REVIVAL OR CAPTIVITY? – LESSON 1
“The Anarchy of Pride”

Kay Arthur, Teacher


I want you to know, beloved, that I am so thankful that you have chosen to do this study with us, that you have chosen to set aside four weeks that can absolutely transform your life, and can be used by God to impact our society.  We have come to a crossroads in the United States of America, and that crossroads is:  Will it be revival, revival of righteousness in our nation, or will it be captivity?  What happens will determine where we go as a nation.  We are fighting, in our nation, a new kind of war, a kind of war that we have never fought before.  It is a kind of war where there is no national flag that is flying.  Rather, it is a war where our enemies are terrorists that have invaded our shores and done things to us in this nation that we have never experienced before.  Since September 11th, nothing has been the same in the United States of America.  There is a new religion springing up in America; the mosques are being built.  This new religion is diametrically opposed to the foundation of this nation, and yet we don’t know it.  We are not aware of it, and we don’t understand the fundamentals of their beliefs, that we, if they believe what Mohammed wrote, are the enemy.  We need to either bow the knee to Mohammed and the Muslim religion, or we need to be assassinated.  That is in our land.  We, as a nation, allow religious freedom, but this new religion that is moving in and building its mosques does not allow religious freedom.  

Greed has consumed us; we cannot get enough.  The biggest target of advertisers is teenagers, because of what they spend.  We want more and more and more, and it is for ourselves.  Integrity and trustworthiness are lacking; absolutes are gone.  We esteem evil good and good evil.  And because of apathy, the voice of the unrighteous drown out the whimper of the righteous.  We sit back in our apathetic way, and we whimper about what is going on while the unrighteous are drowning out what we value.  And yes, there is much that is good about the United States of America, but there is not much that is righteous.  There is a difference between goodness and kindness and compassion and helping people in times of calamity, and being righteous.  We have apostatized, and we have abandoned the fear of God.  Therefore, we have abandoned the fundamentals of morality.  It has led to anarchy.  Apathy leads to apostasy.  Apostasy means that you abandon the fundamentals that you once held to be true, the fundamentals of sexual morality.  We have now adopted homosexuality; we are adopting, or trying to adopt, same-sex marriages.  We have once declared that an abortion was a crime, and now it is protected by the law.  We have greatly, greatly changed!  And because of the apathy, I believe, of those who know God, we have gone into apostasy, and apostasy has led to anarchy, where every man does what is right in his own eyes.  

The other day my grandson came to see me.  I count it a privilege that I have a grandson who is in high school that comes to see his grandmother, just to hang out with me.  He came to hang out, and I had other plans, but I laid them all aside, because I treasure these times, and I treasure that relationship.  As we were talking, he brought back to me the Bands of Brothers, that I had asked for for Christmas several years ago, and haven’t had time to watch.  It is the story of World War II, the 101st Airborne Division, and it follows them through World War II.  As we got ready to watch, he was telling me about his favorite one.  I said, “Okay, Daniel.  We will watch your favorite one.”  He said, “Mimi, somewhere in this series there is something sexual (they are always trying to protect me).”  And it was on the one that we chose to watch.  I am telling you, my heart was broken.  All of a sudden, I said, “Daniel, do something.”  I am fumbling with the control, and he has the pillow in front of his face, but not before we saw a couple in the act of sexual intercourse.  I said, “Daniel, I am so sorry.”  I never, ever saw anything like that in my life, until one day I was flipping a channel in Germany, where it is on regular television.  Now, here is my grandson, a senior in high school, exposed to things like this.


I was talking to my 93 year old mother, and we were talking about the times and how drastically they have changed.  You can imagine what she has seen in 93 years, and what I have seen.  It is like it is all gone—innocence and purity and holiness and righteousness and graciousness, and a graciousness of life.  We go to church to worship the Lord, and we are dressed in things like we are going out to work in the yard.  There is no sense of sanctity; there is no sense of holiness; there is no sense of the fear of the Lord.  The question is:  What are you and I going to do about it?  We need to do exactly what you are doing.  We need to discover God’s precepts for life, and then, in discovering God’s precepts for life, we need to live them.  Then we need to proclaim them.  That is the key, because if we do not proclaim them, and we are just keeping them to ourselves, then the world is going to overpower us, and those who call evil good and good evil are going to let their voice be heard while we sit here in dumbness, unable to speak, because we do not really, really have that correct passion for the word of God.  

