UNDERSTANDING THE ANGER OF GOD – LESSON 2
“When God Rescues the Remnant”
Kay Arthur, Teacher

It’s so easy, isn’t it, beloved, to get caught up with the things of this world, to think that life is a marriage, that it’s a man, that it’s a relationship, to think that fame and fortune is where it’s at.  It is so easy, as we move in this world that is so focused on the temporal.  It’s so easy to think it’s a house, it’s a boat, it’s a cottage, it’s notoriety. That’s what it is.  It’s just plain peace.  It’s no trouble.  Just leave me alone, and let me go through life in peace.  It is so easy to get caught up with the things of this world and to forget who is like Jehovah.  To look at the things that are seen, and to forget the One who is still unseen, but the One who someday we will see face to face.  Oh, how we need to hear the voice of the Prophet.  As we look at the book of Micah, I want us to begin in John 17.  I want us to look at the Prophet, the One who was foretold, the One who was going to come, the One whom people wanted to know, from John the Baptist, “Are you the One?”  Are you the Prophet?”  

In John 17, just as the Lord Jesus Christ, the One who was born in Bethlehem Ephrathah, the One who was to be the ruler and the shepherd of His people, just as He prepared to go to the garden of Gethsemane, where He knew there He would be arrested.  He stopped, and He paused, and He prayed for His disciples.  He prayed for those that were His sheep.  As He prayed for them, (and this is what He says as He talks to the Father, in John 17:3), “This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.”  [Yeshua, God our Savior, Christ the Messiah, the promised One, whom you, God, have sent.  This is eternal life.  It’s knowing You; it’s knowing me.] (4) “I glorified You on the earth, having accomplished the work which You have given Me to do.” [Wouldn’t that be wonderful, when you come to the end of your days, to be able to say to God, as you begin to step into eternity, “I have glorified You on earth.  I have finished the work that You have called me to do”?   How do you do that?  Well, when you live this life, you have to remember that this world is temporal, that this world is passing away, and that we’re in the world, but we are not to be of the world.  This is so absolutely critical that this is what Jesus prays.]


I would like to start at John 17:11, and let you watch for that phrase “in the world,” or “about the world.”  (11) “I am no longer in the world; and yet they themselves are in the world, and I come to You.” [In other words, I’m leaving My sheep, and I’m no longer going to be here, but I’m leaving them here.] (13) “But now I come to You; and these things I speak in the world (I’m speaking it now), so that they may have My joy made full in themselves. (14) I have given them Your word:” [I have been a faithful prophet.  I have spoken Your word, and only Your word.] “I have given them Your word, and the world has hated them, because they’re not of the world, even as I am not of the world.” (15) I do not ask You to take them out of the world, but to keep them from the evil one.” [Who is the evil one?  Well, John would go on to write three little epistles, and He would tell us that the whole world lies in the power of the evil one.  The evil one is the prince of this world, and He’s saying, “I’m not taking him out of this world, but I’m asking You that while they’re in the world that you will keep them from the evil one.] 

(16) “They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.” (18) “As You sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into the world.” (21) “that they may all be one; even as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that they also may be in Us, so that the world may believe that You (God) sent Me (Jesus Christ),” [to be Your spokesman, to give them Your word, and to be the Lamb of God that is going to take away the sins of the world.] (23) “I in them and You in Me, that they may be perfected in unity, so that the world may know that You sent Me, and loved them, even as You have loved Me.” [How you and I need to know, and need to remember, that we’re in the world, but we’re not of the world!  How you and I need to remember that this world is going to pass away, and all of its lusts, and all its desires are someday going to be gone, but life is not going to end.  We’re going to continue to live, but as we live now in this life will determine the rewards and blessings, so to speak, when we see God face to face!  You and I, during this sojourn, need to live this way—in the world but not of the world—but showing the world, as we live among them, who is like Jehovah.  This is the name of Micah.]

