Precept Upon Precepts








Lesson 5

Passing the Mantle
Prophets of God

 Who Was Greater?

	
	ELIJAH
	ELISHA

	CHARACTER
	Courage –Challenged whole priesthood
                  of “the state” to a test

Faith- Undergirded his courage to
           proclaim a drought

Zeal- Jealous for the Lord of Hosts,
         indignation at religious compromise,
        passionate loyalty to the word of God

	Desire – Double Portion to continue Elijah’s work

True Family Affection—sincerely kissed his parents good-bye to fully serve the Lord
Humility- served Elijah

Courage – helped Jereboam only b/c of godly Jehoshaphat
Faith- from the moment he struck the waters of  the Jordan
Lived for LORD’s honor only- refused gifts, earthly reward for healing Naaman

	MINISTRY
	Prophet of Action      (wrote nothing)
Reformer: Called people to repentance from apostasy, to return to Israel’s covenant-keeping God
Miracles: extended widows flour, oil; raised widow’s son from dead; called fire from heaven- prophets of Baal; parted waters of Jordan

Served ~ 10 years
	Prophet of Action      (wrote nothing)
Reformer: Continued to point to the reality of Israel’s True God and His sovereign power, from whom Israel had outrageously apostasied.

Miracles: TWICE as many miracles- 

Parted waters of Jordan; purified waters of Jericho; Multiplied oil for widow; restored Shunammites’ son to life; healed “death in the pot”, multiplied barley & grain for 100 people; floated ax-head; healed Naaman’s leprosy, raised man to life AFTER he was buried!
Served ~ 55 years

	SIGNIFICANCE
	God always has a man to match the hour: Ahab & Jezebel-wickedly tried to replace YHWH with Baal worship.
The TRUE God will show His superiority over the false- thru true miracles

Elijah- like John the Baptist                  
  came “neither eating nor drinking”
  lived in deserts

  solitary, apart from men

  sternness, judgment
        will come to earth again.. 

        preparing the way of the LORD….
Malachi 4:5-6; Matt 17:11; Rev 11
	Elisha
came “eating  drinking”
mingling freely among the people

gentle, sociable presence

a house of his own in Samaria

healing acts, gentler words

multiplied food for the hungry

a light to the Gentiles
Naaman’s healing thru washing, like salvation

wept over the evils which he saw coming upon his nation
Ax floats up- a new life-power overcoming the downward pull of death
In his death-burial, he brings forth life 
                                       …like Christ


-from Explore the Book by J. Sidlow Baxter