I want you to know that my desire for you, as I write these courses day and night, as I keep up this schedule, because it is my goal that you know the whole counsel of God.  Turn to 2 Timothy 4:1.  Paul is ready to die; he knows that the time of his departure has come.  As he sits down and pens his final letter, his final epistle, to his son Timothy, he says, (1) “I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom; (2) preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction. (3) For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires; (4) and will turn away their ears from the truth, and will turn aside to myths.” 

We are living in that day and in that age.  People really do not want to go through the Bible, book by book, and verse by verse, until they really taste it and see what they learn, but they want some teaching that is going to fatten their pocketbooks, that is going to give them more possessions, that is going to give them health, and happiness, and entertainment along the way.  And there is very little preaching and teaching on holiness and righteousness.  We have to do it.

Go to 1 Corinthians 10:5.  I would suggest that you read the whole chapter later, but after telling us what happened to the children of Israel, he says, “Nevertheless, with most of them God was not well-pleased; for they were laid low in the wilderness.” [They had all these experiences.  They drank from the rock.  They were baptized into Moses in the cloud.  They saw the power of God; they saw the miracles of God.  They saw the deliverance of God.] “Nevertheless, with most of them God was not well-pleased; for they were laid low in the wilderness.” [He killed them.] (6) “Now these things happened as examples for us, that we should not crave evil things, as they also craved. (7) And do not be idolaters, as some of them were; as it is written, ‘The people sat down to eat and drink, and stood up to play.’” [That’s what we do.  We sit down, we eat, and we stand up to proclaim the word of God?  No, to play.] (8) “Nor let us act immorally, as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in one day. (9) Nor let us try the Lord as some of them did, and were destroyed by the serpents. (10) Nor grumble as some of them did, and were destroyed by the destroyer.” [These are things that are not to be in our life.] (11) “Now these things happened to them as an example, and they were written for our instruction, upon whom the ends of the ages have come.”]

You see that the study you are in is going to be complicated.  We are trying to get all these kings straight; we are trying to remember which kingdom they were with.  We are trying to remember the progression of the things that happened, but you don’t have to remember all those details.  Get in the word of God, study the word of God, let the word of God get into you, and let it do its work, so that you will see their example, and say, “That is the way they lived, and I can learn from that.  I am not going to live that way; I am going to live, and I am going to walk, in righteousness.  Not in the goodness of the world, but in the righteousness of God.


As we come to 2 Kings 15, we have come to the most strategically significant period in the history of Israel.  This is a strategic time in the history of America, and the decisions that we make, and the directions that we take, will shape the course of our future.  This is what is happening in 2 Kings 15.  We have come to this strategic time of history, just as, I believe, it is the most strategic time in world history today in our world, and in the things that are happening.  Since the beginning of their occupation of Canaan, since they came out of the wilderness and crossed over the Jordan, since the beginning of their occupation of Canaan, they have, more or less, as a nation, been self-contained, even as America, more or less, as a nation, has been self-contained.  They have never been, up to this point in their history, greatly affected by the world powers that surrounded them.  The world powers that surrounded them were basically leaving them alone, and they had skirmishes with their neighbors.  They had skirmishes with Aram; they had skirmishes with Moab and Edom, but no great, major world power had ever come to take hold of them.  Although the kingdom was split in 931, and we had the northern kingdom and the southern kingdom, they were able to handle those skirmishes, even though they fought among themselves, that came from their neighbors.  

