GOD SEARCHES FOR A HEART FULLY HIS – LESSON 2
“The Clash of King and Prophet”

Kay Arthur, Teacher


When I was a young girl growing up I loved to go to the movies.  I had some men that I thought were absolutely luscious.  One of them was Tyrone Power.  Many of you will not remember him, unless you see some old black-and-white flicks.  But Tyrone Power would play often in pirate movies.  (It seemed that I was in the day of pirate movies.)  I remember this beautiful, beautiful woman (she had long hair and a peasant blouse off her shoulders), and she had this grisly, old, horrible pirate leering over her, and Tyrone Power got the rope, and he swept down across that ship and kicked the pirate with his foot, and grabbed the girl.  Then she was in his arms, and she was like this, and Tyrone Power was like this, and I could just envision myself in the arms of Tyrone Power.  One of the things that I knew was that eventually there would be that clash of the swords, you would have them dueling, and you would see them with their swords.  Eventually you would see those two swords come up against each other and clash!  It was the moment of decision, as they looked at each other, face to face.  Who was going to win?  Who was going to come out alive?  Who was going to end his life with the sword?  


This is what we see, as we study the book of Kings and the book of Chronicles.  We see the clash of the swords that goes from kings and prophets, all the way through history.  What is the clash of the swords?  It is between the sword of man and the sword of God.  It is between the power of man and the power of God.  It is the clash of the sword of the power of man versus the word of God.  This is what we see as we go through Kings, and as we go through Chronicles.  We see this battle.  


I want to take you back, and review for just a moment.  Remember that the book of 1 Samuel gives us the first king of Israel.  That king is Saul.  2 Samuel gives us the second king of Israel, and that king is David.  1 Kings gives us the third king of Israel, and that is Solomon.  Then in Chapter 12, you have the twelve tribes splitting—ten to the north and two to the south.  You have the kingdom of Israel, and you have the kingdom of Judah—still part of the kingdom of Israel, and yet a divided kingdom.  All the way through, you are going to see the clash of the power of man versus the word of God.

Let’s review what we saw in our last lesson.  We started with David, because David had the Davidic covenant.  This is when the kingdom is united, and David is going to always have a man that sits on the throne.  After David came Solomon.  With Solomon, the kingdom divided.  It divided between Solomon’s son Rehoboam and his servant Jeroboam.  When you look at this, you see that the kingdom of David, up to this point, was progressing upward.  With Solomon, the kingdom hit its height, because they came from all the world to see the glory of Solomon, to see the glory of his kingdom, to sit at the feet of this man that was wiser than any many on the face of this earth.  But when Solomon was turned away by his wives, and when he allowed them to construct their high places, you saw the kingdom on a downward slope.  From Jeroboam you go to his son Nadab.  As we see these kings, and as we see the kingdom degenerating (I am not talking about the southern kingdom.  I am talking about the northern kingdom.), we see God bringing prophets upward, until eventually there is going to be a clash between the prophets of God, the word of God, the sword of the word of God, and the present day human powers.  This is supposed to be united, but the prophet comes, and the word for “prophet” is nabi.  It simply means that he is a spokesman from God.  He is God’s man to deliver God’s message to the people, and to say what He wants them to say.  

I want to take you to this ultimate clash, and it is going to get more exciting.  Who is the prophet during Jeroboam’s reign?  The first prophet that we see talking to Jeroboam, once he becomes king, is not mentioned by name.  He is simply “a man of God.”  Go to 1 Kings 13:1.  “Now, behold, there came a man of God from Judah to Bethel by the word of the Lord,” [I want you to get that.  This is a fantastic statement.  Here is a man of God; he is coming to Bethel.  Bethel is the place where Jeroboam has put a golden calf.  So he is coming from God to Bethel by the word of the Lord.  So when you think of a prophet, you need to think of two things:  a man of God, who has the word of the Lord.  This man of God who has the word of the Lord confronts Jeroboam.]  (2) “And he cried against the altar by the word of the Lord,” [This is the altar where Jeroboam (who knows God, because God has spoken to him directly, and made him an awesome promise) has not believed.  He has disobeyed God, and so God sends him a prophet.  Put “Man of God” on your diagram.  The man of God confronts Jeroboam, and he says,] “‘O altar, altar, thus says the Lord, “Behold a son shall be born to the house of David, Josiah by name; and on you he shall sacrifice the priests of the high places who burn incense on you, and human bones shall be burned on you.”’” [He is prophesying against an altar that Jeroboam has erected.]

