UNDERSTANDING THE ANGER OF GOD – LESSON 5
“The Crown Jewel of Truth”

Kay Arthur, Teacher

 Beloved, when you come to the book of Habakkuk it’s like coming to this setting that has the crown jewel of all of Scripture in it, and that crown jewel of all of Scripture is this—the just (or the righteous) man will live by faith.  Every thing in the word of God, from Genesis to Revelation, comes back to this crown jewel that is lifted up in the midst of these times in the history of Judah when everything is dark, and everything is troubled.  And here is this crown jewel—the just (or the righteous) man will live by faith.  I want us to walk through the first two chapters of the book of Habakkuk, and then at the end of the message, I want to give you five truths that you need to remember, that you need to hang on to.  But first, I want us to simply walk through the text.  I know that you have discussed the text, and I know that you have poured over the text, but I think that there is something beneficial about taking this time and walking through this book, verse by verse, and looking at what God is saying and discussing it together.  So that’s what we are going to do.  


Habakkuk 1:1.  “The oracle which Habakkuk the prophet saw.” [The burden that he saw, and his burden was this.] (2) “How long. O  LORD, will I call for help, and You will not hear?  I cry out to You, ‘Violence!’  Yet You do not save. (3) Why do You make me see iniquity, and cause me to look on wickedness?  Yes, destruction and violence are before me; strife exists and contention arises. (4) Therefore, the law is ignored and justice is never upheld.  For the wicked surround the righteous; therefore justice comes out perverted.” [Now as you stop and think (and many of you are going to be watching this a year from now, or several years from now, and I don’t know what is going on in your world at that time), but I can tell you that we have just come out of situations (filmed February, 2005) that have rocked the confidence in the United States of America.  I mean, you stop and think about the United Nations, and you think about the scandal with this “food for oil,” and how these people have come in.  These are leaders of the United Nations; these are people that are there to protect the world, so to speak, and make sure that the world is living in justice, and that nations are treating nations properly.  At least that is what they were there for (or supposedly there for), and here you have a scandal.  And here you have people that are taking money that has been given, and pocketing it, and putting it in banks and saving it for themselves.  You look at the Enron scandal.  You look at all the injustice of that, and all the people that were hurt, and their future was ruined as far as their finances, and as far as from a human perspective.  You look at it, and you say, “God, where are You?  God, why aren’t You doing something?  You are righteous.  You are Holy.  Why did these people get away with it?  Why didn’t you expose it?”  

Or let’s go back to common history with all of us—let’s go back to Hitler and study.  Do you ever watch the History Channel?  Do you ever look and see what was going on in our world at that time?  Do you look at these people, and do you say, “Where was God when Hitler was exterminating all these Jews?  Where were the other nations?  Why didn’t they rise up?  Why did they turn these ships loaded with Jews away from their shores and send them back to the ovens of Auschwitz, and the others?”  Where is God?  If God is God, and if He is righteous, and if He is Holy, and if He is love and He is compassion, where is He in the midst of all of this?  “Lord, where are You?  Bad things are happening.  Lord, where are You?”  So you cry out, and you ask this.  Is it all right?  Is it all right to ask this?  Did you glean anything from this?  Is it all right to ask God these questions?  Yes, it’s all right to ask God these questions.  It’s all right to ask God anything.  It’s all right to lay every problem, and every situation, and every question, and every doubt, and every little root or seed of possibly, “I don’t know if I can believe all of that,” and you can lay it at the feet of God, because God is God.  He has the answers.  

Go with me to Jeremiah 12, and you will see Jeremiah doing the same thing with God.  Now, when you studied the chart, you saw that Jeremiah was a contemporary of Habakkuk.  From all that we know, and all that we’ve looked at, we believe that Habakkuk was living during the same time as Jeremiah was prophesying.  In Jeremiah, Jeremiah, this great prophet, cries out to God.  He said (1) “Righteous are You, O LORD, that I would plead my case with You;” [I have a case; I have a question.  I’m in a turmoil, and I have got to know.] “Indeed I would discuss matters of justice with You:” [“I want to talk with You about justice, God.”  Why?  Because He’s the just One of all the earth.] “Why has the way of the wicked prospered?  Why are all those who deal in treachery at ease? (2) You have planted them, they have also taken root; they grow, they have even produced fruit.  You are near to their lips but You are far from their mind.” [You will see people who will pull God’s name out of the hat, so to speak, and use it when it is appropriate, use it when they want to convince or win somebody over, and yet you know that the name of God is on their lips, but it is not in their heart, and not in their mind because of the way that they live.  So Jeremiah was troubled also.]


