A DIVIDED HEART…A DIVIDED NATION – LESSON 4
“Crying to the God of the Temple”

Kay Arthur, Teacher


It was a long and rich lesson, wasn’t it—a lot of studying and a lot of good discussion.  What did you see in all of it, and how did God speak to you?  I will tell you that as I prepared the lesson for today, I was so touched by the God of the temple.  Once again, as I started thinking about the temple, and the different places and times when God is going to meet with His people in that house, my heart was stirred.  I also remembered this—this is something that I bought in Israel.  I was in this shop where they make all this beautiful, beautiful work, and I asked, “What is that?”  They said, “Oh, don’t you know?  This is what the Jewish people who live overseas buy.  When they get home they find the wall that is in the direction of Jerusalem, and they hang this on the wall.”  I thought, “Oh, yes; they hang it on the wall, because in the Scriptures it talks about praying toward this place, praying toward Jerusalem, praying toward the temple, praying to the God of the temple.”  

As we begin, let’s stop and pray together.  I want to thank God for you, and for your diligence in studying the word of God.  Father, thank You for these precious, precious men and women that You have brought to sit at Your feet to study Your word, to know you, Father.  I thank You for the promise that the people who know their God will be able to be able to be strong, and they will be able to take action.  They will be able to stand firm; they will be able to do exploits.  I pray now, Father, that You would speak to our hearts, and that You would put a vision of the future before us, and that we would remember what is to come.  And knowing what is to come, that we would live accordingly.  Now, Father, speak through Your servant.  Speak to all of us by the power of Your Holy Spirit.  Give us the wisdom and revelation and the understanding, and the knowledge of You.  I thank You in Jesus’ name.  Amen.


I want you to open your Bibles to 2 Chronicles 3:1, where I left off with you last week.  We were just going through and looking at the verses on the temple.  (1) “Then Solomon began to build the house of the Lord in Jerusalem on Mount Moriah,” [That is a very important geographical location.  He was building this in the ancient city of Jabeth.    Jerusalem has the word “shalom” in it, which is the word for “peace.”  When you are in Israel, and you go into any store or any place or you see a friend, you say, “Shalom.”  On Friday afternoon, when the sabbath is coming, you are saying, “Shabbat shalom.”  All day Saturday you say, “Shabbat shalom,” and you do this because you are talking about peace.  Jerusalem was the city of peace, because of this temple that was being built upon Mount Moriah.  It was the city of peace; because it was the city that God had chosen where He was going to put His name.]


Go to Isaiah 9:6, and you will see an awesome prophesy.  When you do the study on Hosea, which is going to come before we get to Isaiah, you are going to see and understand even more the setting of this verse.  (6) “For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; and the government will rest on His shoulders;” [In other words, He is going to rule, not only over the nation of Israel, but He is going to rule over us.] “and His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.” [The Prince of Peace will rule from the city of peace, from the earthly Zion, which is in Jerusalem.] ((7) “There will be no end to the increase of His government or of peace, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with righteousness from them on and forevermore.  The zeal of the Lord of hosts will accomplish this.” [
So you can know that someday that city that is in such turmoil right now will be a place of peace.  It is Jerusalem.]


In 2 Chronicles 3:2, it says, “And he began to build on the second day in the second month of the fourth year of his reign.” [If you have an Inductive Study Bible, it says 968 B. C; and the cross reference with 1 Kings 6 also tells you when this great event is going to happen.  It is wonderful, because God drives a chronological stake in the ground for us, so we can figure out when this is happening.  We know then, from studying, that 7 ½ years later, this temple is going to be complete.  (It says 7 years, but when you figure the month, it is 7 ½ years.)  As he builds it, he is very careful to tell us the name of two pillars.  These two pillars stood, so to speak, on the porch of the temple—a porch without a roof.  There was one pillar on one side, and one pillar on the other side, and they were an incredibly beautiful pillar.]

