UNDERSTANDING THE ANGER OF GOD – LESSON 3
“But As For Me”
Kay Arthur, Teacher

 “But as for me.”  These were the words, this little phrase that captured my heart and stirred my heart, as I sat and read these two chapters from Micah.  I think, personally, that they are magnificent chapters.  I think that they are magnificent chapters because of the truths, the precepts for life, that we find in them.  But as I sat there, and as I prayed about what to teach you, and how to put this lesson together, it just hit me.  “But as for me.”  I thought about two characters that I want to share with you, two people from history that, in a sense, said, “But As for me.”  They were characters, people that lived in dark days, during times when things were not right in this United States of America.

One of them was Abraham Lincoln.  In 1860, he told Mary, “Mary, we have won the election.”  He had to wait, of course, because there was that period of transfer.  As he waited to take office, he found out that South Carolina had seceded from the union, that they had seceded from the United States of America.  In seceding, they had nominated another man as president of that country.  Six other states would quickly follow.  Two days before Lincoln left for Washington, D.C. to take the Presidency of the United States, Jefferson Davis was elected the president of a newly formed nation.  Can you imagine what that must have been like to walk into a situation like that?  

For three months before this, Lincoln had sat around idly waiting while the Buchanan administration, torn by disloyalty, did nothing to arrest the dissolving of the union.  Amid sources of threats on Lincoln’s life, he had countless sleepless, distressing nights.  He lost forty pounds.   He had a conviction that once he went to Washington, he would never return alive.  “But as for me”.  He bid a tearful farewell to those people that were in Springfield as he left.  Only on two occasions, as he was speaking, did his voice break, and one time it was into tears.  He said, “I now leave, not knowing whether I may return, with the task before me greater than what rested upon Washington.  Without the assistance of the divine Being I cannot succeed.  With that assistance, however, I can not fail.”  So he went, trembling.  

John Hay, who later became his personal secretary, said, “I believe that the hand of God placed him where he is.  There is no man in the country so wise, so gentle, and yet so firm.”  Lincoln was indeed firm, because this is what he said:  (He had heard a message a long time ago from a preacher, a message that was on the coming of the reign of Jesus Christ.  And that preacher said, “Until slavery is abolished, Jesus can never come.”  As Lincoln sat and listened to that message, he vowed in his heart that he would never condone slavery, that he would never stand for the enslavement of men as he had seen.)  This is what he said, “You may burn my body to ashes, you may scatter them to the winds of heaven, you may drag my soul down to the regions of darkness and despair, but you will not get me to support a measure which I believe is wrong.”   “But as for me.”  
It’s interesting, because Lincoln struggled with the grace of God.  Lincoln constantly lived under the Law.  He was a man that lived in anguish, in a sense, and there was a heaviness about him.  Although he knew about God, although he feared God, although he respected God, as we see, he was not yet a Christian.  And it took the death of Willy to turn him around, because when he went to the White House, his son Willy became very ill, and Willy died.  Lincoln said this, “When I left Springfield, I asked the people to pray for me, but I was not a Christian.  When I buried my son, the severest trial of my life, I was not a Christian.  But when I went to Gettysburg and saw the graves of thousands of our soldiers, I then and there consecrated myself to Christ.”  With deep emotion, he told his friends that at last he had found the peace for which he longed.


Where are the men/the women that will stand in the midst of these dark times (and they were dark days in the days of Micah)?  As you read that whole book, you see his anguish.  You see his pain, as he watches what is happening to Samaria, and what is going on in the Assyrian conflict, and that.  And you see the anguish.  You know that when you get down to Chapter 7, as he paints this picture, and as he shows what is wrong, he says, “But as for me.”  I believe, personally, that that is Micah the prophet speaking, “But as for me.”  

When I think of Lincoln, I think of Lincoln’s body being put in the rotunda of the capitol.  It is a beautiful place.  It has paintings all around, and I have been through that rotunda with David Barton as he has told the stories of the forefathers of our nation and their faith in Jesus Christ, and their adherence to the world of God and to moral uprightness and integrity.  But Lincoln lay in state there in that rotunda after he was assassinated. 
 
In the year 2005, a black woman laid in state in the rotunda, the first woman to lie in state there.  Her name was Rosa Parks.  Her full name was Rosa Louise McCauley Parks.  She was 92.  She was buried in Woodland Cemetery in Detroit, Michigan.  But why this honor?  Why was this woman put in that rotunda, and given this honor that only twenty-nine other people had ever been honored this way?  Why?  Because she was a woman that said, “But as for me.”  

