REVIVAL OR CAPTIVITY – LESSON 4
“The Path of Pride that Leads to Captivity”

Kay Arthur, Teacher


Pride—it’s the most insidious of sins!  And just in case you don’t know what “insidious” means, it means “wily, sly, crafty, tricky, and treacherous.”  Pride is crafty, pride is wily, pride is sly, and pride is absolutely treacherous.  As we look at Hezekiah, you can know that because of Hezekiah’s pride in his life, it was either going to be revival or captivity.  If you allow pride in your life (and I have allowed it in mine, and God has revealed it to me, and ministered to me), you can know that if you don’t revive, you will be held captive.  If you don’t revive, God will have to judge you.  It is according to His character.  He cannot allow pride to go unjudged, as we will see in this lesson.


I want us to start in 2 Kings 18:2, where we are told several things that are very important.  First of all, speaking of Hezekiah (whom we studied last week), it says, (2) “He was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned twenty-nine years in Jerusalem; and his mother’s name was Abi the daughter of Zechariah. (3) And he did right in the sight of the Lord, according to all that his father David had done.” (5) “He trusted in the Lord, the God of Israel; so that after him there was none like him among all the kings of Judah, nor among those who were before him.” [In other words, when you stop and look at Hezekiah; no king that followed was as great as Hezekiah, and no king that had preceded him was as great as Hezekiah.  He did right in the sight of the Lord; he trusted in the God of Israel.] (6) “For he clung to the Lord; he did not depart from following Him, but kept His commandments,” (7) “And the Lord was with him; wherever he went he prospered.  And he rebelled against the king of Assyria and did not serve him.” [Now his father had made a compact with the king of Assyria, but not Hezekiah.  Hezekiah was going to break that compact.  He was not going to do anything.]

(8) “He defeated the Philistines as far as Gaza and its territory, from the watchtower to fortified city.” [We know, because we have studied the great revival that came in the very first year of his reign.  We know how he went in, and how, like no other king before him, he not only cleaned the temple and restored things, but he destroyed the high places.  There was a revival from the very first of his ministry.  In the first month, he was out there serving the Lord.] (9) “Now it came about in the fourth year of King Hezekiah, which was the seventh year of Hoshea son of Elah king of Israel, that Shalmaneser king of Assyria came up against Samaria and besieged it. (10) And at the end of three years they captured it; in the sixth year of Hezekiah, which was the ninth year of Hoshea king of Israel, Samaria was captured. (11) Then the king of Assyria carried Israel away into exile to Assyria,” [What year was that?  722—a year that you want to remember.] (13) “Now in the fourteenth year of King Hezekiah, Sennacherib king of Assyria came up against all the fortified cities of Judah and seized them.” [Shalmaneser conquers Samaria; Sennacherib has come up in the fourteenth year of Hezekiah, and is getting ready to come against the fortified cities of Judah, and to take them.  He has become an enemy, not only to the north, but he is an enemy to the southern kingdom of Judah.]

Let’s find out what is happening during the days of Sennacherib.  Go to 2 Chronicles 32:24.  You might want to get these Scriptures down so you can follow me, and see if we can lay out what happens during this time.  (24) “In those days Hezekiah became mortally ill;” [In the days of Sennacherib, because from Chapter 32, up to verse 23, it is all about Sennacherib.  In fact, go back and let me show you this.] (1) “After these acts of faithfulness (all that that Hezekiah did in the first years of his ministry) Sennacherib king of Assyria came and invaded Judah and besieged the fortified cities, and thought to break into them for himself.” [So the enemy, Assyria, has come against him, and it is in those days that Hezekiah becomes mortally ill.] (24b) “and he prayed to the Lord, and the Lord spoke to him and gave him a sign.” [So here he is—mortally ill.  He is going to die.  God sends Isaiah; God speaks to him; God gives him a sign.] (25) “But Hezekiah gave no return for the benefit he received,” [He was healed by God, but his heart did not turn more toward God because of the benefit that he received.  Why?] “because his heart was proud;” [Listen, guard your heart, because “out of the heart come all the issues of life.”  “As a man thinketh in his heart, so he is.”  And if we were to go to Matthew, you would see that it is from the heart that pride comes.  So he became proud.] “therefore (because he becomes proud) wrath came on him and on Judah and on Jerusalem.” [So what is that wrath that comes on him and Judah and Jerusalem?  It is Sennacherib, coming down and taking those fortified cities.]