(17) “And he erected the pillars in front of the temple, one on the right and the other on the left, and names the one on the right Jachin and the one on the left Boaz.” [When you look at those pillars, the one (Jachin) says, “He shall establish.”  The one on the left (Boaz) means “in Him is strength.”  This is what we want to see—the temple is nothing without God; Jerusalem is nothing without God.  It is God that has established this temple, and God wants us to understand that in Him it is established, in Him there is strength.  In other words, I think He wants us to understand what the temple is all about is how a sinner can approach a holy God.  Understanding that, I think, He wants us to see, “Salvation is all of Me.”  But not only is salvation all of Me, but life, and the ability to live life as a saved person, is all of Me.  “He shall establish it; in Him is strength.”  We see that salvation is of the Lord.  We go all the way through the Scriptures, and we see, “Salvation is of the Lord,” “It is of the Lord.”  It is not anything that man does; it is all that God does, because “God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son.”  What is that tabernacle in the Old Testament, in the days of Moses, and what is that temple in the days of Solomon all about?  It is all about our salvation through Jesus Christ.]

In John 14:6, Jesus said, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but through Me.” [As we saw last week, that begins with the brazen altar.  Life begins at the cross; life begins with sacrifice.  Jesus is the Lamb of God that was slain before the foundation of the word.]


In Hebrews it says, “With the blood of bulls and goats You were not satisfied, so You have prepared a body for me.  Lo, in the volume of the book it is written, “I come to do Your will.”  Then eventually it says, “He takes away the first (the temple and the old covenant), and He establishes the second.  This is what the Jews have a hard time understanding.  It is because, as Corinthians says, there is a veil over their eyes.  When they come to know Christ, the veil of the law is taken away, and they begin to understand, “Hey, it is all of grace.  He shall establish; in Him is strength.”  

When I think of “in Him is strength,” I think of 2 Corinthians 12:9.  We will listen to a Jewish man, where the veil was taken away, and we will see what this Jewish man has to tell us.  Now, this is a Jewish man that was caught up to heaven.  This is a Jewish man that he was not even permitted to speak of.  This was a Jewish man that did not know if he was in the body or out of the body, and yet, he is not going to boast about what happened to him.  He is going to boast in the Lord.  If you study 2 Corinthians 12, you see over and over again that he says, “Boasting is silly for me.  I am only boasting to show you that I am a man who does know what he is talking about, because of what has revealed to me.”  Because of that revelation, there was given to him a thorn in the flesh, so that he would not exalt himself.  He asked the Lord three times to take that away, and the Lord didn’t take it away.  The Lord answered by saying, (9) “My grace is sufficient for you.” [Why?  Stop and think about this temple.  “In Him is strength; in Him is power.  My grace is sufficient for you.”] “for power is perfected in weakness.  Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, that the power of Christ may dwell in me.” [So as we look at the temple today, I want us to look at the God of the temple, the One who established it, the One who gives us His strength.  I want us to look at the One that it is all about, which is Jesus Christ, and I want us to remember that when we look at Jesus Christ, then in Jesus Christ we have everything that we need.


Let’s go back to 2 Chronicles 5:1.  (1) “Thus all the work that Solomon performed for the house of the Lord was finished.  And Solomon brought in the things that David his father had dedicated, even the silver and the gold and all the utensils, and put them in the treasuries of the house of God.  (2) Then Solomon assembled to Jerusalem the elders of Israel and all the heads of the tribes, the leaders of the fathers’ households of the sons of Israel, to bring up the ark of the covenant of the Lord out of the city of David, which is Zion.” [If you would go to Israel with us, and you would stand on the Temple Mount, you would be looking toward the east.  If you look at that wall, and you look over to the right of all this, then you are going to see Zion.  You are going to see the city of David.  This is where David took the ark of the covenant out of the tent of meeting, which was at Gibeon, and he brought it to the city of David.  Why?  Because the ark of the covenant was the most holy piece of furniture in the tabernacle.]  

