REVIVAL OR CAPTIVITY? – LESSON 2
“Questions to Ask in Difficult Times”

Kay Arthur, Teacher


When you are in a trial, my friend, when you are confronted by an enemy, or when any sort of difficulty comes your way, there are four questions that you need to ask yourself.  We want to look at those four questions.  They are found in the text.  As we go to these Old Testament kings, and as we walk through the Kings, and as we walk through the prophets, you and I need to realize that these things, as we saw last week, are examples for us.  They are lessons, and I am so excited about the lessons that you and I are going to see when we confront trials, what do we do.  What do we learn from the text that we have studied?

The first question that you need to ask is this:  Does God change?  Whenever you are in a trial, the first question you need to ask yourself is, “Does God change?”  The second question is: Am I going to believe Him?  The third question is:  Hasn’t He given me His Son?  And the fourth question is: Isn’t God with us?  Whenever I am in a trial, (1) Does God change?  (2) Am I going to believe Him?  (3) Hasn’t He given me His Son?  (4) Is God not with me?  If you will ask those four questions, and realize what the answers are, then you are going to move through that trial.  You will be able to handle that enemy that confronts you; you will be able to go through that as more than a conqueror.  You are not going to panic.  Why panic?  Believe, and you will stand firm.  Does that ring a bell?  Yes, it does ring a bell, because it is a verse that you saw as you studied Isaiah 7.  


All this week we have focused on one king—one king who did evil in the sight of the Lord, and his name was Ahaz.  Ahab was the son of Jotham, and Jotham did right in the sight of the Lord.  Jotham had a daddy that reigned for fifty-two years, and his name was Uzziah.  Uzziah did right in the sight of the Lord also.  So here is Ahaz, who had a godly heritage, and yet he did evil in the sight of the Lord.

Go to 2 Chronicles 28.  I know that you have reviewed this, but hang in there with me, and let’s review it one more time, because they say that you have to see a commercial so many times before it sticks anyway, and this is far more important than a commercial.  (1) “Ahaz was twenty years old when he became king, and he reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem; and he did not do right in the sight of the Lord as David his father had done.” [What dynasty is he from?  He is from the tribe of Judah, and the house of David.  As the king of Judah, instead of walking like David, his father, did…] (2) “But he walked in the ways of the kings of Israel;” [How did the kings of Israel do?  When the kingdom divided in 931 B.C. and Jeroboam took the northern kingdom (which was the kingdom of Israel), what was the first thing that he did?  He made himself two golden calves, and led the people into idolatry.  Ahaz is doing as the kings of Israel.] (3) “Moreover, he burned incense in the valley of Benhinnom, and burned his sons in fire,” [That means that he gave his sons to the gods of Molech, an ugly, ugly god.  Molech was like a furnace of fire, and there was a chute.  They would take their children, and they would slide them down that chute, right into the mouth of that idol with that burning fire.  This is what he did to his sons, his own flesh and blood.] “according to the abominations of the nations whom the Lord had driven out before the sons of Israel.” [In other words, when they took the land, they took the land of Canaan because the inhabitants, the Canaanites before them, the Amorites , the Perrizites, Hittites, all the “ites,” had done all these abominations.  When their cup of iniquity was full, when the iniquity of the Amorites was complete, then God moved the children of Israel in to take over that land, and now the children of Israel have done just like the former inhabitants.]

(4) “And he sacrificed and burned incense on the high places, on the hills, and under every green tree. (5) “Wherefore” [And I would underline that, or mark it.] “the Lord his God delivered him into the hand of the king of Aram; and they defeated him and carried from him a great number of captives, and brought them to Damascus,” [Now where is Damascus, in relationship to Jerusalem?  It is north, up in Aram.] “And he also delivered into the hand of the king of Israel, who inflicted him with heavy casualties. (6) For Pekah the son of Ramaliah (king of Israel) slew in Judah 120, 000 in one day, all valiant men, because they had forsaken the Lord God of their fathers. (7) And Zichri, a might man of Ephraim, slew Maaseiah the king’s son,” [So he loses his son.] “and Azrikam the ruler of the house and Elkanah the second to the king. (8) The sons of Israel carried away captive of their brethren 200,000 women, sons, and daughters; and took also a great deal of spoil from them, and they brought the spoil to Samaria.” [All of this happened because Ahaz was unfaithful.  Ahaz was unfaithful, and they had forsaken the Lord.  My question is: (Look at v. 19) why was Ahaz unfaithful?]

