GOD SEARCHES FOR A HEART FULLY HIS – LESSON 5
“How Does God Support Those Whose Hearts are His?”

Kay Arthur, Teacher


I want to say it in person—I want you hear my voice.  Congratulations, valiant one! You started a course, and you finished it, and I am so proud of you.  One of the things that we see, as we study the Kings, is that some start well, but they do not finish.  The fact that you would start a course, and that you would stick with it, and that you would finish it deserves applause.  It deserves a commendation, because it is so important today for you and me to persevere.

When we started with this course, we started with the theme that God is searching for a heart that is fully His.  We opened up with Asa, the third king in the southern kingdom.  Rehoboam, and then Abijah, and then we had Asa.  Now we have moved to Jehoshaphat, the son of Asa.  We have looked at the northern kingdom, and we have covered far more territory, as far as the kings go, because they had so many kings.  The southern kingdom did not have as many kings.  We have seen the death of Ahab.  Now we are going to focus in on Jehoshaphat.  


Remember our theme.  Remember in 2 Chronicles 16:9, it says, “For the eyes of the Lord move to and fro throughout the whole earth (King James Version) looking for a man” [I put in there “looking for a woman,” because it is a human thing.] “whose heart is fully His that He might show Himself strong on his /her behalf.”  Or as the New American Standard says, “so that He (God) might fully support this person whose heart is truly His.”  As you have done this study, if you have stopped and asked God to search and asked God to examine your heart, you know where you are in relationship to God.  You know whether you have a divided heart; you know whether your heart is fully His.  But I thought in this last lesson that we have together, that we need to focus on, “How does God strongly support a heart that is fully His?”  How does He move on behalf of those that He looks at, and He sees, “This is a heart that is fully Mine.  I said I would strongly support them.  How am I going to strongly support this person whose heart is fully Mine?”

Let’s go to 2 Chronicles 20.  When we come to 2 Chronicles 20, we are in the life of Jehoshaphat.  We have seen that this is a king that has sent men throughout the land to teach them the word of God.  They have gone with the book of the law in their hands.  We have seen that he has talked to them, and told them that they are to turn the hearts of the people back to God.  As they go, and as they sit as judges, they are to fear the Lord.


First let’s go to 2 Chronicles 19:7.  “Now then let the fear of the Lord be upon you;” [He is talking to the ones that are judges that he has appointed in all of these fortified cities.  They are like rulers underneath the king.  They are to sit there, and they are to make decisions.]  He says, “When you judge them, consider what you are doing, because you are not judging for man, but you are judging for the Lord who is with you when you render judgment.” [In other words, “You have to make a decision, and if you are doing it for God, if your heart is fully His, then God is going to show Himself strong on your behalf.  When you make that judgment, God is going to give you the wisdom as you make that judgment.”] 

“Now let the fear of the Lord be upon you;” [I mark the word “fear” here.  If I am going to have the fear of the Lord, what am I going to do?  I am going to respect God for who He is.  I am going to honor Him as God.  I am going to reverence Him.  In other words, in any and every given situation, instead of doing what I want to do, or doing what man wants me to do, I am going to come to God, and say, “You are God, and in this situation, whatever it is, a problem with your mate, a problem with your children, a business decision, a ministry decision, whatever it is.  If it is the way you spend your money or the way you spend your time, if you fear God, then you are putting God at the top of your priority list, which takes care of the first commandment.  “You shall have no other gods beside Me.  You shall not worship any graven image.  You shall not bow down to them.”  Why?  Because He is the Lord.  As it tells us in the New Testament, when Jesus went and spoke to the multitudes, He made it very clear.  “If anyone wants to come after Me, let him deny himself, take up his cross, and follow Me.”  Why?  Because what are all the commandments based on?  They are based on this:  You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, all your mind, all your strength, because He is God; and you shall love your neighbor as yourself.  That is walking in the fear of the Lord.  They know those commandments, because the commandments are back in the Old Testament, and all the law and the prophets hang on those commandments.