I want to put us in context, and then we are going to go back and take apart these three verses.  (26) “However, Hezekiah humbled the pride of his heart, both he and the inhabitants of Jerusalem,” [So here he is exalted in his heart and proud against God, but then he humbles his heart because the wrath of God comes on him and on Judah and Jerusalem as a result of his pride and their pride.] (26) “However, Hezekiah humbled the pride of his heart, both he and the inhabitant of Jerusalem, so that the wrath of the Lord did not come on them in the days of Hezekiah.” [God withheld His wrath because Hezekiah went from a proud heart to a humble heart.  It was revival for Hezekiah, rather than captivity.  What does “revive” mean?  “Revive” means to breathe new life into it.  “Revive” means to bring it up from the dead.  We see a revival; we see him going from pride to humility, and that is revival.  Consequently, he does not go into captivity.]


Go to Isaiah 38:1.  We are going to go back and forth between Kings and Chronicles and Isaiah, so we can get the full picture.  I want you to remember that these are the days of Sennacherib, and this is what he has shown us.  (1) “In those days” [days of Sennacharib (this is what Chapter 37 is all about)] “Hezekiah
became mortally ill.  And Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz came to him and said to him. ‘Thus says the Lord, “Set your house in order, for you shall die and not live.”’ (2) Then Hezekiah turned his face to the wall, and prayed to the Lord,” [He did exactly what he was supposed to do.  You are ill, and the word of the Lord comes, and says, “Get your house in order.  You are not going to live.  You are going to die from this.  So what does he do?  Where does he run?  Does he run to the arm of flesh?  Does he run to the physicians, like Asa, his predecessor, did?  Oh, no, he runs to God; he prays.] (3) “and said, ‘Remember now, O Lord, I beseech Thee, how I have walked before Thee in truth” [If he is walking in truth, beloved, then he is walking according to the word of God.  Jesus prayed, “Father, sanctify them through Thy truth.”  (John 17:17)  “Thy word is truth.”  So if he is walking in truth, he is walking according to the word of God, and we know that that is true.]

(3) “‘Remember now, O Lord, I beseech Thee, how I have walked before Thee in truth and with a whole heart, and have done what is good in Thy sight.’  And Hezekiah wept bitterly. (4) Then the word of the Lord came to Isaiah, saying, (5) ‘Go and say to Hezekiah, “Thus says the Lord, the God of your father David, ‘I have heard your prayer.  I have seen your tears; behold, I will add fifteen years to your life.’” [If you take the fourteenth year of Hezekiah (when Sennacherib is going to come down against him) and you add fifteen years, you have Hezekiah reigning for twenty-nine years, as we just read in 2 Kings 18:2.  So we know when this happened.  We know that it happened in the fourteenth year of his reign.  We know, in all probability, that it is happening before Sennacherib is doing his thing in 2 Kings 18, and threatening Hezekiah through the messengers that he sent.  So we know that this happens, and we know that God tells him that He is going to add fifteen years to his life.]


