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 It was the best of times, it was the worst of times.  These words open the novel that Charles Dickens wrote, A Tale of Two Cities.  The opening of that novel goes on to say, “It was the age of wisdom,                                           it was the age of foolishness; the epic of belief, the epic of incredulity.  It was the season of light, it was the season of darkness; it was the spring of hope, it was the winter of despair.  We had everything before us, we had nothing before us.  We were all going direct to heaven.  We were all going direct the other way.”  Charles Dickens grew up in the age of the industrial revolution in Great Britain.  In that great change that occurred in Great Britain because of the industrial revolution, agrarian society changed into a factory society.  People who lived out in the country flocked to the cities, and many of them lived in squalid conditions in their homes and in their work places.  It affected Charles Dickens.  His life was changed by his experiences growing up, and he had a burden on his heart to share what his life was like with others.  He had seen the reality of that, and he wanted others to see that reality.  He put it into words.  Tales such as David Copperfield spoke of his own life experiences.  In A Tale of Two Cities he wanted to share something else, and he put it in the setting of the French Revolution.  The French Revolution started out with noble ideals.  The cruel aristocracy was, in fact, deposed by the peasantry.  But in their zeal not to be aristocratic, they became what they hated.  They themselves turned into a cruel and oppressive people, destroying the freedoms for which they began their struggle.  Their beginning was very different from their end.


Nahum had a burden, an oracle from the LORD, and a vision, and he shared that vision with people, because, in a sense, here we have the tale of two cities as well.  In Dickens’ novel it was London and Paris.  In Nahum it was Jerusalem and Nineveh.  Nineveh started out, in our understanding of them in the Scripture, far different from the Nineveh of the day of Nahum.  Turn to Jonah 3.  We studied Jonah some time back in our series on Kings and Prophets.  Of course, the tale of Jonah is familiar to many within the church if you have been to Sunday school at anytime in your life.  Certainly that’s one of the great stories that you learn about, Jonah and the whale.  People debate as to whether it was a whale or a fish; it doesn’t really matter.  The Hebrew word allows for both.  It was some type of animal in the sea, and Jonah ended up in the belly of that creature, and then ended up on the shore, finally having to go to Nineveh to do what God wanted him to do—to declare that oracle that God had given him for Nineveh.  

Jonah 3:1.  “Now the word of the LORD came to Jonah the second time, saying, (2) ‘Arise, go to Nineveh the great city and proclaim to it the proclamation which I am going to tell you.” [This is no different from Nahum’s situation.  Nahum had an oracle or vision from the LORD, and he had to declare it.  It also happens to be to Nineveh.] (3) “So Jonah arose and went to Nineveh according to the word of the LORD.  Now Nineveh was an exceedingly great city, a three days’ walk.” [We studied what that meant back when we studied Jonah, but it meant it was a big place.] (4) “Then Jonah began to go through the city one day’s walk; and he cried out and said, ‘Yet forty days and Nineveh will be overthrown.’” [Now those words right there, “Yet forty days and Nineveh will be overthrown,” is the complete, sum total record of Jonah’s sermon.  That’s it.  That’s all he said.  It’s not three chapters of what Jonah said.  It is three chapters of what happened in Jonah’s life, when all he was asked to do was go say those few words.  But that is the message of Jonah.  What he proclaimed to Nineveh was, “Yet forty days and Nineveh will be overthrown.”  It’s kind of like the folks walking on the sidewalks with the sign, “The end is near.”  Right?  He doesn’t say Jesus is coming.  He’s just saying the end is near.  Forty days, and it’s all over.  That’s the message.  What was the reaction?]  

The reaction was, (5) “Then the people of Nineveh believed in God: and they called a fast and put on sackcloth from the greatest to the least of them. (6) When the word reached the king of Nineveh, he arose from his throne, laid aside his robe from him, covered himself with sackcloth, and sat on the ashes. (7) And He (the king of Nineveh) issued a proclamation and it said, ‘In Nineveh by the decree of the king and his nobles: Do not let man, beast, herd or flock taste a thing.  Do not let them eat or drink water. (8) But both man and beast must be covered with sackcloth; and let men call on God earnestly that each may turn from his wicked way and from the violence which is in his hands. (9) Who knows, God may turn and relent, and withdraw His burning anger so that we will not perish.’ (10) When God saw their deeds, that they turned from their wicked way, then God relented concerning the calamity which He had declared He would bring upon them.  And He did not do it.”  [Now this man, Jonah, the prophet who said only to Nineveh, “Yet forty days and Nineveh will be overthrown,” prophesied during the reign of Jeroboam II of the Northern kingdom of Israel.  We know this because 2 Kings 14:24-25 tell us that.  