Let’s go back to Habakkuk 1:3, and see what he is saying.  “Why do You make me see iniquity, and cause me to look on wickedness?  Yes, destruction and violence are before me;” [When you look at this, and you consider the book of Habakkuk, this is the nation of Israel.  This is where Habakkuk dwells.  Of course, he is in the Southern kingdom now, because the Northern kingdom is gone.  But he is not talking about problems out here among the heathen; he’s talking about problems here among people that have been hedged in by the book of the Law, that have the knowledge of God, that have been established as a nation to be a chosen nation upon all the face of the earth, a nation that is to be a priest unto God, a nation that is to reflect to the other nations what God is all about, who is to live under His rules and His statutes and His ordinances.  So he’s saying, “I am in this kind of a land; I am in this kind of society, and this is not what I expect.”]

The other day I picked up an article in “Christianity Today,” and I picked up the magazine, and at the top it said, “Dorm Brothels.”  So I turned in the magazine, because I wanted to read what he was saying about “Dorm Brothels,” because of my book, The Truth About Sex.  While I have been sick, I have turned on some television, and I have caught up with the world.  I thought, “You know, they’re talking about this sitcom, ‘Desperate Housewives.’  They’re talking about this sitcom, and they’re saying that this has won all these awards, that this is supposed to be the top show.  Okay, so what is this top show?  When I heard the title, when I first saw the advertisement, I determined that I wasn’t going to watch that.  I don’t watch television in the evenings very often anyway.  But I determined that I wasn’t going to watch that.  But now when it gets the awards and everything, I want to know what society is all hyped up about.  And so I turn it on.  I could not believe that.  I want to tell you something, I believe that if you keep watching that program, that you are going to be inoculated by the world, and that you are going to find (very subtly) your morals going away as you look at it, because I don’t believe that you can sit there and watch that stuff, and take the eyes of God and focus them on those things, and the ears of God and have them hear those things, because it is just nothing but immorality.  It is licentiousness, licentiousness, licentiousness.  

But you look at our society; do you expect that in the United States of America?  If you’re old enough,        when you go back, and you remember when you went away to school, where you were at a frat house, or you were at a sorority house, were people allowed in your bedroom?  When I was growing up, I didn’t entertain boys in my bedroom.  The boys that came to date me sat in the living room, where it was public territory, and where my daddy would be walking around.  I would know that he was there, and the boy would know that he was there.  He would want me to remember that he was there.  And now it’s like the article says, “The schools, the colleges, took over for the parents, because the parents were not there, so they would not allow certain things.”  But now it says that we are taking our women, and we are literally feeding them to the wolves.  We’re prostituting our daughters.  We are prostituting our daughters, and we are putting them out there, because the culture is so strong, then they just feel like if they haven’t done it, if they’re not doing it, then something is wrong.  I could go on, and tell you tale after tale about what’s going on in these dormitories, and what’s going on in these colleges, and how they’re encouraging this.  You can get a course on how to make pornographic movies.  That’s a course that you can take in college.  Something is terribly wrong.  And so we look at our society, because our society, the United States of America, started off with primers that taught about God, and taught you the alphabet by teaching you little rhymes about God, and we have departed from that.


So he’s looking at this, and saying, “Why God?”  I look at these things, and I know why these things are going on in our society, and it is our fault.  It is the fault of the church, because we haven’t lived by faith, because we have forgotten that the righteous man lives by faith.  We live by faith, by every word that comes out of the mouth of God.  No matter what society is doing, I am not to be a part of it; I am not to live that way.  I am to live according to the word of God.  That’s what I am to live according to.  This is where we are supposed to be.


