A DIVIDED HEART…A DIVIDED NATION – LESSON 3
“A Temple for His Name, His Glory”

Kay Arthur, Teacher


A temple for His name—a temple for His glory!  I want you to know that we have had a long prayer here, on your behalf and on our behalf, that the Lord would speak to us, and that we would desire that everything in His temple says, “Glory to the Lord.”  You have done a lot of studying this week, and you have looked at a lot of technical things, but you have seen the application of it all as we have taken you to the New Testament.  


I want us to start in 2 Chronicles 2:1, and then we are going to back up.  I will tell you why in just a minute.  (This is equivalent to 1 Kings 5.)  (1) “Now Solomon decided to build a house for the name of the Lord.” [Every time you go through the Scriptures, and you see about building a house, you are almost always see “build a house,” and then you will see “for the name of the Lord,” (“for the name of the Lord; for the name of the Lord”) which gives you the purpose of the house.  He decided to build a house for the name of the Lord.] “and a house for himself.”


Now drop down to v. 4.  In v. 3, Solomon sent word to Huram the king of Tyre, saying, (4) “‘Behold, I am about to build a house for the name of the Lord my God, dedicating it to Him, to burn fragrant incense before Him, and to set out the showbread continually, and to offer burnt offerings morning and evening, on sabbaths and on new moons and on the appointed feasts of the Lord our God, this being required forever in Israel.” [We are going to come back and look at this verse, but I want you to see how 2 Chronicles opens up.  In the first chapter, we have the account of him being blessed by God in a dream, and his telling God that he wants wisdom above all.  “Give me wisdom and knowledge, that I may go out and come before this people, so that I will know how.”  And then, in Chapter 2, he starts on building a house.]

I want us to go back and look at a segment in Chronicles that is not given to us in the book of 2 Samuel, and is not given to us in Kings.  It has to do with the building of this house, so we are going to back up.  Before we do—if you have a New Inductive Study Bible, open up to the front of 2 Chronicles and look at the Hebrew characters there, you will find out what Chronicles is called in the Hebrew Bible.  It is divre (also spelled “dibre”, because when they transliterate, they have a hard time putting it into the English equivalent) hay yamim.  (The reason I am giving that to you is so that you can understand what that word means.)  It means “the words of the days.”  Dibar (divre) can also be translated into “the things of the days” or “the ideas of the days,” because ideas are words put together.  Or “the events of the days.”  Some look at it as “the annals of time.”  When you go through 1 Kings, you see them using this word “Chronicles,” “Chronicles,” “Chronicles,” over and over; not only in reference to the Chronicles of God, but to the chronicles of other peoples.  That word is this divre hay yamim, and because you could translate it this way, it is also “the happenings of the days.”  

What are these happenings of the days?  I want us to look at the happenings of the days of Solomon, from the perspective of Chronicles.  Today, as I teach you, basically I am going to stay in Chronicles, because I want to put 2 Chronicles in its setting.  Remember, we saw in our last lesson, that 1 and 2 Chronicles were originally one book.  What is the emphasis as you read through Chronicles?  I want to tell you, so that you will watch for it.  When you read through Chronicles, which was a book that was written for the remnant that had returned from Babylonian exile, we know from what I taught you last, and from looking at the events of the days, and the chronology of them, it was probably written after the temple was rebuilt.  But here are people that have returned, a small remnant in comparison to those that went into exile, compared to those that were killed, because many went into exile, but they didn’t all return.  So here, in a sense, is this small, little remnant, trying to preserve everything that is important about them as a people.  

