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“Behold the Goodness and Severity of God”
Teacher, Kay Arthur


Well, this week, as you did your homework, you saw the destruction of a dynasty.  You saw the painful demise of a king, but you also saw the gracious preservation of a promise.  You say, “When did I see the destruction of a dynasty?”  Remember, we have seen Jehu, in this passage, come to power.  We have see Jehu destroy the dynasty of Ahab,or Omri.  It was really Omri that started that dynasty.  We have seen the painful demise of a king as we have seen Jehoram the son of Jehoshaphat die a horrible and painful death as his bowels literally came out. (And that is something that literally happens.  You can find it in medical books, and it is a terrible thing.  It is a painful thing.  It is a prolapse of all those intestines coming right out of the body.)  We have seen the gracious preservation of a promise, in that we saw that David’s lamp would not go out.  Although Jehoram was not the king that he ought to be, God would not remove His blessing from that covenant promise. 

As you have looked at all of this, what have you seen?  You’ve seen, in essence, the goodness of God, holding to that covenant promise, but you have also seen the severity of God, haven’t you?  You have seen the severity of God as He moves in judgment.  And you look at it, and you just absolutely, in a sense, shutter.  I want to take us to Romans 11.  That’s where I want us to begin our study of Kings and Prophets, as we look at 2 Kings 8-10 and 2 Chronicles 20-21.  

As we go to Romans I want to tell you what happened to me in Rome.  We went to Rome because we are planning teaching tours in Rome.  We’re going to teach the book of Romans in Rome on site.  So we went to see this.  And while we were there, I wanted to go to the Borghese House.  It is an incredible house, probably one of the most awesome museums I have ever been in.  But I think it may be because of the statue of David.  When I went in I saw Bernini.  Bernini lived in 1598 to 1680.  Now I saw Michelangelo’s David too, but I like this one better.  And I like it better because, as I look at that statue, I saw David with this stone.  He was pulling a stone out of his pocket, and he was getting ready to fling that stone at Goliath, and the determination on his face was just incredible.  It was all of marble.  I have a picture of it, and when you look at that picture (you can just see it very vaguely there), you can see just one dimension.  But I got to walk around the statue.  I got to see every flexed muscle; I got to see the tautness of his legs.  I saw every bit of his body in this action, as he was going to bring down this enemy that had defied the armies of the living God.  What happens in 2 Kings and 2 Chronicles, as we look at this passage, is that we get to walk around God, so to speak, and see God, not just as a loving God, not God just as a good God, but we see God in His Holiness.  We see God in His righteousness.  We see the goodness of God, but we also, in walking around that statue, get the true dimension of God and the sense of who He is as we see not only the goodness of God, but we see the severity of God.  

In Romans 11, Paul is showing and explaining the relationship of the Jews to the gospel of Jesus Christ.  It’s an awesome, awesome study, and if you have never done our study on Romans, you have missed it, because it is the constitution of our faith.  In Romans 11:1, he says, “I say then, God has not rejected His people, has He?” [Has God rejected the Jews?  The Gentiles have come to know God.  Has God rejected the Jews?] “May it never be!” (2) God has not rejected His people whom He foreknew.  Or do you not know what the Scripture says in the passage about Elijah,” [You and I know this passage about Elijah, because we have studied it.] “how he (Elijah) pleads with God against Israel? (3)  ‘Lord, they have killed Your prophets, they have torn down Your altars, and I alone am left, and they are seeking my life.’ (3) But what is the divine response to him?” [What does God say to him?  What is the divine response?] “‘I have kept for Myself seven thousand men who have not bowed the knee to Baal.’”  

In this chapter he is going to show us His goodness.  He’s going to show us His severity.  But he is going to show us His goodness in keeping His promise to Israel, that there is a remnant; and he uses the illustration of an olive tree.  He uses Israel as the natural olive tree; he uses the Gentiles as the wild olive tree, and how the Gentiles believe in Jesus, so they are grafted in.  The Jews that do not believe in Jesus are cut off, and those limbs are laid to the ground.  So he sees, and he shows, what happens, and how the branches are broken off, how some of the Jews that did not believe are broken off.  He says, in verse 21, “for if God did not spare the natural branches, He will not spare you either.” [In other words, if you do not believe, if you do not continue in faith, God will cut you off too.  Then he says, (22) “Behold then the kindness (or the goodness) and severity of God; to those who fell, severity, but to you, God’s kindness, if you continue in His kindness; otherwise you also will be cut off.” 

