end.  It is the reign of the last king that is going to sit as a king on the throne of Israel until Jesus Christ takes His throne.  It’s the last king.  

We know that we start in 36:1-4 with Joahaz, and we see that he only reigned three months in Jerusalem.  Then he was taken into Egypt.  (5) “Jehoiakim was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem; and he did evil in the sight of the LORD his God. (6) “…he was bound in bronze chains and taken to Babylon.” (9) “Jehoiachin (the fourth king) was eight years old when he became king, and he reigned three months and ten days in Jerusalem, and he did evil in the sight of the LORD.  And he is taken to Babylon. (10) “At the turn of the year Nebuchadnezzar sent and brought him (Jehoiachin) to Babylon with the valuable articles of the house of the LORD, and he made his kinsman (his uncle) Zedekiah king over Judah and Jerusalem. (11) Zedekiah was twenty-one years old when he became king, and he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem.” [Then what happens?] (12) “He did evil in the sight of the LORD his God; he did not humble himself before Jeremiah the prophet who spoke for the LORD.”  

It’s just like this article I read.  A father had warned his son against making bad choices.  That’s what our Almighty God, our eternal Father, does.  He warns through the prophet Jeremiah.  He warned Zedekiah, “Don’t make bad choices; choose the right thing; listen to me.”  But you find that he did not humble himself.  If I want to know the will of the Lord, then I have to humble myself under the word of God.  You humble yourself when you bring yourself low.  You humble yourself when you make yourself subservient to the will of God.  We know that Zedekiah did not humble himself.  We have seen this over and over. (15) “The LORD, the God of their fathers, sent word to them” [This is the officials, the people, and they are mentioned in v. 14.] “again and again by His messengers, because He had compassion on His people and on His dwelling place;” [I want you to see this:  God is a God of compassion.  And God, because He is a God of compassion, He is not going to hide His will from you.  It is the will of God that you know the will of God.  God does not play hide and seek.]

When I was a kid, we used to play Hide the Thimble.  Women used to sew, and they would put a thimble on their fingers.  We would get Grandmother’s or Mother’s thimble, and we would hide the thimble.  When you hid the thimble, you would say, “You are getting cold, cold, colder.”  Then you would go back, and they said, “You are getting warm, warm, warmer.”  “Oh, you are hot!”  You got the thimble.  God doesn’t say, “I am going to hide my will from you, and I hope you find it.”  Then he doesn’t say, “You are getting cold, cold, cold, colder,” or “You are getting hot, hot, hotter.”  He wants you to know the will of God.  The first place that you go to know the will of God is to the word of God.  But if you want to know the will of God, you have to humble yourself under the word of God, so that it will always be in accord.  God sent these people, (16) “but they continually mocked the messengers of God, despised His words and scoffed at His prophets, until the wrath of the LORD arose against His people, until there was no remedy.” [They are laughing, and they are scoffing.]  

Go to 2 Peter 3:1-2.  It says, “This is now, beloved, the second letter I am writing to you in which I am stirring up your sincere mind by way of reminder, (2) that you should remember the words spoken beforehand by the holy prophets and the commandment of the Lord and Savior spoken by your apostles.” [So, if you are going to look at the word of God, and you are going to find the will of God (and the will of God is in accord with the word of God), you go to the Old Testament holy prophets, and you go to the New Testament and the words of our Savior and our Lord, and His commandments.  So then He warns you.] (3) “Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their mocking, following after their own lusts,” [So they had mockers in those days.  We have mockers in our days, and when you go to somebody, and you say, “Wait a minute, I want to pray about this.  I want to search out the word of God,” you are going to find people who are mocking you.  Why?  Because we are in the age where there are no absolutes.  So it’s all about you, and you do what you want to do, and everybody get out of the way.  That’s not the way it is with God.]  

