REVIVAL OR CAPTIVITY? – LESSON 3
“What Brings Revival?”

Kay Arthur, Teacher


You know, as I go back to the history of America, and I go back to the founding of Harvard University, founded in 1628 by the Puritan fathers eighteen years after they had landed on Plymouth Rock,  this is what is written in the records of Harvard:  “After God had carried us safely to New England, and we had built our houses, provided necessaries for our livelihood, reared convenient places for worship, and settled the civil government, one of the next things that we longed for and looked after was to advance learning and to perpetuate it to posterity, dreading to leave an illiterate ministry to the churches who are present ministers shall lie in the dust.”  It goes on to say that the rules and precepts that were adopted in 1646 included this (Listen carefully!):  “Everyone shall consider the main end of his life and his studies to know God and Jesus Christ, which is eternal life.”  Wouldn’t it be wonderful if Harvard held to the reason and the principles and precepts upon which it was founded?  Think of the difference that would be in our country if all those Harvard graduates, from that time on, all through this time, had known that there was a God in heaven, and He had a Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.  And that He was the way to heaven, and that no man could come to the Father except by Jesus Christ.  

It goes on to say in the rules and precepts:  “Seeing the Lord giveth wisdom, everyone shall seriously, by prayer in secret, seek wisdom from Him.  Everyone shall so exercise himself in reading the Scriptures twice a day, that they may be ready to give an account of their proficiency therein, both in theoretical observations of languages and logics, and in the practical and spiritual truths.”  At that time, in the 17th Century, 52 % of the graduates became ministers.  


The year was 1741.  For three days and three nights Jonathan Edwards had not put a morsel of food in his mouth.  For three days and three nights he had not slept.  For three days and three nights, much of that time spent on his knees, he cried out to God, “Give me New England.”  When he went to the pulpit three days later, and he stood in that pulpit and took out his message, and laid it before him, the people said that his face looked as if his face had been in the presence of God.  He opened his written sermon, he bowed his head, he didn’t raise it, and he read the text, “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God.”  It was a message like those delivered to men in those days who were condemned to death.  When the minister would go to the cell, and there in the cell, he would warn this man that was about to die, about to be hung, about to be put to death, he would warn him that he was about to face a God, a holy God, and that he must repent, and he must make himself right with God.  Otherwise, he would find himself experiencing the wrath of God.  

And as Jonathan Edwards spoke to the people, he spoke to them as men that were condemned to die and face God, and would it be “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God?”  He never raised his face; he finished the sermon, and revival followed.  The stirrings had happened with his father-in-law, Solomon Stoddard, and now revival followed, and we had the first Great Awakening in the United States of America.  The second Great Awakening followed years later, and do you know who one of the main instruments was?  It was a man by the name of Timothy Dwight.  It is interesting, because Timothy Dwight’s grandfather was Jonathan Edwards.  His great-great grandfather was Solomon Stoddard.


I want us to open our Bibles to 2 Chronicles 29:1, and I want us to have this blessed relief after all this evil, after all this wickedness, to see a man of God who comes to the throne at the age of 25.  From his first month on that throne, he works in a way to bring revival.  His message, in essence, was the same as the message of Jonathan Edwards—“Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God.”  As we look at it, I want to encourage you who are married to ungodly men, or you men who are married to ungodly women, and I want to tell you that all is not lost with your children because they don’t have two godly parents.  As you look at this, and as you pay attention to the genealogies which are so important, you read (1) “Hezekiah became king when he was twenty-five years old, and he reigned twenty-nine years in Jerusalem.” [He was king until he was 54, when he died.] “And his mother’s name was Abijah, the daughter of Zechariah.” [Kings called her “Abi,” but we know that she was the daughter of Zechariah.  And as we follow the Scriptures, we know that we have met a Zechariah, a Zechariah that has appeared to Uzziah, a Zechariah that has let his voice be heard, a Zechariah who was a spokesman for God.  Undoubtedly, Zechariah was a godly father.  And he raised, undoubtedly, a godly daughter.  That godly daughter raised, apparently (from all that we can see), a godly son by the name of Hezekiah.  Where did he get his influence?  How did he know, when he had a father that reigned in wickedness?  How did he know that when he mounted the throne that the first thing that he should do was open the doors of the temple that his father had closed?  How did he know that?  There must have been this mother on the side who had been tutored by her father who told him, “What your father is doing is not pleasing to God,” who shared with him the Scriptures.  Maybe (I doubt it) Ahaz had done as he was supposed to have done; maybe Ahaz has sat down and written his own copy of the book of the laws (as Deuteronomy 17 says).  Maybe it was sitting in the house; maybe Ahaz, his dad, had forgotten it.  Maybe it was there for the mother to pick up and read.  Maybe she sat at the feet of her father, Zechariah, and listened to him read the word.  But we know that when this young man came to power he was like a trained horse at the gate, ready to go at the sound of the bell.  When he came out, it says, (2) “And he did right in the sight of the Lord.” [Then God is going to make this wonderful statement.] “according to all that his father David had done.” 


