GOD SEARCHES FOR A HEART FULLY HIS – LESSON 4
“As the Lord Lives”

Kay Arthur, Teacher


“As the Lord lives!”  Those were the words that came out of the mouth of Micaiah the prophet.  “As the Lord lives, as He says, that is what I will speak.”  I don’t know what happened to you, beloved, as you did your homework, and you came across that passage, but I had to put a red cloud around it and color it yellow.  And next to it in the margin of my Inductive Study Bible, I wrote, “Lord, this is my passion and my prayer.”  My commitment is to speak as the Lord speaks, to say what He says; and I do this because “as the Lord lives.”  As we look at this phrase, as the Lord lives, I want to ask you a question.  What difference do you think it would make in an individual’s life (yours included) if we really believed “as the Lord lives.”  If we understood who the Lord was, and we knew that He lived, that He was a God that was as very present today as He has always been, do you think it would make a difference in the way we lived?


I want to look at three insights that I think we can get from this passage for us to apply to our hearts in a very, very practical way.  I want us to go to 2 Chronicles 17.  (1) “Jehoshaphat his son then became king in his place,” [In whose place?  Who was Jehoshaphat’s daddy?  Asa.  Jehoshaphat (whose father’s name was Asa) was of the southern kingdom.  


Let’s go back to the board.  We start with David.  After David came Solomon.  The kingdom divides with Solomon into the north and the south.  We know that it divides, and we have Jeroboam in the north.  In the kingdom of the south we have Rehoboam.  Rehoboam has a son named Abijah; after Abijah comes Asa.  After Asa comes Jehoshaphat, so that is where we are now in this lesson.  Let’s go back and look at the genealogy from Jeroboam on down.  Jeroboam had a son named Nadab, and that is the end of Jeroboam’s dynasty, because there is a conspiracy, and Baasha takes over.  Baasha has a son name Elah.  With Elah there is a conspiracy, and then we have Zimri.  Zimri lasts just a few days, and then we have Omri.  Then we have Ahab.  This is where we are in the story.  You have done the homework.  We have only had four kings of the south, but we have had seven kings of the north.  The prophet that steps in the scene right here at Baasha is the prophet Jehu.  Now we have looked at this part of the northern kingdom.   


Now we are going to turn to the Southern Kingdom again.  As Kings comes to a close, 1 Kings 22, and as you know, 1 and 2 Kings were once one book.  They just divided it because it was so large, and it was hard to understand.  Now we have come to this point, and we want to look at Jehoshaphat.  When you studied him, what did you discover about him?  What kind of a king was he?  What kind of heart did he have towards God?  He had a good heart towards God.  What about Asa?  Asa had a good heart towards God.  What about Abijah?  Abijah’s heart was not fully the Lord’s; it was divided.  What about Rehoboam?  The same thing.  Now we have come to a period in the history of the Southern Kingdom when we have Asa, then Jehoshaphat, both men whose hearts are set on God.  You see this so fully.  Now when you come down to Jehoboam, Nabab, Baasha, Elah, Zimri, Omri, and Ahab, what did they all have in common?  They all had in common a black heart.  They all had a heart that did not fully belong to God, and that really had turned away from God.

2 Chronicles 17:1 says, “Jehoshaphat his son then became king in his place, and made his position over Israel firm. (2) He placed troops in all the fortified cities of Judah, and set garrisons in the land of Judah, and in the cities of Ephraim which Asa his father had captured.” [The cities of Ephraim are north of Jerusalem, and when he got those cities of Ephraim, he took part of the northern kingdom because Asa his father had taken it.] (3) And the Lord was with Jehoshaphat…” [Our theme is “As the Lord Lives,” and I want us to see that the Lord was with Jehoshaphat because (You want to watch terms like “because, so, yet, and but.”  The Lord was with Jehoshaphat, why?  He is telling you why.] “because he followed the example of his father David’s earlier days and did not seek the Baals,” 