Go to Isaiah 8:20.  Isaiah was a prophet, and you know that he preceded this time.  You know that when he prophesied about Cyrus, who was mentioned at the end of 2 Chronicles 36:22, he gave us a prophesy 150 years before it happened, before Cyrus was ever born.  I want to show you a very important verse in knowing the will of God, because there are many voices in this world that are going to come to you.  Jeremiah was one voice, a voice from God, coming into the life of Zedekiah.  But there were all these other false prophets that were opposing what Jeremiah was saying.  So how do you know who is right?  (20) “To the law and to the testimony!  If they do not speak according to this word, it is because they have no dawn.” [In other words, because they have no light.] (Isaiah 9:2) “The people who walk in darkness will see a great light;” [These people have no light; day has not come, and they are not speaking according to the word of God.  If somebody comes and gives you counsel, or somebody makes a decision—and I think of a past public figure in Christendom.  I think about this dear person who walked away from the Lord, and had an affair with a married man (he was a Christian, and he was married to someone else), and she comes back for counseling.  And I think, “The counsel that was given was not according to the word of God.”  So the marriage is over, and the two people have left their mates, and they marry one another.  The counsel was not according to the word of God.  We’ve got to know the word of God, and we’ve got to search out the word of God if we want to know the will of God.  But you say, “We are not under Law anymore.”  But that does not mean that the Law was wrong, or that the Law has gone away.  We are not under Law; we are under grace, but it does not make us lawless.  Rather, it gives us the Spirit who enables us to fulfill the Law.  That’s what Romans 8:3 says.  “For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did:” He did it by His Spirit in us.  

So we have got to know the word of God.  I want to encourage you; I want to tell you that every time you are in the word of God you are building a reserve.  You are putting things in your file, if you are on a computer, in your memory bank, so that when you are in a situation, then you have the light, you have the dawn, and you know what to do, because you know what the word of God has to say.  We’ve got to know the word of God, and I commend you, and I applaud you for your faithfulness.  I commend you, and I applaud you for studying so diligently, so that you know God’s word for yourself.  That is absolutely key.  

In Romans 12:1-2, he lays out the whole gospel.  He explains everything, even as it relates to Jews and Gentiles. (1) “I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. (2) And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind,” [Now the renewing of your mind is what the word does.] “so that you may prove” [“Prove” means put to test.] “what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.” [The will of God is always good, it’s always acceptable, and it’s always perfect.  So you have to submit yourself.  You have to renew your mind.  You have to know the word of God.]  

Now what did Zedekiah do?  Well, Zedekiah heard the word of God, but he did not humble himself before the word of God.  He did not walk in accordance with the will of God.  You see him breaking God’s word more than once.  How could he have known that Jeremiah was a true prophet?  Well, we are going to see how he could have known that Jeremiah was a true prophet.  But he could have known, simply because, what did Jeremiah say?  Jeremiah said, “Listen, you are going to be captivity 70 years.”  Why are they going to be in captivity 70 years? 

Look at 2 Chronicles 36:20.  “Those who had escaped from the sword he carried away to Babylon; and they were servants to him and to his sons until the rule of the kingdom of Persia, (21) to fulfill the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah, until the land had enjoyed its sabbaths.  All the days of its desolation it kept sabbath until seventy years were complete.” [We know that is the word of God. When Jeremiah kept preaching 70 years, he said it more than once.  “You are going to be in captivity 70 years.”  If he had listened to the word of God, if Zedekiah had known the word of God, he would have known that the book of Leviticus taught this, that it was very clear that you were to give the land its sabbaths.  If you don’t give the land its sabbaths, then God has to judge you.  So he could have known, “This man is from God, because this is what he is telling us.”  He told them that sword, and famine, and pestilence would come.  He told them it was coming because of sin.  He could have known that he was a true prophet and not a false prophet.  The word of God already said, “God is always previous.”  So you can know that when you are hearing something, if it is the will of God, then it will be in accord with the word of God.]  


In Jeremiah 34, let me show you another thing.  Remember, Zedekiah made a covenant and broke it.  He made a covenant with King Nebuchadnezzar.  He broke that covenant with Nebuchadnezzar, and God held him accountable.  God said that He becomes the mediator over every human covenant that is made.  Now we find him breaking another covenant. (8) “The word which came to Jeremiah from the LORD, after King Zedekiah had made a covenant with all the people who were in Jerusalem to proclaim release to them: (9) that each man should set free his male servant and each man his female servant, a Hebrew man or Hebrew woman; so that no one should keep them, a Jew his brother, in bondage.” [Now that was biblical.  They were supposed to free them every seven years.] (10) “And all the officials and all the people obeyed, who had entered into the covenant that each man should set free his male servant and each man his female servant,” [So they made a covenant—the officials made a covenant.] 