If you have done the course in 1 Kings and Prophets, you know what happens.  It is “a man of God…a man of God…a man of God,” and eventually that man of God is put to death because he listens to a renegade prophet, and goes against the word of God.  So right from the beginning of Kings, one of things that we learn about this is, “O man of God, O spokesman of God, don’t go against the word of God.  When God tells you to do something, you obey to the letter—and it doesn’t matter what anyone else comes and tells you.  God has spoken, and you are to do it.”

Why am I saying that to you?  Why am I talking to you that way in this lesson?  I want you to go to 

2 Timothy 4:1, for just a minute.  (All the “Ts” are together, and they come before Hebrews.)  Paul is charging Timothy, his son in the Lord, the man he has discipled, because Paul is about to die.  Paul is about to die because of a clash of swords, a clash of swords with Rome versus the gospel of Jesus Christ.  He is in prison for the gospel of Jesus Christ.  You say, “But it is the Jews who are against him.”  Yes, it is the Jews that are against him, and it is the Jews who are determined to get Rome to act to put him to death.  Eventually it is Rome that puts him to death for the gospel of Jesus Christ.  (1) “I solemnly charge you,” [Listen, and take this personally.] “I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom:” [He is coming.  He is going to set up a kingdom; He is going to rule.  There will be no more again the clash of two kingdoms, so to speak, a clash of two swords, the sword of man and the sword of God.  The sword of God does prevail, and everything will be brought into subjection under the feet of God.]


I solemnly charge you in the light of this, (2) “preach the word;” [When a prophet went, what was he?  He was a spokesman for God.  All he had to do was deliver God’s message.  Preach the word.]  “be ready in season and out of season;” [when it is easy, and when it is not easy] “reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction.” [When he says “reprove” and “rebuke,” those are two different words.  One means that you are going to say something to a person, and that person is going to listen.  The prophet is going to bring the word, and the brother is going to listen and respond.  But then, he brings the word to another person, and he knows that person is not going to listen, not going to respond.  But you give the word anyway.  Why?  Because you are a spokesman for God, and it doesn’t matter whether they listen or don’t listen, God wants the message delivered so that all men are without excuse.  They are without excuse automatically, because of nature, and because of the witness within, but there are more without excuse as soon as they hear the word of God proclaimed.  When the prophet comes, he proclaims the word of God, preaches the word.  Nothing else—you don’t need to add to it.  You don’t take away from it either.  


You reprove; you rebuke, and then you exhort.  You call them alongside of you, to get them to go to a higher plane.  How do you do this?  You do it with longsuffering, in other words, with patience.  You don’t grab them by the neck and say, “Now come on; get with it, honey.”  I used to back them in a corner.  I used to take the sword of the word of God, and I would go, (swish, swish, swish) into the person I was trying to witness to in the name of the Lord.  But I wasn’t doing it with the character of God, and God had to soften me.  So you do it with lovingkindness, with patience, and you do it with doctrine.  In other words, you don’t just say, “Believe me because you ought to believe me.”  You explain it—you open the book, and you explain it.  As we look at the clash of these two swords, the sword of man and the sword of God, you and I need to see and learn the lessons that God has for us in this.