We see as, we go back and look at Kings and Chronicles, the kindness of God, the lovingkindness of God, the hessed of God, and that is the covenant keeping promises of God, that God watches over His covenant.  But we also see the severity of God as we look at this destruction of a dynasty and this painful demise of a king who turns his back on God.  In this lesson I want to give you four precept of life that will hold you in these amoral days, in these days where there are no absolutes.  There are four things that I believe that you need to see.  You know the world loves to hear about the kindness of God.  The world loves to hear about the goodness of God.  The world loves to hear about the love of God.  But does the world want to hear about the righteous judgment of God?  No, they do not want to hear.  They don’t want to hear that they are accountable to God.  They don’t want it.  

#1.  It is imperative that you understand this, that God would not be holy, God would not be righteous if God did not deal with sin.  God would not be righteous if God did not deal with sin.  God would not be holy; God would not be righteous if God did not deal with sin.  You see, the world wants to look at Him like you look at the picture of that statue.  You only see one side.  You see what you want to see, but you don’t get the full picture.  You have to walk around, and the Bible takes us around and around and around the character of God so that we see Him in His fullness in the situations of life.  We see that God would not be holy, God would not be righteous if He did not deal with sin.  Thus we see the goodness, or the hessed, the lovingkindness of God, and the severity of God.  So we see these two things.  

Now I want to show you this by taking you back to Leviticus 10.  Nadab and Abihu are the sons of Aaron, and they have gone into the holy place (not the Holy of Holies), and they are going to offer incense there on the altar of incense.  They have their firepans ready, and it tells us what they have done.  (1) “Now Nabad and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took their respective firepans, and after putting fire in them, placed incense on it and offered strange fire before the Lord, which He had not commanded them.” [So what have they done?  They are coming to God their way.  They are coming to God, not according to His word, not according to His ordinance, not according to His statutes or His regulations, but they are coming to God their way.] (2) “And fire came out from the presence of the Lord and consumed them, and they died before the Lord.” [What have you just seen?  You have seen the severity of God.  Now what did you see before that?  You saw the kindness of God, the kindness that God would allow us to approach Him, the kindness that God would allow you and me to worship Him, the kindness or the goodness of God that would allow them, in this covenant, to come before God and to worship Him as the high priest under Aaron, their father, as a priest unto God.  You and I are a kingdom of priests unto God.  But we are to approach God God’s way, not our way.  So you see the severity of God in His judging of these men, but what is the point?]  
(3) “Then Moses said to Aaron, ‘It is what the Lord spoke, saying, “By those who come near Me I will be treated as holy, and before all the people I will be honored.”’” [When you treat God as holy, when you honor God as God, you will know the goodness of God.  You will know the blessings of God.  If you do not, you will experience the severity of God, the judgment of God.  Why?  Because God is holy; God is righteous.]  

Go to 2 Chronicles 21:1.  (Now we are getting to what we studied.)  (1) “Then Jehoshaphat slept with his fathers and was buried with his fathers in the city of David, and Jehoram his son became king in his place.” [When you study Kings and Prophets, you see two kingdoms, the kingdom of Israel and the kingdom of Judah.  Underneath these kingdoms, there are dynasties.  Those dynasties are family lines.  Under the southern kingdom, you see one family line.  Whose family line is it?  It’s the family line of David.  Because of God’s hessed, because of God’s kindness, because God is a covenant making God and a covenant keeping God.  So now we have just seen under the southern kingdom, under the dynasty of David, the lamp of David, we have seen that Jehoshaphat, a good king, dies.  His son Jehoram, who has been co-reigning with him, now becomes the king.  He had brothers, the sons of Jehoshaphet, and it names those brothers.]  