As a matter of fact, if you would go to Israel with us (I would be thrilled.  I would be out of my mind, because it is the most favorite thing I do in all the world—to take teaching tours to Israel.  I am with you all day, and we have the best time.  We just study up a storm, but we become friends, and we laugh, and we pray together.  We weep and we sing, but most of all we study, and we do it such a way that you will never forget it.), and if you went to the museum in Tel Aviv, called the Diaspora Museum (The Diaspora refers to the dispersion of the exiles.  It talks about how these people preserved their Jewishness when they were living among the Gentiles.  They preserved it by keeping the law, by celebrating (as best they could) the feasts.  When these exiles returned to Jerusalem and began to rebuild the temple and then rebuild the wall, God wanted them to remember several things.  He wanted them to remember the importance of the temple, because, remember what He said about the temple being required forever in Israel.  In other words, the offerings in the morning and evening were required forever in Israel; the feasts were required forever in Israel.  All of things could only be done—or should only be done—one place, and that is the temple.  That is why you don’t see the sacrifices today in Israel, because there is no temple.


So first, He wanted them to remember the temple.  He is going to talk a lot about the temple in Chronicles.  Second, He wanted them to remember the priests.  “The priests are the priests are the priests, and there is not to be any syncretism.  There is not to be any blending.  You are to keep a purity in your worship of Me.  You are to do it according to My word.  You are to do it at the place that I have ordained, the temple, and you are to do it with the men that I have ordained.”

Do you remember the sin of Korah, when Korah said, “We can go in, and we can do these things.”  God opened the ground and swallowed them, because God wants purity in His worship.  You need to remember that, and I need to remember that for myself today.  God wants purity in His worship.  He wanted them to understand that the house of Levi and those in the house of Aaron and those that would serve the Lord.  These two things were laid down in the book of the law, in the Torah.  The law was the old covenant.  So He wants His people that have returned from exile to continue to remember these things, so this is part of the purpose of Chronicles.  

The other thing is that He wants them to remember the purity of Israel as a nation in their worship of God.  That means that He does not want them worshipping Him and worshipping idols.  You are going to see a lot about that as you move through Chronicles.  


The last thing that I want to tell you today that you are going to see is an emphasis on the house of David.  David was from the tribe of Judah, and because they are returning after the Babylonian exile, and because God has made a covenant with David (the Davidic covenant) that there will not fail for someone to sit on his throne forever.  Why does He want them to remember this?  Because there is one that is going to come from the stem of Jesse, from the root of David, from the tribe of Judah, and it is going to be the Messiah.  He wants them to remember all these things, to hold all these things intact, because when He comes, He wants them to be able to recognize Him.  


He gives us a segment in Chronicles that is not in Samuel, and it is not in 1 Kings, and I want us to go back there.  It is 1 Chronicles 22-29, but I want us to back up to Chapter 21, because what happens in 1 Chronicles 21 is recorded also for us in the last chapter of 2 Samuel.  The event in 1 Chronicles 21 is the same event that is recorded for us at the end of 2 Samuel.  Why am I doing all this?  I want you to see the absolute beauty of the way the word of God is put together, but I want to see how it is interwoven.  So many times we study 1 Kings—and that is it.  Then we study 2 Kings—and that is it.  Then we come to 1 Chronicles, (we really don’t do it, but if we would study it) and we don’t combine them and see the beauty of what God is telling us in His story.


In 1 Chronicles 21, you have David buying the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite.  That ought to ring a bell from your homework, but I want to tell you what happened to me one day on one of these tours to Israel.  We would go up to the temple mount area.  When you see a picture of Jerusalem, and you see the golden dome in that picture, that is the temple mount.  In your mind, just take it off, and put the temple that you saw from Solomon’s day there—or we can put another temple there—but that is where the temple went.  That is called the temple mount, and we went up there.  We went into the golden dome; we looked in the mosque, and everything, and I had gotten special permission to teach up there.  Now this is Muslim territory, but this is what happened that day.  I have a real good Arab friend that has watched me for years, and he came up to me a number of years ago, and he said, “I have watched you for years, and you are genuine.  You are real, and I have seen it over the years.”  We are friends, and he has a connection there, and has people that live there.  