(19) “For the Lord humbled Judah because of Ahaz king of Israel, for he had brought about a lack of restraint in Judah and was very unfaithful to the Lord.” (22) “Now in the time of his distress” [When things are going hard—when he is confronted by an enemy.  When he is in a difficult situation, what does he do?]  “this same King Ahaz became yet more unfaithful to the Lord.” [So, I ask the question, as I read it, “Why did Ahaz do evil?  Why was he unfaithful?  Why did he think he could get away with it?  Why do you do evil?  Why do I do what is wrong?  Why do we think that we can get away with it?  Don’t we know that God does not change?”  Any time when you and I are in a difficult situation, the question we need to ask is, “Does God change?”  If God does not change, then however I respond in that situation (because God doesn’t change) He has got to respond or react to me in character, and according to His character.  This is what we need to see.  If you did evil, if you choose to do evil, do you think God is going to change, and this time He is not going to punish you?  If you think that you can have an affair, or if you go on the Internet and you can look at these things, or that you can lie, or you can steal, I want to ask you a question.  Do you think God has changed?  Do you think you can get away with it?  No, you can’t get away with it, because God doesn’t change.  God is who He was.  God is immutable; He never changes.  He is the same yesterday, today, and forever.  So, I want to grab hold of Ahaz, and say, “Ahaz, think!  Think!  What makes you think you can go against the God of heaven?  What makes you think, Ahaz, that God is going to change, and that you are going to get away with it?  What makes you think that?”  Doesn’t God reward those who walk uprightly?  Doesn’t He have this example?

Go to 2 Chronicles 26:5, talking about Uzziah (or Azariah, as he is also called).  What should Ahaz know, because Ahaz has ruled during the time that his father Jotham ruled.  They had a joint reign.  Jotham ruled during the time that Uzziah ruled; they had a joing reign.  These men were connected, so to speak.  They knew what was going on.  (5) “And he continued to seek God in the days of Zechariah, who had understanding though the vision of God; and as long as sought the Lord, God prospered him.” [Hasn’t Ahaz seen and known that God prospered his grandpa, and he prospered his grandpa because his grandpa sought him?]

Look at 2 Chronicles 27:5, talking about Ahaz’s daddy.  (5) “He (Jotham) fought also with the king of the Ammonites and prevailed over them so that the Ammonites gave him during that year one hundred talents of silver, ten thousand kors of wheat and ten thousand of barley.  The Ammonites also paid him this amount in the second and in the third year. (6) “So Jotham became mighty because he ordered his ways before the Lord his God.” [Why did Ahaz not walk that way when he knew that God had blessed him?  Did he think God had changed?  Did he think that he could turn away from God, and turn to the arm of flesh (which is what he is going to do)?  He is going to go up and get the king of Assyria; he is going to take him silver, and all these things, and try to buy his protection?  Why is Ahaz doing that?  Why is he turning to the arm of flesh?  Has anyone ever turned to the arm of flesh, and had God bless them?  No.  

