A DIVIDED HEART…A DIVIDED NATION – LESSON 2
“Wisdom, a Heart to Hear”

Kay Arthur, Teacher


Welcome, my friend!  I have the privilege of standing here now with a group of people that have come from all over—and I mean all over—from Japan and China and Singapore, and other places, and across the United States.  We are going to study this with you.  They are here, and they are my audience, but I want you to know that you are my audience, and you are very, very important to me, to us here at Precept Ministries.  We thank God for your faithfulness, and we prayer that those Precept discussions will be a time of reasoning through the Scriptures, and that it will be like a ping-pong ball, going back and forth and all around, as you discuss these wonderful precepts for life.  


I want to begin by praying with you.  Let’s pray.  O Father, I thank You now that You have drawn each one by divine appointment to a study of Your word, Father, that will help them to know truth in a way (possibly) that they have never known it before, because as they interact with Your word, they are interacting with the living word of God.  Father, You tell us that it is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart, that it is a light unto our feet, that it is a lamp unto our path, that the very words that You have spoken are truth, and they sanctify us.  I pray now, Father, that you would use this series in an incredible way, and I pray that each student would persevere—that they would know that there is a warfare, but we are more that conquerors, and we are overcomers, and all they have to do is determine that they will not quit, that they will finish the course that is set before them, that they will do Your work in Your word and be spoken to by You.  So thank You, Father, for what you are going to do.  Now speak through Your servant in a powerful and in an enlightening way, so that we might have wisdom, and that we might have understanding, and that we in turn might have a real fear, a real respect of You.  I thank You now, Father, in Jesus’ name.  Amen


We are looking at history.  When you get to Samuel, and when you get to Kings, and you get to Chronicles, you are looking at history.  It is the history of God, first and foremost.  It is the history of Israel, God’s elect people, and it is the history of the nations.  As you read and study through the Old Testament God weaves all these together.  Now He doesn’t deal with all the nations in the world, but He deals with the nations that interface with His chosen people, the people of Israel.  So this is what you are looking at.  You are looking at history, and you need to remember that history is “His Story.”  It is God’s story.  It is God’s story from the beginning.  “In the beginning...,” and who is the first person that is mentioned?  “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth,” so you are, in a sense, getting the history, the story of God.

When I stop and think about these courses, I think, “Oh, I feel so sorry for the people in the church that do not study these books, because they are missing the most incredible lessons.”  In the Old Testament, God gives us the history. He gives us the voice of the prophets, and as He does this, He reveals Himself to us in a way that you are not going to meet Him in the New Testament.  You are not going to meet Him in the New Testament in the way you meet Him in the Old Testament.  As you go through the Old Testament, you are really ready for the New Testament.  I believe that what has happened in our society is that we have lost the fear of God.  You know that the fear of God is the beginning of wisdom, but we have lost the fear of God because we do not know God.  We don’t know God because we don’t know the whole counsel of God, and this is what we are all about.  


When you read these books, when you start and you continue through Kings and Chronicles, I want you to remember that you are reading the Bible that Jesus read.  You are reading the Bible that Jesus read!  This was Jesus’ Bible; this was Jesus’ book, and He spent a lot of time in this book.  Yes, He was the living word; He was the incarnate word, but He was also the one who, in the New Testament, would constantly refer us back to the Old Testament.  It was a book that He so valued that in the Sermon on the Mount, He warned them and assured them that not one jot or one tittle would ever be changed.  (Those are the little Hebrew “dingies” over the Hebrew words.)  He says, “Not one of those is going to be changed,” so He believed it, He referenced it, and He confirmed it.  He affirmed its power, because when He meets with Satan, and Satan tempts Him, what does He do?  He says, “It is written; it is written.”  So He affirmed its power.  

