
PASSING THE MANTLE – LESSON 4
“It’s the Hour for Men and Women of Courage”

Kay Arthur, Teacher

It’s time, beloved; the hour has come.  It is here for men of courage/women of courage who will come along and strengthen themselves in the Lord.  It is the year 2004, and just this past weekend we watched the Super Bowl.  Unfortunately, many of us didn’t know that the half-time program was sponsored by MTV.  So as my husband was watching the Super Bowl, I saw the half-time program.  I sat there in just utter sickness and disgust.  I don’t know if you saw it, but if you saw it, then you know that it was something that was an abomination unto God.  As I watched that, and as I thought of all that has been going on in our society, as I looked at the fact that we live in an unmoral society (now I know the FCC raised their objection towards what Janet Jackson did in that display), but she came on stage, and even before they ripped off part of her costume and exposed her bare breast, but even before that, it was pornography from the start.  From the very opening of that program it was all suggestive.  It was all sexuality; it was all degradation of a woman and degradation of a man.  

Yet I saw people standing there, and I saw them applauding, and I saw an older woman standing there and applauding.  She knew the camera was on her, and I don’t know if that’s why she did it, but I was just absolutely sickened.  I thought where were those that would not stand up, that would not applaud?  Where were those that would walk away?  Where has the FCC been all this time?  Have they never turned on MTV?  Have they never looked at it?  Don’t we know what is going on?  Beloved, I am telling you that the darkness is because the light has withdrawn.  The darkness is because we have hidden our light under a bushel, and we have not allowed people to see, in the midst of this crooked and perverse generation, a people who are holding forth Jesus’ light, the light of God, in the midst of this crooked and perverse generation.  Somehow I believe that we, as Christians, and all the numbers that we profess to be believers in the United States of America, have lost our salt.  And when the salt loses its savor, it’s good for nothing but to be cast out and trodden under foot of man.  And surely you have seen this in the picture of what you have studied, as you have looked at King Joash, and as you have looked at Jehoiada.  

We want to go now to 2 Chronicles 23:1, and I want us to look and see what God has to teach you and me practically today from the lesson.  I’m sure that, as you did your discussion, a lot of practical application came out.  I was just awed with this study, and we just had the best time when all of us as leaders got together, and we went over that lesson, and talked about its pertinence to today.  2 Chronicles 23:1 says, “Now in the seventh year Jehoiada strengthened himself, and took captains of hundreds: Azariah the son of Jeroham, Ishmael the son of Johanan, Azariah the son of Obed, Maaseiah the son of Adaiah, and Elishophat the son of Zichri, and they entered into a covenant with him.” [Look at that word, “he strengthened himself”.   I want us to look at what it means to “strengthen yourself” in these days.  I want us to look at what it means to take courage.]  

I’m fascinated by this new translation, the English Standard version.  The people from Crossway that produced this Bible wanted to produce it so that it is a word for word translation, and holding to the accuracy of the Words, so that if God says something then He means it all the way through, and He uses the same words.  I was just reading it last night in bed, and it says, “In the seventh year Jehoiada took courage and entered into a covenant.”  He took courage.  What I want you to see is that strength and courage are two words that go together.  And we need, in this day, people that are going to strengthen themselves, people that are going to be courageous for these times.  

I would like to review the story with you from 2 Chronicles.  You remember now that the king has died; Ahaziah has been put to death.  When Ahaziah is put to death his mother, the queen mother, comes along and kills all the others.  She puts them to death so that she can finally mount the throne.  Her puppet, her son, whom she had counseled, is no longer there, so she doesn’t want anyone to rule.  So she comes, and she takes power, and she thinks she gets everyone.  2 Chronicles.22:11 says, “But Jehoshabeath the king’s daughter took Joash the son of Ahaziah, and stole him from among the king’s sons who were being put to death, and placed him and his nurse in the bedroom.  So Jehoshabeath, the daughter of King Jehoram, the wife of Jehoiada the priest (for she was the sister of Ahaziah), hid him from Athaliah so that she would not put him to death. (12) He was hidden with them in the house of God six years while Athaliah reigned over the land.”


