PASSING THE MANTLE – LESSON 5
“Truth!  You’ve Heard It, Seen It, But Has It Gripped Your Heart?”
Kay Arthur, Teacher

Truth—God’s word is truth.  It, in a sense, is reality.  Now, you can hear it here, and you can think it here, and you can see it here.  You can see it in the book.  You can see it in other people’s lives.  You can see it through history.  But the question is: what are you going to do with it here?  I want to talk to you today about loving God with all your heart.  You and I know, because we have seen the Scripture, in the days of Asa, how the eyes of the Lord ran to and fro throughout the whole earth looking for a man/a woman whose heart was fully His, so that He might show Himself strong on his behalf.  

We’re going to look today at Kings and Chronicles; we’re going to look at what you studied.  We’re going to see people who heard it here, who knew it in their mind (they had it in their mind), who saw it here with their own eyes, but somehow it did not grip their whole heart. And the question is: why?  You know, I have been on my knees, and I have talked to God about this, and I have thought, “God, I so desperately, desperately want to have a heart that is fully Yours.  And I don’t ever want to start out well and then finish in a disaster.  I don’t want to shame You.  I want to be a woman of God.”  When you get to be my age, when you get to be seventy years of age, then you start thinking, because you are about to step into eternity.  I’m in the last—whatever, maybe the last quarter of this life, I don’t know.  But I’m in the end of my days, and as I’m in the end of my days, and those—maybe one more day.  It may be years; it may be twenty-five years more.  Who knows?  I could live to be that old, because my grandmother did.  But I want to finish well.  I know that I have the Spirit of God on me.  I know that I have His mantle, but I don’t want to quench His Spirit.  I don’t want to grieve His Spirit.  I want to finish well.  That’s what I want to talk to you about as we look at 2 Kings.  

Go to 2 Kings 13.  For the past five weeks, including this week, we have been studying 2 Kings.  And all these weeks, as we’ve gone through, and we’ve looked at the kings, we’ve marked, “He did evil in the sight of the Lord”; or “He did right in the sight of the Lord;” “He walked in the ways of Jeroboam;” or “He walked in the ways of the Lord.”  So we have seen, over and over again, a group of kings that either did evil, or did good in the sight of the Lord.  When we go to 2 Kings 13, watch, and we are going to see them again.  These are the kings that you studied.  (1) “In the twenty-third year of Joash the son of Ahaziah, king of Judah, Jehoahaz the son of Jehu became king” [Now remember, we have seen the demise of Jehu.] “He became king over Israel at Samaria, and he reigned seventeen years. (2) And he did evil in the sight of the Lord,” [Now watch—he did evil,] “and followed the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, with which he made Israel sin; he did not turn from them. (3) So the anger of the Lord was kindled against Israel, and He gave them continually into the hand of Hazael king of Aram, and into the hand of Ben-hadad the son of Hazael.” [Here is God responding to their disobedience, to the fact that they are doing evil.]  


Now go to 2 Kings 13:9.  “And Jehoahaz slept with his fathers, and they buried him in Samaria; and Joash his son became king in his place.” [Now this would be the grandson of Jehu.  So we are two removed from Jehu now.]  (10) “In the thirty-seventh year of Joash king of Judah, Jehoash the son of Jehoahaz, became king over Israel in Samaria, and reigned sixteen years. (11) He did evil in the sight of the Lord; he did not turn away from all the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, with which he made Israel sin, but he walked in them.” [So you can see that his heart does not belong to God.  Yet, look at what he tells us.]  (13) “So Joash slept with his fathers, and Jeroboam sat on his throne; and Joash was buried in Samaria with the kings of Israel.” [So he takes us through his life, very briefly, and then he stops, and what is he going to do?  We’ve studied it; we’ve discussed it.  He goes back, and he tells us about his encounter with Elisha.  Here is a man, here is a king, who does evil in the sight of the Lord, and yet he’s the king that goes to the prophet Elisha when Elisha is dying.  Elisha is dying because of an illness.  (That’s interesting, isn’t it, for those that say that God heals all the time, because here is a man of God.  We’ve never seen him do anything but be a man of God.)] (14) “When Elisha became sick with the illness of which he was to die, Joash the king of Israel came down to him and wept over him, and said, ‘My father, my father, the chariots of Israel and its horsemen!’” [Then Elisha tells him what to do, and you have studied it already.  Elisha tells him to pull his bow out, and he tells him how he is going to conquer the king of Aram.  Then he has him take these arrows and stomp the ground with them.  He is upset with him, because he only stomps the ground three times.  He said, “Why didn’t you do it five or six times?”  He says, “Because then you would have totally defeated the king of Aram.” [Now watch, here is a man that has been confronted with truth, with reality.  Here is a man who has heard the word of the Lord. Here is a man who has the word of the Lord, so to speak, in his mind.  He knows Elisha.  He has heard Elisha.  Here is a man who has seen the works, and heard of the works of Elisha, and yet look at his heart.  Look at his heart.  He sees it come to pass what Elisha said.] 