You and I have in our hands, beloved, the very words of God, and this is what I want you to understand.  It just hit me right dab in the face that when you pick up this book, or when I pick up this book, I am picking up the very words of God—not the thoughts of God, not the concepts of God, but the words of God.  He spoke in words, and holy men moved by the Holy Spirit, wrote these down.  Did they understand everything they were writing?  No, the New Testament tells us that they didn’t understand it, that they longed to look into it, they longed to understand these mysteries.  But these are the very words of God that they wrote down.  So you, in deciding to do this study, have honored God.  You have come to God, and you have said, “God, I esteem Your words as a priority in my life, and I am going to give You time to teach me the whole counsel of God.”  “The whole counsel of God” means that you go through it book by book by book.  You have to realize that there are sixty-six books in this Bible, and God deemed that all sixty-six of them were necessary so that you and I, a man of God/a woman of God, might be thoroughly furnished, exactly complete, for every good work of life.  That is what 2 Timothy 3:16-17 tells us about the word of God.  So this is what we are opening, and I want you to remember that every time you open it, you need to go to the Lord, and say, “Now, God, open the eyes of my understanding.  Help me to discern awesome truths from Your word; take Scripture and interpret with Scripture.”


When we come to 1 Kings, and when we come to 1 Chronicles, and then 2 Kings and 2 Chronicles follows, we put it together in a series called, “The Kings and the Prophets.”  When we come to these books you need to remember a couple of things.  First, in the Hebrew Bible, before the New Testament was ever written, 1 and 2 Kings were one book.  1 and 2 Chronicles were one book; 1 and 2 Samuel were one book.  But it was large book, and because it was so large, they divided it into 1 and 2 Kings.  When did they divide it?  They divided it when they did the Septuagint.  When you read through your commentaries (and many of you already know this, but some of you may not.  I didn’t know it when I started studying the Bible) and you see LXX, that is for seventy.  This is a symbol for the Septuagint.  

The Septuagint is a translation of the Bible, the Old Testament, from Hebrew into the Koine Greek.  When the Septuagint was written, they didn’t call 1 and 2 Kings (and that is when it was divided).  They called it 3 and 4 Kingdoms, because 1 Samuel was the first kingdom.  1 Samuel gives you the first king of Israel.  We moved from judges (and Samuel was a judge) to kings in the book of Samuel.  The first king in Samuel is Saul.  The second king is David, so 2 Samuel is  about David.  So that is the 1 and 2 Kingdoms.  Do you see what they did?  The 3 Kingdom would begin with Solomon, and then it would go to the rest of the kings.


When Jerome sat down and he wrote his Latin Vulgate Version of the Bible, which came six centuries after the Septuagint, he called the two “The Books of the Kings.”  So he called the two 1 and 2 Kings “The Book of the Kings.”  Then he called Chronicles 1 and 2, Chronicles.  So this is the way it was divided.  A Hebrew Bible would not have that.  If you looked at a Hebrew Bible, do you know where you would find Chronicles?  You would find Chronicles at the end of their Bible.  


I want to give you a setting of Kings, and I want to give you a setting of Chronicles, so I want you to look at I Kings 1 (this is what you studied).  1 Kings 1:1 opens up like this: “Now King David was old, advanced in age;” [So he (whoever wrote Kings) is showing us the transfer of the kingdom from David to Solomon.  Then he is going to show us the division of the kingdom, as we go through this book.  So we are going to see the division of that kingdom.  We are going to watch when it happens.  As you go all the way through to the end of 2 Kings (2 Kings 25) you come to that divided kingdom being taken into captivity.  I am not going to share with you where it happens, but after the kingdom is divided (931 B.C.) the Northern Kingdom goes into captivity.  The Southern Kingdom continues until this point.  I am giving you this so that you can get a synopsis of what 1 and 2 Kings is all about.  