(3) “Their father (Jehoshaphat) gave them many gifts of silver, gold and precious things, with fortified cities in Judah, but he gave the kingdom to Jehoram because he was the firstborn.  (4) Now when Jehoram had taken over the kingdom of his father and made himself secure, he killed all his brothers with the sword, and some of the rulers of Israel also.” (6) “And he walked in the way of the kings of Israel” [In other words, he turned from looking at his legacy and what God had called him to, and he looks over at the northern kingdom, and he looks at the dynasty of Omri (which is Omri, then Ahab, then the others), Ahaziah and Jehoram.  So he looks at those and follows them.]  (6) “He walked in the way of the kings of Israel, just as the house of Ahab did (for Ahab’s daughter, Athaliah, was his wife), and he did evil in the sight of the Lord. (7) Yet the Lord was not willing to destroy the house of David because of the covenant which He had made with David, and since He had promised to give a lamp to him and his sons forever.”  


So, do you see the goodness of God?  Do you see, here is a man that has killed his brothers, and yet God just doesn’t step in and wipe out David’s dynasty, and say, “That’s it.  I’m going to raise Me up another family, and I’m going to bring kings through them”?  No, it says, “because of the covenant which God had made with David He did not destroy the house of David.” [In other words, He was always going to leave a son somewhere in the house of David to sit on the throne.  So you see the goodness of God.]  

Go to v.10.  “So Edom revolted against Judah to this day.  Then Libnah revolted at the same time against his rule, (against Judah, I want you to see that) because he had forsaken the Lord God of his fathers.” [Do you see the severity of God?  Do you see the severity of God there?  In other words, they are having trouble with these people because he had forsaken God.  God is a holy God.  He is a righteous God.  He is to be treated as holy.  And when we don’t treat Him as holy, then God has to deal with us.  So you see this happening.] (12) “Then a letter came to him from Elijah the prophet saying,” [Now look at the goodness of God; God is reaching out to this man] “‘Thus says the Lord God of your father David, “Because you have not walked in the ways of Jehoshaphat your father and the ways of Asa king of Judah,” [Asa was the father of Jehoshaphat.] (13) “but have walked in the way of the kings of Israel, (Omri, Ahab, etc.) and have caused Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem to play the harlot as the house of Ahab played the harlot, and you have also killed your brothers, your own family, who were better than you, (14) behold, the Lord is going to strike your people, your sons, your wives, and all your possessions with a great calamity; (15) and you will suffer severe sickness, a disease of your bowels, until your bowels come out because of the sickness day by day.” [So immediately he fell to his knees and said, “God, God, forgive me.  I have sinned against You; I have not followed Your ways.  I have not treated You as Holy.”  No!  Yet here is a letter sent by a prophet he knows well, sent by Elijah.  When Elijah wrote, it we do not know, but here is a prophesy before he ever has a disease in his bowels.  Here is a warning from God.]  

As you study in the future you are going to see that when a king, even wicked Manasseh, repents and comes to God, even Ahab at one time asked God for mercy.  He cried to God, and a merciful God heard.  He knows these stories, but he forgets the total dimension of God.  He forgets that God will be treated as holy.  (16) “Then the Lord stirred up against Jehoram the spirit of the Philistines and the Arabs who bordered the Ethiopians; (17) and they came against Judah and invaded it, and carried away all the possessions found in the king’s house together with his sons and his wives, so that no son was left to him except Jehoahaz, the youngest of his sons.” [Ahaziah is his other name.  So He saves him.  Why?  Do you see the goodness of God to this covenant?  And yet the severity of God.  This is what we see.]  

Go to 2 Thessalonians 1:4.  I want you to see a dimension about God that is so important under this first point.   He’s writing to this church, and he wants them to know (4) “we ourselves speak proudly of you among the churches of God for your perseverance and faith in the midst of all your persecutions and afflictions which you endure.” [In other words, I want you to know that I am speaking proudly of you because you have not turned on God, but you have persevered in the midst of affliction.  You have treated God as holy.] (6) “For after all it is only just for God to repay with affliction those who afflict you,” [That’s the severity of God.  You’re suffering right now, but the severity of God is going to fall on those who afflict you.] (7) “and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire, dealing out retribution to those who do not know God.” [Why does God have to deal out retribution?  Because He is holy; because He is righteous, and He could not be righteous if He did not judge sin.]


