GOD SEARCHES FOR A HEART FULLY HIS – LESSON 1
“Finishing Well”

Kay Arthur, Teacher


The Christian life is not a 100-yard dash; rather, it is a marathon.  The question, beloved, is: How will you run that marathon?  How will you finish?  I believe that running a marathon, because of the nature of the race, is a matter of the heart.  It is a matter of the heart, because it is a grueling race.  My grandson was running only three miles, but he said (as he came in seventh in this big, big race), “At the end, I just threw up!  At the end, a friend came along and said to me, ‘Give it your best; give it your best.’”  So he gave it his best at the very end, and he ran well; but it was a grueling, grueling race.  Multitudes run in marathons, and many times when the multitudes run in the marathon, they know that they are not going to come in first.  They know that they are not going to come in second; they know that they are not going to come in seventh.  But what do they do?  They run; they run because, in a sense, there is a joy in running, there is sense of accomplishment, there is a sense in going over the line and knowing that you have accomplished something that is very, very difficult.  You did it because you wanted the joy of it all.  It was a matter of the heart.

As we look at this week’s lesson, we are going to see this marathon aspect to running the race.  When I look at it, I think about my favorite scene in “Chariots of Fire.”  Do you remember “Chariots of fire”?  Eric Little is running in this race, and all of a sudden, he throws his head back, and you hear him saying in his heart, “When I run, I feel His pleasure.”  I want us to see that we are in a marathon, and we need to run in such a way that, as we run, we feel the pleasure of God.  


How is this accomplished?  I think it all comes out in the life of Asa.  Go to 1 Kings15:8, and this is what we read, “And Abijam (he is also called “Abijah”) slept with his fathers and they buried him in the city of David; and Asa his son become king in his place. (9) So in the twentieth year of Jeroboam the king of Israel,” [Remember, the kingdom divided after David’s son Solomon turned his back on God.  When Solomon turned his back on God, God told him, “I am going to divide the kingdom.  I am going to take ten parts, and I am going to give it to you, Jeroboam.”  So He gave ten parts to Jeroboam.  (And Jeroboam was the servant of Solomon.)  The other two parts (or tribes) He gave to Rehoboam.  

When He gave them to Rehoboam, you remember that Rehoboam went for counsel about how he should run the kingdom and what he should do, and how Rehoboam told them that it was going to be harder for them than it was under Solomon.  Consequently, the kingdom divided, and they said, “Okay, we are not going to be under your rule.”  So Jeroboam took the ten tribes to the north, and became the kingdom of Israel.  This was in the twentieth year of Jeroboam.  Jeroboam was an evil king; Jeroboam was a king whom God had promised that He would establish his kingdom forever—if he would simply have a heart that was fully God’s, if he would simply follow God.  But Jeroboam did not follow God, and because he was afraid that he would lose the kingdom, he made two golden calves.  He set one up in Dan, and set the other up in Bethel.  He led the children of Israel into idol worship.  So now, in the twentieth year of Jeroboam, Asa became king.

(10) “And he reigned forty-one years in Jerusalem; and his mother’s name was Maacah the daughter of Abishalom (or Absalom). (11) And Asa did what was right in the sight of the Lord, like David his father.” [But was David his father?  David gives birth to many sons, but it is Solomon that is going to rule the kingdom.  This is the promise of the Davidic covenant that is given in 2 Samuel 7.  So now Rehoboam has a son, and Rehoboam’s son is Abijah; and Abijah has a son, and that son’s name is Asa.  When God tells us about Asa, when He gives us a summary of Asa’s life, He says, “Asa did right in the sight of the Lord just like (and he bypasses Abijah, he bypasses Rehoboam, he bypasses Solomon, and He goes back to David.) David.  What do we know about David?  When we think of David, we know that David was a man that fulfilled God’s purpose in his generation.  Why?  Because David was a man whose heart belonged to God.  He was a man after God’s own heart.  To be “after God’s own heart” is to be after God’s purposes and not your own purposes.  We find a description of Asa going all the way back up to David.]