In 2 Kings 25:8, it says, “Now on the seventh day of the fifth month, which was the nineteenth year of King Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard, a servant of the king of Babylon, came to Jerusalem.  (9) And he burned the house of the Lord,” [You are going to study the building of the house of the Lord.  So you have in 1 Kings.  In 2 Kings, as it ends, you have the house being burned.]
“and all the houses of Jerusalem; even every great house he burned with fire.  (10) So all the army of the Chaldeans who were with the captain of the guard broke down the walls around Jerusalem.  (11) Then the rest of the people who were left in the city and the deserters who had deserted to the king of Babylon, and the rest of the multitude, Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard carried away into exile.  (12) But the captain of the guard left some of the poorest of the land to be vinedressers and plowmen.” [Here you have the destruction of the Southern Kingdom by Babylon, and the destruction of the house.  That is the way that 2 Kings ends, except for (and this is important), (27) “Now it came about in the thirty-seventh year of the exile of Jehoiachin king of Judah, in the twelfth month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month, that Evil-merodach king of Babylon, in the year that he became king, released Jehoiachin king of Judah from prison; (28) and he spoke kindly to him and set his throne above the throne of the kings who were him in Babylon. (29) and Jehoiachin changed his prison clothes, and had his meals in the king’s presence regularly all the days of the his life.” [And it was good.  That book takes us up to the destruction, and then takes us into the thirty-seventh year of the exile.  They are in exile for a total of seventy years, so we know that Kings goes beyond that historical point.  Kings is written sometime after that, or sometime after the captivity—and v. 27 is added onto Kings.  But remember, this is a complete book.  What you have begun, you really need to complete.  You do not want to miss anything in this series on the kings and the prophets, because you are going to miss the big picture that is so important.]

Let’s go to Chronicles.  Now as you look at Chronicles, remember that they were one book.  Chronicles opens up in Chapter 1:1, with Adam, Seth, and Enosh.  Do any of you know who Adam is?  Of course!  We are all in trouble because of Adam and Eve.  Adam was the first man that God ever created, so Chronicles takes us all the way back to the beginning, and Chronicles lays out the genealogies, up to a certain point—and then it stops.  Where it stops enables us to figure out when Chronicles was written.  I am telling you all of this, because Kings and Chronicles both cover the same historical periods, except, of course, for these genealogies.  They cover the same kings, but they look at it from two different aspects.  I am not going to go into those aspects right now, but they look at it from two different aspects.  You need to keep this in mind as you study Kings and Chronicles, because you are going to say, “Why did they leave that out of Chronicles?”  Or, “Why did he put that in Chronicles when he didn’t put it in Kings?”  

God had a purpose, and the Bible was not only written for you and me living on this side of Calvary, living in the days when we are expecting the coming of the Lord, for the trumpet to sound, and the dead in Christ to be raised, and we who are alive and remain, to be caught up to meet the Lord in the air.  We are not only living in expectation of that day, and God hasn’t only spoken to us, He has been speaking to His people down through the ages.  What He wrote beforehand was written as examples and instruction for us upon whom the end of the ages has come, so that you and I might have encouragement, and so that you and I, having that encouragement, might persevere.  You will see me mentioning those verses from Romans 15 in the homework, but I want you to see that it starts with that.

2 Chronicles ends with the same destruction of Israel.  Let’s go to 2 Chronicles 36:15.  This is why, beloved, we have woven these two together, because sometimes when you study the kings (like you studied Manasseh in Kings) you don’t realize until you study Chronicles that Manasseh repented.  At the very end Manasseh repented, but you would never know it in Kings—but you know it in Chronicles, so it is very important.  (15) “And the Lord, the God of their fathers, sent word to them again and again by His messengers, because He had compassion on His people and on His dwelling place;” [You are going to study that dwelling place in this next week.] (16) “but they continually mocked the messengers of God, despised His words and scoffed at His prophets, until the wrath of the Lord arose against His people, until there was no remedy. (17) Therefore He brought up against them the king of the Chaldeans who slew their young men with the sword in the house of their sanctuary, and had no compassion on young man or virgin, old man or infirm; He (God) gave them all into his hand.” 


