UNDERSTANDING THE ANGER OF GOD – LESSON 1
 “Where’s God When Calamity Comes?”
Kay Arthur, Teacher

What are you and I doing, spending five weeks of our time diligently studying (at least five hours a week) the writings of men that were given 2,700 or 2,600 years ago?  Why are we doing it?  It’s a good and valid question to ask, and it’s a good and valid question to answer.  Is it for the sake of knowledge?  Well, not just knowledge; but I will tell you this, that knowledge is absolutely essential.  If you ever sit down and go through the word of God and look at every place that “knowledge” is used, you know that knowledge is the foundation for everything that we do and for everything that determines our life.  It is based on knowledge, but it is not just knowledge; it’s understanding the times, it’s understanding that those prophets that wrote 2,700 or 2,600 years ago were writing the very words of God, because God wants you and me to understand Him.  He wants you and me to have knowledge, and He wants you and me to have understanding, and He wants you and me to see this—the importance of a single individual’s obedience.  That’s where it comes down to you, and that’s where it comes down to me.  We do not, in a sense, plan our destiny, and who we’re going to reach, and what we’re going to be. That’s in God’s hands.  Yet every single individual that knows the Lord Jesus Christ is a vital person in the furtherance of the kingdom of God, because God needs us in that world, in all different spots, and all different places, and He needs us there with truth, with absolute truth.  

Just recently, having gone through the tsunami, and having listened to people being interviewed on television, I listened to two dear brothers, highly admired, highly esteemed men, interviewed by people that were asking questions that I think either wanted real answers or wanted to trap them.  But whether they wanted a real answer or whether they wanted to trap them, I grieved, because I thought that those two brothers, those two dear, dear brothers did not give an answer, a full answer from the word of God, according to who God is.  I believe that they missed an opportunity because they didn’t want God to look bad, because they didn’t want it to look as if God had anything to do with the greatest disaster (or recorded disaster) that has happened in our times.  That is a disaster that has killed 140-150 thousand people.  Yet in the midst of that, God is speaking, and you and I need to understand that God is in the wind, God is in the earthquake, God is in the whirlwind, and God is in the events of man.  You and I need to know it and understand it.  You and I need to see that, so knowing it and under-standing it, we have an answer for every man that asks for the reason of the hope that dwells within us.  And that answer is that there is a sovereign God that rules from heaven, who is a Holy God, and yes, who is a God of love, unbelievable love, but also because He’s holy, He’s a God of justice, and He’s a God of righteousness.  The world needs to hear our voice.  Like Micah, you and I have been brought to the kingdom for such a time as this.  You and I, like Micah, Nahum, Zephaniah, and Habakkuk, have a mission, and we get our understanding of God from studying these five minor prophets, along with the word of God.  You need to know, and you need to understand that your life (and this is what I want you to see as you study these prophets; I don’t want you to just get knowledge about the prophets, but I want you to see, and I want you to understand that your life) has a purpose, and you need to fulfill that purpose.  And you need to fulfill it in excellence, you need to fulfill it in truth, you need to fulfill it without shame, and you need to fulfill it as a bondservant of Jesus Christ.


Before we look at Micah, I want you to go to Galatians 1:10.  I think so often that when we get in circumstances such as these two men were, and they are asking, “Okay, did God have anything to do with the tsunami?  Did God have anything to do with that?”  And we say, “No, God did not have anything to do with it,” or to turn away from that, and they say, “But I thought God was omniscient.  I didn’t think this was just the devil.  If God is omniscient, isn’t He stronger than the devil?  Can’t He do more than the devil?”  We’ve got to have the answers, and then having the answers, we’ve got to be willing to give them. (10) “For am I now seeking the favor of men, or of God?” [You and I, in every given situation when we have an opportunity to speak, need to know before we answer them, “Am I seeking the favor of God, or am I seeking the favor of men?”  So you need to know and understand whose bond-servant you were.] “Or am I striving to please men?  If I were still trying to please men, I would not be a bond-servant of Christ.” [Then Paul goes on to say, in Galatians 2:20,] “I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.” [How do I live?  I live by faith.  I live by every word that comes out of the mouth of God.]


