A LOVE THAT WILL NOT LET ME GO-LESSON 4
“How Can I Give You Up?”
Kay Arthur, Teacher

  What’s that old tradition—when a man marries a woman, and he get to the threshold of the house, what does he do?  Well, the tradition says that he picks her up in his arms, his bride, and carries her over the threshold.  What happens when a child is cantankerous, or a child is hurt, where does the child’s arm go?  The child’s arms go up, and the parent’s arms go down, and that child is picked up, and cuddled, and loved in that parent’s arms.  It is right, isn’t it, that a husband would love his wife, that a husband would be the strong one, and that he would carry his wife, and that the wife would relax in his arms?  It is natural, isn’t it, that the father, the strong one, would pick up the child, and that the child would snuggle to the father’s breast, and there find his sufficiency, his comfort, his protection?  As we look at this last lesson on Hosea, one of the things you’re going to see is the Father’s arms reaching down to the child, and saying, “How can I give you up?”  Let’s look at it.  


I want to go back to Hosea 10:12, because, as we looked at the third segment of Hosea (Hosea 7-10), we saw that there was no promise at the end of this passage.  At the end of this segment, there was no promise of blessing, no promise whatsoever.  You wonder, “What’s happened?  Has God turned away?  Has the bridegroom put down the bride, and thrown her out?  Has the father refused to pick up the child?”  Oh, no!  At the end of this segment, instead of a promise of restoration, there is a word of exhortation.  It is a word of exhortation to these people, to the nation of Israel, to the Northern Kingdom, to Ephraim, to sow with a view to righteousness.  (12) “Sow with a view to righteousness, reap in accordance with kindness; break up your fallow ground, for it is time to seek the Lord.” [Breaking up fallow ground (especially in those days without all the big machinery and equipment we have) is not easy.  Those are hardened, hardened clumps of earth, and it takes a lot of effort to break up the fallow ground, to take those huge hunks, after it has been plowed, and to take those huge pieces and break them up.  But He is saying, “This is what you have to do.  You have go break up your fallow ground, for it is time to seek the Lord.  You are to seek Him until He comes to rain righteousness on you.  He is coming to rain righteousness.  He is coming to reign over all the earth, and when He reigns over all the earth He will rain righteousness upon the earth, because He will be here.”  Jehovah-tsidkenu will sit on His throne, the Lord our righteousness.  So what is He telling them to do?  He’s telling them, “You have sinned.  You have been (as v. 11 says) like a trained heifer.  You love to thresh, and you love to eat, and you love to reap the benefits of your association with Me, but you do not love to obey.”  So He is calling them to sow with a view for righteousness.

(13) “You have plowed wickedness, you have reaped injustice,” [You and I need to know, we need to understand, and we need to help other people understand that when we plow wickedness, if wickedness is our path, if that is what we are doing, if that is what we are sowing, so to speak, when we plow wickedness, we reap injustice, because God cannot bless wickedness.] “You have eaten the fruit of lies, because you have trusted in your way, in your numerous warriors,” [He is saying, “You are in trouble.  You have eaten the fruit of lies.  You plowed wickedness; you have reaped injustice.]

Now as I told you, the listening audience, when I cut last week’s tape, it was November 2, 2004, and we were going to the polls.  We went to the polls, and you know the results.  President Bush was reelected for a second term.  But the thing that amazed me (and I’m not talking politics now), the thing that absolutely amazed me was listening to the commentators—listening to these men that seemed to think that they can shape the course of a nation, that they represent the thinking of this nation, that think they represent the populous of this nation, and finding them absolutely overwhelmed, absolutely stunned.  Why?  It seemed to them that America was more interested in morals than America was interested in the economy.  America was more interested in morals than they were interested in the war.  If it’s true that many evangelicals went to the polls (and they went to the polls), and there were 3.5 million more voters (and we found out that 4 million evangelicals did not vote in the election before), I don’t know if there is any connection, but it is very, very interesting.  But the thing is: what do you do?  You vote for righteousness.  If you vote for righteousness, and the country is righteous, then the wars will take care of themselves; the economy will take care of itself, because God is interested in morality.  God is interested in righteousness.  