(12) “He (Asa) also put away the male cult prostitutes from the land, and removed all the idols which his fathers had made.” [That means we go back up to Abijah; we go back up to Rehoboam; we go back up to Solomon, and we know that they have idols during this time.  We know that that breaks the first and second commandments, and that breaks the fact that, “You shall no other gods beside Me.  You shall not make unto yourself any graven image of any likeness in the heaven above, in the earth beneath.  You shall not make them; you shall not worship them.  You shall not bow down to them.”  Why?  Because there is only one God.  Those that follow idols are following the works of man’s hands.  In other words, they are just worshipping the product of something that man has created, rather than God.  We know the culture of the times, just from this verse.  We know that there were male cult prostitutes, that men were going in and having sex with other men.  We know that this was going on in a land where homosexuality and adultery was forbidden.  If the women went in to the male cult prostitutes (which I doubt; I think it was just the men), then you have immorality.  You have idolatry—idolatry leads to immorality.  That is what you have.]


(13) “And he also removed Maacah his mother from being queen mother,” [When he says “his mother,” if we go back, we see that Maacah was the mother of Abijah.  It seems, when it says that he removed the queen mother, he is removing his grandmother.  He is removing her from her position as being queen mother.  Why?] “because she had made a horrid image as an Asherah; and Asa cut down her horrid image and burned it at the brook Kidron.” [You know, when we go up to the New Testament, and Jesus is coming, and He is looking for disciples, what does He say?  “If any man is going to come after Me, let him deny himself, take up his cross, and follow Me.  If a man loves his father or his mother or his sister, or his brothers, or his wife, or his life more than Me, he is not worthy to be My disciple.”  God has to have the supreme position.  As we look at Asa, as we look at a man that is doing right in the sight of the Lord, that is walking as David had walked, we see that this man is so dedicated to the Lord that family relationships are not going to get in the way.]


(14) “But the high places were not taken away;” [There were some high places where they would go up and worship.  They were like, in a sense, a shrine.] “nevertheless the heart of Asa was wholly devoted to the Lord all his days.” [Here is man that is going to be God’s man.  Here is man that is going to pursue God.  Here is a man that is serious about his walk with the Lord.  As we look at him, I want us to look at his heritage.  I want us to go from Asa, back up to Abijah, for a minute.  Then from Abijah, I want us to go to Rehoboam.  Then from Rehoboam, I want us to go to Solomon.  It will be good review, but it will also make a point for us.]


Go to 1 Kings 15:1.  “Now in the eighteenth year of King Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, Abijam became king over Judah.” [His name is written “Abijah” in Chronicles, and, as you are going to see as we go through, many of these kings have the same names, or they have one name in Kings, and one name in Chronicles.  It is just the way they are writing it.  The Jews do this all the time.  When you go to Israel, you will see a sign spelled one way one time, and you will go down the road, and you will see the same city, and it will be spelled another way.  It is just a Jewish thing.] 


(3) “He walked in all the sins of his father which he had committed before him; and his heart was not wholly devoted to the Lord his God, like the heart of his father David.” [So once again they are pointing him back to David.  I think that one of the other reasons that they are pointing him back to David is the fact of the Davidic covenant.  Remember, in 2 Samuel 7, God makes a covenant with David, and that covenant is that, “You will always have someone to sit on the throne.”  That is why Rehoboam gets at least two of the tribes, because of this Davidic covenant, because God watches over covenants.  God made that covenant with David.  It absolutely overwhelmed and excited David when he heard what God was going to do.  He had just said, “Who am I that You should do this for me, and for my house, that I would have a descendant that would sit on the throne of Israel forever?”]


So let’s go from Asa, back up to Abijah, and we see now that his heart was not wholly devoted to the Lord.  But God has told us that Asa’s heart is totally devoted to the Lord.  I just want to stop here and say this:  You can not blame your father; you cannot blame your grandfather, if your heart is not fully devoted to the Lord.  Each one of us has to take our own responsibility for who we are, and what we are.  I have told teenagers, “I don’t care if your father is in prison, if your mother is a prostitute, if your sister was a drug addict.  I want you know, that because of the grace of God and the word of God, that does not have to impact you.  You can be any thing you want to be.  If you will set your heart fully on God, then God will bless you and use you in a mighty way.”  So his heritage was not good—except for David.]