(23:1) “Now in the seventh year,” [We know from figuring all of this out, and the fact that he reigned for forty years, that he was just one year old when Queen Athaliah was putting everyone to death.  So at the age of one, they take this boy, and they hide him in the temple of God.  And when they hide him in the temple of God with his nurse, he grows for six years, until he is seven years old.  Then Jehoiada knows the hour has come, and what does he do?  He strengthens himself, and as he strengthens himself, he has a plan.  He has a strategy.  He gathers all these men together, and they bring in people, and they make a covenant.]


(3) “Then all the assembly made a covenant with the king in the house of God.  And Jehoiada said to them, ‘Behold, the king’s son shall reign, as the Lord has spoken concerning the sons of David.’” [Why is this man moving?  Why is this the hour?  Why is this the time?  Well, if you go back and study the history of this man, and you put all the Scriptures together, you know that he died when he was 130 years old.  We know he was living during the twenty-third year of the reign of Joash.  In other words, as Joash grows up, and in his twenty-third year when he gets ready to repair the temple, and sees that the temple hasn’t been taken care of, we know the action that he takes, because we’ve studied this.  So if you stop and you begin to do the math on all of this, who is this man, (whose name I have trouble pronouncing)?  Who is Jehoiada?  Who is he?  He is a priest that was, in all probability, living right after the kingdom divided.  When did the kingdom divide?  After David, and after Solomon, the kingdom divided; it divided into the north, and it divided into the south.  Do you remember why it divided?  It divided because the children of Israel, because Solomon, had gone after other wives, and he had brought idolatry into the land, and therefore God told him before he died, “I am going to tear the kingdom from you.”  And He divided into ten tribes in the north and two tribes in the south.  That happened in 931 B.C.]  

Then what happened?  His son Rehoboam took the southern kingdom, the kingdom of Judah.  But who was given the northern kingdom?  Jeroboam.  And what did Jeroboam do in order to solidify his kingdom, and out of the fear that the ten northern tribes would go down to Jerusalem three times a year and celebrate the feast, as God had commanded?  He made himself two golden calves, and he said, “These are your gods.”  They believed him, and they bowed down, and they worshiped those gods—because it was convenient.  It was a convenient, easy religion.  So, in all probability, Jehoiada’s parents were there when the kingdom was divided.  They were there, in all probability, before that, when Solomon dedicated the temple, or at least maybe his grandparents were.  Here is a man we haven’t heard anything about, and yet, in all probability, he’s been living around 930 B.C. (and maybe a little less than that), since that time he has been living.  He has been under the kings.  He has been under Asa; he has been under Jehoshaphat.  He has seen these godly kings; he has seen ungodly kings.  He has seen Jehoram; he has seen Ahaziah.  He has seen ungodly kings rule, and yet we have never heard anything about him.  Not until this time does he appear on the scene.  

Why does he appear on the scene?  Why does he move with the plan and with the strategy?  He moves with a plan and a strategy because it is the will of God.  It is the covenant of God with David that a woman was not to sit on the throne, but a descendant of David was to sit on the throne.  That’s why he moves.  Now I want to ask you a question: is it a time for us to move?  Is it a time for us to have courage?  Is it a time for us to strengthen ourselves?   Do we see our nation going down the drain?  Do we?  Do we see us morally failing, and the darkness increasing and increasing, and getting worse, and worse, and worse, and the immorality more and more blatant?  Do we see it?  Then it is time for us to rise up.  It is time for us to see that this is the hour.  This is the hour for us to be salty salt.  This is the hour for us to get our light out from under a bushel, and put it on a lamp stand so that men might see our good works, and glorify our Father which is in Heaven.  This is time for us to hold forth the word of God in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation.  It is time, beloved.  It is time.  


This is what you see in this priest.  You see a priest that has been doing his duty all this time.  You have never heard of him before, but now, because things are not as they ought to be, somebody has to step forth.  Somebody has to take action, and so he strengthens himself.  He strengthens himself, and he moves forward to do what God has called him to do.  

