Things to know about 

The Study of PROPHECY
A Prophet:  Speaks for God, giving God’s Message

 a. for the present
b. for the future 

12 “Minor” Prophets

Raised up by God at strategic points in history to call people back to God. 

Called “Minor” only because they are of shorter length.

Predictive Prophecy

1. Immediate: fulfilled shortly after being uttered. Ex 14:4, 13-17; Jer 38:18

2. OT predictions fulfilled later in OT times: Dt 28:53; Lam 4:10; Josh 6:26; 1 Ki 16: 34


3. OT prophecies fulfilled in NT times: numerous references to person, ministry of Christ


4. NT prophecies fulfilled in NT times: Mt 16:21; Mt 27

5. YET to be fulfilled OT & NT prophecies, usually  regarding the 2nd Coming of Christ.

Visions: A special way that in which God gave the prophetic message. A vision had to be interpreted even to the prophet himself. Daniel 4, Rev 17.

Interpreting Prophecies

Prophetic Perspective: The prophet’s point of view is much like looking at “mountain tops”, difficult to distinguish distance apart such events as Christ’s first and second comings.

Near AND far fulfillment: This “double” fulfillment may refer to an event near the time of the prophecy and again later, like the Davidic Covenant of a “son on the throne”.
Verb tense: Verb in the past tense (Is 53) or present tense (Zech 9:9) may be used to indicate future events, depicting “certainty”.
Conditional, Unconditional predictions: While God usually declares what He will or will not do regardless of other factors, sometimes the fulfillment depends upon the response of the people. Context will be clear.
Truth is revealed, as well as concealed: The full meaning of some prophecies is only understood in the light provided by later prophecies and events (Dan 7). Caution should be exercised when interpreting unfulfilled prophecies with complete certainty.
Guidelines for Interpretation of Prophecy
1. First, seek to understand its meaning for the people at THAT time, its near fulfillment, and its practical message. Then check the NT for any “far” fulfillment.

2. Consider its literal meaning. Then, look for figures of speech, symbols, idioms, etc in the passages.

-taken from How to Understand Your Bible by T. Norton Sterrett