Go back to 1 Kings 13, where we saw a man of God.  But then we have another prophet that is identified by name, Ahijah.  Ahijah becomes the next prophet that speaks to Jeroboam.  1 Kings 14:1-2, “At that time Abijah the son of Jeroboam became sick. (2) And Jeroboam said to his wife, ‘Arise now, and disguise yourself so that they may not know that you are the wife of Jeroboam, and go to Shiloh; behold, Ahijah the prophet is there, who spoke concerning me that I would be king over this people.” [When Solomon was told that the kingdom was going to be divided, it was Ahijah that comes to Jeroboam and gives him the word of the Lord, and promises his an enduring kingdom if he will only believe Him, and if he will only walk in His way.  So Ahijah now comes to him again.]


(7) “‘Go, say to Jeroboam, “Thus says the Lord God of Israel, ‘Because I exalted you among the people and made you leader over My people Israel, (8) and tore the kingdom away from the house of David and gave it to you—yet (and I have a cloud around that word “yet” so I don’t miss it) you have not  been like My servant David…”  (9) “you also have done more evil than all who were before you,” [What do you see?  You see that we now have a descent, that what Jeroboam is doing is even worse than what Solomon had done.] “and have gone and made for yourself other gods and molten images to provoke Me to anger,” [They have provoked God to anger, and you will find that, eventually, kings who turned their back on God will keep provoking God until they provoke Him to anger, and then God moves.] 

(10) “therefore behold, I am bringing calamity on the house of Jeroboam,” [So, “the house of Jeroboam” is like a dynasty, so next to Jeroboam, write “Dynasty.”  This is the house of Jeroboam.] “and I will cut off from Jeroboam every male person, both bond and free in Israel, and I will make a clean sweep of the house of Jeroboam, as one sweeps away dung until it is all gone. (11) Anyone belonging to Jeroboam who dies in the city the dogs will eat.  And he who dies in the field the birds of the heavens will eat; for the Lord has spoken it.” [In my Bible, every time it says, “Thus says the Lord,” or “the word of the Lord”, I draw something that looks like a Bible to me.  When we study this book, we are studying the actual words of God.  It is just as if God sent a prophet to speak to us directly from heaven.  This is what we have.  We have the very words of God.  I mark it that way, and then I color it green, because green is my color for growth and knowledge.  That is the way I mark it.]


So God has spoken that the house of Jeroboam is going to end.  He is speaking it through Ahijah.  Jeroboam dies.  He has a son by the name of Nadab.  So here we have the dynasty of Jeroboam, because we have his son coming to power in 1 Kings 15.  In 1 Kings you are hearing him talk about the kings of the south; you are hearing him talk about the kings of the north.  When you get to 2 Chronicles, when he gets through with the kingdom dividing, Chronicles only focuses on the kings of the south, so you are not going to find information in Chronicles on the kings of the north, because Chronicles was written to the people of the Babylonian exile, which was basically the southern kingdom.  Not that God is through with the northern kingdom, but this is why you don’t see them in Chronicles. 

1 Kings 15:25, “Now Nadab the son of Jeroboam became king over Israel in the second year of Asa king of Judah, and he reigned over Israel two years.” [We just finished studying Asa—that is where this second part of our Kings and Prophets series begins.  It begins with Asa, and we studied Asa in our last lesson.  Asa is a king of the southern kingdom, so he is letting us know what is happening in the reign of Asa.  It is in the second year of Asa king of Judah that Nadab becomes king, and he only reigns over Israel two years.  What does he do?] (26) “He did evil in the sight of the Lord, and walked in the way of his father and in his sin which he made Israel sin.” [So we find him walking in sin.  Where are they going?  They are going downward.  We find that with Asa as king that Judah starts going back towards God, because Asa is the one that seeks God.  He is not like his father, Abijam.]