When I am talking morality, I am talking about righteousness.  I am talking about doing what is right.  I am talking about standing against same sex marriages.  I am talking about standing against abortion.  I am talking about standing for purity, and righteousness, and a fear of God.  But my concern is: what are we going to do with the next four years?  (Now you may be watching this in the year 2009 or 2012.)  Look back at history, and see what we did.  But I will tell you this, as for me, as for our house, as for our ministry, Jack’s and our ministry, we are going to make every effort that we can to help people sow for righteousness, to help people be what they ought to be, and to raise up an army of men and women and teenagers that know the Lord, love the Lord, fear the Lord, and are going to stand for the Lord.  

So He says, (13) “You have plowed wickedness, you have reaped injustice,…Because you have trusted in your way, in your numerous warriors,” [You have trusted in your military power.] (14) “Therefore, a tumult will arise among your people, and all your fortresses will be destroyed, as Shalman destroyed Beth-arbel on the day of battle, when mothers were dashed in pieces with their children. (15) Thus it will be done to you at Bethel because of your great wickedness.”

Let’s stop and look at Bethel for a minute.  Go to Amos 7:10.  We have studied Amos, and we know that Amos is a contemporary prophet.  He doesn’t prophesy as long as Hosea does.  (10) “Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent word to Jeroboam king of Israel, saying, ‘Amos has conspired against you in the midst of the house of Israel; the land is unable to endure all his words. (11) For thus Amos says, “Jeroboam will die by the sword and Israel will certainly go from its land into exile.”’” [In other words, a prophet came from Bethel to say, “Hey, listen, judgment is coming.  Jeroboam is going to die by the sword.  Listen.”  But they wouldn’t listen.  They wouldn’t listen, because they had closed their ears against God.] 

(Hosea 10:15) “Thus it will be done to you at Bethel because of your great wickedness.  At dawn the king of Israel will be completely cut off.”  [You heard the word of Amos.  You heard what was said.  Listen to the prophets; because it is going to be done to you.  The king of Israel is going to be completely cut off.] Now in my Bible (I have wide margins, because I have an Inductive Study Bible) I wrote in pencil, “He is talking about Assyria’s assault on the Northern Kingdom.”  We are always talking about the three seizes of Jerusalem, one in 605, one in 597, and then one in 586 B.C.  Pete pointed out (in one of our discussions) that we talk about that, but we don’t talk about the two assaults of the Northern Kingdom.  So lets’ put those two assaults down, because this is what he says is going to happen.  He is warning them.  Remember, Amos tells us that God does nothing but what He tells His prophets before hand, and He wants us to understand.


 The first siege was in 740 B.C.  You see that in 2 Kings 15:29.  This is important for you to realize, because this is why Ephraim comes on the scene and becomes the predominant part of Israel that is referred to in the book of Hosea.  (29) “In the days of Pekah king of Israel, Tiglath-pileser king of Assyria came and captured Ijon and Abel-beth-maacah and Janoah and Kedesh and Hazor and Gilead and Galilee, all the land of Naphtali;”  [Remember, we saw that the land of Naphtali was sitting in darkness, and that’s because of this.] “and he carried them captive to Assyria.” [So that is the first assault and captivity by Assyria of the Northern Kingdom.]  

The second one comes in 722 B.C., and this is the one we refer to all the time.  (2 Kings 17:6) “In the ninth year of Hoshea, the king of Assyria captured Samaria and carried Israel away into exile to Assyria, and settled them in Halah and Habor, on the river of Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes.” [In this verse, you see Samaria, the capital of Israel, being demolished.  In this verse (in 722 B.C.), you see it is the year of Hoshea, the final king of the Northern Kingdom.  (This is why all the work that you are doing in the charts you are making will help you to remember and understand these things.)  The first is like a warning, and then He calls them to repent.  Then the second comes, and it happened, because they did not repent, because they did not return.  God the Father stretches down His arms to His son, but His son, instead of putting his arms up and running to his Father in his distress, runs to Egypt, runs to Assyria to find help, and ends up being taken captive by them. 


Listen to me very carefully—when God is extending His arms to you through truth, through the word of God, telling you what is right, telling you what is wrong; and instead, you think that you can get away with it, and you turn around, and you ignore the arms of God, and you choose the arms of flesh, you are going to suffer the consequences.  So God warns us.  And you are going to see Him dong the same thing with the Southern Kingdom of Judah.  There are three sieges.  Before siege one there is an opportunity to repent.  After siege two there is an opportunity to repent, but they do not repent.  So He’s calling to them now, and He is warning them, and they have been taken captive the first time, but Ephraim’s area is Samaria.  Ephraim’s area is the border between Judah and Israel.  So Ephraim remains.  Ephraim is the strongest of the tribes, and that is why He keeps talking to Ephraim.  