Let me read that to you, so you can be sure exactly where Jonah falls in the history of Israel.  If you studied our Kings and Prophets series, it talks about Jeroboam the son of Joash king of Israel (this is not the same Jeroboam who was the first king of the Northern kingdom).  That was Jeroboam son of Nebat.] (2 Kings 14:24) “He (Jeroboam, son of Joash, king of Israel) did evil in the sight of the LORD; (24) he did not depart from all the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, which he made Israel sin. (25) He restored the border of Israel from the entrance of Hamath as far as the Sea of the Arabah, according to the word of the LORD, the God of Israel, which He spoke through His servant Jonah the son of Amittai, the prophet, who was of Gath-hepher.” [So there is Jonah the prophet, tied exactly in history to the kings of Israel, whom we can date from a variety of reasons, and is basically a concurrent reign at exactly the same time of a certain king of Assyria.  This should have been (from our records) Shalmanezer IV, who reigned essentially from 783-773.  Now all those dates we’re only within a couple years of accuracy, because there is a lot of uncertainty as the start of a reigning year, and succession years, and other things in history.  But the Assyrians kept marvelous records.  They kept all kinds of detailed recordings of their exploits.  We have tablets, we have columns, we have all kinds of things that archeologist have found that we have been able to use to pin dates down in the Old Testament.  So we are fairly confident of when this is.  


Now from your study of Nahum, we know that Nahum was prophesying later than that by more than a hundred years.  We have gone a full century farther in life.  What has gone on in that period of time?  Well, most of the adults who were there when Jonah prophesied and the king of Nineveh made a declaration, of those people who participated in that fast, who repented of their deeds, who saw God relent from the calamity that He had declared, “Yet forty days and Nineveh will perish,” those people had died, and a new generation has risen.  Does this sound like anybody you know?  Israel themselves, the people who were at Mt. Sinai, who experienced the wilderness wanderings, who saw the hand of God, all of those people were no longer there at the plain of Moab just before going into the land.  A new generation had risen.  That happened throughout history.  When a new generation comes along, they tend to forget what God has done.  

Who among us can remember what God did in 1776, 77, 78?  Right?  None of us were there then, and a nation forgets what God does, because we don’t even read, much less believe, the history that was handed down to us.  Israel suffered that fate.  Nineveh has suffered the same fate.  How do we know that they have suffered this fate?  Because, as we have studied the Kings and Prophets, as we tracked through the history, from king to king to king, we know that in about 733 B.C. (in about that time) Tiglath-pileser (also called something else in Chronicles, and sometimes Pul), which is his Babylonian name, that king of Assyria came and captured Gilead and Galilee, all the land of Naphtali, and carried them captive to Assyria.  That’s 2 Kings 15:29.  That tells us that this king came and took part of Israel into captivity.  

Then about eleven years after that, 722 B.C., we know that Shalmanezer V came and besieged Samaria, and that the rest of the Northern kingdom of Israel was carried away into captivity.  So from the time of Jonah, 784-772, down through 722, at least fifty years has gone by, and we have had in this period two different attacks on the Northern kingdom of Israel, and a complete captivity of the Northern kingdom of God’s people.  But it doesn’t stop there.  The kings of Assyria, embolden by their gains, then attack Judah.  During the reign of King Hezekiah, Sennacharib comes and attacks Judah, 701 B.C., attempts to take Judah captive (except that they turn to God), and God turned, and relented, and protected Israel, rescuing them from the hands of Assyria, because of the prophesying of Isaiah was there.  

So now Assyria has a history, from the time that they repented, down through the time when we come to Nahum.  More than one hundred years later, Assyria has established itself as an enemy of God.  They are an enemy of God because of who they have attacked.  Now it may well be true, and it is true, that God used Assyria for His purposes against both Israel and Judah.  But it doesn’t change the fact that they were exceedingly cruel, going far beyond what was necessary to accomplish what God wanted them to do.  It’s kind of like as parents, when we discipline our children, and we use corporal punishment as part of that, there is a limit to what you have to do to make your point.  You can be excessively cruel in administering discipline.  So Assyria, as the agent of God, in giving discipline to His people, was exceedingly, excessively cruel, and for that they were an enemy of God, and God would judge them.  The treatment that they gave Israel was worthy of God’s wrath in His anger.  That’s where we find ourselves.  We find ourselves at a time when God has been patient for a long time, but now is the time when punishment will come.  

