WHERE ARE YOU GOING? – JONAH – LESSON 2
“Is Your Heart Aligned With God?”

Kay Arthur, Teacher


How aligned is your heart with the heart of God?  How like Him are you?  When you look at God, and you understand His character, and you understand His attributes, and you get to know His ways with men, how do you line up with God?  This is what we want to talk about as we look at Jonah 3 and 4.  

I want to ask you: Is there anybody that you wouldn’t talk to about the gospel, because you really didn’t want to see them in heaven?  I mean, is there anybody that you so dislike, or any group of people you so disdain, that you just don’t want to see them in heaven?  Anyone that would stretch out his hand to you, and say to you, “I am so glad that God forgives us”?  Their hand is out there, and you don’t want to put your hand in their hand because of what they have done to you and to your loved ones?  How close is your heart aligned with the heart of God?  

Another question: Is there something that you think that God cannot do?  “God just cannot do this; God just cannot rescue; or God cannot solve this.”  Or, something that you don’t want Him to do, and therefore you had better take over, because you know, “God can’t handle this,” so you’ve got to handle it?  If you stop and think about that very much, you’ll know that that happens in our lives so often.  We don’t stop and consult God.  We say, “God, get out of the way. I’ve got to handle this because I’m not sure You are going to handle it the way it ought to be handled, (really, in reality) the way I want it to be.”  With those questions in mind, let’s look at Jonah 3 and 4.  

Jonah 3:1.  “Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah the second time, saying,” [You know the story.  You know that God has been moving, that God has created a storm, and that in storm He has brought circumstances to bear that have taken Jonah out of the boat, into the sea, into the belly of a great fish.  You know that Jonah cried out to God, and God delivered him from the belly of that fish, and caused the fish (I mean, God put emetic in the fish) and caused him to vomit Jonah on the shore. (1) “Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah the second time,” [How does the book of Jonah open up?  Go back to Chapter 1:1.  “The word of the Lord came to Jonah the son of Amittai saying, (2) ‘Arise, go to Nineveh the great city, and cry against it, for their wickedness has come up before Me.’” [You know that Jonah did not obey, that he was “Wrong-way Jonah”, that he went the wrong way.]  


But, now the word of the Lord has come to him a second time saying, (3:2) “‘Arise, go to Nineveh the great city and proclaim to it the proclamation which I am going to tell you.’” [I want to stop there for just a minute.  “The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time.”  How many times does God’s word have to come to you before you obey?  It took two times for Jonah to obey.  In other words, God has a mission for Jonah, and God’s not going to let Jonah get off the hook, so to speak.  He is going to have Jonah accomplish His mission, and that’s so often the way it is with God.  God has a plan, and God has a purpose for your life, and He wants you to achieve that purpose, and He wants you to achieve that purpose for your good and for His glory.  So, God is not going to let him off the hook.  God is the God of the second chances.  And that is so neat, because sometimes we think, “God, I have failed You; therefore You are not going to use me again.”  But God is not a God that gives up.  God is not a God that easily lets us go.  God is a God that wants to accomplish His will, and is going to accomplish His will.  He wanted to accomplish His will and His purpose with Jonah.  So He is going to accomplish it, because Jonah is going to go to Nineveh.  

So we have two things that I want you to see about the heart of God.  #1.  God does not give up on His will and His purpose for your life, even though you turn away.  This is the heart of God, and we need to understand that.  God loves us, and God cares for us, and God wants us to succeed.  God doesn’t want to leave us on shore, all wet, having gone through that experience, and standing there dripping with water and having the seaweed still around our head, and smelling like the belly of that great fish.  God doesn’t want that.  God wants us to have success in our life.  The question that you have to ask yourself is: If God wants success in my life, how many times does God have to tell me to do something before I am going to do it?  What is the beauty of living according to the heart of God?  The beauty is that God doesn’t have to speak to us a second time.  The beauty is that we don’t have to go through those experiences.  The beauty is that we learn to obey the first time.  Because you see, there were consequences.  When Jonah disobeyed God, what did it affect?  It affected the sailors.  It affected the captain of the ship, because he was responsible to take that cargo and deliver it to its point of destination.  And what did the captain of the ship do?  He lost his cargo because of Jonah’s disobedience.  He throws the cargo overboard to try to make the ship safe and secure so that it can weather the storm.  So you find that when Jonah disobeyed the first time, all sorts of people are affected.  That’s what happens with us.  When we don’t obey God the first time, God will have His way, and God is the God of second chances; but our disobedience affects others.  