As you do next week’s lesson, you are going to see that it is told of Jehoshaphat “that he also walked in the ways of his father Asa (in the good part of Asa’s life.  Not after Asa became diseased in his feet and got mad at the seer that came to him).  You can see that he is credited with a good father, and he is credited as being like David.  (3) “…he followed the example of his father David’s earlier days and did not seek the Baals, (4) but sought the God of his father, followed His commandments, and did not act as Israel did. (5) So…” [He followed God’s commandments, he did not act as Israel did, so] “So the Lord established the kingdom in his control, and all Judah brought tribute to Jehoshaphat, and he had great riches and honor. (6) And he took great pride in the ways of the Lord and again removed the high places and the Asherim from Judah.”

I want to ask you a question.  As we look at Jehoshaphat, do you take great pride in the ways of the Lord?  Does your heart just thrill when you hear of God’s moving, when you see what God does, and when you know what He stands for?  When we have a president, or a congressman, or a pastor, or a city official, any one that is seeking the Lord and doing right, we take pride in what he is doing.  We take pride in what people do.  We ought to take pride in the Lord, and in the ways of God.  We need to get beyond looking at man, and see that “as the Lord lives,” and take pride in His ways.  We take pride in His ways by living accordingly.  We know that as God lives, and this is what He says, and because we take pride in His ways, then because we take pride in His ways, it determines the way that we live.  It determines the way that we dress, the way that we speak, the way that we act, and the way that we spend our money.  It governs every aspect of our life.  


(7) “Then in the third year of his reign he sent his officials, Benhail, Obadiah, Zechariah, Nethanel, and Micaiah, to teach in the cities of Judah;” [What is he going to teach?  Look at v. 9.]  (9) “They taught in Judah, having the book of the law of the Lord with them;” [In other words, each one of them was entrusted with a handwritten copy of Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy.  Why?  Because this was the law, the statutes, the regulations, the ordinances by which they were to live.  This told them how they were to spend their money, and what they were to eat, and what they were not to eat, and how to judge, and how to govern, and what to do in situations regarding marriage, and what to do if they found sin in the camp.  It told them everything they needed was in that scroll of the book of the law.  And Jehoshaphat, because he is taking pride in the ways of the Lord, is sending these people out now to teach the book of the law.  Look at v. 9.] “And they taught in Judah, having the book of the law of the Lord with them; and they went throughout all the cities of Judah and taught among the people.”

As a result of that, (10) “Now the dread of the Lord was on all the kingdoms of the lands which were around Judah, so that they did not make war against Jehoshaphat.” [In other words, here is a king who is causing his people to honor the word of God, and because they honor the word of God, then God stretches out His omnipotent arms and keeps those kingdoms away, keeps them from invading, keeps them from attacking, because He is God, and because every human being’s life and actions are in His hands.  I love it in Ezekiel when he talks about, “I will put My hooks in their jaws, and I will bring them down.”  He is sovereign over all the nations, and He is protecting them because they are honoring Him.  I wrote in my margin: God honors those who honor Him.  This is what he is doing.  As the Lord lives, you and I need to know that God honors those who honor Him.  

But, you have to note this too: Obedience comes before blessing.  It is not the blessing and then the obedience; it is the obedience and then the blessing.  Many times you will find, like in the case of Asa, when Asa is obeying God, an army comes once, and then it comes twice.  The first time he (Asa) acts right; the second time he doesn’t.  The second time he forgets “as the Lord lives.”  He is the one in charge of the nations, and instead of going to the Lord and trusting in the Lord, he turns to the arm of flesh.  Why, in the midst of his obedience, did an army come against him?  To test him.  You have got to know this and understand this.  Faith is not faith until it is tested.  You can say, “I believe, I believe, I believe, as the Lord lives;” but what are you going to do when a tragedy happens?  What are you going to do when, all of a sudden, something breaks, or something goes wrong, or you can’t get here, or you can’t get there, or somebody won’t react?  Do you remember, “as the Lord lives”?  Do you remember that He lives, and do you go to Him in prayer, or do you turn to the arm of flesh?  I think it is important for us to remember this:  Obedience comes before blessing.  When the obedience stops, the blessing has to stop, because God, by His very nature, cannot bless disobedience.  Get it in your head!  A lot of people in the church have a cheap grace.  That cheap grace is that you can live any way you want to live and still go to heaven.  It is not true, and we need to understand that.  The dread of the Lord was on them, and God moves in a mighty way.