(Hosea 11:1) “When Israel was a youth I loved him, and out of Egypt I called My son.” [Do you see the change in imagery?  When the book opens, what is the imagery?  It is a husband and a wife.  Then in Chapter 4 (after we get through the picture of Hosea and Gomer), what does He deal with?  You played the harlot.  You played the harlot with your lovers.  So you still have the imagery of a husband and wife.  Now, for the first time, you have the imagery of a father.  When you think of husband and wife, you think more on this plane.  But when you think of father-child, you think more on this plane.  You have more of a greater, in a sense, dependence, more of a greater sense of weakness, more of a greater sense of a lack of maturity, and a greater need for the father.]  

So He says, (1) “When Israel was a youth I loved him, and out of Egypt I called My son.”  Look at Exodus 4:22.  (Do you see the benefit of having studied the word of God this way, and having gone all the way through, because you keep building precept upon precept?) “Then you (Moses) shall say to Pharaoh, ‘Thus says the Lord, “Israel is My son, My firstborn.” (23) So I said to you (God is saying to this great nation of Egypt), ‘Let My son go that he may serve Me’; but you have refused to let him go.  Behold, I will kill your son, your firstborn.”’” [“Let My son go.”  God is sovereign over all the nations, and He says, “I want My son back.”]  

(Hosea 11:2) “The more they called them,” [Now, all of a sudden, the “they”, and you wonder, “Who is the “they”?  But if you study, and you keep the context and the flow, how does God speak to His people?  He speaks to the people through the prophets.  You see Him talking about sending the prophets to them, and how He speaks to them, and how He calls them through the prophets, and how they are to listen to those prophets.  You see that in (4:5).] “So you will stumble by day, and the prophet also will stumble with you by night;” [And you just go through and follow through every place you have marked the prophet.] (6:5) “Therefore I have hewn them in pieces by the prophets; I have slain them by the words of My mouth;” [Why?  Because the prophets were to be God’s spokesman.  They were to be God’s messenger.]  

(Hosea 11:2) “The more they (prophets) called them, the more they (the people) went from them (prophets);” [They kept sacrificing to the Baals, and burning incense to idols.  Let’s go back and check the historical context of this in 2 Kings 17, and take a look at the prophets again.  You and I are studying the prophets, and when we study the prophets, we need to listen to the prophets, because they are God’s spokesmen.  This is why the book of Hosea is so important.] (2 Kings 17:7) “Now this came about, because the sons of Israel had sinned against the Lord their God, who had brought them up from the land of Egypt from under the hand of Pharaoh, king of Egypt, and they had feared other gods. (13) “Yet the Lord warned Israel and Judah, through all His prophets” [He’s telling why they went into captivity.  In v. 7, He is saying this is why they went into captivity in the ninth year of Hoshea.] (13) “Yet the Lord warned Israel and Judah, through all His prophets and every seer, saying, ‘Turn from your evil ways and keep My commandments, My statutes according to all the law which I commanded your fathers, and which I sent to you through My servants the prophets.’ (14) However, they did not listen,” [When you and I study the Old Testament the way that we are studying it, you will hear the voice of those prophets.  And those prophets are not just for God’s people, but they were written for our instruction, and upon whom the end of the ages has come, so that we might persevere, so that we might have encouragement, so that we might be all that we should be.]


Look at Jeremiah 7:25, and look at what He says about the people, in respect to the prophets.  (God is speaking to His children, His people.) (25) “Since the day that your fathers came out of the land of Egypt until this day, I have sent you all My servants the prophets, daily rising early and sending them.” [In other words, God is saying, “I get up in the morning, (of course we know that God doesn’t sleep, but He is using this imagery) and  I’m getting them up in the morning, and I am saying, ‘Go and speak to My people, communicate with My people.’”] (26) “Yet they did not listen to Me or incline their ear, but stiffened their neck; they did more evil than their fathers.” [Listen to me, in these years ahead it is absolutely critical that we redeem the time that we listen to the prophets, and that we take heed that we serve a holy God, a holy God that is over all the nations.]  