Look at 13:25.  “Then Jehoash the son of Jehoahaz took again from the hand of Ben-hadad the son of Hazael the cities which he had taken in war from the hand of Johoahoz his father.  Three times Joash defeated him and recovered the cities of Israel.” [Why?  Why did he recover the cities of Israel?  He recovered the cities of Israel because Elisha said, “This is what you are going to do.”  He had heard a man of God.  He had heard the word of God.  And this was some time in his lifetime, and yet, what do we know about his lifetime?  We know that this man did evil in the sight of the Lord.]  

I want to ask you a question.  Have you ever met anyone at church, have you ever met anybody who was raised, so to speak, in church, and you talked to them, and you find out they are not listening to God, that they are not walking in the ways of God?  Yes, they know that there is a God.  Yes, they have seen with their own eyes the work of God.  They have heard of it, and they have some knowledge of God in their mind, and yet their heart is just like stone.  It is as hard as a flint.  You wonder why.  Why?  Why are people like this?  Do you wonder?  I wonder.  I think, “How can they be like this when they know.”  It’s not as if they are in some dark area of the world, or some Muslim area of the world, where they haven’t heard the gospel of Jesus Christ.  These are people that have heard, but they have not believed.  Why did Joash, and others, not do right?  Why do some start well and end ignominiously?  How do they end that way?  Well, I want to know, and I believe you want to know also.  I believe the problem is a matter of the heart.  I believe you can hear, you can know, you can see, yet it is a matter of the heart.  

I want us to go to Hebrews 3, because I think that, in this passage, God brings it out to us very, very clearly that it is a problem of our hearts when we hear truths, when we see the reality of the move of God, or the word of God, coming to pass, and yet we don’t even want to believe it.  In Hebrews 3, he’s talking about Moses being faithful over his house, and he’s talking about him as the head of the old covenant, and then Christ being faithful over His house. (6) “But Christ was faithful as a Son over His house whose house we are, if we hold fast our confidence and the boast of our hope firm until the end.” [Perseverance, beloved, perseverance is the evidence of your salvation.  It’s not the means of salvation, but perseverance is the evidence of your salvation.  Now, can you belong to God and still walk in such a way that your heart is not always fully His?  I believe that you probably can, but I want to tell you something, I don’t want to find out.  I do not want to find out.]  

He goes on to say, and watch the mention of the heart, (7) “Therefore, just as the Holy Spirit says, ‘Today if you hear His voice, (8) do not harden your hearts as when they provoked Me, as in the day of trial in the wilderness, (9) where your fathers tried Me’” [God is speaking, The Spirit is speaking.] “‘by testing Me, and saw My works for forty years, (10) therefore I was angry with this generation,’” [I looked down at this generation, and God was angry with this generation.  Now, why was He angry with them?  A holy, righteous God, a loving God, being angry?  Yes, because His holiness and His righteousness deem that he cannot tolerate sin.  And He said, “I was angry with this generation, and I said this.”  Look at the Scripture.]  “‘“they always go astray in their hearts,”’” [Where is the problem?  It’s not in the hearing.  It’s not in the thinking.  It’s not in the seeing.  It’s in the heart.  It’s in the heart.  They saw God’s works.  The problem was they went astray in their hearts.]  