Skip over Ahaz, skip over any one else that turned away from God, and go back to David, and there you find a man after God’s own heart.  (3) “In the first year of his reign, in the first month, he opened the doors of the house of the Lord and repaired them. (4) And he brought in the priests and the Levites, and gathered them into the square on the east. (5) Then he said to them, ‘Listen to me, O Levites.’” [Who are the Levites?  This is the priestly tribe, the tribe that is to be the teachers and the instructors of the people to teach them how to live in righteousness.  This is the tribe from which the house of Aaron comes.  These are the ones that are divided according to their fathers, and have specific duties in taking care of the house of the Lord.  These are ones that are to live, not only in Jerusalem, but who were to live in other parts of the country, and where they settled, they were to be the teachers of the people.] 

He brought them in, and he said, (5) “Listen to me, O Levites.  Consecrate yourselves now,” [What did he mean when he said “consecrate”?  He is saying, “Take yourselves, and set yourselves apart for God.”  What is God saying to you, and what is God saying to me, as we do our study?  God is saying, “Consecrate yourself to Me.  Set yourself aside; be revived by My word, or know that captivity awaits you.”] “and consecrate the house of the Lord;” [What do you mean?  I thought the house of the Lord was already consecrated.  Solomon had consecrated the house of the Lord; God’s name was there.  Yes, but the house of the Lord had been defiled.  Ahaz had built another foreign altar there.  Ahaz had taken the furniture of the temple, the bronze laver and others, and taken them apart, and dismantled them, and set up his own kind of worship, because he had gone up to Damascus, and he had seen the temple up there, and he wanted it built like that temple—of a false god.  So the house needs consecrating.]

(5b) “and consecrate the house of the Lord, the God of your fathers, and carry the uncleanness out from the holy place.” [The holy place is where the table of showbread is on the right, where the lampstand is on the left, where the altar of incense is there before the veil.  He says, “Bring out the uncleanness from the holy place.  What, beloved, know you not that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you?  You are not your own.  You are bought with a price.  This body is the temple of the Holy Spirit.  When was the last time you cleaned house?  When was the last time you went before God, when you were prostrate on your face, when you cried out, and said, “Search me, O God, and know me, and try me, and see if there be any wicked way in me”?  When was the last time you asked God, as you sought Him in prayer, as you sought Him in fasting to show your earnestness with Him, to break the bonds of wickedness (as Isaiah 58 says, when he tells us to fast)?  So that you live right—not just hear, but among others, so that when you step out here, all the relationships are right, so there is no bitterness, there is no unforgiveness, there is nothing that has not been made right, and has not been confessed.  You say, “But it wasn’t my fault.  My brother turned his back on me, and he walked away, and he has said these things.  He is wrong, and I have tried to reconcile, and he won’t reconcile.”  That is the brother’s problem, but it is not yours.  Quit walking down the other aisle in the church.  Quit ignoring him, and start speaking to him.]


When the great revival came in Canada, it came when people got right with God.  When a woman by the name of Edith, sitting in the church, busy, a leader in the church, all of a sudden felt the finger of God coming right down on her nose, in her face.  And she is saying, “But God, You know how busy I am.  You know what I am doing for You.  You know all this work.”  And God said, “You are concerned about all these other things, but you are not concerned about you, and I am concerned about you.  Your heart is not right.”  She wrestled; she walked down the aisle, finally.  And it was the beginning of revival in that church that spread to Canada.  