Let’s go to the book of Micah.  Micah’s name means “who is like Jehovah.”  When he opens his prophesy, he shows us who is like Jehovah.  He begins with denouncing sin, and that’s Jehovah.  Jehovah is holy, and because He is holy, He cannot tolerate sin in people’s lives.  So he begins, in Micah 1:1, “The word of the Lord which came to Micah of Moresheth in the days of Jotham (a good king), Ahaz (a bad king) and Hezekiah (a good king), kings of Judah, which he saw concerning Samaria and Jerusalem. (2) Hear, O peoples, all of you; listen, O earth and all it contains, and let the Lord God be a witness against you,” [Why is the Lord going to be a witness against them?  Because they have allowed themselves to get caught up in the things of this world, because they have allowed them to take on the character and flavor and the stench of the nations around about them.   So it opens up with denouncing their sins, and the Lord being a witness against them.  But you have read the book.  You did the overview, and when you did the overview, you learned that it ends with this: (7:18) “Who is a God like You,” [Who is like Jehovah?] “who pardons iniquity and passes over the rebellious act of the remnant of His possession?  He does not retain His anger forever, because He delights in unchanging love.” [Now He is speaking to a people who have been influenced by the world, who have taken on the character and the stench of the world, who have looked at the things of this world and become caught up in them.]

So, in Micah, as we come to the second message in Chapters 3-5, then in 6, we come to the third and final message.  So we have come to the second message.  When He begins in the first message, He’s speaking to the peoples of the earth.  But now He is zeroing in on the rulers.  He is zeroing in on the leaders.  He’s zeroing in on the decision makers, zeroing in on those that influence the society.  He’s zeroing in on them, because these people have forgotten who is like Jehovah.  Because these people have, as Timothy says, become entangled with the affairs of this life, and they have forgotten that they are to please Him who has called them to be a unique and chosen and special nation.  Now He is coming against the leaders.  I want us to see what He is saying to them, and some parallel passages that you have not yet looked at (because we can’t look at everything as we do all of our homework).  But the thing is, that if we will do and make God our focus, then, precious one, then we will keep the world from squeezing us into its mold.  This is what happened to these people.  

In Romans 12:2, He says, “Be not conformed to this world,” [Don’t let the world squeeze you into its mold.] “but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove (that you might put to the test) what is good and acceptable and perfect.”  The will of God that you might put to the test in any situation, when you are living in this world, what is good, what is acceptable, what is perfect, because who is like Jehovah?  Micah 3:1 says, “And I said, ‘Hear now, heads of Jacob and rulers of the house of Israel.  Is it not for you to know justice? (2) You who hate good and love evil,” 

What has happened to these rulers?  I love history.  Since I became a Christian I love history.  I never had an interest in it whatsoever before.  I got out of high school, I went into nurses’ training, I went through three years, and became a registered nurse.  And I was just interested in this world.  I was interested in the things of this world.  At the age of 29, I came to know Jesus Christ, and my life was absolutely transformed.  I had a hunger for the word of God, and I got into the word of God, but as I saw God in the word, I saw God in history.  He was no longer some remote being, but I saw that He was involved in the nations.  So as I study history, I see that everything rises and falls on leadership.  When the leadership is corrupt, that what you need down here is people who know who is like Jehovah, so that they are able to stand against that leadership, who are able to lay down their lives, if necessary, in order to be true to God, instead of being true to the world.

These men hated good, and they loved evil.  He says (2) “…who tear of their skin from them and their flesh from their bones, (3) and who eat the flesh of my people, strip off their skin from them, break their bones, and chop them up as for the pot an as meat in a kettle.” [In other words, these people that you are ruling over exist simply to satisfy your appetites.  The History Channel did a two hour analysis (or presentation) of the French Revolution.  You saw there people in dire circumstances, unable to make bread, bread going for a month’s wages.  They lived on bread; this was their main staple.  Then you go to the palace of Louis and Marie Antoinette and the nobility, and you see them in all this finery, and all these elaborate things.  And she has hairdos where she puts ships in her hairdos, and stuff like this; she has nothing else to do.  It’s the world.  She is just centered in the world, her world, not even in the real world.  You see all these people living in all this luxury, and food being thrown away, while the people are starving.  It’s a description of this.  It’s a description of the rulers and heads taking the people, and, in a sense, taking their very lives and stripping off the skin, chopping them up, putting them in pot, and eating them for their own benefit.  