You read about the destruction of Jerusalem, and you shudder because you see that all this time God has been speaking to them.  God has been speaking to them; God has been trying to get them to be what He intended them to be, and they didn’t listen.  God is speaking to the church today; God has spoken right here in this book.  The problem is that we are too busy to study it.  The problem is that we think we know it all.  The problem is that we have turned to other things, instead of laying the solid foundation, and we are going to be in trouble just as they were in trouble.  We in the United States are going to be in trouble if we don’t listen to God, if we don’t fear God.  The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and to have understanding and knowledge is to depart from evil.  

You come on down, and you get something that you don’t get in Kings.  This is what you get.  (22) “Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia—in order to fulfill the word of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah—the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, so that he sent a proclamation throughout his kingdom, and also put it in writing, saying, (23) ‘Thus says Cyrus king of Persia, “The Lord, the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth, and He has appointed me to build Him a house in Jerusalem, which is in Judah.  Whoever there is among you of all His people, may the Lord his God with him, and let him go up!”’”


What is the next historical book that is going to be written after that?  It is going to be Ezra.  Along, in a sense, is Nehemiah, and Esther is stuck in there too.  I want you see that as we look at the end of both of these books which end up in captivity, it is because a divided heart leads to a divided kingdom.  If your heart is divided before God, it is going to bring division in your relationships.  It is going to bring division in your family.  It is going to, in a sense, divide you, so you are trying to live in two kingdoms.  So we see that a divided heart (and you will see that divided heart in Solomon) leads to a divided kingdom.  That divided heart and divided kingdom leads into captivity.  When our heart is divided, it always brings us into bondage.  It brings us into bondage because we have not walked the way that God says to walk.

When was Chronicles written?  I want to tell you that.  It was written after the book of Kings.  It had to be after the captivity, because we have these last verses that we have just looked at.  The earliest date that they think if could have been written is 500B.C.  If you have an Inductive Study Bible, and you open up to the front time chart (which is so valuable there), and you go to Page 46 in the New Inductive Study Bible, and you look on the time chart, you will see that the temple was rebuilt and finished (it had been destroyed, remember).  We saw it was destroyed at the end of Kings and the end of Chronicles, but it is rebuilt and it is finished) by 516 B.C.  (The calendar is going down.)  So we would have the earliest date of Chronicles (and there is almost war among theologians about the date of this book) would be 500 B.C.  That is because of 1 Chronicles 3.


You say, “What does all this have to do with me out in the marketplace?”  You have studied; you have done your homework; you have discussed it.  You have got enough for the marketplace.  Let’s get a little bit of understanding, a little bit of historical fact here, and then we will get into the more practical stuff.  Look at 1 Chronicles 3:17.  “And the sons of Jeconiah, the prisoner, were Shealtiel his son,” [When we read genealogies, they are so boring, until pretty soon you are ready Haggai (or something like that), and you say, “I have seen that name before.  Where was that name?”  Shealtiel was the son of Jeconiah, and we know when he is existing.  Then you come to v. 19.] (19) And the sons of Pedaiah were Zerubbabel…” [You meet Zerubbabel in the book of Zechariah.  You go on down, you follow the genealogies (it is too complicated), until you come down to verse 21, and you see…] (21) “And the sons of Hananiah were Pelatiah and Jeshaiah,” [We are down to his seven great-grandsons.  So this genealogy takes us to just before 500 B.C.  That is why they believe that this had to be written sometime after 500 B.C.]

Next I want us to see that tradition tells us that the Old Testament canon was finalized during the Persian period of Artaxerxes I.  That is the book of Nehemiah.  It was finalized during that time, during the time of Artaxerxes, and the one that followed him, which was Darius II, and the Old Testament was canonized.  Then it had to happen before then.  Figuring this out, they have come up with an historical date of about 450 B.C.; somewhere between 500 and 450 B.C. or 420 is where you have 2 Chronicles.  That is the historical setting, and these are the books.  I want you to see, and we are going to point out later on, why he says what he says in Chronicles at this period in history.  That is what you need to see.  You need to understand the setting of the book.