(27) “Then Baasha the son Ahijah of the house of Issachar conspired against him (Nadab), and Baasha struck him (Nadab) down at Gibbethon, which belonged to the Philistines, while Nadab and all Israel were laying siege to Gibbethon. (28) So Baasha killed him in the third year of Asa king of Judah, and reigned in his place.” [Let’s stop here—this is the end of the dynasty of Jeroboam.  It only lasted for the next generation.  Baasha comes in, he comes in by a conspiracy, and I want you see that in v. 27.] (27) “Then Baasha the son of Ahijah of the house of Issachar conspired against him,” [I would write, “Conspiracy” there, because it is a conspiracy against a dynasty.]  


When Baasha becomes king, we have a new prophet, and the new prophet’s name is Jehu.  (There is going to be a king by the name of Jehu, so don’t get him confused.)  But now Jehu comes on the scene.  The man of God went to Jeroboam; Abijah went to Jeroboam.  Jehu is right here to Baasha, so Jehu is God’s man to speak to Baasha.  In 1 Kings 16;1, it says, “Now the word of the Lord came to Jehu the son of Hanani against Baasha, saying, (2) ‘Inasmuch as I exalted you from the dust and made you leader over My people Israel,” [How did Baasha get to where he was?  He got there through a conspiracy, and yet, who allowed that conspiracy?  God allowed that conspiracy.] “‘and you have walked in the way of Jeroboam and have made My people Israel sin, provoking Me to anger with their sins,’” [“I gave you the opportunity to become king, but how did you live?  You continued in sin; you just went in this downward spiral.”]

(4) “‘Anyone of Baasha who dies in the city the dogs shall eat,’” [You see that phrase again.]  “‘anyone of his who dies in the field the birds of the heavens will eat.’ (5) Now the rest of the acts of Baasha and what he did and his might, are they not written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel?’” [It is not the book of Chronicles.  What do you see here?  You see Jehu coming against Baasha, but Baasha is going to have a dynasty, because Baasha’s son is going to sit on the throne.  His son’s name is Elah.  Now we have his son taking over.] 


Go to 1 Kings 16:6.  (6) “And Baasha slept with his fathers and was buried in Tiszah, and Elah his son became king in his place. (7) Moreover, the word of the Lord through the prophet Jehu the son of Hanani also came against Baasha and his household, both because of all the evil which he did in the sight of the Lord, provoking Him to anger with the work of his hands, in being like the house of Jeroboam, and because he struck it.” [Who struck the house of Jeroboam?  Baasha, and yet God allowed that because He had a purpose in that.  Yet, he is being judged, and Jehu the prophet is telling him that.  The kingdom is going down; they are walking in the sins of their father, and you have Jehu the prophet to these.]

(8) “In the twenty-sixth year of Asa king of Judah,” [So he is telling you when this is happening in relationship to the southern kingdom.] “Elah the son of Baasha became king over Israel at Tirzah, and reigned two years. (9) And his servant Zimri, commander of half his chariots, conspired against him.” [You have a new conspiracy.  With this new conspiracy, you have Zimri coming to power.  He is coming to power, so this is the end of the dynasty of Baasha.  When Zimri comes to power, it says,] (10) “Zimri went in and struck him (Elah) and put him to death, in the twenty-seventh year of Asa king of Judah, and became king in his place. (11) And it came about, when he became king, as soon as he sat on his throne, that he killed all the household of Baasha;” [So no one from that household could arise and try to take back the kingdom.] “he did not leave a single male, neither of his relatives nor of his friends.” [It was a wholesale slaughter.  This is what I want you to see.]


(12) “Thus Zimri destroyed all the household of Baasha, according to the word of the Lord, which He spoke against Baasha through Jehu the prophet.” [Here we have Jehu the prophet connected to all of this because Zimri is God’s rod of destruction against Baasha.] (13) “for all the sins of Baasha and the sins of Elah his son, which they sinned and which they made Israel sin” [You are going to see this statement over again—the kings sin, and it makes the people sin.] “provoking the Lord God of Israel to anger with their idols.” [You are going to keep seeing that—“provoking the Lord God of Israel to anger” through their idols.]  