He says, in Hebrews 3:9, “‘Where your fathers tried Me by testing Me, and saw my works for forty years,” [They saw the power of God.] (10) “‘Therefore I was angry with this generation, and said, “They always go astray in their heart; and they did not know My ways;”’” [Now, it may have been a failure of the mind.] (11) “‘“as I swore in My wrath, they shall not enter My rest.”’” [Then He has a word for you and me, a word of application as He points us back to the children of Israel, as they wandered those forty years in the wilderness.] (12) “Take care, brethren, that there be not in any one of you an evil, unbelieving heart that falls away from the living God.”  

Here we are, studying the word of God.  Here you are, doing your homework, studying it Precept upon Precept, dedicating your time, dedicating these hours, and I am so proud of you.  I hate it when I hear that people are saying, “Oh, don’t try Precept; its’ too hard.”  No, it’s not too hard.  It just requires time.  It just requires discipline, but it’s not too hard.  And it’s not too hard if you want to know God, and if you want to love Him, and if you want your heart to be fully His.  No it’s not.  I mean, if you would tithe your time, what would five hours a week be of a tithe of your time, spending it at the feet of God, because this is the word of God.  So you can’t say that.  In Proverb 4:23, it says, “Guard your hearts with all diligence, because out of your heart comes the issues of life.”  So this is why you have got to guard your heart.  And the problem with these kings that did evil in the sight of the Lord, even the problem with Amaziah (that we are going to look at) was that Amaziah did not guard his heart.  If you would call up in the concordance all the occurrences of the word “heart”, you would be amazed at how many verses there are on the heart, because God is looking on the heart.  Because it is the heart, beloved, that needs to be totally His, so that when you and I see Him face to face, when we see the chariots, so to speak, of the Lord, and the horsemen of the Lord, when we see Him face to face, then we’re not ashamed.  As you go through and you study the word of God, you see that He talks about hearts of stone, He talks about a heart of flesh, and He talks about a heart of stone being replaced with a heart of flesh, and that happens when you are saved.  

2 Corinthians 3 talks about that, about getting a heart of flesh, and not having a heart of stone.  It talks about the law not being written out there on tables of stone, but on tables of the fleshly heart, of the heart of flesh.  It talks about your heart being circumcised or uncircumcised.  “Uncircumcised” means you are not yet saved, that there hasn’t yet been that act of rolling away that old, old flesh of that old stony heart, and getting a new heart of flesh.  

I want us to go to 2 Chronicles 2, and I want us to see what we can gain from what we studied (just from what we studied) about having a heart that is fully His, a heart that is not divided.  And I think the clue to having a heart that’s not divided is found in 2 Chronicles 25:2.  Now Amaziah is the king of Judah, and he is the one that is now in power, and remember that Athaliah has been taken out of power (the queen that ruled for those six years).  Her son Joash came into power, and then after Joash came Amaziah.  (1) “Amaziah was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned twenty-nine years in Jerusalem.  And his mother’s name was Jehoaddan of Jerusalem.  (2) He did right in the sight of the Lord,” [Isn’t that wonderful?  If you stop there, and you put a period there, it would be wonderful.] “yet not with a whole heart.” [His heart wasn’t wholly God’s.  And why was his heart not fully God’s?  What is it that we can see from him that will tell us?]  

I want to show you four things from Amaziah’s life.  I want to give you four insights that we can gain from Amaziah’s life that will show us how to keep a heart from being portioned off, how to keep a heart from not being fully His.  We’re going to look at it from a negative aspect, because we have to, because he served the Lord, he did right in the sight of the Lord, yet not with a whole heart.  So here is a man that has heard, that knows, that sees, and yet part of his heart does not belong to God.  He does not serve God with a whole heart.  What’s the first thing that we see from Amaziah, as we look at his life, what keeps him from having a whole heart, from serving the lord with a whole heart?  It is a notion that comes into his mind that he has taken to heart.  So let’s put it for you.  What would keep you from having and serving God, to do right in the eyes of the Lord, and yet not with a whole heart? What would it be? 