Now let’s go to 1 Kings.  As we go to 1 Kings, what I want you to see (and write down) is this:  Decisions lead to inevitable consequences.  The decisions that you and I make lead to inevitable consequences.  God is God, and He has laid down laws and precepts of life.  If we break them, no matter how gracious He is, no matter His lovingkindness, you and I can expect inevitable consequences.  This is what you see in Chapter 1, as some of the men side with Adonijah as he wants to take the throne—instead of letting Solomon have the throne.  We studied that in the end of David’s like in 2 Samuel.  You see what happens, in Chapters 1 and 2, to those who remain faithful to the word of God, and faithful to God’s choice—which is Solomon to sit on throne—and others that try to go against what God has ordained.  If you don’t remember anything else (you see it in Kings; you see it in Chronicles), you see that our decisions lead to inevitable consequences.  Watch it all the way through as you go through the books of Kings and Chronicles.  

When we look at this book, we see Solomon coming to the throne.  What was the responsibility of a king?  God had started out as their king.  It started out as a true theocracy, where God ruled over the people.  But God knew that this day was coming.  I want us to go back to Exodus 19:3, and I want us to see three important verses that show God’s intention for Israel.  If you will keep this in mind as you go through Kings and Chronicles, it will help you.  (3) “And Moses went up to God, and the Lord called to him from the mountain, saying, ‘Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob and tell the sons of Israel.  (4) You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’ wings, and brought you to Myself. (5) Now then, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant (which was the law that He had laid down), then you shall be My own possession among all the peoples, for all the earth is Mine; (6) and you shall be to Me…” [Here is this nation that is going to be His own possession.  What is this nation to be to Him?] “a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’” 

They are set apart; they are not to be like the rest of the world.  I believe that one of the reasons that Shimon Perez was never elected as the prime minister of Israel is simply because he made a statement, “I want Israel to be like the rest of the nations.”  And God says, “No!  You are not to be like the rest of the nations.”  In Deuteronomy 28, God sets out the consequences of obedience and disobedience.  He says, “I have set before you blessing, and I have set before you cursing.”  And He gives them the consequences.  In Deuteronomy 28 (we are not going to look at it) He mentions “the king that is over you.”  This is when it is a pure theocracy.  He knows what is going to happen, in His omniscience.  In His omniscience, He knows what is going to happen.  In His omniscience, He knows what is going to happen.   In His omniscience… (I stuck the needle there, because I want you to remember that statement.)  In His omniscience, He wants us to know and to understand that He knows that there is a day coming when they are going to turn around, and say, “We want a king like other people.”  


So He prepares them for this time.  That king is to be the vice-regent under God.  He is to rule according to God’s commandments.  He is to do what God tells him to do, and because of that (go to Deuteronomy 17:14), He tells them way ahead of time, before there is any mention of a king, what they are to do when the king comes on his throne.  He says, (17) “‘When you enter the land which the Lord your God gives you, and you possess it and live in it, and you say, “I will set a king over me like all the nations who are around me,” (15) you shall surely set a king over you whom the Lord your God chooses, one from among your countrymen…” [Then He tells what that king is to do.]

(18) “When he sits on the throne of his kingdom, he shall write for himself a copy of this law on a scroll in the presence of the Levitical priests. (19) And it shall be with him, and he shall read it all the days of his life, that he may learn to fear the Lord his God,” [The fear of God is the beginning of wisdom.] “by carefully observing all the words of the this law and these statutes, (20) that his heart may not be lifted up above his countrymen  and that he may not turn aside from the commandment, to the right or the left; in order that he and his sons may continue long in his kingdom in the midst of Israel.” 


So this is what God has set up the kings to do, and He has given them rules.  When Solomon comes to power, what is he to do, if he follows the law?  He is to write his own copy of the law.  He is to do it in the presence of the priests.  This is something that he sets down, and he begins, “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth,” and he goes all the way through Deuteronomy, and he knows what he is supposed to do. 