So he brought it out of the tabernacle, and he brought it there, because it represented the dwelling place of God.  It was the place where God’s shekinah glory would hover over.  So now this temple is all built—everything is done.  It is magnificent; it is glorious.  So now they bring up the utensils, and they store everything, and finally they are bringing the representative of the very throne of God into that temple.  All the people have gathered.  Can you imagine how exciting it was?  Can you imagine the anticipation?  Can you imagine the awe, because this was a temple that was greater that any other temple of any other God on the face of this earth, because He (God) wanted them to understand that He is God, and there really is no other.  


As they get ready to bring up this ark, it says, (11) “And when the priests came forth from the holy place (for all the priests who were present had sanctified themselves, without regard to divisions), (12) and all the Levitical singers …clothed in linen…one hundred and twenty priests blowing trumpets,” [Catch the picture!] (13) “in unison when the trumpeters and the singers were to make themselves heard with one voice to praise and to glorify the Lord,” [See, it is not the temple, but it is to glorify the God of the temple.] “and when they lifted up their voice accompanied by trumpets and cymbals and instruments of men, and when they praised the Lord saying, ‘He indeed is good for His lovingkindness (hesed) is everlasting.’” [They are not praising just the ark; they are not praising the temple.  They are praising the One whose name is there.  They are praising the One who represents this temple.  They are praising this One that has caused them to build this, so they will know where His name is in this holy city, and so they will have access to a God who is lovingkindness.

Lovingkindness is everlasting.  I want you to see that He has always been a God of lovingkindness, and He will always be a God of lovingkindness.  The temple of God is all about grace.  We look at it as law; we look at it as, “you sin—you have to bring a sacrifice.”  Everybody has their own specific duties.  No man can ever go in and see the inside of that temple.  Only those that are Levites are allowed to go into that temple.  No one but someone from the house of Aaron can ever go into the Holy of Holies, and then only one time a year.  And yet, though man cannot see the inside, it is absolutely glorious.  It is all gold—gold walls, good floors, and studded with jewels.  It is a magnificent temple, all for the glory of God—not for man.  The temple is not for man; the temple is for God.  And there, behind that veil, is that ark of the covenant, and they are crying out, “Indeed, He is good, for His lovingkindness is everlasting.” 

When you think of lovingkindness, you can think of love.  When you think of love, you have got to think of God.  So many people don’t think of God as a God of love; they think of Him as a God of judgment.  They think of Him as a God of wrath, but they forget that God is a God of love.  But because He is just, He has to be a God of wrath also; but the wrath never cancels His love. 


Go to I John 4:9, and you are going to find this word “lovingkindness” used over and over about God.

As you see it, you want to remember that this is the description of God.  (8) “The one who does not love does not know God; for God is love. (9) By this the love of God was manifested in us that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world so that we might live through Him.” [Think of that temple as the temple belonging to God, filled with the glory of God; and the glory of God is that His lovingkindness is everlasting.]


(9) “By this the love of God was manifested in us that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world so that we might live through Him. (10) In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.” [So this temple spoke about the love of God.  This temple spoke about a sacrifice that was yet to come, the Lamb of God that would take away the sins of the world.]


Let’s go back to 2 Chronicles; we see all this music, all these trumpets, and all this celebration.  They are praising the Lord, saying, “He is good; His lovingkindness is everlasting.” (13) “Then the house, the house of the Lord, was filled with a cloud, (14) so that the priests could not stand to minister because of the cloud, for the glory of the Lord filled the house of God.” [It was the glory of the Lord.  It wasn’t an empty temple.  It was a temple filled with God’s glory, and they couldn’t stand it.]