Now go to Chapter 18.  (1) “Now Jehoshaphat had great riches and honor; and he allied himself by marriage with Ahab.” [You go, “Oh, Jehoshaphat, what did you do?”  If I have been Mrs. Jehoshaphat, I would have been in a tizzy.  I would have said, “Darling, what have you done?  What are you doing?”] (2) “And some years later he went down to visit Ahab at Samaria.” [What is significant about Samaria?  Which kingdom would I go to?  I would go to the northern kingdom.  Then, if I went to the northern kingdom, which king would I go to that is connected with Samaria?  Omri, because he buys the hill of Samaria and names it Samaria, so now Samaria becomes the capital.  But we have seen Ahab living two places—Jezreel, to the north of Samaria, and Samaria.  In Samaria he had an ivory palace.  It was his winter quarters.  From there he would go up to the beautiful palace of Jezreel.  So he goes up to visit Ahab in Samaria.] “And Ahab slaughtered many sheep and oxen for him and the people who were with him, and induced him to go up against Ramoth-gilead. (3) And Ahab king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat king of Judah, ‘Will you go with against Ramoth-gilead?’  And he said to him, ‘I am as you are, and my people as your people, and we will be with you in battle.’” [What are you seeing?  You are seeing that you can be a good king, but you can do some stupid things.  You know already, because you have done your homework, that he is going to be rebuked for doing this.]  

But let’s stop here for a minute, and go back to 1 Kings 22:1-4.  (1) “And three years passed without war between Aram and Israel.” [Who is Aram?  Ben-hadad is the king of Aram, and Aram is Aram-damascus.  I am going to put a little map on the board.  This is the Mediterranean Sea, and here is the Sea of Galilee.  Then we come down the Jordan River to the Dead Sea.  (I always draw it like a kidney bean with its back towards the Mediterranean Sea, and I do that because it is hurt.  It is alive, but it is dead.  That is the way I remember it.)  Damascus is way up there.  We are going to put Samaria here, and Jezreel is up here.  Jerusalem is the capital.  There have been three years since the war against Aram.  What chapter did we study last week that tells us about the war that he had with Ben-hadad?  1 Kings 20.  

Turn back to 1 Kings 20, so we will be in geographical context here.  (1) “Now Ben-hadad king of Aram gathered all his army, and there were thirty-two kings with him, and horses and chariots.  And he went up and besieged Samaria, and fought against it.” [We have the enemy coming down from up here, from Aram, and he is going to come down here and besiege Samaria.  Who wins that battle?  (By the way, did you know that “Ben” means “the house of” or “the family of,” so when you read Ben-judah, he is of the house of Judah.  That is what it means.)  When he comes down to besiege Samaria, who wins the battle?  Israel wins the battle.  That is because Ahab is such a good king?  No, but why does he win the battle?  What does God want Ahab to know?  That He is the Lord.  God wants Ahab to know, “as the Lord lives.”   So He is going to prove “as the Lord lives.”  “I want you to know, Ahab, I live, and therefore, while you are scared to death, and this man has threatened you, I am telling you, ‘Don’t be afraid; go into battle.’”]