Let’s go back and see what could happen if you knew that you were a bond-servant of Jesus Christ, if you took the knowledge that you gain of God from the word of God, and from these studies, and if you step forth, and you act in the proper way as His servant, and you give forth truth because you are a bond-servant of Christ, and not a bond-servant of man—because you are not trying to please man, but you are trying to please God.  You don’t want to give an answer that men want to hear.  You want to give an answer that men need to hear.  Do you understand?  Whether it makes God acceptable or not (in their sight) is not your business.  You are not the Savior.  You are not going to save them.  It is God that is going to save them.  He saves them through His truth, and He saves them in His sovereignty.  But if you step forward, living this crucified life, and realizing that you are a servant of God, then do you realize that you could spark a revival?  You could spark a revival in an individual’s life so, all of a sudden, there is an understanding that they have come face to face with who God is as He really is, and they see where He is, and they are revived; they are brought to life, or they are brought back to life.  Or, you could spark a revival in a nation.  This is what Micah did.  You could affirm to another that they are not alone, that as they stand there, they are not alone.  This is what Micah did.  

Or you could merely be God’s messenger, so that they will know that they are without excuse.  You see, sometimes He sends us to people that do not believe to deliver the truth so that when they stand before God they will be without excuse, because they have heard truth, unadulterated, pure, unashamed, coming from your mouth.  They heard truth from you mouth.  Remember, Jesus is truth, and His word is truth.  John 14:6 says that He is the way, He is the truth, He is the life, and no man can come to the Father but by Him.  Every person in that tsunami that died that did not have Christ as their savior, entered immediately into hell, into flames, into torment.  Hebrew 9:27 says, “It is appointed unto man once to die, and after that the judgment.”  Or they can change because they heard truth from your mouth, or because they also not only heard it from your mouth but they saw it demonstrated in your life.  So if it is spoken with your mouth but not demonstrated in your life, you’re giving them a contradictory message.  So the two have to be synonymous.


In the light of that, I want to look today at the first three chapters of Micah in just a broad, broad picture.  I want to start in Micah 2:6-7, just reading it, in the sense of what it says in verses 6-7, as translated by the New American Standard.  It opens up this way. (6) “‘Do not speak out,’” [That word “speak” means do not flow, do not let these words flow from your mouth.  When something is flowing it implies that there is a power source behind it.  So when I speak, the words can either come from me, or they can flow from God through me, out.  So it says, “Do not flow out.”] “‘Do not speak out,’ so they speak out.” [Somebody is telling someone, “Don’t speak.  Don’t let those words flow out of your mouth.”  But they’re speaking, and some believe.  Okay, these are the false prophets, and the false prophets are saying to the true prophets, “Quit talking.  Quit speaking.] “‘Do not speak out,’ so they speak out.  But if they do not speak out concerning these things,” [If they don’t say what is to be said] “reproaches will not be turned back.” 

What is the purpose in the tsunami, in the disaster, in all those people that were killed, and all the horrific tales, and all the tragedies?  And even in the most amazing tale of this man in Sir Lanka, and how he found a man underneath all the rubble, in a pipe, and kept and preserved.  Here he is going through this (and this is weeks after the tsunami), and He finds this man, and he is still alive.  Whatever it is, when that tragedy comes, is it going to be wasted?  Or are we going to take that opportunity, and use it as a platform for the gospel of God.  This is what they are saying, “Don’t speak out, don’t say anything.”  He says, “But if you don’t speak out, reproaches will not be turned back.”  In other words, when a calamity happens, when a tragedy happens, when something happens, people want to know.  Why are they asking, “Where is God?  Does God have anything to do with this?  Does God know about this?”  Because in every man’s heart there is a knowledge of God.  This is the true light that lights every man that comes into the world, and they want to know, “Is God involved in this?”  