Now I want to tell you something, we have a man (I’m speaking during the second term of George W. Bush) in the Presidency that fears God.  U.S. News & World Report has come out with an article on James Dobson, but in that article on James Dobson, they tell what is going on.  They tell about the worship services in the President’s plane as they fly.  They tell how he is upset if He doesn’t have time to go to church, or if he misses that.  He is a man who is compassionate.  He’s a man that loves to hear, more than anything else, that you are praying for him, because he is a man that realizes where God has put him.  Is he perfect?  Are you perfect, or am I perfect?  No, we are not perfect, but we do have that man.  They had Hezekiah in that day.  Hezekiah was a godly king.  We know that this second prophesy (and you know from studying it and cross referencing it with Jeremiah), we know that this second message that came through Micah to the people came in the days of Hezekiah.  We know that the people generally heard it, and they generally repented enough for God to stay His hand of judgment.  We know that.  But was everyone in Israel at that time, in the land of Judah, was everyone living uprightly?  No.  Because you can have a godly head, but you can have rulers underneath you, because this is a big nation, and these rulers are using these people for their own appetites, for their own desires.  As they do, He’s given a word to them, because they love evil.  They are not seeking justice.  

He says this is what is going to happen.  “You’re going to cry to the Lord.  You rulers are going to cry to the Lord.”  When tragedy and calamity come, and when we have nowhere else to turn, and we have no answers, what happens?  We do cry to the Lord.  We go to church, all of a sudden.  That’s what happened after September 11th.  The churches were packed.  They are no longer packed.  After the tsunami, the churches were full.  They are no longer full. (4) “Then they will cry out to the Lord, but He will not answer them.  Instead, He will hide His face from them at that time, because they have practiced evil deeds.” [They are looking at this world, and they forget who is like Jehovah.  But they should know.]


Go to Deuteronomy 16:18.  Remember, the book of Deuteronomy was the giving of the Law to the people who had survived the forty years in the wilderness, and who were now going to cross over the Jordan River, and go into the promise land.  He tells them what they are to do.  (18) “You shall appoint for yourself judges and officers in all your towns which the Lord your God is giving you, according to your tribes, and they shall judge the people with righteous judgment. (19) You shall not distort justice; you shall not be partial, and you shall not take a bribe, for a bribe blinds the eyes of the wise and perverts the words of the righteous. (20) Justice, and only justice, you shall pursue,” [Why do you pursue justice, and only justice?  Because who is like Jehovah?  Who is Jehovah?  He is a just and a righteous God.  He expects us, as we sit here on this earth, that He made for man, He expects us here on this earth to reflect who He is, and to live in the way that He would have us to live, because He has put us here and He is our God.] (20) “Justice and only justice, you shall pursue, that you may live and possess the land which the Lord your God is giving you.” [In other words, this is the way you are to live if you want to stay here.  If you want to stay in this land, then this is the way you have to live.]  

So now the message has come, and the message is in Micah 3:12.  “Therefore, on account of you, Zion will be plowed as a field, Jerusalem will become a heap of ruins,” [Why is Zion going to be plowed as a field? And why is that going to happen?  It’s going to happen because the rulers don’t love justice, because the rulers are of the world, and they are living like the rest of the nations, and they are not to live like the rest of the nations.] “Jerusalem will become a heap of ruins, and the mountain of the temple will become high places of a forest.” [The temple is going to be gone.  This is what He is saying.  Why?  Because they got caught up in the world.  So next what does He do?  You’ve got your rulers, but you also have your spokesman from God.  See, in any society, you not only need the rulers, but you need the spokesman.  Now, listen.  You are God’s spokesman.  You are God’s spokesman to your friends.  You are God’s spokesman, as you get older, and then as you get very old you’re God’s spokesman to everyone, because you can get away with it, because you are old.  But we’re God’s spokesmen.  We are to speak.  We are to speak for God.  What do you have?  If the rulers aren’t behaving, then what do you have?  You are supposed to have prophets that are keeping the rulers in line, that are reminding them of truth.  Because what did Jesus say?  You’re in the world, but you’re not of the world.  I’m leaving you here, because I have a job for you to do, and that job is for you to be My representative, to be My mouthpiece.  That’s why He said, in Mark 16:15, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation.”  Now the gospel is not just that you need to be saved, but the gospel is that you get saved and that you live for God, and that you live a righteous life.


