PASSING THE MANTLE – LESSON 1
“Passing the Mantle”
Teacher, Kay Arthur

It would be a terrible thing to come to the end of your life and think, “I alone am left, and that’s it.  That’s the end of life.  It’s the end.  It’s finished.  There is nothing more going on.”  Wouldn’t that be a terrible thing, to think that it ended with you, and there was no ongoing result of your life?  

I want us to go to Elijah.  I know we are studying Elisha, but I want us to go to Elijah.  Go back to 1 Kings 19:4.  You remember what happened to Elijah.  You remember how Elijah had fled after that great victory.  He fled, and he was hiding, and he was afraid he was going to die because that wicked woman, Jezebel, was saying, “Give him the message; I am going to kill him.  He is going to be like all my prophets that he just killed.”  Here he had this great victory, and now he wants to die.  

1 Kings 19:4.  “But he himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down under a juniper tree; and he requested for himself that he might die, and said, “It is enough; now, O Lord, take my life, for I am not better than my fathers.” [In other words, “God I haven’t done anything good.  It’s not going to last; it’s not going to go on.  I’m not any better than my fathers.  It’s over; it’s finished; just let me die.”  That’s what he was saying.]


 You remember how God took him down to Sinai, to Mount Horeb (which is the same thing), how he went down there.  He was cloaked with his mantle as he went down there.  And cloaked with that mantle he went into a cave, and he talked with God, and God came by to appear to him.  It was not in the earthquake, and it was not in the fire, but all of a sudden, Elijah heard that gentle blowing, like that gentle, still, small voice, as the KJV said.  He took that mantle, and he had it over his head, and he came out and stood at the edge of that cave, and this is what happened.  Let’s look at it because it is so significant.  

1 Kings 19:13.  “When Elijah heard it (that small still voice), that he wrapped his face in his mantle, and went out and stood in the entrance of the cave.  And behold, a voice came to him and said, ‘What are you doing here, Elijah?’ (14) Then he said, ‘I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the sons of Israel have forsaken Your covenant, torn down Your altars and killed Your prophets with the sword.  And I alone am left;’” [Remember, what would it be like to come to the end of your life and say, “I alone am left”  That’s it, finished.”  For Elijah, at that moment, at that time, it seemed like it was over.  There was no sense in going on.  But God was going to show Elijah how his life, in a sense, could continue; how his ministry was going to go forward.  It was not over.  Listen, and it was not over, precious one, because God has a pattern.  God has a pattern.  To bring a life to an end, and to say, “That’s it, and it is finished, kaput, and there is no more,” is not God’s style.  It’s not God’s way.  

If you go back and look at Moses, he had a Joshua.  Moses died, but Joshua took over.  Abraham had an Isaac; Isaac had a Jacob.  Jacob had twelve sons.  David had a Solomon.  So it’s not over.  He wants them to see, “Hey it’s not over.  It’s not My style; it’s not My pattern.”  And, precious one, listen to me very, very carefully.  It’s not over for you.  Life doesn’t finish with you, for it’s not God’s intention for life to finish with you.  It’s God’s intention for His kingdom to go on, His truth to march on.  Yes, we have seasons, and yes, our season of life will end; but God knows no seasons.  God has a plan.  His plan is to take that work of His and go from man to man, woman to woman.  Woman to woman, where do you see it?  You see it in Ruth.  Naomi was given a Ruth.  From that Ruth came the kinsman redeemer.  So God has a plan.  

Now watch what His plan is.  (19:15) “The Lord said to him, ‘Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus,’” [And then He tells him what He is going to do, and among the things He is going to do, in v. 16.] (16) “You shall anoint Jehu king over Israel; and Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abel- meholah you shall anoint as prophet in your place.” [In other words, “It’s not over; you alone are not left.  I have another prophet, and I am raising up that other prophet.”  