Can you imagine the pressure on Solomon by the time of 1 Kings 3?  What happens?  In Chapter 1, there is this attempted coup for the throne; in Chapter 2, David has told him what to do to all of his enemies.  Go to 1 Kings 2.  Go through and mark, over and over, the words “death” and “die” and “blood.”  You will see in 1 Kings 2:32, “The Lord shall return his blood on his own head.”  You see, “So that their blood will return in the head of Joab, so that they will not be guilty of his blood.”  So you find Solomon coming to power, and you find him, in this process of about three years, cleaning house and getting everything organized.  Can you imagine the pressure on him?  He has had one man after another man put to death, and finally, three years before 1 Kings 3, he puts Shimei to death.  You studied it.  He puts Shimei to death.


Look at 1 Kings 2:39.  “But it came about at the end of three years, that two of the servants of Shimei ran away,” [So Shimei chases them.  He was forbidden to go out of the city.  He was told, “If you go out of the city, you will be put to death.”  So what happens?  He puts him to death.] (44) “The king said to Shimei, ‘You know all the evil which you acknowledge in your heart, which you did to my father David; therefore the Lord shall return your evil on your own head. (45) But King Solomon shall be blessed, and the throne of David shall be established before the Lord forever.’ (46) So the king commanded Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and he went out and fell upon him so that he died.  Thus the kingdom was established in the hands of Solomon.”

How does 2 Chronicles open up?  It opens up where 1 Kings 3 begins.  It opens up with him going to Gibeon to make a sacrifice.  Stop and think!  It has been three years.  He has been putting these people to death.  He has been getting his kingdom in order.  That can be wearing.  I think even the bloodshed that he had to carry out, so to speak, as a divine executioner was very hard on that man.  There is one thing that he had—he had a heart for God.


1 Kings 3:1 says, “Then Solomon formed a marriage alliance with Pharaoh king of Egypt, and took Pharaoh’s daughter and brought her to the city of David, until he had finished building his own house and the house of the Lord and the wall around Jerusalem.” [That is how long she stayed in the city of David.]  (2) “The people were still sacrificing on the high places, because there was no house built for the name of the Lord until those days. (3) Now Solomon loved the Lord,” [He loved the Lord; his heart belonged to God.  Have you ever heard that old song, “My Heart Belongs to Daddy”?  No, you are too young.] (3) “Now Solomon loved the Lord, walking in the statutes of his father David, except he sacrificed and burned incense on the high places.” [He loved the Lord; he was a wise man, because the first time “wisdom” is mentioned in Kings is in Chapter 2.]

In 1 Kings 2:6, David is speaking to Solomon, and he says, (6) “‘So act according to your wisdom, and do not let his gray hair go down to Sheol in peace.’” [He is telling him to put Joab to death.]  (9) “‘Now therefore, do not let him go unpunished, for you are a wise man;’” [Solomon is a wise man; Solomon is a man that has a heart for God.  Solomon is a man that is going against the word of God, though, when he marries Pharaoh’s daughter.  That was forbidden.  So he has a wisdom, but it is not totally a wisdom from God.  He may have the knowledge of what he is supposed to do, and he should have, because he has written it down.  He knows he shouldn’t do that, but he is walking in his own wisdom, and trying to make this alliance—and it did work.  They did have peace with Egypt.]


He has a heart for God, but he is still offering sacrifices on the high places.  This is when you meet him in the days when God appears to him in a dream.  1 Kings 3:5 says, “In Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream at night; and God said, ‘Ask what you wish me to give you.’ (6) Then Solomon said, ‘Thou hast shown great lovingkindness to Thy servant David my father, according as he walked before Thee in truth and righteousness and uprightness of heart toward Thee; and Thou hast reserved for him this great lovingkindness, that Thou hast given him a son to sit on his throne, as it is this day. (7) And now, O Lord my God, Thou hast made Thy servant king in place of my father David, yet I am but a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in.’” [Look at all he has done; look at what he has been doing.  Look at what his father called him, and yet, what does he realize?  “I am not up to this!  I am not up to this!”  So the wise man seeks wisdom from God.  He is fearing God; he has a respect for God.  He knows, “I have got to lead these people.”]