Watch what He says to the prophets in Micah 3:5.  “Thus says the Lord concerning the prophets who lead my people astray;” [Do you know what I would suggest that you do?  Some day, turn on a Christian network on television during the week, and listen to the messages.  Write down what this one says, and what this one says, just the essence of it, and see what you are hearing.[ “When they have something to bite with their teeth, they cry “Peace,” [In other words, “You feed me, you take care of me, you supply my house, you supply my car, you supply my clothes, you endorse my ministry, and I’ll give you what you want.  And I know what you want, you want peace.”  

There is one young man (and he looks like such a fine young man), and he took over his father’s ministry.  But he said on television that he will never deal with sin on television.  He has made that statement.  He is never going to deal with sin.  You listen, and most of what they are hearing, and what is exciting them, is “What God Can Do For You,” not “What You Should be Doing For God.”  What God can do for you, and how you’re going to be blessed.] “But against him who puts nothing in their mouths they declare holy war. (6) “Therefore it will be night for you (for the prophets)—without vision, and darkness for you—without divination.  The sun will go down on the prophets, and the day will become dark over them. (7) The seers will be ashamed and the diviners will be embarrassed.  Indeed, they will all cover their mouths because there is no answer from God.” [Listen, just because someone says, “I was up all night,” or “God showed me this,” or “God showed me that,” does not mean that it is true.  You had better know truth for yourself.  That’s why I am so proud of you, because you’re studying to show yourself approved unto God, a workman that need not be ashamed, accurately  handling (cutting straight) the word of God.  Because it is God’s word, and these men are not giving it.]  

  Let’s look at Jeremiah 23.  Now Jeremiah is not yet on the scene, but he is about to get on the scene.  In Jeremiah 23, Jeremiah’s message starts during the days of Josiah.  We’re at Hezekiah, and after Hezekiah is going to come Manasseh.  After Manasseh is going to come Amnon (he’s only going to be there a very short while), and then Josiah.  But when you get to Jeremiah 23:1, you get a good insight into what prophets are supposed to be and what prophets are supposed to do.  This is what Jeremiah is saying. (23) “Woe to the shepherds who are destroying and scattering the sheep of My pasture!” [They are scattering the sheep, because they are not giving the word of God.] (9) “As for the prophets:  My heart is broken within me, all my bones tremble;” [It’s the same word that is used when the Holy Spirit hovered over the waters, in Genesis 1:2] “I have become like a drunken man, even like a man overcome with wine, because of the Lord and because of His holy words. (10) “For the land is full of adulterers;” [Is our land full of adulterers?  Yes!] “The land mourns because of the curse.  The pastures of the wilderness have dried up.  Their course also is evil and their might is not right.” [Their might is not right.  Their power is not right.] (11) “For both prophet and priest are polluted; even in My house I have found their wickedness,” (12) “Therefore their way will be like slippery paths to them, they will be driven away into the gloom and fall down in it; for I will bring calamity upon them,” [Calamity upon whom?  Calamity upon the rulers, calamity upon the prophets, and calamity upon the people.] (13) “Moreover, among the prophets of Samaria I saw an offensive thing:” [So He is going back to the prophets of Samaria.]  

Now remember, the sin of Jacob is Samaria.  The sin Jacob is Samaria, because what happened?  Omri built Samaria.  His son Ahab built a temple to Baal.  Never in the history of Israel had that been done.] “they prophesied by Baal and led My people Israel astray. (14) Also among the prophets of Jerusalem I have seen a horrible thing:  The committing of adultery and walking in falsehood; and they strengthen the hands of evildoers, so that no one has turned back from his wickedness.” [In other words, if a true prophet is among people that are living in sin, they are going to hear about their sin.]