#1.  A notion that comes into your mind that you take to heart.  So watch.  It’s a notion that comes into your mind, and you take it to your heart.  Remember, we are to guard our heart because out of it are the issues of life.  We know that they (the children of Israel) went astray in their mind?  No, they went astray in their heart.  So we don’t want to go astray.  Now watch what Amaziah does, and let’s read v. 5.  We know that Amaziah put to death those that killed his father, and that was good.  We know that Amaziah, in v. 4, did not put their children to death, and that was good; because he was obeying the law, which shows you that he knew the law.  The law said that fathers shall not to be put to death for their sons, and sons shall not he put to death for their fathers.  They shall only be put to death for their own sin.  So when he killed his father’s killers, he was acting as a blood avenger, as Numbers 35 says that he was to do.  He was responsible to put them to death.  But he restrained his emotions.  (2 Chronicles 25:5) “Moreover, Amaziah assembled Judah and appointed them according to their fathers’ household under commanders of thousands and commanders of hundreds throughout Judah and Benjamin; and he took a census of those from twenty years old and upward, and found them to be 300,000 choice men, able to go to war and handle spear and shield.” 

Now what is this guy doing?  He is getting himself an army.  If he’s getting himself an army, and he’s getting that army organized, then what do you know about this man?  This man wants to be a victor.  This man is like, in a sense, Napoleon.  Napoleon was born to conquer.  And you know how Napoleon went to conquer, and how he drove his troops into Russia.  The Russians had a good strategy against him, so the Russians would burn their villages and burn their food, even at great cost to their countrymen, because they wanted to stop Napoleon from taking Russia.  They knew if they could get him in the snow, if they could get him in bad weather, if they could cut off his food supply, then they would greatly weaken his army.  Yet that man had a notion in his heart, and when others said, “Don’t try Russia; don’t go after Russia,” he would not listen, because he had a notion in his heart—he wanted to conquer.  He had a notion in his heart that he wanted France to be united, so he goes against the Prussians, and that’s where he meets his Waterloo.  That’s where he is defeated, and never rises again.  

We know from this that Amaziah is amassing an army.  We know, from the rest of this, that Amaziah is a man who wants to be a great victor.  (7) “But a man of God came to him saying, ‘O king, do not let the army of Israel go with you,’” [Why does he not want the army of Israel to go with him?  Did I read v. 6?] (6) “He hired also 100,000 valiant warriors out of Israel for one hundred talents of silver.” [He so wanted to win that, as he amassed this army, he got some mercenaries, hired these mercenaries from the northern kingdom, from Ephraim, to come and help him.  In this midst of this, a man of God came to him saying, “O king, do not let the army of Israel go with you,”] “for the Lord is not with Israel nor with any of the sons of Ephraim (Israel). (8) But if you do go, do it, be strong for the battle; yet God will bring you down before the enemy,” [What has he just said?  He’s saying, “Don’t you take those Israelites with you, because they are not of God.”  He says, “Don’t take any of the sons of Ephraim, but if you still insist on going, then go to battle, but I want you to know that if you go to battle, you are going to lose.”  Not, “you are going to lose,” but “you are going to be brought down by God.”  Watch what it says.] (8) “But if you do go, do it, be strong for the battle; yet God will bring you down before the enemy, for God has power to help and to bring down.” [He’s hearing, isn’t he?  He is hearing a message from God, and yet he has a notion.  He is going to be a warrior.]


(9) “And Amaziah said to the man of God, ‘But what shall we do for the hundred talents which I have given to the troops of Israel?”  And the man of God answered, “The Lord has much more to give you than this.’” [He says, “I have spent a hundred talents of silver, and now you’re telling me I shouldn’t use them.”  What does he say to him?  He says, “Look, I want you to know the Lord has much more to give you than this.  Let the hundred talents of silver go; let them go.”  See, so many times we have a notion, and we start to move, and we’re in motion, and nothing is going to stop us.  But you have to give Amaziah the credit for what he does.  (10) “Then Amaziah dismissed them, the troops which came to him from Ephraim, to go home; so their anger burned against Judah and they returned home in fierce anger.  (11) Now Amaziah strengthened himself, and led his people forth, and went to the Valley of Salt, and struck down 10,000 of the sons of Seir.” [He is down in Edom.  He’s down southeast of the Dead Sea.] (12) “The sons of Judah also captured 10,000 alive and brought them to the top of the cliff, and threw them down from the top of the cliff so that they were all dashed to pieces. (13) But the troops whom Amaziah sent back from going with him to battle, raided the cities of Judah, from Samaria to Beth-horon, and struck down 3,000 of them, and plundered much spoil.” [So you have these angry Israelites saying, “Okay, you’re sending us home; we will raid the cities as we go home, and we will plunder, and we will kill—and they did.  It shows what those people were like.  It shows what he had hired.  And yet, you have to admire him, because he did listen to the Lord.]  