(4) “But for David’s sake the Lord his God gave him a lamp in Jerusalem, to raise up his son after him and to establish Jerusalem; (5) because David did what was right in the sight of the Lord, and had not turned aside from anything that He commanded him all the days of his life, except in the case of Uriah the Hittite.” [What had he done?  He had violated Uriah’s wife; he had Uriah put to death.  Yet the conclusion of David’s life was this:  David faltered in that marathon; David stumbled in that marathon.  As a matter of fact, David went to bed and got up too late in the middle of the marathon.  When he went to bed and got up too late, and hadn’t gone to war, he goes out on his roof, and he sees this woman, and he stumbles.  He falls.  And he has a period of time in his life when he is in trouble.  But once it is brought to his attention by Nathan the prophet, then he admits his sin.  You see that his heart is fully God’s. He gets back up, and he starts to run again.  When he finishes, he finishes with a life that has been lived where he is totally right in the sight of the Lord, because he did not turn away from anything the Lord commanded, except in that one incident.]

I want us to go to 2 Chronicles 13:4, and I want you to see that although Abijah’s heart was not fully God’s, although he did evil, still Abijah, at times, did right.  There is a lesson, a principle, to be seen in this. In v. 3, Abijah began the battle between him and Jeroboam.  (Jeroboam is still living.)  Remember, Asa became king in Jeroboam’s twentieth year.  So Abijah is fighting against Jeroboam.  (3) “And Abijah began the battle with an army of valiant warriors, 400,000 chosen men… (4) Then Abijah stood on Mount Zemaraim, which is in the hill country, and said, ‘Listen to me, Jeroboam and all Israel: Do you not know that the Lord God of Israel gave the rule over Israel forever to David and his sons by a covenant of salt?” [Don’t you know that the kingdom belongs to him?  Don’t you know the covenant of salt that God made?] (6) “Yet Jeroboam the son of Nebat, the servant of Solomon the son of David, rose up and rebelled against his master,” [Then he goes on and talks to them, because they are coming to battle, and he wants to stop the battle.  He wants to say, “Listen, I have all these valiant warriors.  The kingdom really belongs to David, and don’t you try to come and take us.  Don’t you try to come against us.  This belongs to us by a covenant of salt.”  And then he turns to them, and he points out their sin.]

(9) “Have you not driven out the priests of the Lord, the sons of Aaron and the Levites, and made for yourselves priests like the peoples of other lands?” [“Look at what you have done.”  Remember, he has these two golden calves.  Remember, the Levites are supposed to be the priests.  Remember, the temple is in Jerusalem.  So he makes his own priests.  He is bringing this out to him.] (10) “But as for us, the Lord is our God, and we have not forsaken Him; and the sons of Aaron are ministering to the Lord as priests, and the Levites attend to their work.” [Then he goes on, and he says, “This is what we are doing.”  They burn burnt offering and fragrant incense.]  (11b) “for we keep the charge of the Lord our God, but you have forsaken Him.  (12) Now behold, God is with us at our head and His priests with the signal trumpets to sound the alarm against you.  O sons of Israel, do not fight against the Lord God of your fathers, for you will not succeed.” [What is he doing?  It sounds like he is doing everything that is absolutely right.  He is trying to prevent a civil war against his own blood brothers.  He is reminding them of what they have done wrong.  He is telling them what they have done right, and he is saying, “We have not forsaken God.”]  


Then it goes on in v. 13, and says that Jeroboam sets an ambush.  He comes from two sides, right up against the kingdom of Judah to attack, and when it happens, look at v. 14.  (14) “When Judah turned around, behold, they were attacked both front and rear; so they cried to the Lord, and the priests blew the trumpets. (15) Then the men of Judah raised a war cry, and when the men of Judah raised the war cry, then it was that God routed Jeroboam and all Israel before Abijah and Judah. (16) And when the sons of Israel fled before Judah, God gave them into their hand.” [So what did God do?  God moved on their behalf.] 