Now Omri kills Zimri.  Who is Omri?  (16) “And the people who were camped heard it said, ‘Zimri has conspired and has also struck down the king.’  Therefore all Israel made Omri, the commander of the army, king over Israel that day in the camp.” [Zimri was a servant of Elah, and he was a commander also, but now you have Omri coming into power.  Omri is a commander, elected by the people.  Then you have a conflict between Omri and Tibni.  Half of the people want Tibni to rule.  I mean, it is a mess in the kingdom!  It is an absolute mess.  Who is king this year?  You have Omri clashing with Tibni, but Omri succeeds.]
(23) “In the thirty-first year of Asa king of Judah, Omri became king over Israel, and reigned twelve years; he reigned six years at Tirzah. (24) And he bought the hill Samaria” [So you want to remember Omri, because Omri starts a new dynasty.  Omri is going to have a son—Ahab.  Oh-h-h!  So the dynasty of Omri is starting, and when that dynasty starts, you want to remember that Ahab is the son of Omri.  Omri is the one that buys the hill of Samaria and builds the capital of the northern kingdom.  You will read about that capital all down through the prophets.  When you get to Hosea the prophet, he is going to speak, and he is going to prophecy against Samaria.  Why?  You have a clash again, a clash from the power of men, with the sin that follows it, and a clash with the word of God.]

But right now, so far in our study, Omri becomes king.  Look at v. 25.  “Omri did evil in the sight of the Lord,” [I color that phrase brown, and underline it with yellow wherever I find it in my Bible.] “Omri did evil in the sight of the Lord, and acted more wickedly than all who were before him. (26) For he walked in all the way of Jeroboam the son of Nebat and in his sins which he made Israel sin, provoking the Lord God of Israel” [It doesn’t say “to anger” yet, but you can assume that.] “with their idols.  (27) Now the rest of the acts of Omri which he did…” (28) “So Omri slept with his fathers, and was buried in Samaria; and Ahab his son became king in his place.” 


Why have I taken us on a downward line?   Because when we come to Ahab, we come to one of the most wicked kings of all time. (29) “Now Ahab the son of Omri became king over Israel in the thirty-eighth year of Asa.” [We studied Asa, and Asa is still in power in the southern kingdom.  In the southern kingdom you have people that are following the Lord.  You have a kingdom that is seeking God.  You have a kingdom that has made a covenant that they are going to follow God.] (29b) “and Ahab the son of Omri reigned over Israel in Samaria twenty-two years.” [How long did Asa reign?  Forty-one years.  But we know that although Asa blew it, God tells us that his heart was wholly devoted to the Lord for his life.] 

(30) “Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight of the Lord more than all who were before him. (31) And it came about, as though it had been a trivial thing for him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, that he married Jezebel” [“If ever a devil was born without a pair of horns, it was you, Jezebel, it was you.”  I remember where I was sitting when I heard that song, and I want to tell you how bad I was.  I was with a man, and I heard that, and just leaned over in a Jezebel kind of way.  That was how bad I was.  I was lost, and that song, “If ever a devil was born without a pair of horns, it was you, Jerebel, it was you—I didn’t know about her.  I didn’t know she was in the Bible.  I didn’t know what it meant, I just knew that here was a seductive woman, and that was my goal, to seduce some man so that he would finally marry me.  That was after I was married, and divorced, and had shaken my fist at God, and said, “To hell with You, God, I will see you around town.”  Oh, the grace of God, the grace of God.  I love it when the swords clashed in my life.  I had all this worldly stuff, and then the word of God came in, and it won, and it is great.]