Now as I say this, I want to transport you into our century, into our time.  I want you to know, as you grow older, and listen, I am growing older; but it is not going to end with me.  And it’s not going to end with me, because there is a whole team, a whole Precept ministry team.  There are Precept leaders all over the United States, all over the word.  So, when I die, it’s not, “I alone am left, and this is the end of what God has called us to do and why He has raised up this ministry to establish people, to assist people to be able to discover truth for themselves—to establish people in God’s word so that they might know how to live.  It’s not going to end with me.  It’s not going to end with me, because I understand this principle; because I know that God has others to come along and pick up, and to take the baton and run with it, or listen, to receive the mantle, so to speak, as we look at it in this course.  So I want you to see what happens.  

(19:19) “So he (Elijah) departed from there and found Elisha the son of Shaphat, while he was plowing with twelve pairs of oxen before him, and he with the twelfth.  And Elijah passed over to him” [And watch, here is this guy behind these oxen.  He’s got the twelve pairs of oxen, and he’s going along behind these oxen, and all of a sudden, a man comes up behind him, and all of a sudden, throws his mantle over him.  Here he is—a farmer, in farm clothes, so to speak, and all of a sudden he has a mantle on him.  What is that mantle?  What does it represent?  This is what I want you to see.]  

Go to 2 Kings 2 and I want us to look again at the mantle.  So let me put my mantle over here, and let’s go to 2 Kings 2.  When he put this mantle over him, what was he showing him?  What was he doing, and did Elisha realize it?  This is when God has shown Elijah, and God has shown Elisha that Elijah is going to go to heaven.  His master, his father, so to speak, is going to be taken from him.  And as Elijah is walking along on this journey where he is going to be taken up, he comes to the Jordan River.  You know the story, and I love the story.  I love to stand on Mount Carmel and teach this lesson, not this lesson, but teach about Elijah.  I love to show them how they can look out, and how they can see the brook, and where they got the water, and just put them in the surrounding.  But I love, also, to grab my coat (or someone’s coat) and use it as that mantle, and remind them how Elijah stood at the Jordan River.  It was a wide river then.  How he took his mantle, and struck the water, and when he strikes the water what happens?  The water separates.  So here is a mantle that is, in a sense, a representation of power.  

In 2 Kings 2, Elijah took his mantle, folded it together, struck the waters, and they were divided there, so that the two of them crossed on dry ground.  Now did Elisha understand what was happening?  Well, I think so.  We will go back and do a quick review of what we know about the mantle.  First of all, the Hebrew word for mantle is adderet.  It comes from a Hebrew word adar.  The Hebrew word, the root word is adar, means “something that is superior to something else.”  It is something that, in a sense, is majestic.  If you go back and you look at the derivatives of this word, and you follow adderet (which is what it is), and went to Joshua 7:21, you would find out that Achan, when he goes in and fights the battle of Jericho, seized the spoils there of the enemy, and he sees there a mantle, a very splendid, expensive mantle.  So, it was a costly thing, and he saw it, and he desired it.  It’s like seeing a good suit of clothes, or a beautiful wrap, or a fur, or something like that, and saying, “Hey I want that.”  Well, Achan saw it and he wanted it, but the thing was he took what was forbidden to him, and as a consequence he died.  

Well, if we go on and look at it, we can see, in Zechariah 13:4, “Also it will come about in that day that the prophets will each be ashamed of his vision when he prophesies, and they will not put on a hairy robe in order to deceive;” [Now what was he talking about, putting on a hairy robe in order to deceive?  Well, it was like a skin of an animal that they wore that showed that they were a prophet, and because they were false prophets they shouldn’t be having this on.  So I believe, when you find Elijah taking and putting that mantle on Elisha, Elisha understands exactly what is about to happen to him.  He knows who Elijah is, and now he has been called to wear this prophet’s mantle.]  

You know, it is interesting when you look at Matthew 3:4.  When you go there, you are looking at John the Baptist.  Remember, John the Baptist was like that prophet; he was the fore runner of Jesus Christ to announce and tell the people to make straight the paths of the Lord.  Matthew 3:4 says, “Now John himself had a garment of camel’s hair, and a leather belt around his waist; and his food was locust and wild honey.”  [So he had a mantle.  You say, “But I don’t have a mantel.  I’m not called to be a prophet.”  Well, let me ask you a question: are you a child of God?  If you are a child of God, listen to me very carefully, you do have a mantle, and that mantle is Jesus Christ.]  