You think, “Okay, if God is moving on their behalf, then the king, because he did what was right, must have a heart that is fully God’s.  And this is the point that I want you to see:  We know that Abijah did evil in the sight of the Lord.  We know that God, though, protected Abijah, and He protected Abijah in Judah because of the covenant that He had made with David.  One of the things that you and I need to realize is this:  God’s blessing is not always an indication that our heart is fully His.  Just know that, for there are many, many people (and you will see God using them), or it will look like they are being financially blessed, or it looks like they are being blessed with success, and people coming to the Lord, and yet their hearts are not fully God’s.  One of the things that you need to know and understand is that external blessings are not always an affirmation of an internal state of your heart.  Just know that, for sometimes we think, and we look at people, and we say, “Oh, God is blessing them.  God surely has to be pleased with them.”  That is not necessarily so, because we know (and you know from 2 Chronicles 16:9) that the eyes of the Lord move to and fro throughout the earth, looking for a man who is successful?  No; looking for a man who is prospering?  No; looking for a man who is seeing fruit (in the sense of benefits) in his life?  No; God looks on the heart.  You saw that in your homework.  As you look at Abijah, I want you to know that Asa had a father whose heart was not fully the Lord’s, a heart that was not fully devoted to the Lord.  We saw that contrast.


Let’s go back to Rehoboam, to his grandfather.  Go to 2 Chronicles 12.  Rehoboam has been on the throne, but we find in 12:1, “when the kingdom of Rehoboam was established and strong he and all Israel with him forsook the law of the Lord.” [He forsook the Lord once his kingdom was strong, so it seems that up until this point, that he is young man, a weak man, in a sense, and he is getting wrong counsel.  But until this point, God establishes his kingdom.  But all of sudden, when he becomes strong, then he forsakes the law of the Lord.  God sends him a prophet in v. 5, and the prophet says, “You have forsaken Me, so I also have forsaken you to Shishak.  (6) So the princes of Israel and the king humbled themselves and said, ‘The Lord is righteous.’ (7) And when the Lord saw that they humbled themselves, the word of the Lord came to Shemaiah, saying, ‘They have humbled themselves so I will not destroy them, but I will grant them some measure of deliverance, and My wrath shall not be poured out on Jerusalem by means of Shishak.’” [So God comes to his aid.]


But what do we learn about Jeroboam (because Kings doesn’t tell us)?  Chronicles tells us, in v. 14, speaking of Rehoboam, (14) “And he did evil because he did not set his heart to seek the Lord.” [When he was in trouble, he would do what God wanted him to do; and he would humble himself, because he had that knowledge of God.  It is one thing to have knowledge, and it is another to live in the light of it.  It is one thing to have knowledge, and to have a trembling fear of God, and you want His benefits and His blessing, so you are going to do what He says, but your heart is not fully His.  This is what you see—you see that he did evil because he did set his heart to seek the Lord.]

What is the lesson for you and for me?  Our lesson for today is:  Christian life is a marathon.  It is not a 100-yard dash.  In the 100-yard dash, you are up and you are done in just a matter of just seconds.  With a marathon, you go and you go and you go, and you run and you run and you run.  It is in that distance running, in that grueling agony of running and pushing your body, that you see if your heart is really intent on winning that marathon.  The Christian life that is set before us is not an easy, quick fix.  It is a long, long run.  It is a marathon.  It is grueling; it is hard, but it if our hearts are set on God, we are going to keep going.  His heart was not set on God.

Go back to 1 Kings 11 (and we are going backwards now), but remember, these are the men that are in the line of Asa.  He knew his father, and Abijah ought to have known about Rehoboam.  Then we come back to Solomon, and we look at Solomon in 1 Kings 11.  What do we see?  If you mark your Bible (I do my observation worksheet in the Bible, because I want it in my Bible, and I don’t have time to do it in two places.  I don’t mark as much, but I know it is there.)  (4) “When Solomon was old, his wives turned his heart away after other gods; and his heart was not wholly devoted to the Lord his God, as the heart of David his father had been.” [Now you have heard that phrase, haven’t you?  “His heart was wholly devoted to the Lord,” or “His heart was not fully devoted to the Lord.”  If you look at this, we know that David had a heart that was fully the Lord’s.  We know that, because we have looked at his life.  We know that Solomon did not.  We know that Rehoboam did not; we know that Abijah did not.  But we know that Asa did, because the Scripture tells us that “his heart was fully devoted to the Lord.”]