I want to take you back to the days of the Jim Crow laws.  Jim Crow laws had been in effect for fifty-eight years.  Then the segregation law was lifted, but she was God’s instrument in turning that around.  How did it happen, and what was Jim Crow?  The Jim Crow laws were so named because there was a black minstrel character by the name of Jim Crow.  You remember the black face, and you remember how they put on the black face, and had the wide lips, and they sang these minstrel songs.  This was the entertainment in those days, because there was no television at all.  So people would go to the theatres, or they would go to the burlesques, and they would watch these minstrels.  So there was a law, and it was passed.  It was a very clever law, and it said that the blacks are equal, but separate accommodations.  Blacks are equal, but separate accommodations.  That means they had their own park benches.  That means that at work they had their own work benches.  No white would ever work at a black’s work bench.  That meant these people had their own drinking fountains.  That meant that these people had their own places on the buses where they would sit, and it was always to the rear of the bus, or the rear of the train, or a separate car on the trains for the blacks.  It meant that they had their own cemeteries.  Even in court there was a Bible for the blacks.  This was the Jim Crow.  God forbid that the blacks should put their hands on a Bible where a white man had put his hands.  So you know the awfulness of it all.  And if you could sense what that was like, just reverse it, and talk about segregation against whites, or segregation against Christians in this separation.  

Well, on December 1, 1955, Rosa Parks was 43 years old.  Rosa Parks was a seamstress.  She was a gentle woman.  She was a highly intelligent woman, and she got on the bus, and a white man said, “Get up and give me your seat.”  She looked at him, and she said, “No.”  The police came, and they arrested her.  As they arrested her she says, “Why do you have to be so mean to us?  Why do you push us around?”  And she challenged them, and because she was arrested (and it was a fluke of the law that she was arrested) it then became a historical, tactical error.  They went to Rosa Parks, and they said to her, “Will you help us, so that we can overturn what is happening to you?”  There were fifty thousand blacks in Montgomery, Alabama; and those fifty thousand were reduced to menial tasks simply because of the color of their skin.  This is what she said, “But as for me, if it will mean something to Montgomery, then I will do it.”  So this is why Rosa Parks was put in this place of honor at her death at the age of 92.  “But as for me.” 


We all live in a culture, at times, that is in rebellion against God.  And the question is, “How will you live?”  Will you say, “But as for me”?  Now listen, if you have your eyes open, if you are listening, if you are aware of what is going on in your country, in the United States of America, or wherever you live, or wherever you are listening to this, if you are aware of what is going on, you have to know that things are pretty desperate, that days are very, very dark, that the morals and mores of a culture are really in direct rebellion to God.  It is all over the world.  You look at Europe, you look at France, you look at Sweden, you look at Holland, and you look at people where immorality is the accepted thing, and homosexuality is the accepted thing, and where there is corruption, and there is graft, and people seem to get away with it.  You look at it in cities, you look at the mafia, you look at the powers that be, and the injustices in our court system.  What are you going to say?  You need to say, “But as for me.”  

What can you do?  When times are dark, and when times are bad, we are ripe for the judgment of God.  We’re ripe for the judgment of God, because there is a God in heaven, and He is a holy, holy God.  And He has an indictment against the land, if the land is walking in rebellion to Him.  It does not matter whether they are Muslims, or Hindus or Buddhists.  They have rejected the knowledge of God, and they have not feared God and honored Him as God, and because He is God alone, and because He is the Lord, as Isaiah 45 says, and there is no other, you and I can know this, that a holy God cannot sit on His sovereign throne and let men get away with their sin, and especially if it is the nation of Israel, and especially if it is the church of Jesus Christ, because judgment begins at the house of God.


As we open up Micah, there is a verse from the Psalms that I want you to remember, and that you may want to write down.  It is Psalm 30:5.  “For His anger is but for a moment, His favor is for a lifetime;” [So remember this, this is God.  It is not God’s nature to be angry, because God is a God of love.  But because God is holy, because God is just, God has to act in anger, but His anger is but for a moment.  His favor is for a lifetime.  I want to take Micah, Chapters 6 and 7, and I want to give you precepts of life that will help you make it through times that are similar to what we have read about, times that are similar to our times, and so that you can say then, “But as for me”


Seven Precepts of life that God brings out in Micah 6 and 7.  