It reminds us of Exodus 40:34.  It is so awesome.  I remember the first time I ever read that.  This was after everything is brought in—the ark of the covenant, and everything.  (34) “Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. (35) And Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting because the cloud had settled on it, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle.” [What did they call the tabernacle?  What was another word for it?  The tent of meeting.  This was where sinful man would meet with the holy God, and have access to Him through the shed blood of an animal, and eventually through the shed blood of His Son.] (36) “Throughout all their journeys whenever the cloud was taken up from over the tabernacle, the sons of Israel would set out; (37) but if the cloud was not taken up, then they did not set out until the day when it was taken up. (38) For throughout all their journeys, the cloud of the Lord was on the tabernacle by day, and there was fire in by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel.”  [What assurance did it give them?  “He is with us; He will never leave us; He will never forsake us.  He is with us; I can see Him.  I can see Him in His glory.”]  



So this is the tabernacle; this is the temple.  So once again, when that cloud fills that place, it is a cause of awe, because they know that God is there.  In 2 Chronicles 6:1, it says, “Then Solomon said, ‘The Lord has said that He would dwell in the thick cloud. (2) I have built Thee a lofty house, and a place for Thy dwelling forever.’ (3) Then the king faced about and blessed all the assembly of Israel, while all the assembly of Israel was standing. (4) And he said, ‘Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who spoke with His mouth to my father David and has fulfilled it with His hands,” [In other words, God has provided so that we can do this temple.] “saying, (5) ‘Since the day that I brought My people from the land of Egypt, I did not choose a city out of all the tribes of Israel in which to build a house that My name might be there,’” [Remember, if His name is there, His presence is there.] “nor did I choose any man for a leader over My people Israel; (6) but I have chosen Jerusalem…” [Who is speaking?  Is it the god of the Muslims?  Or is it the God of the Jews?  It is the God of the Jews.  Does He want to be the God of the Muslims?  Yes.  Does He want to be the God of the Hindu?  Yes.  Does He want to be a God of the humanists?  Yes, He wants to be their God.  He is God; but He wants to be their God.  He wants them to be His people.  Yet, if they want to be His people, then they have to adopt Him as their God, and have no other God beside Him.  This is where He is putting His name, and this is the city that He has ordained.  You and I have to remember this—Jerusalem is not to be split.  Jerusalem is not to be divided.  Whose city is it?  It is God’s.  Why is it God’s city?  Because it is the city that God chose for Himself; it is the city where God chose to put His name.  It is the city where God chose to put His temple. 

(6) “But I have chosen Jerusalem that My name might be there, and I have chosen David to be over My people Israel.” [I know some people that would put their hands on their hips (and I’ll bet you do too), and say, “God is just very narrow-minded, isn’t He?  And why would God choose the Jews?  Aren’t we all just as good?”  Listen, God is God, and He chooses whom He wants to choose.  He has mercy on whom He wants to have mercy (Romans 9).  He has compassion on whom He wants to have compassion.  He is God.
In Romans 9, it says, “Don’t you turn around and say, ‘Well, He is not just.’”  ]Who are you, little clay, to talk to the potter that way?  He is God, and this is what He has done.]


Now drop down to v. 12.  “Then he stood before the altar of the Lord in the presence of all the assembly of Israel and spread out his hands. (13) Now Solomon had made a bronze platform…and had set it in the midst of the court; and he stood on it, knelt on his knees in the presence of all the assembly of Israel, and spread out his hands toward heaven.” [And he is about to pray one whopper of a prayer.  He is there, on that platform—this is the king—before the God of the universe, and he lifts up his arms and he begins to pray.  You have studied, and you have discussed his prayer, but let’s look at a couple of things.]