(1:4) “Therefore, the law is ignored and justice is never upheld.  For the wicked surround the righteous; therefore justice comes out perverted. (5) Look among the nations!  Observe!  Be astonished!  Wonder!  Because I (God begins to speak) am doing something in your days—you would not believe if you were told.”  [He is saying to God, “Why?  Why?  Why do You allow these things?”  He says, “Look Habakkuk, I want you to know something, I am doing something.  I am doing something.  I am moving.”  He says, “I am doing something, and you wouldn’t believe it if you were told.”] (6) “For behold, I am raising up the Chaldeans, that fierce and impetuous people” [It’s like you take Babylon, and in the midst of Babylon are the Chaldeans.  So the Chaldeans become synonymous with the Babylonians, because they are right in that pool of Babylonians.]  He says, (6) “For behold, I am raising up the Chaldeans (Babylonians), that fierce and impetuous people who march throughout the earth to seize dwelling places which are not theirs. (7) They are dreaded and feared.  Their justice and authority originate with themselves. (8) Their horses are swifter than leopards and keener than wolves in the evening.  Their horsemen come galloping, their horsemen come from afar; they fly like an eagle swooping down to devour. (9) All of them come for violence.” [“Violence” is a key word in this book in the first two chapters.] “Their horde of faces moves forward.  They collect captives like sand. (10) They mock at kings, and rulers are a laughing matter to them.  They laugh at every fortress, and heap up rubble to capture it. (11) Then they will sweep through like the wind and pass on.  But they will be held guilty, they whose strength is their god.” [So where is their god?  Their god is within themselves.  We know from Chapter 2 that they make idols, but those idols are a figment of their own imagination.  They are a god of their own designing.  The God that you and I serve is not a God of our own design.  This is why, in a sense, Habakkuk has to go back to God and say, “Why are You allowing these things?”  Because he does not understand.  How can a righteous God allow such things?  How can a Holy God, an Omnipotent God, an Omniscient God, not stop what is going on?  Habakkuk doesn’t know, so he is learning about God.  And as he learns about God, and you and I watch him learn about God, there is something that you and I need to remember.  We need to remember that if there is no God such as our God, if there is no God like the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, if there is no God that is the One that spoke and brought the world into existence by the word of His power, if there is no God who in His sovereignty can take out of the mass of mankind one man, and form a nation from him, and through him all the nations of the earth be blessed.  If there is no God like our God, who says to His holy people that He raises up, “If you obey Me, I will bless you.  If you disobey Me, I will curse you.  I will judge you, because I am God.”  If there is no God like that, if we don’t believe in a God that has a standard that never moves, in whom there is no shadow of turning, or variance whatsoever of character, if there is no God, then there is no problem with justice.  Because where does justice come from?  Where does He say?  Justice originates in ourselves.  So I will do what I want to do.  I will decide what I want to decide.  If we don’t like something, we will simply change it.  So if there is no God there is no problem with justice.  There is no problem with fairness, because to whom am I accountable?  It’s just me.  If there is no God, then what matters about me getting rich if it makes you poor, because I am going to live?  I want to live well.  So I will trample you.  I will walk on your back in order to get what I want, or I will use you for my purposes, if there is no God.  
If there is no God, then there is no problem with wickedness, because who sets the standard?  Look at our society.  Look at the morals of our society.  How are they living?  As if there is no God.  Because they will have sex when they want to have sex; they will sex outside of marriage, they will have sex with a person of the same sex, they will have sex with someone that is married.  It doesn’t matter.  They’ll have sex with a child, if they want to, and they are adult.  They have sex with a relative, if they want to.  Why?  Because there is on God.  There is no god like our God.  So there is no problem with ruling unjustly.  There is no problem if justice is perverted, because justice originates with themselves.  There is no problem with manipulating, there is no problem with maneuvering, there is no problem with using people for your own benefit, for your own amusement.  So it originates with themselves, and whatever they want, it doesn’t matter.  It says here, (10) “Rulers are a laughing matter to them.  They laugh at every fortress, and heap up rubble to capture it.”  [This is the way they are.  So if there is no God, there is no problem with manipulating, maneuvering, using human beings for your own benefit, your own amusement, your own pleasure, your own entertainment.  What we have to understand is that we are a people who know that there is a God.  And we are living with the people that say there is no god, or they have a god, but their god is not like our God.  If you watch what is happening with the Muslims and the infiltration of Islam into our society, their god is not like our God.