(Hosea 11:2) “The more they called them, the more they went from them; they kept sacrificing to the Baals and burning incense to idols.” [What did they do?  They ran to false gods when they had the true God. When they had their Father God reaching out to them, they ran to false gods.] (3) “Yet it is I who taught Ephraim to walk, I took them in My arms; but they did not know that I healed them. (4) I led them with cords of a man, with bonds of love, and I became to them as one who lifts the yoke from their jaws; and I bent down and fed them.” [Now watch the metaphors that He’s using.  He has called them a trained heifer; and now He is saying, “I am the one that lifted the yoke from their neck.  I lifted the yoke from their neck so that they could eat.  I took that off so that they could eat, so that they could enjoy the land.  I’m the one that bent down.  I, God, bent down.  I, God, fed them.  I, God, carried them.  It was My son, and I carried My son in My arms.”] (5) “They will not return to the land of Egypt;” [So many times they wanted to trot down to Egypt, and you are going to see in the prophets that He said, “Woe be to those that go down into Egypt for help in the time of trouble.”] (5)

 “They will not return to the land of Egypt; but Assyria – he will be their king.” [They have served under Egypt; now the Northern Kingdom is going to serve under Assyria.  Why?  He is talking about the Assyria captivity; it is here.  That’s what He is saying, talking about it as if it has happened.  It hasn’t happened yet, but He’s talking about it as if it has happened.  “Because they refused to return to Me.”  Here He is, stretching out His arms to His son, saying, “Come to Me, son.”  And the little boy turns around, so to speak, and, maybe, sticks his tongue out at his daddy, and then runs in the opposite direction.  And He’s saying, “Return to me, my child.  Return to me, my child.”  Instead, it is as if the child runs out in the middle of the street and gets hit by a car, because he would not listen to his father.  The only thing is this:  when Israel runs away from God, Israel cannot be punished unless it is God doing the punishment.]  

(6) “And the sword will whirl against their cities, and will demolish their gate bars and consume them because of their counsels.” [In other words, instead of listening to the prophets they are listening to the counsel of the king.  They are listening to these political maneuverings.  We must pray for the president of the United States, whoever it is, that they do not listen to ungodly counsel, but that they listen to God, and they fear God.  I remember when I met President Bush in person.  It was before the war with Iraq, and I shared with him the verses about David, and how David consulted the Lord, “Should I go to battle.”  And the Lord showed him when he should go to battle.  And we must consult the Lord.] (7) “So My people are bent on turning from Me.” [Here is this little boy who constantly keeps running away.] “Though they (prophets) call the Israelites to the One on high, none at all exalts Him.” [How do you exalt God?  You need to know, for your life, how do we exalt God?  You exalt God by paying attention to Him, and recognizing that He is God, and that what He says, He means, and what He expects, we are to do.  If He tells us to obey, we are to obey.  So here is God, and He says, “I have this son.  I have stretched out My arms to this son, and he keeps running away.”]  

(8) “How can I give you up, O Ephraim?  How can I surrender you, O Israel?  How can I make you like Admah?  How can I treat you like Zeboiim?” [Deuteronomy 23:29 shows us that Admah and Zeboiim were two cities that were destroyed like Sodom and Gomorrah were destroyed, and involved in that destruction, and Deuteronomy tells us this.  He says, “How can I give you up?  You keep running away from me.  I have to judge you, but how can I give you up?  How can I let you go, O Ephraim?  How can I surrender you, O Israel?”] “My heart is turned over within Me, all My compassions are kindled.” [If you have ever had a child on drugs, if you have ever had a child in rebellion, if you ever had a child that was an alcoholic, if you have ever had a daughter that was anorexic, or whatever, and you see this child going and going, and they wear you out with their sin, and yet you are the parent.  You are the parent.  “How can I give you up?  How can I let you go?”  Well, if we feel that way, how can God do it?  “My heart is turned over within Me, all My compassions are kindled.”] (9) “I will not execute My fierce anger; I will not destroy Ephraim again.” [I will destroy him once, but I will not destroy him again.  Why?] “For I am God and not man, the Holy One in your midst; and I will not come in wrath.” [“I am God, and I can do what I what to do.  And I am going to judge you now, but I’m not going to judge you forever.  I am not going to give you up.  I will not execute My fierce anger against you.  I will not destroy Ephraim again.”  O love that will not let me go—a love that will not let me go!] 