He got us up there at a special time when no one else would be up there, with our special guards standing around.  I took them over, and sat them on the steps.  (You are the steps, and the Eastern Gate is right over there.  So you can know that you are looking across to the Mount of Olives.)  We sat down there, and I forget, and I said, “Let’s pray!”  They are saying, “Don’t pray,” and I forgot that we were allowed to go up there, (and this is the Muslims) but we were not allowed to carry a Bible, and we were not allowed to pray to our God.  So I just prayed with my eyes wide open, and I was praying in English and they didn’t understand it.  They just looked at me with their eyes wide open, and we talked to the God of heaven, the true and only God.  Then I taught them everything about that temple mount—that this was where Abraham offered Isaac, that this was Mount Moriah where God told Abraham, “Take your son, your only son, whom thou lovest (the first time “love” is used in the word of God), and offer him as a sacrifice.”  It is a father, with an only son whom he loves, offering him as a sacrifice.  What a picture of God the Father offering Jesus Christ, His only begotten Son, as an offering for us!  

Then I took them (and this is all just memory), and I took them to this same event in 2 Samuel, where David has numbered the people.  He has disobeyed God; God has brought a plague.  He has just wiped these people out, and David has cried to God, and God, in His mercy, stays His hand, and so David buys the threshing floor of Ornan, and offers a sacrifice there.  The threshing floor of Ornan is the temple mount.  I was saying to the people, “You can see (and I was sharing all these different things) from this that this property belongs to God.  This is God’s; it belongs to the Jewish people.  David has purchased it,”—and I went on and I taught all of this.


There was a Jewish gal there that is a friend of mine that is a policewoman.  She went down into the Jewish quarter, and she talked to some of my orthodox Jewish friends.  They were beside themselves.  They said, “I can’t believe it!  I can’t believe it!”  These are orthodox Jews, saying, “This was a prophetic moment.  You could go up on that temple mount, and you could do what we are not allowed to do.  You could stand there, and in the name of God, declare that it belongs to us.”  Well, honey, I got so excited that they got so excited.  I didn’t think it was a prophetic moment, but let them think what they want.  It belonged to them.  This is what happened on this spot.


Look at 1 Chronicles 21:28.  “At that time, when David saw that the Lord had answered him on the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite, he offered sacrifice there.” [Next to that, mark in your Bibles (if you want to) 2 Chronicles 3:1.] “Then Solomon began to build the house of the Lord in Jerusalem on Mount Moriah, where the Lord had appeared to his father David, at the place that David had prepared on the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite.” [Isn’t that awesome?  And you would have missed it if you hadn’t picked up what God is saying in Samuel, and if you hadn’t picked up what He is saying in 1 Chronicles.  You would have missed the beauty of this whole event by not knowing all the Scriptures, and seeing how they blend together.]

He built the house in the place, in Jerusalem.  Now go to Deuteronomy 12:1-12.  (1) “These are the statutes and the judgments which you shall carefully observe in the land …” [Remember that all the way through the Bible, you should be marking every reference to “the land”, when it refers to the land that God gave to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob for an everlasting possession, because that is the way you get your good systematic theology on what the land is all about.] “which the Lord, the God of your fathers, has given you to possess as long as you live on the earth.” [In other words, the Jews are to possess that land as long as they live on the earth.]


(2) “You shall utterly destroy all the places where the nations whom you shall dispossess serve their gods, on the high mountains and on the hills and under every green tree.” [What is He talking about (because you are going to see this term all the way through Chronicles and Kings)?  “He went up; he served the Lord; or he did what was good in the sight of the Lord, but he did not tear down the Asherim, and he offered sacrifices on the high places.”  Remember, He wants a purity of worship (in Chronicles).  So God is telling them in v. 3, “And you shall tear down their altars and smash their sacred pillars and burn their Asherim with fire, and you shall cut down the engraved images of their gods, and you shall obliterate their name from that place.”[Why?  Because there is only one God, and He is a jealous God, and He will not have you worshipping anyone else.] (4) “You shall not act like this toward the Lord your God.”