But there were two brothers in that church also, and those two brothers walked different aisles, didn’t talk to anyone.  Nobody in the church suspected the animosity between them.  Finally, in the midst of this revival, the pastor called the brothers downstairs, and said, “There is a problem between you, isn’t there?”  The one brother confessed, but he knew it wouldn’t do any good.  The other brother looked at him, and said, “It is about time you confessed.  It is about time you got right.”  You could tell by the way he said it, and the way he received it, that his heart was not right.  He got up to leave, and the pastor said, “No.  Let’s pray.”  As they prayed, the mercy and grace of God, the spirit of God fell.  Those brothers were so broken before God because of this sin, because of their unforgiveness, because of the root of bitterness that had sprung up in them, and had troubled and defiled many, and held back the hand of blessing of God on the church.  Those brothers put their arms around each other, and they wept, and they walked up to the church.  They had their arms on each other’s shoulder.  

The family looked at them, and broke out in tears.  Now the families were reconciled, and the spirit of God was moving.  Why?  Because they consecrated themselves, and because, as Hezekiah had the Levites bring the uncleanness out of the temple, so, in picture form, they being the temple of the Holy Spirit, brought the uncleanness out of their lives, and revival broke forth—a revival that was so great in Canada that it was called the Canadian Revival.  

It started in Saskatchewan, Canada on October 13, 1971.  Two unknown brothers began to preach, and God’s spirit fell.  They would go on, and sometimes the services would last until 11:00 at night.  When the services stopped, then they would have the “afterglow.”  They would come and share what God had done; they would weep before God.  There was brokenness; there was sorrow; there was weeping.  There were tears; there was joy--the same thing that you see here.  

If this happened six years before 722 B.C., it can happen again.  I believe with all my being that if we don’t have revival in the United States of American, then we will have captivity.  I believe it!  I believe that we are in captivity now; I believe that we are in bondage to our sins.  I believe that we are in bondage to drugs, alcohol, and to immorality.  I believe that we are in bondage to lying and stealing; I believe that we are in bondage to greed.  We are held captive, and revival must come.  And revival begins at the house of the Lord.  Judgment begins at the house of the Lord; revival begins at the house of the Lord.  So it starts from the king to the Levites, to the priestly family, and then from the priestly family we are going to see it go to the people.  But this is where it needs to begin.

He says, (6) “For our fathers have been unfaithful” [I could give you illustration after illustration after illustration that this country was founded on the knowledge of God, and the fear of God, and our fathers have been unfaithful.  And because we started out that way, because we printed on our coins “In God we trust,” because that was the way they felt, they felt that only God could preserve this nations.  Benjamin Franklin, a deist, when they were trying to write the Constitution, and getting nowhere, and the heat was boiling, and sweat was pouring off their bodies.  Finally, Benjamin Franklin, about 81 years old, gets up and stands up, and says, “How can we lay out a Constitution for the future of this nation, and not seek the help and guidance of the Divine Providence?”  (“The Divine Providence” was their name for the sovereign ruler of all the universe.)  If you will go back and read our history, you can see that we, in the same way, have been unfaithful, that our fathers have been unfaithful.] (6) “For our fathers have been unfaithful and done evil in the sight of the Lord our God, and they have forsaken Him and turned their faces away from the dwelling place of the Lord, and have turned their backs.” [In other words, here is the holy place.  They were never to turn their backs to the holy place.  They were always to come this way, and then they were to back up.  They were never to turn their backs.  And they had turned their backs on the dwelling place of God.]