(10) “They will walk after the Lord, He will roar like a lion; indeed He will roar, and His sons will come trembling from the west.” [“I’m not going to give you up.  I’m going to stand there as the lion, and I am going to roar for My cubs, and My cubs will hear My roar.  They will come from the west.  They will come from the four corners of the earth. The other prophets tell us they will come back to this land.  And this is what He is saying.] (11) “They will come trembling like birds from Egypt, and like doves from the land of Assyria;” [He has used those silly doves before, but now it is like doves from the land of Assyria that will come back home.] “‘And I will settle them in their houses,’ declares the Lord.” [Here is hope.  Why the hope?  Because they’re righteous?  No, but because God is a God of love and His love consumes Him.  And because of His love, because He loves them with an everlasting love, because underneath are the everlasting arms, He will wear them out.  He will judge them; He will disperse them throughout all the lands.  They will suffer greatly, as Deuteronomy says, but because He is God, because He is not a man, there will be an ultimate triumph, and someday that prodigal son will come home.  Someday it will happen.  Then it’s the end of that, in a sense, message of blessing, because in  12:1, he turns around, and He’s going to talk about their sin again.]

(Hosea 11:12) “Ephraim surrounds Me with lies and the house of Israel with deceit; Judah is also unruly against God, even against the Holy One who is faithful.” [Here is a faithful God; here is a faithful Father; and here are unfaithful children.  Ephriam is gone.  Israel is gone.  Judah has gone.  They are both gone.] Hosea 12:1 says, “Ephraim feeds on wind, and pursues the east wind continually; He multiplies lies and violence.  Moreover, he makes a covenant with Assyria,” [He goes to the enemy for help.] “and oil is carried to Egypt. (2) The Lord also has a dispute (here is the word rib again.  The word “contend.”) with Judah, and will punish Jacob according to his ways; He will repay him according to his deeds.” [Have you got that?  According to his ways; according to his deeds.  God is just, and God is fair.  You sow to the flesh, of the flesh you will reap corruption.  You sow to the Spirit, of the Spirit you will reap eternal life.  Someday we’ll do a study, when we get to that  those prophesies on it, and we’ll look at “deeds.”  We’ll see that our deeds show what we are.  You will see this in Isaiah and in Jeremiah.  He lets them have their way.  He gives them the desire of their hearts, but He sends leanness to their souls.  That’s what happens when we go in our own way.] 

(2) “The Lord also has a dispute with Judah, and will punish Jacob according to his ways; He will repay him according to his deeds. (3) “In the womb (He is talking about the nation of Israel) he (Jacob) took his brother by the heel,” [That’s Genesis 25:26.   Remember, when he is coming out of the womb, he’s got a hold of the heel of his brother.”  His brother is the first born, but he’s got a hold of the heel.  What does “Jacob” mean?  It means “heel grabber”.  So he’s grabbed him by the heel.  “I’m not going to let you go.  I am going to have this spot.”  His brother, Esau, whom he grabbed by the heel, sells his birthright for a mess of pottage, but Jacob is this conniver.  He is this, so to speak, deceiver.] “and in his maturity he contended with God.” [This is Genesis 32:22-32.  What does he do in Genesis 32?  You have got to admire the guy; he’s got a lot of chutzpah.  In v. 22, it says he arises at night, and he’s crossing the ford.  His brother is coming, and he sends them across.] (24) “Then Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. (25) And when he saw that he (the angel) had not prevailed against him (Jacob), he touched the socket of his (Jacob’s) thigh; so the socket of Jacob’s thigh was dislocated while he wrestled with him. (26) Then the angel said, ‘Let me go, for the dawn is breaking.’  But he said, ‘I will not let you go unless you bless me.’”]  What is he calling him to do?  Go back to Hosea 12:4.  What is He calling him to do?  He’s saying, “Listen, listen to me.  Do you remember that you are a heel grabber?  Do you remember you are the one that won’t let go?  Do you remember that you are the one that wrestled with the angel, and you prevailed?”  (4) “He wept and sought His favor.  He found Him at Bethel,’” [That is Genesis 35:1-14.] “And there He spoke with us.”  