Let’s go, and let’s look at Asa.  Go to 2 Chronicles, and I want us to pick up some key phrases that we have marked, starting in Chapter 14.  I want us to see something about this marathon that we are in, this race, this Christian life and the race that is run.  Do you remember what Paul said at the end of his life?  Paul said, in 2 Timothy 4, “I have fought the good fight; I have finished my course.” [In other words, “I didn’t quit in the middle of the race.  I went across the line; I broke the tape.  I finished my course; I have kept the faith.”  I have fought the good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith, and henceforth, there is a crown of righteousness laid up for me, and not for me only, for all those who love His appearing.” 


You see, when we go across the finish line, when we run that race, grueling as it is, and we keep on going, and we keep on running, when we lay aside every weight and every sin that does so easily beset us, and we run for the prize of the high calling in Christ Jesus (and I am stringing pearls of Scripture together), and we run that way, and when we bring our body into subjection (as he says) and we run, and we stay in our own lane, and we do what God has called us to do, at the end of that race, there is the judge.  The judge is our Savior; the judge is our Father.  They are there, cheering us on, and all they want us to do is to run well and finish well.  That happens when our heart is totally devoted to the Lord.

2 Chronicles 14:1 says, (1) “So Abijah slept with his fathers, and they buried him in the city of David, and his son Asa became king in his place.  The land was undisturbed for ten years during his days. (2) And Asa did good and right in the sight of the Lord his God.” [And it tells what he did.  We saw that in Kings.] (4) “And he commanded Judah to seek the Lord God of their fathers.” [Oh, for a king; oh, for a president that stands up without fear of anyone else, and says, “We are going to seek God.”  It is all right to say that we are going to seek God, because there is only one God.  People may not know it, but we don’t have to be politically correct.  We have to be biblically correct.] (4) “He commanded Judah to seek the Lord God of their fathers and to observe the law and the commandment.” (6) “And he built fortified cities in Judah, since the land was undisturbed, and there was no one at war with him during those years, because the Lord had given him rest.” [It is the Lord that gives him rest.] 


The ten years are up, now the test comes.  The Ethiopians are coming against him, and Asa goes out to meet them.  (11) “Then Asa called to the Lord his God, and said, ‘Lord, there is no one besides Thee to help in the battle between the powerful and those who have not strength; so help us, O Lord our God, for we trust in You, and in Your name have come against this multitude.  O Lord, You are our God; let not man prevail against You.’ (12) So the Lord routed the Ethiopians.” [Here is young man whose heart is set on God.  Here is a young man that does not have a good history, as far as his father, his grandfather, and his great-grandfather, but here is a young man that is determined that he is going to follow God.  He is in trouble; he calls on God.  God hears; God answers, and He routs the enemy.  It is awesome!  The triumph, the excitement!  Be careful, though, be careful that when you have this victory, that your heart does not become proud, that your heart is not lifted up.  And that is the danger in our hearts—that our hearts would become proud.]

Chapter 15:1 says, “Now the Spirit of God came on Azariah the son of Oded,” [We don’t meet him any other place in the Scriptures.] (2) “and he went out to meet Asa and said to him, ‘Listen to me, Asa,” [Listen to me, you all; listen to me.  God is speaking, and this is what He is saying, “Listen to me.”] “and all Judah and Benjamin: the Lord is with you when you are with Him.  And if seek Him, He will let you find Him; but if you forsake Him, He will forsake you.” [You say, “But I know a Scripture from the New Testament that says He will never leave us nor forsake us, so that we can boldly say, ‘The Lord is my helper; I will not fear what man will do unto me.’  So God can’t forsake me.”  What is he talking about?  What is the context of both of those verses?  The context of this verse is: “Okay, you are in this situation, and I want you to keep seeking God.  I want you to know that if you seek Him, God will be there for you.  If you forsake Him, God cannot be there for you, because it goes against the character of God.  It is the same way in your life and in my life.  Hebrews, the same book that says that He will never leave us nor forsake us, so that we can boldly say that the Lord is our helper, is written when they are suffering.  They are going through trials, and he is telling them, “You are going to make it in these trials, because God’s not going to leave you.”  But they are not walking in sin.  