#1.  Stop, when the times are dark, when you are in this distressful situation, as you have read about, and as you have studied in these past two weeks on Micah, and now in this third week of Micah in our study.  When times are similar to these times you need to: (#1)  Stop and consider what God has done for you.  This is Micah’s third message.  In Micah 6:3-5, we see him calling us to stop and consider.  I would like to read vv. 1-2 first.  (1) “Hear now what the LORD is saying,” [Listen, listen.  It is one thing to sit and hear the word of God, and it goes in one ear and out the other.  He says, “I want you to hear.”] “Arise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills hear your voice. (2) Listen, you mountains, to the indictment of the LORD,” [Why?  The earth, the land, the sea—this is what God created.  And when God created it, He created it for Him, and He created it for man, man made in His image.  So the mountains look at us, because the mountains suffer when we sin.] “and you enduring foundations of the earth, because the LORD has a case against His people;” [Now this is a phrase that you see in Hosea, and you see it in other prophets, “The Lord has a case against His people; the Lord has an indictment against His people; the Lord has a valid disagreement against His people; the Lord has an argument against His people.”  And He is coming to them, and He’s saying, “Listen, listen to Me.  I have an indictment against you, and I want you not to miss it.] “Because the LORD has a case against His people; even with Israel He will dispute.” 



Now, who is Israel?  Israel is a kingdom of priests.  Israel is a holy nation.  Israel is a nation that was created by God for God, that is the keeper of the laws and the commandments, that is the one who received the covenants of promise.  Israel is the nation from whom Messiah will come, the Sovereign ruler who will sit on the throne of David, before whom all nations will give obedience and bow.  So this is Israel, and this is what He says in v. 3, and what I want you to see.  #1-You are to stop and consider what God has done for you.  You take your pattern from this.  (Micah 6:3) “My people, what have I done to you, and how have I wearied you?  Answer Me.” [We’re in a case; we’re in an indictment.  I brought you forward, and we are sitting here.  Now, tell Me, what have I done for you?  What have I done against you?  What have I done?  Answer Me; tell Me, where am I wrong?  Where is My fault?  Is there any fault with God?  No!  And if you think that there is a fault with God, it’s because you don’t know the word, or you don’t know you.  You either don’t know the word, or you don’t know you.  Anytime somebody tells me, “I am angry with God”, I think, “It’s because you don’t know Him.  It’s because you have never had, or you have forgotten, this intimacy that you have with God., because He is just, and He is fair, and He is righteous, and He is a God of lovingkindness, and a God of patience.]


Micah 6:4.  “Indeed, I brought you up from the land of Egypt and ransomed you from the house of slavery, and I sent before you Moses, Aaron and Miriam. (5) My people, remember now” [“Don’t you know what I did?  Don’t you know that I sent Moses before you?  I sent him out as a leader.  I sent Aaron out as your priest.  I sent Miriam (you even had representatives with women.). I have sent them out before you.”] (5) “My people, remember now what Balak king of Moab counseled and what Balaam son of Beor answered him,” [He wanted to destroy the children of Israel.  He wanted Balaam, the son of Beor, to go out and to curse them.  And he hired him, and offered him all these things.  And Balaam goes out to curse the people of God, and the minute he curses, blessings comes out of his mouth.  Why?  Because God won’t let him curse His people.  Don’t fear the curses of man, beloved, fear God; because the curses of man cannot touch you if you belong to God.] “And from Shittim to Gilgal, so that you might know the righteous acts of the LORD.” 

I want to ask you a question: if you’re in this darkness, and if you’re in distress, and if you’re seeing all the sin of about you, and you’re toying with it, and you’re heavy because of it, what do you need to do?  You need to stop and consider, what God has done for you?  When I look at my past, when I look at a religion without a relationship, when I look at my immorality, when I look at all my failures, and to think that God would use me.  To think that God would use me, that’s staggering!  Stop and consider what God has done.  If you’ll stop and consider what He has done, if you’ll consider who He is, if you will consider what He did in order to save you and to bring you to Himself, and what He did in order to get you so great a salvation, in the death and burial and resurrection of His Son, and what Jesus suffered, and how He came to His own and His own received Him not.  (Isaiah 53:3) How He was despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief.


#2.  Remember what God has told you is good.  Remember what God has told you is good, and live accordingly.  Not what you think is good, but what God says is good.  Micah 6:6-8—let me read it to you.  “With what shall I come to the LORD and bow myself before the God on high?” [What kind of an offering am I going to bring Him?  How am I going to approach Him?] “Shall I come to Him with burnt offerings, with yearling calves? (7) Does the LORD take delight in thousand of rams, in ten thousand rivers of oil?” [Should I pour out oil for Him?] “Shall I present my firstborn for my rebellious acts, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” [Can I come, and say to God, “Okay, God, (because we know that the firstborn belonged to the LORD, and we know that there was a sacrifice for the firstborn)—Can I come and bring my firstborn and say, “Here, God, is my firstborn for the sin of my soul?”  Can I come and do that?  Then this is what He says.] (8) “He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you but to do justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with you God?” [Listen, if you will do justice, if you will love kindness to other people, and if you will walk humbly (“humbly” means submissively; “humbly” means, “God, here I am, and I will not rebel against You, and whatever You want to do, I am putty in Your hands.   If I will walk that way, I don’t have to worry about bringing sacrifices.]