Under Jeroboam and Azariah (Uzziah) they were experiencing great prosperity.  (You studied it; you discussed it.)  But then the storm warning came.  The voice of the prophets was heard loud and clear, and that voice of the prophets was this:  “Return to Me.  Revive your love for Me, or you will go into captivity.”  It was a storm warning that, if not heeded and that storm came, it would change the landscape of Israel forever.  They did not heed it, and the landscape of Israel, from the period of time that you and I are studying (I want you to grasp this), from the days of Jeroboam and Uzziah, from that period of time, right up until 1948, Israel was impacted for all those millenniums.  And Israel, from that time on, from the days of Jeroboam and Uzziah into the Assyrian captivity, would never, ever be the same.  They would be scattered among the nations; they would not be recognized as a nation in its own right, with its own right to dwell on that land, until 1948, when they declared themselves as a nation, and yet, even still, their right to that land is challenged daily.

What happened?  This is what I want you to understand.  What you and I are studying is a crossroads in the history of Israel, because now a world empire is coming against Israel.  That world empire has a philosophy, and the philosophy of Assyria is this:  You move in, you conquer, you move out all the nobility, you move all the wise men, you move out all the leaders, you just leave scourings of society there, and then you move in (to God’s land) people that they have conquered from other nations.  You will see that as you continue to continue, as we move through this four week study of Revival or Captivity?  

The times under Jeroboam and Azariah were like our times, times of prosperity, times of plenty materially.  Go to 2 Kings 14:23.  I took you back there in your homework, but I want to put us into context.  Here we see a statement about Jeroboam (Jeroboam II).  He is the son of Jehoahash, and during his time Hosea is the prophet.  (23) “In the fifteenth year of Amaziah (the father of Uzziah, or Azariah) the son of Joash king of Judah, Jeroboam the son of Joash king of Israel became king in Samaria, and reigned forty-one years. (24) And he did evil in the sight of the Lord; he did not depart from all the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat (the one that brought idolatry to the northern kingdom), which he made Israel sin.” [And yet, because God loves His people, and because God did not say that He would get rid of the northern kingdom forever, God allowed this man to bring prosperity.] (25) “He restored the border of Israel from the entrance of Hamath (way north) as far as the Sea of the Arabah, according to the word of the Lord, the God of Israel, which He spoke through His servant Jonah.” 

During the days of Jeroboam, you have Jonah as a prophet, and you have Hosea as a prophet.  You want to put that down, or write it in the margin of your Bible.] (26) “For the Lord saw the affliction of Israel, which was very bitter,” [You see that when God sees His people in this bitterness of affliction, God is moved by His heart of compassion.] “for there was neither bond nor free, nor was there any helper for Israel. (27) And the Lord did not say that He would blot out the name of Israel from under heaven,” [He didn’t say, “This is what I am going to you,” because He promised that one day they would be restored.] “but He saved them by the hand of Jeroboam the son of Joash.” [For forty-one years, you have the king of the north, who was doing evil in the sight of the Lord, and yet the grace of God is being poured out on that land.  Why?  Because God is merciful, because God is compassionate.


Now let’s look at Uzziah.  Go to 2 Chronicles 26:1.  Uzziah becomes king in the twenty-seventh year of Jeroboam, so you have Jeroboam ruling in the north first, and Amaziah, Uzziah’s father, is on the throne.  He has been a good king, and now in the twenty-seventh year of Jeroboam, Uzziah comes to the throne.  When Uzziah comes to the throne, he is going to rule for fifty-two years.  (1) “And all the people of Judah took Uzziah, who was sixteen years old, and made him king in the place of his father Amaziah. (2) He built Eloth and restored it to Judah after the king slept with his fathers. (3) Uzziah was sixteen years old when he became king, and he reigned fifty-two years in Jerusalem;” (4) “And he did right in the sight of the Lord according to all that his father Amaziah had done.” [Here you have a wicked king to the north; here you have a righteous king to the south (twenty-seven years into the reign of Jeroboam), and you have a man that is doing right in the sight of the Lord.  Jeroboam is not doing right in the sight of the Lord, but God is being merciful, and God is being compassionate.  So they are prospering in the north, and they are prospering in the south.  How did you see this prospering, and shy did God prosper him?  Look at v. 5.