(7) “Now then let the fear of the Lord be upon you; be very careful what you do,” [In other words, walk circumspectly.  That is what God tells us in Ephesians 5, that we are to walk circumspectly.  We are to be careful what we do.  We do live life in a sloppy fashion.] “for the Lord will have no part in unrighteousness,” [In other words, the minute that you step into an unrighteous decision, an unrighteous lifestyle, an unrighteous judging, or you and I step into unrighteousness, God cannot have any part in unrighteousness.  Why?  Because He is righteous.  If you are a child of God, you are able to be righteous, because in 2 Corinthians 5:21, it says, “For He (God) has made Him (Jesus) to be sin for us, that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him (through Christ).”  So we get righteousness; we get the Holy Spirit.  We have the ability to live righteously.  He is saying that God can have no part in unrighteousness.] “or partiality, or the taking of a bribe.”  [This is what he wants us to understand.]


Drop down to v. 9.  “Then he charged them saying, ‘Thus you shall do in the fear of the Lord, faithfully and wholeheartedly.” [I would mark that with a heart, if you haven’t yet, because our theme is that God is searching for a heart that is wholeheartedly His, a heart that is fully His.  They are to do it faithfully and wholeheartedly.]  Now we come down to the last sentence in v. 11.  “Act resolutely, and the Lord be with the upright.” [Watch what he is saying when he says, “Act resolutely.”  He is saying, “Be strong,” and being strong means that your strength comes from the word of God.  This word “to be strong” means “to fasten on, to seize, to grab and not let go.”  God has given His word; He has told us how to live.  He has given us the promise that He will strongly support those whose hearts are fully His.  So He wants you and me to act resolutely, be strong, fasten on, seize, get a grip on the word of God, and the Lord will be with the upright.  The “upright” are the righteous.]


This is the word of God.  Jehoshaphat is the king.  What has he been doing all this time?  He has sent his men out with the book of the law, and they have brought it to the people.  Surely Jehoshaphat knows it; surely Jehoshaphat believes it, because this is his heart.  His heart is fully God’s.  The people are now prepared, because they know what a heart is like that fully supports God.  They have been challenged—the judges, yes—but the challenge is to everyone, to live whole heartedly, to act whole heartedly for the Lord.

Now what happens in Chapter 20?  Now Ammon and Moab and Edom decide to come against Jehoshaphat, against the southern kingdom, and these are the perennial enemies.  They have gathered together, the Ammonites, the Moabites, and the Edomites, on the east side of the Jordan.  They have decided that they are going to come over, and that they are going to take the southern kingdom.  Look at 20:1.  ”Now it came about after this” [He wants you to get the sequence of events.  He wants you to see this.] “after this the sons of Moab and the sons of Ammon, together with some of the Meunites,” [The Hebrew word is “Ammonites.”  You know where they are—east of the Jordan, on the other side.  (2) “Then some came and reported to Jehoshaphat, saying, ‘A great multitude is coming against you from beyond the sea (the Dead Sea), out of Aram and behold, they are in Hazazon-tamer (that is Engedi).” [It is so beautiful to go down to the wilderness of Engedi.  It has its own beauty, and you see these mountain goats, and these beautiful animals (ibex) with their horns, running around.  This is the wilderness of Engedi where David fled to hide.  Now they are coming from Engedi.]


(3) “And Jehoshaphat was afraid” [Now, is that wrong for him to be afraid?  No, it is natural, and you and I have to understand that it is natural to be afraid.  It is all right for your knees to knock, as long as you don’t allow your knocking knees to rule you, and you keep your head screwed on straight so you that stay sober minded.  In the Psalms, David said, “When I am afraid, I will put my trust in Thee.”  So fear is natural. But when it comes, what are you to do?  “When I am afraid, I will put my trust in Thee.”  Did Jehoshaphat do that?  Yes, he was afraid, and he turned his attention to seek the Lord.]

