UNDERSTANDING THE ANGER OF GOD – LESSON 6

“Understanding the Anger of God”
Kay Arthur, Teacher

 Where are you right now, beloved?  I know that you are sitting there.  I know that you are watching this videotape, but where are you spiritually?  As we bring this series on “Understanding the Anger of God” to a close, do you know where God is?  Do you understand who He is?  As you think about that, do you understand, have you gotten the point, that there is a harvest for sin?  That God cannot overlook sin because God is holy; and because God is righteous, and because God is just, He cannot overlook sin.  Have you possibly experienced the chastening of the Lord?  Or are you now enduring the chastening of the Lord, the disciplining of the Lord, because you knew how to walk, you knew what the word of God said, but you stepped over the line.  You trespassed; you went off the path.  So, are you currently experiencing the chastening of God?  What are you going to do?  And how are you going to go forward?  Or, possibly, are you watching with fear for your loved ones?  Are you watching with fear for a friend or a loved one who will not acknowledge God as God?  One who will not submit to God, accepting His commandments and His judgments at face value?  Rather taking them, and twisting them, and making them say something that they do not say.  People who make excuses for their obvious lack of faith, and they say, “Well, I just didn’t know.  Well, God understands.”  Or people who look at you, and say, “You don’t understand.  You just don’t understand.”  Or what about people who simply say to you, “Leave me alone.  Just leave me alone, and go away?”  Where are you today?  How are you going to live in the light of what you’ve learned?  What do you need to do, as we bring Habakkuk to a close?  Habakkuk has some decisions to make.  As we bring Habakkuk to a close, as we bring this series to a close, you have some decisions to make.  What will be your resolve as we finish this course?  What are you going to resolve to do?  Well, I want us to talk about it.  Before we talk about it, I want us to review the books that we have studied, the Minor Prophets that we have looked at in this series, “Understand the Anger of God.”  

Of course, we will begin with Micah.  As we look at Micah, remember Micah’s name is “who is like Jehovah,” and you see that at the end of the message.  In Micah 1:2, it says, “Hear, O peoples, all of you; listen, O earth and all it contains, and let the Lord GOD be a witness against you.” [This is how Micah opens up.  As you go to Micah 6:2, you remember…] “Listen, you mountains, to the indictment of the LORD; …The LORD has a case against His people (Israel).  The Lord has an indictment against Israel.  The Lord is a witness against Israel.” [So, you see in Micah that he comes with three messages to the children of God, three messages from this one whose name is “who is like Jehovah.”  He wants them to understand that there is judgment for sin.  The thing that we need to remember is that our society does not want to believe this.  They do not want to believe this.  They don’t want to believe there is an absolute, that there is a right, and that there is a wrong.  We are living in a day and time when everybody wants to do what’s right in their own eyes.  We don’t want to restrain ourselves.  We want to live the way we want to live, we want to dress the way we want to dress, we want to do to our bodies whatever we want to do, we want to feed it whatever we want to feed it, we want to drink whatever we want to drink, and we want to just have this little world revolve around us.  That is something that has to be resolved.  So this is where we’re living right now.  We are living in a time of no absolutes.  What we need to understand, and God wants His people to understand, because this is a book that is directed to His people, to His nation, to the Northern kingdom and to the Southern kingdom.  He is talking about the judgment of Samaria, and that.  He is saying, “There is judgment for sin.”  But the second part of his message is this: “but His anger does not last forever, because He delights in unchanging love.”  So who is like Jehovah, the one who judges sin, but His anger does not last forever, but He delights in unchanging love.

Well, I want us to look at several verses that deal with the anger, or just the versus that mention anger in the book of Micah.  The first time that anger is mentioned is in Micah 5:15.  God is saying, “And I will execute vengeance in anger and wrath on the nations which have not obeyed.”   Now you say, “O, then Israel gets away with it?”  O, no!  Because if you look at 5:10, it says, “It will be in that day,” declares the LORD, “that I will cut off your horses from among you and destroy your chariots. (11) I will also cut off the cities of your land and tear down all your fortifications.” [So there He is talking to Israel.  But then He makes the statement, “And I will execute vengeance in anger and wrath on the nations which have not obeyed.”]  