I want us to look at what it means to be strong, and what it means to take courage.  Now, we have seen that phrase, and we are going to go back and look at it in just a minute.  But I want you to look at two different words that are used, and sometimes they are translated both ways.  But the word amats is a word that is translated “strong.”  It means “to be alert, physically and mentally; you do not fall apart.”  So when you and I see things like we saw, and the things that are going on, it is not the time for us to just sit there and wring our hands, and say, “O woe is us.  We are all going to hell.  Our society is going down, and there is nothing I can do about it.”  It is the time to get on your knees.  It is the time to be strong, to strengthen yourself physically, to strengthen yourself mentally.  Did this man do it?  Did Jehoiada do it?  Yes.  How do you know that he did it?  


Let’s go back, and let’s look at 2 Chronicles 23.  In v. 1, before he ever reveals the king, he gets these captains of hundreds, and he lists the names of these men.  Now listen, it is fun to hear your name.  It is exciting, when you have shared something, to have another person say, “You know, the other day I was listening to Bunny, and I heard Bunny share this, and it was so profound to me.”  The minute you say “Bunny”, did I get your ear?  Yeah, you get the person’s ear.  It’s exciting to know that when you have done something, it is recorded in a book.  I want you to know that you and I may never see our name in print in a published book, but God is recording our names in a book.  

Go to Malachi 3:13-14.  (Ma-lach’-i, the Italian prophet.)  “‘Your words have been arrogant against me,’ says the Lord.  Yet you say, ‘What have we spoken against You?’ (14) You have said, ‘It is vain to serve God; and what profit is it that we have kept His charge, and that we have walked in mourning before the Lord of hosts?’”  [Listen, we have been towing the line, and God hasn’t done anything.  It hasn’t profited us at all.  Whether it ever profits you or not, listen, whether it ever profits you or not, He is God, and because He is God and because you are man, you are to tow the line, whether you ever see a reward or not.  Now, they weren’t really serving the Lord the way they should have been.]


(15) “‘So now we call the arrogant blessed; not only are the doers of wickedness built up, but thy also test God and escape.’” [Listen, when Janet Jackson and Justin Timberlake pulled that little stunt, they didn’t get away with it, did they?  They did not get away with it.  She had to come back on television, and she had to apologize.  And yet, when you look at our society, even when you look at so call “Christendom”, and you look at a lot of people on television, you look at the luxurious lifestyle they have.  (Husband driving a hundred seven thousand dollar car, houses for all the kids, all this luxury, buying an eleven thousand dollar clock, spending hundreds of thousands of dollars for furniture for an office, and things like this.)  You look at it, and think, “How are they getting away with it?”  I think, “Lord, how do they get away with it?” when here we don’t want to build anything.  We just want to take the money, and we want to reach the people, and we want to put the books in their hands.  And you look at today, and you look at the way people flaunt themselves and flaunt their sin, and it’s like the arrogant are blessed, isn’t it?  It’s like you can sin, and you can get away with it.  But listen, God is keeping a book.  God’s keeping a book.  Your name may not appear in print anywhere else, but these men, their names appeared here in the word of God.  In other words, these were such valiant men that God put down their name, so that it was not just Jehoiada standing their by himself, but he had amassed others, and put them in a covenant with him.]  

Look at Malachi 3:15. “‘So now we call the arrogant blessed; not only are the doers of wickedness built up but they also test God and escape.  (16) Then those who feared the Lord spoke to one another, and the Lord gave attention and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before Him for those who fear the Lord and who esteem His name.’” [Listen, your name is in a book; your name is in a book.  It is a book of remembrance, because you are fearing God, because you are esteeming His name.  Your name is being recorded in the only book that really counts, and that’s the book that God reads.]