You know, I was just thinking about how people will run to a rock star, or they will run to a movie star, or how they will stand in line for hours (or camp there in the middle of the night) so that they can get a ticket so they can go see this “idol.”  And yet, they won’t sit at the feet of God; they won’t listen to Him; they won’t worship Him.  They will spend their money; they will dress like this rock star dresses.  They will sing his songs, and do all of this, but they don’t do it for God.  There is something terrible wrong and out of whack.

(5) “But you shall seek the Lord at the place which the Lord your God shall choose from all your tribes,” [If you are marking geological locations you would double-underline this in green.] “to establish His name there for His dwelling, and there you shall come.” [Where did Solomon build the temple?  Jerusalem.  What place?  On Mount Moriah, the threshing floor of Ornan that David bought from the Jebusite (because Jerusalem used to be called Jabeth), and he owned that property.  It has belonged to him, and it has belonged to the house of David forever.  This is the place that God choose.]

(6) “And there you shall bring your burnt offerings, your sacrifices, your tithes, the contribution of your hand, your votive offerings, your freewill offerings, and the first-born of your herd and of your flock. (7) There also you and your households shall eat before the Lord your God, and rejoice in all your undertakings…” [In other words, what is the temple to be?  This is so important.  The temple is to be the center of their worship; it is to be the center of their lives.  This is the only place that they are to come and worship God.]

(10) “When you cross the Jordan and live in the land which the Lord your God is giving you to inherit, and He gives you rest from all your enemies around you so that you live in security, (11) then it shall come about that the place in which the Lord your God shall choose for His name to dwell, there you shall bring all that I command you:” [When did Solomon build the temple?  When he had rest from all his enemies.  Don’t you love it!  Don’t you absolutely love it!  Back here in the law before they ever get to the Promised Land, when they are on the other side of the Jordan, when they are at Mount Nebo, He is telling them all this stuff that is eventually going to come to pass when the third king of Israel takes his throne.  Incredible!  Beautiful!  Absolutely beautiful!]


(13) “Be careful that you do not offer your burnt offerings in every cultic place you see,” [Now what has Solomon done?  Solomon had done that.  We saw that in 1 Kings.  Remember, before he has the dream from God, he goes up to the high places and he makes sacrifices, and God is saying, “Don’t you do that.”] (14) “but in the place which the Lord chooses in one of your tribes, there you shall offer your burnt offerings, and there you shall do all that I command you.” [So what has He just done?  He has just narrowed down one place for them to make offerings—and no other place.  One place for them to make sacrifices—and no other place.  Now Solomon is about to build that place in that city where God has chosen for His name to dwell.  Awesome!  Absolutely incredible!]


Now let’s go back to 1 Chronicles 22.  In 1 Chronicles 22, through the end of this book (which is the middle), you now have something that you don’t have in Samuel and you don’t have in Kings.  (1) “Then David said, ‘This is the house of the Lord God, and this is the altar of burnt offering for Israel.’ (2) So David gave orders to gather the foreigners who were in the land of Israel, and he set stonecutters to hew out stones to build the house of God.” [So it is on David’s heart to build the house of God.  Then go down to v. 5.]
(5) “And David said, ‘My son Solomon is young and inexperienced, and the house that is to be built for the Lord shall be exceedingly magnificent, famous and glorious throughout all the lands.’” [In other words, he is to build a house like no one else has ever seen—like no other god has.  It is to be exceedingly magnificent and glorious and famous.] “‘Therefore I will make preparation for it.’  So David made ample preparations before his death.” [Where is his death recorded?  1 Kings 1 and 2 is where his death is recorded.]