(14) “And he said, ‘O Lord, the God of Israel, there is no god like Thee in heaven or on earth, keeping covenant and showing lovingkindness (hesed) to Your servants who walk before You” [He has qualified it, hasn’t he?] “with all their heart; (15) who has kept with Your servant David, my father, that which you promised him; indeed, You have spoken with Your mouth, and have fulfilled it with Your hand, as it is this day.’” [He has said it twice now.] (16) “‘Now therefore, O Lord, the God of Israel, keep with Your servant David, my father, that which You have promised him, saying, “You shall not lack a man to sit on the throne of Israel, if only your sons take heed to their way, to walk in My law as you have walked before Me.” (17) Now, therefore, O Lord, the God of Israel, let Your word be confirmed which Thou hast spoken to Your servant David. (18) But will God indeed dwell with mankind on the earth?  Behold, heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain You; how much less this house which I have built.” [The God of the temple is greater than the temple—have you got that?  This is what people need to remember as they nail this to the house that is facing closest to Jerusalem, as they call upon God, and remind Him of what Solomon prayed.  As they turn toward this place and give their petitions, and expect God to hear from heaven and to answer the cry of their heart, they have to remember that it is not the sign, it is not just Jerusalem across the ocean (or wherever they are) or across the land.  It is not just a temple there—or now—just a wall there, but it is the God of Jerusalem, it is the God of the temple, the God who cannot be contained in a house, because He is God.’”

(19) “Yet have regard to the prayer of Your servant and to his supplication, O Lord my God, to listen to the cry and to the prayer which Your servant prays before You; (20) that Your eyes may be open toward this house day and night, toward the place of which You have said that You would put Your name there, to listen to the prayer which Your servant shall pray toward this place.” [In other words, “God, this temple is a house of prayer.  I want You to remember, as I pray to You, that You have put Your name there, and I want You to listen to the prayer of Your servants when they pray toward this place.”] (21) “And listen to the supplications of Your servant and of Your people Israel, when they pray toward this place; hear from Your dwelling place, from heaven; hear and forgive.” [Why would He forgive?  Because everything about that temple is about forgiveness.  It is about a sinner being able to come to God through this blood that provides atonement, which is covering for sin, until the perfect One comes, and there is one sacrifice for sin for all time—and that is the sacrifice of Jesus Christ.  Therefore, it is no more, in a sense, a covering, but your sin is taken away.  This is what he is saying.]

He goes on, and you know it because you have studied it.  He says, “If we sin—and this happens,” and “if we sin—and this happens.”  You know that if they sin, what happens happens to them because a holy God will not allow them to continue to sin.  So they pray, “If we sin, if this happens, then this is what we are asking You to do.” 


Look at v. 23.   This is a common thing.  “Then hear from heaven and act and judge Your servants.”  (25) “Then hear from heaven and forgive the sin of Your people Israel, and bring them back to the land which You have given to them and to their fathers.’ [Go back to v. 24.]  “If Your people Israel are defeated before an enemy, because they have sinned against You, and they return to You and confess Your name, and pray and make supplication before You in this house, (25) then hear from heaven and forgive the sin of Your people Israel, and bring them back to the land which You have given to them and to their fathers.” [Why could he ask all of this?  Because the God of the temple is a God of lovingkindness, lovingkindness that is everlasting; because He is a God of grace, and because He is a God of grace, He is going to hear, and He is going to forgive, and He is going to restore.]


Go to 1 Kings 8:46.  When you look at these verses, watch what he is saying.  Here they are, and they are in a place of captivity.  (47) “if they take thought in the land where they have been taken captive, and repent and make supplication to You in the land of those who have taken them captive, saying, ‘We have sinned and committed iniquity, we have acted wickedly; (48) If they return to You …(49) then hear their prayer …in Your dwelling place…(5) and forgive Your people who have sinned against You and all their transgressions which they have transgressed against You’ [Now watch—this is the God of the temple.] ‘and make them objects of compassion before those who have taken them captive, that they may have compassion on them (51) (for they are Your people and Your inheritance which You have brought forth from Egypt from the midst of the iron furnace), (52) that Your eyes may be open to the supplication of Your servant and to the supplication of Your people Israel.’” [I wonder how many turned and prayed toward Jerusalem during the Holocaust, remembering these promises, and crying out to God; and then heard a knock on their door, maybe in the middle of the night, and shuddering, they went down to answer the door.  It wasn’t someone in a German uniform; instead, it was a neighbor, saying, “Come, come with me.  I am going to hide you.  Give me your child.”  Or, “They know.  We have been working in the office; they are going to come to your home.  You must leave; you must flee.”  The God of the temple is the God that can control the hearts of all mankind, so that He is even able to give compassion to those who are away.