(6) “‘And I will deliver you and this city from the hand of the king of Assyria; and I will defend this city. (7) And this shall be the sign to you from the Lord, that the Lord will do this thing that He has spoken: (8) Behold, I will cause the shadow on the stairway, which has gone down with the sun on the stairway of Ahaz, to go back ten steps.’”  So the sun’s shadow went back ten steps on the stairway on which it had gone down.” [Why did he get this sign?  Go to the last two verses of this chapter, vv. 21 and 22.  He gets this sign because he asked for it.  We get the summary of this whole event in v. 21.] “Now Isaiah had said, ‘Let them take a cake of figs, and apply it to the boil, that he may recover.’ (2) The Hezekiah had said, ‘What is the sign that I shall go up to the house of the Lord?’” [What is the sign that I will go up and worship at the house of the Lord, and not die?  What was the sign?  The sun would go back ten steps.  Listen, the sun doesn’t go that.  You remember when the sun stood still in the days of Joshua, when he was fighting and defending the Gibbeonites.  Now the sun has gone back ten steps; the sun doesn’t do that, unless God has done it.  It is the sign; it is a miracle, and the word of that is going to spread.]

Go to Isaiah 39:1.  “At that time Merodach-baladan son of Baladan, king of Babylon,” [Babylon is a star that is rising on the political field, a power that is coming up.  And Assyria doesn’t like Babylon, because it is a threat to them.] “sent letters and a present to Hezekiah, for he heard that he had been sick and had recovered. (2) And Hezekiah was pleased, and showed them all his treasure house, the silver and the gold and the spices and the precious oil and his whole armory and all that was found in his treasuries.  There was nothing in his house, nor in all his dominion, that Hezekiah did not show them.” [He showed them the temple.  He showed it all to them.  Why?  It says, “He was pleased to do this.”  Watch out, Hezekiah!  Watch out, Hezekiah!  Here come these men.  “Pleased” literally means that he rejoiced over them.  He was so excited—here come these dignitaries from this new rising power, and they have come and brought presents to Hezekiah, and Hezekiah wants them to know what a great kingdom he has been.  And all that he has in his house, and all of his treasures, he lays them out before them.  Be careful, Hezekiah!  Be careful!]

As I was studying this, I wrote, “July 11, 2004,” a word to God that says, “Oh, the subtlety of pride.  God deliver me.”  Because as I wrote it, I wrote, “Beware that God’s blessings don’t become a source of pride in your life.”  And God showed me something—God showed me how a blessing in my life had become a source of pride, and then he showed me how He had humbled me.  I saw the reason that I was brought low was because of this pride in my life, and as Hezekiah wept bitterly before the Lord (he wept because of his mortal illness), I wept because of my pride.  Hezekiah eventually would humble himself because of his pride.  
I wept bitterly.  I sat on that couch in my kitchen (that’s where I have my quiet time), and I sitting there, preparing to write this course, and I was steeped in the Scriptures, and all of a sudden God showed me. And I wept, and I wept; I bawled.  I wept violently, because I know this is the most insidious of sins.  You go back to the Garden of Eden, and what did the serpent offer Eve?  You shall be like God.  What is pride?  Pride is me thinking, “I don’t need God.”  Pride is me thinking that I can do it.  Pride is me forgetting that it is only by the grace of God that we have whatever we have.  That is pride, beloved.  It is forgetting.  Pride is looking to the arm of flesh.  And we have to be so careful; it is so insidious.  


Go to 2 Chronicles 32:31.  Now it is the fourteenth year of his reign.  He is going to have fifteen years to live. That will bring him up to the twenty-ninth year of his reign.  We know that this is happening during the days of Sennacherib.  Now I want us to look at 32:31, because I think it all fits in together.  In 2 Chronicles 32:24, we see that he is ill.  We see, in v. 25, that when he is healed, and that sign happens, he does not give God the benefit, but his heart is proud, so therefore wrath comes upon him, Judah, and Jerusalem.  Sennacherib comes down, and he does his thing.  (31) “And even in the matter of the envoys of the rulers of Babylon, who sent to him to inquire of the wonder that had happened in the land,” [What was the wonder that had happened in the land?  The sun went back.] “God left him alone only to test him, that He might know all that was in his heart.” [And what did we see that was in his heart after he was healed, after the sign happened?  We saw pride was in his heart.  And God left him alone so that he might see the pride.  Now he left him alone with those men, but I just want to just stop and just say this—I believe that we are so busy, that we are running so fast, that we are running at such a great speed, that we’re going here and there, and we’re serving the Lord.  And somewhere along the line, I got messed up, because I believe that if we would be still and we cry out to God and we say, (Psalm 139:23-24)  “God search my heart and see if there be any way of pain in my heart” (which is what it means), then God will show us.  So we see here that it could be the Babylonians coming at this time, because it was at the same time.  It was right after he was healed.  It was right after the sign that the Babylonians came, and his coming, and his pleasure at showing them his kingdom, caused his heart to be lifted up.  