(12) “Then the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying, (13) ‘Thus says the LORD God of Israel, “I made a covenant with your forefathers in the day that I brought them out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage, saying, (14) at the end of seven years each of you shall set free his Hebrew brother, who has been sold to you and has served you six years, you shall send him out free from you; but your forefathers did not obey Me, or incline their ear to Me. (15) Although recently you had turned and done what is right in My sight, each man proclaiming release” (16) “Yet you turned and profaned My name, and each man took back his servants.” [At the end, it was the time for them to set them free, and they didn’t do it.  Yet all the officials had entered into a covenant.] 

(17) “Therefore thus says the LORD, ‘You have not obeyed Me in proclaiming release each man to his brother and each man to his neighbor.  Behold, I am proclaiming a release to you,’ declares the LORD, ‘to the sword, to the pestilence and to the famine; and I will make you a terror to all the kingdoms of the earth. (18) And I will give the men who have transgressed My covenant, who have not fulfilled the words of the covenant which they made before Me, when they cut the calf in two and passed between its parts— [That’s the way they made a covenant.] (19) “the officials of Judah, and the officials of Jerusalem… and they passed between the parts— (20) I will give them into the hand of their enemies and into the hand of those who seek their life.” (21) “Zedekiah king of Judah and his officials I will give into the hand of their enemies.” [Listen, Zedekiah had this message.  He could have known the will of the Lord.  He could have spared his life.  He could have spared all of Judah.  God would have given him release, even though Jerusalem was being besieged.  But they did not listen.  Yet he had enough evidence to know the will of God, because he had the promise of the covenant, because he had the promise of the sabbaths, because he had the word about sword and famine.


#2 -- When you are seeking to know the will of God, and you want to understand, “Is this God speaking to me?  Is this a message I should listen to?”  The will of God will always be in accord with the ways of God.  Have you got it?  The will of God will always be in accord with the word of God, and with the ways of God.  Now, as you study the Scriptures, you see that God prepares His people.  He gives you gifts; He gives you a calling; He puts you in certain positions; He gives you certain experiences.  And all of those are for a purpose, according to Ephesians 2:10.  “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.” [God will take your past, the positions that you have been in, good and bad; God will take the pain that you have been through; God will take the gifts that He has gives you when He saves you, and He will put all of this together so that you will be able to say, “Hey, in the light of this opportunity that I have, to go this way or go this way, I know that I ought to go that way, because, first of all it is in accordance with the word of God (or not against the word of God), and (#2) it is in accord with the ways of God, because God prepares His people.  God equips His people.  God gifts His people.  

So as He looks at Zedekiah sitting there, and as He looks at where he is in life, as He looks as Jeremiah, and where he is in life, as He looks at the ways of God, as he looks at the ways of God (that’s the beauty of studying the Old Testament, because in the Old Testament you come to understand the ways of God), then you understand the ways of God; and you say, “I don’t know exactly what to do.  God has not written it in the sky; I did not have a dream; I did not have a vision.  How am I going to know?  I am going to know, because it is not against the word of God, or it is in accord with the word of God, and not only that, but it is in accord with the ways of God.  So you are going to know.  It is going to help you.  If you are talented in certain areas, God is not going to put you in a ministry, or in a position, or a job, where you are not prepared for that job.  Get to know God’s ways with man through your study of the Old Testament.  Listen carefully; let history be your friend.  There is much to learn from history.  Zedekiah could look at the history that preceded him.  We looked at these kings.  He could look at Josiah.  Josiah had 31 years of blessing, from the 18th year of his reign on, or even sooner.  Why?  Because he was walking in obedience to God, because he was doing what was right.  Well, if Zedekiah had stopped, and said, “Okay, let me consider.  What happened to all the kings of Israel?  What happened to that Northern Kingdom?  They never had a king that obeyed God’s word, and look where they are.  They are in captivity.”  Same thing; God hasn’t changed.  You know the word of God.  You know the ways of God.  Not only that, but Jeremiah had prophesied, and God was at work.  Zedekiah had all this before him.  