Let’s go back to his daddy, Asa, for just a minute.  In Chapter 14:4 you find that Asa commanded Judah to seek the Lord, the God of their fathers.  Then in 15:2 it says that Azariah the son of Obed “went out to meet Asa and said to him, ‘Listen to me, Asa, and all Judah and Benjamin: the Lord is with you when you are with Him.  And if you seek Him, He will let you find Him; but if you forsake Him, He will forsake you.” [Why?  Because you are not walking in righteousness.  If you are not walking in righteousness, God cannot bless you.] Verse 4 was probably in the day of the judges.  (4) “But in their distress they turned to the Lord God of Israel, and they sought Him, and He let them find Him.”  (12) “And they (the people) entered into the covenant to seek the Lord God of their fathers with all their heart and soul;” 


That is way our course opened up—with Asa and seeking God.  How is our course ending?  Our course is ending as you and I look at the benefits.  How does God strongly fully support those whose hearts are fully His?  We come back, and we see Jehoshaphat is afraid.  He turns his attention to seek the Lord, and he proclaims a fast.  Has anybody else proclaimed a fast in this course?  Jezebel proclaimed a fast in the land, in order to get Naboth and the elders there, and then have those two men accuse him.  Did anybody else fast?  Ahab fasted, and he (this wicked king) fasted, because he was seeking the favor of God when he heard that he was going to die, and that the dogs would lick up his blood.  When he did that, what did God do?  He saw that he humbled himself.  God has taught us in the context that fasting is a humbling of oneself.  Fasting is saying to God, “God, I need You.”  (We have a 40-Minute Study on fasting, so that you can learn what God has to say about fasting.  It is so enlightening.)  A fast shows that you are serious with God.  “This is serious seeking—I am willing to go without food.”  So this is what he does, he proclaims this fast throughout all Judah.  (You are going to see a fast when you study the book of Jonah.)  

So Judah gathered together to seek help from the Lord, and they even came from all the cities of Judah to seek the Lord.  There is an enemy coming, and instead of preparing for battle, what are they doing first?  They are honoring God as God.  Jehoshaphat’s heart is fully His, and they are coming to God.  They know what the word of God says, and they are seeking God.  As they seek God, God says (and watch His pattern here), 20:6, “And he said, ‘O Lord, the God of our fathers, art Thou not God in the heavens?  And art Thou not ruler over all the kingdoms of the nations?” [Why is it important that He is the ruler over all the kingdoms of the nations?  Because it is the kingdom of the nations of Ammon and Moab and Edom that are coming against him.  So he says, “Are you not ruler over all the kingdoms of all the nations?”] “Power and might are in Your hand so that no one can stand against You.”  [Do you think he has a good biblical perspective of the character of God?]  


I believe that the reason that the church is so weak in these days, collectively weak, is first of all because we are not students of the word of God.  We are students of Bible studies, and books, and things like that that tell us how to take care of our problems, but we do not know the Old Testament.  It is in the Old Testament that God introduces Himself.  It is in the Old Testament that you learn God’s attributes and His ways, and understand who He is, so we desperately need to know the Old Testament.  All they know is just the New Testament.  You say, “But Jesus says, ‘If you have seen Me you have seen the Father.’”  But then how do you know what the Father is like?  You have got to go back and look at the Old Testament—and this is what he is doing.

(7) “Did you not, O Lord, drive out the inhabitants of this land…and give it to the descendants of Abraham Your friend forever?  (8) And they have lived in it, and have built You a sanctuary there for Your name, saying, (9) ‘Should evil come upon us, the sword, or judgment, or pestilence, or famine, we will stand before this house (the temple built by Solomon) and before You (for Your name is in this house) and cry to You in our distress, and You will hear and deliver us.’” [Where would that doctrine come from?  So many times we read a passage of Scripture, for instance, we read John 3:14, “And even as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up”; and we don’t know the context.  We don’t know what happened, because we don’t know the Old Testament.  What is He referring us back to?  He is referring us back to 2 Chronicles 6, when Solomon dedicated the temple and he called upon God to come to their rescue and their aid when they got in trouble.  He is referring them back to that time.  Many of us have been studying through the Old Testament.  (You say, “But I haven’t got the beginning.”  Keep going with us now.  We will keep referring you back.)  As you look at this, then you know, “Hey, I remember that passage,” because you have studied it.  You have marked it, and it has become yours.]

(10) “Now behold, the sons of Ammon and Moab and Mount Seir (Edom) whom You did not let Israel invade when they came out of the land of Egypt” [Where do you read about that?  You read about that in the beginning of Deuteronomy.] “(they turned aside from them and did not destroy them), (11) see how they are rewarding us, by coming to drive us out from Your possession which You have given us as an inheritance.” [What has he done?  He has come into the presence of God, worshipping God, acknowledging God for who He us, and calling on God according to His character, and according to His ways.  What do you do when you get in trouble?  Where do you run?  If your heart if fully His, then you need to be careful, and you need to run to God.  When you get there, call on God according to His character.  There are marvelous, marvelous lessons in here, and I know that you have discussed them, and this is probably just repetition—but it is all right.  It is good repetition.]