My oldest son lived an immoral life, and it brought consequences with it; and he had a knowledge of God.  He wasn’t saved (he thought he was saved, but he wasn’t saved, and I saw him make so many professions of faith), but I knew that he wasn’t saved.  I knew he wasn’t saved, because I didn’t see a change in his life.  Although he had a rough first six years, because I wasn’t saved, still he had a good atmosphere to be raised in, and he could have walked in obedience to the Lord—but he didn’t do it.  He reaped the consequences, and it hurt my grandchildren, and it broke up a marriage.  But God would not let him go.  At the age of thirty-seven, he came to know the Lord Jesus Christ, and the God of the second chances has allowed him to be the most outstanding father to his kids.  I sit in awe.  We sat at the kitchen table the other day, and I listened to him, and I am so awed at the way that he fathers his three children.  He is the God of the second chances.  

But he could have done it the first time, if he had aligned himself with God; if he had aligned himself with the heart of God, if he hadn’t been stubborn, if he hadn’t insisted on his own way.  After he got saved, I remember him standing at the kitchen sink, and him saying to me in tears, “O Mother, if only I had listened to you.  If only I had listened.  O Mother, I am so sorry.  I am so sorry for what I have done to you.”  And because I know that God is the God of the second chances, I was able to put my fingers on his lips and say, “You never have to ask again.  It’s over; I understand.  We are going forward.”  If we would only learn to listen the first time, it would spare us (and others) a lot of pain and a lot of loss—if we would only obey the first time.  He is the God of second chances.

Jonah 3:2. “‘Arise, go to Nineveh the great city and proclaim to it the proclamation which I am going to tell you.’ (2) So Jonah arose and went to Nineveh according to the word of the Lord.” [Don’t you love it?] “Now Nineveh was an exceedingly great city, a three days’ walk.” [Nineveh was situated on the eastern bank of the Tigress, and it’s a place at the Tigress where they have an abundance of fish.  Its ruins are opposite the modern city of Mosul on the Tigress.  The principal gate on the northwest of the city, the main gate on the north city, had winged bulls over it.  So it was a grand and great city.  The city had two walls around it, an external wall and an internal wall.  The inner wall was fifty feet wide and a hundred feet high.  You talk about an impregnable city!] (4) “Then Jonah began to go through the city one day’s walk;” [One day out of three] “and he cried out and said, ‘Yet forty days and Nineveh will be overthrown.’” [So this was the message, the message that God gave him.  We don’t know it in its entirety, but you know that when he got there, he was to say, “You have forty days.” [Forty days is interesting when you study it through the scriptures.  “You have forty days, and then Nineveh will be destroyed.”] 

Why is Nineveh going to be destroyed?  When you go back to 1:2, you know it is going to be destroyed because it says (2) “…cry against it, for their wickedness has come up before Me.” [The Assyrians were a very mean and a very cruel people.  When they went into battle, they would  behead people, and then they would pile their heads up in a pile  So you have all these gross heads in their power and their eye balls open, looking and staring at you.  Also, to intimidate the people, sometimes they would take the heads and throw them over the walls, so you have these cannon balls of heads coming at you.  They were known for taking a victim, and they would tie them up, or nail them to the wall, and then begin to flay them.  In other words, they would cut their skin off of them while they were living, while they were squirming.  They were a very, very cruel and a very, very brutal people.  Their wickedness had come up before God, and so Jonah is to tell them that forty days and Nineveh would be overthrown.]  