(8) “‘And Thy servant is in the midst of Thy people which Thou hast chosen, a great people who cannot be numbered or counted for multitude. (9) So give Thy servant an understanding heart” [If you look at the footnote, it says, “a hearing heart.”  Why?  Because, where is wisdom?  What is the source of wisdom?  Who is this omniscience One, this all-wise, all-knowing God?  That is where wisdom resides.  He, at this time in his kingdom, realizes that when God says, “What do you want?” that the most important thing that he needs is a hearing heart.  “God, I need to hear from You, so give Your servant an understanding heart (Why?)] “to judge Thy people” [What does he realize?  He realized that, “These are not my people; these are Your people.  This is not my nation; this is Your nation.  It is a nation that is to be a kingdom of priests unto You.  It is a nation that is to be holy unto You.  God, this is not my nation.  These are Your people.  I am your vice-regent.  To be the right kind of a vice-regent, I have to have a hearing heart.  I have to have wisdom.”]

What do you and I need in order to live life the way that God wants?  We need the knowledge of God, and we need the wisdom that takes that knowledge, and says, “In the light of what I know about God, this is the way that I am to walk.”  What did we see?  These are the very words of God, so if these are the very words of God, beloved, then this is knowledge.  What is wisdom?  Wisdom says, “These are Your words, and I am going to listen to You.  I am going to have wisdom.  I am going to fear You; I am going to respect You.  I am going to honor You.  If this is what You have said, if this is what You, the creator of all the universe, has said, if this is what You have said, and You are the one who has given me life and breath and numbered my days, then, God, I am going to listen to Your words.”  That is wisdom!  The choice that you have made to study this Bible, to study this way, to come face to face with the word of God, is wisdom on your part, and I applaud you.  I applaud you, because you have made a wise decision.


As you go through Kings, you are going to find out that the last time word “wise” or “wisdom” is used is in 1 Kings 11:41, which talks about the death of Solomon.  It is not mentioned after that.  It is not that people are not wise after that, but I want you to see that when you think of Solomon, think of wisdom and where wisdom begins.  Here is a wise man; he has done a lot of things, but true wisdom begins with a fear of the Lord.  True wisdom is an act of humility, because you are bowing the knee, and saying to God, “God, I cannot handle this on my own knowledge, on my own understanding, on my own wisdom.  God, I have to have wisdom from You.  I have got to have a hearing heart.  I have got to be able to discern, as I walk through life, where I am to go, what I am to do, how I am to work with people, how I am, in a sense, to organize my life under Your rule, because I am here, in a sense, as a child of God, a vice-regent here on this earth, to display to the world who You are.  I need Your wisdom in order to do this.  This is what I need, God, so give me wisdom.”  


You know that God was absolutely thrilled, and God said to him, (11) “‘And God said to him, “Because you have asked this thing and have not asked for yourself long life, nor have asked riches for yourself, nor have you asked for the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself (and this is what wisdom is) discernment to understand justice.” [Do you stop in a situation—maybe you have heard something.  There are times when I have reacted to what somebody else has done, and I have found out later that I was wrong.  I was wrong because I did not stop to ask God for His wisdom, to ask God for His understanding.  I, in my pride, thought I knew it and understood it all.  We see here that the beginning of wisdom begins with humility.  Humility is, “I need to understand what You are saying.  I need to hear what You want me to do.  That is what I need, and I need it from You.”

You have gone through the Scriptures, and you have studied, but I would suggest that you sit down and go through the book of Proverbs, and mark “wisdom” all the way through that.  You know why Solomon asked for wisdom, because you have studied it.  You know that he climbed on his father’s knee (Proverbs 4), and his father said to him, “Above all, acquire wisdom.  This is wisdom, my son Solomon.  Wisdom is acquiring wisdom.  You cannot get enough of the practical application of truth.”  So David is saying, “Get wisdom!”