(13) “Now behold, a prophet approached Ahab king of Israel and said, ‘Thus says the Lord, “Have you see all this great multitude?  Behold, I will deliver them into your hand today, and you shall know that I am the Lord.”’” [“You shall know that the Lord lives, right?  That I am very active, and very present.”] (14) “And Ahab said, ‘By whom?’  So he said, ‘Thus says the Lord, “by the young men of the rulers of the provinces.”’  Then he said, ‘Who shall begin the battle?’  And he answered, ‘You.’”’ [Did he go into battle?  Yes.  And did he win?  Yes, he wins.  But what does the enemy think?  The enemy thinks, “Oh, he wins because their God is a God of the mountains, but He is not a God of the valleys.  So let’s go after them in the valleys.”  So about a year later, they go into battle at Aphek.  Aphek is about halfway up the Sea of Galilee.  This is battle Number 1 here.  Battle Number 2 is up here at Aphek.  Once again, because they think that He is the God of the mountains, but not the God of the valleys, they are going to fight him in the valleys.

Right along here—and there are basic things that you should remember in your geography of Israel—right near the base of the Sea of Galilee is the Yarmuk River.  It is up in this area that he fights.   Ben-hadad comes against him, and what happens?  Who wins?  Ahab wins, because he is wonderful?  No, but because God wants him to know something.  (28) “Then the man of God came near and spoke to the king of Israel and said, ‘Thus says the Lord, “Because the Arameans have said,’ The Lord is a god of the mountains, but He is not a god of the valleys’; therefore I will give all this great multitude into your hand, and you shall know that I am the Lord.” [So twice He said, “I am going to deliver you so that you will know that I am the Lord.”  So he wins the battle, and who lives?  Ben-hadad, a man who was devoted to destruction, the king of Aram, lives, because what does Ahab call him?  My brother.  “You are my brother,” and they make a deal.  They have roads up here in Damascus that have the name of Ahab on them.  This is what we see.]


Now, it is three years later, and there is going to be another war.  This time, where is the war going to be?  There is a road called the King’s Highway that comes up that way.  Ramoth-gilead is on that road called the King’s Highway.  Basically, it is opposite Jezreel.  Ramoth-gilead is right about here—opposite Jezreel.  Jezreel is the summer palace; Samaria is the winter palace, and almost in a triangle you have Ramoth-gilead.  He says, “Let’s go to war against him.”  This is three years later, and it is Battle Number 3, between Ahab and the king of Aram.

Let’s look at 1 Kings 22:1.  “And three years passed without war between Aram and Israel. (2) And it came about in the third year, that Jehoshaphat the king of Judah came down to the king of Israel.” [You say, “Down?  Wait a minute, where is Jehoshaphat hanging out?”  In Jerusalem.  “What do you mean, “he went down”?  He went north, so it seems like you would say, “He went up.”  Right?  If I leave here and go to Michigan, I am going to go up.   That is what we think.  But any time you go any place from Jerusalem, you are always going down, because Jerusalem is called “the center,” and Jerusalem is high.  It is in the Mount Moriah chain.  So, I am going down from Jerusalem.  That is the way they talk.]


(3) “Now the king of Israel said to his servants, ‘Do you know that Ramoth-gilead belongs to us,” [Does Ramoth-gilead belong to them?  Yes.  If you study what God gave them, it does belong to them.  Remember that the tribes that stayed on the eastern side of the Jordan when they went in.  Remember Manasseh.  So this is Gilead—beautiful country.  What is it today?  It is present day Jordan.  But it is beautiful, beautiful country, and when you go to Israel with us, we are going to see it.  We look over, and it is just lush and gorgeous.  He says, “It belongs to us.”] “‘and we are still doing nothing to take it out of the hand of the king of Aram?’ (4) And he said to Jehoshaphat, ‘Will you go with me to battle at Ramoth-gilead?’  And Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israel, ‘I am as you are, my people as your people, my horses as your horses.’” [Why?  They are allied together through this marriage.]