Look at Genesis 35:1.  (1) “Then God said to Jacob, ‘Arise, go up to Bethel, and live there;’”   [So he goes to Bethel, and then it says…] (9) “Then God appeared to Jacob again when he came from Paddan-aram, and He blessed him. (10) And God said to him, ‘Your name is Jacob; you shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel shall be your name.’  Thus He called him Israel. (11) God also said to him, ‘I am God Almighty; be fruitful and multiply; a nation and a company of nations shall come from you, and kings shall come forth from you. (12) And the land which I gave to Abraham and Isaac, I will give it to you,’” [Here is this wonderful promise!] “‘and I will give the land to your descendants after you.’” [What is He saying?  He’s reminding him, “Look at your heritage; look at your father Jacob.  Watch how he contended, watch how he grabbed the heel, watch how he wept, how he sought God’s favor.”] 

Hosea 12:5, “Even the Lord, the God of hosts; the Lord is His name. (6) Therefore, return to your God,”   [Do the same thing.  Remember your father?  Remember how he got in trouble, but remember when he got in trouble how he returned to Me?  Do the same thing.  Act like your father; come back to Me.] (6) “Return to your God, observe kindness” [checed.  It’s a love of loyalty.  That’s why many times they connect it with covenant.]  “observe kindness and justice, and wait for your God continually.” [Then He stops again, and He points out their sin.] (7) “A merchant, in whose hands are false balances,” [That word “false” is mirmah, and it’s used in 11:12 for “deceit.”  In other words, why are you so deceitful?  He loves to oppress.]  

Go to Jeremiah 6:13, and you see what their problem is.  They are greedy for gain, and this is what He is showing them.  They are materialistic.  They want more and more and more and more.  (13) “For from the least of them even to the greatest of them, everyone is greedy for gain,” [Isn’t that true today?] “and from the prophet even to the priest everyone deals falsely.” [Next to that you can write Jeremiah 8:10, because He says basically the same thing.]  Jeremiah 8:10 says, “Therefore I will give their wives to others, their fields to new owners; because from the least even to the greatest everyone is greedy for gain; from the prophet even to the priest everyone practices deceit.” [They are full of deceit, false balances.]  

Hosea 12:8, “And Ephraim said, ‘Surely I have become rich,’” [He is greedy for gain.] “‘I have found wealth for myself; in all my labors they will find in me no iniquity, which would be sin.’” [It’s almost as if, when we are so wealthy, and so prosperous that we can get away with sin, and not call it sin, because our wealth covers it.] (9) “But I have been the Lord your God since the land of Egypt; I will make you live in tents again, as in the days of the appointed festival. (10) I have also spoken to the prophets, and I gave numerous visions; and through the prophets I gave parables. (11) Is there iniquity in Gilead?  Surely they are worthless.  In Gilgal they sacrifice bulls,” [Gilgal is where they were circumcised before they went in, where they trusted God.  Now what are they doing?  They are sacrificing bulls.  We have heard Him refer to Gilgal.  Finally He tells us what the problem is in Gilgal.  In Gilgal, they have idols.] “In Gilgal they sacrifice bulls, yes, their altars are like the stone heaps beside the furrows of the field.” [There is iniquity at Gilgal now, and it is idolatry.] (12) “Now Jacob fled to the land of Aram, and Israel worked for a wife, and for a wife he kept sheep.” [He was just a shepherd.] (13) “But by a prophet the Lord brought Israel from Egypt,” [In other words, they were not rescued because of their wealth.  They were not rescued because of their own power.  It was by a prophet.  God spoke, and he brought Israel from Egypt.  What was the prophet’s name?  Moses.] “And by a prophet he was kept. (14) Ephraim has provoked to bitter anger; so his Lord will leave his bloodguilt on him, and bring back his reproach to him.”  
Hosea 13:1.  “When Ephraim spoke, there was trembling.  He exalted himself in Israel,” [He is talking, I believe, about Jeroboam the first king.  He was an Ephraimite, the first king of the Northern Kingdom.  In 1 Kings 11:34-38 you find God’s promises to Ephraim, and in 1 Kings 12:20 he becomes king.  But what does he do?] “But through Baal he did wrong and died. (2) And now they sin more and more,” [In other words, they’re just going farther and farther away from God.] “and make for themselves molten images, idols skillfully made from their silver, all of them the work of craftsmen.  They say of them, ‘Let the men who sacrifice kiss the calves (idols)!’” [This is a contrast with Psalm 2:12.  “Do homage to the Son,” [“Do homage to the Son,” literally, in the Hebrew, means “kiss the Son.”  King James has it right, according to the literal translation.]  Psalm 2:12.  “Do homage to the Son (kiss the Son), that He may not become angry, and you perish in the way.”  [You are to kiss the Son of God.  You are not to kiss the calves of Baal, and that’s what they were doing.]  
Hosea 13:3, “Therefore, they will be like the morning cloud, and like dew which soon disappears, like chaff which is blown away form the threshing floor, and like smoke from a chimney.” [What is He saying?  “They are going to be like all those things that just disappear.  They’re here for a moment, and they disappear.”]  (4) “Yet I have been the Lord your God since the land of Egypt; and you were not to know any god except Me, for there is no savior besides Me.” [My arms are stretched out; you’re not running to me. You’re running to these calves, and you’re kissing these calves, and you’re making these idols, when I’m you’re Father.  I’m your Father.  I am Alpha and Omega.  I’ve always been; I will always be.  There is no savior besides Me.  Why are you running to these others for help?  There is no savior besides Me.] (5) “I cared for you in the wilderness, in the land of drought. (6) As they had their pasture, they became satisfied,” [Here is the danger of plenty.  Remember, He warned them about it in Deuteronomy 8:10-14.  “Beware when you get into the land, and you start eating crops that you haven’t sown, and you live in houses you didn’t build, lest your heart be turned away.”]  