Now what is the thing that you see about the anger of God?  The anger of God is not isolated to one nation.  It is not reserved for Israel.  So many times we think, “Okay, who is God?  Who is Jehovah?  Who is like Jehovah?”  Well, He is the God of Israel.  The god of the Arabs is different, and the god of the Indians is different, so it is like there are many, many gods, but there aren’t many, many gods.  There are many gods in man’s imagination, but there is only one God.  And this is what He says in Isaiah.  “I am the Lord; there is no other.  There is no other God beside Me.”  Because there is no other God beside Him, it is not only Israel, His chosen people, that is answerable to Him, but it is the nations.  This is what He is letting us know, because He is God, and because He is holy, and because there is judgment for sin, and because God expects all people to acknowledge Him and to obey Him, then He will execute anger.  

Look at Micah 7:18.  “Who is a God like You, who pardons iniquity.” [So we have seen that Micah is about the judgment for sin, but His anger does not last forever.  He is a God that pardons iniquity.  This is what you need to remember.  If you’re under the chastening hand of God, beloved, you can know this, that you are under the chastening hand of God because God loves you, because God cares for you, and He is disciplining you.  


Go to Hebrews 12:5 (which I call the chastening chapter or the disciplining chapter).  And He tells us, “and you have forgotten the exhortation which is addressed to you as sons,” [He is speaking to believers.  He is speaking to Jewish believers that are undergoing persecution; and it is rough, and they are wavering in their faith, they are weak in their faith.  Some of them are in danger of drifting away, so to speak.  So he is exhorting them.  He says, (5) “and you have forgotten the exhortation which is addressed to you as sons, ‘My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor faint when you are reproved by Him; for those whom the Lord loves He disciplines, and He scourges every son whom He receives.’ (7) It is for discipline that you endure;’” [You endure because you want to reap the benefits of that discipline.] “God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom his father does not discipline? (8) But if you are without discipline, of which all” [all what?  All sons, all children of God] “have become partakers, then you are illegitimate children and not sons.” [He is talking here about chastening.]


When you come down to Micah 7:18, we find, “Who is a God like You, who pardons iniquity and passes over the rebellious act of the remnant of His possession?” [Who is the remnant?  They are the faithful ones.  The remnant is the ones who that continue to believe.  They’re not without sin, but they are faithful.] “He does not retain His anger forever, because He delights in unchanging love.” [Now, in understanding the anger of God, if you’re going to stand strong, and wherever you are, or whatever situation, you have to understand that if you are a child of God, that He will judge sin in your life.  But He will not retain His anger forever.  A lot of Christians don’t understand that.   They think, “God is mad at me.  I have blown it, and it is over, and I might as well continue in the way I am continuing.”  No, if you are going to understand the anger of God, you need to understand that God does not retain His anger forever.  He delights in unchanging love.  He loves you.  He loves you.  Job understood this.  Job understood that “though He slay me,” what did Job say?  “I will trust Him,” because Job knew that his redeemer lived.  He knew that he would see Him on the last day.  It says in Micah 7:19, “He will again have compassion on us; He will tread our iniquities under foot.  Yes, You will cast all their sins into the depths of the sea. (20) You will give truth to Jacob and unchanging love to Abraham, which You swore to our forefathers from the days of old.” [So I want you to see that, and I want you to understand that.]


Okay, so Micah is “who is like Jehovah.”  God is speaking to His people, and we know this, that there is judgment for sin, but His anger doesn’t last forever.  Right?  He has unchanging love.  So, who is like Jehovah?  
We don’t like anger, you know (unless we’re the ones that are angry, and then it is perfectly all right, because they shouldn’t have done what they did to us).  But if you study anger, it is God that is angry more than anyone else.  And it is God that is angry more than anyone else because God is righteous, because God is holy; and because God is just, He has to move.  But you and I need to understand, as we look at the anger of God, that His anger does not last forever.  You need to remember that.  That’s very, very important.  