I picked up a book (somebody gave it to me), Small Miracles, and I read the story of Joey Rizlik (?).  Joey Rizlek was the son of Adam Rizlek.  Adam Rizlek was in several concentration camps during the Holocaust, and he came out as a Holocaust survivor.  In those camps he determined, “I will never let our religion die.  I will never give up my faith.  I will see that I will raise my children, whatever you give me, God, I will raise my children to know You, and to believe You, and to stand by what the Torah says.”  When Joey was in college, he wrote home to his dad, saying, “I have got to go find myself.  I am going to India with a bunch of my buddies.”  He went to India.  Adam tried to understand; “Yes, he is young.  Yes, he is easily influenced.  Yes, he has got to find himself, but he will not depart from the God that I have taught him about.” 

But then he gets a letter from Joey, saying, “I no longer believe in my religion.  I no longer believe in God.  I am no longer Jewish.  I am following this Eastern way.”  It was more than Adam could take, and Adam told his son, “I never want to see you again.  You are dead; you are anathema.  You have turned, and you have forsaken everything that I am about, and everything that I have ever taught you.  Out of this house!  I never want to see you again.”  They never saw each other again.  


As Joey traveled around India, he met another Jewish girl by the name of Sarah.  Sarah, too, had abandoned her religion, and they really hooked up.  I mean, they were really kindred spirits, because they used to be Jews, and now they weren’t.  One day, on the streets of a major city in India (I can’t remember which one it was) Joey ran into one of his buddies.  His buddies said, “Oh Joey, I am so sorry about your father.  I am so sorry, Joey, about your father.”  He said, “What happened?  What happened to my father?”  He said, “Don’t you know, Joey?  He died of a heart attack.”  Joey looked at him, and said, “No, he didn’t die of a heart attack.  He died of a broken heart.  That is what he died of.  I broke his heart.”   Sarah said, “That is stupid, Joey.  You didn’t break his heart.”  He said, “I know that I broke my father’s heart.”

After a while, he said, “I have got to go back to Israel.  I’ve got to find myself.”  He got to Israel, and Sarah went with him.  They got off the place, and he turned to Sarah, and said, “I am going to pursue my faith.”  They had a major quarrel, and she said, “Goodbye, we don’t relate to each other any more.”  So he left her, and he went down to the kotel.  He went into the men’s side; he put his yarmulke on that they provided there (he didn’t have his own), and he put that little black paper cardboard yarmulke on.  He grabbed a prayer book, and he went up to the wall and began praying.  He noticed in the wall a bunch of papers folded up, and he asked someone, “What are those?”  They said, Oh, don’t you know?  People come from all over the world; Jews come from all over the world, mostly.  They come from all over the world to pray to God, because the kotel is the closest place that they can get to the Holy of Holies.  When you are standing at the kotel, across the Temple Mount is the Eastern Gate.  When they are standing there, it is the closest they can get, because they no longer have a temple.  But they remember this prayer; they remember about turning; they remember about praying.  They remember about the temple; they remember about the God of the temple.


So Joey decided that he would write a prayer, and he would put it into the wall.  He wrote, “Dear Father, I beg you to forgive me for the pain that I have caused you.  I loved you very much, and I will never forget you.  Please know that nothing you taught me was in vain.  I will not betray your family’s death, I promise.”  When he finished, he was trying to find an empty place in the rock, but he couldn’t.  (They are just filled and jammed.)  He finally thought he saw a little one, and he put it in.  When he put it in, he noticed that one of the prayers fell to the ground.  He felt bad about that, and he picked it up.  He was going to put it back in, when all of a sudden, he felt compelled to take that prayer and open it up, and read what somebody else had written.  It was almost like listening in on a telephone conversation, but he couldn’t help himself.  He picked it up, and this is what he read: “My dear son Joey, if you should ever happen to come to Israel, and somehow miraculously find this note, this is what I want you to know.  I have always loved you, even when you hurt me, and I will never stop loving you.  You are, and always will be, my beloved son.   And Joey, please know that I forgive you for everything, and only hope that you, in turn, will forgive a foolish old man.”  The note was signed, “Adam Rizlek, Cleveland, Ohio.”