Let’s go back and look at the contrast of this true prophet.  We see what the false prophets are like, but look in Micah 3:8.  Micah is speaking, “On the other hand I am filled with power—with the Spirit of the Lord—and with justice and courage to make known to Jacob his rebellious act, even to Israel his sin.” [Where are the preachers that are going to speak to this generation, and tell them that a holy God will not tolerate sin?  Yes, you are living in the world, but you are not to be part of the world.  He has chosen you out of the world.  You are simply in the world to let the world see that there is another world, as Hebrew says, the world that is to come.  There is a world that is to come.  And we are to live, not in the light of this world, but as Hebrews tell us, we are to live in the light of the world that is to come, because who is like Jehovah?  So the question is, beloved, how are you living?  Are you caught up in the things of this world?  It is so easy, because it is so subtle.  You know what it is so subtle to do?  This is what the United States has done.  It is so subtle to follow the prophets—and not study the word.  It is so subtle to let somebody else do your thinking for you, to let somebody else explain God to you, to let somebody else say, “Now this is what you do, and this is what God says,” and this and this.  And God uses us, and you have got to know that.  He uses prophets, and He raises up His messengers, but how do you know the true from the false?  The only way that you know is by that plumb line.  That is the only way that you know.  God has dropped the word; it’s our plumb line.  

Jeremiah 23:15 says, “Therefore thus says the Lord of hosts concerning the prophets, ‘Behold, I am going to feed them wormwood and make them drink poisonous water, for from the prophets of Jerusalem pollution has gone forth into all the land.’” [This is why He must not only speak to the rulers, but He must speak to the prophets, because from them pollution has gone out to the land. (16) “Thus says the Lord of hosts, ‘Do not listen to the words of the prophets who are prophesying to you.  They are leading you into futility; they speak a vision of their own imagination,” [Because they are not hearing from God.] “not from the mouth of the Lord.  (17) They keep saying tot those who despise Me, ‘The Lord has said, “You will have peace”’; and as for everyone who walks in the stubbornness of his own heart,” [You’re not walking like you’re supposed to, but I want to tell you, precious one, peace is going to come upon you.  Peace, peace, peace.] “They say, ‘Calamity will not come upon you.’ (18) But who has stood in the council of the Lord, that he should see and hear His word?  Who has given heed to His word and listened?”  

Go to Micah 3:11.  “Her leaders pronounce judgment for a bribe, her priests instruct for a price, and her prophets divine for money.” [What do they all have in common?  Money!  That’s what they all have in common.  They have in common greed.  Why do people get in trouble in this world?  Because they think that happiness and peace and joy is found in things of this world.  They forget it is found in righteousness and justice, and remembering who is like Jehovah.  This is one of the things that distress me.  Did you know that people in the Christian circuit will say, “If you want me to come, it is going to cost you $2,000 or $3,000 an hour, and by the way, I really need to travel first class.”  I mean, Christianity is big business.  It is big business.  This is why I will never, ever, ever, charge a fee.  I have friends that do, and that is between them and God, and it is their living; but I always think, “If I don’t look at money, and I just say, ‘God, where do you want me?’ then I won’t be tainted by whether I say ‘yes’ or ‘no’ to go to a special place.  But I will go simply because God has told me to go.”  But it is so subtle.]  

Now watch.  Micah 3:11 says, “Her leaders pronounce judgment for a bribe, her priests instruct for a price, and her prophets divine for money.  Yet they lean on the Lord saying, ‘Is not the Lord in our midst?  Calamity will not come upon us.’” [“Calamity” is a word that I have started marking in my Bible, all the way through, the same way, a black cloud and then red on the inside.  They are saying calamity is not going to come upon us.] (12) “Therefore, on account of you (leaders, priests, prophets.)” [What were the priests to do?  The priests were to instruct in the word of God.  They were to teach the people how to live righteously before God.  Now we are jumping ahead, but in Malachi, God summarizes it so well for us in Malachi 2:7.  He tells us what the priests were to do. (7) “For the lips of a priest should preserve knowledge, and men should seek instruction from his mouth; for he is the messenger of the Lord of hosts.” [In other words, he is to teach them to know God.  Now what are you?  What are you in the New Testament?  How does God classify you?  He classifies you as a kingdom of priests unto God.  And, as a kingdom of priest unto God, you and I are sent into the world, and we are sent into the world, not to be of the world, not to be influenced of the world, but to stand there as God’s representatives, and to instruct, and to explain who is like Jehovah.  