I just want to stop for a minute and look at this again.  He has a notion that he is going to be a great warrior, and nothing is going to stop him.  But he has been warned by God, hasn’t he?  He’s been warned by God that God puts up, and God puts down, and yet, he is going to do it.  Now I want to ask you a question—a little application here.  What notion do you have in your heart, in your mind, of what you want?  And do you want it at the expense of obedience to God?  Does it have a place in your heart?  Have you given this portion of your heart to God, and said, “But You can’t touch this portion, because this is what I want, this is my ambition, this is the job I want, this is the position I want, this is the recognition I want, this is the achievement that I want, this is the house, these are the treasures, these are the clothes.  I’m going to have them.  I’m going to have them.”  If you’re going to have them, and God has not said, “I will give them to you,” but you’re going to have them no matter what, then you are just like Amaziah, and your heart is not fully His.  You’re heart is not fully His.  
     #2 – The second thing that causes a heart to become divided, that causes the chambers of that heart, a part of that heart, to be portioned off, where the door is locked, and you say, “God, You can go anyplace else in my heart, but You can’t go in that room.”  Have you ever read that little track, “My Heart, Christ’s Home?”  It talks about the different rooms in the house, and shutting God out from those.  My question is this: have you shut off God from any portion of your heart?  What causes him to continue in this way?  #2-When you portion off your heart, and you get away with it (for awhile), then you’re going to be deceived by success.  #2-You are deceived by success.  You wanted it, you got it, you fought for it, you won the battle, you made it, you pushed on, you made it, and you are deceived by success.  You’re deceived because God’s rod of judgment does not come down on you immediately.  And that was Amaziah.  He thought that he could do what’s right in the eyes of God, and yet not serve God with a whole heart, and he could get away with it.  Watch.  He has the success.  

(12) “The sons of Judah also captured 10,000 alive and brought them to the top of the cliff and threw them down from the top of the cliff, so that they were all dashed to pieces.” [So he has his success here.]  I just want to ask you another question—an application question.  Do you know what 1 Corinthians 10:12 says? “Let him who thinks he stands take heed that he does not fall.”  I have watched pastors that determined they are going to have the biggest church, they are going to have the best church, they are going to have the most people; and along the way, they have compromised.  They have compromised the word of God.  They have compromised their time with God.  They have done things that, in a sense, are on the edge.  But because they are successful, because the pews are being filled, because their name is in the paper, because at the Association or Denomination meetings they are mentioned, because they have achieved, and others look a them.  And yet, they forget, “Take heed, if you think you are standing, in case you might fall,” and they lose their vigilance.  And when they lose that, then they become prey.  

I think of men who have slipped into immorality; I think of men that have gotten into the offering, and taken the money, and rationalized it, because they were determined that they were going to be a success, because they had a notion in their mind of what they wanted to achieve, and because they wanted to achieve it, and they went after it, they were deceived—because, all of a sudden, the church was full, or, all of a sudden, they were getting the accolades, or the notoriety, that they wanted—and it’s the same with us.  We can have a notion in our mind of what we want to become, or what we want to achieve, and then we can start to achieve it, and we’re deceived by our success, because our heart is not fully His, because we are compromising along the way.  
     #3 – I want you to see that Amaziah (I am going to put it in a “you” in just a minute, so listen to me.) Amaziah only listened to others to the measure that it suited him.  He only took the counsel if he wanted to take the counsel.  But if he didn’t want to take the counsel, he did not take it.  So what is God’s warning to you and me that would keep you and me from having a whole heart for God?  What would cause us to be lead astray in our heart?  It would be that we only listen, that you only listen (and you may want to put it down in “you”) that you only listen to others to the measure that it suits you.  