If we see that in those kings, we need to ask our own question:  Why do we, in the time of trial, turn to the arm of flesh?  Why do we, in the time of trial, run to human help before we run to divine help?  Why do we do that?  Has God changed?  Is He incapable?  Has anyone ever lived that way (in sin) and gotten away with it?  Can you sin and not be judged?  No, you can’t, because God doesn’t change, and God is holy.  If in a trial, if in a situation, when I am tempted to turn to the arm of flesh, when I am tempted to walk my own way, if I would stop and rein myself in, and say, “Wait a minute!  Does God change?  What have I learned about God as I have studied through the word of God?  (The best way to study through the word of God is to begin at the beginning, and move on through, so that you really understand Him, and understand His ways, and understand this divine revelation that is being opened up before you.)  If you go back, you can see one thing—that you can never sin and get away with it.  He saw that in Grandpa.  He saw that God blessed him while he sought the Lord, but when Grandpa Uzziah became strong, and he thought that he could do whatever he wanted to do, Uzziah forgot that God does not change.  He forgot that one day two sons of Aaron (Adab and Abihu) thought that God had changed, and that they could offer God any kind of incense that they wanted, and God killed them.  (Leviticus 10)  Uzziah forgot that God does not change.  Now Ahaz looks back, and sees that Grandpa was fine as long as he sought the Lord, but when Grandpa became independent of God, and he walked into the temple to the altar of incense, then he became a leper—and he died a leper.  We have got to stop and think, in any situation or any trial, “Okay, I am in this trial.  Now, is God going to change?”  If He is not going to change, if He is who He is, if He is immutable, then, I, in that trial or that situation, need to act how?  I need to act according to who God is.  

If God does not change, then you can trust Him.  Have you got it?  If God does not change, then you can trust what you know about Him, or you can trust what the Bible teaches you, whether you know it or not.  You can trust Him.  It is a matter of faith.  Go to Isaiah 7:1.  The reason I read 2 Chronicles 28 is because we are looking at a situation that happens before Rezin (king of Aram) and Pekah actually attack and try to take Jerusalem.  So this is what we are looking at.  (1) “Now it came about in the days of Ahaz, the son of Jotham, the son of Uzziah, king of Judah, that Rezin the king of Aram and Pekah the son of Remaliah, king of Israel, went up to Jerusalem to wage war against it, but could not conquer it (Jerusalem).” [That is important; that is why you double underline your geographical locations.  They went up against the Holy City; they went up against Mount Zion.  They went up to the city where God had put His name, and where God had put His temple.  They went to wage war against it, but they couldn’t conquer it.]

(2) “When it was reported to the house of David (at this time it was Ahaz) saying, ‘The Arameans have camped in Ephraim,’ his heart and the hearts of the people shook as the trees of the forest shake with the wind.” [He is hearing, “They are up there in Ephraim.”  Ephraim is around Samaria, and is in the northern kingdom.  The northern kingdom was referred to as the Ephraim, because it was the largest of the ttribes.  They are going to come against him, and he hears the word, and he is literally trembling, and the people are too.  They know that they are done, so as this happens, God, because God does not change, because God keeps His promises, comes to Isaiah.] (3) “Then the Lord said to Isaiah, ‘Go out now to meet Ahaz, you and your son Shear-jashub, at the end of the conduit of the upper pool, on the highway to the fuller’s field,” [“Go there and meet him.”  You can just imagine—maybe Ahaz has not met his son, so he introduces him to his son.  So he introduces him to Ahaz, and he says, “Ahaz, I want you to meet my son, Shear-jashub (which means, “a remnant will return.)”  So, right away, there is a promise.  There is a promise in the introduction of that son.  It is not all going to be lost; there is going to be a remnant.  A remnant will return.  This is my son’s name, Shear-jashub.”  As he introduces Shear-jashub, he makes a statement with his name.]

(4) “and say to him, ‘Take care, and be calm, have no fear and do not be fainthearted because of these two stubs of smoldering firebrands, on account of the fierce anger of Rezin and Aram, the sons of Remaliah. (5) Because Aram, with Ephraim and the son of Remaliah (Pekah), has planned evil against you, saying,” [Have you ever had somebody tell you, “Oh, I want you to know, they are out to get you.  They are going to level you.  They are going to get you out of that job.  They are going to tell lies about you.  They are plotting against you.”  What happens?  You just go (shaking), and this is what is happening.  He is going (shaking), because he hears about the evil.  What is he to do?  He is to do those four things that I am telling you about.  The first thing he is to realize is: God doesn’t change.  That is his hope; that is his anchor in the midst of this.  Watch what it says!]