Go back to Jeremiah 23:21.  “I did not send these prophets, but they ran.  I did not speak to them, but they prophesied. (22) But if they had stood in My council, then they would have announced My words” [Whenever you do a study, compare in that study how much of the study is man’s words, and how much of the study is God’s word.  Just look at it that way, because you can find out what man has to say, and man may be right on target; but if you don’t know what God has to say, and you just know what man has to say, then who are you relying on?  You’re relying on that man or that woman that taught you those things, and eventually your heart is drawn to that man or woman instead of God.  When you look at these people, this is what had happened.]  

I just want to go on to say—I heard the other day an interview, and this woman was telling how you interpret your dreams.  I thought, “My goodness, Lord, this book is big.  I’m supposed to live by every word here.  Why am I occupying myself with my dreams, and trying to figure them out, and hours trying to interpret my dreams?  Have You not already spoken?”  Beware of those subtle things that come along that really are of this world, but they’re in the guise of religiosity to seduce you.  When Jesus prayed, in John 17:15,17, that prayer, “I don’t ask You to take them out of the world, but I ask You to keep them from the evil one.”  Then He said, “Father, sanctify them; set them apart through Thy truth.”  Then He made this statement, “Thy word is truth.”  


So He goes on to say, in Jeremiah 23:28, “‘The prophet who has a dream may relate his dream, but let him who has My word speak My word in truth.  What does straw have in common with grain?’ declares the Lord.” [What is straw?  The dream.  What is grain?  The word.) (29) “‘Is not My word like fire?’ declares the Lord, ‘and like a hammer which shatters a rock? (30) Therefore behold, I am against the prophets,’ declares the Lord, ‘who steal My words from each other.’” [And He goes on and He says, “It’s the word, not your dreams.”  
Go to Isaiah 56:10, for I want to show you one other thing.  When did Isaiah prophesy?  Isaiah prophesied during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah.  So he started just before Micah, but he was a contemporary with Micah. (10) “His watchmen are blind, all of them know nothing.  All of them are mute dogs unable to bark,” [Who is a prophet?  Who is a priest?  They are watchman.) “dreamers lying down, who love to slumber; (11) and the dogs are greedy, they are not satisfied.  And they are shepherds who have no understanding; they have all turned to their own way, each one to his unjust gain, to the last one. (12) ‘Come,’ they say, ‘let us get wine, and let us drink heavily of strong drink; and tomorrow will be like today, only more so.’” [What are they occupied with?  Tomorrow, as today, this world.  And they forget.]


And what do they forget?  Micah 4 says that they forget the future.  One of the things, beloved, that will keep you from getting caught up with the things of this world, the things of this life, will be the knowledge of the future, of knowing that after death, life does not end, of knowing and understanding that, as Jesus told the parable, in Luke 19:11-27, this nobleman is going to go away.  He’s going to return, but before he goes away he is giving you ten minas each, and He is saying, “I want you to do business with this.  When I return, I am going to find out what you did.”  He’s coming, and there is a world to come; not like this world, but a world where righteousness and truth reigns, and where one, and only one, ruler sits on the throne, and that is the Lord Jesus Christ.  That world is coming, and you and I need to be prepared for that world, and we need to remember.  So now watch, what does he do?  What is Micah’s practice in his messages?  Judgment—promise, judgment—promise, judgment—promise.  Judgment, because God is just; promise, because God is unchanging.  

Then you come to Micah 4:1.  “And it will come about in the last days that the mountain of the house of the Lord will be established” [Now what has He just said?  “The mountain is going to be like the high places of a forest.  It is going to be gone, because Jerusalem is going to be plowed as a field.”]  Micah 3:12 says, “Zion will be plowed as a field (and that is Jerusalem).  Jerusalem will become a heap of ruins, and the mountain of the temple will become high places of a forest. (4:1) And it will come about in the last days that the mountain of the house of the Lord will be established as the chief of the mountains.  It will be raised above the hills, and the peoples will stream to it. (2) And many nations will come and say, ‘Come and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord and to the house of the God of Jacob, that He may teach us about His ways and that we may walk in His paths.’  For from Zion will go forth the law, even the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. (3) And He (the king, God, Jesus) will judge between many peoples and render decisions for mighty, distant nations.  Then they will hammer their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks; nation will not lift up sword against nation, and never again will they train for war.” [Hey, there is a future.  There is another world beyond this world.  There is another government beyond this government.  And you need to be ready.  And you and I need to live, not in the light of this present world, but we need to live in the light of the world that is to come.]