Hosea 13:6.  “As they had their pasture (pleasure), they became satisfied, and being satisfied, their heart became proud; therefore they forgot Me. (7) So I will be like a lion to them; like a leopard I will lie in wait by the wayside. (8) I will encounter them like a bear robbed of her cubs, and I will tear open their chests;” [In Hebrew, that is literally, “I will expose their hearts.”  When He attacks them, when He judges them, He is showing what their hearts are. He is showing that their hearts were against God.] “There I will also devour them like a lioness, as a wild beast would tear them. (9) [This is such an awesome verse.  Awesome, in the sense that you need to remember it.] “It is your destruction, O Israel, that you are against Me, against your help.” [The Father reaches down His arms; the child turns and runs away.] (9) “It is your destruction that you are against Me, against your help. (10) Where now is your king that he may save you in all your cities, and your judges of whom you requested, ‘Give me a king and princes’?” [He did that in 1 Samuel 8.  They said, “We want a king.”] (11) “I gave you a king in My anger, and took him away in My wrath.” [You see that at the end of 1 Samuel and at the beginning of 2 Samuel 1, the death of Saul.]  

Hosea 13:12, “The iniquity of Ephraim is bound up; his sin is stored up.” [In Romans 2:5, it says, “You are storing up wrath for yourself in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment”, the judgment of ungodly men.] (13) “The pains of childbirth come upon him; he is not a wise son, for it is not the time that he should delay at the opening of the womb.” [In other words, “Come on.  Come on; be born.”] (14) “Shall I ransom them from the power of Sheol?  Shall I redeem them from death?  O Death, where are your thorns?  O Sheol, where is your sting?  Compassion will be hidden from My sight.” [“I’m going to let you bear the consequences of your sin.  Of course, 1 Corinthians 15:55 comes back and looks at this, but in a different way.] (15) “Though he flourishes among the reeds, an east wind will come, the wind of the Lord coming up form the wilderness; and his fountain will become dry and his spring will be dried up; it will plunder his treasury of every precious article.  (16) Samaria will be held guilty, for she has rebelled against her God.” [We saw that Samaria is taken.] “They will fall by the sword, their little ones will be dashed in pieces, and their pregnant women will be ripped open.”  