(6) “Then he called for his son Solomon, and charged him to guild a house for the Lord God of Israel. (7) And David said to Solomon, ‘My son, I had intended to build a house to the name of the Lord my God. (8) But the word of the Lord came to me, saying, “You have shed much blood, and have waged great wars; you shall not build a house to My name, because you have shed so much blood on the earth before Me. (9) Behold, a son shall be born to you, who shall be a man of rest; and I will give him rest from all his enemies on every side; for his name shall be Solomon” [And Solomon means “peaceful.”], “and I will give peace and quiet to Israel in his days.” [Who gives peace and quiet to a land?  God does, and you need to remember that when things like September 11th happens.  It is God that gives peace.  God is the sovereign ruler of all the universe, and He is about to build a house for His name.  When you think of God, what is one of His names?  Jehovah-shalom—the Lord is peace.  God is not a God of war.  God is a God of justice, but God is not a God of war.  God is a God of peace.  He is the God of life, so He is not a God of death, which is what war brings.  “So David, you can’t build it.  You have got much blood on your hands.  You are responsible for the death of a lot of people, but your son will build it.  He is peaceful, and he will build it, because this is what My house is all about.  My house is about My name.”]  

Stop and think about the house of the Lord.  Stop and think about what you saw today when you walked in (when you looked at Solomon’s temple and you discussed it), what was outside the temple itself?  What piece of furniture was outside?  It was the brazen altar.  The brazen altar was a picture of how God is going to bring life to a world of sinners that are condemned to death, because “the wages of sin is death.”  “The soul that sinneth, it shall surely die.”  So because the wages of sin is death, and because God is a God of life and a God of peace, and His name is going to be here at this temple, everything in that temple shows you something about God.  It shows you about this great salvation that God has planned for us.  It is a picture form, so that eventually, when the shadow is replaced by the substance, we will recognize the substance because we have seen its shadow.  The brazen altar was the first place that the sacrifice was made, where you came and you brought your offering.  You brought your sin offering; you brought your guilt offering; you brought your trespass offering.  You brought the offerings that were named in Leviticus, and you did this because you were alienated from God.  


That brazen altar is a picture of the cross where the Lamb of God was slain, in a sense, before the foundation of the world.  In other words, it was put there as a picture of something that was going to happen that in the mind and heart of God right from the beginning.  So when you think of the brazen altar right here, you think of the cross of Jesus Christ.  Life begins with the sacrifice, because when you receive Jesus as your Savior, when you acknowledge that He died for you, He, who knew no sin, was made to be sin for you and me, that you and I might be made the righteousness of God in Him.  When you recognize that, you pass from death to life.  You pass from the kingdom of darkness to the kingdom of light.  You pass from the power of Satan to the kingdom of God.  So this temple spoke of this so great salvation that awaited you.

The next thing that you found outside was this huge brazen laver.  They called it “the bronze sea,” and that was where the priests would wash.  When you become a child of God, according to the New Testament, you become a kingdom of priests unto God, and as a kingdom of priests, you go to the laver.  The laver is a picture of the word of God, where you and I are cleansed by the washing of the water of the word of God, day by day.  So that is what that bronze laver represents.  You say, “What about all those little wash basins by the side?” That is where they cleansed the sacrifices, the animals, as they cut them up and prepared them for the sacrifice.  


When you walked into the temple (of course, you have the two pillars, and we are going to look at those later) you came into a room that had the ten lamp stands and ten tables.  Those lamp stands were a picture of the light that you are now walking in, because you are no longer walking in darkness, because you have seen the light of life, and you have believed in Him.  You no longer belong to the kingdom of darkness, so those lights, those lamp stands, were a picture of Jesus, who is the light of the world, and those that say that they really know Him are to walk even as He walked, in the light.  And this is peace—not to stumble in the darkness, but to have the light of life so that you know where you are going.  

Then on both sides of the room in Solomon’s temple they had the tables of showbread.  Those tables of showbread were where the priests would take the bread, the bread of the presence.  Jesus said, “I am the bread of life.  He that eats Me will never die.”  You will never ever die, because this temple is a picture of life, not of death.  It is picture of peace, and not of war.