I want you to see that, in this society, we know of these two prophets, and Isaiah is coming, and Micah is coming, and God is speaking, because He wants His people to hear, and He wants His people to understand.  Isaiah 60:1 says, “Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. (2) For behold, darkness will cover the earth, and deep darkness the peoples; but the Lord will rise upon you and His glory will appear upon you. (3) And nations will come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising.”   [To whom is He speaking?  He is speaking to Israel.  So it says, “Many nations will come.  They are going to come to the light.”  Why?  Because they want truth.  So what is your job (and my job) now on this earth?  It’s not to be of this world; it’s to be in the world, but not of the world.  It is to be sanctified by the truth, and it is for you and me to let our light shine before men that they might see our good works and glorify our Father who is in heaven; and then seeing that, might want Him and might desire Him.]


Look at Isaiah 60:10.  This is what is going to happen.  “Foreigners will build up your walls, and their kings will minister to you;” [They were killing you, but now they are going to take their swords and they are going to beat them into plowshares.] “for in My wrath I struck you, and in My favor I have had compassion on you.” [Now what do you see?  You see the same thing in the messages of Micah-- the wrath that is going to strike you, but the compassion that is going to come.  You see that the book opens up with God being a witness against them.  You see that the book ends with God reminding them of His everlasting love.  It’s awesome.]  (11) “Your gates will be open continually; they will not be closed day or night, so that men may bring to you the wealth of the nations, with their kings led in procession.” [Listen, here is Israel.  All the nations look out to the north and south and east and west, and behold the kings that fought against them, the kings that raised their puny little hands against God, and look at them.  They are coming in procession, and they are bringing their jewels and everything to worship God, to come to Israel.  This is our future.] (12) “For the nation and the kingdom which will not serve you will perish,” [In that day when He is reigning, if they don’t serve you, they are going to perish.] “and the nations will be utterly ruined. (13) The glory of Lebanon will come to you, the juniper, the box tree, and the cypress together, to beautify the place of My sanctuary; and I shall make the place of My feet glorious.” [That’s where He is going to stand.] (14) “The sons of those who afflicted you will come bowing to you, and all those who despised you will bow themselves at the soles of your feet; and they will call you the city of the Lord, the Zion of the Holy One of Israel.” 


Let’s go on to Micah 4:6-7.  “‘In that day,’ declares the Lord, ‘I will assemble the lame, and gather the outcasts, even those whom I have afflicted. (7) I will make the lame a remnant, and the outcasts a strong nation, and the Lord will reign over them in Mount Zion from now on and forever.’” [Listen, this present world, these present governments, this present fame, these present treasures, are nothing, and they are accounted, as Paul says, as dung, as human waste, as animal waste, as excrement, in comparison to the knowledge of God.]


Isaiah 64:1 says, “Oh, that You would rend the heavens and come down, that he mountains might quake at Your presence — “ (5) “You meet him who rejoices in doing righteousness, who remembers You in Your ways.  Behold, You were angry, for we sinned, we continued in them a long time; and shall we be saved? (6) For all of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment; and all of us wither like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. (7) There is no one who calls on Your name, who arouses himself to take hold of You; for You have hidden Your face from us, and have delivered us into the power of our iniquities.’” [Is that what He did to Israel?  Yes, exactly.  That’s what He did to Israel.  Look at what you see.]  