(12) “O our God, wilt You not judge them?” [“They are the enemy; they are coming to drive us out of Your possession (this land belongs to God) that You have given us.”] “For we are powerless before this great multitude who are coming against us; nor do we know what to do, but our eyes are on You.” [Have you ever been in that situation?  I have been in that position personally.  I have been in that situation with many other people, where they are telling me their problem, and we don’t know what to do.  We just stop and pray, “God we don’t know what to do.  We don’t know what to do, but you are God.  You are the God of the heavens; You are the sovereign ruler of all the universe.  You wound, You heal; You kill, You make alive.  You are the Lord that does all these things.  So, God, we bow before You, and we ask for Your wisdom.”  When we ask for His wisdom, and we are in a trial, what passage does that take you to in the New Testament?  James 1:2.  “My brethren, consider it all joy,” [Click your heels.] “when you encounter various trials, (3) knowing that the trial of your faith produces patience.” (hupomeno-ing)  Then it goes on to say, “If you lack wisdom, ask of God, and He will give it to you liberally; but ask in faith, nothing wavering.”  This is what you see them doing.  “You are God; we know that You are God.  Our hearts are fully Yours.  We want to do what You want us to do.  We don’t know what to do.  We lack wisdom; show us, God, what to do.”

You have an Old Testament and you have a New Testament—you have got the answers.  It is coming from here.  He goes on to say, (13) “And all Judah was standing before the Lord,” [They were standing there, waiting in expectation.  They had their babies in their arms.  They had their children by their side.  Why?  Their enemies, Ammon, Moab, and Edom are coming against them.  They are going to be wiped out unless God does something.  And God does something, and you know what He does.]  


2 Chronicles 20:14 says, “Then in the midst of the assembly the Spirit of the Lord came upon Jahaziel the son of Zechariah, the son of Benaiah, the son of Jeiel, the son of Mattaniah, the Levite of the sons of Asaph; (15) and he said, ‘Listen all Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem and King Jehoshaphat, thus says the Lord to you,” [“You need wisdom; God has spoken,  and I am giving it to you.”] “Do not fear.”  [Listen, you are to fear God, but you are not to fear man.  The fear of man brings a snare.  2 Timothy 1:7 says, “For God has not given us the spirit of fear, but of power and of love (He loves us), and of a sound mind.”  That’s a head that is screwed on right.  In other words, that’s a head where thoughts are not going here and here and here, and speculating about your disaster, but you keep your head screwed on right so that you can listen to God, so that you know what to do.  So God responds.]  

God is responding because they are seeking Him.  I want you to see this.  God is responding because they are seeking Him.  This is a heart that is fully God’s.  A heart that is fully God’s knows to go to God and to seek Him.  So God is telling them, (15b) “Do not fear or be dismayed because of this great multitude, for the battle is not yours but God’s.” [Now listen to me very carefully.  If your hearts are fully His, then the battle is always the Lord’s.  It’s never yours.  If your heart is fully His, because your heart is connected with God’s, because your heart is beating as God’s, you can come to Him and you can say to Him, “God you know my heart.  You know that in this situation I am Your servant, and I only want what pleases You.”]


In 2 Corinthians 5:9 Paul says, “It is my ambition, whether in this body or out of this body with the Lord, to be pleasing to Him.”  That’s my ambition.  Revelation 4 says, “He created us for His pleasure.”  If your heart is His purpose, His pleasure, then you can know this, beloved, that the battle is always the Lord’s.  The battle is always the Lord’s.  He tells them what is going to happen and how they are going to come up. God knows it all.  He is omniscient.  We have seen that He has called upon His omnipotence.  We have seen that He has relied on His sovereignty, because He is ruler over all the kingdoms of the earth.  We have seen here now that He is relying on His Omnipotence.  God is going to show Himself omnipotent.  