In Chapter 12, he says to them, “Whom the Lord loves, He disciplines, and He scourges every son whom He receives.”  When you look at this verse, know this: that the wind of God is behind your back as you are running, as long as you are running for Him.  If you forsake Him, and if you turn away, then God has got to fold His arms.  He cannot bless you in the midst of your sin.  God understands the heart.  Remember, you can’t fool God.  You can fool others, but you cannot fool God.  So comes this warning.  Then Oded tells them,] (3) “And for many days Israel was without the true God and without a teaching priest and without law. (4) But in their distress they turned to the Lord God of Israel, and they sought Him, and He let them find Him.” [“If you search for Me, and seek for Me with all your heart,” what does He say?  What did He promise in the Old Testament, in the Torah?  “I will be found of you; just seek Me.”  It is a heart that is after God that is seeking God.  If my heart is after God, then I am seeking God.  What do I do?  “What is Your pleasure?  How do I handle this?  Where do I go?  What do I say, ‘Yes,’ to?  What do I say, ‘No,’ to?”]  


He wants them to understand that, so we find, in v. 4, they are seeking the Lord.  We find in v. 15, again they are told to seek the Lord.  Then he tells them, in v. 7, “But you, be strong and do not lose courage.” [Listen, a heart that is fully God’s is a heart that is strong, and a heart that does not lose courage.  In other words, it perseveres; it keeps on going.  It is another way of saying, “It finishes the race.”  It does not lose courage.] “for there is reward for your work. (8) Now when Asa heard these words and the prophecy which Azariah the son of Oded the prophet spoke, he took courage and removed the abominable idols from all the land of Judah and Benjamin…and he restored the altar of the Lord…(9) And he gathered all Judah and Benjamin…and he said to them…” (12) “And they entered into the covenant to seek the Lord God of their fathers with all their heart and soul; (13) and whoever would not seek the Lord God of Israel should be put to death, whether small or great, man or woman.” [In other words, we are going to have a nation of people who know God, and who seek God, and who follow God, and who remember that God is God and we are man, and we are going to pursue Him.  If you don’t pursue Him, and if you won’t enter into this covenant, then we are putting you to death, because we are not going to have any defectors in the camp.”  What does that tell you?  That tells you a lot about Asa.  It tells you about his heart.  It shows you that his heart is fully set on seeking God, that he is going to run for the Lord, and he wants others to do it with all their heart, and with all their soul.  There is going to be a passionate pursuit of God here.]

(15) “And all Judah rejoiced concerning the oath, for they had sworn with their whole heart” [Do you see the joy?  Do you see the joy, even when you watch a marathon, and you watch them go over the line, and you see the agony, and you see the sweat, and you see them stumbling?  You see them, when they go over the line, many times they collapse.  But there is a joy on their faces.  Why?  Because they have finished the course, because they did what was before them.] “and had sought Him earnestly,” [So once again they are seeking God.  Chapter 14:4, Chapter 15:4, Chapter 15:12, Chapter 15:15—“seek the Lord, seek the Lord, seek the Lord.”  This is a heart that is after God.]


What gave him this passion?  Look at v. 8.  “Now when Asa heard these words and the prophecy which Azariah the son of Oded the prophet spoke, he took courage…” [What gave him courage?  What strengthened him along the way?  It was hearing the word of the Lord.  And what is going to keep you with a heart that is fully His?  What is going to keep you running in the race?  It is hearing the word of the Lord.  He says in the prophets (I think it is Isaiah), “And you shall hear a word behind you.”  That is the word that we hear.  We get the word of God, and we hear that word behind us.  “This is My way; walk in it.”  He heard the word of the Lord.  So if you are going to have a heart that is fully God’s, if you are going to run this race that is set before you, if you are going to cross the finish line, you have got to guard your heart.  And you have got to make sure that your heart is nourished with the word of God.]