This is our platform—every disaster, every calamity, every war, every situation, is a platform for you and me as God’s spokesmen, to stand and to speak out, and to speak out the proper way, so that they will have the knowledge of truth.  (7) “Is it being said, O house of Jacob: ‘Is the Spirit of the Lord impatient?  Are these His doings?’  Do not My words do good to the one walking uprightly?” [They are saying, “All right, is the Lord in this?”  He’s saying, “Yes, the Lord is in this.”] (7) “Is it being said, O house of Jacob: ‘Is the Spirit of the Lord impatient?  Are these His doings?’ Do not My words do good to the one walking uprightly?” [In other words, truth goes, and it falls on the ears of the just and the unjust.  It falls on the ears of those that someday will believe, but have not yet believed.  It falls on the ears of those that are rebellious; but His words do good, and it does good to those that hear truth, to those searching for truth, and to those that respond to truth.  Now here are the false prophets, saying, “Do not speak out.”  Yet what do you and I have to do?  We have to speak up.


Look at v. 11.  “If a man walking after wind and falsehood had told lies and said, ‘I will speak out to you concerning wine and liquor,’ he would be spokesman to this people.” [So you can speak out; you can speak out truth, you can speak it out the way it is, you can speak it out in the fact that, yes, God is a God of love, but God is a God of judgment.  God is a God who is holy.  God cannot tolerate sin.  God is a God that forgives sin. (We are going to see that, especially at the end of this book.  I just love the end of this book, because it talks about the grace of God, and it is part of Micah’s message.  But judgment is also a part of Micah’s message.  He says, “Listen.”  The false prophets are saying, “Don’t speak out.”  The true prophets are saying “I’ve got to speak out, because if I don’t speak out, reproach won’t be rolled away.”  

Now some look at it differently.  Some say, “Well, you’re speaking out, and you’re talking about sin, and you’re bringing reproach on the leaders, because you’re talking about sin.  Either way (however you want to interpret it), speak out.  Speak out truth, and speak it out in love, and speak it out in grace, but speak it out without compromise.  Don’t fear the face of man; fear the face of God, because you are His spokesman.”  And know this; you are not going to be welcome.  He says, “If you were preaching something that would bring prosperity, if you were speaking out concerning wine and liquor, he would be a spokesman to this people.  In other words, what is he saying?  Wine and liquor are something that you can buy because you are prosperous.  He saying, “If someone comes along, and they say, ‘O, God is going to bless you.  This is a wonderful, wonderful time in life, and God’s just going to make you wealthy.  God’s going to make you rich, and all you have to do is believe Him.’”]  

I listen to someone exegete a passage in Isaiah all from the purpose of saying (and taking that Scripture, never explained what it meant in its context, but just saying), “God wants to prosper you.  God wants to prosper you.  God wants to prosper you.”  And it is accepted.  And listen, when it is accepted, then you have got to know there is something wrong in the hearts of those people, if all they want is prosperity from God.  Should I not receive good from God, and should I not receive trials and tribulations.  Trials and tribulations are part of our life.


Let’s go back to Micah 1:1.  “The word of the Lord which came to Micah of Moresheth in the days of Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, which he saw concerning Samaria and Jerusalem.” [Now, immediately, because of the timing of these kings, we know that during the timing of these kings, we know that the Northern Kingdom goes into captivity, that Samaria is taken captive during this time.  We know this because we have studied it.  But we also know that he is talking to the kings of the Southern Kingdom, not the kings of the Northern Kingdom.  He is referring to Jotham; He is referring to Ahaz the son of Jotham; he is referring to Hezekiah, the son of Ahaz.  So it has to be before Samaria is captured, or around that time.  There are basically three messages in this book.  But as we look at those messages, you can see when each one falls, possibly individually.  But as you look at it, I want us to catch the times.]  