(5) “And he continued to seek God in the days of Zechariah, who had understanding through the vision of God; and as long as he sought the Lord, God prospered him.” [So here was a king who was seeking God, who got understanding through this prophet Zechariah, and let him know what was going on.  As long as he sought the Lord, God prospered him.  Then you see that he has people paying tribute to him, he has enlarged the borders, he has a very solid army, and he is able to handle anything that comes his way.  Everything is great!] (15) “And in Jerusalem he made engines of war invented by skillful men to be on the towers and on the corners, for the purpose of shooting arrows and great stones.  Hence his fame spread afar, for he was marvelously helped until he was strong.” [You have circled it, and you have marked it.  It is a time phrase, “until he was strong.”] (16) “But when he became strong, his heart was so proud that he acted corruptly,” 

One of the things that you are going to see, as you do this study, is the danger of pride.  You are going to see that of all the sins, the most insidious sin that you and I can get involved in is pride.  Pride is when we say to God, “God, I don’t need You.  I can handle this myself.”  Pride is when we think we know more than God, and this is what is happening in our nation today.  We think we know more than God, and that is why we are trying to change the rules.  That is why we are aborting, that is why we are condoning homosexuality and lesbianism, and we are condoning adultery, which is in the same class as that.  We are condoning these marriages, and we are taught that we are to be tolerant.  There is no right; there is no wrong; there are no moral absolutes, and who are you to be the judge?  We have sat down, and we have rewritten the laws, and we have rewritten our constitution, not on paper, but in our understanding, because we look at things, and we evaluate them through our human reasoning rather than through the absolutes of God.  So we look at the constitution, and we say, “Surely our fathers didn’t mean this,” or “Our fathers did not understand what we would be facing.”  We have done the same thing with the word.  “God really didn’t mean that homosexuality was wrong; He meant infidelity among two people was wrong.  If it were two men, then infidelity was wrong.  This is what He was talking about.”  So we try to rewrite it, and that is pride.   

Humility is bringing ourselves low, under the hand of God, and listening to what God has to say, and ordering our lives accordingly (Listen to me very carefully), whether we feel it, or whether we don’t feel like it, whether we want to do it, or we don’t want to do it, whether it is expedient, or it is not expedient.  We do what we want to do.  You say, “But I don’t see any of that here.”  No, you don’t see it.  You don’t see it written, except in a couple of little places in Kings and Chronicles, what the people were like.  But right now, we are looking at what the political atmosphere was like.  Who were these rulers, and what was going on?


(16) “But when he became strong, his heart was so proud that he acted corruptly, and he was unfaithful to the Lord his God, for he entered the temple of the Lord to burn incense on the altar of incense.” [He has come to such a position of power, he has come to such a position of fame, he has come to such a position of greatness that now he thinks that now there are no restraints on him.  Because he is who he is, because he is so powerful, because of what he has done for this southern kingdom, because they are so prosperous, and enjoying a prosperity that they had never known since the days of Solomon, he thinks then that he can break the laws of God, that he can override the commandments of God, the statutes, and the ordinances, and the regulations, and that he, who is from the tribe of Judah, can walk into the temple of God where no one except a Levite was ever allowed, and that he can take the incense off of the altar, and offer it up, because he is the great king.]  