Let’s go back to Jezebel.  This was worse than following Jeroboam—that tells you how bad the woman was.  We are going to see that in next week’s lesson.  (31b) “He married Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal king of the Sidonians, and went to serve Baal and worship him.” [So now, you have introduced in an official way with Ahab as he comes into power, what does he do?  He brings his own religion.  That is why you have got to be careful.  Why did the United States of America get in a huff about George W. Bush being reelected as president?  Because they don’t like his religion.  They don’t like his moral values.  And yet, America, on November 2, 2004, voted mostly for morals.  It was a clash, and it had the news commentators reeling.  They couldn’t believe it, that America would be concerned about these moral issues.  And then, “What right do these people have to force their convictions on us?”  What right do we have?  We need to ask that question.  We have the right of truth.  We are representatives of God, and we are to be in this culture.] (33) “Ahab did more to provoke the Lord God of Israel than all the kings of Israel who were before him.” [You have him coming down to the very, very pits.]  

When you have him coming down to the very pits, what do you have?  All of a sudden, you have a clash of the swords.  Elijah is there—we don’t know where he came from.  We don’t know who his parents were.  We only know he is a Tishbite.  And all of a sudden, he is standing before the sword of power, and he has drawn his sword.  The swords are like that, and this is what he says.  “There will be no rain or dew on the face of this earth, except by my word.”  And he walks away.  And God restrains Ahab.  God doesn’t let Ahab do anything to Elijah.  But all of a sudden, there it is—the clash of swords.  And you know (if you watch a pirate movie) that sometimes there is a clash of swords, and then they separate again.  Then they parlay around, and then eventually, it comes again.  Eventually there is a victor.]

Now we have Chapter 17 (and I love it).  (1) “Now Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the settlers of Gilead, said to Ahab, ‘As the Lord, the God of Israel lives, before whom I stand, surely there shall be neither dew nor rain these years, except by my word.” [You know, because you have studied it, that this was the judgment of God that was due this nation because they had turned their back on God, and turned their back on God, and God warned them way back up there under Moses in Deuteronomy that this would happen—that He would make the heavens as brass.  Elijah knew that; Elijah went, and Elijah stood before Ahab, and he delivered the message without fear.]


Galatians 1:10 says, “Am I now” [And this is what you have to ask yourself as a child of God, as a spokesman for God, as a person who is to preach the word, in season and out of season, to reprove, and rebuke, and exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.  For the time is coming when people will want teachers who will tickle their ears, and when they follow those teachers, they turn away, and the Greeks say they turn away so they can’t turn back.  So they have got to hear the truth.  So we need to ask ourselves, and we need to say what Paul says.] “For am I now seeking the favor of men, or of God”  Or am I striving to please men?  If I were still trying to please men, I would not be a bond-servant of Christ.” [You are His spokesman, and I charge you, before God and before the Lord Jesus Christ, by His appearing, and by His kingdom, preach the word.  Don’t fear the face of man.  Do it with longsuffering.  Do it with doctrine.  And do it with exhortation.  But do it!  Don’t fear the face of man.]  


You have studied this, and as you watch him, you see that just as he was suddenly on the scene, so was John the Baptist suddenly on the scene.  When I think of Elijah, I think of John the Baptist.  Go to Luke 3:1.  “Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip was tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias was tetrarch of Abilene, (2) in the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John, the son of Zacharias, in the wilderness.” [You have the kingdoms of man, and you have the kingdom of God, and they are going to clash.  John the Baptist appears on the scene, and he is telling people to repent, for the kingdom of God is at hand.  He clashes with so much that he ends up in prison.]

Look at v. 19.  “But when Herod the tetrarch was reproved by him (John the Baptist) on account of Herodias, his brother’s wife, and on account of all the wicked things which Herod had done, (20) he added this also to them all, that he locked John up in prison.” [But you have John the Baptist confronting Herod about sin.  Yes, there is a clash, and who (seemingly) wins?  Herod seemingly wins, so I want you to know—Elijah wins, and you know that because you have read it, but there is not always an apparent victory for us, but whether there is or whether is not, we are to preach the word, in season and out of season.]  