(5) “Then the people of Nineveh believed in God;” [Now, I want you to see why God is sending Jonah a second time.  He is going to send somebody to Nineveh.  Why?  Because, what is God like?  Does God delight in the death of man?  Does God delight in the destruction of a person?  Does God delight in just getting even with this creation that He has made that has turned their back on Him, that has followed and worshipped idols, that has winged bulls at their gates, and worship these things?  No (and if you and I want to align ourselves with the heart of God), we have to know that when God looks at sinners, when God looks at wickedness, God is looking at them with compassion.  But the problem is that we don’t look at them with compassion.  

I have a friend by the name of Iris Blue, and some of you have heard me tell you about Iris Blue.  She is extremely tall, and she is very well built, in a sense, muscular, and her desire always was to be a petite, little blond.  In her world where she lived, she wanted to be a petite little blond.  She wanted to be a lady, but because of the way she was raised, and the things that happed to her, she ended up in prison.  She was so mean that she was in solitary confinement just because she was so mean.  She lived in solitary confinement for months on end, and in those months, the way she survived was she created her own world.  She created a family in her mind; she recreated herself; and she lived in this fantasy world.  Finally, she gets out of prison.  And she is a madam, with a house of prostitution.  One day she is walking down the street and a man with a hat on tips the hat, and says, “Good afternoon,” to her.  She has been treated like a lady for the first time in her life.  The man who tips the hat is a man whose heart is aligned with the heart of God, because when you looked at Iris, you knew (probably) what her profession was because of the way that she dressed.  I don’t know if he knew at the time who Iris was, but he tipped his hat to her.  She would see him again, and he would tip his hat.  They began to talk, and he was a preacher.  She was so stunned that this man treated her like a lady that one day she said, “Would you come and visit me and my girls?”  He said, “I would be proud to come, Miss Iris, and visit you and your girls.”  She had them get all gussied up, because the preacher was coming.  He came to her house.  

God is going to Nineveh.  God is sending His man to Nineveh.  Why?  Because “He is not willing (and you know the Scripture) that any should perish, but that all should come to the knowledge of God, and that all should come to repentance.”  So He is sending him to Nineveh, because that is the heart of God.  He is not bringing Nineveh to His house, to His temple, to His sanctuary.  He is sending His man into the midst of that wickedness.  

Do you know what?  Miss Iris got saved.  She was so proud of being saved.  She got herself the biggest Bible that she could find, the kind that goes on a coffee table.  She got this big coffee table Bible, and she went to church.  She dressed up fine for church.  She walked in, and people just looked at her, and looked away.  She slid into the pew, and they slid away.  They asked, “What has God done in your life?  What’s He done?”  She listened, and she thought, “Aw, shucks; that ain’t nothing.  They don’t know.”  She stood up, Bible in hand, and she said, “I am so glad that God saved an ole whore like me, and turned me around.”  They went, “Uuuugh!”  They slid away from Miss Iris even farther, but she kept going, because she was getting fed.  Aligned with the heart of God.  

“Go tell that wicked city; yes, tell them that they are going to perish.  Yes, tell them they have forty days.  Yes, tell them that God is going to judge them.”  Yes, we have to know that, and we have to tell them.  But we also have to tell them that the God that is going to judge them is willing to forgive them.  Then we have to walk along beside them as God begins to transform them.  Miss Iris doesn’t dress the way she did right after she got saved.  And I don’t either.  I found out some things, and I dress differently, and so she did too.  So this is what happened.