You know the story; you know how he was struck, and you know the leprosy that came upon him.  But the thing that I want you to see is the thing that just thrills me about this account.  There were men that were priests that would not let him get away with it.  When he went into that temple, they tried to stop him, these eighty priests that were called “valiant men” in v. 17.  (18) “And they opposed Uzziah the king and said to him, ‘It is not for you, Uzziah, to burn incense to the Lord, but for the priests, the sons of Aaron who are consecrated to burn incense.  Get out of the sanctuary, for you have been unfaithful, and will have no honor from the Lord God.’” [Now where are the priests?  Where are the priests?  You and I are a kingdom of priests.  Our nation is at a crossroad.  You know what is going on (and if you don’t know what is going on, just a hold of some of the statistics, and you will see that we are losing the battle morally, that we have no black and white.  Everything is gray now, and every man is doing what is right in his own eyes, and that is what anarchy is.  We are living in a personal anarchy.  You saw it when governors and judges went against the written laws of the land, and sanctioned homosexual marriages.  You saw it!  They thought they could get away with it.  Where are the people that are going to stand up, and say, “Oh, no; you are not allowed to do that”?  Oh, no; the constitution means exactly what it says.  The laws mean exactly what they sat.”  You see, our law system now is not based on the law itself; it is based on decisions that are made about that law.  So if you have a bad decision that is made on a law, it becomes a guideline for others when they are determining what is right and what is wrong, because they have left the foundation.  They have left the plumb line, and the word of God is our plumb line.  God is looking for young men like you (and I am so glad that you are here, and I am so proud of you), God is looking for college men like you, God is looking for men and women, God is looking for elderly people to stand and say, “No, no.  You are not going to do this.  You are not going to get away with this.”  So they stopped him—God stopped him, so to speak, dead in his tracks.  He broke out with leprosy, and he was a leper until the day of his death.  


Let’s look at all of this, and let’s find out what else is going on, because, remember, Uzziah becomes king in the 27th year of the reign of Jeroboam.  Jeroboam is only going to reign for forty-one years, so what is happening in his real history at this time.  Go back to 2 Kings 15:8.  At the beginning of the chapter, we have the account of the reign of Azariah (who is also Uzziah), and then he takes us (after v. 7) and shows us what is happening in the northern kingdom.  (8) “In the thirty-eighth year of Azariah king of Judah, Zechariah the son of Jeroboam became king over Israel in Samaria for six months.” [Zecharizh is the son of Jeroboam.  Jeroboam moves off the scene, and Zechariah is there.  But Uzziah is still the king of the southern kingdom.  He only lives for six months, because he is murdered by Shallam.] (9) “And (Zechariah) he did evil in the sight of the Lord, as his fathers had done; he did not depart from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, which he made Israel sin. (10) Then Shallum the son of Jabesh conspired against him and struck him before the people and killed him, and reigned in his place.” [So now you have the overthrowing of the throne.  You have a real anarchy here, because Zechariah is the last of the dynasty of Jehu.] 

11) “Now the rest of the acts of Zechariah, behold they are written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel. (12) This is the word of the Lord which He spoke to Jehu, saying, ‘Your sons to the fourth generations shall sit on the throne of Israel.’ And so it was.” [He said to Jehu, who was a usurper of the throne, “Your sons will sit on this throne only to the fourth generation,” and even though they were wicked, God allowed them until the fourth generation.  And then it was over.  “And it was so.”  It was the end of Jehu’s dynasty.  It ended with the death of Zechariah, who was the son of Jeroboam II.  In ten years, you are going to have all this uprising against this kingdom.

(13) “Shallum son of Jabesh became king in the thirty-ninth year of Uzziah king of Judah, and he reigned one month in Samaria. (14) Then Menahem son of Gadi went up from Tirzah and came to Samaria, and struck Shallum son of Jabesh in Samaria, and killed him and became king in his place.” [So, you have six months, and then you have one month, and then you have Menahem coming.  Menahem is going to reign for ten years.  He comes to the throne in the thirty-ninth year of Azariah (or Uzziah).  You have an unstable government in the north, and a very stable government in the south.  You have men that are evil in the north, and you have a man who, at this point in his life, is doing what is right in the sight of the Lord.  When Menahem comes to power, in v. 19, a world power is ready to come against Israel.] (19) “Pul, king of Assyria, came against the land,” [

They know from history that Pul is another name for Tiglath-pileser, the king of Assyria.  Assyria kept trying to progress and conquer, but this is what Assyria would do until this time.  They would come down and attack, but they were unable to hold their own, so they would retreat again.  This has been the history of Assyria.  But now, under Tiglath-pileser, this empire is growing and is strong under his leadership, so he is given a thousand talents of silver by Menahem, and as a result of this thousand talents of silver, which he gets from the people (he taxes the people), then Tiglath-pileser (Pul) goes home, and stays home for awhile.]