Then we come to Nahum.  Nahum means “comfort or consolation.” That’s what Nahum’s name means.  That’s the second book that you studied.  When you look at Nahum, you see that God judges those who afflict His people.  God gets very angry at those that afflict His people.  Now Nahum is a prophesy about Nineveh.  It is a message that is given by a Jewish prophet in regard to Nineveh, and yet it speaks to Israel.  What I want you to see and remember about Nahum is that God judges those who afflict His people.  Although God is slow to anger, His justice prevails.  Now if you can just think of you as the children of Israel, and think of me as the Assyrians, with the cruel whip in my hand, and the description of the Assyrians.  So here I am.  I don’t acknowledge God.  I have idols, I worship these idols, and I am totally removed from God; and yet I am afflicting the people of God.  How does that make God feel?  Angry, that’s how it makes God feel.  You say, “Then why doesn’t He do something about it?”  He will—in His time.  What you and I need to understand is, yes, God’s anger is a righteous anger, but it is an anger that is slow to express itself.  So when we go to Nahum, what I want you to see is in Nahum 1:2.  Right from the beginning in this oracle that God is giving to Nineveh, He says (2) “A jealous and avenging God is the LORD; the LORD is avenging and wrathful…He reserves wrath for His enemies.” [Got that?  He reserves wrath for His enemies, not for you.] (3) “The LORD is slow to anger and great in power,” [And you need to remember.] “that the Lord will by no means leave the guilty unpunished.”  This is what He wants you to see in the book of Nahum.  

Look also at 1:5.  “Mountains quake because of Him, and the hills dissolve;” [I want you to remember that.  It ought to take you to the imagery of what you studied in Habakkuk 3.] “Indeed the earth is upheaved by His presence, the world and all the inhabitants in it. (6) Who can stand before His indignation?  Who can endure the burning of His anger?” [What burning anger?  It says in 2 Peter 3:10 that this world is going to be destroyed by fire.  Let me show you something, because it is a great, great passage, and a great little book.] (10) “But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up.” [This is what is going to happen.  Do you see how, when you begin to study the Minor Prophets, as you study the Old Testament, how the Old Testament and the New Testament integrate together, and how when you read the New Testament you appreciate it so much more, because you’re remembering what you saw in the Old Testament?]


In Nahum 1:6, it says, “Who can stand before His indignation?  Who can endure the burning of His anger?  His wrath is poured out like fire, and the rocks are broken up by Him.”  Now go back to 2 Peter 3:11, and this is what you see.  (11) “Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness,(12) looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the elements will melt with intense heat! (13) But according to His promise we are looking for new heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells.” [The anger of God will be spent.  The anger of God will be over, because all sin will be dealt with properly.  And if it is dealt with properly, then God’s justice and righteousness and holiness are upheld.]  

Go back to Nahum 1:6. “Who can stand before His indignation?  Who can endure the burning of His anger?  His wrath is poured out like fire and the rocks are broken up by Him.” [But what does he tell you?] (7) “The LORD is good,” [You understand the anger of God, but do you understand that the Lord is good?] “a stronghold in the day of trouble, and He knows those who take refuge in Him.” [Now watch the contrast again.] (8) “But with an overflowing flood He will make a complete end of its site,” [Whose site?  Nineveh’s site.] “and will pursue His enemies into darkness.”  So all the way through He is talking about the coming judgment of Nineveh.  But come down to 1:15, “Behold, on the mountains the feet of him who brings good news, who announces peace!  Celebrate your feasts, O Judah; pay your vows.  For never again will the wicked one” [these Ninevehites, these Assyrians] “pass through you; he is cut off completely.”


You see, as you look at Nahum, and I want you to remember that, God judges those who afflict His people, but God is slow to anger.  So you have to remember that, because it’s been a hundred years since the book of Jonah, and the Assyrians have been awful, awful, awful.  But God is slow to anger.  Now it is interesting that when you come to the end of the book of Jonah, when you come to the end of the book of Nahum, it’s not with hope.  It’s not with hope, because it’s dealing with those that are not God’s people.  But when you look at a book that deals with God’s people, all the prophets end in hope.  When we come to Habakkuk, what do we see?  We see the name of Habakkuk is “embracer.”  First we have Micah, “who is like Jehovah.”  Then Nahum is “the comfort or consolation” to those that are being inflicted, the comfort and consolation that God is angry, and God will eventually judge their sin.  So if you are going to make it, I don’t know what you are going through, I don’t know where you are, but I can tell you, if you will remember who is like Jehovah, He is comfort, He is consolation.  

So then, what are you to do?  He is comfort, He is consolation, so you are to embrace Him, because there is no one like Jehovah.  So as you remember that, once again we come to the wrath and the anger of God, because the theme of the series is “Understanding the Anger of God.”  Now when you study Zephaniah, which we have woven in with the Kings, and when you study Josiah (you’re going to study Zephaniah, because the two fits together, and we wanted you to catch the whole thing), you’re going to see a lot about the anger of God.  