Let me show you another thing.  Go to 2 Chronicles 32.  It could be this: It could be that all his fortifying of Judah and Jerusalem could have become a source of pride also.  (2) “Now when Hezekiah saw that Sennacherib had come, and that he intended to make war on Jerusalem, (3) he decided with his officers and his warriors to cut off the supply of water from the springs which were outside the city, and they helped him.” [Now listen, they dug Hezekiah’s tunnel.  If you go to Israel with us, we’ll take you to Hezekiah’s tunnel.  You’ll see the wonder of it all.  They started on the outside of the city, and they started on the inside of the city.  They went about 1,777 feet, and they met in the right spot.  So they had this tunnel.  They were going to make sure that they had water, but the enemy would not have water.  That was wise, and there wasn’t anything wrong with it.] 

(5) “And he took courage and rebuilt all the wall that had been broken down, and erected towers on it, and built another outside wall, and strengthened the Millo in the city of David, and made weapons and shields in great number. (6) He appointed military officers over the people, and gathered them to him in the square at the city gate, and spoke encouragingly to them, saying, (7) ‘Be strong and courageous, do not fear or be dismayed’” [Now listen to what he is saying, “Be strong, be courageous, do not fear, do not be dismayed.”  Yet what is he going to do?  He’s going to go sniveling to the king of Assyria, and say, “Forgive me for not paying you, and here is all this money.”] 

(32:7) “Be strong and courageous, do not fear or be dismayed  because of the king of Assyria, nor because of all the horde that is with him; for the one with us is greater than the one with him. (8) With him is only an arm of flesh, but with us is the Lord our God to help us and to fight our battles.” [Now how does he know God is with him?  He has been mortally ill.  He has had God heal him, and not only that, he asked for a sign, and God took the sun and moved it back ten steps.  He knows God is with him.  Beware, beloved, of exhorting people, and quoting Scripture, and not living it.  Beware, because to exhort and do that (I’m not saying he wasn’t living it, but I want to show you something in the light of this.)]  

 Go to Isaiah 22:1.  When was Isaiah written?  During the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah.  So Isaiah is finished with his prophecy by the time Hezekiah is finished, so all of this is during this time.  We know that Uzziah is off the scene very, very quickly.  So when you go to Isaiah 22:1, “The oracle concerning the valley of vision.  What is the matter with you now, that you have all gone up to the housetops? (2) You who were full of noise, you boisterous town you exultant city;” [Now go down to v. 8.] (8) “And He removed the defense of Judah.  In that day you depended on the weapons of the house of the forest, (9) and you saw that the breaches in the wall of the city of David were many; and you collected the waters of the lower pool. (10) Then you counted the houses of Jerusalem and tore down houses to fortify the wall. (11) And you made a reservoir between the two walls for the waters of the old pool.” [There is nothing wrong with that.  It is stupid not to fortify when you know that the enemy is out there.  But when you are fortifying, you have to be careful that you don’t trust in your fortifications and what you did, instead of trusting God.  Look at what it says.] 

(11) “And you made a reservoir between the two walls for the waters of the old pool.  But you did not depend on Him who made it, nor did you take into consideration Him who planned it long ago. (12) Therefore in that day the Lord God of hosts, called you to weeping, to wailing, to shaving the head and to wearing sackcloth. (13) Instead, there is gaiety and gladness, killing of cattle.” [In other words, God is calling you in your distress to weep, to wail, and to put on sack cloth, but instead you are partying.  What is happening in the United States of America?  We are a very proud nation.  We are a very proud people.  “Nobody will attack America.  Nobody will attack us and get away with it.”  We are trying to rest in our strength, when we are unrighteous, and we are partying instead of repenting, instead of mourning and wailing.  And captivity is coming if revival does not come, because God has to judge the proud.  God, by His very nature, has to bring the proud down.  And you and I need to understand that, and you and I need to beware.]  