So what is His plea?  This is what is going to happen.  It is going to happen.  Hosea 14:1 says, “Return, O Israel, to the Lord your God, for you have stumbled because of your iniquity.” [The child runs away.  The father has his arms outstretched.  The child falls and bruises himself; now he comes back to the father.  Is the father going to remind him how he got his wound, how he got his sore, so that he can teach him to return?  Listen, he’s going to say to that little boy, “You ask Daddy to forgive you.  You admit that you were wrong, and you ask Daddy to forgive you.”] (2) “Take words with you and return to the Lord.” [1 John 1:9 says, “If we confess our sins,” (homologeo), if we agree with God, if we say the same thing, and we call sin, sin,] “then He is just to forgive us of ours sins.”] (2) “Take words with you and return to the Lord.  Say to Him, ‘Take away all iniquity and receive us graciously, that we may present the fruit of our lips.’” [This is what they are to say.  They are to confess, “We ran from your arms.”) (3) “Assyria will not save us, we will not ride on horses; nor will we say again, ‘Our God,’ to the work of our hands; for in You the orphan finds mercy.” 

When you run away from God, you act like an orphan.  You act like you don’t have a Father.  But the orphan finds mercy in God. (4) “I will heal their apostasy, I will love them freely,” [Listen to how He brings this book to a close.] “I will heal their apostasy,” [“Apostasy” means they have turned away from Him.] “I will love them freely, for my anger has turned away from them. (5) I will be like the dew to Israel; He (Israel) will blossom like the lily, and he will take root like the cedars of Lebanon.” [Their roots go very, very deep.] (6) “His shoots will sprout, and his beauty will be like the olive tree and his fragrance like the cedars of Lebanon. (7) Those who live in his shadow will again raise grain, and they will blossom like the vine.  His renown will be like the wine of Lebanon.” [I can hardly wait to take you to Isaiah 55-56, and study those passages, and see how the dessert is going to blossom again, and how God is going to bring fruit to them again.] (8) “O Ephraim, what more have I to do with idols?  It is I who answer and look after you.  I am like a luxuriant cypress; from me comes your fruit.” [Remember, in 2:8, when He is talking about Israel?  She does not know it is I who gave her the grain (talking about Gomer), the new wine, and oil.]  

Then He closes with this.  (9) “Whoever is wise,” [It is an appeal, an invitation.] “Whoever is wise, let him understand these things; whoever is discerning, let him know them.” [“I am speaking to the masses.  Yes, I’m speaking to you, but among you there are wise people.  There are discerning people.  There are people that recognize that I am their Father, that I am their heavenly bridegroom.  Come to Me.  Let me carry you in My arms.  Whoever is wise, let him understand these things; whoever is discerning, let him know them.”] “For the ways of the Lord are right.”

He wants you to know three things, as He brings this book to a close.  #1.  The ways of the Lord are right.  Even when He judges, it is right.  #2.  The righteous will walk in them.  They are right, and if you are righteous you will walk in them.  If you are not walking in them, you are not righteous.  #3. Transgressors will stumble in them.  “My ways are right.  The righteous will walk in them, but transgressors will stumble in them.”

And the book comes to a close.  “O Ephraim, how can I give you up?  I love you.  You are My bride.  You are My son.  I want to love you.  I want to carry you.  I want to be everything that you need and desire.  But the only way you’re going to experience that is by coming to Me and letting Me carry you, because My ways are righteous.”  This is the message of Hosea.  “All day long I have stretched out My arms to a disobedient people.  Return to Me; return to Me, and feel that underneath are the everlasting arms.  Let Me carry you.”  

Let’s pray.  Father, thank You.  Thank You, thank You, thank You.  Father, thank You for letting us see Your words.  Thank You for letting us listen to them, for letting us study them.  Thank You for letting us see You, Your love, Your righteousness, Your justice.  Thank You for letting us see that underneath are the everlasting arms.  Thank You for calling us “Beloved”, when there was nothing lovely about us.  Thank You for a love that will not let us go.  O Father, we hide ourselves in that love.  And, Father, I pray that if we have turned away in any way, that we will see the importance of returning to you with words, as Hosea says, with words that confess; with words that say, “I have sinned, and this is what I have done.  I was wrong, and You are right, and I am returning to You.”  Father, thank You that, as You gave this message through Hosea, that there was that constant appeal to those that would listen, to those that would be righteous, to those, Father, that would walk in Your ways, knowing that they are right.  O Father, if we start to transgress, remind us that we will stumble, and that we don’t want to go there, but we want to let You carry us all the way.  We thank You.  I thank You for these precious people, and I pray that you will bless them abundantly.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.  
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