So Nahum comes and has an oracle, a vision, and he declares the basis upon which it is right for God to judge.  He says these words, beginning in Nahum 1:2.  “A jealous and avenging God is the LORD; the LORD is avenging and wrathful.  The LORD takes vengeance on His adversaries, and He reserves wrath for His enemies.  (3) The LORD is slow to anger and great in power, and the LORD will by no means leave the guilty unpunished.” [Slow to anger, from 784 to 772, if that was the time when Jonah was living and gave his prophesy during the reign of Jeroboam II, during Shalmanezer IV of Assyria, down now to the time of Nahum.  More than one hundred years has gone by.  God has been slow to anger in executing.  He’s slow enough in anger to even send Nahum with that message declaring to Assyria, just as He sent Jonah, saying, “You will perish.”  This wicked people received that message.  So he establishes God’s character here as being jealous and avenging, but yet slow to anger, as being great in power, and being just, and not leaving the guilty unpunished.  Now based on that character, how does God act if it goes on?]  

Nahum 1:3 says, “In whirlwind and storm in His way, and clouds are the dust beneath His feet. (4) He rebukes the sea and makes it dry; He dries up all the rivers.  Bashan and Carmel wither; the blossoms of Lebanon wither. (5) Mountains quake because of Him, and the hills dissolve; indeed the earth is upheaved by His presence, the world and all the inhabitants in it. (6) Who can stand before His indignation?  Who can endure the burning of His anger?  His wrath is poured out like fire, and the rocks are broken up by Him.” [That’s how the LORD acts.  That’s His power.  That’s what He is capable of doing in His wrath.  Yet do not forget; remember, that this is not evil, this is not wickedness, because the next line tells us,] (7) “The LORD is good.”]


And whenever we see things that occur in life, things that look like a wrathful angry God, we have to remember that that is true.  He executes vengeance on His enemies, wrath and judgment upon sin, and the world abounds with sin.  But whatever God does in that righteous judgment, God is good.  The world cannot comprehend that, because it is so contradictory in concept.  Much like Charles Dickens’ opening, it was the best of times, and it was the worst of times.  How can it be both at the same time?  How can it be the age of wisdom and the age of foolishness at the same time?   How can it be, these two seemingly contradictive things, except that it is God, and it is entirely consistent with His character, because He is good and He is just.  It is His goodness that demands His justice, because if He were not just, He would not be good.  


Nahum 1:7 says, “The LORD is good, a stronghold in the day of trouble, and He knows those who take refuge in Him.” [That verse is so important to understanding Jonah 3.  You see, He was about to execute His wrath.  That’s why He sent Jonah to declare, “Yet forty days and Nineveh will be destroyed.”  But Nineveh sought refuge in Him, and He relented.  In the days of Hezekiah, when Sennacherib came with his Assyrians to attack all of Judah, Hezekiah and the people of Judah turned to God and sought refuge in Him, and Assyria was not only turned away, but He destroyed 185,000 in the army.  Even Sennacherib himself was killed in his own temple.  God is good; a stronghold in the day of trouble, and He knows those who take refuge in Him.   So when troubles abound upon us, and things are difficult in life, and our families are having difficulties in finances, or having difficulties in our health is failing, and we’re not sure about tomorrow, God is good and a stronghold, a place of refuge and safety, and He knows those who take refuge in Him.}

You know, we memorize verses all around the Bible, but how many of us know Nahum 1:7?  It wasn’t on my list of verses to memorize, but shouldn’t it be?  (7) “The LORD is good, a stronghold in the day of trouble, and He knows those who take refuge in Him.” [That’s the security we have when we are in relationship with God, that we cling to that truth about who God is, and how it helps us in a day of trouble.  Jonah had already demonstrated that.  Nineveh had turned and demonstrated that they understood that concept.  Judah understood that concept, but Assyria turned away from God.  That’s why I went through the history up to this point.  You have to understand that Nineveh had received that kind of grace from God, and then rejected it, threw it away as worthless stuff to be put on the trash heap.  They set it out with the rest of the garbage.  So God says, (8) “But with an overflowing flood He (God) will make a complete end of its site,” [He means Nineveh here.] “and will pursue His enemies into darkness.”  