He has been ill.  It is the fourteenth year, and he has been told he will live another fifteen years.  He has got it made, right?  The sun goes back ten steps, but he does not give God the credit.  He doesn’t give God any return.  It’s like, “God healed me,” but he forgets God.  He knows the enemy is out there.  He starts these fortifications, and you know that you can’t do that in a day.  You can’t do that in a week.  The amazing thing about Hezekiah’s tunnel is they cut through a solid bed of rock.  They weren’t going through dirt; they were going through rock, and they got this done.  But he says, “You beware that you don’t depend on what you have accomplished, but depend on only one thing, and that is God.  Proverbs 21:31 says, “The horse is prepared against the day of battle, but safety is of the Lord.”  Safety is always of the Lord, and we have seen it.  

Let’s go see it again, in 2 Kings 18:13.  As we go, I just want you to know that all of this is a set-up, in a sense, for pride.  The men coming from Babylon is a set-up for pride.  God is going to see what is in his heart.  The Bible says when you think that you stand, take heed lest you fall. (1 Corinthians 10:12)  So when you think you are up here standing, you be careful that your foot doesn’t slip into pride, and you go crashing down, because God resists the proud, but He gives grace to the humble (James 4:6).  

Now we come to 2 Kings 18:13.  “Now in the fourteenth year of King Hezekiah,” [We know that this is the year that Hezekiah gets healed.]  “Sennacherib king of Assyria came up against all the fortified cities of Judah and seized them.” [Now watch, Hezekiah!] (14) “Then Hezekiah king of Judah sent to the king of Assyria at Lachish, saying” [That is where he was camped, and that is where he was doing battle.  That’s southwest of Jerusalem, not too far away.] ‘I have done wrong.’” [What does he mean, “He’s done wrong”?  Was he to pay tribute to Assyria?  Was he to fear Assyria?  But he is saying,] “‘I have done wrong.  Withdraw from me; whatever you impose on me I will bear.’  So the king of Assyria required of Hezekiah king of Judah three hundred talents of silver and thirty talents of gold.” [Three hundred talents of silver is eleven tons.] (15) “And Hezekiah gave him all the silver which was found in the house of the Lord, and in the treasuries of the king’s house.” [He goes to the door posts, and he chips off the gold he had put there during the revival, and he sends it to him.  But, listen to me, it’s just like the terrorists; you don’t give in to a terrorists, because they rule by terror.  Why do you think that they show themselves in hoods?  Why do you think they show themselves blindfolded?  Why do you think they take a video of sawing or chopping off the head of an innocent man that they have taken captive?  Why do you think they do it?  Because they want you absolutely to tremble, but they are not going to be satisfied until you are under their domination, or until you are destroyed, because if you are a Christian you are in infidel to the Muslin faith.  It is their duty to destroy you, and their god has told them this in the Koran, so they believe it.  Now, every Muslin doesn’t believe it, and not every Muslin is like that.  But to those that believe the Koran and follow its teaching, you are an infidel.  A holy war (jihad) is just fine.]  

