PASSING THE MANTLE – LESSON 2
“In Trouble?  Need?  What Do You Do?”
Teacher, Kay Arthur


Have you ever been afraid, my friend?  And what did you do?  Have you ever had an enemy come against you, and what did you do?  Have you ever found yourself in just great, great need, and what did you do?  I remember the time when Jack and I were on the mission field, and we needed money.  We needed it for medicine, so that we wouldn’t be typhoid carriers.  I was sick, and I was the one who had this, and we had no money.  I was in great, great need.  What did I do?  The only private place in that little house in Mexico was the bathroom.  I went in and shut the door, and I locked it, and I sat there with my Bible and cried to God.  And He answered.  

Have you ever been in great need?  When you were, what did you do?  Have you ever lost anything?  (I’m losing things all the time, especially my keys.)  What do you do?  I am always praying, “Lord, You know where it is.”  Have you ever lost anything, and if so, what did you do?  Believe me, if you didn’t go to God and say, “God, show me,” you are foolish, because He is an expert.  He knows where everything is, and He will put it into your mind.  

My husband is going to be so excited when I see him.  He is down in Florida fishing, and as I go down to see him, he is going to be so excited, because he lost his wedding band, and he could not find it.  He looked high and low; he went down to the boat house.  He went every place.  He went back to the marina, and he had lost his wedding ring.  This morning I’m down there looking for a book beside my bed, and I looked over, and it’s under my side of the bed.  He’s going to be so excited.  What did you do?  I mean, we sat and we prayed.  Now, it’s been a while since he’s lost the ring, but God has answered.  

Have you ever been confused?  Have you ever been distressed?  Have you ever been overwhelmed?  I can’t stop and give you an illustration for all these from my life, but I’ve been there.  What did you do?  I want us to look at what we are to do in circumstances like this.  As we study 2 Kings, and remember, when we got to chapter eight, Elijah has this army coming against him.  His servant runs in, and his servant says, “Master, master, the horses and chariots are surrounding us.”  And Elijah just calmly says, “O Lord, open his eyes that he might see.”  And what did he see?  He saw that those who were with us were greater than those who were against us.  It’s my prayer, in these few minutes that you and I have together, that God will open our eyes so that we can see Him with eyes of faith.  
I want us to go to the beginning of 2 Kings.  We are going to go through 2 Kings rapidly, because I have far more to say than what I am going to do right now, but I was to start in 2 Kings, and I want us to get a look at God.  We have been looking at these awesome, awesome stories, but I want us to look at God.  In 2 Kings 1, you remember, the king is sick, and he is going to a foreign god to inquire of him as to whether he will get well or not.  As he sends his messenger, God informs Elijah, not Elisha, of what the king is doing. You remember the story, and you remember how Elijah goes, because the king is out to get him.  The king has told them, “Listen, is there not a God in heaven?”  Look at it.  He says, (3) “Is it because there is no God in Israel that you are going to inquire of Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron?” [What do we forget, so many times, and in times of distress, and in times of need, in times of lost, and times of confusion?  We forget there is a God in heaven.  We pick up the phone, or we run here or run there.  We panic and try to figure it all out, and we forget there is the God of Israel, there is the God of Heaven.  He is there for us.  He is there for us, if we are His children.]  

You remember how the enemy comes to get them, and how Elijah calls down fire and destroys all the armies until the last general comes (or the last man comes) and is very, very clever and he says, “I know what you have done to the others.  Please, please.”  So God responds through Elijah.  But when we look at this, what do we see?  I saw three things.  I’ll give them to you briefly.

         #1 – God is an informer.  God is an informer.  God is omniscient; He is all knowing.  He knows what is going on.  So many times we forget to run to Him, and say, “God, inform me; God, instruct me; God, show me.”  God is a master.  He sends His servant to do His bidding, and twice you see this happening, where God sends Elijah to do His bidding.  God is faithful, because when God sends His messenger to do His bidding, then God doesn’t take off.  Then God doesn’t leave.  God doesn’t split.  God backs up His messenger.  You see that when Elijah says, “If I’m a man of God, then let fire come down out of heaven.” 