Historians record that people who traveled by the sight of Nineveh didn’t even know that it was there.  By the time Alexander the Great and his armies were traveling through that part of the world, as he was making his conquest around 333 B.C., some three hundred years after this, perhaps, they didn’t know they were traveling by Nineveh, because God had made an end to its site.  It stayed covered in dust and dirt and sand for almost two thousand years.  It was something like the 1500’s or so before anybody ever even discovered anything about it.  It wasn’t excavated fully until much later.  But it was there all along, but nobody could see it, because God kept His word.  


He then addresses Assyria some more saying, (9) “Whatever you devise against the LORD, He will make a complete end of it.  Distress will not rise up twice. (10) Like tangled thorns, and like those who are drunken with their drink, they are consumed as stubble completely withered. (11) From you has gone forth (He says to Assyria, to Ninevah) one who plotted evil against the LORD, a wicked counselor.” [I read that verse, and I thought, “Rabshakeh, that guy who worked for Sennacherib, who came to Hezekiah to Judah and said, ‘Who is your God?  He can’t handle us.  Our gods are more powerful; don’t listen to Hezekiah.  He’s telling you lies.  You are going to die because…’”  He was a wicked counselor, raised up out of Nineveh, to trick the faithful.  Who is that today?  Satan!  He is the wicked counselor, who plots evil against the LORD.  “You can’t do that; you’re too young.  You can’t do that; you’re too old.  You can’t do that; you’re a woman.  You can’t do that; you’re black.  You can’t do that…”  You see, He whispers that nonsense in your ears.  He tries to stir up trouble and keep you from doing what He gave you the power to do in the Holy Spirit.  It doesn’t matter where you are from.  It doesn’t matter your gender.  It doesn’t matter your age.  It only matters if you have God, the Holy Spirit, inside you empowering you, and that you know the word well enough to understand a lie when it comes through your thought process.  Because it is a wicked counselor, devising things against the LORD.]


(12) “Thus says the LORD, ‘Though they are at full strength and likewise many, even so, they will be cut off and pass away.’” [By 612 B.C. the Babylonians overcame the Assyrians, and there was never again an Assyrian kingdom.  Never again; passed from the annals of history into one of those, “O, that was those people who lived way back,” because they don’t exist as a people today.  And here God turns from declaring this destruction against Nineveh, and He hold out a little ray of hope for Judah.  He says, “Look, in doing that to them, here’s what happens.” (12) “Though I have afflicted you (Judah), I will afflict you no longer. (13) So now, I will break his yoke bar from upon you, and I will tear off your shackles.” (15) “Behold, on the mountains the feet of him who brings good news, who announces peace!  Celebrate your feasts, O Judah; pay your vows.  For never again will the wicked one pass through you; he is cut off completely.”  

Nahum 2:2 says, “For the LORD will restore the splendor of Jacob like the splendor of Israel, even though devastators have devastated them and destroyed their vine branches.” [He has this message of destruction and judgment for Nineveh on the one hand, and He has a message of restoration and hope, rescue and recovery on the other.  It was the best of times, it was the worst of times; an age of wisdom, an age of foolishness.   You see these two things are going on simultaneously with God.  It is true even today.  We have wisdom from God, if we choose to pay attention to it, or we can be foolish like the world.  We can have the best of times, fellowship with the LORD and abundant life because of our close relationship with Him, or we can have the worst of times, separated from Him by our sin, not hearing from Him, not experiencing the joy of His presence, or the peace of His indwelling Holy Spirit, the confidence to live life in light of the truth.  He goes on to talk about the destruction that will occur.  He talks about the ones coming, in Chapter 2, against Nineveh, the ones who will make it end.  History records that Babylon is the power that comes on the scene next.  Now the Babylonian Empire that we are talking about at this point is the one that arises there in that 7th century B.C., the 600’s.  That’s not the same one that existed long, long time ago when you had Hammurabi and his code and all that, but this is often called the Neo-Babylonian Empire.  It comes along a little later in the scene.  But it is the Babylon that we read about from here on in Israel’s history.  It comes up against Israel as well, and takes Israel captive to Babylon.  That’s that Neo-Babylonian Empire, the next agent that God uses.


But God demands justice, and He will use whoever He wants to execute His justice.  He can use Assyria against Israel.  He can use Babylon against Assyria.  He can use Babylon against Judah, and He can use the Medo-Persian Empire against Babylon.  He can raise up Cyrus the Persian, but He can use Alexander the Great against the Persians.  He can raise up Alexander the Great, but He can use the Romans against the Greeks.  That’s the history of God dealing with the nations, and using them as His agent to accomplish His purposes, yet never leaving the guilty unpunished, always executing justice in accordance with His goodness, always providing a rescue for those who are His, because the LORD God is good.  What else?  A stronghold in the day of trouble, and He knows those who take refuge in Him.  The times of trouble are what provide us with the opportunity to take refuge.  The good times, laying on the deck, watching the sun go down, sipping a cold one, your loved one at your side, life is good.  Those are not the days that we turn in refuge to God.  It’s when the clouds darken, the lightning strikes, the rain, the hail, and the wind comes, and we have to go in off the deck, and 
shut the door, and close the blinds.  Our place of refuge from that storm.  God uses nature everyday to remind us that He is a place we should run to, a stronghold in a day of trouble.  God is just; He is good in everything that he does.  


