WORSHIP

In the Old Testament,

The first usage of the word, “WORSHIP”, is exemplified in the life of Abraham in Genesis 22 
as he surrenders his lifetime of hope in the life of his son, Isaac, 
to the faithfulness of our loving God.

SACHAH (#7812) Worship is seen in the bowing down to a superior (deity). This figuratively shows submission to God’s authority by touching the ground with one’s forehead.

In the New Testament,
PROSKUNEW (# 4352) Worship frequently means to lie down prostrate before the One who is worthy to be worshipped. It is similar to the OT word and was first used when the Magi saw His star in the East and came to worship Jesus. It involves the attitude of humility on the person doing the bowing. Worship involves recognizing what one is NOT, in the presence of the One who alone IS worthy. It is a word of response, not emotion…..the normal, immediate response of man in the presence of Deity.

LATREIA (# 3000) Worship involves voluntary service to God in one’s heart and by one’s life. In the Hebrew culture, while it was indeed a great privilege to serve in God’s tabernacle or temple, the greatest act and privilege of “worship-service” was the privilege of studying God’s Holy word. 

 I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.                                    Romans 12:1-2
SEBOMAI  (# 4576) Worship is obvious to all who observe the habitual character of the person who has bowed before Christ and has said, “yes” to God’s rulership over his life. This word is often translated as “devotion” among other things. A person’s daily lifestyle clearly shows whether he is continually at worship under the Lordship of Christ. 

And a certain woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple fabrics, a worshiper of God, was listening; and the Lord opened her heart to respond to the things spoken by Paul. 









   Acts 16:14
The next time you hear a wonderful song or a sermon that touches you, remember that you have not worshipped until you have responded with a SURRENDERED HEART to what you have heard. Until what you know about Christ affects your lifestyle, you have not yet worshipped God. “Praise” is that which emanates from having truly worshipped God in our lives. There is no praise unless there has been TRUE WORSHIP.
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