Then, after Menahem, we come to Pekahiah.  Pekahiah lives two years, and he is killed.  Can you see the instability of this land?  They have never known this before.  Pekahiah comes to the throne in the fiftieth year of Uzziah (and Uzziah is going to reign fifty-two years).  Pekahiah comes, and is killed by Pekah.  Pekah rules for twenty years, so you have some stability.  But at the end of twenty years, he is killed by Hoshea (and we will look at him later in this course).  Something very significant happens during the reign of Pekah.  (27) “In the fifty-second year of Azariah king of Judah, Pekah son of Remaliah became became king over Israel in Samaria, and reigned twenty years. (29) And he did evil in the sight of the Lord; he did not depart from the sins of Jeroboam son of Nebat, which he made Israel sin. (29) In the days of Pekah king of Israel, Tiglath-pileser king of Assyria came and captured Ijon and Abel-beth-maacah and Janoah and Keedesh and Hazor and Gilead and Galilee, all the land of Naphtali;” 


Remember this—these are people sitting in darkness.  So he comes and captures the land of Naphtali, the land that is around the Sea of Galilee.  He takes them captive, and carries them captive to Assyria.  Now the crossroads have come; now, from this point on, nothing will ever be the same.  Menahem was able to buy Tiglath off, but he could not hold him off.  He came down, and this time he took them captive.  There is more to come.  From this point in history, Israel will never be the same.  And Israel is not the same because of the leadership, but also because of the sin. 

(30) “And Hoshea the son of Elah made a conspiracy against Pekah the son of Rmaliah, and struck him and put him to death and became king in his place, in the twentieth year of Jotham the son of Uzziah.” [Now you have Jotham ruling.  Is he a good king, or a bad king?  He is a good king.  Do the people prosper under him?  Yes, the people prosper under him.  And yet, there is a crack in the foundation.  Underneath this prosperity, just like in our nation, was an underlying crack in the foundation of their nation, and it is the prophets that give us the story.  Our prosperity and our lack of moral absolutes make us, individually and corporately, vulnerable to captivity.  If you have a crack in your moral foundation, individually or as a nation, it makes you vulnerable to captivity; it makes you vulnerable to enslavement.  It makes you vulnerable, because if the foundations are destroyed, what does it say?  “What are the righteous going to do?”]  


You see, as you go to the prophets, what God is saying through the prophets.  We have studied Amos.  We have looked at Amos.  Amos was a prophet in the days of Uzziah.  Also, Hosea was a prophet in the days of Uzziah, and we are going to study him next.  Then Isaiah was a prophet in the days of Uzziah.  All this time of prosperity, these prophets, because God has shown them, understand the moral crack in the foundation.  Go to Isaiah 1:1.  (I want to pull Isaiah in now, because we are not going to study Isaiah for a while, but we have to understand that this is the voice of the prophet.  This is the voice of a man of God that is willing to stand and speak forth the word of God.)  

(1)  “The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz, concerng Judah and Jerusalem which he saw during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Herekiah, kings of Judah” [I believe that in Isaiah 1-5, he is going to show us the crack in the foundation.  As he shows us the crack in the foundation, he lets us know where these people are, and he has a reason for this, which we see in Chapter 6.] (2) “Listen, O heavens, and hear, O earth; for the Lord speaks,” [“You had better pay attention.”  What is the problem in the United States of America?  What is the problem in the churches?  In a lot of the churches (not all of the churches) this book is never opened except on Sunday—if it is opened at all, and we are not hearing the words of the Lord.  Or, we are going to Bible studies that deal with our problems, deal with our emotions (which is fine), but we have somehow, sometime got to grow enough that we will get into the word of God for ourselves, and study it book by book, precept by precept by precept, and literally hang on to every word of God, because they are precepts for life.  We have got to do the nitty-gritty.  We have to do the hard work.  It is not just about getting our problems solved, and our marriages straightened out, and our relationships all right, and making sure that we can handle life and have all these neat little things that help us.  It has got to be knowing God.]