(5) “Then the people of Nineveh believed in God; and they called a fast and put on sackcloth from the greatest to the least of them. (2) When the word reached the king of Nineveh,” [Now listen, the king of Nineveh was also the captain, the head of the armies.  So he is the one that is chopping off heads; he is the one flaying people on walls.] “he arose from his throne, laid aside his robe from him, covered himself with sackcloth, and sat on the ashes. (7) He issued a proclamation and it said, ‘In Nineveh by the decree of the king and his nobles: Do not let man, beast, herd, or flock taste a thing.  Do not let them eat or drink water.’” [Now listen, how many Christians do I know that, when it is a fast, will go without coffee, let alone go without water?  This was a serious fast.  This was such a serious fast that they were not going to eat a morsel of food, and they were not going to drink a drop of water, because they had forty days, and God was going to destroy them.  So what did they do?  He issued a proclamation, and it said, “In Nineveh by the decree of the king and his nobles:” [Listen, it came straight from the top.  And when we studied fasting, you how the presidents, and how Abraham Lincoln called this country to a fast, because we had offended the Almighty God.  

(8) “But both man and beast must be covered with sackcloth; and let men call on God earnestly that each may turn from his wicked way and from the violence which is in his hands.” [So you know that they knew that they were violent.  All of a sudden they had been brought face to face with a righteous and holy God, and being brought face to face with a righteous and Holy God, they see that they are not aligned with who this God is.  Therefore, they have to fast, they have to put on sackcloth, they have to call on God, they have to turn from their wicked ways, and they have to stop their hands from violence.  So they understood who God was.]  


I want to ask you a question: Is your life so aligned with God, is your heart so aligned with God, does your heart so beat in unison with God, that you understand, “I can’t live a wicked life.  I can’t be violent with my hands.  I can’t be violent with my tongue.  I’ve go to be like God.  I have got to be holy, even as He is holy.  I am His representative down here on earth, and I am to reflect to you the character of the God that I worship and that I serve.”  These people understood that because God was God they saw their sin, and they saw that they needed to call upon God.  It is so neat!


(9) “Who knows, God may turn and relent, and withdraw His burning anger so that we will not perish?”  [If you study “anger”, (and I’ve done a whole study of “anger” in the word of God, and I have looked at every place that “anger” is used, because I was writing “Lord, Heal My Hearts.”)  If you study anger, you will find out that it is God that is angry—more than any other person.  It is a righteous anger, it’s a holy anger.  It’s an anger with sin, and it’s an anger with what sin does, and how it destroys.  So God’s burning anger was against this city.  His burning anger is against these people, yet what is He doing?  He’s not just acting in His anger; He is giving them an opportunity to repent.  If you understand this, then you understand how to bring the gospel to people.  You understand that they have to understand that they are sinners.  They have to understand that God is a holy God.  They have to understand that God cannot tolerate sin, that He cannot overlook sin, that because He is just, and righteousness, and holy, demands (His holiness, His righteousness, His justice) that He deal with sin.  Yet here is this compassion that is saying, “There is a way out of this.”  

So the king and his nobles know that God may turn, God may relent and withdraw His burning anger, so that they will not perish.  They really believed that they were going to perish.  Listen, it’s those that believe they are going to perish that are ready to repent.  If you don’t believe you are going to perish, if you don’t believe there is a heaven and there is a hell, if you don’t believe that there is a holy God to whom you are going to give an account, then why repent?  Why repent?  Why turn around?  If you are not going to perish, what’s the big deal?  So, I just want to urge you…  How many messages have you heard on hell?  How many messages have you heard about eternal separation and the judgment of God?  Listen to television, and what do you hear?  Generally, unless you get on the time slot where you have the good guys, you hear everything about wealth, you hear everything about health, you hear everything about blessing and healing, but you hear very little of the total character of God.   They had to hear that God was going to judge them so that they had to repent.  

No watch v. 10; I love it. (10) “When God saw their deeds, that they turned from their wicked way, then God relented concerning the calamity” [I mark “calamity” the same way throughout my Bible.  Now watch what it says.] “which He had declared He would bring upon them.  And He did not do it.” [He didn’t bring calamity upon them, because what did He do?  He saw their deeds, and He relented.  