God says in 20:17, “You need not fight in this battle;” [I marked it the same way I marked verse 1, “came to make war.”  You do need not fight in this battle.  Now you can know this: in some battles you fight, but the battle is always the Lord’s.  So the Lord doesn’t mean in every situation of your life, because you need not fight, that you lay down, and you become a mat for somebody to trample over you in ungodliness, and you just take it and encourage them in their ungodliness.  So I want you to see and understand this.  God is telling them in this battle, “You don’t need to fight.”  You are going to study other battles where He tells them to go to war.  He told Joshua to go to war.  So don’t say, “I never need to fight.”  It’s not, in a sense, you fighting, it is whom?  God.  But God will give you orders and tell you what to do.]  
God says, (17) “stand and see the salvation of the Lord on your behalf, O Judah and Jerusalem.  Do not fear or be dismayed;” [“Dismayed” means you are broken down by violence.  You are broken down by confusion.  You are broken down by fear.  To be dismayed, the violence comes against you and you just fall apart, or confusion comes and you fall apart, or fear comes and you fall apart.  Listen, it is not in your vocabulary to fall apart.  It is not in your job description to fall apart.  It doesn’t matter what happens, you are not to fall apart.  So if you start to fall apart, you need to stop and say, “Why am I falling apart?”  If God is God; He is sovereign.  And He in omniscient; He knows everything.  He is omnipotent and He’s omnipresent, and He hasn’t left me or forsaken me, then I am not going to fall apart.  

I remember, as a new believer, standing in my kitchen, and I can not remember right now (it’s too long ago), but I can see myself standing in the kitchen of this townhouse in Baltimore, Maryland.  I am a divorcee, I have two boys,  I have lived an immoral lifestyle, and I have just come to know Jesus Christ.  I start to fall apart.  And I start, I mean, just literally, to let it rip.  I mean, wailing and yelling and everything, and crying, and just all of a sudden it came to me, “Why are you doing this?  How absolutely stupid of you to do this.”  I remember I brought my emotions under control, under the control of what I knew about God.  

I remember another time, and I fell in love with a man, and this was a Christian man.  I had been saved, and this was a Christian man (and I had never met one) and he was a walking Bible to me, and I was just absolutely awed with him.  And he was single and everything.  I remember the night when we sat in the car outside my condo where I lived with my two boys and he told me that two different ministers had advised him that he couldn’t marry me; and he wouldn’t marry me because I had a divorce in my background.  Now I would love to meet those men and thank them, and then second, I would love to tell them that their theology was off, because they needed to study 1 Corinthians 7.  Their theology was off, but I would still like to thank them.  But I remember that when he told me this, I was absolutely shattered.  I ran into the house. My bedroom was on the front; his car was down there, and I ran up and fell on the bed, and I am sobbing and carrying on, and I am thinking, “I am going to get up.  He hasn’t left yet, and I am going to jump out the window.  It’s only two stories high, and he’ll know how bad he has hurt me.”  Stupid!  Stupid!  So I stayed on the bed, heaving, and the bed is rocking, and I am sobbing, and all of a sudden it just comes into my mind, “Am I adequate for any situation, or not?”  “You’re adequate; (sniff, sniff) I’m getting up.”  And I quit my crying, and I got up.  You don’t let yourself go.  And this is what he is saying here (20:17), “You need not fight in this battle; station yourself (but stand, don’t collapse) and see the salvation of the Lord on your behalf, O Judah and Jerusalem.  Do not fear or be dismayed; tomorrow go over to face them for the Lord is with you.”  

Go to 2 Corinthians 4:7.  He says, “But we have this treasure” [talking about the ministry of the new covenant] “in earthen vessels, so that the surpassing greatness of the power will be of God and not from ourselves; (8) we are affected in every way, but not crushed.  We are perplexed, don’t know what to do, but I’m not despairing, I’m not without hope.  We are persecuted, but I’m not forsaken; I’m struck down, but not destroyed. I can get back up, (10) always carrying about in the body, the dying of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body.” [We’re put in difficult situations.  We’re not exempt from them, but when those situations come, beloved, stand and see the salvation of the Lord.  Because God promises you that it will work together for your good and His glory, and He will use it to make you like Christ.]  