The prophet Zechariah, who comes along a little bit later, he’s what we call a post-exilic prophet.  All these minor prophets that we are studying now, Micah, Nahum, Zephaniah, Habakkuk, we have already studied Hosea as well; we have studied Amos, Obadiah, Joel, Jonah, all those minor prophets we have studied so far are what we call pre-exilic minor prophets.  They come before the Babylon captivity.  Zechariah, Haggai and Malachi are the three minor prophets that come after the Babylon captivity and exile, or the post-exilic prophets.  Zechariah comes a little bit later, and he says this in Zechariah 2:8.  “For thus says the LORD of hosts, ‘After glory He has sent me against the nations which plunder you, for he who touches you, touches the apple of His eye.” [That is God speaking of Israel and to Israel.  Whichever nation plunders you has touched the apple of My eye, and God goes after those nations for His own glory.  The apple of His eye.]  

If you never knew, that’s where the expression came from, right there in the Scripture, “the apple of His eye.”  If you studied Amos you may recall that in Amos God declared judgment on Aram, on the Philistines, on Edom, on Ammon, and on Moab.  Every one of those had come against Israel at one time or another, and God declared what the judgment would be against the nations that plunder Israel.  Because those who touched Israel, His chosen people, touch the apple of God’s eye.  So here Nahum has given us this same type of treatment with what nation?  Assyria.  If you go through the history that I just related to you a few minutes ago, the same thing is going to happen to Babylon, the same thing is going to happen to the Persians, the same thing is going to happen to the Greeks, the same thing is going to happen to the Romans, and it is going to happen to every other nation down through history who touches the apple of His eye.  Now, if you are studying God’s word, the intent is that you’re view of the world would be Biblical.  So if this verse is at all true, then any nation today which touches the apple of His eye will reap God’s judgment.  You name them with whatever modern political name you want to give them, but if you know anything about geography, you know that Nineveh is across the river from Mosul, in Iraq today.  You know Babylon is not too much farther down that same valley, and who know where Suza and some of the other Persian places are over in what’s called today Iran.  You know that Damascus, the capital of Aram, is in Syria, etc., etc., etc.  Whoever touches God’s people, touches the apple of His eye.  


Well, He goes on to describe that Babylon army that is going to come there in Chapter 2.  (There is an audio recording of the Bible that has all the extra sounds, not just the voice of the narrator, but like when they come to battle, they have battle sounds in the back ground.  So, mentally, I turn that part on when I get to these verses.)  Nahum 2:3 says, “The chariots are enveloped in flashing steel when he is prepared to march, and the cypress spears are brandished. (4) The chariots race madly in the streets, they rush wildly in the squares, their appearance is like torches, they dash to and fro like lightning flashes.” [Ah, I’m looking at, you know, the return of the King.  Right!  I mean here they come, massive armies.  They’re coming, and coming, and coming, and they have swords and spears, and flashes here and there, right?] (5) “He remembers his nobles; they stumble in their march, they hurry to her wall, and the mantelet is set up. (6) The gates of the rivers are opened, and the palace is dissolved.” [Nineveh sits on a river; so does Babylon.  In both cases, it was the river that undid them.  It was there because cities developed near supplies of water.  You have to have water to live, so wherever there is a river or stream is a good place to settle.  So they build up a trade.  And the river is good for commerce, traveling to and from, bringing goods and services, and people going places.  So on one hand it can be a benefit, but on the other it can be your downfall.  

Oh, it was the best of times, it was the worst of times.  You can see that one hand can be for your benefit, and one hand be for your destruction.] (7) “And it is fixed: She (Assyria) is stripped, she is carried away, and her handmaids are moaning like the sound of doves, beating on their breasts. (8) Though Nineveh was like a pool of water throughout her days, now they are fleeing; ‘Stop, stop,’ but no one turns back.  (9) Plunder the silver!  Plunder the gold!  For there is no limit to the treasure—wealth from every kind of desirable object.] [Because of who she plundered; because of who Assyria plundered.]