Now let’s go back to 2 Chronicles18:4, and pick up the story there, because it is basically the same thing.  Ahab has just said, “Will you go with me?”  (4) “Moreover, Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israel, ‘Please inquire first for the word of the Lord.’” [Why would he say, ‘I want you to inquire of the word of the Lord”?  What did Jehoshaphat know?  Jehoshaphat knew, “as the Lord lives.”  He knew that the Lord lived, and he knew that God was in charge of who won the battle.  He knew that he was not to move without the God’s permission.  He knew that because, remember, this is a man who had a heart for God.  This is the man who has sent these people out to teach all over the kingdom, so that they might know the word of the Lord and know how to live.]

(5) “Then the king of Israel assembled the prophets, four hundred men, and said to them,” [I mark “prophets” with a green megaphone, but I color the bad prophets black, because they are walking in the dark.  I color the other prophets yellow, because they are walking in the light of the Lord.] “‘Shall we go up against Ramoth-gilead to battle, or shall I refrain?’  And they said, ‘Go up, for God will give it into the hand of the king.’” [Here is Ahab sitting here.  You know where they sitting, because you have already read it.  You know that they are sitting at the gate of the city.  You know that they are sitting by the threshing floor.  The threshing floor is outside the gate of the city, and the gate of the city is where they do business.  You will read, as you read through the Scriptures, about them.  In the book of Ruth, Boaz went to elders that were sitting at the gate of the city.  

I am telling you, it is so exciting!  When we go to Israel, we spend five nights up in the Galilee area.  Every morning you get up, and you walk out, and sit there and have your quiet time (or you can do it at night).  I sat out there the last night I was there, because nobody was there, and I knew I could be private.  I knew that I would be uninterrupted.  I went and sat there, and there is the Sea of Galilee.  There is nothing else around, and across from that are the Golan Heights.  They change all these beautiful colors, and at night, all of a sudden, you can see the city set on a hill, because the light comes on in that city.  We go up to Dan, and we go up to the tel of Dan, where Jeroboam put a golden calf.  You will see where they worshipped this calf at Dan.  It is incredible.  Just recently, I walked up there, and I said, “Whoa, what have they uncovered in a year?”  They had uncovered the gate to the city, and they added a little bit to it so you could see what it was like.  So I would pretend to go and sit at the gate of the city.  This is where they would do business.  As I read, I see it in my mind.  So all these prophets are assembled there, and he is saying, “Shall we go?”  And four hundred men are saying, “Yes, go.”]

(6) “But Jehoshaphat said, ‘Is there not yet a prophet of the Lord here that we may inquire of him?’” [What did Jehoshaphat sense?  That these were just a mass of men trying to please Ahab by telling him to go.  Or it could have been a plot for his life—but I doubt it.]  (7) “And the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, ‘There is yet one man by whom we may inquire of the Lord, but I hate him,’” [I drew a heart, and I colored it black.  He hates him, why?] “‘but I hate him, for he never prophesies good concerning me but always evil.’” [“I don’t like him, because he never tells me anything good.”  But listen, do you want to hear what is good, or what you think, or what you want, or do you want to hear truth?  As the Lord lives, you and I ought to want to hear truth.  What did the widow say about Elijah, after her son was resuscitated from the dead?  She said, “I know that the word of the Lord is in you, and that you are a man of truth.”  So often, when we ask for advice, we need to ask ourselves, “Do you want truth, or do you want to hear what you want to hear?”  I want truth.  I had rather have you tell me that I am all wet.  I had rather have you tell me that I am crazy than lie to me.  I don’t want people to lie to me.  He wanted to know what was good.] “But Jehoshaphat said, ‘Let not the king say so.’” [Don’t say that, Ahab.]