(7) “They have also shut the doors of the porch and put out the lamps, and have not burned incense or offered burnt offerings in the holy place to the God of Israel.” [There was an evening sacrifice, and there was a morning sacrifice, and now they have stopped.  At Harvard there was a reading of the Bible two times a day.  Now they discredit it.  You say, “But we have freedom of speech.”  Freedom of speech does not mean that we can be vile and vulgar.  That was not the intent of the fathers when they wrote that.  The intent of the fathers was that this would be a righteous nation, a nation that would fear God.  That is why His name is carved on the marble statues and monuments of Washington, D.C.  Our fathers have been unfaithful; they have done evil, they have forsaken Him.  They have turned their faces; they have shut the doors.]


(8) “Therefore the wrath of the Lord was against Judah” [Sinners in the hands of an angry God.] “and Jerusalem, and He has made them an object of terror, of horror, and of hissing, as you see with your own eyes. (9) For behold, our fathers have fallen by the sword, and our sons and our daughters and our wives are in captivity for this.” [Some of them had already been taken captive.] (10) “Now it is in my heart to make a covenant with the Lord God of Israel, that His burning anger may turn away from us. (11) My sons,” [Dear people, dear students of the word of God.] “do not be negligent now, for the Lord has chosen you to stand before Him, to minister to Him, and to be His ministers and burn incense.” [Has He not chosen us?  Are we not a kingdom of priests unto God?  Are we not to offer up spiritual sacrifices?  Are we not to do it with holy hands?  Yes, yes, you and I are a kingdom of priests.]  


In John 15:16, Jesus said, “You did not choose Me, but I chose you, and appointed you, that you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask of the Father in My name, He may give to you.”  2 Corinthians 5:20 says, “We are ambassadors for Christ.”  And I bid you, take the message; be ye reconciled to God.  “For God had Him (Jesus) who knew no sin to be sin for us, that you and I may be made the righteousness of God in Him.”  God intends for sinners to be made righteous, and the only way is through Jesus Christ.  


As you read this, you see that they give forth the word.  2 Chronicles 29:15, “And they assembled their brothers, consecrated themselves, and went in to cleanse the house of the Lord, according to the commandment of the king by the words of the Lord. (16) So the priests went in to the inner part of the house of the Lord to cleanse it, and every unclean thing which they found in the temple of the Lord they brought out to the court of the house of the Lord.  They the Levites received it to carry out to the Kidron valley.” [They carried it out to dispose of it in the Kidron valley.  I want to ask you a question—Are you willing to get before the Lord?  Are you willing to let Him clean house?]  

As I wrote this course, as I sat before the Lord, as I read the word, and I read it and hadn’t even marked it (I just read it, and basked in it), crying to God to cleanse me, to see if there be any wicked way in me.  And He showed me sin in my heart.  I wept, and wept, and wept before Him.  I shook, I cried, I wailed, because I wanted to be, and want to be, everything that God wants me to be.  I don’t want to be ashamed when I see Him face-to-face, but also, in these last years that I have (how many there are, I do not know) I want to be used of God.  I want to be an instrument in His hands to call people to the word of God, because revival begins with an understanding of the character of God, and the words of God, the ways of God.  I don’t want to fritter away my life.  I don’t want to spend it beside the pool.  I don’t want to say, “Okay, you are seventy.  Retire!”   I don’t want to retire.  There is no retirement in the time of war.  I want to be an instrument in the hands of God; I want this nation to know that there is a holy God.  I want to proclaim His word in season and out of season.  I want to take it and reprove and rebuke and exhort, and I want to do it with all longsuffering.  And I want to do it with doctrine and with lovingkindness.  Longsuffering—why?  Because the time is here when men will not endure sound teaching, but they will heap to themselves teachers who will tickle their ears.  And God forbid that we should tickle the ears of an unclean people.  God forbid!]

(17) “Now they began the consecration on the first day of the first month, and on the eighth day of the month they entered the porch of the Lord.  Then they consecrated the house of the Lord in eight days, and finished on the sixteenth day of the first month.” [They went through, and they cleaned house.] (31) “Then Hezekiah answered and said, ‘Now that you have consecrated yourselves to the Lord, come near and bring sacrifices and thank offerings to the house of the Lord.’  And the assembly brought sacrifices and thank offerings, and all those who were willing brought burnt offerings.” (35) “And there were also many burnt offerings with the fat of the peace offerings and with the libations for the burnt offerings.  Thus the service of the house of the Lord was established again. (36) Then Hezekiah and all the people rejoiced” 