Go to 2 Chronicles 27:1.  And all of this (for those of you that have been studying with us) is review, and review is always good.  That’s the way you learn, and that’s the way you remember.  So it is a learning device, and it helps you to retain these things.  And with all that is going on in our lives, we need to learn how to retain things.  So review is good.  (There are parallel passages in Kings, but let’s look at Jotham in 2 Chronicles 27.) (1) “Jotham was twenty-five years old when he became king,…” (2) “He did right in the sight of the Lord, according to all that his father Uzziah had done;” [Jotham is a good king, right?  But what about the people though?] “however he did not enter the temple of the Lord.  But the people continued acting corruptly.” [You had good king, bad people.  The people are acting corruptly.] (6) “So Jotham became mighty because he ordered his ways before the Lord his God.” [Now you come to Chapter 28:1, and we are going to look at Ahaz.] (1) “Ahaz was twenty years old when he became king…and he did not do right in the sight of the Lord as David his father had done.” [In other words, he is from the house of David.] (2) “But he walked in the ways of the kings of Israel; he also made molten images for the Baals.” (28:3) “…he burned incense…burned his sons in fire, according to the abominations…” (4) “He sacrificed and burned incense on the high places,” (5) “Wherefore, the Lord his God delivered him into the hand of the king of Aram;” (8) “The sons of Israel (Northern Kingdom) carried away captive of their brethren (Southern Kingdom) 200,000 women, sons and daughters; and they took also a great deal of spoil from them, and brought the spoil to Samaria.” [So you have the Northern Kingdom attacking the Southern Kingdom and taking them captive.  And, all of a sudden, a prophet appears on the scene.  This prophet is Oded.] (9) “But a prophet of the Lord was there, whose name was Oded; and he went out to meet the army which came to Samaria and said to them, ‘Behold, because the Lord, the God of your fathers, was angry with Judah, He has delivered them into your hand, you have slain them in a rage which has even reached heaven.’” [Then he goes on and says, “Now you are going to subjugate them?  Now you’re going to make them slaves?  No.] (11) “Now therefore, listen to me and return the captives whom you captured from your brothers, for the burning anger of the Lord is against you.” [So he’s speaking to them, and he’s saying, “Look, if you don’t do what is right, the burning anger of God is against you.”  So here is a prophet speaking out.] 

(19) “For the Lord humbled Judah because of Ahaz king of Israel, for he had brought about a lack of restraint in Judah and was very unfaithful to the Lord. (20) So Tilgath-pilneser king of Assyria came against him” (22) “Now in the time of his distress this same King Ahaz became yet more unfaithful to the Lord. (23)  For he sacrificed to the gods of Damascus which had defeated him,”(24) “Moreover, when Ahaz gathered together the utensils of the house of God, he cut the utensils of the house of God in pieces; and he closed the doors of the house of the Lord and made altars for himself in every corner of Jerusalem.” [Now what do you have?  Micah is in this scenario.  Micah is prophesying during the days of Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah.  When you studied your chart, you saw that those reigns overlap, and that many times when the father is on the throne the son moves in there also, to rule and to learn how to rule.]  

So you have Jotham, a good king with bad people.  You have Ahaz, a bad king, and you still have bad people.  You have the doors to the house of the Lord being closed.  Now we come to Hezekiah, in 2 Chronicles 29:1.  “Hezekiah became king when he was twenty-five years old;” (2) “He did right in the sight of the Lord, according to all that his father David had done.” [What does he do?  He calls the people in v. 3.  He opened the doors of the house of the Lord and repaired them.  He calls the people to make a covenant with the Lord.] (10) “Now it is in my heart to make a covenant with the Lord God of Israel, that His burning anger may turn away from us.” [When you talk to the world, does the world like to think of God as having burning anger?  No.  They don’t want a God like that.  They want a God that’s a God of love.  They want a God that is going to tolerate everything.  They do not want a God that is going to interfere with their lives, or intervene with their lives, or tell them what is sin.  They don’t want that.  But now it is in the heart of Hezekiah to turn the people back away from God’s burning anger.] (11) “My sons, do not be negligent now, for the Lord has chosen you…” [The Lord has chosen you.  Have you got it?  God has chosen you, beloved.  God had chosen you.  John 15:16 says, “You did not choose Me, but I chose you, and I ordained you, that you should go and that you should bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, so that whatever you ask in My name I will do it.”  God is with you.]  