(6) “‘Let us go up against Judah and terrorize it, and make for ourselves a breach in its walls, and set up the son of Tabeel as king in the midst of it,’” [Immediately, if Ahaz was clinging to God, if Ahaz was remembering what he had been taught, then Ahaz would know, “It cannot happen.  It absolutely cannot happen, because (in 2 Samuel 7) God made a promise to David, my father.  God cut a covenant with David, that no one else but the son (a descendant) of David would sit on the throne of Judah.”  If he had only remembered, “God doesn’t change.  If God makes a covenant, He keeps a covenant.  If God makes a promise, He keeps a promise.  Why?  Because God is immutable; God does not change.  God rewards good; God judges evil, but if God made a promise, whether good or evil, God is going to keep the promise.”  We have seen that—we saw it in Abijah.  We saw that when Abijah became king (in 1 Kings 15) and he did evil, God still did not remove him from the throne, and God did not allow him to lose his power, because of a promise that God had made to David.  God does not change, and this is what we need to remember in a trial.  We need to grab hold, and think, “Now listen, God does not change.  He is who He was, and He will always be who He was.  He is the same yesterday, today, and forever.  Jesus doesn’t change.  I can trust Him.  I can trust Him.”]


(7) “thus says the Lord God, ‘It shall not stand nor shall it come to pass.’” [Don’t panic—it is not going to stand.  They are coming to take you; they are coming to get you off your throne.  They are coming to besiege Jerusalem.  It is not going to happen!  They are not going to get you off the throne.  It is not going to stand, nor shall it come to pass.  Why?] (8) “For the head of Aram is Damascus and the head of Damascus is Rezin (now within another 65 years Ephraim will be shattered, so that it is no longer a people),” [In other words, in 65 years, Ephraim is going to be wiped out; the northern kingdom is going to be wiped out.  This is your enemy.  (We know that it happened in 722 B.C, and we are going to study it next week.)  We know also that when 65 years was up, one of those Assyrians kings whose names I have trouble pronouncing, but you can read about him in Ezra 4, moves a bunch of people from the Assyrian empire into Samaria, and sets them up there, so we know that this is going to happen.]

(9) “and the head of Ephraim is Samaria and the head of Samaria is the son of Remaliah (Pekah).  If you will not believe, you will surely not last.” [You will surely not make it.  You will surely not stand.  You will fall; you will stumble, because you didn’t believe.  So this is what I am to ask myself in a trial:  Does God change?  No, He is the same.  If I know His character, and I understand His character, then I can go back to what I know about God, and I can hang on to it, because God does not change.  But the second thing is: Am I going to believe Him?  We see here that Isaiah is telling Ahaz, “Listen, the head of Damascus is Rezin.  It is just a man.  The head of Samaria is the son of Remaliah.  It is just a man.  It is not God!  You and I need to remember, in any trial, if someone is coming against you, if someone is plotting something against you, if someone is saying something against you, it is just a man.  It is not God.  If God be for us, who can be against us.  You need to remember that.  As you do this, you have got to believe that God stands by His word, He watches over His word to perform it, and His word will not fail.  You have to do what Hebrews 11 says.]

Go to Hebrews 11.  What is God telling Ahaz through Isaiah?  He is telling him, “Stand firm in your faith.  Stand firm in what you believe.  If you don’t stand firm in this truth, you won’t stand at all.”  In the book of Hebrews he is writing to people who are under great trials.  They are suffering for their faith.  They are Jews who have come to know the Lord Jesus Christ, and they are trembling in their boots.  They are not like Ahaz in the way they are living, but like Ahaz, they are scared to death.  Things are so hard, and things are so difficult.  They are losing their property; they are losing their freedom.  They are being threatened.   They are no longer accepted by the Jews, because they had become followers of Jesus Christ.  The world hates them because they are followers of Jesus Christ.  So, in the midst of all of this, God wants them to understand “Don’t look at the circumstances; don’t look at the situation.  Look at Me.  I do not change!”  All the way through Hebrews, He says, “I don’t change.  Look, look, look.”  And He gives them truth after truth after truth, and He shows them that He is the fulfillment.  He is the fulfillment.  “I don’t change; you can trust Me.”  Then, He wants them understand that they have got to live by faith.