I am telling you, “Yes, it is painful to see your sin, but it is worse to not see it.”  Once you see it, and once you confess it, and once you are cleansed, there is a joy, and there is a peace, and there is a confidence in your life, because you know that as far as you know, there is nothing that is separating you from God.  You keep walking in that way, and you keep saying, “Reveal it to me if there is anything; reveal it to me.”  You find yourself going, and all of a sudden, the Holy Spirit will tap you on the shoulder and say, “That was wrong of you.” Or, better still—He will say, “Uh-uh, don’t do that!  Don’t say that.  Don’t go there.”  Because He knows your heart, and remember, the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth, looking for a man/woman whose heart is completely His, fully His.  Why?  That He (God) might show Himself strong on our behalf, that He might (as the New American Standard says) fully support him.  So if your heart is to be right with God, God is going to fully support you.  This is what God did with Hezekiah.  And what did it do?  It spread.  This is what happened in Canada.  It spread from Jonathan Edward’s church, and it spread from other churches.  It spread from Timothy Dwight’s church, and it spread from other churches.  It will spread!  


2 Chronicles 30:1, “Now Hezekiah sent to all Israel and Judah and wrote letters also to Ephraim and Manasseh, that they should come to the house of the Lord at Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover to the Lord God of Israel.” [What is he doing?  Here he is in Judah; here he is at the temple.  The temple has been cleansed.  Yes, the north has their gods.  Yes, they have a golden calf in Dan.  Yes, they have a golden calf in Bethel.  But it is a golden calf—it is an abomination unto God.  He is not saying, “Oh, they deserve it; just leave them alone.”  No, he has got good news.  God moves; God cleans; God cleanses; God consecrates; God gives joy.  Send the message.  So he sends the message throughout all Israel, throughout all Judah, and he tells them to come to keep the Passover.  The is message is in v. 6.  What is the message?]


(6) “And the couriers went throughout all Israel and Judah with the letters from the hand of the king and his princes, even according to the command of the king, saying, ‘O sons of Israel, repent (return).’” [It is the same thing.  Return, return!  What should be our message?  We ought to share with them the word of God, and say,] “‘O sons of Israel, return to the Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, that He may return to those of you’” [Listen to me very carefully.  The only thing that is keeping God at bay in your life, the only thing that is causing God not to move on your behalf, is because you have held Him there, and you have not returned to Him.  The minute that you return to Him, “If you seek Me and search for Me with all your heart, I will be found of you.”  God has not moved; He knows where He is.  He does not change; He cannot come down.  He cannot defy His holiness, ignore His holiness, rather He remains there, and He is bidding us, “Come, come, come.”  And if you don’t believe it, look at the cross of Jesus Christ.  Look at what He did to His Son, so that there might be that bridge between man and God, which is Jesus Christ.  You come to Him, and as you come to Him, as you return to Him, then He returns to you.]

(6b) “that he may return to those who escaped and are left from the hand of the kings of Assyria. (7) And do not be like fathers and your brothers, who were unfaithful to the Lord God of their fathers, so that He made them a horror, as you see. (8) Now do not stiffen your neck like your fathers, but yield to the Lord and enter His sanctuary which He has consecrated forever, and serve the Lord your God, that His burning anger may turn away from you. (9) For if you return to the Lord, your brothers and your sons will find compassion before those who led them captive, and will return to this land.” [In other words, you that are in the land, turn to the Lord now.  If you turn to the Lord now, then God will move on behalf of your brothers and sisters.  One of those two brothers had to be willing to go down and see that pastor first, and it was the one that apologized first.  And then his brother came.  And this is what you and I are to do.]


(9) “For if you return to the Lord, your brothers and your sons will find compassion before those who led them captive, and will return to this land.  For the Lord your God is gracious and compassionate, and will not turn His face away from you if you return to Him.” [Did you get the point?  The point is:  Return, return, return.  And when you return, what are you going to find?  An angry God?  No, that is only for sinners that will not return.  You are going to find a God that is compassionate.  The sinners could have found Him earlier.  You can find Him today.  It does not matter, but you must find Him on His terms, not your terms.  And His terms are, “Cleanse your hands, you sinners.  Consecrate yourselves.  Set yourselves apart; make yourselves holy.”]