Now watch what happens in Chapter 25:7-8.  “But a man of God” [Now, if you studied, you went through and looked at the Scriptural references to a man of God, you saw in 2 Timothy 3:16-17, that the word of God was given to us.  It was God breathed, that the man of God might be perfect, exactly right for every good work, that we might walk in righteousness.  “But a man of God came to him saying, ‘O king, do not let the army of Israel go with you, for the Lord is not with Israel nor with any of the sons of Ephraim.’” [Did he listen?  Yes, he listened.  It even cost him a hundred talents of silver, but he was willing to listen there, but…] (8) “‘But if you do go, do it, be strong for the battle; yet God will bring you down before the enemy,’” [What did God just tell him?] “if you’re going to go ahead, go ahead and fight, be a good warrior, but I want you to know this, that God is going to bring you down before the enemy.”  Why?  God saw a heart that was not fully His.  Yes, he did right in the sight of the Lord, yet not with a whole heart.  What does God want?  He says,” You have gone astray in your hearts.”  God wants a whole heart.  His eyes run to and fro throughout the whole earth.   

Look at 2 Chronicles 16:9.  In the first part of the verse, He is looking for a man, looking for a woman, looking for a child, to listen; looking for people whose hearts are fully His that He might show Himself strong on your behalf.  That’s what He is looking for.  He wants your heart to be totally God’s.  So he doesn’t listen to this advice, but it doesn’t matter, because he has what?  He succeeds.  He throws 10,000 of those people over the cliff.  He comes home from Seir, he comes home from Edom, and he’s the victor.  


Now look at 25:14. “Now after Amaziah came from slaughtering the Edomites, he brought the gods of the sons of Seir, set them up as his gods, bowed down before them, and burned incense to them. (15) Then the anger of the Lord burned against Amaziah, and He sent him a prophet who said to him, ‘Why have you sought the gods of the people who have not delivered their own people from your hand?’” [Why are you worshipping those gods when you just defeated the Edomites?  Why are you worshipping the Edomites’ gods?  Think, why?  What is wrong with you?] (16) “As he (the prophet) was talking to him (Amaziah), the king said to him, ‘Have we appointed you a royal counselor?’” [“Did I ask you to come and be my counselor as the king?  Stop it!”  Have you ever gone to someone, and said, “I want to tell you something.  I love you, and I see you headed for a cliff, and I’m telling you, “Don’t do it.  Don’t do it.  You are going to fall off the cliff.”  I’ve said it, and I watched them fall off the cliff.  And I told them, “Don’t do it.  Don’t, you’re headed off the cliff; but I want you to know that if you do not listen to me, and you do it, I will be at the bottom of the cliff.”  And that person (this is just one incident of many), in tears, said, “If only I had listened; if only I had listened.”  This was a heart that was portioned off for something that this person wanted so desperately.  And when this person got it, they fell off the cliff, and they saw the hugeness of that mistake.  

O beloved, if your heart is fully His, then when you get counsel, and you know that you are listening to godly, godly people, and God’s not telling you anything else, and what you’re about to do is not just something absolutely biblical, you’re going to rue the day, you’re going to rue the day that you did not listen to that advice.  You’re heart has to be totally and completely and fully God’s.  

And this is what happens.  (Watch the word “counselor”.) (16) “‘Have we appointed you a royal counselor?  Stop!  Why should you be struck down?’” [What is he saying?  “Shut your mouth, or I’m going to kill you.”] “Then the prophet stopped and said, ‘I know that God has planned to destroy you, because you have done this, and have not listened to my counsel.” [Oh, Oh, Oh!  If only, when that counselor came to him, that prophet came to him with that counsel, he had said, “Oh, Oh, I am sorry.  I want my heart to be fully His.  I want to do everything that God wants me to do.  Thank you, thank you, for warning me.  Thank you for telling me.”  God would not have destroyed him.  But he will not listen.]


(17) “Then Amaziah king of Judah took counsel and sent to Joash the son of Jehoahaz the son of Jehu, the king of Israel, saying, ‘Come let us face each other.’” [What do you see again?  Now he’s calling the king of Israel, and he’s saying, “Let’s go to war.”  So what do you see about this man?  Remember, a notion has come into his mind that he’s taken to heart.  He’s going to be a warrior; he’s going to fight; he’s going to win.  He’s had success; he’s been deceived by success.  He’s had counsel, and he’s only listening to that counsel to the measure that it suits him.  So now he is going to be in trouble.  Now watch—watch what it says.]