(8) “Then the king of Israel called an officer and said, ‘Bring quickly Micaiah, Imla’s son.’ (9) Now the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat the king of Judah were sitting each on his throne, arrayed in their robes, and they were sitting at the threshing floor at the entrance of the gate of Samaria; and all the prophets were prophesying before them. (10) And Zedikiah the son of Chenanah made horns of irons for himself and said, ‘Thus says the Lord, “With these you shall gore the Arameans, until they are consumed.’” [This guy runs home and gets these horns fashioned, puts them on his head, and you can just see him going to town.  “King Ahab, you are just going to g-g-g-ore those Arameans.”  You can just see those Arameans tossing off the horns, and blood gushing out, and everything.  He is giving him a visual picture of a lie.  But visual pictures are very powerful.  That is why you see God, many times, telling a prophet, “Go, dig a hole in the wall.”  “Go, get your bags.”  “Go, lay on your side.”  You will see Him doing this, because, remember, they didn’t have television.  They didn’t have pictures—only what they drew.  So he is giving a visual picture, and Ahab is hearing what he wants to hear, that he is going to gore the Arameans.  Does Ahab have any cause to think he might be right?  Yes, because of victory at Samaria, and victory at Aphek.  So he thinks, “Yes, there is a chance that it could happen.”  What happens?]

(12) “Then the messenger who went to summon Micaiah spoke to him saying, ‘Behold, the words of the prophets are uniformly favorable to the king.  So please let your word be like one of them and speak favorably.’” [Don’t rock the boat!  In my life, and in the places where God has put me, there are times (and I don’t want to say when or where) when I have rocked the boat.  I remember one man coming up to me, and saying, “You sure are gutsy.”  I said, “I am sorry, but somebody has to do it, and we have been playing politics long enough.”  And we have to do it.  We have to remember that my audience is not you.  I have an audience of one, and that one is the Lord God who lives, in whom I live and move and have my being.  The same way with you.]


(12) “But Micaiah (contrast) said, ‘As the Lord lives, what my God says, that I will speak.” [I just want to say that “as the Lord lives,” you speak what God says.  We have talked about how to speak it, but in John 14:10, this is what Jesus says (speaking to Philip) “Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and the Father is in me?  The words that I say to you I do not speak on My own initiative, but the Father abiding in Me does His works.” [In other words, if you are determined to speak God’s words, God will work through you so that you speak the words of God.]

This is what we see in 2 Timothy 4:1, Paul’s admonition to Timothy.  “Preach the word.”  Later on Jesus said, “The words that I speak, they are spirit and they are life.”  He prayed in John 17, “Father, keep them from the evil one.”  Then He said, “Sanctify them through Thy truth.  Thy word is truth.”  So what are we going to speak?  We are going to speak truth.


2 Chronicles 18:14, “And when he came to the king, the king said to him ‘Micaiah, shall we go to Ramoth-gilead to battle, or shall I refrain?’ [You can’t see anything.  You can’t hear the tone of voice; you can’t see the countenance, or anything, so you have got to read into this (and it is all right to read it, because of what is said).]  He said, ‘Go up and succeed, for they will be given into your hand.’” [“Shall I go up to Ramoth-gilead?”  He has already been to told to speak what the other prophets speak.  Don’t rock the boat!  So he answers, “Go up; you will succeed.”  You know that he said it in a tone of voice, or in a way…  You know he didn’t say, “Yes, go up; you are going to succeed.”  No, he didn’t say it that way because of the king’s response.] (15) “Then the king said to him, ‘How many times must I adjure you to speak to me nothing but the truth in the name of the Lord?” [The king knew that it was being said with irony, or being said when he didn’t mean it.  The king knew it.  So Micaiah did not go back on his word.  Micaiah was causing the king to respond.]