In 2 Kings 2, you see Elijah crossing the Jordan, taking his mantle and hitting the water, the water splitting, and then you see Elisha crying to God, and saying, “O God,” or crying to Elijah, “I want a double portion of what you have.”  I want a double portion of what you have.  And you see that there is a God that can part the Jordan.  There is a God that can part the waters.  So many times we are in situations where we don’t know where to go.  We don’t know, in a sense, how we are going to cross over that problem.  But God is there, and He parts the Jordans.  God hears the heart’s cry of His people, of Elisha.  In this same chapter, God purifies the water.  

There have been times when I have eaten things, when I was sure that it really wasn’t healthy to eat them.  Yet I had to eat them, and Tom Hayes tells us stories (our director of our Spanish work), about all the times he’s had to eat monkey brains, and things like that, because he didn’t want to offend the people.  But God is there to purify, and over and over again you pray, “God, I am doing this for You.  God, purify this food.”  He is the One that commands the beast of the field.  It was the bears that came out and devoured those young men.  

You look at 2 Kings 3, and you see God multiplying oil, and God opening a barren womb when this woman has a husband that is too old to even produce children.  You see God raising the dead.  When that boy dies, God raises the dead.  You see God purifying the pot when there is poison in the pot, and multiplying the bread in this chapter. Immediately your mind goes to John 6.  Your mind goes to Jesus multiplying the loaves and the fishes, because when he multiplied the bread in 2 Kings 3, there is something left over.  When Jesus multiplies the bread, there are basketfuls left over. 

What do you see in 2 Kings 5?  This was a chapter that, when I studied it and when I was writing this course and everything, I just sat and I was just awed—just absolutely awed with God.  We will come back to it.  But in chapter 5, you see that God wounds, God judges, and God heals.  God wounds a little girl by allowing her to be taken captive, and yet she is God’s mouthpiece for the healing of Naaman, the leper so God heals him.  And then you find God judging Gehazi, because he did what was wrong.  So you see a God who wounds, who heals and who judges.  

In 2 Kings 6, what do you see?  You see that God is able to make an axe head float.  You say, “You keep saying God; it was Elisha, it was Elijah.”  But listen, where was the power?  Was the power in the mantle?  No, it was, “Where is the what?  The God of Elijah.  It is God that is behind all these things.  So God is able to make an axe head float.  God protects with His heavenly army.  God opens and shuts eyes.  He opens the eyes of the servants, and blinds the enemies.  God forewarns His prophet, and protects from his king.  Have you ever had God forewarn you?  Have you ever had God say, “Don’t go this way”?  Have you ever had God stop you, and you didn’t know why, and you get down the freeway and you see this horrible, horrible accident?  Have you ever had God redirect you?  God, open our eyes that we might see God.  

In Chapter 7, what do you see?  You see that God causes the enemy to hear, and suppose, and flee.  Remember how the Arameans were coming, and how they were camping, and how they cause a famine?  This starts in chapter 6 and goes through chapter 7.  Do you remember how the famine had come because the city had been besieged, and the enemy had cut off the supply of food?  They could not go in, and they could not go out, and what do you see God doing there?  You see God causing the enemy to hear something that does not exist.  

Look at 2 Kings 7:6.  “For the Lord had caused the army of the Arameans to hear a sound of chariots and a sound of horses, even the sound of a great army, so that they said to one another, ‘Behold, the king of Israel his hired against us the kings of the Hittites and the kings of the Egyptians, to come upon us.’   (7) Therefore they arose and fled,” [and nothing of the sort had happened.  But God is our protector.  So God caused these people, this army to hear these things.]  God counteracts a famine, and He does it in the most incredible way in this chapter.  By sending the enemy out, and leaving all the spoils, all the goods, behind, all the supplies they had, so that the city is able to be saved.  You also see in this chapter that God judges.  And I want you to watch this carefully, God judges the unbelieving.  