In Romans 13 it says, “Put on Christ.”  Don’t walk like you used to walk in the former deeds of darkness; put on Christ.  Put on Christ, and now act like it.  You and I have a mantle.  You studied it.  You saw that when Jesus Christ ascended into heaven, in Acts 1, He told His disciples, He told His apostles, “You wait until you are endued with power from on high.”  So, we have simply taken the picture that God gives of Elijah putting a mantle on Elisha and calling him to be a prophet, as the fact that God sends His Spirit and even in Acts 2 (we will study it in depth when we do Joel, Obadiah and Amos.) but you see, “My Spirit will come upon you, and young men and young women will dream dreams, and they will prophesy.”  In other words, they will speak for God, be God’s spokesmen, when you receive the Holy Spirit.  So we are clothed, we have a mantle on us, so to speak, and that mantle is Jesus Christ.  

Now the root adar remains “something that is majestic.”  See, you need to realize that you alone are not left, because you are never left alone if you are a child of God.  You are never left alone because you have the Holy Spirit, because you are in Christ and Christ is in you, and Christ has a work for you to do.  You are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works that God has before ordained for you to walk in. And before the foundation of the world God had His Elijah.  Before the foundation of the world (Elijah didn’t know it), he had his Elisha.  His life would not end with him; it would go on.  His ministry would continue; truth would march on.  The kingdom of God would progress and progress and progress right down through your age and my age until finally the trumpet sounds and the heavens are filled, as lightning comes from the east to the west, and we find the Son of Man coming.  And then He reigns as King of Kings.  Then our work, so to speak, is done, because He is known for who He is, and we rule and we reign with Him.  


Go to 2 Kings 1:8, where they describe Elijah.  They are saying, “There is this prophet,” and they are trying to tell him what kind of man was he.  He was a hairy man with a leather girdle around his loins.  You can take it that he had a lot of hair on his body, with body hair all over his chest, his arms, his legs.  He was just a hairy mass—or, you could take it that he was a man possessing hair, or in the possession of hair, a possessor of hair, which would be a reference to the fact that he was a man who was a prophet that was a possessor of a mantle that was made of hair.  You, precious one, are a possessor of the most high God.  “What, know you not that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you?  You are not your own; you were bought with a price, therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit which are God’s.”   

So how do you glorify God?  Well, you want to make sure that this life is not just lived for you.  You want to make sure that when you get ready to die that what God has started in you, and done in you, and the example that He’s come forth in you continues, that it goes on.  It goes on from one generation to the next generation.  


I want us to look at the passing of the mantle.  After all, that is the title of this course, so let’s start there.  So, to whom do we pass the mantle?  What are Elishas like?  In other words, where am I going to invest my life?  How am I going to find someone that I can pour into the things that God has taught me, and the gifts that God has given me, so that it goes on?  Or can I find a group of people?  Because you are telling me Elijah had an Elisha, but I read about Elisha, and where is Elisha’s Elisha?  Well, Elisha had the sons of the prophets.  You studied those.  So it’s not always just an individual.  Women come to me all the time all over, and they say, “You are my mentor,” but I’ve never met them before.  It’s because of the teaching; it’s because of what God has taught me.  So, if I’m gong to pass the mantle, to whom am I going to pass the mantle?  What are the Elishas like?  

Well, first of all I need to find someone that is chosen of God.  In 1 Kings 19:16, we see Him saying, “You shall anoint Elisha the son of Shaphat.” [Now He is saying, “You shall anoint this one.  I’m picking him out, not you.”  So if you are going to pass the mantle, so to speak, then you need to say to God, “God, You pick out for me the faithful men (if you’re a man) or the faithful women, the faithful children, the faithful teens.  You pick them out and bring them to me, so that I can pass on to them; so that I will not be wasting my time.”]  