Go back to Hebrews 10:35.  “Therefore, do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward. (36) For you have need of endurance (perseverance), so that when you have done the will of God, you may receive what was promised. (37) ‘For yet in a very little while, he who is coming will come, and will not delay.’” [What is he doing?  He is taking them, and their eyes, off of earth, and he is putting them on heaven, and he is saying, “He who is coming is coming.  He is coming; He will not delay.  Believe it.  He is coming.  This present situation is not the end of the story, beloved.  There is victory at the other end.  Jesus is coming.  Believe it; hang on to it!”] (3) “‘But My righteous one shall live by faith;’ [By believing God.  In that trial, am I going to believe Him?  If I believe Him, I am living by faith.  Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word.] ‘And if he shrinks back, My soul has no pleasure in Him.’”  Then in Hebrews 11:6, he says, “And without faith it is impossible to please Him,” 


What is God saying to Ahaz right now (in Isaiah 7:9)?  He is telling him that he is going to be spared, that they are not going to take Jerusalem.  (9) “If you will not believe, you surely shall not last.” [If you don’t believe this, if you don’t hang on to this, you are not going to last.  And you and I are won’t last.  That is why we have got to believe God.  That is why faith is so important.  Hebrews 11:6 says, “And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is,” [That He is what?  That He is God—immutable, that He does not change.  So you must come to Him, and you must believe.  “You are God; You are God.  They are men; they are men.  I am shaking in my boots, because they are men, and I can see them, and I can’t see You.  But I am going to hang on to what I believe, even though I am shaking all the way.  I am going to hang on; I am going to believe.  I believe that You are, I believe that You are God.  Rehearse everything you know about God.  You must believe that He is.] “and a rewarder of  those who seek Him.” [We saw it in Uzziah; we have seen it all the way through the Scriptures.  But we have also seen that He is not pleased with those who do not believe Him.]

In 2 Chronicles 28 (you don’t need to go there), here he is.  He is trembling (we know this from Isaiah), because he has heard that the enemy is in Ephraim.  We know that when the enemy came that they wrecked havoc in the land, that they killed 120,000 people, that they took 200,000 women and sons and daughters captive.  We know that, but did they get Jerusalem?  No, they did not get Jerusalem.  


I think about my grandson, John, because he was telling me this.  He loves history, and I love learning history from my grandson John.  He said that in the second Punic War, Carthage (which was modern day Tunisia, in northern Africa) and Rome battled each other for domination.  In the second Punic War Hannibal led his people up through Spain, and over the Alps, down into the peninsula of Italy, and wrecked havoc.  It was brutal; he conquered, and killed, and slaughtered, but he could not take Rome.  He wasn’t strong enough to take Rome.  Rome had a fortress around it.  Rome had its walls.  

Pekah is coming, and Rezin is coming.  When they get to Jerusalem, whose walls are there?  Uzziah’s walls are there.  Is it the walls of Uzziah that keep them out of Jerusalem?  No, it is the word of God.  Does God change?  No, He made a promise, and they can’t carry out what they want to do, because it is against God’s covenant.  The second question is:  Am I going to believe Him?  If I do not believe Him, according to Isaiah 7, if you will not believe, you surely shall not stand.  Have you got that?  And we know why, because without faith it is impossible to please God.  But where does Ahaz look?  Ahaz does not believe that God is, that He is God.  Ahaz turns to the arm of flesh.  God has told them, “Listen; the head of this is just a man.  The head of Samaria is just a man; the head of Damascus is just a man.”  And yet, Ahaz turns to a man.