Chapter 3:8 said, “Are you better than No-amon,” [Remember, that was Thebes of Egypt.] “which was situated by the water of the Nile, with water surrounding her, whose rampart was the sea, whose wall consisted of the sea? (9) Ethiopia was her might, and Egypt too, without limits.” (10) “Yet she became an exile, she went into captivity;” [You know, in those wonderful records of Assyria, Ashurbanipal, which was the king of Assyria that conquered Thebes in about 661-663 (that time frame), wrote this, “This city, the whole of it, I conquered with the help of Asher and Ishtar (gods), silver, gold, precious stones, all the wealth of the palace, rich cloth, precious linen, great horses, supervising men and women, two obelisks of splendid electrum wing, 2500 talents. The doors of temples I tore from there bases, and carried them off to Assyria.  With this weighty booty I left Thebes.  Against Egypt and Cush I have lifted my spear and shown my power.” (Egypt and Cush and Ethopia, (Nahum 3:9).  “With full hands I have returned to Nineveh in good health,” writes Ashurbanipal, king of Assyria., after destroying Thebes (exactly what Nahum is talking about in vv. 8, 9, and 10).  

How powerful a king must feel to conquer a city and carry away its wealth.  And how low a king must feel to watch his city destroyed and his people taken captive.  That wasn’t done under Ashurbanipal (it was done a little bit later), but the notion is still the same.  A wealthy, powerful kingdom reduced to a pile of sand that nobody even recognizes as being the place that it once was.  That didn’t just happen to Ashurbanipal, that didn’t just happen to Assyria, that didn’t just happen to Babylon, it didn’t just happened to the Greeks and the Romans.  It can happen today; it can happen tomorrow.  It can happen a few years down the road, or it could happen a long way down the road, but do not regard the slowness of His coming, the patience of the LORD, as anything other than patience, and an opportunity to turn from wicked ways, and turn to Him, a stronghold, a place of refuge.  That’s what’s He is giving you when He relents.  

The chapter goes on, and the imagery is fantastic.  For those of us who studied Joel, we probably had our ears perked up a little bit when He said, in Nahum 3:15, “Multiply yourself like the creeping locust, multiply yourself like the swarming locust,” because that imagery comes to mind from Joel talking about a very real locust plague that came upon Israel to try to get their attention, because only God can really control the locust, and then talked about an army that would come.  I think He was talking about an army coming in, which used the imagery of locust, that they would be very much like that, marching shoulder to shoulder and eating up everything in their path and not relenting, and that kind of thing.  Then I was also struck by verse Nahum 3:19,  “Your wound is incurable,” which we just saw in Micah, about that incurable wound in Samaria, having like gangrene or cancer spread right to the gates of Jerusalem (Micah 1:9).  Incurable wound.  I thought the imagery was interesting that the prophet in Nahum would be using words that previous prophets had used, because I wonder if the hearers, at that time, had the same type of mental flashback.  You see that was the point of progressive revelation, to continue to show that God had not forgotten what He had said before, that this was a consistent message.  So that in the time of Jesus, when anybody quoted the Old Testament, they said, “O yeah, He did say that.”  “Too little are you O Bethlehem Ephrathah.”  Right?  “O yeah, Bethlehem.  That’s right; Micah said that.”  “A virgin shall be with child.”  “O yeah, Isaiah said that.”  You see, God has given prophets over and over and over, and years and years and years, to bring the message.  It’s all written down for us today to read and study and understand, but yet we ought to have the same thing.  “Well, that was in 600 B.C.; that was way back in 1400 B.C., that was …”  How long has God brought this message to us today?  It is in the 2000’s A.D. now, and the message is just as timely today as it was then, because God is good.  He is still good.  What was that verse?  (Nahum 1:7)  “A stronghold in the day of trouble, and He knows those who take refuge in Him.”  That’s still true today, no matter what your trouble is today.   God is a God of love.  How could a loving God allow such things to happen?  Because He is just, and He judges sin.  For those who divine wicked plans against Him, He destroys them.  