Then, just in front of the veil which was torn in two in the days of Jesus and one of the Herods, was the altar of incense, a picture of the fact that you have a high priest that ever lives to make intercession for you.  There is peace there; there is life there.  You can make it!  You can be more than a conqueror, because you have a great high priest that has entered within the veil for you.  You know the veil, and you know the story of the veil, and you know that when Jesus hung on the cross, the veil was torn in two from top to bottom, signifying (as Hebrews 10 tells us) that there is a new way to come into the presence of God through the “rent veil of the flesh of the Son of God.”  So you come into His presence, and that is peace.  That is rest, and that is quietness, and that is life, because you know that He is God, and as Hebrews 10 says, “Your guilt is gone because of what God has wrought for us in Christ Jesus.”  When you stand there, that ark of the covenant is a picture of the very throne of God.

Now in the days of Herod, in the days of Jesus, when the veil was torn in two, it was the end of the sacrificial system, to everybody that understood.  To everybody that had the light of life it was the end.  There was no more need of a temple, because it had all been replaced in the person of the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ.  It is so beautiful!  And this is what we see here.  “He is the God of life and peace.”


I think of 2 Corinthians 5:20, this awesome, incredible passage.  It talks about us being ambassadors for Jesus Christ, and this is what you are, because you are the temple of God now.  (20) “Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an appeal through us;” [In other word, you are His voice here.  We saw this.] “we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.”

What is the temple all about?  The temple is all about a sinner being reconciled to God, but in that reconciliation, not just having his sins forgiven, but walking in the light of life, feeding on the bread of life, knowing you have a high priest that makes intercession you, knowing that your guilt is gone, because the veil has been rent in two, and living in the very presence of God.  And what has happened?  If the Holy Spirit is dwelling in you, then you, in a sense, are living in the very presence of God; Christ in you, the hope of glory.  This is what it was all about.

(21) “He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.” [All of this tells us how we are made righteous, how we are made right and put in right standing before God.]

Go back to 1 Chronicles 22:10.  “He shall build a house for My name,” [“For My name” doesn’t mean, “Oh, yes.  I think of God.  He is Jehovah-shalom.  I think of God; He is Jehovah-shammah, the Lord who is there.  I think of Him; He is Jehovah-tsidkenu, our righteousness.  I think of Him; He is Jehovah-jireh, the one who has provided Himself as a sacrifice.”  It is not just that I think of Him, but it is “that My name might dwell there.”  The name was synonymous with the person, so not only is it a connection to His name, but it is actually God, in His shekinah glory, in that pillar of cloud by day and that pillar of fire by night, dwelling in that temple.  That is what you saw happening, as we are going to come to it in just a little bit.] (10) “‘He shall build a house for My name, and he shall be My son, and I will be his father; and I will establish the throne of his kingdom over Israel forever.’” [Forever, forever, forever!]  

Now you have just seen what Chronicles wants them to remember.  Chronicles wants them to remember the temple, and that is the old covenant.  Chronicles wants them to remember the Davidic covenant, and he just quoted the Davidic covenant again.  “He will sit on the throne of My kingdom, for how long?  Forever.  But Solomon died, so who is going to take that throne and sit on it forever and ever?  It is the Son of God, from the tribe of Judah, from the house of David.  His name is Jesus Christ.  He is going to sit on that throne.


(19) “‘Now set your heart…” [Remember that we are looking at “a divided heart…a divided kingdom.”]  “and your soul to seek the Lord your God; arise, therefore and build the sanctuary of the Lord God, so that you may bring the ark of the covenant of the Lord, and the holy vessels of God into the house that is to be built for the name of the Lord.” [We are to set our heart on the temple of God.  The temple of God is where we worship God.  We are to set out heart on worshipping God.  Worshipping God is not just those few minutes, or too long, before the message, and the short message.  It is not that time when you just stand there.  That is a part of worship, but it is a small part of worship.  There is a reasonable service of worship (Romans 12:1-2 says) when you “present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service of worship.”  That is it.  Our life is to be one of constant worship of God.  This is what He is saying here.]