So often we think, “Okay, sin, and confess, and you’re fine.  I’ll just sin.  I’ll just confess, and then it will be fine.  This was a doctrine that was taught in the early church days.  You study history, and there was a priest in the house of the Medici’s (the Medicis were ruling over the church at that period of history, and you see some of this as you go on our tour to Rome).  It is incredible, the wealth that they had, and all that they had accumulated, and the splendor that they lived in at the expense of the people.  You see how they manipulated the people during, not that time, but during the time, so that they could build St. Peter’s Cathedral.  How they came up with the doctrine of purgatory, and how they did these little plays, and they did these to scare the people to death, so that they could get their coins, because when the coin and the coffer rings, a soul from purgatory springs.  This is what they taught them, so you see the way they live.  But in this time of lasciviousness, of licentiousness, you have a priest that is saying that when we sin, “where sin did abound grace did much more abound,” so climb in bed with me, baby.  And he was sleeping with the women, because they could confess.  They could sin, and they could confess.


But when you look at the scriptures, what do you see?  Who do we need to remember?  We need to remember the first king of Israel.  Go to 1 Samuel 10:8.  (We need to remember the first king of Israel.  And beloved, this is the benefit of studying the word of God the way that you are studying it.  This is the benefit of moving through the text, of taking the Kings and the Chronicles and plugging into them the prophets, so that you hear and you know what is going on, so that you get a full picture.  Because so many times what happens is, we open the Bible, and we try to go from where we are without a foundation of truth underneath us.  And we  need that foundation of truth, and that’s why it was my television program, “Precepts for Life” and my radio program daily every day, five days a week, teaching the Bible, book by book, chapter by chapter, verse by verse, so that we would be rooted and grounded and established in truth, and teaching people how to discover truth for themselves.  It’s so critical.)  If you study, then when you get to Micah, if you have been through the Old Testament up to this point, you have all this background to fall back on.  You understand, and you begin to see what is happening.  So in 1 Samuel 10, when Saul is anointed as king, and He gives Samuel some instructions, He tells him what is going to happen, how he is going to prophesy, and things like that.  

1 Samuel 10:8.  “And you shall go down before me to Gilgal; and behold, I will come down to you to offer burnt offerings and sacrifice peace offerings.” [You say, “I thought God didn’t want those.”  No, it’s not that God doesn’t want them, but God doesn’t want you having to go to bring your sin offerings and things like this, because you have sinned and disobeyed God.  They are going down to make this burnt offering, a voluntary offering, a sacrifice of peace offerings.] “You shall wait seven days until I come to you and show you what you should do.” [I’m going to meet you in Gilgal.  I’ll meet you there in seven days, and then I will show you what to do as we offer these sacrifices.]   

In 1 Samuel 13:8, you find Saul getting there to Gilgal.  Now things are desperate.  Now listen to me very carefully—things are desperate during this time.  And things are desperate because the Philistines are their enemies, and the Philistines are scaring the Jews to death.  They are waiting there, and the Philistines are amassing, so the people start to scatter.  This is Saul’s army to fight against them.  (8) “Now he waited seven days, according to the appointed time set by Samuel, but Samuel did not come to Gilgal; and the people were scattering from him. (9) So Saul said, ‘Bring to me the burnt offering and the peace offerings.’  And he offered the burnt offering. (10) As soon as he finished offering the burnt offering, (it’s the seventh day) behold, Samuel came; and Saul went out to meet him and to greet him.” [Samuel got there on the seventh day, but He got there later than Saul wanted him to get there.] (11) “But Samuel said, ‘What have you done?’  And Saul said, ‘Because I saw that the people were scattering from me, and that you did not come within the appointed days, and that the Philistines were assembling at Michmash, (12) therefore I said, ‘Now the Philistines will come down against me at Gilgal, and I have not asked the favor of the LORD.’  So I forced myself and offered the burnt offering.” [I couldn’t wait.  It wasn’t convenient.]  