Go to 1 Corinthians 12:4.  This morning, as I was meditating on all this, God just brought this Scripture to my mind.  He is talking to this church in Corinth, and he wants them to understand that each one of them has a spiritual gift, an individual spiritual gift.  He has placed them in the body.  He doesn’t want them ignorant of this.  This is what he says: (4) “Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. (5) And there varieties of ministries, but the same Lord. (6) There are varieties of effects, but the same God who works all things in all persons.” [What has he just told you?  If you stop to analyze it carefully, you’re going to know this: that your gift came from the Lord.  Your ministry comes from the Lord.  The effect of what you do comes from God.  You are simply the vessel, the vessel that God has chosen, the vessel that has the responsibility to know God, to understand God, to be God’s man/woman, in every place where your two feet take you.  You are God’s representative, and you are to be there in the knowledge of God, and you are to give forth the truth of God, and you are to give it without fear.  You are to give it in total and absolute and complete honesty.  You cannot say, “Will this please man?”  It has only got to please God.  If it pleases God, that’s your only responsibility, because the effect of what you do is up to God.  And everybody is not going to like you.  They didn’t like Micah.  They didn’t like Oded.  They didn’t like Zephaniah.  They don’t like the prophets.  But the prophets are God’s spokesmen.  You and I, today, as it says in Jeremiah 23:28, “He who has the truth let him speak the truth.”  You and I, in this study, are going to get truth.  We’re going to have answers for people.  

Now in the light of that, leaving Hezekiah, I want you to go to Jeremiah 26:1, because I want you to see, as we look at this, and as we analyze Micah’s message, and the way Micah delivered it, I want you to understand that Micah was faithful, and God used him.  Now, God used him in a way to turn these people around.  First I want to give you the setting of this. (1) “In the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, this word came from the Lord, saying,” [This is the time right after the five minor prophets that we are going to study this time.  We’re going to study the reign of Jehoiakim.  You’re going to understand what was going on during this time.  But he told Jeremiah,] (2) “Thus says the Lord, ‘Stand in the court of the Lord’s house, and speak to all the cities of Judah who have come to worship in the Lord’s house all the words that I have commanded you to speak to them.  Do not omit a word!” [My two brothers that spoke, spoke of God’s love.  They spoke of God’s compassion.  They gave the gospel which was wonderful, absolutely wonderful.  But they didn’t answer the question (or to me they didn’t answer the question) according to the whole counsel of God.  “Speak, but don’t omit a word!”  Then He says,] (3) “‘Perhaps they will listen, and everyone will turn from his evil way, that I (God) may repent of the calamity which I am planning to do to them because of the evil of their deeds.’” [I want you to be my spokesman.  I don’t want you to omit a word.  I want you to go, and I want you to give it.  I want you to give it all.  I want you to know that I am sending you out there because, perhaps, they will listen.  Perhaps they will see their sin, and I, then, because I am holy, can repent of the calamity that I was going to bring on them, and I can bring blessing on them, if they will listen—if they will listen.  Whether they listen or not is up to them.  It’s not up to you.  You are simply to give the truth.]


Well, because of this, look at v. 7.  “The priests and the prophets and all the people heard Jeremiah speaking these words in the house of the Lord.” [He spoke more than these words.  He spoke of all their destruction that was coming.] (8) “When Jeremiah finished speaking all these words…the priests and the prophets and all the people seized him, saying, ‘You must die!’” [You have got to die.  We don’t want to hear that message.  You are bringing reproach upon us by doing that and by saying that.  And we don’t want to hear that.  You have got to die.  So they bring a case to mind, to prevent them from killing Jeremiah.  The case that they bring before them is like a case in court.  Let’s go back to something that was done by the courts previously, and see if we can gain anything from it.  Sadly, in that incidence, sometimes it is decisions that rule, and not the law that rules.]