So He goes on, and He looks at these people, and He (God) says, (11) “Then they will sweep through like the wind and pass on.  But they will be held guilty,” [Because there is a God.  And because there is only one God, they will be held guilty.  “Yes, you are seeing injustice.  Yes, the law is perverted.  Yes, things are not coming out all right, but Habakkuk, know this, I am at work.  I am at work, and I am raising up these people that are horrible, and cruel, and have no respect for any god except their own little gods, who are not like Me, who are idols, who are dumb idols that are overlaid with gold that have ears and can not hear, and eyes and they cannot see.  But I want you to know that these people that I am raising up, as a judge, as a hammer on My people, these people will be held guilty.”  You say, “I can’t figure that out.”  You don’t have to, because the just live by faith.  The just don’t sit here and critique God.  The just sit here (and the righteous sit here) and they learn about God, and they say, “This is My God.  He’s here.  He’s defined from Genesis 1, all the way through Revelation.  This is my God, and He is defined here.  And I embrace Him, and I accept Him.”  This is what Habakkuk’s saying.  


Habakkuk 1:12, “You’ve always been; You always will be, O LORD, my God, my Holy One?” [In the midst of all of his questions, and God’s answer, and what He’s doing, he’s saying, “Okay, God You’re from everlasting; You’re my LORD.  O LORD, You’re my God, You’re my holy One.  We will not die.”  What does he know?  He knows that God is a covenant keeping God.  He knows that God does not break His covenants.  He knows that he is able to trust the character of God, because God is from everlasting.  He is the same yesterday, today and forever.]  “You, O LORD, have appointed them to judge;” [“Yes, God, I bow my knee.  You are at work; You are raising them up; You have appointed them to judge.] “and you, O Rock, have established them to correct.” [Now listen, he calls God a Rock.  What does Moses call God in Moses’ song to the LORD?  What does he say at the end of Deuteronomy 32:4?


Listen to what he says, (32:1) “Give ear, O heavens, and let me speak; and let the earth hear the words of my mouth. (2) Let my teaching drop as the rain, my speech distill as the dew,” (3) “For I proclaim the name of the LORD; ascribe greatness to our God! (4) The Rock!  His work is perfect,” [So he says, in Habakkuk 1:12, “And You, O Rock, have you not established them to correct?” [His work is perfect.  The Rock, His work is perfect.] (4) “For all His ways are just; a God of faithfulness and without injustice, righteous and upright is He.” [This is our God; and he knows our God, but he still has a question.  What is the question?  “Why are You using such lousy people?  If You’re going to bring a judge against us, why don’t You use somebody better?  Why do You use somebody that is so awful?”]


Habakkuk 1:13, “Your eyes are too pure to approve evil, and You cannot look on wickedness with favor.  Why do You look with favor on those who deal treacherously?  Why are You silent when the wicked swallow up those more righteous than they? (14) Why have You made men like the fish of the sea, like creeping things without a ruler over them? (15) The Chaldeans bring all of them up with a hook,” [It’s not that they’re going in and slaughtering them as much with a sword (they weren’t known as the people with the sword), they were known as people that would just cast out the nets, and that they would put them on all these nations, and that they would just draw them into their lair, and just use them.] “drag them away with their net, and gather them together in their fishing net.  Therefore they rejoice and are glad. (16) Therefore, they offer a sacrifice to their net.” [These are people who don’t know that You exist.] “and burn incense to their fishing net; because through these things their catch is large, and their food is plentiful. (17) Will they therefore empty their net and continually slay nations without sparing?” [God, I know who You are.  I know that You are a Rock.  I know that we won’t die.  I know that You have established them to correct, but why them?  Why them?  I do not understand.]


Have you ever been at that point in your life?  When you have gone to court, and you have prayed fervently, and you have had lots of people praying, maybe that you would get your child in that case; maybe that the court would see how evil the other party was?  Yet you went, and the judge did not pass in favor of you?  Have you wondered where God was?  Have you said, “God, I don’t understand”?  And it is all right to say to God, “I don’t understand.”  So he is saying, “Okay God, this is my question.  Now I am going to go out, and I am going to stand on the rampart.  I am going to stand on the wall.”  Ezekiel was a watchman on the wall.  They were to see what was happening, and they were to warn the people because they were God’s spokesmen.  “So God, I am going out.  This is a conversation between You and me, God.  I’m not talking to the nations, but I’ve got to understand.  I want to know, so I am going out, and I’m going to stand on the rampart, and I’m going to wait for You to come and for You to reprove me, because I know that I am not seeing this right.  I know that You have got to show me what is going on.  This is what I am going to do.”]