When you look at that, and you compare that, go to Isaiah 58:6.  Isaiah 58 is the chapter on fasting.  Of all the texts in the word of God on fasting, this is the most definitive.  This is where God talks about it the most, and explains it the most.  In Isaiah 58:6, God is saying, “Is this not the fast which I choose, to loosen the bonds of wickedness, to undo the bands of the yoke, and to let the oppressed go free, and break every yoke?” [I want you to see the first two lines.  “Is this not the fast which I choose, to loosen the (what?) bonds of wickedness?”  What did they do?  They fasted, they put on sackcloth, they stopped their wickedness, and they put away violence.  The fasting was to show their sincerity of God, and show that they wanted to loosen the bonds of wickedness.  They were willing to turn from their wickedness.  You and I need to see this, and we need see the awesomeness of God here.  We need to understand this—that if God would do that for the Ninevites, would He do any less for you?  Yet, so many of us live under the burdens of our sins, of our failures, and we live looking at the past, instead of knowing that the past is past.  We can not do anything about it.  You cannot change it, and if you wallow in it, it’s going to keep you from being ready for the future.  He is the God of the second chances.  

Look at what you see about God.  We see here that God sees our deeds.  If I’m going to align myself with the heart of God, then I am going to walk in such a way that I know, and I’m aware, of the fact that God knows everything that I am doing.  There is no hiding from Him.  You may go in the room, and say, “I am going to work on the computer.  I have work to do on the computer.”  And you go and get on the computer to look at pornography.  You’re on the computer to have a verbal affair with another person because you’re unhappy.  There is something terribly wrong, because your heart is not aligned with God, and there is no fear of God.  Why?  Because God sees your deeds.  God knows what you do in the dark; He knows what you do in the light.  He knows how you are thinking, and He knows how you are treating people.  Live in the light of that.  Live in the light of the fact that God sees our deeds.  

Then the next thing that you see is that God relents.  God relents concerning calamity.  If God relents concerning calamity, when we get our act together, then you don’t just have to bend over and take your punishment like a man.  You can stop, and cry out to God.  You can fast, and you can pray, and you can do what these people did, and know that God will relent.  Isn’t it awesome to understand God?  I just absolutely love this book.  I love it because of what I learn about God.

I want to stop for a minute, and go back and show you some of the things that I put in my margin.  I may have missed some.  I put a triangle in my margin on everything that I see God doing in the book of Jonah.  The first thing that I see in, 1:1, is that God speaks to man.  God communicates with man.  (Now watch.)  This is a superior communicating with an inferior.  You learn from that that if you are going to align your heart with God, then you are going to communicate with people.  Did you know that it is mean not to talk to people?  It is mean to see somebody frustrated; it is mean to see somebody who wants or needs to talk, and you won’t sit down and talk.  It is mean.  Talking is important.  If I am going to align my heart with the heart of God, then I am going to talk to people.  
I had a flight attendant tell me that one day she was serving, and she asked this woman if she wanted anything, and the woman just looked at her, and didn’t answer.  She thought she didn’t understand, so she said, “Would you like something?”  And the woman leaned over to her husband and whispered something.  The husband said, “I’m sorry, but my wife doesn’t speak to servants.  This is what she would like.”  She has no idea.  Here is the sovereign ruler of all the universe, Almighty God, the Creator who brought the world into existence by His word, and He is speaking to man.  God speaks to us.  
Then in 1:4, I put, “God hurls a wind and creates a storm.”  I go out now, and I stand in the midst of a storm, and I look at the storm, and I know who is behind it.  My God is behind it.  As I stand there in the midst of the storms that come on this property, I cry out to God, “God, this is Your property; protect Your property.”  See I’m not afraid of the storm, I’m fearing the One, respecting the One, trusting the One, aligning my heart with the heart of the God who creates storm.  
Then next to 1:12, I put “He is the God that increases the storm.”  See, if I can understand that, He is the God that increases the storm.  The storm comes, the flood comes, the wind comes, or whatever, but it doesn’t go away.  And you are crying to God, and it doesn’t go away, but God is increasing the storm.  If He is increasing the storm, and He is God, and He does nothing without a purpose, then does He have a purpose in it?  Did God have a purpose in the tsunami?  Yes, God has a purpose in every single tragedy and every single calamity.  There is reason; there is a purpose.  In 1:15, “God stops a storm.”  So He starts it, He increases it, and He stops it.  Next to 1:17 I put, “God appoints a fish.”  Stop and think about that.  God picks out one fish in this body of water, somewhere between the shores of Israel and maybe toward Spain; and in that one body of water God appoints a fish, a fish that has a stomach large enough to hold this man.  People have said, “Oh, that is a whale of a story.”  Well, there are fish, and there are stories of men that have been in the belly of a fish, and have come out alive and have survived.  There are records of these.  Is anything to hard for God?  He appoints a fish.  
Then I have down, He has Jonah in the fish for three days, so “God appoints time.”  God appoints the time for us to be in a specific situation.  In 1 Peter it says, “When you have been tested for a while…”  There is a while.  God is in charge of time.  The Psalmist says, “My times, O Lord, are in Your hands.”  My times are in Your hands.  Next to 2:3, I have, “God casts into the deep.”  It’s God that put Jonah into the deep.  Jonah knew it, for he says, “For You had cast me into the deep.”  God is behind the sailors.  Do you understand?  God cast me into the deep.  When you come down to 2:9, I put, “God is the one who saves,” because salvation is from the Lord.  He puts you into the deep.  He appoints the time that you are in the deep.  And He’s the one who rescues you from the deep.  He’s the One who saves you from it, so to speak, or the trial, or whatever you want to call it.  Then I love 2:10.  “Then the Lord commanded the fish, and it vomited Jonah up onto the dry land.”  Look at the awesomeness of God.  It gets even “gooder,” when we get to Chapter 4, which absolutely blows your mind.  So let’s go to Chapter 4.