(18:17) “Then the king of Assyria sent Tartan and Rab-saris and Rabshakeh from Lachish to King Hezekiah with a large army to Jerusalem.  So they went up and came to Jerusalem.  And when they went up, they came and stood by the conduit of the upper pool, which is on the highway of the fuller’s field. (18) When they called to the king,” [Where are they standing?  They’re standing (Isaiah 7:3-8) where Isaiah had gone to Ahaz, and said to Ahaz, “I am telling you they will not take your city.”  So they are standing at the same place, threatening to take their city, when God has told Ahaz, “They are not going to take your city.”  And, if you keeping reading, he tells them how soon Assyria is going to be destroyed.  And He writes it down.  So here is a place—God gives us places; God gives us memories, so that we can remember.  I will never forget my couch.  My couch was an altar, a place of repentance.  My couch was a place of revelation, and renewal, and revival, and going forward.  I will not forget it.  I can tell you other places where I have stood.  So they come, and they and stand in the same place. (18:19) “Then Rabshakeh said to them, ‘Say now to Hezekiah, “Thus says the great king, the king of Assyria, ‘What is this confidence that you have?’” [Literally it is: what is this confidence that you trust?  See, that is a good question.  What are you trusting in?  Are you trusting in your fortifications?  Are you trusting in your reputation?  Are you trusting in your business?  Are you trusting in the things that they have promised to do to you, that company, that business?  Are you trusting in stock market?  Are you trusting in your retirement plan?  Or are you trusting in God?  What is this confidence of your trust?  Where do you get this boldness for this trust?]  

(18:20) “You say (but they are only empty words), ‘I have counsel and strength for the war.’” [Now did he have counsel and strength for the war?  Yes, you saw it.  You saw the strength for war in 2 Chronicles 32, when he builds the city, gets the water all taken care of, has the army all set.  Yes!] “‘Now on whom do you rely, that you have rebelled against me?’” [Now I believe that this is in the time, in 2 Chronicles 32:25, when his heart is proud, and God is judging.  Israel’s heart is proud, and He is judging him, and judging Judah.  And here is Rabshaken standing there, and saying, “Now on whom do you rely, that you have rebelled against me?] (21) “‘Now behold, you rely on the staff of this crushed reed, even on Egypt; on which if a man leans, it will go into his hand and pierce it.  So is Pharaoh king of Egypt to all who rely on him.’” [He says you have strength for war, and you have counsel.  In other words, he is probably referring to some kind of alliance, some king of talk, and plan that Hezekiah has because, he has been talking to Egypt.]

Go to Isaiah 30:1.  Remember, Isaiah is the prophet for Uzziah, Ahaz, Jotham, and Hezekiah. Listen to what he says. (1) “‘Woe to the rebellious children,’ declares the Lord, ‘who execute a plan, but not Mine, and make an alliance, but not of My Spirit,’” [So many times in our lives we go ahead because this is the way you do it, this is the way market something, this is the way you get it out, this is who you work with, so you make alliances, but they are not of God’s Spirit.] “in order to add sin to sin; (2) who proceed down to Egypt, without consulting Me,” [What is pride?  Pride is moving in your own strength without consulting God.  Because when you consult God then you are going to move in His strength and in His direction.] (2) “Who proceed down to Egypt without consulting Me, to take refuge in the safety of Pharaoh and to seek shelter in the shadow of Egypt!  Therefore the safety of Pharaoh will be your shame and the shelter in the shadow of Egypt, your humiliation.”

Go to Isaiah 31:1.  “Woe to those who go down to Egypt for help, and rely on horses, and trust in chariots because they are many, and in horsemen because they are very strong, but they do not look to the Holy One of Israel, nor seek the Lord!” [What are you trusting in?  You have the horses, you have the chariots, but are you to trust in them, or are you to trust in the Lord?] (3) “Now the Egyptians are men, and not God, and their horses are flesh and not spirit;” (6) “Return to Him from whom you have deeply defected, O sons of Israel. (7) For in that day every man will cast away his silver idols and his gold idols, which your sinful hands have made for you as a sin.” [It is a key repeated word] (8) “And the Assyrian will fall by a sword not of man, and a sword not of man will devour him.  So he will not escape the sword, and his young men will become forced laborers.” [How does God deliver Hezekiah once he repents, once he is revived, once his heart is humbled?  How does he do it?  Remember, He sends the army of the angels of the Lord, and he kills the people.  It is just like this verse said.]  