Habakkuk 2:1, “‘I will keep watch to see what He will speak to me, and how I may reply when I am reproved.’ (2) Then the LORD answered me, and said, ‘Record the vision and inscribe it on tablets, that the one who reads it may run. (3) For the vision is yet for the appointed time; it hastens toward the goal, and it will not fail.  Though it (the vision) tarries, wait for it; for it will certainly come, it will not delay.’” [It is very interesting, because you could translate that last line, “For the coming One will come.  He will not delay.”  What is He doing?  Watch what He is doing?  He is taking him, and saying, “Okay, there is a future.  Something is going to happen.  It is not going to delay; it is going to come.  You may get impatient in waiting for it, but wait, because it is going to happen—so you wait.  Because He is God, because He is at work, because He’s at work whether you seeing Him at work or not, He is doing something.  You may not understand what He is doing, you may not be able to figure out why these evil people are getting away with this evil, but you can know this, that I am going to tell you this, you write it down.  I want you to understand it.  And I want you to put it where everybody can read it, because those that read it, I want them to take it, and I want them to run with it.  Because this message in here (the believers), needs to get out here (non-believers), because out here are people that are going to eventually move into the kingdom of God.  You’ve got to go out, and not only that, but you have to put people without excuse .  God says, “Men are without excuse,” and you just add to it, because you are going out there, and you are salt and light.  Here is the vision; here is the understanding.  Now take it and run.  Don’t keep it to yourself.  Get it out there, because it is going to happen.  It will not fail.]


This is what He says: (4) “Behold, as for the proud one, his soul is not right within him;” [Now who is the proud one?  The proud one is the one out here (area of none believers).  The proud one is the one that says there is no God.  There is the proud one that refuses to believe that God is who He is, and who lives opposite of what God says live.  He has no fear of God—that is the proud one.] “His soul is not right within him; but the righteous will live by his faith.”  [This is my message to you.  You may not understand all these things, and you may not understand why I am using a people like this, but I want you to know one thing.  You live by your faith.  It doesn’t matter, you can ask Me questions.  You can come to Me and lay it all out, but you may not always get all the answers.  You may pray fervently, and it may not come out the way that you prayed.]


I have a friend right now that has cancer so badly.  He is in such a state, and I know with all my being that God could speak a word and heal that man, and He hasn’t done it.  Instead it’s like He’s heaping coals of fire on his head, with one thing after another after another after another.  So what do you do?  You read about a child that is being sexually molested, and will be murdered, and you find out later that that child was crying out to God, because the murderer later confesses.  And you think, “Where was God?  Where was God?”  The LORD is in His holy temple.  And how am I to live?  I am to live by faith.  I don’t understand it all.  I don’t know how to explain it to everybody else, but I know this, that what God says is true, and that I am to take it, and I am to run with it, and I am to share it.  I am to know this, that the righteous man will live by his faith.  So I know who my God is.  “O LORD, my God.  The Rock.  You never change.  You never move.  Your ways are just, and I am going to live by faith.”]


And this is what He says, and this is the crown jewel of all of scripture.  The Jews, in the Talmud, wrote this:  The 613 precepts that are laid out in the Old Testament Law given at Mr. Sinai, are all encapsulated in this one verse.  “The just will live by faith.”  In other words, here all these ordinances.  How do I live?  How does the righteous man/woman live?  We live by faith.  We live by faith in what God says, in who God is, whether I understand, or don’t understand, no matter what happens.  We see it at the end of the book.  Habakkuk 3:17 says, “Though the fig tree should not blossom and the there be no fruit on the vines …and there be no cattle in the stalls, (18) yet I will exult in the LORD, I will rejoice in the God of my salvation.” [I will rejoice in my God and my Savior, and I will walk with hinds’ feet on high places.”  This is the message.  The just will live by faith.  The righteous man will live by faith.  If you’re going to live right, no matter what all these people do, no matter all these people that have no god like our God, we live this way.  