Then it tells what he did, how he removed Maacah, etc, which we saw in 1 Kings 15.  (17) “But the high places were not removed from Israel; nevertheless Asa’s heart was blameless all his days.” [Kings tells us his heart was wholly devoted to the Lord.] (19) “And there was no more war until the thirty-fifth year of Asa’s reign. (16:1) In the thirty-sixth year of Asa’s reign Baasha king of Israel came up against Judah and fortified Ramah (slightly northwest of Jerusalem, right up on the border between the Southern Kingdom and the Northern Kingdom, almost directly north of Jerusalem) in order to prevent anyone from going out or coming in to Asa king of Judah. (2) Then Asa brought out silver and gold from the treasuries of the house of the Lord…” [If we had gone back, we would have known that what Asa had done—remember, Abijah sells the silver and the gold.  He gives that away, and he makes bronze instruments to protect him.  So Asa comes along, and Asa puts gold and silver back in the temple, and Asa puts his own gold and silver in the temple.  His heart is so fully God’s that he doesn’t just ask the government to do it, so to speak.  The people to do it, but he does it too.  But now, he is here (maybe it is the fifteenth year.  We don’t know what year it is, but we know it is when Baasha was around.)  

(2) “Then Asa brought out silver and gold from the treasuries of the house of the Lord and the king’s house, and sent them to Ben-hadad king of Aram, who lived in Damascus, saying, (3) ‘Let there be a treaty between you and me, as between my father and your father.’” [Wait a minute; wait a minute.  What are you doing?  What did you do before?  What did you do when the enemy came?  When the Ethiopians came, what did you do?  You called to God, and what did God do?  God came through.  What are you doing?] (4) “So Ben-hadad listened…” [In the eyes of man, it works.  His whole manipulation here works.  Ben-hadad takes care of him; Baasha stops his work and goes home.]


(7) “At that time Hanani the seer came to Asa king of Judah and said to him, ‘Because you have relied on the king of Aram and have not relied…” [Here is an important word, “relied.”  You will see it as you go back and look at these kings.  You will see, “You relied on God/You did not rely on God.”  But he is saying to Asa now, because if your heart is fully His, what will your heart rely on?  It will rely on God.  Who do you want to please?  Who are you leaning towards?  It is God.  If you heart is fully God’s, it is “God, God, God, God,” so you can rely on Him.] ‘Because you have relied on the king of Aram and have not relied on the Lord you God, therefore the army of the king of Aram has escaped out of your hand. (8) Were not the Ethiopians and the Lubim an immense army with very many chariots and horsemen?  Yet, because you relied on the Lord, He delivered them into your hand.’” 

So many times, in that race, you will become so exhausted.  There have been times when I have been so tired that I couldn’t see straight, and I would say (and I remember in the barn loft days, and I think it was in the days of hormonal changes in my life), I would stand at the bottom of the stairs, and I would say, “God, I am so tired, I don’t think I can get up those stairs.  You are going to have to get me up those stairs.  God, I am so tired I don’t think I can talk to another person.”  But you rely on God.  “God, I don’t know what to say.  God, I don’t know what to do.”  And God comes through, because you are relying on God.]  (8b) “Yet, because you relied on the Lord, He (God) delivered them into your hand. (9) For…”[You have got to make the connection.] “For the eyes of the Lord move to and fro throughout the earth that He may strongly support those whose heart is completely His.” [This is what he told him.]


Go back to Chapter 15:2.  “The Lord is with you when you are with Him.  If you seek Him, He will let you find Him; but if you forsake Him, He will forsake you.” [Then you put this together with v. 9] “For the eyes of the Lord move to and fro throughout the earth that He may strongly support those whose heart is completely His.  You have acted foolishly in this.  Indeed, from now on you will surely have wars.” [Something happens here.  He doesn’t fall to his knees.  He doesn’t repent; he doesn’t confess.  He doesn’t weep.] (10) “Then Asa was angry with the seer and put him in prison.” [“You are going to prison; you are not going to talk to me that way.”] “for he was enraged at him for this.” [He was enraged at him for the message he had brought from God.  It shows you that something has happened to his heart.  Be careful of a proud heart.  As we go through this series, you are going to look at the dangers of a proud heart.  A proud heart says, “I am not going to listen to God.  I can handle this myself.”  Or, “I can do this,” or “I have accomplished this.”  It is not a heart that is fully His.]