In the first part of Chapter 8, what do you see?  You see God protects a widow.  You say, “Why do you call the Shunammite woman a widow?”  Well, it seems like there is no husband on the scene at this point, and I just thought that since he was so old that he probably died.  But anyway, she is the one doing the business and everything, and she is the one coming back to get her land.  But God protects this woman (Whether she is a widow or not, He protects her.)  He tells her there is a famine coming.  He does this through Elisha.  So He protects her, and she moves, and she’s taken care of.  She comes back, and He has protected her property and gives it back.


This ought to be such a comfort to widows, or to those who have husband that are inoperative, for one reason or another (maybe for Alzheimers, or something), but He is there for us, to take care of us.  He informs a king of His greatness.  He lets the king see how great He is, as Elisha sits with the king, and the kings says, “Tell me about Elisha.”  Here is this king that really does not fear God as he should, hearing of the works of God.  And over and over again, as you look at the history of some of the rulers on the face of this earth, you know those men are without excuse, because those men heard truth.  Many were raised in it.  Hitler knew truth, and Mussolini knew truth, and others knew truth.  They were raised in it, but they turned, and some of the rulers of Russia, but they turned away from it.  But God let them hear, in His grace, and then holds them responsible.  God warns an evil doer, and you know Hazael, how He warns Hazael and yet allows him to rule, how he comes, and he says, “I know.”


And what does God do?  God weeps through His people.  Listen, He weeps through His people over sin.  He weeps through His people over the disaster that comes, because you can see Elisha standing before Hazael, and you can see him, as he tells him what is going to happen, begin to weep.  And why does he weep?  Because he says, “I know the great disaster that you are going to bring on Israel,” on His people.  So he weeps.  

Now, when you look at all this, who is the one that is doing all of this?  We see men down here on earth, but our eyes need to be opened; and our eyes need to be opened so that we can see.  It’s not just down here on earth, but there is a throne in heaven, and the One that sits on His throne is moving.  He is the Lord.  You and I need to see, as we study through Kings, as we study this Old Testament, we need to go back, and we need to sit at the feet of God, and we need to get to know God.  We need to understand who He is.  So it is the Lord who does all these things.  

#1.  He is the Alpha and the Omega.  This is so important for us to understand.  Alpha and Omega are the first and the last letter of the Greek alphabet.  It means He is the sum total of everything.  He is the word, the incarnate, everlasting word.  He is the Logos, but He is Alpha and Omega.  He is beginning, and He is end, and He is everything in between.  He is the One who is, who was, and who is to come.  

Let’s look at it in Revelation 1.  I want us to catch a glimpse that this is God.  I want our eyes to see that this is the Lord who has done these things.  It is the Lord that brings down the fire.  It is the Lord that raises the dead.  It is the Lord who purifies the food in the pot.  It is the Lord who multiplies the bread.  It is the Lord who causes the enemy to hear a sound and to run away.  It is God.  It is God, the Supreme Ruler of all the universe.  (Rev.1:8) “’I am the Alpha and the Omega,’ says the Lord God, ‘who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.” [This is not speaking of Jesus.  If you exegete this carefully, you see that this is not speaking of Jesus.  This is speaking of God the Father.  Who we are looking at?  We see Jesus, and we see the Trinity operating all the way through the Scripture, but when you look at it, who are you meeting?  Who are you being introduced to in the Old Testament?  You were introduced to the Almighty who sits on His throne, who was, who is, and who is to come, the eternal, everlasting God, El Elyon. You see that He is one with Jesus, and Jesus is one with Him, His spirit is one with Him.  But you see that Jesus is (as Hebrew 13:8 says), “Jesus Christ is the (what) same (when) yesterday and (what) today and forever.”  Now, why am I telling you this?  Because you and I have to understand that the God of the Old Testament who was, is, and is to come, in other words He is the Almighty, and He will always be everything that He is.  He has not changed.  He does not alter.  He is the same yesterday, today and forever.  If you were to study the attributes of God, one of the things that you would write down is this, God is immutable.  “Immutable” means He never changes, that He is the same.           