You have Ahab, and you have Elijah, and Elijah is the prophet of prophets.  1 Kings 17:2 says, “And the word of the Lord came to him, saying, (3) Go away from here and…hide yourself by the brook.”  (8) “Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, (9) ‘Arise, go to Zarephath…I have commanded a widow to feed you.’” (14) “For thus says the Lord God of Israel, ‘The bowl of flour shall not be exhausted,”  (16) “The bowl of flour was not exhausted nor did the jar of oil become empty, according to the word of the Lord which He spoke through Elijah.” [You see a man of God, a prophet, now standing before the king.  The swords are clashed, and as he clashes those swords, then he walks away, and how does he live?  He lives according to the word of God.  Everything he does is directed by the word of God, and as he moves by the word of God, he is getting to know his God.  We see what God is doing.  In v. 4, God commands ravens to feed him.  In v. 9, God commands a widow to feed him.  In v. 14, God provides for the widow, so that she can feed Elijah.  It is just awesome.  Then you have God building his faith.  As you speak for God, as you go out, and you are God’s man/woman, and you are walking and living according to the word of God, you are going to meet challenges.  You are going to meet challenges that show you your own impotence.]  


This is what happens.  The woman’s son gets sick (you studied the story), but did it hit you that when Elijah said, “Give me your son,” that Elijah took that dead boy, and he didn’t know what he was going to do with that dead boy?  He took that dead boy up to his room, and he cried out to God.  Look at what he says.  (20) “And he called to the Lord and said, ‘O Lord my God, have You also brought calamity to the widow with whom I am staying, by causing her son to die?’” [“Lord, I am holding a dead boy.  What have You done, God?”  He doesn’t understand what God is doing.  Do you understand what I am saying?  He is a weak man; he is man of like passions as you and I are (and you study this when you get to James).  This is an ordinary man, an ordinary man with an extraordinary God, with the infallible word of God in his hand and coming out of his mouth, clashing swords with the authorities, with the powers of the kingdom, and when he does, he is just moving one step at a time, one step at a time, until he gets this dead son, and doesn’t know what to do.  He cries out to God.]  

He lies down on the boy, and he prays.  (21b) “‘O Lord, my God, I pray You, let this child’s life return to him.’ (22) And the Lord heard the voice of Elijah,” [So what do he see?  Here is a God that hears prayer.  Here is a God that not only commands ravens, that not only commands widows, that not only keeps the pots full, and keeps the food coming, but here is a God that hears prayer and raises the dead.  What is all of this?  It is preparation for that ultimate contest on Mount Carmel.]  


Now watch, we start with a man of God.  We go to Ahijah; we go to Jehu, and then we come to larger-than-life Elijah, who confronts Ahab again.  When the two meet…you see it in Chapter 18:17.  “When Ahab saw Elijah, Ahab said to him, ‘Is this you, you troubler of Israel?’” [I want you to know, if you are going to be a spokesman for God, you are always going to be considered a troubler.  You are going to be considered a troubler when you clash with a culture, and clash with the political realm, with the sword of man that doesn’t want to hear the word of God.  They are going to call you a troubler if you stand. If you go against homosexuality, you might go to prison, because you are a troubler of these people.  Do you understand?  So watch what he says, and this is what you have to know.  You have to know exactly what Elijah knew.]  (18) “I have not troubled Israel, but you and your father’s house have, because you have forsaken the commandments of the Lord, and you have followed the Baals.” [The swords have clashed.  “I am not the troubler of Israel, and I am not going to let you intimidate me.  I am not going to take that to myself.  That is not true.  I know my God.  I know my mission, and I know what I am called to do.  I am a bond-servant of God, and I am not a bond-servant of man.  I am not the troubler; you are the troubler of Israel.”  We have to know that.  Don’t let them convince you that you are the cause of the problem.  You are not the cause, beloved.  You are the solution, if you use the sword of the word.]