(16) “Then the officials and all the people said to the priests and to the prophets, ‘No death sentence for this man!  For he has spoken to us in the name of the Lord our God.’ (17) Then some of the elders of the land rose up and spoke to all the assembly of the people, saying, (18) ‘Micah of Moresheth prophesied in the days of Hezekiah king of Judah;” [Now you, reading Jeremiah, come around that, and you say, “ I know him.  I spent some time with that man.  I know what he did.  I know what he said.  I know how he said it.  I know.”  And that’s good.  You should be excited that you know, because most people just read it over, “Yeah, uh-huh,” and don’t have the slightest idea who the guy is.] “and he spoke to all the people of Judah, saying, ‘Thus the Lord of hosts has said, “Zion will be plowed as a field, and Jerusalem will become ruins, and the mountain of the house as the high places of a forest.”’ (19) Did Hezekiah king of Judah and all Judah put him to death?  Did he not fear the Lord and entreat the favor of the Lord, and the Lord changed His mind about the misfortune which He had pronounced against them?  But we are committing a great evil against ourselves.” [What do you know?  You know this—that Micah did his job, and God used it, and brought about revival in the days of Hezekiah.  Chronicles doesn’t mention Micah.  Kings doesn’t mention Micah, only here, and only in Micah, and only in the New Testament, when we read and study that wonderful prophesy about the birth of the Messiah.  Is Micah mentioned by name?  And yet, in God’s economy, this man that we don’t know anything about, we only know that he is from Moresheth, this man fulfilled God’s purpose.  That is what you and I are to do.]


Let’s go back to Micah 1:2.  What does Micah do, and how does God use him?  What can you and I learn from Micah?  Well, he begins with God.  (2) “Hear, O peoples, all of you; listen, O earth and all it contains, and let the Lord God be a witness against you, the Lord from His holy temple. (3) For behold, the Lord is coming forth from His place.  He will come down and tread on the high places of the earth. (4) The mountains will melt under Him and the valleys will be split, like wax before the fire, like water poured down a steep place.” [In other words, God is not a God that is remote, God is involved in history.  He is a holy God.  He is in His temple.  He begins with God, and he is saying this, “God is coming.”]

I have a recent issue of the “The Economist, and there is a whole article about the coming of Jesus Christ, the coming of the future, of God invading history.  “Will God invade history?  And why do people cling to this?”  And you and I need to let people know—God is involved in the affairs of this world.  God is coming.  He is coming in righteousness to judge this world.  So take fear, O inhabits of the earth; pay attention to Him.  What is He going to do when He comes?  Well, look at Micah1:5.  “All this is for the rebellion of Jacob and for the sins of the house of Israel.” [So He is coming, and He is coming because He is holy, and He must deal with sin.  So you have got to let them know—there is a God, that God is involved in the affairs of man, and that God is coming.  This earth belongs to Him.  He is in the beginning, and He is the last one in the book of Revelation.  He is Alpha, and He is Omega.  There is a God; and believe in Him or not, there is a God, and His name is not Allah.  He is the God.  He is Jehovah.  He is Elohim.  He is El Shaddai.  He is the God of this book, the one and only true book in the world.  So you have got to know that, and you have got to understand that.] 

Second, this God is a holy God, and because He is holy He must deal with sin.  So as His spokesman (that’s the second part of the message that we see here), you have got to get out.  When you say that, how do you say that?  “Oh, God is coming, and He is going to get you.  I mean, He is really going to get you.”  Do you say it with a smile?  Do you say it with a grin?  Do you say it with glee?  No!  Watch what Micah says, in Micah 1:8. “Because of this I must lament and wail, I must go barefoot and naked; I must make a lament like the jackals and a mourning like the ostriches. (9) For her wound is incurable, for it has come to Judah; it has reached the gate of my people, even to Jerusalem.” [In other words, what is His attitude?  His attitude is broken-heartedness.  His attitude is grief.  He is not happy over the calamity.  We’re not to be happy over calamity either.  We need to show people the sorrow of God, that God is a God whose heart is broken because He has to judge.  It is not something that He delights to do.]  