#2.  The second thing that I want you to put down is:  God does not change.  He is the one who is, who was, and who is to come, and He does not change.  Go to Malachi 3:6.  God is speaking, “For I, the Lord, do not change; therefore you, O sons of Jacob, are not consumed.” [In other words, you deserve to be consumed, but because I do not change, because I made a covenant with you, you are not consumed.]


Look at 1 Samuel 15.  It’s good review to go back to that book that many of us have studied together.  In 1 Samuel 15:29, what does he say?  “Also the Glory of Israel (speaking of God) will not lie or change His mind; for He is not a man that He should change His mind.”  [So you and I can know He is true.]  

         #3 – The third thing I want you to see is in Psalm 138:2.  You can always remember this, because it is before that famous psalm 139.  We see that is, (1) He is God.  Yes, He is the Alpha and the Omega.  (2) He never changes.  (3) He watches over His word to perform it.  Psalm 138:2 says, “I will bow down toward Your holy temple, and give thanks to Your name for Your lovingkindness and Your truth; for You have magnified Your word according to all Your name.” [He has magnified His word according to His name.  What does that mean?  That means that the word of God stands because the character of God stands.  God never changes, so the word of God stands.  So He is the one.  And there is another verse that says, “He watches over His word to perform it.”  But we need to move on.  
I want us to look at what are we to do.  If this is who God is, and we come to these situations where I am lost, where something is lost, or I’m confused, or where I am in need, what are we to do?  Well, I want us to go back to 2 Kings 5.  I want us to go back to that chapter I told you I love so much, the chapter on Naaman.  As we look at Naaman, I want you to see one thing (and you have discussed this), but Naaman is a man who is full of pride, who is a great man, who comes to this situation of this opportunity for healing, and when he gets to that opportunity for healing, what happens?  He says, “Do I have to go in those waters?  And why can’t I go to these other waters?  Aren’t they much better?”  In this you see that Naaman, when he comes for healing, has to be healed whose way?  God’s way.  He has to be healed God’s way.  

2 Kings 5:14 says, “So he went down and dipped himself seven times in the Jordan, according to the word of the man of God; and his flesh was restored like the flesh of a little child and he was clean.” [And as you look at this, what happened?  He tapped into the power of God, didn’t he?  He tapped into the power of God, how?  The power to heal him, how did he do it?  By faith, simply by believing God.  It was a simple act of faith.  You want to be healed?  You have leprosy (and as far as they knew it was incurable)?  All you have to do is to do exactly what the man of God tells you to do.  So what did he do?  He performed an act of faith.  What is faith?  “Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”  So here was a man of God, speaking for God, and what he had to do was simply believe God.  And then he goes and offers to pay him, because he is so thrilled at his healing.  And you know that Elisha will not take anything.  Why does Elisha not take anything?  I believe it is because there is a bigger picture here.  And I believe it is so that we will understand that that healing came totally and absolutely by faith.  It could not be bought.  It could not be purchased in any way.  It was not the time for taking a reward for that healing.  Why?  Because I believe the picture was—“For by grace are you saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is a gift of God.”  It is a total, absolute gift of God.  I think this is what God wanted us to see here.  He wanted us to understand.  

You know, in our study, we are passing the mantle.  We are looking at that, but what we have to understand is that in the passing of the mantle we’re talking in picture form of getting the power of God, of knowing the power of God.  We looked at it as a picture of receiving the Holy Spirit.  “But you shall receive a power when the spirit comes upon you.”  And I think that what He wants us to see is this, that when we come to God and we get this power, the power is never in us, except in the Holy Spirit who is in us.  But the power is never in us; the power rests on us, but the power is not us.  Where does the power come from?  It comes from God.  