(1:2b) “‘Sons I have reared and brought up, but they have revolted against Me. (3) An ox knows its owner, and a donkey its master’s manger, but Israel does not know, My people do not understand.’” [They don’t know Me.  They are in this prosperity, and they have everything going for them, but they don’t know Me.] (4) “Alas, sinful nation, people weighed down with iniquity, offspring of evildoers, sons who act corruptly!  They have abandoned the Lord, they have despised the Holy One of Israel,” [He will be called that about 27 times in the book of Isaiah—“The Holy One of Israel.”] “they have turned away from Him.” [Yes, they were going through the religious procedures of the day.  They were going to the temple; they were offering their sacrifices, but it was a superficial religion.  They were religious, but they were not righteous.  Have you got that?  Are you religious?  Or are you righteous?  If you are righteous, you have a true religion.]

(10) “Hear the word of the Lord, you rulers of Sodom; give ear to the instruction of our God, you people of Gomorrah. (11) ‘What are your multiplied sacrifices to Me?’ says the Lord.  “I have had enough of burnt offering of rams, and the fat of fed cattle.  And I take no pleasure in the blood of bulls, lambs, or goats. (12) When you come to appear before Me, who requires of you this trampling of My courts?  (13) Bring your worthless offerings no longer, incense is an abomination to Me.  New moon and sabbath, the calling of assemblies—I cannot endure iniquity and the solemn assembly. (14) I hate your new moon festivals and your appointed feasts, they have become a burden to Me.’” (15) “‘So when you spread out your hands in prayer, I will hide My eyes from you.  Yes, even though you multiply prayers, I will not listen.  Your hands are covered with blood.’” [You are praying, and your hands are filled with blood.  You are praying, and you aborting.] (16) “‘Wash yourselves, make yourselves clean; remove the evil of your deeds from My sight.  Cease to do evil, (17) learn to do good;’” [Now watch what “good” is.] “‘seek justice, reprove the ruthless;’” [This is the result of righteousness.] “‘defend the orphan, plead for the widow. (18) Come now, and let us reason together,’ says the Lord, ‘though your sins are as scarlet, they will be as white as snow;’” [In other words, come to Me.  Return to Me, and I will revive you.] (19) “‘If you consent and obey, you will eat the best of the land; (20) but if you refuse and rebel, you will be devoured by the sword.’  Truly, the mouth of the Lord has spoken.]

Then as you read on in vv. 21-23, you see the state of the nation.  (22) “Your silver has become dross, your drink diluted with water. (23) Your rulers are rebels, and companions of thieves;” [Then go to 2:7] “Their land has also been filled with silver and gold, and there is no end of their treasure.” [Describe the United States, please.  I travel all over the word.  “Describe the United States, please.”] “Their land has also been filled with horses,” [Ours with cars.] “And there is no end to their chariots. (8) Their land has also been filled with idols; they worship the work of their hands,” [And that is what we do!  We don’t have time for the word of God, because we have to work, so that we can have more.] (11) “The proud look of man will be abased, and the loftiness of man will be humbled, and the Lord alone will be exalted in that day. (12) For the Lord of hosts will have a day of reckoning against everyone who is proud and lofty, and against everyone who is lifted up.” [What happened to Uzziah when he became strong?  He became proud; his heart was lifted up.]