Go to Hebrews 10:32.  It is so awesome, because the setting of this passage is Jews that have come to know Jesus Christ that are suffering for their faith, that are being put in prison, that are having their property taken away from them, that are being made a public spectacle.  He is going to quote Hebrews 2:3-4 in this passage; he is talking about God judging these people, etc.  (32) “But remember the former days, when, after being enlightened,” [After being enlightened—you were enlightened.  You got the truth.] “you endured a great conflict of sufferings,” [You got saved, and instead of having life get easier, it got worse.] (33) partly, by being made a public spectacle through reproaches and tribulations and partly by becoming sharers with those who were so treated. (34) For you showed sympathy to the prisoners, and accepted joyfully the seizure of your property,” [Can you imagine somebody comes and steals, and you say, “Here, I give it to you.”] “knowing that you have for yourselves a better possession and a lasting one.” [Where were they looking?  They were looking to the future.  They were not looking at the present, and they were looking to this future that the LORD is in His holy temple (the future that we are going to look at in just a minute.)] (35) “Therefore, do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward. (36) For you have need of endurance (perseverance), so that when you have done the will of God, you may receive what was promised.” [Here He quotes.] (37) “For yet in a very little while, He who is coming will come, and will not delay.” 

Keep your hand there, and go back to Habakkuk 2:3b.  “Though it tarries (the vision), wait for it; for it will certainly come, it will not delay.” [Or you could translate it, “for the coming One will come.”  He who is coming, will come, and will not delay.  So you are looking to the future, looking to the coming One.]


Go back to Hebrews 10:38.  “But My righteous one shall live by faith;” [You’re in all these trials, and you’re in all these troubles, and things aren’t going right, and you are being persecuted, and all these things are happening to you, but My righteous one shall live by faith; and if he shrinks back,” [If he shrinks back from faith] “My soul has no pleasure in him.” [Why?  “Because without faith, it is impossible to please God.”  Do you realize how simple the Christian life is, and yet how hard?  It is as simple as whatever God says, you believe it.  Whatever God says, you rest in it.  Whatever God says, you do it.  That’s how simple it is.  And it is as difficult as all this world crashing in around you, and things not going the way you think they ought to go, and God seemingly, possibly, at times not hearing.] (39) “But we are not of those who shrink back to destruction, but of those who have faith to the preserving of the soul.” [Go back to Habakkuk 2:4.  He says, “The righteous man shall live by his faith.”]  

I want to give you five things that you need to remember when you are distressed, when you are confused, when you are troubled, when you are frustrated, when you are anxious.  Five things that I believe that we can get from the book of Habakkuk at this point—that we need to remember.  


#1 - Habakkuk 1:5.  God is doing something; nothing is without purpose.  So in the midst of that frustration, in the midst of that trial or that trouble, or that unfairness or injustice, you need to remember this, that God is doing something.  Nothing is without purpose.  Nothing is without purpose.  I know some people who have found themselves in the most horrendous, horrendous situations.  Even my friend John right now, in all that he is going through.  He was treated with radiation at the age of 24 when he had Hodgkin’s disease.  Now he can’t even stand something to touch his skin, and he lives in pain all the time.  Yet he is concerned about me and my foot surgery.  I look at him, and he said, “Sometimes I am battling depression, sometimes it is so hard not to be able to sleep, and be in pain all the time.”  Yet from there he goes immediately into the grace and graciousness of God, and he says, “I wouldn’t change what I have learned in all of this, and what I have experienced of God.  I wouldn’t change it for anything.”  See, the thing that you and I need to do, that you’re going to find out because of who our God is, and because His sovereignty rules over all, and because the LORD is always in His holy temple, you and I are going to learn that no matter what comes our way, and no matter the fact that we can’t see, and God seems far off and deaf to our cry in not hearing us, and not moving, and like He’s sitting on His omnipotent hands and doing nothing, that God is doing something.  We just can’t see it, because we’re looking at today, and we’re not looking at tomorrow.  We are not looking at the future, so we live by faith during that time.  