In 2 Corinthians 12, the power comes from God, and it is unleashed in faith.  Paul is talking about this thorn in the flesh, a thorn that is very hard for him to bear.  And God tells him that He is not going to remove the thorn.  But God tells him, in v.9, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness.  Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me.” [And yet it is the power of Christ—never your power.  And this is what this great man saw.  It was nothing that he did that brought him healing.  It was simply by faith.]  

I want you to go to Matthew 14.  In this chapter of Matthew we see the importance of faith, and our eyes are opened so that we can see a truth here.  Jesus has been away from the disciples.  He has fed the multitudes.  He has gone up on a mountain to pray.  The disciples have gotten into a boat (remember?), and they are sailing, and the storms come up.  And they are really taking a lashing from those storms.  The disciples see Him walking on the water, and they say, “It is a ghost,” and they cry out in fear.  (27) “But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, ‘Take courage, it is I; do not be afraid.’ (28) And Peter said to Him, ‘Lord, if it is You, command me to come to You on the water.’ (29) And He said, “Come!”  And Peter got out of the boat, and walked on the water and came toward Jesus.” [Listen, does that sound like the God of Elijah, the God of Elisha?  Yes.  It’s not Jesus only that’s walking on water; it is Peter that is walking on water.  How is he able to walk on that water?  How is he able?  By faith.  Watch what happens.]  (Matt.14:29-31) “And He said, ‘Come!’  And Peter got out of the boat, and walked on the water and came toward Jesus. (30) But seeing the wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, ‘Lord, save me!’” [Save me!  I am going to drown.] (31) “And immediately Jesus stretched out His hand,” [What did he do in his trouble?  Where did he run?  He ran to Jesus, and Jesus rescued him.  He knew where to go, he knew what to do.] “and Jesus took hold of him, and said to him, ‘O you of little faith, why did you doubt!’” [Why did he doubt?]  

Why is God not doing greater things through our lives?  Why is He not moving more mightily?  I believe it is because we are self-sufficient.  I believe it is because, when we are in those trials, we think, “I can figure out, I know how to get out of that trial.”  So we do, and we manipulate, and many times we succeed.  But we have missed the power of God.  We have missed the knowledge that I was directed by God.  Because what do we do?  We take our eyes off of Jesus, and we put them on the circumstances.  See, the reason he started to sink was because he looked, the Bible tells you, he looked at the wind.  He looked at the storm instead of looking at Jesus.  And that minute, that man who was able to walk on water, sunk.  Why?  Why did you doubt?  What did you not believe?  

Go to Matthew 17, and let me show you something here.  When you are learning about the God of the Old Testament, when God is opening our eyes to see Him, and to see what He does in all these various circumstances and situations, it is to teach us.  It is to teach us who our God is so that we can embrace Him, and so that we can walk in the light of who He is.  In Matthew 17:14, you find a man coming to Jesus, and he is crying because his son is a lunatic.  His son is filled with demons, and he brought him to the disciples.  He says, in v. 16, “I brought him to Your disciples, and they could not cure him.” [So Jesus, I have come to You.] (17) “And Jesus answered and said, “You unbelieving and perverted generation, how long shall I be with you?  How long shall I put up with you?  Bring him here to Me.’” [Could those disciples have cast out that demon?  Yes, they could have.  Why didn’t they?]  (19) “Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and said, ‘Why could we not drive them out?’ (20) And He said to them, “Because of the littleness of Your faith;’” [Because of the poverty of your faith.] “‘for truly I say to you, if you have faith the size of a mustard see,’” [If you could see a mustard seed, it is so teeny-tiny.  We pick them in Israel and look at them.] “‘you will say to this mountain, “Move from here to there, and it will move; and nothing will be impossible to you.”’”  