(17) “‘They will be Mine’, says the Lord of Hosts, ‘on the day that I prepare My own possession, and I will spare them as a man spares his own son who serves him. (18) So you will again distinguish between the righteous and the wicked,’” [Now, are we distinguishing between the righteous and the wicked?  Are we distinguishing so that we dress differently, so that we talk differently, so that we act differently, so that we behave differently?  Are we?  Are people able to tell that we’re not of the world, but that we belong to a different master?  Are they able to see it in our countenance?  Are they able to hear it in our conversation?  Are they able to observe it in the way that we conduct ourselves?]  

(18) “‘So you will again distinguish between the righteous and the wicked, between one who serves God and one who does not serve Him (God).’” [What does Jehoiaha do?  He gets all these men around him, and they enter into a covenant.  Now watch, here is a man who is strengthening himself; here is a man who is being mentally alert.  Here is a man who is going to take a king that Althalia thinks that she has killed (she thinks she has wiped out all the descendants of David, all the royal descendants of David), and he’s about to take this king and present him to the people, and say, “This is your king.”  But he is not going to do it rashly, do you understand?  So when you are strong, and when you are courageous, when you strengthen yourself (and we are just looking at amats right now, because that’s the word here), but when you strengthen yourself, it means that you have got it together, not only physically, but you have got it together mentally.  You just don’t run out and say, “Stop, this is bad.  It has got to stop,” but you have a strategy.  

2 Chronicles 23:2.  “They went throughout Judah and gathered the Levites from all the cities of Judah, and the heads of the fathers’ households of Israel, and they came to Jerusalem. (3) Then all the assembly made a covenant with the king in the house of God” (4) ‘This is the thing which you shall do.’” [And he has a strategy. They’ve said, “Okay, here’s the king; we see him.  He is going to reign.  This is according to the word of God.”]  (4) “‘This is the thing which you shall do: one third of you, of the priests and Levites who come in on the sabbath, shall be gate keepers, (5) and one third shall be at the king’s house, and a third at the Gate of the Foundation; and all the people shall be in the courts of the house of the Lord. (6) But let no one enter the house of the Lord except the priests and the ministering Levites; they may enter, for they are holy.” 

Now watch what you learn here.  If you are going to strengthen yourself, if you’re going to be God’s man/God’s woman of courage for this hour, #1 - It has to be according to the word of God.  The action that you take cannot go against the word of God.  So, in this strategy, what is he saying?  He’s saying, “These people can come this far, but only the Levites, only those who are holy, can go into the rest of the temple.”  So he has a strategy here.  He is going to do it according to the book.  

#2 - He’s going to have a plan. We have already seen that.  He’s going to have a plan, a plan that he is going to execute very clearly.  (7) “‘And the Levites will surround the king, each man with his weapons in his hand; and whoever enters the house, let him be killed.” [So, we have got a strategy.  “If anybody comes into the house,” into what house?  Into the house of the Lord.  He is to be killed, because that is the law.  So he is going to do it biblically, and he’s going to have the strategy.] “Thus be with the king when he comes in and when he goes out. (8) So the Levites and all Judah did according to all that Jehoiada the priest commanded.  And each one of them took his men who were to come in on the sabbath, with those who were to go out on the sabbath, for Jehoiada the priest did not dismiss any of the divisions. (9) Then Jehoiada the priest gave to the captains of hundreds the spears and the large and small shields which had been King David’s, which were in the house of God.” [If you are going to be strong, if you are going to stand, if you are going to strengthen yourself, if you are going to be courageous, #1 - You have to do it biblically, as we saw.  #2 - You need a strategy in order to do it, you need a plan in order to do it.  