What does the Lord require of you?  One of the things is to walk humbly before the Lord.  “Humbly” means it’s not my way, but it is His way.  “But God, what do You want do to do with me?”  And Saul could not wait. (13) “Samuel said to Saul, ‘You have acted foolishly; you have not kept the commandment of the LORD your God, which He commanded you, for now the LORD would have established your kingdom over Israel forever. (14) But now your kingdom shall not endure.  The LORD has sought out for Himself a man after His own heart.” [What is God looking for?  If you remember to do what God has told you which is good, and to live accordingly, it is a man that is putty in God’s hands.  It’s not a man that has to run and offer sacrifices.  And that is what you see in 1 Samuel 15:22, when he is supposed to put Agag and the Amalekites and all those animals to death, and he does not destroy them.  Samuel comes to him, and says to him] (22) “Samuel said, ‘Has the LORD as much delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as in obeying the voice of the LORD?’” [See, in these dark days, beloved, in these times where you see such sin abounding in such darkness, and such rebellion against God, what do you have to do?  You have to remember that God has told you what is good, and you have to live accordingly.] “Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed than the fat of rams. (23) For rebellion is as the sin of divination, and insubordination is as iniquity and idolatry.” [They are coming, and they are bringing offerings for their sin.  They are offering their first born; they’re offering this, and He says, “Listen, I want you to live righteously.  That’s what I want.”]


What does David say after he sins, in Psalm 51:16?  David has it straight.  David is the man who is the man after God’s own heart.  And in Psalm 51, David understands, (and it’s a parallel to what we have just read in Micah).  David says this: (16) “For You do not delight in sacrifice,” [This is after he has sinned with Bathsheba, and after he has put Uriah to death, and he has said, in v. 14, “Deliver me from bloodguiltness, O God, the God of my salvation;” (16) “For You do not delight in sacrifice otherwise I would give it;” [I would give you whatever You want.] “You are not pleased with burnt offering. (17) The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and a contrite heart, O God, You will not despise.”  


#3.  You need to walk in sound wisdom, and you need to fear God.  You need to walk in sound wisdom.  This is what he is telling them to do.  This is what he tells us to do because (Romans 15:4) the things that were written before hand were written for our instruction upon whom the end of the ages has come.  We look at what they did, we look at what God said, we look at the way God acted, and then we take it, and we apply it to our century, to our times, to our day, to our life.  Micah 6:9 says, “The voice of the LORD will call to the city—and it is sound wisdom to fear Your name:” [So you need to walk in sound wisdom, and you need to fear God.] “Hear, O tribe.  Who has appointed its time? (10) Is there yet a man in the wicked house, along with treasures of wickedness and a short measure that is cursed?” [A short ephah—an ephah was a measurement.  You decreased the measurement, and the man that paid the money doesn’t know it, but God knows it.  God knows every time that you cheat, God knows every time you steal, and God says, “You can’t get away with that.”] (11) “Can I justify wicked scales and a bag of deceptive weights? (12) For the rich men of the city are full of violence,” [Isn’t that true?  Isn’t it true that when you come into riches and you come into power, that you think that you can do whatever you want, and you are violent toward those that are under you?] “Her residents speak lies, and their tongue is deceitful in their mouth. (13) So also I will make you sick,” [This is the way you are.  Watch My judgment.  I will make you sick.) “striking you down, desolating you because of your sins.” [Remember, His anger is there, and it is for a moment. (14) “You will eat, but you will not be satisfied, and your vileness will be        in your midst.” [And that vileness can be your garbage ; it will be in your midst.  Your excrement will be in your midst.  The honey pots, the pots were you go in the middle of the night, they’ll be in your midst.] “Your will try to remove for safekeeping but you will not preserve anything,” [You’re going to try and protect it.] “and what you do preserve I will give to the sword.”


(15) “You will sow but you will not reap.  You will tread the olive but will not anoint yourself with oil;” [You’re going to tread those olives, you’re going to get the oil out of the olives, but it’s not going to benefit you.] “and the grapes, but you will not drink wine. (16) The statutes of Omri and all the works of the house of Ahab are observed;” [Now here is Omri, and Ahab following him, this wicked, wicked king of the Northern Kingdom] “and in their devices you walk.” [You’re looking at this, and you are walking the same way.  You have taken on the character of sin, of evil.] “Therefore, I will give you up for destruction and your inhabitants for derision, and you will bear the reproach of My people.”  

What do I want to tell you about walking in sound wisdom and fearing God under this?  I want to remind you: don’t just live, think.  So many times we just live so that life carries us along, and circumstances carry us along, instead of us stopping and thinking, “Now where do I want to go?  God what do you want me to do?  God what is it going to take to get me there?”  And you stop, and you think, and you have the knowledge of God, and you take the knowledge of God, and then you apply it, and that is wisdom.  And the fear of the LORD, (Psalm 111:10) is the beginning of wisdom.  So you don’t just live, you think, and you live purposefully.  You live in the fear of the LORD.  