#2 – It will not destroy you.  Whatever is causing this disturbance, or this pain, or this anxiety, it will not destroy you, and you have to be convinced of that.  That’s in Habakkuk 1:12.  “We will not die.”  And God promises you, in Philippians 1:6, (He’s talking about salvation) “He who began a good work in you will perfect it.” [Complete what?  Your salvation.  And your salvation means that you get all the benefits of heaven.  When He wipes away all your tears, and there is no more pain, and no more sorrow, and no more tears, and no more death.  You have that promise, you have that joy, you have that expectancy, Jesus is coming.  When He starts to move He will not delay.  It is going to happen.  It is part of the vision (and you can write it down), it is absolute certainty.  And you stand there, and you hold on to that, and in the midst of all of this you know that it will not destroy you.  Have you got it?  It will not destroy you.  We will not die.  

What does God say in Romans 8:28-29?  “We know (how do we know?  By faith) that God keeps on causing all things to work together for good.” [He does not cause all things to be good.  He causes all things, the evil, whatever] “to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose.  (29) “For those whom He foreknew (before the foundation of the world), He also predestined (He marked out before hand) to become conformed to the image of His Son.” [So you are not going to die; you are going to make it.  You may want to die, and I have been in situations, and I have thought, “I don’t want this pain.  I want to die.”  There was a time when I seriously considered committing suicide to hurt a loved one who was hurting me.  And I never would have known the joy that I know from that loved one, if I had done that.  But the pain was so great, so great, but you have got to know, you will not die.  You will make it.  You will survive.  God has a purpose in it.  You may not see it until you step into eternity, but you will see it, because that purpose is designed to make you like Jesus.  When you are more like Jesus, and you see Him face to face, you’re not ashamed.  

Hebrews 12:6, which is the chastening chapter, and we forget this, “whom the LORD loves He chastens.”  He disciplines.  What is God doing with the Babylonians?  He is disciplining.  Yes, He is using a lousy people, but that’s God’s choice, and He’s disciplining.  You see, in Hebrew 12:7, “It is for discipline that you endure; God deals with you as with sons;”  

Go to the end of Habakkuk.  Will Habakkuk endure?  What does He say?  Habakkuk 3:17, “Though the fig tree should not blossom and there be no fruit on the vines…and there be no cattle in the stalls, etc.” (19) “I will walk with hinds’ feet on His high places.” [He will endure.]  He says, in Hebrews 12:7, “You endure; God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom his father does not discipline? (8) But if you are without discipline, of which all have become partakers, then you are illegitimate children and not sons.” (10) “For they (our earthy fathers) disciplined us for a short time as seemed best to them, but He (our heavenly Father) disciplines us for our good, so that we may share His holiness. (11) All discipline for the moment seems not to be joyful, but sorrowful; yet (afterwards) to those who have been trained by it, afterwards it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness.” [The righteous man shall live by faith.]  


#3 – When you are distressed, confused and troubled, frustrated and anxious, you are to live by faith.  Habakkuk 2:4.  I think, “God, get this in my head.  Get this in my heart.  Get this in my hands.  Get this in my feet.  Get this in my mouth.  I am to live by faith.  My only responsibility is to discover what You say.”  And I am so proud of you for going through these prophets.  I know that it is not easy wrestling with the text, but God put these things in the book because they are important to us.  He wants you to understand them.  You have paid the price, and I am so proud of you for doing that so that you know the word of God.  Now, we know it; so we are to live by it.  

In Genesis 18:25, God is getting ready to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah because of their sin.  Finally this is going to happen.  In 18:25, God comes (in a theophany) and He talks to Abraham, and Abraham talks back to Him.  He tells him that He is going to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah.  Abraham says (25) “Far be it from You to do such a thing, to slay the righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous and the wicked are treated alike.  Far be it from You!  Shall not the Judge of all the earth deal justly?” [Remember that, “Shall not the Judge of all the earth deal justly?”  Now you live by that.  You live by the fact that it is unfair, and it is inequitable, but the Judge of all the earth will deal justly.  There is a payday someday.  There is a reward someday.  


#4 – Someday all things will be right.  Everything will be all right.  Someday everything will be all right.  The earth will be filled with the knowledge of God.   That’s in Habakkuk 2:14.  You know the woes, and you have discussed the woes.  By the way, those woes are very good and very important there, because as you look at Him saying, “Woe to the Babylonians for what they are doing.”  Just know this, if He says, “Woe to the Babylonians for what they are doing”, it is, “Woe to any man that does that.”  Woe to any man who lives on credit because they are not living by faith.  See, woe to any man that takes the city by bloodshed, etc. these things, because they are not living by faith.  So you and I need to understand that someday all will be right.  The earth will be filled with the knowledge of the Lord.  In the middle of all these woes, this is what He says.  Habakkuk 2:14 “For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea.”  