It reminds me of Ephesians 6.  The whole book of Ephesians has to do with Spiritual warfare.  In v. 10, he says, “Finally, be strong in the Lord, and in the strength of His might. (11) Put on the full armor of God so that you will be able to stand firm … (12) For our struggle is not against flesh and blood … therefore it is against the spiritual forces of wickedness… (13) Therefore, take up the full armor of God that you will be able to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. (14) Stand firm therefore, having girded your loins with truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, (15) having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace; (16) and taking up the shield of faith…(17) and take the helmet of salvation.” 


I thought about that helmet this morning, and I thought, “That helmet covers our head.  What is it?”  It’s a helmet of salvation.  I belong to God; God belongs to me.  He’s my God; I’m His people.  My heart is fully His.  My heart has been circumcised.  I don’t have a heart of stone; I have a heart of flesh.  He’s written His law upon my heart.  For heaven’s sake, remember all that comes in that salvation, and keep your head screwed on right.  Keep that helmet on.

Go back to 2 Chronicles 20:18.  “Jehoshaphat bowed his head with his face to the ground, and all Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem fell down before the Lord, worshipping the Lord.” [To worship the Lord means to look at His worth.  It means to look at His value.  It means to bow before Him.] (20) “They (the Levites) rose early in the morning and went out and stood and said (speaking for God), ‘Listen to me, O Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem,” [Now here is what you do.  Your heart is fully His, so what are you going to do?] “put your trust in the Lord your God, and you will be established.” [Able to stand firm, why?  You put your heart, your trust, fully in the Lord.  That’s what we have to do.  We trust fully in the Lord and you will be established.] “Put your trust in His prophets and succeed.” [Put your trust in His prophets and you will succeed.  How do I put my trust in the Lord?  How do I put my trust in His prophets?  I’m listening to what God is saying, and I believe what God says.  I’m not going to turn to the right, and I’m not going to turn to the left.  Well, you know the story and how they begin to praise God.] (21b) “give thanks to the Lord, for His lovingkindness is everlasting.  (22) “And when they began singing and praising” [and that singing and praising is a sign that you have believed God, that you are going to go in the way God says.  It’s like he says, “In everything give thanks for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.”]


In v. 23, it says the enemy self destructs, doesn’t he?  (23) “For the sons of Ammon and Moab rose up against the inhabitants of Mount Seir destroying them completely; and when they had finished with the inhabitants of Seir, they helped to destroy one another.” [See, if God be for us, who can be against us?  So let the enemy self destruct.  So what do they do?  They take the spoil and, you know the rest of the story.  They take the spoil, and they go to the valley of Beracah, and in the valley of Beracah they bless the Lord.  (“Valley of Beracah” means blessing.)  So there they bless the Lord on the fourth day.] (29) “And the dread of God was on all the kingdoms of the lands when they heard that the Lord had fought against the enemies of Israel. (30) So the kingdom of Jehoshaphat was at peace, for his God gave him rest on all sides.” 

Now listen, if Asa, his father, had done the same and clung to God, then Asa would have had rest on every side.  But instead, Asa had turned to the arm of flesh.  That’s when God comes to Asa, and He says, “Asa, Asa, the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth looking for a man whose heart is completely His that He might support him.  I would have supported you.  You would have won the battle, but you turned to the arm of flesh.”  Do you see what he is saying here?  Do you see how very important it is that we trust in God?  And then, what does God do to fully support those whose hearts are His?  He comes to our defense.  He is our shield, He is our defender and He will take care of us.  You say, “That’s hard for me to believe.” Then, beloved, get to know God better.  Keep studying, keep studying and say, “God, I have got to know you, and I want You then to bring to my remembrance these things.” 

(31) Now “Jehoshaphat reigned over Judah.  He was thirty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned twenty-five years.” (32) “He walked in the way of his father Asa” [In 1 Kings 15:11 it says he walked in the way of his father David.  So we know that, although Asa blew it at the end, God still commended Asa.] “and did not depart from it, doing right in the sight of the Lord. (33) The high places, however, were not removed; the people had not yet directed their hearts to the God of their fathers.” [When your heart is fully His, no idol will stand.  Every idol will come down.] “but the high places had not come down because their hearts had not been directed toward the God of their fathers.” (35) “After this Jehoshaphat king of Judah allied himself with Ahaziah king of Israel.  (That’s the son of Ahab)  He acted wickedly in so doing.” [O my gosh, there he goes again.  First he allies himself with Ahab in marriage, and now he’s allying himself with Ahaziah.  Jehoshaphat!  Jehoshaphat! What is wrong with you.]  (36) “So he allied himself with him to make ships to go to Tarshish, and they made the ships in Ezion-geber. (37) Then Eliezer the son of Dodavahu of Mareshah prophesied against Jehoshaphat saying, ‘Because you have allied yourself with Ahaziah, the Lord has destroyed your works.’  So the ships were broken and could not go to Tarshish.” 