The message went out in the first year of Hezekiah, and how did they respond?  (10) “The couriers passed from city to city…but many laughed them to scorn, and mocked them.” [You can expect, when you go to others, to be mocked and to be laughed at.  But when they mock and laugh at you, ask God, in their presence, to give you tears for them.  Ask God, at that moment, to put tears in your eyes, and then explain to them, “The tears are not for me.  I am right with God.  I know who I belong to.  I know why I am here.  I know where I am going.  I am going to live forever in the presence of a God who will wipe away all my tears, and there will be no more tears, and no more pain, and no more sorrow, and no more death.  I am weeping, not for me; I am weeping for you.  And it is the Spirit of God weeping through me for you.”

Well, what did they choose?  Let me show you one other thing.  (11) “Nevertheless some men of Asher, Manasseh, and Zebulun humbled themselves” [Listen to me carefully—God always has a remnant.  You will see it so clearly when we study Isaiah.  But God has a remnant, beloved, and you and I are to take the message, and the remnant will come.  You will know they are the remnant because they humbled themselves,] “and came to Jerusalem. (12) The hand of God was also on Judah” [The minute you move toward God, God’s hand moves toward you.] “to give them one heart to do what the king and the princes commanded by the word of the Lord.” [The message came, but what did most of them choose?]


Go to 2 Kings 17:5.  They chose captivity rather than revival.  (5) “Then the king of Assyria invaded the whole land and went up to Samaria and besieged it three years.” [I thought about that—why did it take him three years to bring Samaria down?  They were fortified.  Why did it take three years?  I believe that God gave them three years to repent, three extra years.  I believe that He was showing them, “Listen, it is captivity, it is captivity.  It is just like the prophets said.  The prophets told you they were coming down from Assyria.”  (You are going to study it next as we look at Hosea, an awesome, incredible.  I thought, “Lord, why have I not taught this book sooner?”)  They had the message; they didn’t believe.  They turned to the arm of flesh instead of the arm of God.  Now they are being besieged, and for three years they have the opportunity.  They have gotten the message; the couriers have gone.  They did not return.  They laughed, they mocked, they scorned.  Now the enemy is surrounding them.] (6) “In the ninth year of Hoshea, the king of Assyria captured Samaria and carried Israel away into exile to Assyria… (7) Now this came about, because the sons of Israel had sinned against the Lord their God.”


In Deuteronomy 30:15-20, he tells them, before any of this happens, (15) “See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, and death and adversity.” [“Choose right that you might live,” He told them, and He warned them, “If you don’t listen, I am going to send an enemy against you; I am going to take you captive.”  [In the beginning of Chapter 30, He says, “And when you are in captivity, if you turn and you cry to Me, and you return to Me with all your heart, I will come and get you out of captivity.”  This is God; His lovingkindness is new every morning; His compassions fail not.  This is God, but we have got to turn to Him—and they did not.  They had captivity because God spoke, but they did not listen.  God commanded, but they did not obey.  They walked in the customs of the nations who didn’t know God, and in the customs of the kings who introduced them to what was contrary to the word of God.  They were warned, but they stiffened their necks.  They rejected His statues, His covenants, His promises.  They followed vanity, and they became vain.  They went after other nations, instead of God.  This is what all of this says.]


In 2 Kings 17:22, it says, “And the sons of Israel walked in all the sins of Jeroboam which he did; they did not depart from them,” [Beloved, listen to me very carefully.  God’s eyes are pure, eye that can’t look on iniquity.  Iniquity always has to be judged, and God shows us this here.]  (23) “until the Lord removed Israel from His sight, as He spoke through all His servants the prophets.  So Israel was carried away into exile from their own land to Assyria until this day.” 