But when you look at Habakkuk, you don’t see “anger” mentioned until Chapter 3.  Go to Habakkuk 3:1. “A prayer of Habakkuk the prophet, according to Shigionoth. (2) Lord, I have heard the report about You and I fear.” [I fear.  Fear is to have respect.  Fear is sometimes to tremble.  We know that His heart pounds, and that His inward heart trembles in v. 16.] (2) “LORD, I have heard the report about You and I fear.  O LORD, revive Your work in the midst of the years, in the midst of the years make it known; in wrath remember mercy.” [Now it doesn’t say “anger,” but anger and wrath go together.  So in wrath remember mercy.  Now you come down to v.8.] (8) “Did the LORD rage against the rivers, or was Your anger against the rivers, or was Your wrath against the sea, that You rode on Your horses, on Your chariots of salvation?” [Yes!  Yes, it was.  It was in wrath; it’s in anger; it’s in a righteous, holy, indignation that God is coming for salvation.  He’s got to deal with sin.  So you have to understand and appreciate the anger of God is the execution of His righteousness.  The anger of God is the execution of His righteousness.  It is the confirmation of His holiness.  It is the confirmation of His holiness, because if God was not angry, then He would not be holy, because if He was not holy, then He would just accept anything.  And He would look at sin, and He would tolerate it, and there would be no division and no definition between holiness and righteousness.  

Habakkuk 3:12 says, “In indignation You marched through the earth; in anger You trampled the nations. (13) You went forth for the salvation of Your people, for the salvation of Your anointed.” [This is why you went forth—Your holiness, Your righteousness demanded it, and You had to act.  So, once again we see (under-standing the anger of God) that His anger is just.  We see that His anger is right.  We see that His anger is an expression of who He is.  It is an expression of His righteousness.  It is a confirmation of His holiness, that He is a God who is holy, that He is a God that has standards.  So then when you look at Habakkuk, what are we to remember?  I would like to do it in verses, and I would like to show you what I believe is important from the book of Habakkuk for you to remember.  

In Habakkuk 2:14, you need to remember that “the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea.”  So whatever circumstance that you’re in right now, whatever you are experiencing, whatever conflicts you are in, whatever persecution that you are receiving, whatever rejection that you’re experiencing, you need to remember this, some day the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD.  The “glory” is the correct opinion, the correct estimate of who He is.  You see a lot of people today don’t have a correct opinion, a correct estimate, of who God is, because they’re not in the Word.  So the God that they worship is a God that they have discerned from radio, or from television, or from someone else, or from peoples’ behavior, but they have no plumb line that shows them what God is really like.  The earth will someday be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea.  Awesome, isn’t it?  If you can remember that, then you can get through the trials.  If you can remember that, then you can get through the distresses, and the questions, and the things that trouble you, that someday all is going to be understood.  

The second thing that you need to remember is from Habakkuk 2:20.  “But the LORD is in His holy temple.  Let all the earth be silent before Him.”  He is talking about idols at this point.  (19) “Woe to him who says to a piece of wood, ‘Awake!’  To a mute stone, ‘Arise!’  And that is your teacher?  Behold, it is overlaid with gold and silver, and there is no breath at all inside it. (20) But the LORD is in His holy temple…”  Yes, there are all sorts of false gods, and there are all sorts of wrong impressions about God now.  And you will see it. You will go to churches where there are lesbians that are ordained, or homosexuals that are ordained.  You will go to churches where a man who has committed adultery still stands in the pulpit, and the people don’t do anything about it, or he has gone from one church to another church.  You will have people that are serving that have stolen from the church, and that are just thieves.  You know you will have all sorts of things, and you look at this, and you know that it is wrong.  You know that people are deluded, and they are deceived in that, but just remember this, the LORD is in His holy temple.  He reigns; His sovereignty rules over all.  He is sitting there; let all the earth keep silent before Him.  Every mouth is going to be shut.  Every mouth is going to be shut, and every knee is going to bow.  The LORD is in His holy temple.  He is in control, and this is what you and I need to remember.  

The third thing that we need to remember is Habukkuk 3:19.  “The Lord GOD is my strength, and He has made my feet like hinds’ feet, and makes me walk on my high places.”  I have a book that is called More Than Conquerors.  It’s a great book.  It is published by Moody Press, and it’s been out for quite some time.  It contains portraits of believers from all walks of life.  And it is just like snapshots about their lives, but I love to read it.  I have read extensive biographies on some of these people (and others I haven’t), but one of those in this book is Mary Slesser of Talibar.  (If you go into our book store I think you would find her biography, which would be well worth buying).  Mary Slesser was born in Scotland.  In 1876, she went into Africa, and going into the interior of Africa as a woman who was a single woman, who was going to be left all alone as the only white woman in that community.  She would be left there to minister.  