And that’s all we hear about him—and then he sleeps.  We have to go back to Kings.  Does he end on a bad note?  Go to 1 Kings 22:48.  He doesn’t end on a bad note.  This is a man whose heart is fully God’s.  This is a man who blows it, and you have got to know that if your heart is fully God’s and you blow it, you’ll know to get up and keep going.  Because God knows that you are not perfect.  And watch what happens to Jehoshaphat.  (48) “Jehoshaphat made ships of Tarshish to go to Ophir for gold, but they did not go for the ships were broken at Ezion-geber.” [That’s what we just read.  We read that the prophet came and prophesied and said, “You are not to do this.  You allied yourself, and so your ships are broken.] (49) “Then Ahaziah,” [after his ships are broken; Ahaziah, after the prophets come to him] (49) “Then Ahaziah the son of Ahab said to Jehoshaphat, ‘Let my servants go with your servants in the ships.’  But Jehoshaphat was not willing.” [He made a mistake once with Ahaziah, but he wasn’t going to make a mistake a second time.  Isn’t that awesome?  Just because you fail doesn’t mean you have to keep on failing.  That’s not a heart that is fully His, because a heart that is fully His beats in unison with God.  And when it beats in unison with God, beloved, then it knows God’s heart.  God’s heart is never to leave us down, but The Kings and Prophets.  always to raise us up.  Always to raise us up.  You see it with Ahab.  He wanted to raise up Ahab.  He gave Ahab a chance.  So if you know the heart of God, then you know you are never down and out with God, but God says, “Get up and let’s go.”]  


Now we come to 2 Kings 1.  This series is called The Kings and the Prophets.  We’ve looked at the king, so let’s look at the prophet whose heart is fully His.  Let’s look at the prophet, Elijah, whose heart is fully His.  And we find Ahaziah seeking help from a god, the god of Ekron, Baal-zebub.  So the word of the Lord comes to Elijah, (4) “Now therefore thus says the Lord, ‘You shall not come down from the bed where you have gone up, but you shall surely die.’” [Now why is he going to die?  He’s going to die because he has not obeyed God.] (6) “And they said to him, ‘A man came up to meet us and said to us, “Go, return to the king who sent you and say to him, ‘Thus says the Lord, “Is it because there is no God in Israel that you are sending to inquire of Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron?  Therefore you shall not come down from the bed where you have gone up, but shall surely die.”’”’ [What is he doing?  He’s confronting a king.  This is a man whose heart is fully God’s.  He confronted Ahab; now he is confronting Ahab’s son.  He is saying to him, “Listen, is there no God in Israel?  Why are you going to a foreign god?”  He will repeat this to him twice.]

Now all I want you to see about this chapter, because you have studied it thoroughly yourself, is what they call Elijah in this chapter.  Look at verse 9.  The king comes with his fifty, and he calls to him, “O man of God, the kings says, ‘Come down.’” [Then he says, “If I am a man of God, fire is going to come down out of heaven.”  Now is God fully supporting him?  O yes, God’s wiping out his enemy.  In v. 11, the second captain of fifty comes and says, “O man of God,” and Elijah says, ‘If I am a man of God, let fire come down out of heaven.’  In v.13, the third time the captain of fifty comes, he bows down before him, and he says, “O man of God.”  What I want you to see simply from this chapter is this: that Elijah, this prophet, is not a renegade prophet.  He is called a man of God.  He is a man of God.  And because he is a man of God, God is going to show Himself strong on his behalf.]  