Go to Jeremiah 17:5.  Jeremiah is a prophet that comes on the scene very quickly in the days of Josiah (who is to come, and whom we are going to study.  It is an awesome study!).  Jeremiah comes along, and he reminds them of this truth.  (5) “Thus says the Lord, ‘Cursed is the man who trusts in mankind and makes flesh his strength, and whose heart turns away from the Lord. (6) For he will be like a bush in the desert and will not see when prosperity comes, but will live in stony wastes in the wilderness, a land of salt without inhabitant.’” [If you, in your trial, are not going to believe that God is, if you are not going to cling to Him, you are going to live like this.  Because you are turning to the arm of flesh; you are making flesh your strength.  Your heart is turning away from the Lord.  But contrast this…] (7) “‘Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord and whose trust is the Lord.’” [I am going to trust in You, God, to help me, but You are my trust, because You are God, and because You do not change.] (8) “‘For he will be like a tree planted by the water, that extends its roots by a stream and will not fear when the heat comes; but its leaves will be green, and it will not be anxious in a year of drought nor cease to yield fruit.’” [In other words, you are going to have a fruitful life, because you have answered the questions correctly.  God does not change, and yes, I will believe in Him.  Therefore, you are going to stand, and you are going to be fruitful.]

Go to Isaiah 7:10-16.  What was my third question?  The first question was:  Does God change?  The second question is:  Am I going to believe Him?  The third question is: Hasn’t He given me His Son?  Now watch what God does—to me it is so awesome.  It is so beautiful what God drops in this passage.  (10) “Then the Lord spoke again to Ahaz, saying, (11) ‘Ask a sign for yourself from the Lord your God; make it deep as Sheol or high as heaven.’” [In other words, you can ask anything you want; just ask for it, and I will do it.  Why?  Because God wanted him to be convinced.  He didn’t have the whole counsel of God.  He didn’t have the word of God like you and I have.  He says, “Ask me for a sign.”] (12) “But Ahaz said, ‘I will not ask, nor will I test the Lord!’” [It is a false piety, for Ahaz already has it in his mind what he is going to do.  He doesn’t need a sign from God, because he is going to turn to the arm of flesh.  He thinks that that is the way it is to be done.] (13) “Then He said, ‘Listen now, O house of David!  Is it too slight a thing for you to try the patience of men, that you will try the patience of my God as well? (14) Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be with child (you mark this) and bear a son (mark that the same way you mark “child”), and she will call His (mark the same way) name Immanuel.” [What does “Immanuel” mean?  God with us.]

(15) “He (mark the same way) will eat curds and honey at the time He knows enough to refuse evil and choose good. (16) For before the boy (mark the same way) will know enough to or refuse evil and choose good, the land whose two kings you dread will be forsaken.” [Listen to Me; ask Me for a sign.  This is My sign.  A woman is going to conceive, and that woman is going to bear a son, and that is going to take nine months.  Then that Son, by the time He knows to refuse good and evil, and when he is eating these things, it is over.  By that time, you can know this; those two kings that you dread are going to be wiped out.  Within about two years they were wiped out.  That was the sign.  “Ask Me a sign.”  This is how quickly it is going to happen.  It is not something that you have to wait for a long, long, long time before it comes to pass.  It is going to happen quickly.  In other words, hold your human horses.  Don’t panic; don’t slap them.  Hold them.  Give me time, and watch, because this is how soon it is going to happen.] 


The question is:  Hasn’t He given us His Son?  The Son is a sign; it is a reminder that God is with us.  You are in a trial—what do you have to remember?  What questions do you ask?  Does God change?  No, God is who He was.  He is the same; I can trust Him.  Am I going to believe Him?  Can I believe Him?  Yes, I can believe Him.  Number three:  Has He not given us His Son?  Go to Matthew 1:21.  Here is a man that is in a trial; here is a man that is in a desperate situation.  Here is a man, who, when he looks at things humanly, it looks like all is lost.  Here is a man that needs to look to God, and God gives him this awesome Scripture that comes to pass in Matthew 1, in its total fulfillment.  But I believe there is a picture here for you and for me.  Joseph is being told by the angel that Mary is going to have a Son.  (21) “And she will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for it is He who will save His people from their sins.” [Sin is destructive.  He is going to save us from our sins.] (22) “Now all this took place that what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet might be fulfilled, saying, (23) ‘Behold (quoting Isaiah 7:14), the virgin shall be with child, and shall bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel,’ which translated means, ‘God with us.’”