So what is the application to this first point?  The application is this, beloved, “Be holy; be holy, and treat God as holy, least He has to judge you.”  What is the application?  Listen, as you look at God, as you see His full character, honor Him as God.  You know, in 1 Corinthians 5:5, you have a man who is a member of the church who is committing sexual immorality, and Paul says, “I am telling you, I want you to give him up to Satan for the destruction of his flesh.” [The severity of God.] “that his spirit, his soul, might be saved in the day of Christ.” [The goodness of God.  Do you see it?  We need to tremble.  We need to walk in the midst of this crooked and perverse generation with a fear of God before our eyes.  We need to remember that He is holy, and that He must deal with sin.  And the world is going to laugh at you, but listen; you walk in the fear of God.

The second precept for life is this: #2.  That the word of God will not fall to the earth.  The word of God will not fall to the earth; it will be fulfilled.  Since it will not fall to the earth, and it will be fulfilled, then you are to value His counsel above the counsel of man.  The word of God will not fall to the earth; it will be fulfilled.  Therefore let the word of God be your counselor above the counsel of men.  Now listen, we are turning so much to the counsel of men.  Do you know why?  Because we do not know the word of God.  Because the people out there go from one conference to another conference, and they want this problem solved, and this problem solved, when if they had taken time and walked around God, in His word, and viewed Him from all these aspects, they would have seen the glory.  They would have understood Him, and they would have known where to run.  

Go to 2 Kings 10:10.  Jehu is standing, and he is talking to these people.  He has just had the heads of the king’s sons cut off.  Ahab’s household, their sons, their heads have been cut off.  (10) “Know then that there shall fall to the earth nothing of the word of the Lord, which the Lord  spoke concerning the house of Ahab, for the Lord has done what He spoke through His servant Elijah.” [He is saying, now watch, “The word of God will not fall to the earth; instead, that word of God that has come out of the mouth of God will find its fulfillment.  It will find its fulfillment.”  Oh yes, it has been a number of years, so you think, “Oh, it never happened!”  But today is the day, in 2 Kings 10, when it happened.  God’s word will be fulfilled.]  

Go to 1 Kings 21:17.  Listen to what it says, because this is the word of the Lord that was given.  “Then the word of the Lord came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying, ‘Arise, go down to meet Ahab king of Israel, who is in Samaria;’” [Now, Ahab had already died by 2 Kings 10.  We know he has died, and we know 2 Kings opens up with Ahaziah, his son, taking the throne. So he says, (18) “Arise, go down and meet king Ahab who is in Samaria.”  [Now watch the detail.] “behold, he is in the vineyard of Naboth where he has gone down to take possession of it.”  [Remember, he killed Naboth because he wanted his vineyard, and Jezebel figured out how to do it.] (19) “And you shall speak to him, saying, ‘Thus says the Lord, “Have you murdered, and also taken possession?”  And you shall speak to him, saying, ‘Thus says the Lord, “In the place where the dogs licked up the blood of Naboth the dogs will lick up your blood, even yours.” (20) And Ahab said to Elijah, ‘Have you found me, O my enemy?’  And he answered, ‘I have found you, because you have sold yourself to do evil in the sight of the Lord. (21) Behold, I will bring evil in the sight of the Lord, and will utterly sweep you away, and will cut off form Ahab every male, both bond and free in Israel;’” [Isn’t that what Jehu just did?  That is it exactly.]  “‘and I will make your house like the house of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and like the house of Baasha the son of Ahijah, because of the provocation with which you have provoked Me to anger, and because you have made Israel sin. (23) Of Jezebel also has the Lord spoken, saying, “The dogs will eat Jezebel in the district of Jezreel.” (24) ‘The one belonging to Ahab, who dies in the city, the dog will eat, and the one who dies in the field the birds of heaven will eat.’” [Behold the severity of God.] (25) “Surely there was no one like Ahab who sold himself to do evil in the sight of the Lord, because Jezebel his wife incited him.” [What do you have?  You have a man who has not listened to the word of God, but has listened to his wife, Jezebel.  You have a man who thought he could break the word of God.  You have a man and a people who thought that God’s word had fallen to the ground.  But no, it hasn’t, because Jehu is fulfilling that word.]  