“‘Come, let us face each other.’ (18) And Joash the king of Israel sent to Amaziah king of Judah, saying, ‘The thorn bush which was in Lebanon sent to the cedar which was in Lebanon, saying, “Give your daughter to my son in marriage.”  But there passed by a wild beast that was in Lebanon, and trampled the thorn bush. (19) You said, ‘Behold, you have defeated Edom.’” [You see how he is deceived by his success.  He is saying, “You said you have defeated Edom.”] “And your heart has become proud in boasting.” [His heart has been deceived by success.] “Now stay at home; for why should you provoke trouble so that you, even you, would fall and Judah with you?” [“You are going to lose.”  Now, should he have thought, “He may be right.  I did succeed with Edom, but what did God tell me from the man of God?  God told me that God would bring me down before my enemy.  He told me that God (8) “has the power to help and the power to bring down.”  So, if his heart had been fully God’s, he would have been sensitive.  But instead, he would not listen to counsel.  He was going to have his own way.  

O beloved, I think of all the times that I have talked with people, and I have sat across tables, and I have said, “Don’t do it; don’t do it.”  Jan is nodding her head, because she has done it too.  You have said, “Don’t do it; please don’t,” but they were determined.  They had this notion in their mind that had captured their heart and taken part of that heart and portioned it off, and they were going to have it—no matter what.  And because they had success along the way, or because people were patting them on the back, or whatever, they were deceived by that success, and they only listen to you to the measure that it was convenient to them.  

I want to tell you something, I believe that the reason we are not having the impact that we should be having on our society is because the multitudes sitting in the church don’t have a heart that is fully God’s.  And because they don’t have a heart that is fully God’s, and because they have their own agenda, and because they have some degree of success in achieving that agenda, they are too busy to listen to God, to listen to the counsel of the word of God.  “Thy word is a lamp unto My feet and it is a light unto My path.”  “His words are our counselors; through Thy precepts I get understanding.  I hate every false way.”  That’s a heart that is fully His.  But here is a man who is saying, “No.” (20) “But Amaziah would not listen,” [Why did he not listen at this point?  His heart was hardened.) “for it was from God,” [He didn’t listen, because it was from God.  Not that God made him this way, but he just didn’t listen.] “that He might deliver them into the hand of Joash  because they had sought the gods of Edom.”  

So here you have him, not only with a heart that is portioned off to be a warrior, no matter what, but here you have a heart that is portioned off for the gods of Edom.  He did right in the sight of the Lord, but there is very little left of his heart.  Application—Proverbs 11:14.  We are talking now about, “You only listen to others to the measure that it suits you.”  This is what it says.  I want you to see it.  You know it; I could quote it to you, but I want you to see it on the page.  (14) “Where there is no guidance, the people fall, but in abundance of counselors there is victory.”  So many times we think we can just shut ourselves off, and we don’t need anybody else’s counsel, and all I do is go to God, and God and I just communicate, and if anybody comes over here and tells me anything contrary, so to speak, I never check it out to find out, “Is this God?”  God has put us in a body, and each one of us doesn’t have all the wisdom that we need, and the insight that we need.  So God puts us in a body, and a wise person puts counselors around them, and listens to those counselors.  


Look at Proverbs 12:20.  “Deceit is in the heart of those who devise evil, but counselors of peace have joy.” [Counselors of peace have joy, but deceit is in the heart of those that devise evil.  So what are you to do?  You are to get guidance from others, counsel from others.  Then you weigh that counsel against the word of God.  You weigh that counsel against what you are hearing in prayer.  Now God may say to you, “That’s what you are to do.” And nobody else may understand, and you’re going to do it.  And you’re going to do it because God has told you to do this.  But you are safe in doing that, if your heart is fully His, if your heart is fully God’s. If you are prostrate before God, and you say, “God, all I want is what You want.  I don’t want anything else but what You want.  You have given me, and I have, the mantle of Your Holy Spirit on me.  Now, Father, I am asking You to fill me.  I’m asking You to lead me; I’m asking You to guide me into all truth, and all righteousness.”  Then you can trust God, and then you get up, and do what God has told you to do, because you know that your heart is fully His.  That’s why you say, “Search my heart, O God.  Search my heart.”  The end of Psalm 139 says, “Search my heart, O God, and see if there is any way of pain in me.” [Search my heart, and see if there is any way of pain in me, anything that is going to cause You pain, anything that is going to cause me pain.  Lord, search my heart.]  