When you look at this, the very last passage in Proverbs that is written by Solomon that has to do with wisdom is in Proverbs 24:3.  “By wisdom a house is built,” [If you have a family, you need to build that family by wisdom.] “and by understanding it is established;” [So it is wisdom and understanding that build a house and establish a house.  This is what Solomon is about—he is about building a house of God; he is about building the house of David because he is the son of David, and because of the promise.]  You come to Proverbs 24:13-14, and he is talking about honey and sweet it is (in verse 13), and in verse 14, he says, “Know that wisdom is thus for your soul; if you find it, then there will be a future, and your hope will not be cut off.” 


Do you want wisdom?  I want wisdom; I want to plug into the wisdom of God.  And do you know that God made provision for that to happen?  He made provision for that to happen through a man by the name of Jesus Christ.  That is how He made that provision.  In Isaiah 11:1, he prophesied about Him, and this is what he said, “Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse (that’s the father of David), and a branch from his roots will bear fruit. (2) And the Spirit of the Lord will rest on Him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and strength, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord,” [It goes on the describe the Lord Jesus Christ.  It is a prophecy.  That is where wisdom is found.]


Go to 1 Corinthians 1:30. (You have already studied it and discussed it—the wisdom of the world versus the wisdom of God.)  You came down to that incredible verse in Chapter 1 that says, (30) “But by His doing (by God’s doing) you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption, (31) that, just as it is written, ‘Let him who boasts, boast in the Lord.’” [Where is the wellspring of all wisdom?  I wanted to take you to Job 12:13-25, where it talks about God in all of His wisdom.]  

How do you and I tap into the wisdom of God?  God has not given us a vision; God has not given us a dream.  He has not asked us, “What do you want?”  “Ask Me, and I will give it to you.”  And He doesn’t have to ask us, “What do you want?  I will give it to you,” because He has given us everything that we need.  Everything that pertains to life and godliness is found in Jesus Christ.  He is the wellspring of all wisdom.  He has been made to us wisdom, and understanding of how to take truth and live it out in a way that is pleasing to God.  He has given it to us in His Son, so you and I have wisdom if we have Jesus living inside of us.  So we don’t have to ask; we have got it.  But what do we have to do?  We have to appropriate it.  If wisdom is the application of knowledge, then here is the wisdom of God.  Here is the knowledge of God.  For me to hear, and for me to believe, and for me to obey—that is wisdom.  That’s what it is.

In Psalm 90:10, it says, “As for the days of our life, they contain seventy years, or if due to strength, eighty years, yet their pride is but labor and sorrow; for soon it is gone and we fly away.  (11) Who understands the power of Your anger, and Your fury, according to the fear that is due You? (12) So teach us to number our days, that we may present to You a heart of wisdom.” 

“Teach me to number my days.”  That is why I study the Bible the way I do.  That is why I spend the hours in this book, because I want wisdom.  I want wisdom.  I want, whatever my days are, to apply my heart to wisdom.  I want to know Jesus Christ, in His depth and in His fullness.  I want to know the Bible that Jesus knew.  I want to know the history of God.  I want to the history of his people.  I want to know the history of the nations, because through that history, I get wisdom, and I get understanding, and I get encouragement.  I know then how I am to live.  I am to live by every word that comes out of the mouth of God, and I am telling you—that is wisdom, and that is what Solomon wanted.  “Give me a hearing heart, a heart to hear Your word.”  

We have far more than Solomon ever had.  We have the complete revelation of God, and we have the Son of God who is to us the wisdom that we need.  Congratulations for making the decision that you are going to be a student of the word of God.  I promise you, on the authority of this word, and on the testimonies of people all around the world, if you will study it, and if you will dig it out for yourself, it will take you through any situation of life, because you will know how to do it, because you have His wisdom.
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