Now, you are in a trial.  What do you have to remember?  You have to remember the same sign that He gave Ahaz.  “A Son will be born, and in this time this will happen.”  You can trust Me.  You and I need to remember that we have been given a Son.  Go to Romans 8:31.  We have been given a Son; we have the promise of His Son.  If He has given us His Son, then what is the promise that you and I have in the gift of this Son?  (31) “What then shall we say to these things?  If God is for us, who is against us? (32) He who did not spare His own Son,” [God has given us His Son.  God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son.] “He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things?” [You are in a trial; an enemy is coming against you.  It is a difficult situation.  Stop!  Does God change?  NO!  Can you believe Him?  YES.  If you don’t believe Him, you are not going to stand firm.  You are going to fall.  Number three:  Has He not given you the Son?  If He has given you His Son, will He not with Him give you everything you need?  Will he not freely give you everything to take you through that sickness?  To take you through that death?  To take you through that relationship?  To take you through that threat?  Will He not give you everything that you need in that Son?  Will He not?  Of course He will.  And because He will, you can make it.  You can survive.  But you don’t survive the way the world survives, by going to the arm of flesh, but you survive the way God would have you survive.  

So what is the benefit?  The benefit is that God has given us His Son, Immanuel.  So is God not with us?  If God has given you His Son, is God not with you?  Go to John 14:18. Yes, it is about the Holy Spirit, but this is what he says.  (18) “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.” [God has promised that you will never be an orphan, that He will never abandon you.  And because God is there, because God is with us, He is not only with us, He is in us.] (23) “Jesus answered and said to him, ‘If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word;’ [You keep His word by believing.] ‘and My Father will love him, and We will come to him, and make Our abode with him.’”


Go back to Isaiah 7, and you see the promise to Ahaz, a sign of a child, a sign of a Son, a sign that this Son is going to be born.  You and I know, because we are living way down here on this side of Calvary, and we look back, and we see that God has given us His Son.  If he has given us His Son, will He not freely give us everything that pertains to life and godliness?  If He has given us His Son, and the Spirit is in us (it says that the Spirit is with you, and He will be in you, and Christ is in us, and God the Father is in us, and God the Holy Spirit is in us, then God is with us.  His name is Immanuel.  So, in the midst of that trial, this is what you have to remember:  Is God with me?  Yes, He is, because His name is Immanuel, and He will never leave me nor forsake me, (Hebrews 13:5-6), so that we confidently say, “The Lord is my helper; I will not fear what man shall do unto me.”

Let’s go on, and look at Immanuel.  Isaiah 7:14 says, “and she will call His name Immanuel (God with us).”  He wants him to know that God will be with him.  In Isaiah 8:8, he is talking about Assyria, “Then it (this flood) will sweep on into Judah, it will overflow and pass through, it will reach even to the neck; and the spread of its wings will fill the breadth of your land, O Immanuel.” [What is he saying?  You are going to study it in this course.  He is saying that Assyria is going to come down.  It is going to be like a flood.  It is going to flood over you; it is going to shed its wings, O Immanuel.  When it does, don’t forget, God is with us.  When the trials come, when the floods seem to overflow you, you can know that it won’t—because of Immanuel, God is with us.]  



I just want to show you something in Isaiah 8:11-22.  God tells Isaiah, “Isaiah, in the midst of all this, don’t listen to the people.”  (13) “It is the Lord of hosts whom you should regard as holy.  And He shall be your fear, and he shall be your dread. (14) Then He shall become a sanctuary;” [If He is your fear, if you trust Him, and know that He is God, and He does not change, if you cling to Him, and you believe in Him, then He will be your sanctuary.] (14) “But to both the houses of Israel, a stone to strike and a rock to stumble over.” (19) “And when they say to you, ‘Consult the mediums and spiritists who whisper and mutter; should not a people consult their God?  Should they consult the dead on behalf of the living? (20) To the law and to the testimony!  If they do not speak according to this word, it is because they have no dawn.” [They have no light; they are sitting in darkness.  So why are you turning to people that have no light when you have God?  Where do you find Him?  You find Him in the word.  He is saying, “The word is enough; the word is enough.”]