#3 – If you want to know the will of God for you life, (I’m trying to make this very practical for you today, as we come to the end of this series, learning from their lives, getting instruction, having encouragement and perseverance, and ending up in hope.  #3 – The will of God will always be in accord with the character of God.  It’s almost like saying the same thing as the word of God.  But sometimes we don’t have a specific word, but we know His character.  You would see that God’s holiness demands either repentance or judgment.  Have you got that?  

See, this young boy that I told you about, he had been warned by his father.  His father said, “Something is going to happen to you that you are going to regret for the rest of your life.”  His friend is sitting in that car.  The police start to chase him, and the friend says, “Put on the gas.”  He knows the law.  He’s been under the law; he has been under a government institution.  He knows the police are to be obeyed.  If that young man had obeyed the law, a man would have lived, and he would not have ended up in prison, being judged for man- slaughtered of a human being because he did not obey.  We have to understand that the will of God will always be in accord with the character of God.  God’s holiness demanded either repentance or judgment.  Zedekiah did not repent.  Everything that Jeremiah told Zedekiah was in accord with the character of God.  God is a holy God.  God watches over his word to perform it.  God doesn’t speak, and then forget what He says, but God watches over his word to perform it.  So he could have looked, and understood the character of God.  And, listen, if he had understood the word of God, the ways of God, and the character of God, he could have spotted a false prophet right off.  That’s what 2 Peter tells you.  2 Peter is going to tell you how to spot a false teacher, and you are going to spot a false teacher by looking at their character, by looking at their ways.  Look at their character and their ways, because they are not in accord with the word of God; or they may be preaching the word of God, but their life style is not in accord with the character of God or the ways of God.


#4 – Circumstances of life often coincide so that you know the will of God.  A man will become restless, unhappy in where he is, and in many times it is the Spirit of God putting this restlessness within this person in order to get them to move.  Something is coming, and many times you will hear people say, “There is a restlessness in me, and I don’t know why.”  God will use events, or incidences, to confirm or deter you from a certain path.  One day when we got this property, I started going to Atlanta.  I was going to fly to Atlanta (Mrs. Kinsor was going to fly me to Atlanta, because Jack and I had only one car).  I walked out to the mailbox, and this is the thought that popped into my mind, “My goodness, it’s going to cost her this many hundred dollars every week to fly me to Atlanta.  For that, she could buy me a car and save money.”  It just came in my mind.  After Bible study in Atlanta, Grace called me in, and she sat me down, and she said, “Honey, I’ve been thinking.  I have been thinking that it’s going to cost me this many hundred of dollars to fly you to Atlanta and back every week.  I could buy you a car for that.”  Do I know that it is God’s will for her to buy me a car?  Other people sometimes have tried to give us things, and we know it’s not God’s will, because it doesn’t coincide with everything else.  So, sometimes you don’t have a clear verse of Scripture.  Sometimes it doesn’t go against the character of God, but is it going along with the ways of God?  Is it coinciding with the events of life?  I’ve had people say,” I’ve had God call me here to work with you.”  I have no position open.  I don’t need you in this position; there is nothing here.  What do I have to do?  Feel guilty that I am going against the will of God, because this person has told me, “It is the will of God for them to come here”?  No, it’s obvious to me that it’s not, because there is no coinciding with these things.  


#5 – If it is going to be the will of God, the peace of God will prevail. The peace of God will prevail, but you cannot be double minded.  In James 1, it is talking about trials.  You are in a trial, and you don’t know what to do.  (5) “But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him. (6) But he must ask in faith without any doubting, for the one who doubts is like the surf of the sea, driven and tossed by the wind.” [And that man is not going to receive anything from God.  So the peace of God will prevail.]  Colossians 3:15 tells us, “Let the peace of God rule in your hearts.”  Some thinks that that means, “umpire in your heart,” so that you know what to do, but others believe that it’s talking about, in a relationship, you are to let God rule in your heart.  