You know, the Bible talks in the parables about the kingdom and the sowing of the wheat and the sewing of the tares, and it says, (Matt.13) “The enemy sowed tares, and they grow up together with the wheat; but as they grow up, don’t pull them out thinking it is a tare.  You might get a real wheat.  So don’t do that.”  So what you need to do is to say, “God show me the wheat.  Show me the Elishas,” and you know they are chosen by God.  What is so interesting here is this: where did he get his Elisha?  From the sons of the prophets?  Did He say, “Go to the sons of the prophets.  Look at the ones with the highest grade, the greatest understanding, the most power, the most dedicated?  No, no, God picked him out, and he brought him to him.  

I just stop and think about Paul writing his final letter to Timothy, because he is going to die.  And he says, “Now, therefore, my son, you be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus, and the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, the same teach to faithful men who shall be able to teach to others also.”  So thru Timothy, from Paul to Timothy, would come this teaching gift and this teaching line.  So you let God choose them.  

You know, in John 15:16, Jesus turns, just before He is going to be arrested and tried and crucified.  He turns to His twelve (well, it’s eleven now), and He says, “You did not choose Me, but I chose you, and I ordained you, that you would go and bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain, that whatever you ask of the Father in My name, He may give to you.”  Can you just go back and remember what you studied?  Do you remember how the mantle fell on Elisha as Elijah was caught up to God, saying, “The chariot of fire and horseman,” and down there is the mantle, and Elijah is gone and Elisha is standing there.  He reaches down, and he grabs that mantle, and he picks it up, and he walks over to the Jordan, what does he say?  “Where is the God of Elijah?”


He said, “You didn’t choose me; I chose you.  I ordained you that you should go, and you should bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, and whatever you ask in My name I will do it.”  Why?  Because the work of God goes on; because truth marches on.  So you look for that.  Now who has God chosen?  Well, sometime go read 1 Corinthians 1.  God has not chosen many wise, God has not chosen many noble.  What did He choose to follow this great man Elijah?  He chooses a farmer.  Yet the farmer was willing to go because he was God’s man.  

The second thing I want you to see is that an Elisha is going to be a person who is going to see and respond to the gravity of God’s call in his life.  You don’t want to waste your time with people that are not serious about God.  Now, sometimes it takes them a while to become serious about God, but God will let you know.  But your Elisha is going to see and understand the gravity of the calling.  Go to 1 Kings 19:20.  He puts his mantle over Elisha, and it says, “He (Elisha) left the oxen and ran after Elijah and said, ‘Please let me kiss my father and my mother, then I will follow you.” [What did he do?  He understood that when he got that mantle, and it was thrown over him, that he was called to be God’s prophet.  He was called to continue the work that God had begun.  And he followed after him, and he ran after him, and he says, “I am going to follow you.  Let me just go kiss my father and my mother.”] (21) “So he returns from following him, and he took the pair of oxen and sacrificed them and boiled their flesh with the implements of the oxen, and gave it to the people and they ate.  Then he arose and followed Elijah and ministered to him.”


Listen, there is a gravity to life as a child of God.  When you put on the Lord Jesus Christ, there is a great responsibility, there is a great calling, and you see this conveyed to Elisha by Elijah.  Watch; let’s go back, because I want you to see this, because I didn’t read it to you.  (19:20) “Please let me kiss my father and my mother, then I will follow you.”  And he (Elijah) said to him (Elisha), ‘Go back again, for what have I done to you?’” [Go back again, for what have I done to you?  What does he know?  He knows that yes, it is wonderful to be a prophet for God.  It’s wonderful to be used of God.  But it is also a painful, hard, difficult life.  We have a joy, but it’s not a joy from this world.  What did Jesus say?  If you would go through the gospels, if you would to go Mark 8 and Luke 9, when the multitude is following Jesus, as that multitude follows Jesus he turns around, and He looks at him as he says, “If any man will come after Me, let him deny himself, take up his cross, and follow Me.” [In other words if you are going to be My Elisha, so to speak, if you are going to be My disciples, if you’re going to be a learner, if you’re going to be a follower, if I’m going to pass the baton of the gospel and the furtherance of the gospel on to you, I want you to know that you have to deny yourself.  I want you to know you have to take up your cross.  When he said “cross”, there was an audible gasp, because they had seen it wasn’t an ornament that was hung around the neck.  It was a horrible, cruel instrument of death.  Once you were nailed to that cross, once you were put on that cross, once you were crucified on that cross, before you died (you would hang there for hours until they broke your legs and you couldn’t breath anymore), you could only look one way, and that way was straight ahead, His way.  Now Elijah had suffered, and he had known the threat of death, and so he says, “What am I doing to you?”  Yet, when he said, “Follow me,” he followed.  