When she heard about David Livingston’s death, he left a plea, “Carry out the work I have begun.”  David Livingston was the one that was the explorer that went into Africa and mapped out Africa.  His story is absolutely fascinating.  But Mary Slesser went in, and she realized that before she could be of any service at all to the African people that she had to get to know them.  So she went deep into the jungles.  She was a woman that was very much afraid.  At times her terrors were almost out of control.  While she had a toughness and a determination about her, though she was a timid person who would refuse to cross the street alone, and was terrified of crowds and speaking in public.  And yet she is going.  This was the determination of this woman.  This is what you see—this book and this course ends with this thing that you have to remember, “the Lord GOD is my strength.”  That is what she relied on.  She got to Talibar, and she got malaria.  You say, “Where is Jehovah-rapha, the LORD God that heals?  Why did He allow her to get malaria?”  I don’t know, but He did.  And you know what—she didn’t come home.  “The Lord GOD is my strength, and He has made my feet like hinds’ feet, and makes me walk on my high places.”  In Talibar, in Africa, was her high place.  

Listen to what it says she battled.  “Chronic illness and the loneness of her work often forced her to the point of despair.  In 1886, she received word that her mother and sister Jane had both died.  She was the only survivor.  She never felt more stranded and alone.”  But God gave her the strength to go on and she said, “Heaven is now nearer to me than Britain, and no one will be anxious about me if I go up country.  No one is going to worry about me now because they are all gone and they’re all in heaven.”  She wrote continuous long letters to friends in order to conquer her loneliness.  She was mightily, mightily used of God.  So mightily used of God that, in 1913, she was awarded the Maltese Cross, and yet she never told anyone.  When she died, there was a great group of people that honored her death.  It says, “In a 1956 visit to Nigeria, Queen Elizabeth II laid a wreath at the base of a large granite cross which marked the spot where Mary Slesser had been laid to rest.”  She was a woman who conquered everything, because she remembered the Lord GOD is her strength.


That is what you are to remember.  What are you to do?  Well, two things out of Habakkuk, I would say.  The main thing is that key verse in Habakkuk 2:4 (it is repeated for us in Romans, in Hebrews, and in Galatians).  It is this: “But the righteous will live by his faith.”  You understand now the anger of God.  You understand the righteousness of God, the holiness of God.  You understand that things may be difficult, but the end is good for the children of God; and you live by faith.  The righteous live by faith.  

The second thing that I think that you need to remember is 3:18.  “Yet I will exult in the LORD, I will rejoice in the God of my salvation.”  No matter what happens, so the fig tree will not blossom, etcera, I will rejoice in the Lord.  I will exult in the God of my salvation.  So when you think of Habakkuk, remember, you are to live by faith, and you are to exult in the Lord.  You can do this because the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the Lord, and the Lord is in His holy temple.  The Lord is your strength, and He makes your feet like hinds’ feet on high places.  


Now, how do you do this?  Is there any lesson for us in this third chapter of how we walk, how we practically walk by faith?  Any lesson on how we exalt in the Lord?  I believe that we see it in picture form in Chapter 3, by the way that we look.  I just put on my notes, “Look.”  We need to look in two directions, but not like this (not inwardly).  So we look backward, and we look forward, but we do not look inward.  I will tell you why.  Let’s watch what he says.  This is a prayer; this is like a Psalm.  When you go to Psalm 17, for instance, you’ll read a prayer of David.  In that psalm, it will be a prayer.  But it is a prayer and a psalm, and it is something that you sing.  We see that this is something that is to be sung, because the last line of Chapter 3 is, “For the choir director, on my stringed instruments.”  If “Sheginoff” means with agitation, or with this kind of stuff, then it’s this kind of song.  Habakkuk 3:2 says, “LORD, I have heard the report about You and I fear.  O LORD, revive Your work in the midst of the years, in the midst of the years make it known; in wrath remember mercy. (3) God comes from Teman, and the Holy One from Mount Paran.  His splendor covers the heavens, and the earth is full of his praise. (4) His radiance is like the sunlight; He has rays flashing from his hand, and there is the hiding of His power. (5) Before Him goes pestilence, and plague comes after Him. (6) He stood and surveyed the earth; He looked and startled the nations.  Yes, the perpetual mountains were shattered, the ancient hills collapsed.  His ways are everlasting. (7) I saw the tents of Cushan under distress, the tent curtains of the land of Midian were trembling.”  