Let’s go back to 2 Kings 18:23.  So you see his threat.  “Now therefore, come, make a bargain with my master the king of Assyria, and I will give you two thousand horses, if you are able on your part to set riders on them.” [But I don’t think you can put men on them, but I’ll give you two thousand horses.  Why?  Because a horse was a sign of strength.  It was like a tank to us today.  It was military equipment.] (24) “How then can you repulse one official of the least of my master’s servants, and rely on Egypt for chariots and for horsemen?” [Do you see the parallel?] (25) “Have I now come up without the Lord’s approval” [Oh, now he is saying, “Who are you trusting in?”  Now he is saying, “I am here because God sent me.”  Now you have got to know the word of God, and you have got to know the character of God, and you have to know the promises of God, so that you can pick-up the lies of the enemy.] (25b) “The Lord said to me, ‘Go up against this land and destroy it. (27) But Rabshakeh said to them, ‘Has my master sent me only to your master and to you to speak these words,’” [when they say do not speak in Hebrew] “‘and not to the men who sit on the wall, doomed to eat their own dung and drink their own urine with you?’” [Are they going to drink urine because they are thirsty?  No.  Why?  They have Hezekiah’s tunnel.  They have the water all taken care of, but these guys don’t know about it.] (29) “Thus says the king, ‘Do not let Hezekiah deceive you, for he will not be able to deliver you from my hand;’” [Then he gives all the threats, and you have studied them, but one of the things that he does is he throws the gauntlet down at the feet of God, and God reaches down and picks up that gauntlet.  Because you don’t do that to God; you don’t do that to God.]  

(32b) “But do not listen to Hezekiah, when he misleads you, saying, ‘The Lord will deliver us.’ (33) Has any one of the gods of the nations delivered his land from the hand of the king of Assyria?” [What did he just equate God with?  He equated the One and only true sovereign ruler of all the universe who says to the nations, “Kiss the Son,” in Psalm 2.  He has just equated the God of all the universe to the images made by man and the figments of man’s imagination.  He is in trouble!] (34) “‘Where are the gods of Hamath and Arpad?  Where are the gods of Sepharvaim, Hena and Ivvah?  Have they delivered Samaria from my hand?  (35) Who among all the gods of the lands have delivered their land from my hand, that the Lord should deliver Jerusalem from my hand?’” [But the people were silent; the men go to Hezekiah.  They go with their clothes torn.] 


2 Chronicles 32:25b says, “because his heart was proud; therefore wrath came on him and on Judah and Jerusalem. (26) However, Hezekiah humbled the pride of his heart, both he and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the wrath of the Lord did not come on them in the days of Hezekiah.” [Do you know the first time “pride” is used in the Bible?  It is in Leviticus 26:14.  “But if you do not obey Me and do not carry out all these commandments” [then this is what I am going to do.] (19) “I will also break down your pride of power;” [Just put it together—your pride of power.  You take pride; your heart is lifted up in your power, in your ability.  Well, now what is happening?] 

Go back to 2 Kings 19:1.  Now what is happening?  He has got them threatening him; he has their armies.  Sennacherib is there down at Lachish, and they can come up. (1) “And when King Hezekiah heard it, he tore his clothes, covered himself with sackcloth and entered the house of the Lord. (2) Then he sent Eliakim who was over the household with Shebna the scribe and the elders of the priests, covered with sackcloth, to Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz.” [Is he humbled?] (3) “And they said to him, ‘Thus says Hezekiah, “This day is a day of distress, rebuke” [Rebuke—his heart has been lifted up] “and rejection; for children have come to birth and there is no strength to deliver. (4) Perhaps the Lord your God” [I believe he is so broken before the Lord, and so humbled over the pride of his heart, that he says,] “Perhaps the Lord your God will hear all the words of Rabshakeh, whom his master the king of Assyria has sent to reproach the living God, and will rebuke the words which the Lord your God has heard.  Therefore, offer a prayer for the remnant that is left.” (6) “And Isaiah said to them, ‘Thus you shall say to your master, “Thus says the Lord, ‘Do not be afraid because of the words that you have heard, with which the servants of the king of Assyria have blasphemed Me. (7) Behold, I will put a spirit in him so that he will hear a rumor and return to his own land.  And I will make him fall by the sword in his own land.’”