Go to Matt. 8:19.  “And a certain scribe came and said to Him, ‘Teacher, I will follow You wherever You go.’ (20) “Jesus said to him, ‘The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.’” [You want to follow me?   Okay, I don’t know where I am sleeping tonight or tomorrow.  Do you still want to follow me?] (21) “And another of the disciples said to Him, ‘Lord, permit me first to go and bury my father.’ (22) But Jesus said to him, ‘Follow Me, and allow the dead to bury their own dead.’” [In other words, I have to have priority.  You say, “But Elisha went back and slew the oxen.”  Yes, and you know what?  The picture of the slaying of those oxen, I believe, was like a picture of saying, “Okay, my old life is over.  I’ve been called; I have His mantle.  I’m no longer my own.  I’ve been bought with at price, now I am going to glorify Him.  I’m not going to walk my own way.  I’m going to walk His way.”]


The third thing I want you to see about what Elishas are like is this: Elishas serve God by serving his servants.  This is what you see, in 1 Kings 19, in the very last few words, the last five words of that last verse of the chapter.  It says, “Then he arose and followed Elijah and he ministered to him.”  In 2 Kings 3, remember when they are trying to find a prophet so the three kings will know what to do and whether they should go to battle, and how they go about it, and where they are going to get the water?  And they are really troubled, and they think the kings of Moab may just wipe them out.  God has put them there, and they are looking for a prophet, and they say, “O, there is Elisha.”  Elijah’s already gone now.  And they define him in 2 Kings 3:11.  “He is the one that poured water over Elijah’s hands.”  Now pouring water over somebody’s hands is the act of a servant.  It’s the job of a servant, and so what you need to see is that this mantle doesn’t make you high and mighty, this following after this person.  What are you going to do?  You are going to serve.  Remember Joshua sitting at the foot of Mt. Sinai while Moses is up there?  All the rest of the people are out having a big party, but Joshua is there.  He’s serving; he’s ministering to him.  Remember Ruth?  What did she say to Naomi?  “Do not make me leave you.  Your people will be my people; your God will be my God. Where you go, I will go; where you die I will die.  I’m with you; I’m sticking with you.”


Let’s go back to 2 Kings 2.  I just love it!  Elijah is going to be taken up to heaven, and all the sons of the prophets say, “Your master is going before you today.  He’s going to go.” (2) “And Elijah said to Elisha, ‘Stay here please, for the Lord has sent me as far as Bethel.’  But Elisha said, ‘As the Lord lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.’  So they went down to Bethel.” [He’s not going to leave him.] (6) “Then Elijah said to him, ‘Please stay here, for the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.’  And he (Elisha) said, ‘As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” [In other words, I am called to you; I’m going to stick to you like glue.  I am not going to leave you.]  


This is the kind of Elishas that you want to look at.  You want to look for someone who is faithful. This is why Paul said to Barnabus, “John Mark is not going to go with us.  He’s not going with us, because he started on a journey, and he left us.”  Of course, Barnabus takes him along and gets him in shape, and then he becomes profitable to Paul.  