See, we are to believe.  When Naaman believed God, he was healed.  When you and I believe God, when in any situation of life, we run to God, and we believe Him, God responds to our faith.  In Hebrew 11:6 it says, “And without faith it is impossible to please Him (God).” [Have you got it?  Without faith it is impossible to please God.  My prayer for you and my prayer for me is that more and more and more, in every situation, my eyes will be open, and I will not look at the circumstances.  I will not look at the wind.  I will not look at the storm, but immediately, I will look to God.  And looking to God, I will believe that He is.  Without faith, it is impossible to please God.  
Those who come to Him must believe two things.  #1.  That He is.  He is what?  That He is God.  That He is Yahweh, the One who is, who was, and who is to come, the self existence One.  That He is God.  And that is what you are meeting in this study.  You are meeting God.  You’re tapping in to the power of God through, so to speak, passing the mantle, knowing where the power is.  The power is not in the mantle; the power is in God.  And you are tapping into God.  You are getting to know God.  The people, those without faith, it’s impossible to please God.  Those who come to Him must believe, #1. That He is; and #2. That He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.  (“Diligently” is in the King James.  It is not there in the Greek.)  That’s all He wants us to do.  He says, “If you will seek Him, if you will believe, nothing will be impossible.”  Faith is about knowing and believing who God is, and His faithfulness to His word.  Remember, He watches over His word to perform it.  

Without faith you cannot please God.  Go back to 2 Kings 7.  There is a famine, and the king comes, and the messenger comes. (1) “Then Elisha said, ‘Listen to the word of the Lord; thus says the Lord, “Tomorrow about this time a measure of fine flour will be sold for a shekel, and two measures of barley for a shekel, in the gate of Samaria.” (2) And the royal officer on whose hand the king was leaning answered the man of God and said, “Behold, if the Lord should make windows in heaven, could this thing be?” [There is no way.  That’s what he is saying. There is no way.  Now remember, without faith it’s impossible to please God.  The man of God just said what God is going to do, and what does this royal officer say?  There is no way.  It can not happen.]  

So go to the end of the chapter (7:16) “So the people went out and plundered the camp of the Arameans.  Then a measure of fine flour was sold for a shekel and two measures of barley for a shekel, according to the word of the Lord.  (17) Now the kings appointed the royal officer on whose hand he leaned to have charge of the gate;” [Listen, that man was hungry, and there was food out there, and he never got to the food.  He’s standing at the gate; he has not believed God, he’s lived empty, and he dies empty, because he is standing at the gate, and the people trampled on him at the gate.] (17b) “and he died just as the man of God had said, who spoke when the king came down to him.  (18) And it happened just as the man of God had spoken to the king.] [Why does God reiterate that?  Why does He reiterate it?  We know that it happened.  I believe that it is because God wants you and me to understand the importance of faith, of having eyes that look, not at the circumstances, not at the situation, but knowing that we are walking through life, but that we are not walking through life alone.  There is a mantle on us.  It is God’s spirit, and in that spirit there is power.  And in the spirit of God there is access to the throne of God to reap the full benefits of everything that God has for us.  So God wants our eyes to be open.]  

What is faith?  Basically, it is three things. (1) A firm conviction, a persuasion, that what God says is true. (2) A surrender to that knowledge, and (3) a conduct that is inspired by that conviction.  Go through Hebrews 11 and you see, “by faith, by faith, by faith, by faith.”   They were not always winners.  Some of them choose to suffer that they might have a better resurrection, but they suffered even by faith.  For without faith it is impossible to please God.  O beloved, my heart’s desire for you is that you, through this study, will know God in the most incredible and awesome way, and that your life and my life will change because in every situation we will remember the God of Elijah.  We will remember the God of Elisha.  We will remember that He is the same yesterday, today, and forever.  Martin Lloyd Jones said this, “The measure of the strength of a man’s faith is always ultimately the measure of his knowledge of God.”  Get to know God, beloved, and increase your faith.  Ask God to open your eyes so that you can live with eyes of faith, knowing that nothing is impossible to God.  Ask God for faith like the grain of a mustard seed.  That’s not much faith, but it is full of power, because it taps you in to who God is.  