What does He do in Chapters 23, 24, 25, and 26?  He tells them every thing about taking care of this house.  He tells them about the priests; He names the sons, He names the genealogies, so to speak, and He talks about everything about taking care of this house.  This is important to these people, these exiles that have come back and rebuilt the temple.  What is He saying?  “Yes, you saw that temple.  Yes, you wept about it, because it was so small, but you are to take care of it, because I, God, am going to do a great and mighty thing.”


1 Chronicles 29:1 says, “Then King David said to the entire assembly, ‘My son Solomon, whom alone God has chosen, is still young and inexperienced and the work is great; for the temple is not for man, but for the Lord God.’” [This was not for man; this was for God, but it was for a God that so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, because He wanted you in the family of God.  This speaks of the “so great a salvation” that we see in the temple.  But the temple is not for man; it is for the Lord.]  


1 Corinthians 6:13.  This is the beauty of you studying inductively, marking the text, because the Holy Spirit will ring your bell, and bring you back.  (13) “Food is for the stomach, and the stomach is for food; but God will do away with both of them.  Yet the body is not for immorality, but for the Lord; and the Lord is for the body.” [Now what is your body?  Go down to v. 19.] “Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you.” [So your body is not for you; it is for the Lord.  That ought to determine how you dress.]  

I went to the chiropractor the other day, and I saw a woman from our church.  I nearly died.  She is a cute little thing, and I hadn’t seen her in a long time, and I wasn’t dying of jealousy.  Her skirt came to here, and when she sat down, you could look right up her skirt.  I thought, “She doesn’t know what that does to men,” and they are not dirty old men—that is the way God made them, turned on by sight.  What she doesn’t realize is that the way I dress is not because it is hot or because it is cold, not because it is comfortable, not for any other reason, but “Does this glorify You?”  The body is for the Lord.  What I eat, what I drink, what I put on—everything in this temple (as it says in the Old Testament) is to bring glory to God, because the body is for the Lord, just as the temple is not for man, but for the Lord God.

Look at v. 16.  He is praising God that God has allowed him to give all that he has in order to build this temple.  You see, all that you and I have is to build the body, the temple, of God.  The temple of God is not just you, but it is all of us, being built up into a holy dwelling for Lord God Almighty.  It is the work of the kingdom.  Every time you give to this ministry, every time you give send us something, every time you help buy the books, you are helping us build the kingdom of God.  We are in 120+ countries; we are in 56 or 58 languages now.  Very few of those people ever pay for their books.  You are doing it.  We are building the body of Jesus Christ.  That is what it is all about.


So he is so excited.  1 Chronicles 29:14 says, “But who am I and who are my people that we should be able to offer as generously as this?  For all things come from Thee, and from Thy hand we have given Thee. (15) For we are sojourners before Thee, and tenants, as all our fathers were; our days on the earth are like a shadow, and there is no hope. (16) O Lord our God, all this abundance that we have provided to build Thee a house for Thy holy name. [If you could stop and think, when you get ready to go out, when you get dressed, when you do anything, “This is a house for His holy name.”  The body of Christ is a house for His holy name.  They had their physical house for His holy name.]

(22) “So they ate and drank that day before the Lord with great gladness.  And they made Solomon the son of David king a second time.” [Isn’t that interesting?  A second time.  When did they make him one the first time?  It is in Chapter 23:1.]  (1) “Now when David reached old age, he made his son Solomon king over Israel.” [So he did it once; it wasn’t accepted.  There was a coup, and then he did it again.  Do you see how all of this flows?  Do you see how all this helps you interject?]


Now I want you to go to 2 Chronicles 2:4.  “Behold, I am about to build a house for the name of the Lord my God, dedicating it to Him, to burn fragrant incense before Him, and to set out the showbread continually, and to offer burnt offerings morning and evening, on sabbaths and on new moons and on the appointed feasts of the Lord our God, this being required forever in Israel.” [Now the Jews know this.  When this temple that Solomon builds (completed about 968 B.C.  He starts it, and seven years later he finishes it.) was destroyed in 586 B.C., and they are taken into captivity; and then they are allowed to be released and Cyrus the Persian gives them the edict, “Go back to Jerusalem, and build the temple.”  Why are they doing that?  Because it is required forever.]


