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The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; 
Fools despise wisdom and instruction.
Proverbs 1:7
WISDOM: The SKILL of LIVING-How to navigate life well. Practical knowledge that helps one to know how to act and how to speak in different situations. The ability to avoid problems, the skill to handle problems when they present themselves. The ability to interpret other peoples’ speech and writing in order to react correctly to what they are saying to us. It does not necessarily excluded intelligence, but that is not the focus (Example: highlighting insects & animals which do certain things remarkably well, regardless of their IQ)
GROWTH in WISDOM comes from a lifetime of personal observation & experience as well as listening to parents, teachers who have wisely observed life. Growth also comes from learning from mistakes (ours or others) and humble acceptance of discipline. Ultimately, God is the revealer of true wisdom.
LITERARY CONSTRUCTION
· Brevity: compact statement to impact a thought. English translations are often unable to capture this device in the Hebrew. (author suggests that the New Living Translation does this best)

· Parallelism: the second line “echoes” or sharpens the truth of the first line (Pr 16:3)

· Antithetical parallelism: the second line is the opposite of the first line (Pr 14: 1-3,5)

· Better-than parallelism: shows the relative value of two things (Pr 15: 16-17)

· Numerical Parallelism: X, X+1 pattern such as “three, no four” says there are a number of different examples of the phenomenon, only a few of which are given. (Pr 30:18-19)

· Imagery: compares two things that are not essentially alike, sometimes for shock value (Pr 11:22)
· Acrostic: Each new line begins with a consecutive letter of the Hebrew alphabet. Assists in memorization and the idea that the picture is A-Z  complete (Pr 31)
· Alliteration: the line contains a concentration of a certain Hebrew letter or sound- creates coherence in the poetry and meaning of a line. (Pr 31:11: betah bah leb ba’lah…)
SUGGESTIONS for Studying or Teaching Proverbs
· Daily: Read one chapter per day corresponding to the day of the month (31 chapters)

· Topically: Since taking one proverb to represent God’s view on an issue would be quite misleading, read through the book, gathering truths on one particular topic. As you reflect on them, observe how they group themselves and how they deal with different aspects of a complex question such as “money”, “fools”, “words”, etc. (arranged topically in Daily Study Bible by K. Aitken)
· Meditatively: How are these two things alike, different? (Imagery) In what circumstances would this proverb apply/ not apply? What is the consequence of obedience/ disobedience? Identify biblical stories or people who may illustrate this proverb. Is there a corresponding New Testament teaching regarding this truth? How does Christ, the fulfillment of wisdom, illustrate the wisdom of this passage?
CAUTION:  Proverbs are NOT absolute laws or promises. They are “generally true” principles that depend on the right time and circumstance.

How wonderful to say the right thing at the right time (Pr 15:23)

A proverb in the mouth of a fool is like a thornbush brandished by a drunk (Pr 26:9)

Note on “ECCLESIASTES”: Solomon, the Preacher, warns against life’s inconsistencies & the overly optimistic view of rewards promised to the wise as found in Proverbs and shockingly pronounces wisdom as “meaningless” in this life (Ecc  2:12-17). However, his conclusions are not the conclusions of the book. A second “wise man” uses the Preacher’s words to warn his son, but reminds him that the true rewards of Proverbial wisdom reach far beyond this life…
         …when all has been heard: fear God and keep His commandments, because this applies to every person for God will bring every act to judgment, everything which is hidden, whether it is good or evil. (Ecc 12:12-14)