I wish I had known what I know now, because I certainly would have raised my children differently.  I would have lived more purposefully.  This is why we’re doing these “Uniquely Women Conferences,” or boot camps.  They are really training.  I don’t really like to use the word “boot camps,” but it is training women so that now they can stop and think, and not let the culture design the way that they live, but to live within the midst of this culture that is in contrary to God, but living according to the precepts of God, living the way God ordained for a woman to live and a man to live, and for them to raise their families.  

Look at Proverbs 9.  Of course, Proverbs is the book of wisdom.  In Proverbs 9, this is what He says, and He says it many, many times in Scriptures and in different places.  (10) “The fear of the LORD (the respect of God, the trust of God, the reverence of God) is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is understanding. (11) For by me your days will be multiplied, and years of life will be added to you.” [You fear God, you have wisdom, and you live accordingly.]  

In Psalm 34, there are lots that we could read in this psalm.  It’s an incredible, incredible psalm.  (11) “Come, you children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of the LORD.” [What you are seeing in Micah is that these people are not walking in wisdom.  They are walking in iniquity, and to walk in iniquity is stupidity, and it is death.  That’s what He’s saying here.] (12) “Who is the man who desires life, and loves length of days that he may see good? (13) Keep your tongue from evil, and your lips from speaking deceit. (14) Depart from evil and do good; seek peace and pursue it.” [Is that what He is talking about they are doing in Micah 6: 9-16?  No, that is not what they are doing.  So that’s why He says, “It is sound wisdom to fear My name.  Know who God is, and respect and trust that.  That is sound wisdom.”]

#4.  Don’t succumb to the darkness and the despair of the times.  Wait for God, and say, “But as for me.”  Don’t succumb.  So many of us look at the distress, we look at the darkness, we look at the immorality, we look at the  rebellion, we look at the sin, we look at the iniquity, we look at the witchcraft.  We look at it all, instead of looking at God.  We say, “There’s no hope; there is no help.”  Watch what He says, in Micah 7:1-9.  “Woe is me!  For I am like the fruit pickers and the grape gatherers.  There is not a cluster of grapes to eat,” [I am gathering them, and there is not a cluster to eat.] “or a first-ripe fig which I crave. (2) The godly person has perished from the land,” [He’s looking around, and He says, “There is no one that is godly.] “and there is no upright person among men.” [I look for an upright or righteous person; there’s none.] “All of them lie in wait for bloodshed; each of them hunts the other with a net.” [I mean, you just turn on the evening news, and you listen to it and to the national news, and it’s awful.  And it is going to get worse, because Timothy tells us it’s going to get worse.] (3) “Concerning evil, both hands do it well.” [It seems like immorality and adultery abound on every hand.  But you look at it, iniquity; it is a matter of fact that you are going to be sleeping with someone that you are not married to.  It is just part of the society.  But listen, it is not part of the kingdom of God, and don’t be deceived, adulterers and fornicators and homosexuals, etc. have no inheritance in the kingdom of God.  He says, “Such were some of you, but you were washed.] “The prince asks, also the judge, for a bride,” [The ruler of the city, the mayor, or whoever is ruling, and the judge are both are asking for bribes.] “And a great man speaks the desire of his soul;” [He wants what he wants.] “so they weave it together. (4) The best of them is like a briar, the most upright like a thorn hedge.  The day when you post your watchmen, your punishment will come.  Then their confusion will occur.” 

(5) “Do not trust in a neighbor; do not have confidence in a friend.  From her who lies in your bosom (the very wife that you are sleeping with) guard your lips.” [You can’t trust anybody.  That’s what He’s saying.] (6) “For son treats father contemptuously, daughter rises up against her mother, daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; a man’s enemies are the men of his own household.” [Isn’t that what Jesus said would happen?  And that’s why we come, and we deny ourselves, and we take up our cross, and we follow Him.  Now, we want to teach you how to have a wonderful family.  We want to teach you how to have children that love the LORD, but listen; every child is not going to love the LORD.  And every son is not going to love their parent.  And every daughter-in-law is not going to love the mother-in-law.  And Jesus says, “Listen, the enemies will be the enemies of your own household.”  