Then we come to Chapter 2.  Now when we get to the next course, Passing the Mantle, you are going to study this thoroughly in greater depth, but I just want you to see that as we come to the close of this, you have got two kings, Asa and Jehoshaphat, in essence whose hearts were wholly devoted to the Lord.  We saw that.  They were good kings.  We saw what God did on their behalf.  We saw how God chastened Asa; we saw how He blessed Jehoshaphat.  Now we have come to two prophets, and we close with two prophets.  We close with Elijah, and we are introduced to Elisha.  And what does Elisha recognize about Elijah?  That he’s a man of God (and I love this).  Elijah knows that his time has come, and he’s making this journey, and every time he goes, Elijah turns around to Elisha, and he says, “Go home.”  What does Elisha say?  (2:4) “But he said, ‘As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.’” [Why wouldn’t he leave him?  He wouldn’t leave him because he knew that he was a man of God.  Elisha wouldn’t leave him because Elisha’s heart was toward God.  Because Elisha’s heart was toward God, he wanted to hang around a man of God.  He not only wanted to hang around with a man of God, but he wanted to be faithful to him.  Now listen, he’s been with him about 7 to 8 years, and the first time we meet Elisha with Elijah, what is Elisha doing?  He is ministering to this man of God.  He is ministering to him.  For the next 6 to 7 years these guys have been together, and to what degree we do not know, because Scripture does not tell us.  But we know there they are together and Elijah is about to be taken up.  

When Elijah is about to be taken up, over and over Elisha says, “I will not leave you.”  So then Elijah says, in v. 9, “What shall I do for you before I am taken up from you?” [What does he say?  He says, “Please give me a double portion of your spirit.”  What was the spirit he saw in Him?  I believe it was a heart that was fully His, and he says, “I want a double portion of that dedication.  I want a double portion of God’s hand upon you.  I want to be a man whose heart is completely God’s.”  He says, “Let a double portion of your spirit, your spirit, be upon me.”] (10) “He said, ‘You have asked a hard thing.  Nevertheless, if you see me when I am taken from you, it shall be so for you; but if not, it shall not be so.’ (11) Then it came about as they were going along and talking, that behold, there appeared a chariot of fire and horses of fire which separated the two of them.  And Elijah went up by a whirlwind to heaven. (12) And Elisha saw it and cried out, ‘My father, my father, the chariots of Israel and its horsemen!”  And he saw Elijah no more.  Then he took hold of his own clothes and tore them in two pieces. (13) He also took up the mantle of Elijah that fell from him” [He picks up that mantle.  He picks it up, and when he gets to the water he takes that mantle, and whips it, and he says, “Where is the God of Elijah?”  And you are going to see where the God of Elijah is in the next study, as we look at passing the mantle.  

This is what I want to encourage you as we come to an end.  I want you to see and understand that God is looking for a man whose heart is fully His.  And as he sees a heart for God, a heart that, in a sense, wants a double portion as he sees that in this man, in Elijah, He is going to show Himself strong on his behalf.  But what do you and I need to do?  You and I, beloved, need to be that man, that woman, whose heart is fully His.  You know why?  Because all of you are watching, and you need to see what it is like when a person’s heart is fully His.  They’re watching to see people like this, because there are Elishas out there.  There are Elishas that want to be like Elijah, and want that double portion.  People today need to see, they desperately need to see a man/woman whose heart is fully His.  Why?  So that they might walk right after you, and catch your fire and dedication of your heart and say, “I want that, but I want a double portion of it.”  

Christians today need heroes.  They need common, ordinary, everyday heroes.  And a hero is a person whose heart is completely His.  And you know that because you see God’s blessings, and you see God sustaining that person as that person walks with the Lord.  You see what it is like when they have a heart that is fully God’s, how God fully supports them.  The question is: will you be that example?  Look at what you have learned.  Now, are you going to live in the light of it?  And if you live in the light of it, I guarantee you that God is going to find Elishas around you that are going to come alongside and say, “Hey, you have a heart like mine, and I want to walk with you.”  You know what?  God will raise up your successor.  God will raise up your Timothy.  God will raise up your Titus.  And as they go, you are going to see that your life didn’t stop with you.  It continued, and that’s one of the benefits of a heart that is fully His.  You impact other lives, and the kingdom of God goes on in the power of Elijah.  Whip it out, and use that mantle for God.
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