(1) “But it greatly displeased Jonah,” [God did not destroy Nineveh, and it greatly displeased Jonah.  So what does it show you?  Is his heart aligned with God’s heart?  Is it beating like God’s heart?  O no, it so displeases him that he becomes angry.] “and he became angry.” [I have marked angry all the way through.]  (2) And he prayed to the Lord.” [I love it!  He is angry at God, and he is praying.] “He prayed to the Lord and said, ‘Please Lord, was not this what I said while I was still in my own country?  Therefore, in order to forestall this I fled to Tarshish,” [I didn’t want this to happen.] “In order to forestall this I fled to Tarshish.” [I had a good reason to go to Tarshish, and You brought me back.] “I fled to Tarshish, for I knew that You are a gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger and abundant in lovingkindness, and one who relents concerning calamity.” [Now look at what he knows about God!  He knows exactly what is written in Exodus 34:6-7, about the character of God, when God reveals Himself to Moses, and says, “I am gracious, and I am compassionate.”  He knows that; he understands that about God.  So in the margin I have a triangle.  The triangle says, “God is gracious, compassionate, slow to anger, abundant in lovingkindness, and relents regarding calamity,” (which we have already seen in 3:10.)  Now watch, “I know what You are; I know what You are going to do.  This is why I didn’t want to come.”  So where does it tell you that his heart is?  Is it aligned with God?  No, it is far from God’s heart.  Is he reflecting the character of God?  No, when he went and preached, he preached a message without his heart being in it.  

There are many preachers that have preached the message, because they understand it, they understand the facts of the gospel, and they preach it—but they don’t believe it.  I’ve heard them say, “I don’t believe it.”  “Why do you preach it?”  “It works.”  But they don’t align themselves.  You see, it is one thing to say one thing about God, but it’s another thing to align your life with what you are saying about God.  That is my greatest fear—because I say so much, because I am a teacher.  “Be not many teachers, for you shall receive the greater condemnation.”  So that is the fear.  