Jesus said in the gospels, in Matthew 10:34, “I didn’t come to bring peace; I came to bring a sword.”  [Why?  There is a division.  When there is this division between righteousness and unrighteousness (and you can have it in your own family, and you can have been a good mother, and you could have been a good father), but each of us has to make a choice.  And, as you studied Kings and prophets, you see good fathers, and you see bad sons.  You see good sons and bad fathers.  You do what you can, but every one of us has to make a decision.]  (35) “For I came to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; (35) and a man’s enemies will be the members of his household.” [“But as for me.”  Have you got it?  Lincoln said, “As for me, I go thinking I will never return from Washington,” and he didn’t.  “But if you drag me down to the very depths, I will not do what is wrong.”  As for me.  Rosa Parks, “Yes, if this will help.  As for me, I will go through this.”  This is what you need to say, “As for me, as I see all of this, I don’t look at this, I will watch expectantly for the LORD.”  When you look at the early church, when you go through the gospels, when you look at Paul, who were they waiting for?  They were looking for the LORD.  In Acts, it says that they are watching for the return of the LORD to deliver them.


Micah 7:7 says, “But as for me, I will watch expectantly for the LORD; I will wait for the God of my salvation.  My God will hear me.” [He could say that because he never sinned?  No.] (8) “Do not rejoice over me, O my enemy.  Though I fall I will rise; though I dwell in darkness, the LORD is a light for me. (9) I will bear the indignation of the LORD because I have sinned against Him,” [It’s like Daniel, when he confesses his sins in Chapter 9, and he knows that the seventy years are up, and Daniel is confessing his sins, and he is confessing his sins with the sins of the people.  We are none without sin.  But you see, he understood.  Micah  understood.  “I shall rightly bear any indignation of the LORD because He is a Holy God, because I have sinned against Him, but I also know my God.] “Until He pleads my case and executes justice for me.” [What did He do?  Watch, He pled your case.  Luke 23:34 says, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.”  He pleads our case.  He executes justice for me.] “He will bring me out to the light, and I will see His righteous- ness.” [What did Job 19:25 say?  “I know that my Redeemer lives, and in the last day I will see Him in my flesh. I know I am going to be resurrected.”  This is one of the things that you need to do.  You need to not succumb to the darkness and despair of the times.  You wait for God, and you say, “But as for me.”  


#5.  You remember the enemies of God will not succeed.  They will be trampled down; they will bite the dust.  This is Micah 7:10-16.  (10) “Then my enemy will see, and shame will cover her who said to me, ‘Where is the LORD your God?’  My eyes will look on her; at that time she will be trampled down, like mire of the streets.” [It seems like he could be speaking of Jerusalem.] (11) “It will be a day for building your walls.  On that day will your boundary be extended. (12) It will be a day when they will come to you” [I believe this is Jerusalem] “from Assyria and the cities of Egypt, from Egypt even to the Euphrates, even from sea to sea and mountain to mountain. (13) And the earth will come desolate because of her inhabitants, on account of the fruit of their deeds.” [What’s God going to do?  He’s going to judge.  The enemies will lick the dust.  They will be trampled down.] (14) “Shepherd Your people with Your scepter, the flock of Your possession which dwells by itself in the woodland, in the midst of a fruitful field.  Let them feed in Bashan and Gilead as in the days of old.  (15) As in the days when you came out from the land of Egypt, I will show you miracles.  Nations will see and be ashamed of all their might.” [Jerusalem is going to be exalted.  People are going to come from all over the world.  We know from Zechariah, from the last chapter, the last verses, that if they don’t come up to Jerusalem God is not going to send rain on them, if they don’t come up to celebrate the feast of Tabernacles.  They’re going to come from all over, and the flock of God’s possession.  “Your people…”  Who is He talking about?  He’s talking about the remnant here.  

(14) “The flock of Your possession which will dwells by itself in the woodland, in the midst of a fruitful field.  Let them feed in Bashan and Gilead as in the days of old.” [When you go by it with us, and you look at Gilead, and you look at the beauty of it all.] (15) “As in the days when you came out from the land of Egypt, I will show you miracles.” [That’s to Israel; but now watch to the nations.] (16) “Nations will see and be ashamed of all their might.  They will put their hand to their mouth, their ears will be deaf. (17) They will lick the dust like a serpent, like reptiles of the earth.  They will come trembling out of their fortresses; To the LORD our God they will come in dread, and they will be afraid before You.” [So what do you do?  You remember that God is going to exalt Jerusalem, but the enemies of God will not succeed.]  

As you look at Joel 3:12, you see the same thing.  (12) “Let the nations be aroused and come up to the valley of Jehoshaphat, for there I will sit to judge all the surrounding nations.” [Then he talks about what He is going to do to the nations.]  Look at 2 Thessalonians 1:6.  “For after all it is only just for God to repay with affliction those who afflict you, (7) and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire, (8) dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. (9) These will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power, (10) when He comes to be glorified.”  You would also want to read Matthew 25, and see what happens when He comes and He gathers the nations.  But we won’t go there, because I have to give you the sixth and final point.  