#3 - You need the equipment to do it.  Do you see?  He’s giving the spears; he’s getting the shields.  So if you get ready to go out and to stand in your neighborhood, and stand courageously, and say, “Hey, there is something that has moved into this neighborhood (not a person, I’m not talking about a person), there is something, an establishment, that has moved into this neighborhood that we don’t want here, because it is polluting our children.  This is what’s happened in the city, and it is corrupting us.” Or, “This is what’s happening on our local television station; or this is what’s being shown in our theaters.  It is time for us to be strong.  It’s time for us to be courageous.  It is time for us to let our voice be heard.  It is the time.  It is the hour.”  But you don’t just go up and lambaste the person at the movie theater, or the manager at the theater.  You have a strategy, and you get this strategy from God.  You know that it is God’s timing.  You’re going to do it in a Christ-like way.  You’re going to do it according to the Book, and that means you have to be Christ-like.  You’re going to have a plan.  You’re going to get others to come along with you.  And then you are going to get whatever resources you need, in order to carry out what God wants you to carry out, in order to accomplish His purpose.  We have seen it in trying to get prayer back into the school.  We have seen it in anti-abortion things.  We have seen a strategy.  It is time beloved for you and I to rise up; it is for you and I to stand.  It is time to be strong; it is time to be courageous.  

Well, you know the story, and you know what happens in v. 9.  “Then Jehoiada the priest gave to the captains of hundreds the spears and the large and small shields”.  (10) And he stationed all the people, each man with his weapon in his hand…” (11) “Then they brought out the king’s son and put the crown on him, and gave him the testimony and made him king.” [Now what is that testimony?  In all probability, that testimony is what Deuteronomy 17 talks about.  It’s the copy of the law.  Yes, the king was to write his own copy of the law, but the boy was only seven years old, so they gave him the testimony.  They gave him the copy of the word of God, so that he, according to Deuteronomy, would know how to lead the people.] “And Jehoiada and his sons anointed him and said, ‘Long live the king!’ (12) When Athaliah heard the noise of the people running and praising the king, she came into the house of the Lord…” (13) “Then Athaliah tore her clothes and said, ‘Treason! Treason!’” (14) “Jehoiada the priest brought out the captains of hundreds who were appointed over the army, and said to them, ‘Bring her out between the ranks; and whoever follows her, put to death with the sword.’” [Why?  Because this is a person who is opposed to the word of God.] “For the priest said, ‘Let her not be put to death in the house of the Lord.” [So all the way through you see him honoring the word of God.  It would not honor God to put her to death in the house of the Lord.  So you see him executing all of this.]  

(24:1) “Joash was seven years old when he became king, and he reigned forty years in Jerusalem;” [So he died at the age of forty-seven.  He became king in 835 B.C.  He died about 796 B.C. (Remember, the calendar goes down.)] (2) “And Joash did what was right in the sight of the Lord all the days of Jehoiada the priest.” [Isn’t that an interesting statement?  He did right all the days that the priest lived.  But when the priest died, what happened to Joash?  Well, come over to 24:15.] (15) “Now when Jehoiada reached a ripe old age he died; he was one hundred and thirty years old at his death. (16) And they buried him in the city of David among the kings because he had done well in Israel and to God and His house. (17) But after the death of Jehoiada the officials of Judah came and bowed down to the king and the king listened to them.”  

Let me ask you a question.  Was Joash, at one time, strong?  Had Joash, at one time, strengthened himself in the word of God?  Had he carried out the word of God?  The answer is, “Yes he did.”  Because when he came to power in the twenty-seventh year of his reign, he had been brought up in that temple.  He knew the disarray of that temple; he had the testimony.  He had Jehoiada who had taught him all these years.  So when he looked at the temple, he said, “The temple shouldn’t be like that.”  Was he strong?  Did he strengthen himself?  Was he courageous?  Yes, he was, because what did he do?  He went and got those priests, and he got Jehoiada, and he said, “Look, things are not going the way I wanted them to go, and this is what I want you to do.”  So he rebuilt the temple.  He didn’t use the money for himself.  He had been strong, and he had been courageous, so to speak, up to a point.  But when his mentor died there were other voices, other men, who were whispering in his ear.  Other men that were talking to him, and it happened just as in the days Rehoboam.  Remember when Solomon died and Rehoboam took the kingdom?  And remember when he went to the elders, and the elders said, “This is what you should do.”  He went to the young men, and they said, “Don’t give in to these people.  Tell them your little finger is stronger than all of your father, and what he did.”  And he listened to the wrong advice.  If you are going to be strong, and if you are going to be courageous, listen, you have got to cling to God.  You get a hold of God, and you get a hold of the word of God, and you do not let go.  You don’t let go.  You never change, you never alter, you persevere, and you do not let go, no matter who’s whispering in your ear, no matter what you are hearing.  “Evil companions corrupt good morals.” (1 Corinthians 15:33.)  Evil companions corrupt good morals.  That’s in the context of doctrine.   It’s found right in the passage where you have people teaching the wrong teaching on the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  So you and I need to remember this.  So he listens to these men, and what happens?  