Go to Jeremiah 37, and watch what Zedekiah was.  Zedekiah was a double minded man.  You saw it when you studied Jeremiah this week.  You saw that he was a double minded man.  (1) “Now Zedekiah the son of Josiah whom Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon had made king in the land of Judah, reigned as king in place of Coniah (Jeconiah) the son of Jehoiakim.(2) But neither he nor his servants nor the people of the land listened to the words of the Lord which He (God) spoke through Jeremiah the prophet. (3) Yet King Zedekiah sent Jehucal the son of Shelemiah, and Zephaniah the son of Maaseiah, the priest, to Jeremiah the prophet, saying, ‘Please pray to the LORD our God on our behalf.’” [Do you see there that he doesn’t have peace?  God is speaking to him, he is not listening, and yet he doesn’t have peace, because what does he say?  “Pray for us.”  Many, many times people say, “Pray for me that I will know the will of God.”  The will of God is obvious, many times, but we don’t want to do it, and we’re double minded, and we don’t have that peace, so we are asking for that prayer.  

In Jeremiah 38, what does Zedekiah do?  (14) “Then King Zedekiah sent and had Jeremiah the prophet brought to him at the third entrance that is in the house of the LORD; and the king said to Jeremiah, ‘I am going to ask you something; do not hide anything from me.’” [This man does not have peace.] (15) “Then Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, ‘If I tell you, will you not certainly put me to death?  Besides, if I give you advice, you will not listen to me.’” [Why would he say such a thing?  Because he hadn’t listened over, and over, and over again.]  (16) “But King Zedekiah swore to Jeremiah in secret saying, ‘As the LORD lives, who made this life for us, surely I will not put you to death nor will I give you over to the hand of these men who are seeking your life.’”  [What do you see?  He does not have peace.  He is not sure that he is making the right decision.  This leads us to number six.]

#6 – If you are going to know the will of God, you have got to have godly counsel.  If you don’t have a specific “Go” from the Lord, then you get godly counsel.  Proverbs 15:22 says, “Without consultation, plans are frustrated, but with many counselors they succeed.” [or “they are established.”  “Succeed” could be translated, “they are established.”  So get godly counsel.  But listen, when you godly counsel, don’t turn to the arm of flesh, and don’t listen to the counsel of ungodly men.  In Jeremiah 38:19, when God gives Zedekiah another chance to repent, another chance to save the nation, all he has to do is go out and surrender to those people who are surrounding the city, he says,] (19) “Then King Zedekiah said to Jeremiah, ‘I dread the Jews who have gone over to the Chaldeans, for they may give me over into their hand and they will abuse me.’” [So what happens?  He dreads the arm of flesh.  He dreads man, instead of dreading God.  He fears man above fearing God.  He makes his decision, and when the siege is so bad, he tries to escape.  He is headed toward Egypt.  They catch him, they bind him, and they take him.  They put his sons before him, and they kill his sons.  That’s the last thing he ever sees, because they take out his eyes, and they take him in chains to Babylon—because he did not submit, humble himself, to the will of God.  He thought he could do it better, and look at what happened.  So you need to get godly counsel.]  Jeremiah 17:5) “Cursed is the man who trusts in mankind and makes flesh his strength.” (7) “Blessed is the man where the LORD is his strength.” [So you have got to turn to the Lord.] 


#7 – You need to pray, and seek God’s face, and call to Him.  You need to pray, and seek God’s face in all of this, and call to Him.  The will of God will be according to the word of God, according to the ways of God, according to all these things that we have said, but you have got to call.  You have to seek His face.  This is what you see in Jeremiah 33.  (2) “Thus says the LORD who made the earth, the LORD who formed it to establish it, the LORD is His name,” [You know this, that whatever God calls you to do, He’s able to perform it because of who He is.] (3) “‘Call to Me, and I will answer you, and I will tell you great and mighty things, which you do not know.’” [Call to Me, and I will answer, and I will tell you.  So, when you have all these things aligned, and you come to this final thing, this seventh thing, it is praying and seeking God’s face and calling to Him, and the answer will always be one of hope, but not at the expense of godliness.]  