(16) “So he said, ‘I saw all Israel scattered on the mountains, like sheep which have no shepherd; and the Lord said, “These have no master.  Let each of them return to his house in peace.’” (17) Then the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, ‘Did I not tell you that he would not prophesy good concerning me, but evil?’ (18) And Micaiah said, ‘Therefore, hear the word.  I saw the Lord sitting on His throne, and all the host of heaven standing on His right and on His left. (19) And the Lord said, ‘Who will entice Ahab king of Israel to go up and fall at Ramoth-gilead?’  And one said this while another said that. (20) The a spirit came forward and stood before the Lord and said, ‘I will entice him.’  And the Lord said to him, ‘How?’ (21) And he said, ‘I will go and be a deceiving spirit in the mouth of all his prophets.’  Then He said, ‘You are to entice him and prevail also.  Go and do so.’ (22) Now therefore, the Lord has put a deceiving spirit in the mouth of these your prophets; for the Lord has proclaimed disaster against you.’’” 

This is what blows my mind.  Jehoshaphat asks for a prophet that would speak the truth.  He hears the truth, and yet, he is so allied with Ahab that he goes to war.  As stupidly, he goes in the king’s garments, while Ahab disguises himself.  What do you see?  You see that we are not perfect, that we can love the Lord, and we can do some stupid things.  But is God through with us?  No, because when they think he is in battle, and the Arameans think this is the king of Israel because he is in his kingly clothes, and they go to close in on him, because that was all they were supposed to do, to kill the king of Israel.  That is wonderful, if Ben-hadad is still the commander, after being spared.  In the light of this, you have him coming against him, and Jehoshaphat knows this: “as the Lord lives.”  What does he do?

In v. 31 it says that Jehoshaphat cried out, and the Lord helped him, and God diverted them from him.

This is our God—stand in awe.  This is our God.  (31) “So it came about when the captains of the chariots saw Jehosaphat that they said, ‘It is the king of Israel,’ and they turned aside to fight against him.  But Jehoshaphat cried out, and the Lord helped him, and God diverted them from him.  (32) Then it happened when the captains of the chariots saw that it was not the king of Israel, that they turned back from pursuing him. (33) And a certain man drew his bow at random” [Kinda like my granddaughter right now playing soccer.  She saw us watch her for the first time.  She would kick a ball, and then she would look over at us and go, “(Sigh!)”  She is so dramatic, and she would forget about the ball game.  This guy is not shooting anywhere—he is just shooting an arrow.  But it is God’s arrow, and God’s arrow goes up and around, and it spots Ahab.  When it spots Ahab, “Where am I going to hit him?”  He has a joint.  “I will go this way,” and it goes right through the joint of the armor.  Ahab is wounded; he is bleeding.  “Prop him up in his chariot; don’t let them think that he is dying.”  They take him out, and he dies, and what happens?  The dogs lick up his blood, just like Elijah told Ahab.  You find that in 1 Kings 21.  So he is dead, and the dogs are licking up his blood, just like Elijah told him, when he went to tell Ahab, “You are going to do this; you are going to die this way because of what you did to Naboth.” 

2 Chronicles 19:1, “Then Jehoshaphat the king of Judah returned in safety to his house in Jerusalem.  (2) And Jehu the son of Hanani the seer…” [Where have we found Jehu before?  1 Kings 16:1.  Jehu is the prophet that appears on the scene with Baasha.  Now Jehu is coming down here to talk to Jehoshaphat.] He said, “Should you help the wicked and love those who hate the Lord?” [You and I are not to love those who hate the Lord.  We are to do good to our enemies, but we are not to come along and encourage them in their evil deeds, and so bring wrath on yourself from the Lord.] (3) “But there is some good in you, for you have removed the Asheroth from the land and you have set your heart to seek God.” [What do you see?  God is finding a man whose heart is fully His—not perfect, but whose heart is fully His.] (4) So Jehoshaphat lived in Jerusalem and went out again among the people from Beersheba (south) to the hill country of Ephraim” [Remember, that is what his father Asa conquered.] “and brought them back to the Lord, the God of their fathers.”