The fifth thing I want you to see is as they go with them, they see and they catch their faith.   We read in James 5 that Elijah was a man of like passion as we are.  Well listen, your Elisha will know that you are just an ordinary human being, that as they live with you, as our staff live with me and travel with me, they know my faults, they know my weaknesses, and they know that I am just human.  But they know also my heart, and they know that God is using me.  And we look at each other, and we all have our weaknesses, but God uses us.  That’s what you do, you see, and you catch their faith.  You hear their prayers of faith.  You watch the apostles saying to Jesus, after they hear him pray, “Lord, teach me to pray.”  You see them watch their works.  You watch what God does with them.  And watching what God does with them, you catch the vision.  

I remember George Mueller, and I remember his faith, and I remember how he raised orphans on prayer and never went and asked men for money directly.  He did it because he wanted to show people a lesson.  So we look at people like that.  Now, we don’t always imitate them, because God called them to that specific ministry to prove a point, in that point, at that time in history.  But we watch their works.  Elisha saw God bring fire down at Elijah’s word and devour those men in 2 Kings 1.  You watch his works and you see him coming and smiting the Jordan.  What is he saying?  “Where is the God of Elijah?”  

When you wear the mantle of a disciple, precious one, what can you expect?  You can expect His power.  Remember when Elisha says, “Where is the God of Elijah?”  Now listen, he had the mantle.  He knew the power was not in the mantle.  The power is not in the calling; the power is not in the office.  The power is in one place, and that is in God.  So he says, “Where is the God of Elijah?”  If you are a child of God, you have been endued with power from on High.  But you say, “I’m weak.”  In 2 Corin.12:9, Paul says, “When I am weak, I am strong, because when I am weak then the power of Christ rests upon me.  You can expect that in His path, as you walk in His power, as you walk in His path, that there is going to be persecution.  

And that is what happened when those young lads, those 12-30 year old boys, came along and said, “Go up, old baldhead, go up, old baldhead,” (and that is in 2 Kings 2:23).  “Go up, old baldhead.”  What were they saying?  “We don’t want you around.  We know Elijah went up.  You go up with him; we don’t want you here on earth.  We don’t like you.”  They didn’t like Elijah; he was called the troubler of Israel, because there had been no rain.  So now there is the disciple, and he wants to get rid of him. 


What did Jesus say in John 15?  He had told them, as I said earlier, “the disciple is not greater than his Teacher.  If they persecuted Me, they are going to persecute you.  If they hated Me, they are going to hate you.  If they called Me (Matt.10:24-25) Beelzebul, and they accused Me of being of the devil, then you can expect them to say, ‘Go up, old baldhead.’” [It was a slam, a derogatory term.  You can expect that because you are a follower of Me.  But listen, precious one, life goes on, and the gospel goes on.]  

Patrick Hamilton was dying.  He was a Scotsman, and as he died he said, “How long, O God, will darkness cover this kingdom?”  There was a young, handsome man standing there by the name of George Wissheart (?).  George Wissheart heard that, and George Wissheart had a heart for God.  He studied; he learned the word of God, and he was determined that Patrick Hamilton’s prayer would be answered, and that he would bring Scotland out of darkness, and he began to preach.  He was standing in Dundee (where I have stood and preached the gospel).  He was teaching the book of Romans, and as he gave forth that gospel there was a young man out there.  He didn’t know him, but God had chosen him, and his name was John Knox.  John came beside him and said, “I am going to follow you.  I’ve caught your vision.”  And he carried a sword in order to protect George Wissheart.  

When George Wissheart got ready to be strangled, and then burned at the stake, he called out and told people to keep the word of God.  John Knox stepped forward, and even in great persecution, even when he was put in the galley of a ship where he was beaten as he rowed for that ship and thinking he would never come out of there, God had His hand on John Knox, the Elisha of the Elijah, George Wissheart.  When he was released he became known as the “Thundering Scot,” and Scotland experienced a reformation.  

O, beloved let your age, your time, experience the reformation.  Be an Elisha, and know that you have got His mantle; but as you wear that mantle, just be prepared, precious one, to pass that mantle on to others.  Say, “God, where are my Elishas?” so that when I die, the work goes on, and you hear, “Well done, my good and faithful servant.”
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