You know, as I thought about all of this, all this in the Old Testament is a sound foundation, the firm foundation, the bedrock layer, upon which the New Testament rests.  In Capernaum today, if you went to Israel today, if you went to the ruins of Capernaum, there is a synagogue sitting there, and the synagogue is made out of sort of a light colored limestone rock, but at the very bottom level, all the way around, is a layer of black fossil basalt rock, the volcanic rock.  It is black.  It’s the foundation upon which that other synagogue was built.  When they built the synagogue, they built it right where the old one was, right on the old foundation.  That synagogue may have tumbled down in an earthquake, or destruction by some invading army, but it really doesn’t matter what it was.  The point is that they had a foundation, and they built on that foundation.  God uses that same imaginary in the New Testament, does He not?  About being a temple of God (Matthew 21:42), (Ephesians 2:20) having being built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the chief corner stone.  That foundation was back here in the Old Testament .  That wasn’t a new thing—that Jesus was born and came into the world—that was simply the fulfillment of everything that was said from the very beginning.  That’s a firm foundation, God’s word lasting through the ages.  

I was struck by a number of parallels in the New Testament, so I thought I would give you a few Scriptures that I thought speak to the issue of modern application that were not in the lesson.  (I always like to have a little something extra.)  Remember, in 1 Corinthians, Paul was writing to the church where he had spent some time, and they had some difficulties.  Paul usually does a pretty good job in the first part of his letters to churches, talking about how he prays for them, and usually praises them first before he spanks them verbally.  
1 Corinthians 1:4 says, “I thank my God always concerning you, for the grace of God which was given you in Christ Jesus, (5) that in everything you were enriched in Him, in all speech and all knowledge, (6) even as the testimony concerning Christ was confirmed in you, (7) so that you are not lacking in any gift, awaiting eagerly the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ, (8) who will also confirm you to the end,” [No matter what nation comes against you, no matter what terrible thing comes against you, God will confirm you to the end, because you built your house on solid rock, not shifting sand.  You see the imaginary and how it weaves together in the Scripture those principles that are all there in various places.  It is one cohesive statement by God.] 

Romans 3:1.  “Then what advantage has the Jew?  Or what is the benefit of circumcision? (2) Great in every respect.  First of all, that they were entrusted with the oracles of God.” [What did we just read about Nahum?  It is an oracle of God, through that Jewish prophet Nahum to the Jewish people Judah, entrusted to them for us in these days.] (3) “What then?  If some did not believe, their unbelief will not nullify the faithfulness of God, will it?” [No, not never.] (4) “May it never be!” [the New American translates it.  No.  No.  No.] “Rather, let God be found true, though every man be found a liar, as it is written, ‘That you may be justified in Your words, and prevail when you are judged’ (5) “But if our unrighteousness demonstrates the righteousness of God, what shall we say?  The God who inflicts wrath is not unrighteous, is He?” [Verse 6 answers it, “No! No! No!”] (6) “May it never be!” [Don’t you ever think that thought.  It can’t possibly be true.  He says it in the most empathic terms.  No!  No!  No!] “For otherwise, how will God judge the world?” [You see, He is echoing exactly the principal that Nahum is talking about—God is good, yet He judges sin.  It is His goodness that requires Him to judge that thing that is wicked and evil, because God is neither wicked nor evil.  God is good.]  
In Romans 9:14, Paul asks rhetorically here, anticipating the question, “What shall we say then?  There is no injustice with God, is there?” [And what is his answer?  No!  No!  No!] “May it never be! (15) For He says to Moses, ‘I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.’ (16) So then it does not depend on the man who wills or the man who runs, but on God who has mercy. (17) For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, ‘For this very purpose I raised you up, to demonstrate My power in you, and that My name might be proclaimed throughout the whole earth.’” [Who did He raise up?  Pharaoh.  We know what the outcome was because Pharaoh did not believe in God.] (18) “So then He has mercy on whom he desires, and he hardens whom he desires. (19) You will say to me then, ‘Why does He still find fault?’  For who resists His will?’” [That’s the objection of—wait a minute, He used Assyria for His purpose against Israel and Judah.  How come now He is destroying Assyria?  That’s not fair.  They are just puppets doing His will.  They couldn’t resist.  Romans addresses those same basic issues with us.]  

(20) “On the contrary, who are you, O man, who answers back to God?  The thing molded will not say to the molder, ‘Why did you make me like this,’ will it? (21) Or does not the potter have a right over the clay, to make from the same lump one vessel for honorable use, and another for common use? (22) What if God, although willing to demonstrate His wrath and to make His power known, endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction? (23) And He did so to make known the riches of His glory upon vessels of mercy, which He prepared beforehand for glory, (Paul goes on to say that is even us today) (24) even us, whom he also called, not from among Jews only, but also from among Gentiles.” [Which I would wager that fits just about everybody in the room here today.  It didn’t last week.  We had a visitor here from Israel, a Jew, who knows Yeshua hah(?) Yeshua, Jesus the Messiah.  There are a few in the world, and they suffer greatly at the hands of their families.  They suffer at the hands of their fellow Jews.  They are ridiculed for believing Jesus is the Messiah.]  