Now watch.  (4:3) “‘Therefore now, O Lord, please take my life from me, for death is better to me than life.’ (4) And the Lord said, ‘Do you have good reason to be angry?’” [Now this is what I would suggest, that any time you get angry, that you listen to this question from the Lord, “Do you have good reason to be angry?”  Because you see, Jonah didn’t have good reason to be angry.  God had good reason to be angry at Nineveh, right?   Because of their wickedness and their violence.  But Jonah did not have good reason to be angry because Nineveh repented.  So many times when we’re angry, the way to take care of our anger is to stop and look at the anger.  What am I angry about?  Why am I angry about this?  Is this a valid reason to be angry?  I’m telling you that there is a righteous anger, and the Bible says, “Be angry, and sin not.”  Anger is never to control you, but there is a time to be angry.  And that is a righteous anger, because if your heart is aligned with God, you’re going to be angry about the things that make God angry.  So then He says, “Do you have good reason to be angry?”  

4:5. “Then Jonah went out from the city and sat east of it.  There he made a shelter for himself and sat under it in the shade until he could see what would happen in the city. (6) So the Lord God appointed a plant” [I have a triangle by it.  I love it!  “God appoints a plant.”  Now look, how mundane can you get?  How basic can you get?  God appoints a plant.  He appointed a storm, He appoints a fish, He appoints a plant.  I mean, He is really down there in the dirt of the earth, isn’t He?  Right down here on planet earth, appointing a plant.] “and it grew up over Jonah to be a shade over his head to deliver him from his discomfort.” [It was really hot out there.  He was sitting in that sun.  He was just sitting there glaring at Nineveh.  He wanted to see.  Maybe God would change His mind, maybe God would destroy it, maybe he could see it go up in smoke.  He wanted to see what was going to happen in that city.  So he sits out there, and it is hot.] “And Jonah was extremely happy about the plant.” [Now catch the contrast.  He is angry because God has delivered a city, and he’s happy because God has given him a plant to shade his little head.] (7) “But God appointed a worm” [Isn’t it neat?  God appoints a storm, He appoints a fish, He appoints a plant, He appoints a little worm.  Now the plant is probably a castor plant.  A castor plant grows up real fast in that area, and it will grow from 8, to10, to 12 feet.  I mean, that is pretty good shade with good leaves.] “But God appointed a worm when dawn came the next day, and it attacked the plant and it withered. (8) And when the sun came up God appointed a scorching east wind,” [“You’re sad about the plant?  I’m really going to get you.”] “and the sun beat down on Jonah’s head so that he became faint and begged with all his soul to die, saying, ‘Death is better to me than life.’” 

Now I want to ask you a question: Have you ever contemplated suicide?  I have.  Why would anybody contemplate suicide?  Well, you would contemplate suicide because you are saying, “Death is better than life.”  Why is death better than life?  You’re contemplating suicide.  Why is death better than life?  Because life isn’t what you want it to be.  But who is God?  Life is not meant for me to be happy; life is designed for me to be holy, for me to be like God, so that no matter where I am, no matter the circumstances, no matter if I’m in the belly of a fish, no matter if I’m sitting outside of a city, I am reflecting the character of God.  So when you think about death, you have to stop and think, “Why do you want to take your life?  Listen, why do you want to play God, and take your life?”  You’re heart is not aligned with God.  You are saying, “It is more than I can bear.”  And God says, “I will not give you more than you can bear.” (1 Corinthians 10:13).  


In 4:9, it says, “Then God said to Jonah, ‘Do you have good reason to be angry about the plant?’  And he said, ‘I have good reason to be angry, even to death.’” [I am so angry, and I have a good reason to, and I just want to die, because of what happened to that plant.] (10) “Then the Lord said, ‘You had compassion on the plant for which you did not work, and which you did not cause to grow, which came up overnight and perished overnight.’” [This is the way He ends the book.]  