(24:18) “They abandoned the house of the Lord, the God of their fathers, and served the Asherim and the idols; so wrath came upon Judah and Jerusalem for this their guilt.” [Yet look at the long suffering of God.] (19) “Yet He sent prophets to them to bring them back to the Lord;” [Yet prophets came; prophets came and spoke, and here he is.  He has had the up bringing of this godly, godly priest.  He has the princes of Judah whispering the wrong things in his ear.  He’s listening to them, yet God does not stop speaking.  He sends a prophet, a prophet to speak, a prophet to speak out.  You and I, beloved, as we look at passing the mantle, it says that when the Spirit comes upon us (we will study it thoroughly when we study the book of Joel), but when the Spirit comes upon us, we, your young men and your old men, and your young women shall prophesy.  I don’t believe that prophesy is predicting the future, but I believe prophesying is speaking for God.  I believe it is saying what God is saying—at  that time, and in this time.  

I believe that what God is saying to you and to me is that it is time for us to be strong.  It is time for us to be courageous.  It is time for us to hold forth the word of God in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation.  It may be one on one, or it may be larger than that, but whatever, you and I are to do it.  Listen, why is wickedness prevailing?  It is prevailing because good men are doing nothing.  Why can the ACLU just turn the tide of our society when there are so many of us in this country that profess to hold a different standard, who profess to have a fear of God?  Why can they do that?  It’s because we are not being strong.  It’s because we are not being courageous.  It’s because we are not being what God has called us to do.

(19) “So He sent prophets to bring them back to the Lord; though they testified against them, they would not listen.” [They plugged up their ears.] (20) “Then the Spirit of God came on Zechariah the son of Jehoiada the priest; and he stood above the people and said to them, ‘Thus God has said, “Why do you transgress the commandments of the Lord and do not prosper?  Because you have forsaken the Lord, He has also forsaken you.”’” [Have you got it?  Here is a son of Jehoiada raised, in all probability, as a playmate of Joash.  Here is a man that has had the same benefits that Joash has.  Surely, surely, Jehoiada wanted that king to be a godly man.  Surely that’s why that young king knew that he had to repair the temple.  Surely that’s why that young king served the Lord all the days that his mentor, his teacher, lived.  But here you have two men, now listen, look at yourself, where do you stand?  Where do you stand?  What are you like?  Are you a Joash, or are you a Zechariah?  You say, “But Joash lived, and Zechariah was killed.”  That’s right, he was killed.  But remember, there is a book written.  And remember, we have the account right here, and every since this Bible everybody has read the account, the account of a valiant man, and a man who listened to the society and went the way of the culture.   

What are you going to be?  Are you going to strengthen yourself?  Are you going to be strong?  Are you going to be courageous?  Are you going to stand?] (21) “So they conspired against him and at the command of the king they stoned him to death in the court of the house of the Lord.” [When Joash was made king, he (Jehoiada) would not let them do that to Queen Athaliah.  It was the house of the Lord.  But look at what has happened with this man.  He has been raised for all these years.  He has been under the influence of this godly man, and yet, all of a sudden, because of who he is listening to, because the salt is gone, so to speak, out of his life, because the light has been blown out.  As Jehoiada held forth the word of God, the light, because it is gone, now he is listening to the others until God turns the light back on.  And He turns the light back on, because Zechariah rises up as a courageous man, as a strong man to stand for God.  Right?  It cost him his life.  You say, “Yeah, and look, he dies.”  Listen, beloved, there are some things that are worth dying for.  And if they are worth living for, they are worth dying for, and this life is not the end of it all.  He has a book of remembrance.  He is coming, and He is going to bring His reward with Him.  