So they come together, and we need to understand.  I put next to this verse, “Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a reproach to any people.”  Proverbs 14:34.  “Righteousness exalts a nation,” so when you and I call people to righteousness, what are we doing to this nation?  We are trying to exalt it instead of bring it down.  If we don’t call them to righteousness, then we help bring that nation down.  We are living in a day, an age, and time, when we have got to call people to righteousness.  We need to do it the way I said.


(19) “Gather to me all the prophets of Baal,” [So 400 prophets of Baal and 400 prophets of the Asherah came to Mount Carmel for this contest.  As they came for this contest, (20) “Ahab sent a message among all the sons of Israel, and brought the prophets together at Mount Carmel.” [I colored that with a black megaphone.  If it is God’s prophet, it is yellow, but here it is black.]  (21) “And Elijah came near to all the people and said,” [Listen, for this is what you are called to do.] “‘How long will you hesitate between two opinions?  If the Lord is God, follow Him; but if Baal, follow him.’” [But make up your mind; don’t ride the fence.  I don’t like it when they say, “Well, I believe abortion is wrong, but I am not going to force that opinion.”  If abortion is wrong, it is wrong.  If it is right, it is right.  How long are you going to halt between two opinions?  So this is what you see.]

(22) “Then Elijah said to the people, ‘I alone am left a prophet of the Lord, but Baal’s prophets are 450 men.’” [You have got to know this—he has the distinction right.  Matthew 7, “Broad is the way, and many there are that go to destruction.  Narrow is the way that leads to eternal life, and few there are that take that path.”  We have got to know that we are always going to be in the minority.  But the next thing that we need to know is this:  when the contest is on, and he has those prophets crying to their gods, and nothing happens, and they are slashing themselves and carrying on, then he stands.  When he stands, he calls down fire from heaven, because he didn’t walk presumptuously.]  

(36) “At the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, Elijah the prophet came near and said, ‘O Lord, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel, today let it be know that You are God in Israel, and that I am Your servant, and that I have done all these things according to Your word.’” [You don’t act presumptuously; you only move, you only say, you only act according to the word of God.  And then, look at the purpose of his prayer.] (37) “‘Answer me, O Lord, answer me, that this people may know that You, O Lord, are God, and that You have turned their heart back again.’” [Answer me!  When that happened, what did the people say?  They fell on their faces, and said, “The Lord, He is God; the Lord, He is God.”]

When the two swords come together, when they clash together, just know that there is nothing stronger than the sword of the word of God, and it will prevail.  Oh, you may be a John the Baptist, and you may end up in prison, but God will prevail.  He is going to come, and He is going to rule as King of Kings, and when you go out to do battle, when you are God’s nabi, when you are God’s spokesman, just know that when you go, you don’t want to work or do anything spectacular, so that, “Oh God, don’t make a fool of me.  Please let fire come down.”  “Oh God, so that I am finally vindicated, please let fire come down.”  “Oh God, please, you know my reputation is at stake.”  No.  “You know my life is at stake.”  No.  It is only one reason:  God, I am asking You to let fire come down out of heaven so that they will know that You are God, and so they will fear you, and so they will know that I have not acted presumptuously, that I have simply done these things at Your word, and that these people then might be turned back to You, that their heart that God is searching for might become fully His, as they turn back, and they recognize that the Lord, He is God.]

When Jesus Christ comes, how does He smite the nations?  With the sword of the spirit, which is the word of God which comes out of His mouth.  That is why you are studying so hard, not just so that you know, not just so you have fellowship, but so that you can know and go.  And as you go, you go in the power and the spirit of God, the God of Elijah.


Let’s pray.  Father, thank You.  Thank You for Your word.  There is so much I left out, but Lord, you just bring it home to us as we meditate upon these things.  We stand in awe that You are our God, and that we are Your people.  Now, Father, may we live like it, may we act like it, may we be a bond-servant of only one, and that is You.  We thank You for what You are going to do through us, because we are faithful to You, walking according to the word of the Lord.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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