(9b) “You have acted foolishly in this.  Indeed, from now on you will surely have wars.” [He told him what was going to happen—and he had wars.  But he didn’t have to!  All he had to do was turn around and seek God.  All he had to do was turn around.  He had an example here.  What did David do when he was confronted?  When David was confronted, David turned around, and David confessed his sin.  “Against Thee and Thee only have I sinned and done this awful deed in Thy sight.  You are justified when You speak.”  Then, the psalmist writes, “Create within me a clean heart.”] 


Asa was angry, and Asa not only put him in prison, but (10b) “he oppressed some of the people at the same time. (11) And now, the acts of Asa from first to last, behold, they are written in the Book of the Kings of Judah and Israel. (12) And in the thirty-ninth year of his reign Asa became diseased in his feet.  His disease was severe, yet…” [These “yets” are so important, the “yets” and the “fors.”] “yet even in his disease he did not seek the Lord, but the physicians.” [What do you think that disease of the feet was an opportunity for?  It was an opportunity for him to seek God.]

Go to Jeremiah 17:5.  “Thus says the Lord, ‘Cursed is the man who trusts in mankind and makes flesh his strength, and whose heart turns away from the Lord.’” [Do you remember Eric Little?  Do you remember Chariots of Fire?  Do you know if his heart was fully God’s, or not?  How do you know that his heart was fully God’s?  Because he would not run on the Sabbath.  The Sabbath to him was (a conviction as) a day of rest, and he would not run on the Sabbath.  He totally and wholly leaned on God, and when he did, God made him a way to run in race that he was not used to running in, and yet, God blessed him and God rewarded him.  What did Eric do?  He trusted in God, and he said, “I am not going to run in this race, because it goes against my convictions.”  Everybody was upset with him, and yet he was not making flesh his strength, whose heart turns away from the Lord.] 

(6) “He will be like a bush in the desert and will not see when prosperity comes, but will live in stony wastes in the wilderness, a land of salt without inhabitant. (7) Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, and whose trust is the Lord. (8) For he will be like a tree planted by the water, that extends its roots by a stream and will not fear when the heat comes; but its leaves will be green, and it will not be anxious in a year of drought nor cease to yield fruit. (9) The heart is more deceitful than all else and is desperately sick; who can understand it? (10) I, the Lord, search the heart, I test the mind,” [That is what we see happening with Asa.  God is searching the heart; God is testing the mind.] “even to give to each man according to his ways, according to the results of his deeds.” 


Our heart is deceitful and desperately wicked, and that is why we need a heart transplant.  That is what the new covenant is all about.  “I will remove your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh, and I will write My commandments on your heart.”  That is what we get when we come to know Jesus Christ.  We get a heart transplant.  He tells us in 2 Corinthians 4 that we have a ministry, the ministry of the new covenant, but we do not lose heart.  We do not lose heart.

Go to 2 Corinthians 4:1, where he says, “We do not lose heart.”  He talks about being persecuted, being crushed, being perplexed (and all of that), stuck down but not destroyed, because God is with us.  (16)
”Therefore we do not lose heart, but though our outer man is decaying, yet our inner man is being renewed day by day. (17) For momentary light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison, (18) while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal.” 

There is a race before us.  It is not a 100-yard dash.  It is a marathon.  If you are going to go over that finish line, and hear, “Well done, my good and faithful servant,” then, precious one, you need to have a heart that is fully His.  Because if your heart is fully His, if it beats for Him, if it beats in unison with Him, if it passes the tests, and makes it through the trials, then you can know that you are able to do that because God is strongly supporting you.  His eyes run to and fro throughout the whole earth, looking for a heart that is fully His.  Do His eyes light on your heart?  Does He see your heart, and does He rejoice?


Let’s pray.  Father, we thank You.  We thank You for Your love; we thank You for Your goodness.  We thank You for Your watch care.  We thank You that You are our God, and that we are Your people.  We want our hearts to be fully Yours, and I pray that as we do this study, that as we look at the lives of the people, the characters, that we will get instruction from their lives, and that we will understand that with true perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we can run and finish the race.  We thank You now, in  Jesus’ name.  Amen.
PAGE  
1