Go to 2 Kings 8:16.  It is talking about Jehoram, the son of Jehoshaphat.  We saw it in Ahab’s life; now see it in Jehoram’s life. (16) “Jehoram the son of Jehoshaphat king of Judah became king.” (17) “He was thirty-two years old when he became king, and he reigned eight years in Jerusalem. (18) He walked in the way of the kings of Israel, just as the house of Ahab had done, for the daughter of Ahab became his wife; and he did evil in the sight of the Lord.” [How did he walk?  Did he walk according to the counsel of God?  No, he did not walk according to the counsel of God.  Yet when you look at this man, who is he?  He is the son of Jehoshaphat, a man who knew God.  You know from 2 Chronicles 20 how well Jehoshaphat knew God, because when the armies came against him, he quoted, and reminded God of who He was, of His character, of His promises to Israel.  Now here is this king who is not following the word of God, but is following the counsel, the way, of his in-laws, because he marries this woman.  He marries this woman, and he walks in those ways.]  

Look at 2 Chronicles 22:1.  Now this is Ahaziah, but this is Ahaziah of the southern kingdom.  This is Ahaziah who is the son of Jehoram.  (1) “Then the inhabitants of Jerusalem made Ahaziah, his (Jehoram’s) youngest son, king in his place, for the band of men who came with the Arabs to the camp had slain all the older sons.” [But because God had made a promise to David, because God’s promises stand because of the goodness of God, the hessed, of God, then God left Jehoram one son, one son to take on, so that David’s lamp would not go out.] “So Ahaziah the son of Jehoram king of Judah began to reign. (2) Ahaziah was twenty-two years old when he became king, and he reigned one year in Jerusalem.  And his mother’s name was Athaliah, the grand-daughter of Omri. (of the dynasty of Omri, from Omri you went to Ahab.)  (3) He also walked in ways of the house of Ahab, for his mother was his counselor to do wickedly. (4) And he did evil in the sight of the Lord like the house of Ahab, for they were his counselors after the death of his father, to his destruction.” [So they became his counselors after his father dies, after Jehoshaphat dies.  You carry that genealogy all the way back to his destruction.] (5) “He also walked according to their counsel, and went with Jehoram the son of Ahab king of Israel to wage war against Hazael king of Aram at Ramoth-gilead.  But the Arameans wounded Joram.”  

What do you see here?  You see a man who is not walking according to the word of God, but he is walking according to the counsel of an ungodly dynasty, an ungodly family, and ungodly relatives.  What is God’s application to us in all of this?  It’s this: let the word of God be your counselor (listen), for it will be your judge.  Let the word of God be your counselor, because the word of God will be your judge.  

In John 12:47, Jesus is speaking, and this is what He says.  “If anyone hears My sayings” [I want to ask you a question.  Are you hearing today what God is saying?  Are you hearing the word of the Lord, beloved?  Are you listening to it in these lives, and in these illustrations, in these instructions, in these examples, that He is giving us in the Old Testament.?] (47) “If anyone hears My sayings, and does not keep them, I do not judge him;” [You say, “Ah, that’s the love of God.  That’s the goodness of God.  I love that.  God’s not going to judge us.  Even if we don’t keep His words, He understands.  There are no absolutes.  Jesus has not put a period yet.  He’s not stopped talking.”  This is what He says.] (47) “I do not judge him, for I did not come to judge the world, but to save the world. (48) He who rejects Me, and does not receive My sayings, has one who judges him; the word I spoke is what will judge him at the last day.”  

So the application, beloved, is with all these human counselors around, and all this advice that is going around, and all that the culture of today is saying to you about life, about morals, about character; listen, if it doesn’t match up with the word of God, don’t listen to it.  Don’t stake your life on it, and I will tell you why.  Because someday the word of God will be your judge.  So you and I are responsible.  But you say, “I don’t have time to study the word of God.”  The word of God will still be your judge, because you are going to say to God, “Your words were not important.  My education, and my business, and my money, and my house, and my wealth, and my welfare, were more important than knowing You, God.”  It will not pass.  We are to be like Joshua 1:7-9.  We are to meditate on His word day and night.  It is not to depart out of our mouth, but we are to observe to do according to all that He has commanded us.  We are to be strong and courageous.  We are not to turn to the right, and we’re not to turn to the left.  Then we will have success; then we will prosper, he says.  “Prosper” there means you’ll fulfill the purpose that God has for you.  