God has written us a note, a note of His love, a note of His forgiveness, and, in a sense (and especially with Israel), He put that message in a temple, in a city where His name would be, and He told His people, “Look toward that city.  When you are in trouble, I want you to remember that I am the one that establishes.  I want you to remember that in Me there is strength.  I want you to remember that it is not the temple, it is not the place, it is Me.”  

That is the reason that Jesus turns to the Samaritan woman, and she says, “You Jews say that Jerusalem is the place.  Others say that this is the place.”  Jesus looks at her, and he says to her, “Oh, oh.  There is a day coming that you will understand that God is a Spirit, and He is to be worshipped in spirit and in truth.”  They have a temple, and this is where they are praying, and this is where they are looking to.  They are to have a temple, and that temple is to be there forever—forever.  There is to be a temple until…until it is all over, until everyone understands that there is only one God, and there is no other.  That is God Almighty.


Let’s review for just a minute.  We have a time line.  Here we have a tent, the tent of meeting.  Here we have Solomon’s temple, and Solomon’s temple will be destroyed in 586 B.C.  We have another temple; they call it the second temple.  The second temple is the temple that is built under Ezra, and you read about in the book of Haggai.  It is the temple that is completed in 516 B.C.  It is a temple that is refurbished and enlarged; it the temple that Jesus will go and worship in, in the days of Herod, when Jesus is upon the earth.  This is the temple that Jesus walks into, and walks out of, and the glory of the Lord departs when He walks out.  

Then there will be another temple that will be built, and this will be built before the coming of the Lord.  You can read about that temple in Revelation 11, where it talks about that temple.  You can read about that temple in 2 Thessalonians 2.  It is a temple that the Jews are getting ready to rebuild.  It is a temple that does not exist now.  Jesus Christ will return, and when He returns and sets up His throne on earth, then He will rule and reign over all the earth.  There will be a millennial temple.  Whether it is this, refurbished, we don’t know.  But we know that there will be a millennial temple, and it seems to me that it will be brand new.  This is during the reign of Jesus Christ.  We know from Revelation 20:1-7, that Jesus is going to reign on the earth for one thousand years.  He is going to reign as King of Kings and Lord of Lords, and we know that during this time, all the nations of the earth will have to come up this temple.  Where is this temple mentioned?  Ezekiel 40, to the end of Ezekiel, talks about this millennial temple.

Go to the last verse of Ezekiel 48:35.  It is talking about the city.  “The city shall be 18,000 cubits round about; and the name of the city from that day shall be, ‘The Lord is there.’” (That is Jehovah-shammah in the Hebrew.)  So Jerusalem that He established back here, the city that He chose to put His name, will remain to be the city of His name.  He is saying, “This is what the city is like in the millennial reign of the Jesus Christ.”  Ezekiel 40-48 talks about the new temple, and it talks about the city.


If you go to the last part of Zechariah, they celebrated the Feast of Booths.  When they finished the dedication of the temple, they celebrated the Feast of Booths. (We will talk about it later.)  Zechariah 14:16 says, “Then it will come about that any who are left of all the nations” [This is after Jesus Christ comes.]

Go back to v. 9.  “And the Lord will be king over all the earth; in that day the Lord will be the only one, and His name the only one.” [Isn’t that incredible?]  (16) “Then it will come about that any who are left of all the nations that went against Jerusalem will go up from year to year to worship the King, the Lord of hosts, and to celebrate the Feast of Booths.  (17) And it will be that whichever of the families of the earth that does not go up to Jerusalem to worship the King, the Lord of hosts, there will be no rain on them.” [And it goes on.]
(20) “In that day there will be inscribed on the bells of the horses, ‘HOLY TO THE LORD.’  And the cooking pots in the Lord’s house will be like the bowls before the altar.” [In other words, He is going to reign.  All the world will know that He is the King of Kings, and all of them will go up to celebrate the Feast of Booths in Jerusalem, His holy city where His millennial temple will be, and if not, there will be no rain on him, because this is the God of the temple.  He is the God of lovingkindness, but He is a God of justice.  He is God, and He will be worshipped as God.  He will be honored as God.  And do you know what?  That is the last temple that you see in the word of God.]