“Should I not have compassion on Nineveh, the great city in which there are more than 120,000 persons who do not know the difference between their right and left hand, as well as many animals?”  Let me ask you a question: Is your heart aligned with God’s heart, so that you have compassion on the things that God has compassion on, or is your heart aligned with the things in life that make you comfortable?  Do you have compassion on things and people that make life more pleasant?  Is that what you have compassion on?  Do you have more compassion on things that make you comfortable (like your china, your house, your boat, and all that, than you have on people?  Do you know how you know?  Know where you put your money.  Your money shows you where your heart is, what you have compassion on; and if you are buying things, things, things for yourself, then you can know this, that your heart is not aligned with God.  He had more compassion on a material thing that brought him comfort than he had on people who had been made in the image of God, and that were going to perish.  O beloved, if your heart is going to be aligned with God’s heart, it has to be a heart that is a compassionate heart.  

This is a book that is falling apart, called The Emancipation of Robert Sadler.  He was born in 1911.  He was an African slave.  The way that he was treated by people who professed to know Christ was absolutely horrible.  But one day, after he was set free, in the heat of the summer, the Lord put on his heart to go to Detroit.  “I was near Toledo when the Holy Spirit spoke to me, ‘Don’t go on the expressway; go through the business section of the city.’  I thought, ‘Lord, but the traffic is so bad.’  But the Spirit was saying, ‘Go through the city.’”  He saw a man hitchhiking, and the Lord said, “Pick up the man; pick him up.”  He picked him up.  The man had a gun on him; the man was furious.  The man was telling him how he was going to kill this man that he had caught with his wife, and how he was going to kill him.  He pulls out the gun, and he aims it at him, and he says, “You hear me?  I am going to kill him.”  Robert said, “His gun didn’t scare me; I just kept driving.  ‘Thank You, Jesus,’ I said quietly.  He said, ‘What?’  He said, ‘I was just thanking Jesus that you got into my car.’  ‘You what?’  ‘Thanking Jesus; do you know who He is?’  ‘Knock it off.’  ‘Well, He knows who you are, and that’s what counts.’”  

Then he got him to tell about his wife, and pulled out the details.  He talked to him.  Then he said to him, “Can I pray for you?”  And he said, “The man was stunned, and I began to pray softly, and I knew the man was crying.”  The man said to him, “What are you doing to me?”  He says, “I’m not doing anything, son; Jesus is doing it.”  He explained how God wanted to work a miracle, and then he looked at him, and the man prayed to receive Christ.  Then he looked at Robert Sadler, and this is what he said.  “Hate is an awful thing, isn’t it?”  Robert Sadler went ahead, and constructed a home, a home for men that were destitute.  It was a mission street, and when he constructed this home, this is what he called it, “The Compassion House.”  He said, “I have chosen this name for this mission.  Lord, always give me compassion.  I need lots of it.”  

We need compassion, beloved, if you are going to align yourself and your heart with the heart of God.  You have got to remember that He is gracious, and He is compassionate, and He is slow to anger.  Remember what you learn about Him from Jonah, and stand in awe of this God who appoints a storm, who appoints a fish, who appoints a plant, who appoints a worm, all to get a man’s attention, so that he might see and know God’s heart, and align himself with that.  

Let’s pray.  Father, thank You for Your word.  Thank You that it is a sure word.  Father, I pray that we would take heed to it, and I pray, Father, that as we go out into the world, as we look at Ninevites, Father, that You would remind us that You had compassion on them, and that You brought them the message.  And, Father, that theirs was to repent, and, Father, that you brought it through a messenger, a reluctant prophet.  Father, I pray that, as we look at the Ninevites in our society, that we, Father, will not be reluctant prophets, but that we would be so led by Your Spirit that we would hear You speak to us, even as Robert Sadler heard You speak.  And that we would be obedient the first time, and that we would be so led by You, and so understanding Your sovereignty, that we would know that this person has been placed in our life that we might tell them about the love of God that can absolve, dissolve, remove, the hate of man.  So, Father, may we remember this last line, it just kind of just ends there, “Shall I not have compassion?  Shall I not have compassion?”  Father, we know that mercy triumphs over judgment.  May we walk in Your mercy, in Your grace, and in Your compassion.  In Your name we pray.  Amen. 
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