The third thing I want you to see is this.  #3.  Alliances can make or break you.  Listen carefully, especially you young people, alliances can make or break you, so watch the company that you keep.  I want you to go to 2 Kings 10:12.  “Then he (Jehu) arose and departed, and went to Samaria.” [Now Samaria is not always a city. Samaria can be the area of Samaria.  It is used two ways, but he goes to Samaria.] “On the way while he was at Beth-eked of the shepherds, (13) Jehu met the relatives of Ahaziah king of Judah and said, ‘Who are you?’” [Now these are relatives, now watch, relatives of the southern kingdom.  They are relatives of Ahaziah the king of Judah, yet where are they?  They are not in Judah’s territory; they are in the northern kingdom’s territory.  What are they doing there?] “‘Who are you?’  And they answered, ‘We are the relatives of Ahaziah; and we have come down to greet the sons of the king and the sons of the queen mother.’” [In other words, we have come over, and here is one big happy family.  The north and the south together, and we, the relatives of the king, because of the inter-marriage, have come to meet you.  So what do you see here?  You see that here they are making an alliance, right?  They are making this alliance.  You see it in the politics.  You see the alliances that people are making.  They are not always good alliances; they are sometimes compromises, compromises for the sake of getting what they want.  These people came to get something special.  How do they end up?  They are dead.  He puts them to death.  Jehu kills them.] 

(14) “And he said, ‘Take them alive.’  So they took them alive, and killed them at the pit of Beth-eked, forty-two men; and he left none of them.” [Now watch the contrast.  The next person you see in this passage is in v. 15.   “Now when he had departed from there, he met Jehonadab the son of Rechab coming to meet him; and he greeted him and said to him, ‘Is your heart right, as my heart is with your heart?’  And Jehonadab answered, ‘It is.’  Jehu said, ‘If it is, give me your hand.’  And he gave him his hand, and he took him up to him into the chariot. (16) He (Jehu) said, ‘Come with me and see my zeal for the Lord.’  So he made him ride in his chariot.” 

Now who is this man?  When you go to Jeremiah 35:13-14, or read all the way from 35:5-14, but when you go to that chapter, you find out that this man is of a household of a father that said, “Okay, before God we will never drink alcohol.  And before God we will never make a permanent dwelling; we will dwell in tents.”  In Jeremiah 35, they call this household in, and they try to get them to drink alcohol.  And they do not drink it.  We better go there, and just look at it very quickly.  

I want you to see this one verse, Jeremiah 35:12-13.  “Then the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah, saying ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, “Go and say to the man of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, ‘Will you not receive instruction by listening to My words?” declares the Lord. (14) The words of Jonadab the son of Rechab, which he commanded his sons not to drink wine, are observed.  So they do not drink wine to this day, for they have obeyed their father’s command.”’” [Now watch what He says.] “But I have spoken to you again and again; yet you have not listened to Me.” [He says, “Here they are, obeying an ordinary father’s command at their own restriction, so that they can’t drink wine, and they can’t live in these houses; and here they are and yet what are they doing?  They are listening to their father, from one generation to another generation, and you won’t even listen to Me, and I am God.”  So what is God saying?  He is saying this: that alliances can make or break you.  Here were alliances with wrong families; here were alliances with a family.]  


Go to 2 Chronicles18.  Do just a little study, and look at the word “allied”.  (1) “Now Jehoshaphat had great riches and honor; and he allied himself by marriage with Ahab.” [Although he was a good king, he made a mistake.  He made the wrong alliance.  Now listen, that wrong alliance, in a sense, caused his son’s death and his grandson’s death; and it caused the kingdom of Judah to sin greatly, because his son Jehoram made his people sin.  So you see the awfulness of all of it.]  