I want you to know that: #1 – As the Lord lives, you are to speak what He speaks.  #2 – As the Lord lives, you are to reach out for Him to others.  This is Linda Cathy, and she has taught “Kinsman-Redeemer” sixteen times, because one group will tell another group, and they say, “Will you come and teach us this?”  But just recently she decided that she was going to reach out to another group, the teens at her church.  She said, “They had asked me to do a Precept study, because they had gotten interested in it, so we did an inductive study called “The Truth About Sex.”  We have seen so much of the world come into the church with our youth, and that was our concern, because we know that this is our next generation.  We had43 girls to show up, and we do not have that many girls in our church.  When I was speaking to them, I saw that there were a lot of girls that I had never seen before.  I don’t know if they were there to see if we could tell them is was O.K. to have it, or what, but they came that week-end.  It was a “lock-up”, and they couldn’t leave.  We did the study, and they had the workbook, and I had the book to read.  As they saw God’s word and what He says about sex, it gave them a whole different outlook on sex.  As a result, the next day we loaded up and went to church.  The altar was full of those girls.  When they were sitting on the front row, they would cover their laps with their jackets.  They saw the way they were dressing, and what they looked like, and what they were doing being a part of the world.  One little girl (a Junior) went home and said, “Mother, I need a new wardrobe.” Another girl goes home, and she takes all of her CDs, and the mother said, “She was in there crying, cutting all of her CDs up that were not Christian CDs.”  They saw what God said about sex and about being part of the world.  There were two girls that had babies at age 15, and the parent lets the mother’s boyfriend live with them still.  She asked me about it, and I said, “It is wrong.  This is what God says.”  They really don’t know, and it is up to us to inform them what God says.  She went home and got rid of the boyfriend.

As the Lord lives, what are we to do?  We are to speak the word of God.  As the Lord lives, we are to teach the word of God.  As the Lord lives, we are to reach out in order to bring people back to God.  That is what Jehoshaphat is doing.  He is bringing people back to the Lord, the God of their fathers.  Then he appoints judges, and when he appoints those judges, what does he tell them?  (6) “And he said to the judges, ‘Consider what you are doing, for you do not judge for man but for the Lord who is with you when you render judgment.  (7) Now then let the fear of the Lord be upon you;’” [And this is my admonition to you.] “be very careful what you do,” [So, as the Lord lives, we are to speak; as the Lord lives, we are to teach.  As the Lord lives, we are to reach; and as the Lord lives, we are to judge in the fear of the Lord.  We are to make our judgment in the fear of the Lord.] “for the Lord our God will have no part in unrighteousness, or partiality, or the taking of a bribe.”


How does this chapter end?  I love the last sentence. “Act resolutely, and the Lord be with the upright.” [Do you know what “act resolutely” means?  It means “be courageous.”  That is what the word means.  Be of courage.  You and I have the very words of God, and we need to take these very words of God, precious one, and we need to get out there, and we need to get among the people.  You need to get out of your Precept class (keep doing Precept.  I don’t mean not do it.).  You need to get out of that cozy little environment, and you need to teach.  You need to reach; and you need to make sure that you judge according to the fear of the Lord, and you do what is right.  Act resolutely!  Go out and teach it to others.  Speak His word, in season and out of season.  Be like Micaiah, and say, “As the Lord lives, whatever He says, that I will speak.”]

Let’s pray.  Father, thank You.  Thank You for Your word.  Thank You, Father, that You have given us words out of Your mouth—truth, absolute, pure, unadulterated truth, truth that is alive, truth that can change a life.  O Father, I pray that we would be about Your business, that we would be faithful to You, that we will look at the example of Jehoshaphat, and we would long to do what he does—to reach out to others, to teach and to reach them, to turn their hearts back to You, or to turn their hearts to You.  As we take this course, may we sit before You in quiet, and may we ask you, “God, how do You want me to take what I am learning and what I am becoming, and use it to reach others?”  Father, as we hear Your voice, may we then go, and may we be faithful, knowing that as the Lord lives that You are on our team.  We thank You and bless You in Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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