Look at 2 Kings 19:35.  “Then it happened that night that the angel of the Lord went out, and struck 185,000 in the camp of the Assyrians; and when men rose early in the morning, behold, all of them were dead.” [Not everyone died, because someone had to tell the story.  And they had to tell the story that it wasn’t an army of man, but it was an army of the Lord, just like you and I saw in Isaiah—as He said He would do to Assyria.]

Beloved, what do you see here?  You see Hezekiah proud in his heart after his healing, after the sign, and then you see him brought low, so low that he is trembling.  He is in sackcloth, that he is calling everyone, and he goes and he cries out.  He cries out to Isaiah, “Pray; talk to your God.”  And God has mercy because He humbles his heart.  This is what makes Hezekiah great.  When I look at him, Hezekiah revives, and it’s not captivity, because he goes to God and he humbles his heart.  He puts on this sackcloth, which is a sign of humbling himself, and this is what makes him great.  It says in 2 Kings 18:5b, “so that after him there was none like him among all the kings of Judah, nor among those who were before him. 


Look at Asa.  Asa was a man that started out well with the Lord, but in 2 Chronicles 16, you find Asa becoming proud in his heart.  When the enemy comes against him, what do you find him doing in v. 2?  You find him taking the silver and the treasuries out of the house of the Lord, to try to buy off the enemy, when God has taken care of him before.  It is just like Isaiah says.  (3) “Let there be a treaty between you and me, as between my father and your father.  Behold, I have sent you silver and gold;” [So what happens?  Hanani the seer came to Asa and said,] (9) “‘For the eyes of the Lord move to and fro throughout the earth that He may strongly support those whose heart is completely His, that He might show him strong on His behalf.’”  [He afflicts Asa, and Asa gets a disease in his feet, but does Asa turn back to God?  No!  Does Hezekiah turn back to God?  Yes!  Because with Hezekiah it is revival and it is not captivity.]

In 2 Chronicles 25, what do you have?  You have Amaziah, and he is all exalted because he has just defeated Edom. (19) “You said, ‘Behold, you have defeated Edom.’  And your heart has become proud in boasting.” [Now stay at home; don’t come to war against me.  You are going to lose.  And he did not listen and he lost.]

Look at Uzziah 2 Chron.26:16.  “But when he became strong, his heart was so proud that he acted corruptly, and he was unfaithful to the Lord his God, for he entered the temple of the Lord to burn incense on the altar of incense.” [He gets leprosy.  Is he ever cured?  No!  Why?  Because there is no revival, because none of those kings bowed the knee, and said, “My heart was proud.”  But Hezekiah bowed the knee; Hezekiah recovered from his pride.]  


O beloved, there are so many Scriptures that I would like to take you to, and all the 

Scriptures are about pride.  I want you to go to Proverbs 16:5.  “Everyone who is proud in heart is an abomination to the Lord;” [Have you got it?] “Assuredly, he will not be unpunished.” [God has to deal with pride.] (18) “Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before stumbling. (19) It is better to be humble in spirit with the lowly, than to divide the spoil with the proud.” [In other words, you want to run around with those that are boasting and proud.  He says you would be better off to get down there with the lowly than to divide the spoil with the others.]  

Proverbs 29:23 says this: “A man’s pride will bring him low, but a humble spirit will obtain honor.”  Beloved, listen to me.  Pride is so insidious, and you need to do what Habakkuk did.  You need to be still and listen to the word of God.  The righteous shall live by faith, but the proud one he is exalted in himself.  What you are doing in studying the word is so important, because it is the word that reveals to you your pride, because there you meet God.  And there, as you look in the mirror, God lets you see Himself.  Revival?  It can come, no matter how bad it was.  It can come, if you’ll confess it, if you’ll forsake it, and if you’ll humble yourself.  It will come.  But if you don’t, God will have to bring you low.  
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