2 Chronicles 20:35. “After this Jehoshaphat king of Judah allied himself with Ahaziah king of Israel.  He acted wickedly in so doing.” [He acted wickedly.  A prophet comes to him and says, “Because you have allied yourself with Ahaziah, the Lord destroyed your works.” Now listen to me very carefully.  You can be doing fine, and all of a sudden you get an alliance, and all of a sudden your works are destroyed.  I have seen it happen with teenagers over and over and over again.  They get in bad company.]  

1 Corinthians 15:33.  “Do not be deceived:  ‘Bad company corrupts good morals.’” [Listen, the context there is doctrine.  They are believing the wrong teaching, and what you believe is what you live.  That’s why we have to be careful about our alliances.  Who are we aligning ourselves with?  Look at 1 Kings 21:25.  We saw that Ahab had allied himself with Jezebel, and it was Jezebel that led him to do evil.  Go to Isaiah 30:1. “‘Woe to the rebellious children,’ declares the Lord, ‘who executes a plan, but not Mine, and make an alliance, but not of My spirit, in order to add sin to sin.’” [Woe be to those.]  

So what is the application here?  The application is this: don’t be unequally yoked.  You come out from among them.  Have you got that?  Watch your alliances.  In 1 Corinthians15:33, remember, I told you evil companions corrupt good morals.  You looked at 2 Corinthians 6:14.  Go there again, and look at it one more time. “Do not be bound together with unbelievers; for what partnership have righteousness and lawlessness, or what fellowship has light with darkness?”  (16) “Or what agreement has the temple of God with idols?  For we are the temple of the living God; just as God said, ‘I will dwell in them and walk among them; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.’” [Listen, God is in you.  How then can you go and make an ungodly, unholy alliance?  Listen, when you do it, and you start, they will suck you in.  That’s why you are to flee.  That’s why you are to run in the opposite direction.  That’s why you are to do what the next part of that verse says.] (17) “Therefore, come out from their midst (among them) and be separate,” [I have seen people literally—I’m thinking of one right now that I can not tell you, it’s so terrible, but a girl who was raised in a Christian family, a girl who worked in a Christian ministry, a girl who had the opportunity to study the word of God, and then became infatuated with a person, and is now in the pits of hell as a result.  Stopping up her ears, and not listening, but going down, down, and down.  Listen, God wants us to see here that our alliances are so important.  Jehoram got in trouble; Ahaziah got in trouble, because they were allied with this ungodly dynasty, to this ungodly family.  Ahab got in trouble because he allied himself in marriage to Jezebel.  We have got to listen, and we have got to believe God.  

In Proverbs 1:10, he says, “My son, if sinners entice you, do not consent, do not consent.”  Look at v. 11, and what I want you to see is, do not consent, because if you consent, you’re going to be in trouble.  You are going to be caught in a net.  Therefore, Proverbs 1:23 and 33, and listen carefully, here is a sinner enticing you.  You do not consent.  You hold on to the word of God.  You do not let them take you astray, and what is the blessing that will come to you? (23) “Turn to my reproof, behold” [Look at the goodness of God.] “I will pour out my spirit on you; I will make my words known to you.” (33) “But he who listens to me shall live securely, and will be at ease from the dread of evil.” [Why?  Because you have listened to God, because you have clung to God as a waistband clings to the waist of a man.]  

Go to Proverbs 1:24.  Now watch, if you do not listen, if you do not turn at His reproof, if you do allow sinners to entice you, then what will you experience?  (24) “Because I called, and you refused; I stretched out my hand, and no one paid attention; (25) and you neglected all my counsel, and did not want my reproof; (26) I will also laugh at your calamity; I will mock when your dread comes, (27) When your dread comes like a storm, and your calamity comes like a whirlwind, when distress and anguish come upon you. (28) Then they will call on me,” [Now listen to the severity of God.] “but I will not answer; they will seek me diligently, but they will not find me, (29) Because they hated knowledge, and did not choose the fear of the Lord. (30) They would not accept my counsel, they spurned all my reproof. (30) So they shall eat of the fruit of their own way” [Their ways, that’s what you see these men doing.  You see them eating the fruit of their ways, because they would not listen to God, because they allied themselves to the wrong people.  That’s the application.  The application is: do not be unequally yoked; come out from among them; if sinners entice you, do not consent.  Have you got it?  Listen to the word of the Lord, rather than to the word of your peers, or whoever else would go contrary to it.  