You say, “But wait a minute, it wasn’t hope.  He was telling him to go out of the city.  He was telling him to surrender to the enemy.  But what was the hope?”  You go out of the city, and you surrender to the enemy.  You are in the enemy territory for seventy years total, and but then you’re coming home.  What does 2 Chronicles ends with?  It ends with the hope of Cyrus, the Persian, calling them to return.  And Cyrus, the Persian, is going to rebuild the temple that God allowed Babylon to destroy.  So it was all there, and all he had to do was listen.  Watch the hope in this chapter.  He’s telling them that He is going to take them into captivity.  Then he says, (6) “‘Behold, I will bring to it health and healing, and I will heal them; and I will reveal to them an abundance of peace and truth. (7) And I will restore the fortunes of Judah and the fortunes of Israel, and will rebuild them as they were at first. (8) And I will cleanse them from all their iniquity by which they have sinned against Me, and I will pardon all their iniquities by which they have sinned against Me, and by which they have transgressed against Me. (9) And it will be to Me a name of joy, praise and glory before all the nations of the earth, which will hear of all the good that I do for them, and they (the nations) will fear and tremble because of all the good and all the peace that I make for it.’” [Do you hear the peace here?  Do you hear the good here?  Do you hear the hope here?]  

Jeremiah 33:11, “the voice of joy and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the bride, the voice of those who say, ‘Give thanks to the LORD of hosts, for the LORD is good, for His lovingkindness is everlasting’” (12) “Thus says the LORD of hosts, ‘There will again be in this place which is waste, without man or beast, and in all its cities, a habitation of shepherds who rest their flocks.’” [There is a future; there is a hope.  And when you are in the will of God, there is always a future and always a hope.]  

Here is the hope of hopes. (14 “‘Behold, days are coming,’ declares the LORD, ‘when I will fulfill the good word which I have spoken concerning the house of Israel and the house of Judah. (15) In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch of David to spring forth; and He shall execute justice and righteousness on the earth. (16) In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will dwell in safety; and this is the name by which she will be called: (Jehovah-tsidkenu) the LORD is our righteousness.’ (17) “For thus says the LORD, ‘David shall never lack a man to sit on the throne of the house of Israel; (18) and the Levitical priests shall never lack a man before Me to offer burnt offerings, to burn grain offerings and to prepare sacrifices continually.’” [It is a hope.  So the will of God ends in hope.]  

What did we see in Romans 12:1-2?  When you present your bodies, when you’re not conformed to this world, but transformed by the renewing of your mind that you might prove, put to test, what that is good and acceptable and perfect will of God, it says, in Jeremiah 29:11, “I know the plans I have for you.  They are plans of good and not for calamity, to give you a future and to give you a hope.”  You can have them.  All you have to do is believe, and walk in My ways.  I love 2 Chronicles.  It ends with hope.  You are going back.  The temple is going to be rebuilt, because I, the Sovereign God, 150 years before this, named the man, named the kingdom, and it’s going to happen.  

O beloved, only in the cocoon of God’s will, only in that cocoon, will you strengthen yourself so that you can emerge and be a beautiful butterfly, soaring in the heavenlies, in the will of God.  Your Father has spoken; listen to Him.  Your Father has acted; watch His ways.  Your Father has ordered circumstances; look at those things.  Go by this, and you will know that this is the will of God.  Let’s pray.


Father, Thank You for Your word.  Thank You that it is a sure word.  Thank You that it is a light that shines in a dark place.  Thank You, Father, that we have a dawn, as it says, because of the word, because of the law, and because of the testimony.  When people speak according to it, we know that they are walking in the light.  When they deny it, we know that it is because the light has not come.  We know that Zedekiah walked in darkness all his life, and then had his eyes put out, so he could never see again.  O Father, we want to have a healthy, whole, wholesome eye fixed on You.  Father, help us as we continue to study Your word together, to grow in the knowledge of our God in the knowledge of You, our precious beloved Father, and may we desire Your will more than anything else on the face of this earth, knowing that it is good, and it is acceptable, and it is 

perfect.  In Your name we pray.  Amen.  
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