Now look, is He talking about the future?  Or is He talking about the past?  Is He talking about the days of the exodus, and you see God in His power, or is He pointing to the future?  Whatever, you look both ways.  And you look both ways, because the God of the exodus is the God of the future.  The God that split and divided the Red Sea and took them over is the God that is going to make the rivers quake and make the riverbeds dry.  So you look this way.  You don’t look this way.  You don’t look inwardly, because when you look inwardly, that’s when you are miserable.  Okay?   You don’t look inwardly, because that’s when you’re miserable.  What I would suggest that you do is that you rehearse what you know about God, what God has done, the greatness of God, the past track record of God, but you also look to the future and remember that the God of the past is the God of the ultimate triumph.  And He is the One who is like Jehovah, whom you see at the end of the book of Micah, and whom you see at the end of the book of Habakkuk.  When you look at other prophets, at the end of Zechariah you’ll see Him in His triumph.  In Malachi, you’ll see Him in His triumph.  You’ll see Him in His triumph in the prophets’ messages to the children of Israel.  You see the triumph.  So what you see here is (I, personally, lean toward the future), that’s where I lean.  But as I told you in the lesson, people are divided, but I lean toward the future.  I lean toward this God, this marvelous God, who spoke and brought the world into existence by the power of His word, coming in all of His glory.  I look at Him coming, as He comes from Mount Paron, and as He comes from Teman, and as you look at Him coming from Mount Paran and Teman, it’s the area of Edom.  “Who is this,” Isaiah says, “who is coming from Edom,” [We are going to study Isaiah.] “whose clothes are glowing, and who has tread the wine press?”  Who is this?  This is God who is coming.  So either way, just look at God; don’t look this way, at your self.  

If you look at v. 3, and compare it with Micah 1, watch the parallel.  Micah 1:2 says, “Hear, O peoples, all of you; listen, O earth and all it contains, and let the Lord GOD be a witness against you, the Lord from His holy temple. (3) For behold, the LORD is coming forth from His place.  He will come down and tread on the high places of the earth. (4) The mountains will melt under Him, and the valleys will be split, like wax before the fire, like water poured down a steep place.” [God is coming!  God is coming!  Then you go back to Habakkuk 3.  God is coming from Teman.  Then you come down to v. 8.] (8) “Did the LORD rage against the rivers, or was Your anger against the rivers, or was Your wrath against the sea, that You rode on Your horses, on Your chariots of salvation? (9) Your bow was made bare; the rods of chastisement were sworn.  You cleaved the earth with rivers. (10) The mountains saw You and quaked; the downpour of waters swept by.  The deep uttered forth its voice, it lifted high its hands. (11) Sun and moon stood in their places;” [It’s going to happen in the future, but it also happened in the past.  He’s the same yesterday, today, and forever, and this is where you want to look.  You want to look at God, you want to look at God’s history, and you want to look at God’s future.]  

Habakkuk 3:12 says, “In indignation You marched through the earth; in anger You trampled the nations.” [Is that going to happen?  Yes, it is going to happen.  It is what Revelations is all about, God’s judgment upon the nations of this world, God’s preservation of Israel, and God’s keeping and preservation of His saints.] (13) “You went forth for the salvation of Your people, for the salvation of Your anointed.  You struck the head of the house of the evil to lay him open from thigh to neck. (14) You pierced with his own spears the head of his throngs.  They stormed in to scatter us; their exultation was like those who devour the oppressed in secret. (15) You trampled on the sea with Your horses, on the surge of many waters.” [So when you’re in this situation, the situation that I described at the beginning of this lesson, when you don’t know where God is, when you’re watching with fear and trembling, and everything that is happening, and trying to get a hold of it, look!.  Don’t look at man; don’t look at the situations; don’t look inwardly.  Look to God!  This is what He does.  This is His prayer.  This is His prayer, and He says, “This is what I see, I see You.  I see You, God, and I see You trampling on the sea with Your horses.”  He sees Him in His victory.  He sees Him in His might.  He sees Him in His power.  It is so good, beloved, for you to read Daniel, and to read Revelation, and remember the end of the story; to remember that it may be hard, and it may be difficult, you may suffer now, but the end of the story is good.  It is triumph.  So, as he thinks about all of this, you can compare this with Nahum.  