#4 – The fourth thing that I want you to see is: when your heart becomes divided and portioned off (and I’ve already shown it to you), you entertain other gods.  And that is what he has done here.  He has entertained other gods.  You saw that in 2 Chronicles 25:14, 20.  What are you to do?  You are to guard your heart.  1 John 2:15 says, “Do not love the world, nor the things in the world.  If anyone loves the world,” [Now what do you love with?  You love with your heart, right?) “the love of the Father is not in him. (16) For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life,” [This is what you see in Amaziah.] “is not from the Father, but is from the world. (17) And the world is passing away, and also its lusts; but the one who does the will of God lives forever.” [Proverbs 4:23 says, “Guard your heart.  Keep it with all diligence, because out of it are the issues of life.”  

So what are you going to do, if you’re going to walk before God with a whole heart?  #1-Remember Elijah’s challenge, choose whom you are going to serve.  Choose this day.   You know, there was a day when I came to God, and I said to God, “God, I am totally and absolutely and completely Yours.”  Choose this day whom you are going to serve. There was a day when Bill Bright and Vonnette wrote a contract (and Bill did it), and told God they would be His bond servants, that they would be His slaves.  And he always saw himself as a slave of Jesus Christ.  Elijah said, “If God is God, serve Him.”  He is God, and you need to serve Him.  

#2 - Keep the person of God ever before you.  Keep the person of God ever before you.  Paul said in 2 Timothy 1, “I know whom I have believed, and I am convinced that He is able to keep that which I’ve committed to Him against that day.”  He says, “I know whom I have believed, and I am convinced.”  So you need to remember that and keep that before you.  

#3 - You need to stir up the flame.  He says to Timothy, in 2 Timothy 1, “Kindle the fire, stir it up.”  So you kindle it, and how do you kindle it?  I believe you kindle it with good company.  “Iron sharpens iron.”  Get yourself an iron-sharpening friend.  And you kindle it with good company.  See, when you rub iron against iron then you can get sparks, and you can kindle a fire.  Do it with good books.  Read books; read the biographies of others that stir your heart.  

#4 - Remember the chariots of Israel and the horsemen.  What did he say when Elijah was being taken up into heaven?  And they kept saying to Elisha, “Your master is going to go; your master is going to go,” and he’d say, “Be still, be still,” and he’d keep following him.  He pursued Elijah.  He pursued Elijah, as we just saw, but what did he say?  He saw the chariot of Israel and the horsemen as he went up.  You and I need to remember we’re going up.  We are going up, and we’re going to see God face to face.  Someday we’re going to be transported off this earth, and we’re gong to see the One that mans the chariots of Israel and the horseman.  We’re going to see that unseen host, and when we see that unseen world, then we’re going to see how empty and how futile, in a sense, and how nothing this world was.  And we will be so ashamed if we have not loved Him with all of our heart and soul and mind and body and strength.  His eyes are looking for a heart that is fully His.  May it be found as He looks at you.  

Let’s pray.  Father, thank You.  Thank You for Your word.  I thank You that it is a sure word.  I thank You that it is a light that shines in a dark place.  I thank you, Father, for those lessons, these precepts for life that we see here as we look at Amaziah, and as we look at these men, and as we look at these kings, even, Father, as we watch them in their parenting, and we see that a son is like his father, many, many times.  O Father, O Father, thank You, thank You.  I thank You for these dear people that are studying so diligently.  And I pray Father that You would just manifest Yourself to them, that You would speak to them, that you would bring these principles and precepts back to their mind, and that as they walk, as they talk, as they find themselves in situations, that a smile would just come over their face, and a sense of Your pleasure, because they are studying, and because they want to be everything that You want them to be.  So Father, thank You now.  Bless them abundantly.  Pour out Your spirit upon them, and use them, Father, in eternal ways so that, so to speak, when the chariots of Israel and the horsemen are seen, and we go up to be with You, Father, we will hear, “Well done, My good and faithful servant,”  and we will enter into the joy of the Lord.  In Your name we bless You for that.  Amen.
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