When you get to the book of Haggai, they get back in the land.  They start building the temple, and they become very, very discouraged.  Their excuse was, “We don’t have any wood.”  God says, in Haggai 1:7, “Thus says the Lord of hosts, ‘Consider your ways!  (8) Go up to the mountains, bring wood and rebuild the temple, that I may be pleased with it and be glorified,’ says the Lord. (9) You look for much, but behold it comes to little; when you bring it home, I blow it away.  Why?’ declared the Lord hosts, ‘Because of My house which lies desolate, while each of you runs to his own house.’” [They said, “We don’t have any wood.”  And He talks to them later, and says, “Where did you get wood to build your own house?”  You see, that is our excuse today.  “I am too busy; I don’t have time.”  Beloved, you are going to hate every time you ever said that when you stand at the judgment seat of Christ.  You have time; it is a matter of priority.]


Well, they build the temple, and when they build the temple the people are so distressed.  They look at it, and they are so disappointed.  (3) “‘Who is left among you who saw this temple in its former glory?  And how do you see it now?  Does it not seem to you like nothing in comparison?’” [And it was nothing in comparison, but He was to have a house forever, and the temple was absolutely crucial to the worship of Israel.  It was the only place that they could have their sacrifices.  Christ had not yet come.  He had to have a temple.  Then what happens?  That temple is made bigger, and more beautiful, and more glorious (You can see in the front of your Inductive Study Bible) in the days of Herod the Great.  But do you know what?  The temple in Haggai’s day had no shekinah glory.  The temple in Herod’s day had no shekinah glory, until one day a man and a woman came into that temple.  They were carrying in their arms a child, and they were doing what the law required—they were making their offering.  An old man by the name of Simeon came up and took the child out of their arms, and held that child.  He said, “Lord, now let Thy servant depart in peace, for mine eyes have seen the glory of Thy people Israel.”  The one who was to fulfill the Davidic covenant was here; the one who was to sit on the throne was here, and the shekineh glory had again come into the temple of God.  God was there in His presence; His name was there, because His Son was there.  “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.”

Well, I am not finished with my lesson, and I am going to continue it next week, as we see what happens when the glory of the Lord filled that temple that Solomon built, when we look at the other temples that are coming, because He has to have a temple forever.  There is a temple coming, and there are sacrifices coming in the future.  Maybe you don’t realize that, but all of this is part of God’s temple, where God dwells, where His name is forever.  


So what do you do today?  You walk out from this lesson, and you remember this: “What?  Know you not that you body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you.  Therefore glorify God in your body, which is His.  Let everything in this temple say “Glory!”


Let’s pray.  Father, thank You.  Thank You so very, very much for the awesomeness of Your word, for the beauty of it, for the way that it fits together.  O Lord, we want to know it; we want to understand it.  We want it to dwell in us richly, just richly, Father, so that we just spill Your word wherever we are, and we are sharing that glorious news of the gospel of Jesus Christ, all seen in picture form, in shadow, and in types in the temple that You had built for Your name.  Now, Father, bless these people, and bless me, and bless us abundantly, so that we can do the work that You have called us to do.  Give us a vision for going out and inviting people to come in.  Show us a strategy, Father, as we wait before You.  Show us how to get them in the word.  If it is starting with the 40 Minute Studies, Father, because they won’t do homework, let us start there.  Let us give them a taste of what it means to see truth for themselves.  And then, Father, to pray, so that You would fan that hunger, and that they would have to have more.  So that they would say, “Don’t you have anything more; don’t you have anything deeper?” (“Oh, yes!”) until finally we get them to Your studies, Precept Upon Precept, where they learn the whole counsel of God, so that they are steadfast and they are immovable, and they are able always to abound in the work of the Lord, holding forth the word of life in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation.  Father, may we do that, and may we pour ourselves out on the altar in sacrifice of other peoples’ faith.  In Your name we pray.  Amen.  
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