What is the lesson that we must learn?  We must learn that we as a nation must depart from our sin, or we too will find ourselves in captivity.  We need to see the passages, and write them down.  Ephesians 5: 3, 6; and I Corinthians 6: 9, 11; and Galatians 5: 19-21, because all of those verses name sins, and they say, “Do not be deceived.”  Each one of those verses says, “If this is your lifestyle, you are not going to enter the kingdom of heaven.”  So what are you going to be?  You are going to be a sinner in the hands of an angry God.  We must cleanse our hands, beloved.  We must purify our hearts.  We must mourn; we must weep.

Go to James 4:1.  “What is the source of quarrels and conflicts among you?  Is not the source your pleasures that wage war in your members? (2) You lust and do not have; so you commit murder.  And you are envious and cannot obtain; so you fight and quarrel.  You do not have because you do not ask. (3) You ask and do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, so that you may spend it on your pleasures. (4) You adulteresses, do you not know that friendship with the world is hostility toward God?  Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. (5) Or do you think that the Scripture speaks to no purpose: ‘He (God) jealously desires the Spirit which He has made to dwell in us?’ (6) But He gives a greater grace.  Therefore is says, ‘God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble.’ (7) Submit therefore to God.  Resist the devil and he will flee from you. (8) Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.  Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded. (9) Be miserable and mourn and weep; and let your laughter be turned into mourning, and your joy to gloom. (10) Humble yourselves in the presence of the Lord, and He will exalt you.”


When was the last time you wept for your sins?  When was the last time you wept for the sins of this nation?  When was the last time your heart was broken at ungodliness?  If you will allow God to break your heart, you will begin to experience personal revival.  Then it will spread to others.  

In this magazine, Christian History, they give patterns of spiritual renewal, and what happens.  It says, “Awakenings are usually preceded by a time of spiritual depression, apathy, and gross sin” [That ought to be an encouragement!] “in which a majority of nominal Christians are hardly different from members of the secular society, and the churches seem to be asleep.  #2.  An individual or a small group of God’s people become conscious of their sins, and vows to forsake all that is displeasing to God. [That is us—we become conscious of our sins.  We want to get rid of everything that is displeasing to God.] #3.  As some Christians began to yearn for a manifestation of God’s power, a leaders or leaders arise with prophetic insights into the cause and remedies of the problem, and a new awareness of the holy and pure character of God is present.  #4.  The awakening of Christians occurs, and many understand and take part in a higher spiritual life.  #5.  An awakening of God’s means of preparing and strengthening His people for future challenges or trials.”  God gets us ready for the future, and what is interesting is that America is mentioned nowhere in prophecy end times.  


What is going to happen to us?  I believe that God is going to judge us severely, but I know that the righteous will survive.  Ezekiel 14 tells me that.  And I know that the righteous will survive, and I know that you and I have a duty and a calling before God to do what happens with every awakening.  #1.  Pray.  #2. Get your heart right with God.  #3.  Hold forth the word of life in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation.  #4.  Let people know the consequences, know what God is going to do with sinners in the hands of an angry God, so that they might repent, so that they might return, so that they might be healed, and they might be saved.  Revival or captivity—the choice is ours.

Let’s pray.  Father, thank You, thank You, thank You for Your word.  Thank You, Father, for all that we have studied.  Thank You for all that we have discussed.  Thank You for the Scriptures that you have shown us.  Thank You for this bright search light that lights up the darkness of Israel’s history, calling those people in that darkness to come to the light, that their deeds might be seen for what they are, so that they might forsake their sins, and be forgiven, and be healed.  O Father, may we go forth.  We don’t know how much time, but from this day forward, may we consecrate ourselves.  May we keep short, clear accounts with You.  May we keep our hands clean, our hearts pure, and, Father, may our mouths be filled with Your words as we go forth in the midst of this crooked and perverse generation.  May we be winsome, but not wimps.  May we be strong; may we be courageous.  May we observe to do according to all that You have commanded us.  May we be faithful, and may we see revival, Father.  May we remember that it begins with us.  So, Father, as we do our study this week, as we sit before You, would You take that word, and would you wash us and cleanse us and purify us?  May we weep when it is warranted; may we mourn, may we wail as You show us sin as You see it.  And then may we know the great joy of the Lord.  In Your name we pray.  Amen.        
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