Third, the next thing that we need to let them see is that calamity comes from God.  Calamity comes from God.  It says in Micah 1:12, “For the inhabitant of Maroth becomes weak waiting for good, because a calamity has come down from the Lord.” [You and I have to understand, yes, Satan does things, but God is over Satan.  Job makes that very clear.  God has the enemy on a leash, and he can only act with God’s permission.  You say, “But I don’t understand that kind of God.”  That’s all right that you don’t understand Him.  Get to know His word.  Study it, go through it, and get to know this Old Testament.  You will begin to understand Him.  And you will begin to be able to explain Him to others.  Let’s look at where this word “calamity” is used.  In Micah 2:3, it says, “Therefore thus says the Lord, ‘Behold, I am planning against this family a calamity from which you cannot remove your necks;”  You and I need to know, and we need to understand that calamity is from God.]  

Go to Isaiah 45:5.  This message is like an introduction to everything that is going to follow in Micah, Nahum, Zephaniah, and Habakkuk.  But in Isaiah 45, God is speaking and he says, “I am the Lord, and there is no other; besides Me there is no God.” [There is no other God—have you got that?  There is only one God.] “I will gird you, though you have not known Me; (He is speaking to Cyrus) (6) that men may know from the rising to the setting of the sun that there is no one besides Me.” [He is saying this, and Cyrus hasn’t even been born yet.  But He is telling Cyrus what is going to happen, because He is God.] “I am the Lord, and there is no other, (7) the One forming light and creating darkness, causing well-being and creating calamity; I am the Lord who does all these.” [Now, because I know God, I have no problem with that.  If I didn’t know that God was the One behind the calamity, I would have a problem.  I would fear.  I would fear Satan, and I would fear the face of man.  But because I know that God is behind it all, I only fear God.  When I fear God, I know who I am trusting.  “I know whom I have believed and I am convinced that He is able to keep that which I have committed to Him against that day.”  I know that though He slay me yet will I trust Him, because I know God.]  

Go to Amos 3:6.  “If a trumpet is blown in a city will not the people tremble?” [A trumpet was a warning sound.] “If a calamity occurs in a city has not the Lord done it? (7) Surely the Lord God does nothing unless He reveals His secret counsel to His servants the prophets.” [The prophets then have the responsibility for speaking.] (8) “A lion has roared!  Who will not fear?  The Lord God has spoken!  Who can but prophesy?”  [You’re His spokesman.  “Prophesy” simply means to speak for God.]


Isaiah 26:9 says, “At night my soul longs for You, indeed, my spirit within me seeks You diligently; for when the earth experiences Your judgments the inhabitants of the world learn righteousness.” [The benefit of the judgments is to let them see that there is a God.  He’s Alpha and Omega.  You need to give credence to this God.  You need to pursue Him.  You need to get to know Him.  This God is holy.  This God is going to deal with sin.  You can’t sin and get away with it.  So you need to repent, and you need to understand this—calamity comes from God.  When it comes from God, it is to bring questions like, “Who is behind this?”  “Why did this happen.”  So that we can use those questions to say, “Hey there is a God, and there is only one way to Him—and that way is the Lord Jesus Christ.” That was said, but we need to know that calamity comes from God.]  