You see, we have all these unrighteous people, all these people that are living as if there is no God such as our God, but they will not get away with it.  They will be called to account.  They will stand before the righteous Judge of all the earth at the great white throne judgment.  Every deed of theirs will be brought before God.  There are books that are kept, and the righteous God will judge.  The righteous God will judge.  You and I have to know that there is a day coming when all the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the Lord.  So, you who have been laughed at, and you who have been scoffed at, and you who have been despised, and you who have been the back or stepping stone of a person to elevate himself.  I think about Germans standing on the backs of Jews and doing terrible things and mocking them.  All of that will be brought to the light.  Those will see that God is God because every knee will bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus is Lord, to the glory of God.  The earth will be filled with the knowledge of the Lord, and you and I need to remember that, so that when you are living with this injustice right now, when the evil people seem to get away with what they’re doing, you and I then can rest, because there is a day coming.


#5 – The LORD is in His holy temple.  Habakkuk 2:20.  That means that His sovereignty rules over all, and it means that God in His holy temple never moves from His throne.  “The LORD is in His holy temple, let all the earth do keep silence before them.”  They’re not going to be able to answer God back.  They’re not going to have an excuse.  They’re not going to say, “But I…”  “Didn’t you know…?”   At that time there will be no questioning of God—none whatsoever.  


When I think of all this, I think of Psalm 73:1-3.  It says, “Surely God is good to Israel, to those who are pure in heart! (2) But as for me, my feet came close to stumbling; my steps had almost slipped. (3) For I was envious of the arrogant.”  Remember, the proud are not right with God.  The proud are those that do not believe God, do not submit to God.  And He says, “I looked at them and saw all that they had, and I was envious of them.”  Then it says, “Then I was senseless and arrogant, I turned, and I saw this, (25) “Whom have I in heaven but You?  And besides You, I desire nothing on earth. (26) My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever. (27) For, behold those who are far from You will perish; You have destroyed all those who are unfaithful to You. (28) But as for me, the nearness of my God is my good; I have made the LORD God my refuge, that I may tell of all Your works.”  


You have the answers.  They are here in Habakkuk.  The world needs to hear them.  You need to take the vision, and you need to read it carefully, and you need to run with it.  And you need to know it is coming.  You may have to wait, but it is coming.  It will not delay.  Let’s pray.


Father, thank You, thank You for Your word.  Thank You, Father, that it is a sure word of prophesy.  Thank You, Father, that it is a light that shines in a dark place.  And that is exactly what Habakkuk gives, a light that is shining for Habakkuk in a dark place, when he doesn’t know and understand what is going on.  Father, here is the crown jewel, and it should be the centerpiece of our lives too, and that is that the righteous will live by faith.  Father, we know from studying the Scriptures that our salvation begins with faith; it’s maintained by faith, sustained by faith, it’s from faith to faith.  We thank You that it’s there simply for the believing, a believing that embraces and lives in the light of it.  So, Father, I pray that when it comes our way, whatever comes our way, that we will remember that You are not an absentee God, that You are there, that You are doing something, that this is not without purpose.  I pray that we will remember that it will not destroy us; it’s not more than we can bear.  You do not give us more than we can bear.  I pray, Father, that we would remember that we are to cling to Your word as the waist band clings to the waist of a man, that we are to live by faith.  I pray, Father, that we would remember that someday, someday, everything will be all right, because the earth will be filled with the knowledge of You as the waters cover the sea.  And we have not delved and seen the depths of the bottoms of these oceans, because they’re filled, they are covered with the water.  I thank You, Father, that the knowledge of You will cover this earth.  And Father, that we can remember, that no matter what happens that you are in Your holy temple.  We can shut our mouths, and in that silence, even as they do when there is silence in all of heaven in Revelation, that we can know that You are God.  Thank You, Father, thank You.  Now Father, hearing it is one thing, living it is another; may we live it.  In Jesus’ name I pray.  Amen.
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