(24:21) “So they conspired against him… and stoned him to death.” (22) “Thus Joash the king did not remember the kindness which his father Jehoiada had shown him, but he murdered his son.  And as he died he said, ‘May the Lord see and avenge!’” [Did God see?  Yes.  And did God avenge?  Yes, because this man then is wounded by an army that God brings against him, and has not only wounded by the army, but v. 24 says,] “Indeed the army of the Arameans came with a small number of men; yet the Lord delivered a very great army into their hands, because they had forsaken the Lord, the God of their fathers.  Thus they executed judgment on Joash.” [Listen, God rules.  His sovereignty rules over all, and you are not going to get away having known God, having walked with God, having been put into that position by God, and then turning your back on God.] (25) “And when they had departed from him (for they left him very sick), his own servants conspired against him because of the blood of the son of Jehoiada the priest, and murdered him on his bed.  So he died, and they buried him in the city of David, but they did not bury him in the tombs of the kings.” [Yet where had they buried his mentor?  Where had they buried the priest?  In the tombs of the kings, because of what he had done.  

Beloved, God is looking for people who will be strong, who will be courageous, who will strengthen themselves, who will keep themselves physically and mentally alert, and stand, and get a grip on God, and hang on to God all the days of your life; and not turn to, and not fail Him, and not listen to the culture.  We are to listen to one, and the one that we are to listen to, beloved, is God.  As long as you listen to Him, as long as you cling to Him (Jeremiah 13:11a), “As long as you cling to Him as the waistband clings to the waist of a man”, you will be found a man/woman of renown and of glory, because the renown and glory comes from the God who sees us who are strong and courageous.  

Now, I want to give you six insights into strength and courage, strength and courage that turn the tide of history.  I want to give you the word for strong.  It is chazaq.  That word is a primitive root, and it means (as  I taught you in Joshua), it means “to fasten on.”  It means to seize; it means to hold to; it means to not let go of.  And you will find strong (amats) and chazaq together many times, strong and courageous.  Now where does strength and courage come from?  
     #1 – It comes from the word of God.  Go to Joshua 1:7-8, where God is speaking to Joshua.  “Only be strong and very courageous; be careful to do according to all the law which Moses My servant commanded you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, so that you may have success wherever you go. (8) This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night.” [I want to commend you, beloved.  I want to commend you for studying the word of God.  I want to commend you for due diligence to study, to discipline yourself, because you are getting the word of God that is able to make you strong and courageous.  If you are going to be courageous, then you have to fasten on to something.  What do you fasten on to?  You fasten on to truth.  You hold truth.  You get a hold of it, and you do not let it go.]  

Go to Psalm 27:1.  “The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?  The Lord is the defense of my life; whom shall I dread?” (5) “For in the day of trouble He will conceal me in His tabernacle; in the secret place of His tent He will hide me; He will lift me up on a rock. (6) And now my head will be lifted up above my enemies around me; and I will offer in His tent sacrifices with shouts of joy; I will sing, yes, I will sing praises to the Lord.” (8) “When You said, ‘Seek My face,’ my heart said to You, ‘Your face, O Lord, I shall seek.’ (9) Do not hide Your face from me, do not turn Your servant away in anger; You have been my help; do not abandon me nor forsake me, O God of my salvation!” (11) “Teach me Your way, O Lord, and lead me in a level path, because of my foes.” (13) “I would have despaired unless I had believed that I would see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living.” [Now watch what it says.  You see all this knowledge of God.] (14) “Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; yes, wait for the Lord.” 