Go to Chapter 3:1, “For behold, the Lord God of hosts is going to remove from Jerusalem and Judah both supply and support, the whole supply of water; (2) the mighty man and the warrior, the judge and the prophet, the diviner and the elder, (3) the captain of fifty and the honorable man,” (4) “And I will make mere lads their princes and capricious children will rule over them,” [There will be chaos just like there was in the French Revolution, when the common man who had been so oppressed all of a sudden rose up, and it was awful; it was a slaughter.  This is what he is saying here.] (8) “For Jerusalem has stumbled, and Judah has fallen, because their speech and their actions are against the Lord, to rebel against His glorious presence.” [Then he goes on to say that He is going to arise to contend with them.  He is going to deal with them.]


Go to 5:13, and look at what he says, “Therefore My people go into exile (captivity) for their lack of knowledge; and their honorable men are famished, and their multitude is parched with thirst. (14) Therefore Sheol has enlarged its throat and opened its mouth without measure;” [Why does anyone go into captivity?  Why do they go into bondage?  Because of a lack of knowledge, because they don’t know God, they don’t understand His ways, and therefore, they are not protected by God.  You see that God talks, in this passage, “This is what I am going to do, but there is a righteous element here.  I want you to know that I am going to protect the righteous.”]  Go back to 3:10, “Say to the righteous that it will go well with them, for they will eat the fruit of their actions. (11) Woe to the wicked!  It will go badly with him.” [In other words, here is a promise, that if you respond to what you are learning, if you get the knowledge of God, and if you live according to that knowledge, according to His precepts for life, then it will go well with you, even though it is going bad with everyone else.]  


When did he see all this?  Why did he write all this?  In 6:1, it says, “In the year of King Uzziah’s death,” [How did King Uzziah die?  He died a leper.  He died because his heart became proud, and he never returned to God.] “I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, lofty and exalted, with the train of His robe filling the temple.” (3) “And one called out to another and said, ‘Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord of hosts, the whole earth is full of His glory.’” [When Isaiah saw the Lord in all of His holiness, then he saw himself, and he said,” (5) “Woe is me, for I am undone.  I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips;” [He saw the sin of his people; he saw his own sin, because He saw the holiness of God.]

Oh, beloved, as you do your study, when you open this book, when you get down all the facts, when you gain this knowledge, then say to God, “All right, I know what is happening here.  Now I want to take those things that happened, because I know they are an example for me, and I want to embrace them.  I want You to speak to me, and I want You to show me if I am like Uzziah—if I’ve got all these material things, and my fame and everything is going great, and I have become proud.  If I have depended on You until I was strong, God, I want You to show me.  As I listen to the voice of the prophets, as I listen to the words of these people, I don’t want to sit there, and shake my finger at them, and say, “Shame on you!  How could you not believe God?  How could you not follow God, when God has done all this for you?  Shame on you!”  No, I want to look at that, and then I want to look at me, and I want to see if I am in the same place they are.  God, use Your word to be an inspector of the foundation of my life, and see if there are any cracks in that foundation.  If there are, reveal them to me.  Revive me, according to Thy word.  Revive me, so I don’t go into captivity.”


Let’s pray.  Father, thank You for Your word.  Thank you for bringing it to us at this time in our history, when we are at a crossroads, a crossroads in our society, and Father, You so desperately need people like Isaiah, that are going to get a glimpse of You and a glimpse of themselves, and a glimpse of the people, and then when they hear Your voice saying, “Who will go?  Who will I send?” they in turn will say, “Here I am, Lord, send me.  I’ll go; I’ll speak.  I’ll be salt; I’ll be light.  I will hold forth this word in the midst of this crooked and perverse generation.  Oh, God, here I am; send me.”  Father, thank You for what You are going to do in these peoples’ lives.  Thank You that You are going to root them, and ground them, and establish them in the word of God.  And thank You, Father, that they are not just going to take these as truths for themselves, but as truths for the nation, and that we are going to come out of our apathy, and come out of our apostasy, and out of our anarchy, and that we are going to be men and women that are a kingdom of priests unto you and unto our God in the midst of this crooked and perverse generation, holding forth the word of life, so that they might see the light of life, and that they might be rescued from the darkness.  Thank You now, and bless You.  In Jesus’ holy name.  Amen.
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