Go back to Micah 2:1.  The next thing I want you to see is that God is holy, and that He must deal with sin.  Then in Micah 2:1-10, you see that God’s judgment is because of sin.  Have you got that?  God is holy, and He must deal with sin, but God’s judgment is because of sin.  You see the same thing in Micah 3.  You see Him talking to the heads of the kingdom; you see Him talking to the prophets, and you see Him doing all of this, because there is sin in the camp.  Let’s look at it in Micah 2:1.  “Woe to those who scheme iniquity, who work out evil on their beds!  When morning comes, they do it, for it is in the power of their hands.” [Now, here are people and they have power in their hands, and because they have power in their hands, they think they can do it and get away with it.  Now listen.  “Be ye sure that you’re sins will find you out.”  (3) “Therefore thus says the Lord, “Behold, I am planning against this family a calamity from which you cannot remove our necks;” [He’s going to deal with them, and He is going to deal with them because of their sin.  You have studied it and you know what their sin was, and you know how they didn’t take care of the widows, and you know how they misused the poor.  You know how God says we cannot do that and get away with it.]  

Then you come to Micah 3:1, and you see Him speaking to the heads of both kingdoms in vv. 1-4, and He is bringing up to them their sin.  In vv.5-7, He is speaking to the prophets.  And He says, “Listen, the prophets will prophesy as long as you give them money.” [In other words, as long as you bless them, as long as you put something in their mouths.  He is talking about the prophets.  Then He contrasts Himself with the false prophets.] (8) “On the other hand I am filled with power—with the Spirit of the Lord—” [Listen, this is you; not just Micah, but this is you.  I am filled with power, with the Spirit of the Lord.  You have the Spirit of the Lord, in a way that Micah never knew the Spirit of the Lord.] “And with justice and courage to make known to Jacob his rebellious act, even to Israel his sin. (9) Now hear this, heads of the house of Jacob and rulers of the house of Israel, who abhor justice and twist everything that is straight, (10) who build Zion with bloodshed and Jerusalem with violent injustice. (11) Her leaders pronounce judgment for a bribe, her priests instruct for a price and her prophets divine for money.” [What is it?  It is a bribe; it is a price; it is money, money, money.  It is money and power.  It is money, power, and it is religion.] “Yet they lean on the Lord, saying, ‘Is not the Lord in our midst?  Calamity will not come upon us.’” [In other words, God is not a God of calamity.  He’s in our midst.  He’s against our enemies.  He’s not against us.] (12) “Therefore, on account of you Zion will be plowed as a field, Jerusalem will become a heap of ruins, and the mountain of the temple will become high places of a forest.” [What do you see, beloved?  You see that God’s judgment is because of sin.]   

The last thing I want you to see is this:  God has a remnant.  You see it at the end of Chapter 2.  (12) “I will surely assemble all of you, Jacob, I will surely gather the remnant of Israel.  I will put them together like sheep in the fold; like a flock in the midst of its pasture they will be noisy with men. (13) The breaker goes up before them; they break out, pass through the gate and go out by it.  So their king goes on before them, and the Lord at their head.” [You go for the remnant, and that’s what I want you to remember.  When you deliver the message, God always has a remnant.  Therefore, do not give up hope.  Do not give up hope.]

When Winston Churchill went back to the school where he was a student, he rose to speak to the students there.  His speech was remembered and recorded, because he looked at them, and he said, “Never give up!  Never give up!  Never give up!  Never!  Never!  Never give up!”  And he sat down.  That’s what God is saying to you.  Never give up.  Never give up.  Never give up.  Never, never, never give up.  “If God is for us who can be against us?”  Just make sure that you are on the Lord’s side, doing what the Lord would have you to do, beloved.  What the Lord would have you to do is to proclaim that He is the Alpha, and He is the Omega.  He is the holy One who loves His people, but who has to judge sin.  So speak out!  Speak out against the sin, but speak out with weeping, speak out with boldness, speak out with mourning, because it grieves the heart of God.  Let them see His grief, but remember this, that God has a remnant.  And there will be those that will hear and listen and follow.  So never give up.  1 Corinthians 15:58 says, “Be steadfast, immovable always abounding in the work of the Lord knowing this, that you’re labor is not in vain,” because the Lord is coming from His place.       
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