Go back to 2 Chronicles15:8, and you find Asa.  Asa is being told to seek the Lord, and that the Lord is with you when you are with Him.” (2) “And if you seek Him, He will let you find Him; but if you forsake Him, He will forsake you.” (7) “‘But you, be strong and do not lose courage, for there is reward for your work.’ (8) Now when Asa heard these words and the prophecy which Azariah the son of Oded the prophet spoke, he took courage and removed the abominable idols.” [So you see is that courage and strength come from the word of God.  And you are on the right path.]
     #2- Courage and strength are a matter of the heart.  When you look at being strong and courage, you find the heart involved.  Go to 2 Samuel 7.  David has been told by God that he is going to have someone that is going to sit on his throne forever. (27)“For you, O Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, have made a revelation to Your servant, saying, ‘I will build you a house;’ therefore Your servant has found courage to pray this prayer to You.  (28) And now, O Lord God, You are God, and Your words are truth, and You have promised this good thing to Your servant.” [I forgot—go back to v.21.] (21) “For the sake of Your word, and according to Your own heart, You have done all this greatness to let Your servant know.” [So it’s a matter of the heart.]  

Go to Psalm 31:24.  “Be strong, and let your heart take courage, all you who hope in the Lord.” [So what do you have to do?  Courage is a matter of the heart (and you are going to see this next week).  It’s not a matter of just hearing; it’s not a matter of just thinking; it’s not a matter of just seeing.  It is a matter of getting it into your heart.  This is what you have to do, and this is why he talks about loving God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength.]  

Look at Isaiah 35:4. “Say to those with anxious heart, ‘Take courage, fear not.’” [So if you have an anxious heart, then to be strong and courageous is a matter of the heart, so you take heart.  You get rid of that anxious heart.  You take heart, because you know what the word of God has to say.]
     #3 - To be strong and courageous is to get strength that is needed for action.  Haggai 2:1 says, “On the twenty-first of the seventh month, the word of the Lord came by Haggai the prophet saying, (2) ‘Speak now to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and to the remnant of the people saying, (3) “Who is left among you who saw this temple in its former glory?  And how do you see it now?  Does it not seem to you like nothing in comparison?” [They have just rebuilt the temple, and it is nothing compared to Solomon’s temple.] (4) “But now take courage, Zerubbabel,” declares the Lord, “take courage also, Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and all you people of the land take courage,” declares the Lord, “and work.”’” [So you need to know that courage gives you strength for action.  

In Matthew 9:2, Jesus has gone into his own city, which was Capernaum.)  “And they brought to Him a paralytic, lying on a bed.  Seeing their faith, Jesus said to the paralytic, ‘Take courage, son, your sins are forgiven.’” [It is interesting that He sees a person in this weakened state, and what does He say to them?  Take courage.] (22) “But Jesus turning and seeing her, said, ‘Daughter, take courage; your faith has made you well.’”  [Listen, courage strengthens you.  Courage gives you perseverance so that you can keep on going.]  
     #4 – Then when you act courageous, it gives courage to others.  See, there were lots of other men that joined Jehoiada, but he was the one who strengthened himself.  He was the one who called others and gave them the courage.  In Philippians 1:13-14, as you look at Paul, he is telling about his imprisonment in the cause of Christ, and how it has become well known throughout the whole praetorian guard and to everyone else.  (14) “and that most of the brethren, trusting in the Lord because of my imprisonment, have far more courage to speak the word of God without fear.” [Did Zechariah give courage to others after Joash killed him?  Yes, Zechariah in his death, in his stand, gave courage to the men that put Joash to death, because they had shed his blood.  You and I need to know that, down through the ages, you find others taking courage.  You find them going to the stake.  You find them standing against kings and church prelates, and saying, “I’m sorry; I can not, I will not recant.”  “Here,” Luther said, “I take my stand.  It’s on the word of God.”  So others see this, and they come along, and they have courage.

     #5 – Courage is rewarded by God.  I’m just going to give you the verse, and its 2 Chronicles 15:7.  It says, “Asa, your courage is going to be rewarded.”  So courage is rewarded by God.
     #6 – Courage will take you through death.  In 2 Corinthians 5:6-8, Paul says, “Therefore, being always of good courage, and knowing that while we are at home in the body we are absent from the Lord— (7) for we walk by faith, not by sight.” [In other words courage will take you through death.]
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