Paul goes on here in Romans to say, (25) “As He says also in Hosea, ‘I will call those who were not My people, My people,’ and her who was not beloved, “Beloved”’ (26) And it shall be that in the place where it was said to them, ‘You are not My people,’ there they shall be called the sons of the living God.’ (27) Isaiah cries out concerning Israel,” [You see, what Paul is saying is that every prophet that has ever been has been saying the same message.  Collectively look at all the messages of the Prophets including Nahum, and we have the same message. (27) “‘Though the number of the sons of Israel be like the sands of the sea, it is the remnant that will be saved; (28) for the Lord will execute His word upon the earth, thoroughly and quickly.’(29) And just as Isaiah foretold,  ‘Unless the Lord of Sabaoth (the LORD of hosts) had left to us a posterity, we would have become as Sodom, and would have resembled Gomorrah.’ (30) What shall we say then?  That Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness, attained righteousness, even the righteousness which is by faith; (31) but Israel, pursuing a law of righteousness, did not arrive at that law. (32) Why?  Because they did not pursue it by faith,” [That’s what Nineveh lacked; that is what Babylon lacked; it’s what the Persians lacked; it’s what the Greeks lacked, and the Romans, and every other person who has been destroyed because of the wickedness that they brought up against God, is because they did not believe God.]  

You recall that back in Genesis (and Galatians 3:6 confirms this), that God preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, so that Abraham believed, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.  God is righteous.  Those who turn to Him as a place of refuge, that stronghold being God who will protect them, have turned in faith.  That’s the key, and it’s always been so.  He rescues.  God rescues us from Satan and his wicked ways.  Galatians 1:4 says that Jesus gave Himself for our sins so that He might rescue us from this present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father.  That’s what Nahum was saying, “He was rescuing Israel from the Assyrians.”  Colossians 1:13 says, “For He (God) rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son.”  1 Thessalonians 1:10 tells us that were are waiting “for His Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, that is Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath to come.”  2 Thessalonians 3:2 tell us “that we will be rescued from perverse and evil men; for not all have faith.”  

In 2 Peter 2:7-9, a demonstration of that, “and if He rescued righteous Lot, oppressed by the sensual conduct of unprincipled men (8) (for by what he saw and heard that righteous man, while living among them, felt his righteous soul tormented day after day by their lawless deeds), (9) then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from temptation, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment for the day of judgment.”  Do not be confused about God ultimately judging sin, even though, when you look around you, it doesn’t look like it.  It looks like the wicked are getting away with murder, but there comes a day when everything is based on your faith in God, and how you lived that faith out.  Hebrew 9:27 says, “It is appointed for men to die once and after this comes judgment.”  We shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ.  If you have studied Revelations, you know that God comes with wrath upon those who dwell on the earth.

Turn to Revelation 6:9.  “When the Lamb broke the fifth seal, I saw underneath the altar the souls of those who had been slain because of the word of God, and because of the testimony which they had maintained; (10) and they cried out with a loud voice, saying, ‘How long, O Lord, holy and true, will You refrain from judging and avenging our blood on those who dwell on the earth?’ (11) And there was given to each of them a white robe; and they were told that they should rest for a little while longer, until the number of their fellow servants and their brethren who were to be killed even as they had been, would be completed also.” 

Revelation 19:1 says, “After these things I heard something like a loud voice of a great multitude in heaven, saying, ‘Hallelujah!  Salvation and glory and power belong to our God; (2) because His judgments are true and righteous; for He has judged the great harlot who was corrupting the earth with her immorality, and He has avenged the blood of His bondservants on her.” [“Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord.  It is not for us to avenge and judge, but for God.  It is for us to be patient, and wait for the patience of the Lord, that all who may be brought into the kingdom are brought, and all that is to occur, according to God’s timetable, occurs.  We may not understand it.  It may look to us like we are in the worst of times, but at the same time, we are in the best of times, because God is good; a stronghold that we can run to.  Let us never forget that God is good.  

Let’s pray.  Father in heaven, what glorious truths Your words bring to us, what words of comfort, of uplifting, of strengthening.    Father, we thank You.  Let us never forget You, that You are good, that You are stronghold for us to run to in times are trouble, that You remember those who seek refuge in You.  Father, I thank You.  Help me to run to You in times of trouble.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.  
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