In Luke 16, Jesus tells the story, the true account, of the man that died and was in hell, and then said to this man that was alive, “Go tell them that there really is a hell.”  He said, “Listen, they have the word.  They have Moses.  If they won’t listen to Moses, they won’t believe, even if someone rose from the dead.”  In other words, it is a matter of faith.  It is a matter of believing God; it is a matter of the law and the testimony.  If they do not speak according to the word, it is because they have no dawn.

What is the victory?  Look at Isaiah 9:1.  “There will be no more gloom for her who was in anguish; in earlier time He treated the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali (the land around the Galilee) with contempt,” [This is the northern kingdom.  It went into captivity first.] (2) “But the people who walk in darkness will see a great light; those who live in a dark land, the light will shine on them.” [This is what is quoted in Matthew.  When Jesus comes, and the ministry, the people sitting in darkness have seen a great light.  Why have they seen a great light?] (6) “For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us.” [Hasn’t God given us His Son?] “And the government will rest on His shoulders;” [He is the one that is in charge of your life; He is the one who is going to ultimately rule.  Why are you fearing the face of man in this trial?] “And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor,” [You need help in that trial?  A Son has been given to you; God is with you.  His name is Wonderful Counselor.] “His name is Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.” [He lets you know that there is future coming.] (7) “There is no end to the increase of His government or of peace.” [There will not be any more Ahazs and Ahabs, all these other kings, but it will be Jesus, the King of Kings, and He is going to rule.]  


Whatever trial you go through now—ask yourself these four questions.  Will He change?  The answer is “No!”  God does not change.  Can I believe Him?  The answer is “Yes!”  Has He not given us a Son?  Yes, His very own Son.  And because He has given us His Son, God is with me, and I ultimately triumph.  That is the message that God has for us.  These are the prophecies tucked in here about a Son, a Son that has been given to you, who is your Wonderful Counselor, who is your Mighty God, the warrior, the Mighty God, who is the Everlasting Father.  All others may forsake you, but He will not.  And He is the Prince of Peace.  He is the Eternal Father.  He is in charge, and the government is on His shoulders.  You can rest, and you can trust.  He is God.  

Go to Isaiah 11, because it is the next prophecy.  (1) “Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse,” [What have you got?  You have got a child again.  The term “child” is not used, but “a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse.”  Jesse is the father of David.] “and a branch from his roots will bear fruit. (2) And the Spirit of the Lord will rest on Him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and strength, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. (3) And He will delight in the fear of the Lord, and He will not judge by what His eyes see, nor make a decision by what His ears hear;” [In other words, in the midst of your trial, no matter what anyone is saying about you, accusing you, or anything that is going on, God doesn’t judge by that—because He is God.] (4) “But with righteousness He will judge the poor, and decide with fairness for the afflicted of the earth; and He will strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, and with the breath of His lips He will slay the wicked. (5) Also righteousness will be the belt about His loins, and faithfulness the belt about His waist. (6) And the wolf will dwell with the lamb, and the leopard will lie down with the kid, and the calf and young lion and fatling together; and a little boy will lead them. (7) Also the cow and the bear will graze; their young will lie down together; and the lion will eat straw like the ox, (8) and the nursing child will play by the hole of the cobra, and the weaned child will put his hand on the viper’s den. (9) They will not hurt or destroy in all My holy mountain, for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. (10 Then it will come about in that day that the nations will resort to the root of Jesse, who will stand as signal for the peoples; and His resting place will be glorious.”


No matter the trial, no matter the situation, beloved, there is a resting place, and that resting place is absolutely glorious.  Absolutely glorious!

PAGE  
8