Go back to Micah 4:9.  “Now, why do you cry out loudly?  Is there no king among you, or has your counselor perished, that agony has gripped you like a woman in childbirth?” [When those women went into childbirth, they didn’t lay down in a bed like we do.  They were on a birthing stool, or they were down like this, and He is look at them, and He sees them writhing in these labor pains.  He says to them.] (10) “Writhe and labor to give birth, daughter of Zion, like a woman in childbirth; for now you will go out of the city, dwell in the field, and go to Babylon.” [Because of your sins, because of your iniquities, I have to judge you.  Because you love this world rather than loving Me, because you allowed, and tolerated, and listened, and followed these evil rulers, and these evil priests and these evil prophets, because you wanted to hear peace, instead of hearing truth.  You wanted to continue in your iniquities, and have it called good, because you did not want to be reproved.  But listen to this; it is so beautiful.  He says, “Go to Babylon, go into captivity, but listen, there you will be rescued.] “There the Lord will redeem you from the hand of your enemies.” [In other words, you are going into captivity, but you are going to be rescued from captivity.]  

(11) “And now many nations have been assembled against you who say, ‘Let her be polluted, and let our eyes gloat over Zion.’ (12) But they do not understand the thoughts of the Lord,” [They don’t understand that a holy God judges, but a holy God never stops loving.  You’re going to see it in your homework next week, and it is beautiful.  I don’t want to take away the joy of it.] (13) “Arise and thresh, daughter of Zion, for your horn I will make iron and your hoofs I will make bronze, that you may pulverize many peoples, that you may devote to the Lord their unjust gain and their wealth to the Lord of all the earth.”  

Go to Isaiah 41:10.  “Do not fear, for I am with you; do not anxiously look about you, for I am your God.  I will strengthen you, surely I will help you, surely I will uphold you with My righteous right hand. (11) Behold, all those who are angered at you will be shamed and dishonored; those who contend with you will be as nothing and will perish. (12) You will seek those who quarrel with you, but will not find them, those who war with you will be as nothing and non-existent. (13) For I am the Lord your God, who upholds your right hand, who says to you, ‘Do not fear, I will help you.’” [Then He goes on to say what He is going to do.] (15) “Behold, I have made you a new, sharp threshing sledge with double edges; you will thresh the mountains and pulverize them, and will make the hills like chaff. (16) You will winnow them, and the wind will carry them away, and the storm will scatter them; but you will rejoice in the Lord, you will glory in the Holy One of Israel.” [Because someday you are going to come to your senses, and you’re going to realize who is like Jehovah.  And you’re going to live accordingly.]  

Go back to Micah 5:1.  “Now muster yourselves in troops, daughter of troops; they have laid siege against us; with a rod they will smite the judge of Israel on the cheek.  But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you One will go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel.  His goings forth are from long ago, from the days of eternity.” [Who is He speaking about?  He is speaking about Jesus.  He is speaking about the One, who says, in John 17:4, “I have glorified Thee on earth, and I have accomplished Your work.”  In v. 5, He says about Jesus, (5) “This One will be our peace.”   In John 16, what did He say to us?  In John 16, He is getting ready to go to the cross.  He is ready to go to the garden of Gethsemane, and just before He prays the prayer that we started with, this is what He says, (33) “These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace.  In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have over come the world.” [Out of Bethlehem Ephrathah, will come One who is to be the ruler in Israel.  And there will be no corruption in Him, and He will rule in righteousness.]  

There is a world to come.  This world and its lusts are going to pass away.  Don’t be caught up in it, but be caught up in God.  Don’t look at today, but focus on tomorrow, for He who is coming will come, and His reign will be absolutely glorious.  So remember, in this world you will have tribulations, but be of good cheer; I have over come the world.  Let’s pray.


Father, thank You, thank You for Your word.  Thank You for the truths of Your word.  Thank You, Father, for the prophets today, for the priests today, for the people who are salt and light, living in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation.  Thank You for those who are holding forth the word of life.  Thank You for those who are shining as lights in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation.  Thank You for those who have not loved this world, but who have remembered to look, not at the things which are seen, but at the things that are not seen, and to focus upon Your coming.  Father, thank You for those.  I pray that we would continue in their ranks.  I pray that we, Father, would not be conformed to this world, but that You would continue to transform us, as we study Your word, precept upon precept, as we allow You to teach us; that we, through Your precepts, would get understanding, and that we would hate every false way, so that we are not conformed to this world, but transformed from glory to glory into Your image, as we behold You in this world in the word.  We thank You now in Jesus’ name.  Amen.  
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