Look at Nahum 1:5.  “Mountains quake because of Him, and the hills dissolve; indeed the earth is upheaved by His presence, the world and all the inhabitants in it. (6) Who can stand before His indignation?  Who can endure the burning of His anger?  His wrath is poured out like fire, and the rocks are broken up by Him.” [You see the parallel even in Nahum with Habakkuk.  So then finally you come to Habakkuk 3:16.]  It says, (16) “I heard and my inward parts trembled,” [Because, listen to me very carefully, the coming of the Lord involves also the last and final judgment of Israel, the sifting, so that the pure and those that truly believe are separated, the wheat is separated from the chaff.  Then God comes in all of His power.  So he is looking and he knows that a day of distress is coming.  He knows, because God told him in the first chapter.  God told him, “I am raising up a nation; I am raising up the Chaldeans, that fierce and impetuous people.”  He says, “I know that they are coming.  I know who You are, and I know in all Your victory, yet I know that they are coming, and I know that they’re going to judge us.”  He knows that that judgment is right.] (16) “I have heard and my inward parts trembled, at the sound my lips quivered.  Decay enters my bones, and in my place I tremble.  Because I must wait quietly for the day of distress,” 

Listen, if he is referring to the future, before the Lord sets up His kingdom, His throne upon the earth, there is a day of distress like has never been seen, and it last for three and one-half years.  And it is a day of great tribulation.  It is a day that, if God did not shorten the days, no flesh would be preserved.  So he is looking to this.  “Because I must wait quietly for the day of distress, for the people to arise who will invade us.” [Then he says this, and this is what you need to say at the end of this series.] (17) “Though the fig tree should not blossom, and there be no fruit on the vines, though the yield of the olive should fail, and the fields produce no food, though the flock should be cut off from the fold, and there be no cattle in the stalls,” [In other words, though it is all taken away in the just judgment of God,” He says] (18) “Yet I will exult in the LORD, I will rejoice in the God of my salvation.”


Listen, here is his complete submission to God—complete submission.  Though this happens, though the fig tree doesn’t blossom, whatever happens, God, I am Yours.  It is complete and total submission.  So you come to complete submission, and then you live in faith’s ability to keep moving.  Have you got it?  You say, “I will exalt in the Lord.”  It is a definite decision.  No matter what happens to me, no matter how hard, no matter how difficult, no matter how distressing the day of God’s anger, I will exalt in the Lord.  I will rejoice in the God of my salvation.  Two confirmations, and if you will say (listen to me very carefully) I will exalt in the Lord, I will rejoice in the God of my salvation, if you will say that, believe me, you will walk with hinds’ feet on your high places.  Although Mary Slesser trembled, although she feared, although she was in distress and in terror, she determined that she would exalt in the Lord, that she would rejoice in the God of her salvation, and therefore she walked on hinds’ feet on God’s high places, on her high places that God had for her.  Psalm 30:5 says, “For His anger is but for a moment,” [Remember that in understanding the anger of God, O child of God.] “His anger is but for a moment, His favor is for a lifetime; weeping may last for the night, but a shout of joy comes in the morning.”  And walk with hinds’ feet of faith.  

Let’s pray.  Father, we thank You.  We thank You for Your word.  We thank You, Father, that You are helping us, or have helped us, to understand Your righteous anger, Your holy indignation.  Father, we know that it is because You have a case against Your people, because we are to be holy even as You are holy.  I pray, Father, that You would help us as we walk, and as we live, and as we move in this world, that You would help us by the very way that we live, and by the very way that we converse with people, and by the way that we are able to open the Book, that You would help us to live, Father, in such a way as to exalt You, in such a way as to let people understand who You are, and the greatness of Your majesty.  Father, to warn people to flee from the wrath which is to come.  So I thank You, Father, for what You are going to do as we continue on, and I pray that we will continue on, I pray that we won’t stop here.  I pray that we will go through the Old Testament, that, yes, we may take New Testament breaks, but that we will go through so that we, Father, are showing You how much we honor You, and believe Your word, and believe that every book is vital for us to be thoroughly equipped, a person, Father, who is established in Your word, who is able to handle it accurately, and to live accordingly.  So help us walk with hinds’ feet on Your high places.  In Your name we pray.  Amen.  
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