This is the last one.  #4.  Partial obedience will erode your legacy.  Partial obedience will erode your legacy.  In other words, if you just partially obey God, if you just kind of serve Him, then the legacy that you’re leaving, the example that you are leaving to your children, to your family, to your peers, it will be eroded, because they will not see someone that loved God with all their heart and soul, etc.  Now you say, “Where do you get that?  Go to 2 Kings 10.  Pete and I were talking about this passage, and he said, “Isn’t this interesting?”  2 Kings 10:28 is talking about Jehu.  “Thus Jehu eradicated Baal out of Israel.” [Awesome!  Awesome!  He destroys the dynasty of Omri, the house of Ahab, and he eradicates the worship of Baal out of Israel.  Now a lot of people have to die in the process, but he cleans house, and it says] (29) “However, as for the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, which he made Israel sin, from these Jehu did not depart, even the golden calves that were at Bethel and that were at Dan.”  [In other words, he did these great things, but it was partial obedience, because he still worshipped the idols.  He still worshipped the idols.]  

(30) “And the Lord said to Jehu, ‘Because you have done well in executing what is right in My eyes, and have done to the house of Ahab according to all that was in My heart, your sons of the fourth generation shall sit on the throne of Israel.’” [That’s the goodness of God.  Now watch.] (31) “But Jehu was not careful to walk in the law of the Lord, the God of Israel, with all his heart; he did not depart from the sins of Jeroboam, which he made Israel sin.  (32) In those days the Lord began to cut off portions from Israel;” [In other words, enemies come and take part of the kingdom, part of the northern kingdom.] “and Hazael defeated them through out the territory of Israel: (33)  from the Jordan eastward; all the land of Gilead, the Gadites and the Reubenites and the Manassites, from Aroer, which is by the valley of the Arnon, even Gilead and Bashan.” [In other words, what did they do?  They took everything east of the Jordan away from them, the enemies did.  Why?  Because Jehu did not fully follow the Lord.  God gave him four sons.  Their legacy would have been that land, but because Jehu did not fully follow the Lord, the land eroded and went to the others.]  

Beloved, I believe that a great portion of people in the church are serving God with partial obedience.  When it is convenient, when it is to their benefit, they serve God; but when push comes to shove, when the crunch comes, they compromise.  I believe that’s why the church is not impacting the world the way it should, because we have had partial obedience.  We have not been impartial to the word of God.  We have had partial obedience, and therefore what has happened is, what we should be occupying (Jesus said, “Occupy until I come.”), what we should be occupying has been taken over by the enemy, and we have not left a godly legacy.  

So what is the application here?  The application is this: that you should love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, with all your strength, and with all your body.  You should love Him, because if you love Him, you will keep His commandments.  

O behold, the goodness and severity of God; severity to those who fall, who fall away; goodness to those who cling to Him, (Jeremiah 13:11) who cling to Him as the waistband clings to the waist of a man, that He might make them be people of praise, and renown, and honor, and glory at His coming, at His coming.  Don’t you want to hear, “Well done”?  I do, I do.  So think upon these men, and just remember that God is not manipulated by us, nor altered by our concept of Him.  He always remains God, and His word will not fall to the ground.  It will be fulfilled.  So keep studying, keep growing, keep paying the price of knowing Him in an in-depth way.  You will never regret it, but listen, it is not just knowing, it is obeying.  

Let’s pray.  Father, thank You for Your word.  Father, seal it to our heart.  Cause us, O God, to remember these precepts of life.  Cause us to remember that You are holy, and that, Father, You will be treated as holy; that you are righteous, and because of Your righteousness, You have to judge sin.  So, Father, may we remember that we can trust Your word.  May we be careful with our alliances, and may we not erode our legacy by compromise.  May we not be like a Jehu, who is used of You to do a great work, and yet who still has idols in his life.  Father, smash them, get rid of them, and Father, may we be captivated out of love, out of love for You.  In Your name we pray.  Amen.
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