Go to Revelation 21:1, and we will look at a few verses.  (1) “And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth passed away, and there is no longer any sea. (2) And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband. (3) And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, ‘Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men,” [What is the tabernacle of God there?  It is the holy city, the new Jerusalem coming down out of heaven.  So there is going to be a new Jerusalem.] “and He shall dwell among them;” [He, who?  God.  Not in a cloud, but in person.] “and they shall be His people, and God Himself shall be among them, (4) and He shall wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there shall no longer be any death; there shall no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed.’ (5) And He who sits on the throne said, ‘Behold, I am making all things new.’ [He is there.  We are there.  Watch what He says.] 


(9) “And one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues, came and spoke with me, saying, ‘Come here, I shall show you the bride,’” [That’s us!] “‘the wife of the Lamb.’ (10) And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high mountain, and showed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, (11) having the glory of God.’” [Now the glory of God filled the tent; the glory of God filled Solomon’s temple.  The glory of God did not fill this, only when Jesus walked in and out.  This will be another temple the glory of God will not fill until the glory comes to reign as King of Kings and Lord of Lords, and then the Lord will be here.  The Lord will be in His holy temple.  But now, watch what he says.] (11) “having the glory of God.  Her brilliance was like a very costly stone, as a stone of crystal-clear jasper.”

Go over to v. 16.  “The city is laid out as a square.” [What is that city?  It is the new Jerusalem.] (22) “And I saw no temple in it,” [No temple in what?  No temple in the new Jerusalem.  Why?] “for the Lord God, the Almighty, and the Lamb, are its temple.” [This is the God of the temple.  It is not the building; it is the God whose name is there.  It is the God whose glory fills it.] (23) “And the city has no need of the sun or of the moon to shine upon it, for the glory of God has illumined it, and its lamp is the Lamb. (24) And the nations shall walk by its light, and the kings of the earth shall bring their glory into it. (25) And in the daytime (for there shall be no night there) its gates shall never be closed, (26) and they shall bring the glory and the honor of the nations into it; (27) and nothing unclean and no one who practices abomination and lying, shall ever come into it, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life.”

Is your name written there?  In all this study, I want to make sure, dear one, that you don’t miss where it all leads.  It leads to the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world, the Lamb of God who was the Son of God, and the Lamb of God leads us to God Himself.  Someday everything will be under the feet of God. 


Revelation 22:1, “And he showed me a river of the water of life, clear as crystal, coming from the throne of God and of the Lamb, (2) in the middles of its street.  And on either side of the river was the tree of life…and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. (3) And there shall no longer be any curse; and the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and His bond-servants shall serve Him; (4) and they shall see His face, and His name shall be on their foreheads.” [You see, the name of God dwelt in the temple of God.  And who are we?  We are the temple of God, and His name will someday be on your forehead.  So get it there now, and let the world see the glory of the God of the temple.]

Let’s pray.  Father, I just think about how precious You are.  I think about Joey, and I think about Your lovingkindness to that young man.  O Father, what an awesome, awesome God you are!  You are the God of the temple; You are the God of Jerusalem; You are the God (as Solomon says over and over again) of heaven; You are the God of earth.  You are God, and there is no other, and we worship You.  We come to worship You in spirit, and we come to worship You in truth.  We thank You, Father, that Your word is truth, and that through it You are sanctifying us.  You are making us holy, so that everything in this temple of Yours, our body, will say, “Holy” unto You, and will bring glory unto You.  Father, thank You.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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