#6.  Keep the knowledge of God before you.  This is Micah 7:18-20.  Order your life in the light of this truth about God.  What does he tell us about God in these last versus?  Let me read them to you, and then I’ll show you.  (18) “Who is a God like You, who pardons iniquity and passes over the rebellious act of the remnant” [I want you to remember, the remnant are the faithful.  They’re not perfect, but they are faithful.  They are the ones that believe God; those are the ones that follow Him.  As we told you in the study, you want to watch this remnant.] “He passes over the rebellious acts of the remnant of His possession?  He does not retain His anger forever, because He delights in unchanging love. (19) He will again have compassion on us (the remnant); He will tread our iniquities under foot.  Yes, You will cast all their sins into the depths of the sea. (20) You will give truth to Jacob and unchanging love to Abraham, which You swore to our forefathers from the days of old.”  [And the third message is finished.]


But how does the third message finish?  The third message finishes by putting you on a focus of who God is.  He tells us six things about God.  #1.  He tells us that God pardons and passes over the rebellious acts of the remnant.  Listen carefully; there is forgiveness with God.  If you think that there’s not, if you think you’ve gone too far, I’ll tell you how you know if you have gone too far.  You’re dead.  If you are still alive, you haven’t gone too far.  And I’m not saying that if you’re dead, then you’re dead in hell.  I’m just saying He took you home; He couldn’t use you, or you had completed the work.  But if you are alive, know this—there is forgiveness with God.  Now listen to me very carefully—not license.  Grace is not license to sin.  Grace is the power to keep you from sin.  So He pardons and passes over the rebellious act of the remnant.  There is forgiveness with God.  Not license, but forgiveness.  That’s not for all; it’s for the remnant, for the ones that believe.


#2.  God does not retain His anger forever.  So don’t accuse Him of this.  You say, “Well, I can’t do this, because God is angry with me.”  Listen, if you do what is good, if you walk as He says (in Micah 6:8), if you do justice, if you love kindness, if you walk humbly before your God, don’t tell me that you’re not forgiven.  Don’t tell me that God has retained His anger with you.  Don’t tell me that.  You’re going against the character of God.  If you want to live in a way that is pleasing to God, you keep this truth of God before you, and you order your thoughts, and you order your emotions accordingly.  


#3.  God delights in unchanging love.  What is He going to say when we study Jeremiah 31:3?  He’s going to say to Israel, “I have loved you with and everlasting love, and with lovingkindness I have drawn you to Myself.”  Jeremiah 29:11 says, “I know the plans (thoughts) that I have for you, not thoughts of evil but thoughts of good to give you a future, to give you a hope.”  Why?  He’s a God of unchanging love.  So when you look at this, and you want to imitate this, you look at 1 Corinthians 13.  (4-8) “Love is patient, love is kind, and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant, does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered, does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth; bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.  Love never fails.”  If God had Paul write that, would God fall short of that?  No.  


#4.  God is a God of compassion.  And we have seen that; He is a God of compassion.  He will again have compassion on us.  


#5.  God gets rid of sin.  Micah 7:19 says, “He will tread our iniquities under foot.  Yes, You will cast all their sins into the depths of the sea.” [That’s where He puts our sins.  So He gets rid of sin.  I want to tell you this, don’t hold on to what God has taken care of.  It is a slap in the face of God.  If God has forgiven you, then you are forgiven, and that is it.


#6.  God is not through with Israel.  That is the next thing that you need to remember if you are going to remember the knowledge of God.  God is not through with Israel.  Micah 7:20, “You will give truth to Jacob and unchanging love to Abraham,” [He is talking to the Jews.  He is not talking to the Gentiles.] “which You swore to our forefathers from the days of old.”  


I close with Romans 11:26-29.  “and so all Israel will be saved;” [that goes through the fire, the remnant] “just as it is written, ‘The Deliver will come from Zion, He will remove ungodliness from Jacob.’ (27) This is My covenant with them, when I take away their sins. (28) From the standpoint of the gospel they are enemies for your sake (you Gentiles), but from the standpoint of God’s choice they are beloved for the sake of the fathers; (29) for the gifts and the calling of God are  irrevocable.”

So remember, God is not through with Israel, and that ought to be a comfort to you, because it shows that He is a covenant keeping God, and He has made a covenant with you.  And if He has made a covenant with you, He’s not through with you.  So what do you need to say in the midst of this society and this world in which we’re living?  “But as for me.”  
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