They were missionaries in China; their names were Dick and Margaret Hillis.  Dick and Margaret Hillis were in China when the Japanese were invading China.  The Japanese army was a vicious, vicious army.  And the village where they were was tense with fear, because they knew the Japanese were coming.  All of a sudden, Dick became very, very ill, and he knew (because missionaries had training in those days in medicine, and he knew) that he had a hot appendix, or a ruptured appendix.  He knew that if he did not get in that rickshaw, and go to this hospital that he would not survive, and yet the Japanese were coming.  He kissed his wife goodbye, and left her with two babies.  It was July 15, 1941, and she was there alone.  Everybody in the village decided to evacuate, because they knew they would be sheep for the slaughter when the Japanese got there.  She knew that she couldn’t make it.  There was no way she could take care of two babies and evacuate and survive.  So she prayed, and she stayed.  

When the Chinese colonel came with the news that the enemy was near, and everybody was going to evacuate, she knew that she couldn’t.  She had one year old Johnny and two month old Margaret Ann.  So she stayed.  Early the next morning she went to the calendar.  It was scripture verse, and she tore the page for the next day, and this is what it said.  Psalm 56:3, “What time I am afraid, I will put my trust in You.”  The town emptied, and the next morning Margaret arose, and she felt abandoned.  She was absolutely all alone.  The town had evacuated.  She tore off the page on the calendar, and it was Psalm 9:10.  “For you, O Lord, have not forsaken those who seek Thee.”  The next morning she was awaken by these distance sounds of gunfire, and she was worried about food for her children.  The calendar verse was Genesis 50:21.  “I will nourish you and your little ones.”  

An old woman suddenly dropped in with a pail of fresh, steaming goat’s milk.  And another straggler came by, and gave her a basket full of eggs.  During the day, the sounds of warfare got louder, and during that night she prayed for deliverance.  The next morning she tore the page from the calendar to read Psalm 56:9.  “When I cry untoThee, then my enemies will turn back.”  The battle was looming closer, and Margaret didn’t go to bed that night.  Invasion seemed imminent, but the next morning all was quiet.  Suddenly villagers began returning to their homes, and the colonel knocked on her door.  For some reason, he told her, the Japanese had withdrawn their troops and went away.  No one could understand it, but the danger had passed away.  And just as the calendar had said, “When I cry unto Thee, then shall my enemies turn back.”


God has all sorts of ways of meeting us, all sorts of ways of delivering us, beloved, all sorts of ways.  And He will, and all you and I need to do is: “When I’m in a time of trouble, I look to the Lord.”  I look to the Lord, I cry to the Lord, and I keep my eyes on Him, and know that without faith it’s impossible to please Him.  Those who come to Him must realize that He is God, and a rewarder of those who seek Him.  May you and I, beloved, be rewarded for our faith.  

Let’s pray.  Father, thank You.  Thank You for Your word.  Thank You that it is a sure word.  Thank You that it is a light that shines in a dark place.  O Father, help us, help us, Father, to believe You.  Help us, Father, to keep our eyes on You, and not on the circumstances.  To not look at the wind, to not look at the storm, but to keep our eyes on You, so that we can walk on water, so that we can walk through difficult situations, and make it, and not sink, because we have kept our eyes on You.   Help us, Father, to know that because we have Your power, that You power is perfected in our weakness, and that when we rest in that power that we can do awesome things.  So Father, don’t let us be as Jesus turned and said to His disciples, “Men of little faith,” men that cause Your Son, Father, to say, “How long am I going to suffer with you?  How long am I going to have to put up with you?  Why don’t you believe Me?  Why won’t you listen to Me?  Why won’t you take Me at My word?  Don’t you know that I have magnified My word, together with My name?  Don’t you know that My word stands?  My word stands, because you stand, because My name stands, because I am who I am.”  O Father, help us to remember this, and help us to live accordingly.  In Your name we pray.  Amen.
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